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'REFACE. 


"  Da  mendico  xaala  mentnr  qoi  ei  dot  quod  ftdit  oat  quod  bibat, 

K«m  et  iUud  quod  dai  parut  et  illi  prodacit  vitaru  nd  iniiwnuD." 
L  FLAtrrus  (TWnumnuu,  Act  II.  9c  2). 

"BtdaumiaiofBlMtftgnrwlM  givM  him  to  eat  or  to  drink. 
For  hfi  Ixitb  lo«M  that  which  be  ^-ivea  and  proloQ]^  for  tho  uUur  r  lifo  of 
aiauy." 

In  the  course  of  collecting  materials  for  a  history  of  vagrancy 
4od  begging  I  have  becomo  conscious  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
fiuhject  I  haro  undertaken,  and  that  to  Jesoribo  fully  from  the 
earlioet  period  the  condition  of  the  outcasts  of  tiociuty  involves  an 
aocoont  of  the  eooial  and  political  strugglee  of  tho  lower  clust^os  to 
eomnoipate  themselves.  To  trace  out,  in  fact,  the  vicissitudes  of 
tbe  aerrile  classes  from  tho  time  they  arc  servile  by  inheritancti  or 
ti^  destiny,  until  they  become  free  members  of  society,  and  leave 
I  only  ft  remnant  who  are  servile  or  abject  from  choice,  and  whose 
'history  bocomea  a  record  of  hypocrisy,  humbug,  and  habitual 
idleness. 

1  have  endcavourod]  during  a  long  period  of  research,  to  gather 
together  all  the  most  noteworthy  particulars  regarding  the  home- 
leai  wanderer,  and  the  b^gar  and  vagabond,  dorivablo  from  the 
Uws  from  historical  records,  and  from  the  most  trustworthy  con- 
temporariee  or  commentators  of  tho  periods  I  have  attempted  to 
iUocCrate. 

To  bring  the  work  within  as  moderate  a  oompass  as  possible, 
BonsiBtently  with  the  re4]uirementa  of  the  subject,  has  necessitated 
theoauasion  of  much  that  would  otherwise  have  extended  it  con- 
ndorably,  on  numerous  interesting  and  relevant  collateral  issues, 
both  social  and  political,  many  of  which,  happily,  have  already 
treated  by  abler  pens  than  mine,  and  those  that  remain  are 


not  likely  to  slumWr  long  i&  the  face  of  the  vivM  interest  now 
manifested  in  all  questions  affecting  the  poorer  clas8«9.  Such  as 
it  is,  the  work  is  now  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Tho  plcasuntest  part  of  my  task,  however,  yet  remains,  and 
that  is  to  endearour  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  numerous 
friends  and  correspondents  who  have  given  me  valuable  aid 
towards  tho  aceompliahmeut  of  my  work.  Those  only  who  have 
engaged  in  similar  pursuits  can  estimate  the  time  and  research 
often  requisite  to  verify  a  few  facts  or  dates  which  occupy  a  space 
wholly  incommensurate  with  the  amount  of  labour  they  hare 
entailed.  lEcnco  it  arises  that  my  obligations  are  frequently  very 
great  for  what  appears  upon  the  surface  to  be  a  very  small  amount 
of  aaeiatance. 

To  tho  courteons  kindness  of  Viwxiint  Lyons,  H.M.'s  Atu- 
basaador  at  Paris,  1  am  indebted  for  much  valuable  information 
regarding  Franco.  To  that  of  Eahl  Qkahvillb  and  of  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaurice  for  the  graphic  report*  on  vagrancy  and 
mendicity  in  Germany  and  Austria-Hungarj',  of  Mr.  C  S.  S(xnT 
and  Mr.  VicroR  JDat  umonu.  To  that  of  Ma.  C.  I.  Elton, 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  for  the  revisioa  of  the  translation  of  tho  ancient  laws 
of  England ;  and  hero  I  may  observe  parenthetically  that  an 
English  rendering  of  tho  perplexing  jargon  in  which  our  oldest 
statutes  are  couched,  and  which  by  courtesy  is  termed  Latin,  is 
much  to  be  desired,  as  well  as  a  revision  of  the  already  existing 
translation  of  our  Normon-Fronch  bws.  To  Sir  EnoAR  Mao 
Ot'i.i.fKt«,  Railiff  of  Guernsey,  and  my  friend  Dr.  Edwix  Pears, 
of  Constantinople,  I  am  wholly  indebted  for  the  accounts  of 
vagrancy  and  mendicity  in  Guorasoy  and  Turkey  respectively. 
To  51 R-  III  on  Owen,  of  the  Knglish  Local  Government  Board,  and 
to  Mr.  W.  D.  WunswoRTii,  of  the  Irish  Ix>cal  Government  Board, 
I  owe  much  valuable  official  matter.  To  Sir  W.  L.  Drikkwaxer, 
first  Deemster  of  the  Isle  of  Slan,  I  am  under  obligalious  for 
information  regarding  the  laws  of  the  i»laQd.  Sir  Geobqe  Bek- 
rtLW,  Bailiff  of  Jersey,  has  been  kind  enough  to  revise  the  tnui»* 
lation  of  the  laws  of  that  idand.  Captain  Mohrh,  luspeclor  of 
ConstabuK-iry  in  Scotland,  LiEUT.-Cni/>NBT,  Pavi,,  Chief  Constable 
of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  Obkeral  Wray,  Liout.-Qovemor  of 
Jersey,  have  each  furnished  me  with  valuable  information  r^ard- 
iog  the  existing  coudition  of  vagrancy  and  mendicity  in  their 
respective  localities. 


PRKFACK. 


lilt.  CiXLiNAX,  of  the  Irish  Socrotary's  Office,  has  been  good 
enough  to  supply  the  repeals  of  nuinoroua  Irish  atatutea. 

Mr.  ScuRniLL-RiBn  and  Mr,  Ovrrkni)  have  (^ach  helped  mo 
with  information  from  the  Record  Office.  To  Mr.  DorGL,\s,  the 
Master  of  the  Starylcbono  Workhouse,  I  owe  many  interesting 
dctoila.  Mr.  Bedfoed,  of  the  Marylcbonc  Union,  and  Mr.  Vai,- 
LAKCE,  of  the  Whitechapel  Union,  have  each  aided  mo  with 
ftcrvioeahlo  information. 

Mr.  EciKRTON  PiULUMnRK  hos  HooD  kind  enough  to  TcviaB  the 
translation  of  the  WeUh  laws.  Mr.  Siirripp  Sfens,  of  Glasgow, 
has  kindly  answered  queries  regarding  the  Scotch  laws.  To  my 
friend  the  Ry.v.  M.  S.  A.  TValrond  T  owe  many  useful  pieces  of 
information,  and  my  friend  Mr.  Osborn  WaC-ford  hasi  assisted 
me  with  «uggestion«  which  have  lightened  many  of  my  reAearches. 

In  more  general  terms  I  have  to  express  my  obligations  to 
GoLONSi.  Sir  E.  Y.  Hendrrrok.  lato  Ohief  Commisuoner  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police ;  to  Mr.  C.  S.  T^cli,  of  the  Charity  Org^ni)<jt- 
tion  Sooioty ;  Mr.  W.  II.  Forrks,  of  Ualliol  College,  Oxford  ;  Mr. 
CcKnrKKBR,  of  the  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  Depart- 
ment; Mr.W.  M.  IlENNEssY.of  the  Irish  Record  Office;  Mr.  Gomm, 
of  tho  Mendicity  Society ;  and  to  the  following  Chief  Coustablos  of 
counties  who  have  also  kindly  assisted  me  : — 

Mb.  a.  Porter,  of  Roxburghshire;  Capt.aih  Rvssell,  of  the 
Weit  Uiding  of  Yorkshire;  Admiral  Christian,  of  Gloucester- 
^ro;  Calais  Amtati,  of  Dorsetahiro ;  Coianel  Ui.andv,  of 
Burkahire.  The  following  officers  of  Trades  Unions  have  also 
favoured  mo  with  information: — -Mr.  Josiu'ii  Arch,  Mr.  Joiij> 
BoRxciT,  Mr.  William  Uakixjck,  Mr.  Peter  Sikirrocks,  and 
Ue.  Kuwaru  Wooos. 

Mb.  Juun  Ml'kray  has  kindly  given  mo  permission  to  make 
estnota  from  fiorrow's  valuable  work  on  tho  Gypniea. 

To  those  eorrespondcnta,  several  hundreds  in  number,  who  have 
fisToarod  me  with  answers  to  isolated  inquiries,  I  would  offer 
pablioly,  as  I  have  already  done  privately,  my  hearty  acknow- 
ledgmeata  for  their  kindnciss. 

C.  J.  R.-T. 
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ThiR  Statute  entitled  on  Act  "  For  p^vutsllment  of  the  vtmig- 
uinl  ydle  begg:ari8,  und  releif  of  the  pure  and  impotent,"  proceeds 
ou  the  narrative,  that  the  "  eindrie  lovable  actis  of  Parliameat 
maid  bo  our  Sovorane  Loxdis  muist  noble  progenitors,  for  the 
dtancbeinft  of  the  maistcrfuU  and  ydle  beggaris,  away-putting  of 
soiruaris,  und  provisiouu  for  the  puyr."  "  in  tynio  bigaue  bes  not 
beae  put  tu  dew  oxecutioua,  throw  the  Intquitio  and  troublis  of 
tlie  tytno  bipufit,  and  bo  rcssonc  that  thair  wes  not  bc-irtofoir  ane 
unlor  of  pwniuhmunt  aa  speuiuliu  dovisit  as  neid  roquint ;  bot  tbo 
flttidia  beggarie,  bcsydia  the  uthoris  inconTeniontis  quilko  tbcy 
duylie  produce  in  the  commounwelth,  pi-oeuris  tho  wraith  and  dis- 
plesnre  of  God,  for  tha  wikcd  and  ungudlie  fonno  of  loving,  u»it 
mnangis  tbame,  without  manage  or  baptizing  of  a  grcit  nowmer  * 
of  thair  bairnis/'t  It  then  goes  on,  "Thairfoir,  now,  for  avoiding 
of  thir  inconvenieiitiH  and  etsobewiiig  of  the  coufitsioun  of  sindrio 
lawis  and  uctis  concerning  thair  pwnishment,  standing  in  effects, 
and  that  sum  itertane  executiouu  and  gude  ordor  may  foUow 
tbairanent,  To  the  greit  plesure  of  Almtchty  God,  and  commoua 
veill  of  the  reulme,  It  is  ibocht  expedient,  sUitute  and  urdunit, 
lUweill  for  tho  utter  uuppreseiug  of  the  saidis  strung-  and  Idle 
1>eggari8,  sa  contagt^us  Innemyw  to  the  commoim  welll.  As  for 
the  chearitable  retoving  of  aigctr  and  impotent  puyr  peoplo,  that 
the  ordor  and  fonno  following  bo  obscrvit."  The  "  ordur "  of 
pwnishuient  appointed  for  these  "  sa  countageous  iunemyes  to  the 
commoun  woill,"  was,  that  in  being  convicted  for  the  first  time, 
"  they  be  ndjudget  to  be  scurget.S  and  brunt  throw  the  ear  with 
one  bctt  yrnc,'MI  "  except  sum  honest  und  resixiiiiiall  man  will  of 
lits  chsritie,  be  contentit  then  presentlie  To  act  himself  befoir  the 
judge  To  t»k  and  keip  the  ofFendor  in  his  service  for  une  biiill 
zeir  ;  "  1i  "  and  gif  the  offendur  depart  and  leif  the  service  withiu 
the  zeir,  agunis  bis  will  that  reiuavis  him  in  service,  he  sball  then 
be  scurgil  and  brunt  throw  the  ear,  as  is  befoirsaid  ;  quilk  pniiish- 
nieat  being  anys  ressavit.**  be  sail  not  suffer  the  lyk  agune  for  tbe 
space  of  Ix  dayis  thairefter  ;  Bot  gif,  at  tbe  end  of  the  saidis  Is 
dayis,  he  he  found  to  bo  fullin  agane  in  his  ydiU  and  vagubund 
trade  of  lyf,  then,  being  upprehendit  of  now,  he  salbo  odjudget, 
and  suiTer  the  panes  of  deid  ft  as  a  theif."     Tbe  Act  then  seta 


*  AWnwT.  titituh«r.     IaI,  nnmerus.  t  Baimia,  chililren.     A.S.  heam. 

X  ^<yi,  aK<Hl.  f  ^ifrNrycf.  scoiiTiiect.  |t  Hrlt  ifnte,'h<A  imn. 

U  Uaiii  ittr,  whntF  y«ar.  **  /?rt>»r(ri',  rei-eire<l.  ft  /ViW,  ilrath. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


A.n.   368—  lOGfi. 

The  eoriy  deniMos  of  England— The  AttocoUi— Condi  tion  of  tuad  akTSi 
Tindf^r  Uie  Auglo-BaxoUB— The  lawB  ut  illotliK-fv  uid  liudric  rqgtnlins  the 
etiteruiuitui-ni  L>f  »tniiigij^— The  chnpmau— Lawa  of  Kinj;;  Inv — Fu^live 
ceorlx — Laiwn  of  Kiiia  Wihlwed — Wanderiajj  monks — OrdinaiicM  of  An:b- 
biftbop  Ecgbart — EcclcnuLicnl  iiltii*  mid  relUtf  tu  tmvcllcn! — HuepilAlitT  of 
ib«  Aiit(1o-Haxotia — Lmwh  of  Edwiint  the  Kldi^rutiil  /f'llhKlHtjiii — lAinUns 
tnco— PeiinllieB  «n  those  who  tiurbuured  uUier  pcoplu'e  dependents— -Iawi 
nf  Kiliiiuud — Cniit  mid  tin?  pu^r — I^tn  agaiiipt  Tori^i^i  iiliivi^dvalintt— 
The  iLirhnurnge  of  nLmngem — I.aw!i  of  Gilwani  the  Oonfewior— tiuse  of 
vagraary  during  lh«  period — Full  of  liic  AiigluSusuii  rule. 

As  a  necc-asary  prelude  to  tho  subject  before  ua,  wo  munt  in  tbo 
first  instance  take  a  cursory  glaacc  at  the  constituent  ctementd  of 
the  populalion  of  Knglarid  duriiiji;  its  early  history. 

Geolof^icaJ  invcstifcation  has  established  that  in  tho  dim  pA«t 
these  islands  were  inhabited  by  a  race  who,  so  far  as  rctparcb  has 
yet  gone,  appears  to  have  loFt  no  tracoa  cither  in  our  lanf^uage  or 
tn  our  local  nomenclature.  This  race,  which  was  of  Iberic  or 
Basque  type,  woa  small  m  stature  and  darh  in  complexion.  It 
was  conquered  and  with  occasional  exceptions,  such  aa  the  tribe  of 
the  Silure«,  brought  into  subjection  by  an  inrading  immigration  of 
Gaels,  the  earliest  rac«  of  whom  there  are  any  linguistic  traces  in  the 
country,  and  whose  course  from  the  plains  of  India  to  Brlf-tinnia* 

•  It  woald  be  out  of  pWe  her>^  tn  fntcr  into  ft  dU^iiiiiitir>Ti  on  the  nri^pn  of 
the  tiun«  of  itritttin,  bul  a  careful  etudj'  of  all  the  kjaouii  forniB  of  the  woi-d 
tuid  il«  p«riDuUUoiu  iiidii«t>  n  very  rirone  belief  that  it  iiprin^n  from  Ibc  Ga4L 
£r«(MldM,thc'*great  land."  This  would  oe  quite  in  baniiony  with  tli«  ntate- 
incut  of  i/urn  C'oMiuj, "  thai  it  bud  been  n  cii->puti-d  point  whctbcr  the  land 
waa  a  cuDttueiit  or  ttu  idaud."  ([jdepcndently  even  of  chiH  il  wna  the  kryutt 
uland  kuown  to  the  sncieDt«,  and  compiirL-d  with  the  Scillin  or  with  Ireluid 
it  wDoIil  cnpliaiicall}'  be  the  *'  Oreat  kttd." 

u 


fAOEANTS 

may  be  traced  in  various  countries  by  mean:*  of  the  suffix  (an* 
the  equivaleat  of  the  Sanskrit  sfhana,  a  country.  These  invaders 
wore  followed  at  an  interval  of  time  by  a  race  whom  we  may  t«rm 
South  Ilritish,  represented  by  the  extinct  Cornish  language.  At 
tt  httcr  period  still,  probably  after  the  Roman  occupation,  came 
the  Cymty  or  Welsh,  a  third  Celtic  ruce,  from  Denmark  (the 
ChersonefiUB  Citnhrica)  and  the  south  of  Sweden,  about  CimhrU- 
hamn,  who,  landing  in  Scotland  about  the  parts  adjacent  to  Aber- 
deen, forced  their  way  southward  through  Cumberland,  until,  being 
encountered  by  the  opposing  tide  of  Anglo-Saxons  in  the  midland 
counties  of  England,  they  were  deflected  into  Walua  and  there 
dominated  or  drove  out  the  existing  Gaelic  and  Iberlc  popula- 
tion, t 

"  In  the  age  of  Alfred  we  all  know  that  those  regions  now  dis- 
tributed under  the  county  names  of  Dorset,  Wilts,  Somerset, 
Devon,  were  denominated  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  language  Wf/ii- 
fynne,  the  territory  or  dominion  of  the  *'  atnmgers,"  or  ItritODs,  a 
designation  which  cle-arly  shows  that  though  the  supreme  autho- 
rity might  by  arrangement  under  stress  of  conquest  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Wessex  king,  "  rex  tctins  Britanniic,"  the  Britons 
occupied  the  soil  and  maintaioed  virtual  rule. 

£ven  so  late  as  the  reign  of  Athelstan,  who  died  a.».  940,  or 
within  a  hundred  and  twenty-six  years  of  the  Norman  Conquest, 
Exeter,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Domnouii  (the  people  of  Dt/rtt- 
naint),  was  governed  by  a  compromise  between  the  two  races. 
The  city  was  divided  into  two  part«,  the  British  part  and  English 
part,  and  each  had  equal  power  iu  the  government  of  the  place. *'$ 

To  this  may  be  added  the  fact  that  the  South  British  element 
probably  extended  northwards  as  far  as  Herefordshire,  as  in  the 
twelfth  century  the  Liber  Llandart^tms  makes  mention  of  Llan 
Cemitc,  or  the  Cornish  place  situated  on  the  river  Dour,  a  tributary 

*  Otul,  t(i«,  Will,  a  country,  rfginn,  rorrilnry.  liin.1. 

t  Tbut  there  must  hixvv  hwn  n  Urijc  timclic  <f]vtnenl  in  Walea  at  a  compara- 
tively Ttetnt  prrio.1  U  )",ftrn-li!*.ively  jwwed  by  the  di»covery  «if  itontw  btsring 
Oghaoi  iiucriplioHB  appaivntiy  bp  late  w  the  eevcnili  ceiUurj'  in  Sotilb  Wnirs 
u  well  M  the  ulntrmMit  in  the  Brut  y  7)/iriiioiji'>n  that  the  men  or  tlic  fonU) 
in  the  year  1030  accepted  liein  a  ScM  fid  tlteir  king  ;  nriU  when  tlic  King  of 
Uwyn^d  maile  war  aguost  him,  lU-in  ImMly  led  on  his  liwit  a/ttr  iht  mnn- 
ntr  qf  tAi  Srots.  Moreover,  tDo^t  nf  the  rliu^irftl  nnmcs  of  the  trilics  in  Brilaiu 
sn  ondoubtedly  of  Gwlic  rrigin,  e.^.  Alrfhatii  from  Ailmthhtirh,  na  inlmhit- 
SQt  [  Ciimahii  from  Comanagfi,  the  nvcn'i  hill ;  Mona  from  Muine,  a  bralte  or 
abmbbery. 

I  NieholoB. 
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of  tliu  Wye,  which  seems  to  indicato  an  outlying  Cornish  settle- 
ment there. 

The  subject  people  in  An^Io-Saxon  times  were  therefore  com* 
posed  of  at  Icust  three  rncea.  The  Iherians,  who  had  been  sab- 
joeted  by  the  Gads,  the  Gaels  themselrcs,  and  the  South  British 
race. 

The  earliest  reference  to  vagabondage  in  the  nritish  Isles  is  to 
be  met  with  in  the  Roman  History  of  Amminuut  Marceltium  under 
the  year  368,  when  he  states,  "  That  nt  that  time  the  Picts,  who 
were  divided  into  two  nations,  the  Dic»lydona«*  and  the  Ver- 
turionea,t  and  lilcewise  the  Attacotti,  a  rcry  warlike  people,  and 
the  Scots,  were  all  roving  over  different  parts  of  the  country  and 
committing  great  ravages''  These  Attacotti  are  identitied  by  the  I 
Irish  annalistJ!  with  the  Aitheach-Tuiitha,  which  siguifius,  accord- 
ing to  O'Curry,  the  reut-paying  triUis  or  peoplu,  and  thuy  are 
•kid  to  have  ri«en  against  their  lords  on  aocount  of  the  exorbitant 
exactions  levied  upon  them  to  support  thoir  prodigal  eutertalu- 

Imeikts,  exactions  which  in  later  times  were  kuowu  under  the  name 
of  coshering.  Perhaps  also  their  treatment  as  slaves  may,  as  in 
Ister  times,  hnve  lia<l  sumelhing  to  suy  to  the  uprising,  since  Siraf/o 
tnTorme  us  that  the  Britons  were  in  the  habit  of  exporting  slates 
to  Ganl,  and  Cicero  says  that  Cioear  oould  not  find  au  ounce  of 
lilver  or  other  spoil  except  staves  in  Uritiun. 

Heyond  this,  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons,  we  have,  gone- 
rally  speaking,  few  authentic  records  of  tho  social  history  of 
Britain,  and  the  history  of  England  during  the  period  of  tho 
Sssan  domination  is  itself  a  mere  meagre  record  of  events.  Our 
Imowledge  of  vagrancy  in  those  times  can  thcroforo  as  a  rule  only 
be  deduced  infcrentiulU'  from  an  examination  of  such  laws  us 
kave  been  handed  down  to  us,  for  since  it  may  ordinarily  be 
accepted  as  on  axiom  that  laws  are  not  made  in  anticipation  of 
trlls  which  may  occur,  hut  to  remedy  such  as  are  proved  to  exist, 

»we  may  safely  assume  that  vagrancy  did  exixt  on  an  extensive  scale 
in  Staxon  times,  and  that  otherwise  we  should  not  find  laws  deal- 
ing with  it  in  the  Statute  Book.     The  lowest  elasses  of  tho  popn- , 
iniion  were  at  that  time  sunk  in  bondage,  in  slavery  as  absolute  ' 
as  it  is  possiblo  to  conceive,  and  under  which  they  were  liable  to  J 

H      *  iji  a  hazel  cotm^.    Tlii"  trcA  wu  formerly  held  in  great  eatiius- 

V  licii  <L     Mac  Cuill  ("  auu  of  tli*  buiel  "),  one  ol  Ihn  Uirev  Ivt  kin^^H  of 

UkTuaUia  Iff  13iuiitnR,  wmw  cjtll«i  bi;cittu<^  he  worshipjicl  the  hszel.  {Jayee.) 
t  fir-twt  (taca  gf  tl»  tenitury) :  a  tnhc  of  tluii  uauie  existed  in  Wlcklow. 

b2 


TAGRANT9  AXD  TAORAXCT. 

the  uiicontroUod  tyranny  of  muster  or  mistress  without  povor  oi 
appeal.  This  population  was,  us  we  have  already  Been,  com- 
posed  of  several  nationalities  and  tongues — the  Anglo-Saxons 
proper,  themselves  divided  into  numerous  dialocts  and  tribes  ;  (he 
races  tmbjoct  to  them  ;  and  later  on,  towards  tho  close  of  the  eighth 
century,  the  Danes  and  Norsempn. 

•Slaves  or  tMoirg  were  of  tn'o  classes,  those  who  were  so  by  birth 
and  those  who  became  so  as  captives  in  war,  or  wore  reduced  to 
slAvcry  through  crime,  insolvonoy,  gamblinft,  superior  legal  power, 
voluntary  surrender,  or  illegal  violonco.  '  In  addition  therofope  to 
the  causes  of  discontent  naturally  arising  from  the  lot  which 
reduced  many  people  to  the  rank  of  slavM,  there  must  have  been 
fruitful  sources  of  discord  in  the  enforcement  of  the  differing 
cuMoma  of  the  half-savage  tribes  who  then  inhabited  tho  country. 

But  the  next  in  rank  above  the  slave,  the  froedman  or  rrt>i7, 
suffered  also  from  disabilities  which  ho  must  often  have  desired  to 
shake  off.  "  At  the  earlieitt  period  of  Anglo-Saion  history  n/rrrtf- 
fUfin  hec-ame  the  "  man  "  of  the  master  who  had  emanui^uitMl  him, 
and  bad  no  right  of  choosing  another  lord,  a  disability  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  age,  derogated  from  perfect  freedom.  Many 
powerful  men  therefore,  when  they  freed  their  slaves,  expressly 
gave  thorn  this  right.  But  even  in  those  cases  the  poor  man  was 
constantly  robbed  of  his  prii-ilogc  on  the  pretence  that  there  wore 
debts  due,  or  fees  payable,  to  the  lord's  heir  or  iniuit^tt-rs.  To  such 
an  extent  was  this  carried  that,  in  the  tontli  century,  tho  freedraan 
had  pmciicully  lost  one  of  the  tnont  im|)ortaut.  rights  Uiat  the  laws 
pro[e»«d  to  secure  to  him.  Alfrcil  the  Qrt-ut  vma  protuibly  well 
aware  of  tliis  fact;  fur  by  his  will,  in  which  he  enfraiichised  all 
his  do|>cndonla,  and  gave  ihem  exprem  liberty  to  selw^t  their  future 
lord,  ho  says,  "  I,  in  thn  name  of  the  H^nng  God.  bid  that  no  man 
hinder  them,  either  hy  demands  nf  foe  or  any  other  thing,  from 
chofwing  as  lord  whomsoever  they  will." 

Nntwithmaiuiing,  however,  the  efforts  of  Alfred,  the  poor  free- 
man's right  was  soon  oompletcly  lost-  In  DomfKfftitf  Book  the 
privilege  of  leaving  hin  land  and  changing  his  lord  is  spoken  of 
as  one  of  the  diHtingtiishiug  marks  of  the  gcsithcundman.or  demi* 
noble ;  and  in  Sa/onaa  and  Sfifurn  we  read,  "  Lo  1  a  wealthy 
Doblo  may  easily  choose  for  himself,  according  to  his  mind,  a  mild 
lord,  a  prince  of  noble  birth  ;  but  a  poor  man  cantioi  do  so.''  * 

•  Thniip. 
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cy  must  oonsequontlf  bavu  been  u  natunil  result  of  such 
a  state  of  things.  The  fngitivo,  Trilh  iho  bnmd  of  Cain  on  him, 
wan  a  vaj^mnt  of  necessity,  hunted  to  dc-ath  like  a  wolf.  The  samo 
may  almost  be  said  of  the  slave  who  sorrod  under  a  hard  or  cruel 
Itaknutster  or  taskmistreas,  for  oven  mlstresaes  in  those  days 
■ometiines  whipped  their  lemalc  sUvofl  to  death.  Add  to  this  the 
?eatle«  den'res  of  many  to  change  their  lot  or  to  see  something  of 
the  outer  world,  and  we  can  form  some  idea  of  the  leading  causes 
of  vagrancy. 

But  th£  podtioD  of  the  vagrant  then  was  very  different  to  what, 
(r  is  now.  Tlierewere  neither  inns  nor  workhouses  to  shelter  him. 
Monosleries  there  were,  which  oould  give  him  easual  ahelter,  but 
they  were  far  apart,  loo  fur  in  moHt  instances  to  euuble  him  to 
ooTcr  the  diatance  in  a  day's  journey ;  there  were  therefore  only 
two  sources  of  subsistence  open  to  him,  private  hob'pitality  or 
plunder. 

The  primary  laws  against  vagr&ncy  which  wo  should  therefore 
Daturally  expect  to  6nd  on  the  Statute  Dook  would  be,  if  one  may 
K)  term  it,  laws  of  single- barrel  led  severity  against  fugitive  depon- 
dent0,and  of  doublc-luirrGUcd  severity  against  fugitive  dependents 
who  had  committed  other  infractions  of  the  tribal  code. 

The  first  of  these  laws  of  which  wo  have  any  record  is  that  of 
Kings  Iflothare  imd  Eadrie,  who  respectively  reigned  in  Kent 
from  67.3  to  680,  and  from  685  to  686.     This  law  cnacte  that— 

**  If  a  man  entertain  a  stranger  for  three  nights  at  his  own 
homo,  a  chapman,  or  any  other  that  hoa  come  over  the  march,* 
and  thrji  feod  bim  with  bin  own  food,  and  he  then  do  harm  to  any 
m;m,  let  the  man  bring  the  other  to  justice,  or  do  justice  for  him."  t 

The  host  therefore  who  entertained  a  stranger  did  so  at  the 
risk  of  incurring  responsibility  for  any  offence  he  might  subse- 
quently commit,  but  the  law  is  silent  both  as  to  the  duration  of 
this  responsibility  and  the  mode  of  its  ^forcement. 

The  chapman  was  in  Anglo-Saxon  times  an  important  person- 
age. He  was  the  general  dealer  or  itinerant  shopkeeper ;  and  both 
for  the  security  of  his  goods  and  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
them  mtist  m  a  rule  have  bad  numerous  attendants.     He  could 

*  K '■  ■--!  to  ilcnotc  iwl  only  the  whole  district  occiipictl  h\  <tne  untall 

eoD)!  il  mure  cnpi^islly  tlioac  fore^U  anil  waclen  by  whirli  Uio  arxWn 

^•v*  '.I.  .  .; :.  .lad  wbicli  R[>arotnl  Uiv  [KxeeaaioQB  of  ou«  tribe  troiu  tliOM  of 
SBirther, 

t  C,  IS. 
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be  an  encnurager  of  vagninoy  in  two  ways — ^by  receiving  and  dis- 
poAing  of  tbe  goodfl  of  the  vagrant  plander«r,  and  l^  laking  tho 
fugitive,  whetlier  theow  or  coorl,  into  his  train.  Ono  of  the  lawa 
of  lite.  King  of  WeMci  from  688  to  725,  is  directed  agBinst  the 
first  of  these  forms  of  <lcHnqucncy. 

"  If  a  chupman  traffic  up  among  the  people,  let  him  do  tt  bofo 
witneases.  If  stolen  property  be  attached  with  a  chapman,  ant 
he  have  not  bought  it  before  good  vitneMc«,  let  him  prove,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  *  wil«,*  •  that  he  wa«  neither  privy  (to  the  theft)^ 
nor  thief;  or  pay  as  '  wite '  xxxvi  ehillinge."  t 
/.  This  was  supplouiented  in  tbe  reign  of  King  Alfre<l  (871 — 9011 
by  a  restrictiTtt  measure  upou  tboee  whom  the  chapman  tool 
bis  train. 

"  It  is  also  directed  to  cbaprapu,  that  tbey  bring  the  mon  wnc 
they  take  up  with  them  before  the  King's  reeve  at  the  fulk-mote, 
aud  let  it  be  stated  boir  many  of  tbem  there  are ;  and  let  them 
take  Buch  men  with  them  as  they  may  be  able  afterwards  to  pre- 
sent for  justice  at  the  folk-raote ;  and  when  they  have  need  ef 
more  men  up  with  them  on  their  journey,  let  them  always  deolue 
it,  as  often  as  their  need  may  be,  to  the  king's  reeve,  in  presence 
of  the  'gemot.'  "S 

At  the  same  time  it  is  quite  possible  that  this  taw  may  also 
have  been  partially  frumed  with  a  view  to  restrict  the  traffic  in 
slaves,  because  in  the  famous  story  of  St.  Gregory  and  tho  English 
slaves  who  were  brought  to  Home  for  salo  in  tho  sixth  century, 
Bede,  who  relates  it,  says  that  the  slavoa  were  brought  by  tbe 
chapmen  among  many  other  saleable  things. 

In  all  ages  it  has  been  found  that  those  whose  circumstances 
border  on  poverty  have  most  sj-mpathy  with  the  poor ;  and  the 
following  law  of  ITuig  /»<-  appears  to  recognise  the  iact,  as  it  for- 
bids the  ccorl  who  utood  lowest  in  the  ranks  of  ft^eemen  to  harbour 
fugitives,  and  it  shows  infercutially  that  the  practice  prevailed 
extensively.  This  sympathy  in  many  instances  probably  arose 
from  two  causes,  sym[>athy  with  the  oppressed  and  sympathy  of 
race,  as  a  good  many  ceorls  aud  a  large  number  of  theows  were 
without  doubt  of  Celtic  race,  and  would  therefore  have  a  common 

•  Mtilct,  fin*.    Thin  wm.  the  )<«iij>lty  fallinn  to  the  kinR  (except  in  eases 
alieaBtiim  in  ottien)  ur  to  thf>  hlnt«>.  for  vinlntion  of  tlie  Isw. 

+  C  SS,     01  tln"  jimmevinK  of  chnjmien  U|»  the  coaniry. 

t  A  geiienil  iWBeDibly  ot  ttie  people,  vhcihcr  it  was  lidd  hi  a  dty  or  town 
(liiifi:),  or  cort«i«Wil  fit  llie  whole  ahm. 

i  C.  34.    Of  Cljs|>tnen, 
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Irand  of  antipathj  to  the  Suxoa  lord.  The  Uvr  also  forbids  tlio 
"goaitfamAii  "  to  take  recruits  from  the  vagrant  ciass. 

"  If  a  man  accuse  a  *  c^orlish  '  miin  of  harbouring  a  fugitive, 
let  him  clear  himself  according  to  his  own  '  wfir.'  *  If  ho  canoot, 
let  hiiQ  pay  for  him  according  to  his  own  'wlt';  and  the 
'  geathman  '  f  in  tike  manner  according  to  bis  '  wer.*  "  t 

The  fugitire  ccorl  next  appears  as  the  auhjoct  of  legislation  in 
the  reign  of  Kinff  I»e.  The  puniahmcnt  which  the  law  inflicted 
oc  him  was  nominallr  a  pccuniurv  one ;  and  oonnidcriiig  that  a 
Cow  or  a  sheep  was  in  thoAO  days  valued  at  a  shilling,  the  penalty 
was  a  severe  one,  and  could  only  have  been  paid  with  the  asaist- 
anoe  of  his  friends  and  kinfifolk. 

"If  any  one  go  from  hia  lord  without  leave,  or  steal  himself 
away  into  another  shire,  and  be  bo  ditK-overed,  let  him  go  where 
he  was  before,  and  pay  to  his  lord  i.x  i<hillings."  § 

If  the  ceorl  foiled  to  pay  this  amercement  he  became  a  vU^lAfoic 
or  penal  slave,  a  class  condemned  to  slavery  for  crime,  or  from 
inability  to  pay  the  fines  incurred  for  violation  of  the  law.  Should 
he  have  committed  tbef^  before  lie  was  degraded  to  the  condition 
of  a  tdti-tAtoK  he  was  liable  to  a  cruel  whipping  at  the  handa  of 
his  accuser,  and  if  ho  fled  from  his  master  th«  penalty  was 
ignominious  death. 

"  If  any  man  be  a  '  wTte-theow  *  newly  made  a  '  theow,'  and  Lo 
be  accused  that  he  had  bufore  thieved  ere  he  was  made  a  '  theow,' 
then  may  the  accuser  have  one  scourging  at  bim  :  let  him  follow 
him  to  the  scourging  according  to  his  value."  II 

"If  a'wite-tbeow,'  an  Engli8hnian,1i  steal  himself  iiway,  let  him 
be  hanged,  and  nothing  paid  to  his  lord.  If  any  one  slay  him  lot 
nothing  be  paid  to  his  kindred,  if  they  have  not  redeemed  him 
within  twelve  months."  •* 

The  next  law,  that  of  n'ihfrftd.ff  king  of  Kent  from  690  to  725, 
is  directed  against  wandering  monks  who  appear  even  at  that 

*  Tbe  SQiount  pavnhle  tn  th>>  nrUtinnn  of  a  tnnnlprfd  miui  as  rompcnuUion 
lor  kUUnc  him,  oi  pBtuMe  by  him  to  riIwib  hie  lift-  when  Iprfn'ilcil. 

t  A  nmit^ry  onmfMUitnn  nr  Tollower  <tl  a»  Angto-SaXon  chief  or  king.  Some 
of  thcK  "geeiths"  lisd  lauJ,  othi^rs  had  noU 

I  C  30,     In  ctm:  a  "  Ccorlish  "  mnn  )iftrhrtur  a  fugitive 

I  C  30.    Of  goiug  fnna  his  lord  without  leave. 

ff  C.  48.     Of  wite-theovraicii. 

H  /.«.  an  Angh-Aizm  ;  a  Celt  vrtM  dengminated  a  TVtaOi,  or  foreigoer. 

••  a  24l     or  •UyiiiB  a  "  wlUs-theow." 

H  Kiru  Wiiitnrd,  though  a  l^UUU>r,  was  not  n  scholar,  aa  we  tind  him  abimt 
tb«  year  foO  affixing  bis  avea  to  a  charter  which  be  grouted,  to  whi(:b  wa* 
taddeil  "  pro  ignomntu  litcranmi.'' 
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early  period  to  have  gone  about  in  such  numbers  as  to  need  reprts- 
sive  legislation. 

"  If  8  aliom  man  go  waudvring  about  for  hoepitality,  let  it  be 
given  him  once;  and,  unless  be  have  leave,  let  it  not  bo  that  oiy 
one  entertain  him  longer."  * 

The  ecclesiastical  authorities  seem  also  to  have  fell  called  upcn 
to  deal  with  the  evil,  as  Etj/fm-t,  who  wus  Archbishop  of  York 
from  732  to  767,  made  the  following  ordinance : — 

"  Lot  not  monks  remove  from  pluce  to  place,  but  lot  them 
remain  in  the  same  obedience  which  they  undertook  at  the  time 
of  their  convereioc." 

Theae  erratic  habits  on  the  part  of  the  monks  were  probably 
engenden?d  by  tho  fact  that  for  want  of  churches  the  pnests  hud 
in  tho  earliest  times  beon  ot^ciistomed  in  the  discharge  of  their 
office  to  wander  from  place  to  place. 

'-  Poor  laws  there  were  none  at  this  period  ;  in  fiicf,  in  point  of 
theory  there  ought  not  to  have  been  any  in  need  of  public  charity, 
as  every  person  of  the  lowest  rank  was  by  custom  supposed  to  be 
the  dependent  of  a  superior  rank.  But  there  mast  have  been 
ceorls  who  sank  into  poverty  owing  to  misfortune,  such  as  acci- 
dent, fumiue,  cattle  murrain,  ttad  other  causes,  and  who  being 
auable  to  find  any  one  in  their  neighbourhood  able  to  lako  them 
into  service  be<:ame  in  danger  of  starvatiou  :  and  again  there  were 
probably  harsh  und  cruel  masters  who  discarded  their  infirm, 
impotent,  or  superfluous  servants  or  their  children,  and  left  them 
without  subsistence.  Being  forbidden  to  wander,  these  poor  people 
would  therefore  starve  if  no  source  of  relief  were  open  to  them, 
and  the  only  source  from  which  they  could  derive  ii  was  the 
Church.  From  the  lime  of  Archbishop  Themhre  downwards,  there 
seem5  to  have  been  great  need  for  this  proviaiou,  judging  from 
the  eccla-nasticol  ordinances  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us. 

Archbishop  Ecgheri  soys  :  "  The  priests  are  to  take  tithes  of  tho 
people,  and  to  make  a  written  list  of  tho  names  of  the  givers,  and 
oo-'ording  to  the  authority  of  tho  canons  they  are  to  divide  them 
in  the  presence  of  tho  men  that  fear  God.  Tho  first  part  they  are 
to  take  for  the  adornment  of  tho  church  ;  but  the  second  they  are 
in  all  humility  mercifully  to  distribute  with  their  own  hands  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  and  strangers;  the  third  part,  however,  the 
priests  may  reserve  for  themselves."  t  "  Be  thou  gentle  and 
*  §  7.  t  Exccqitivnce  Kiybcrti,  Arcli.  EUir.  V. 
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charitable  to  the  poor,  zealous  in  aliii»giviag.  in  attendasce  at 
church,  and  in  the  giving  of  tithe  to  God's  church  and  the  poor."  * 

"The  monasteries  were  open  at  sU  time«  and  all  seasons  for  the 
relief  of  trareUers  ;  oxlra  buildings  were  proWded  for  their  recep- 
tion, and  officers  appointed  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  they 
were  liberally  entertained,  and  that  they  conducted  themaelvcs 
discreetly."  t 

I  The  duly  of  hospitality  was  also  strongly  inculcated  by  the 
Church,  a«  is  evident  from  the  following  ordinance  of  Theodore, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  from  66S  to  690. 

"  Whosoever  doth  not  receive  a  Bojoumer  into  hia  house,  as  his 
Lord  ordainoth  and  promiscth  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  there- 
for, where  Ho  saith,  '  Como  yo  blessed  of  my  Father,  receive  the 
Kingdom,'  for  such  time  as  he  rocoiveth  not  sojourners  and  hath 
not  fulfilled  the  commands  of  the  gospel,  and  hath  not  woRbed 
the  feet  of  the  poor,  nor  dono  alms,  so  long  let  him  do  penance  on 
bread  and  water,  if  ho  amend  not."  * 

••  The  Anglu-Sttxon  raonarchs  wore  famous  for  their  hospitality, 
particularly  at  festive  seasons.  At  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Whitsun- 
tide they  kept  open  house  for  several  days,  entertaining  all  comers, 
high,  low,  rich,  and  poor,  nnd  the  nobles  imitated  their  cxumplo."§ 

King  Alfred,  we  are  told  by  Aeser,  "  bestowed  alms  and 
largesses  on  both  natives  and  foreigners  of  all  countries." 

In  the  reign  of  Ki»(f  Eihcard  the.  Eh(er  (901 — 924)  the  fugitive 
bondsman  again  forms  tho  subject  of  legislation. 

"  Let  DO  man  receive  another  man's  man  without  his  leave 
whom  he  before  followed,  and  until  ho  bo  blameless  towards  every 
hand.  If  any  one  so  do,  let  him  make  'hot'  ||  my  'oferhyroewl'."  ** 

The  reign  of  JElhe/stan  (924 — 940).  whose  life  was,  according 
to  WiUiam  of Matmetbury,  "in  time  little— in  deeds  great,"  was 
e^)ccially  fruitful  tu  legislation. 

The  first  enactment  of  this  reign  deals  with  the  lordless  man,  or 

*  Confcsiionale  Ecgberti,  .\iv-h.  Kbor. 

+  Thrupp. 

X  LiU-r  PL-nltentisIb  ThiHMliiri  .\n;h.  CWnmsr.  Eccl.  XXV.  Of  ra^niif^and 
luarT,  uiil  liim  who  iloth  iiui  ivctivc  soJQumerB  and  doUi  not  fuUil  the  voia- 
nuiMd  of  ihc  goepeL 

tTtnipp. 
Ci(m|>cTiMLion. 
CunU:iiil<t  in  the  present  legal  sense  of  Uie  temi :  alttu  tlte  penalty  Attached 
lb  aucb  cuuteuipt,  the  various  ntcs  o{  which  werv  lixed  sccoruiiig  Lu  Lhc  {uitjr 
offeniled. 
**  0.  10,    Of  him  wlio  rcnivcs  another  uiui'h  man  wicliuul  leavf. 
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man  without  a  muatcr,  for  whom  a  mastor  mtut  be  foand  snd  for 
whose  uppouranco  to  answer  any  accusation  hU  kindred  must  he 
rtispOHHiblc,  otherwise  ho  moy  be  eloJn  wherever  he  is  met  with.* 

"  And  we  haro  ordainod :  respecting  thoae  lordleM  men  of  whom 
no  law  con  bo  got,  that  the  kindred  be  commanded  that  they^H 
domicile  him  to  foIl{-nght,t  and  find  him  a  lord  in  the  folk-mote  ;1^| 
and  if  they  then  will  not  or  cannot  produce  him  at  the  term,  then 
he  he  thenceforth  a  'flyma,'t  and  let  him  slay  him  for  a  thief 
who  can  come  at  him  :  and  whoever  after  that  shall  harbour  him, 
let  him  pav  for  him  according  to  his  '  wer/  or  by  it  clear  him- 
self/'§ 

The  next  law  deals  with  the  freeman  who,  having  deserted  bii 
original  settiemeut,  desired  to  return  to  it. 

"  And  we  have  ordained :  if  any  landless  umn  obuuld  bucome  a 
follower  in  another  shire,  and  aguin  seek  bis  kinsfolk ;  that  ho 
may  harbour  bim  on  thi^  condition,  that  be  present  him  to  folk- 
rijj'ht  if  bo  there  do  any  wrong,  or  miike  '  but '  for  him.  II 

The  next  four  deal  with  the  penalties  iuguxred  by  those  who 

•  The  Commonwealth  was  knit  topethcr  hj  the  law  of  ih«  "free  boTRli" 
Thia  wiis  a  a,Vfllem  ul'  mutuul  i^uiv.-tv,  wiil  &1mj  uf  iuuIuilI  vi-piiU,  fur  it  rendered 
i-vny  niMD  ariowciiilii'*  fi'i'  lii^*  tit'i);h)ic>iti';  utiil  i'oiixv<|U«iitrT  ciiiii]>i-n<!()  liiiii  Ki 
watrh  hifl  nci;|ihbi>urii  nc:l><  with  tu^piciuti  and  jvaluui^y.     Wliui  bluod  wa^  h\k^^ 
tl)c  n«imst  lowii  mil  I'll  wvri^  iiIUicIkxI,  aiid  aii  uri'uuiit  wiut  rt-<|iiiml  fri'm  tiiem. 
The  townHlii])  aii<l  ihe  hitrt'liud  itii^lit  W  miiurt-'eJ  fur  ihn  trim&^'rv<<--J(iiiii  of  thoMJ 
who  wen  wilhin  tlieir  I'iciljjv.     lio  wiin  ivfiiHil  In  ,t|iiH-iir  iti  iMurl,  ttft*r  law- 
Fnl  eummoni>,  I'mke  tlui  roni|iiirt  nhii^h  tK)uiid  him  to  ine  CnnimciDWemUh  ;  hu 
became  an  outlaw  ;  he  hail  »piinicil  the  proti'itiunof  the  houihI  curiirnuiiity,  and . 
ht  obtoinctl  none  ;  hin  protitrty  Titia  foneiteil,  he  bore  a  "  wdTit  hMul,"  and  hai 
loiglit  be  tilaiii  nilb  iiupunilr.     But  ontlanTv  couli]  not  b«  pmnouiicvd  unlets' 
by  the  aolemn  judguii'ni  of  IJio  Shire  or  the  fturKhiiioutT  u^ir  until  the  otfcudrr 
bod  been  oflcutimes  required  lo  come  in,  aiid  abide  the  »«iitenc«  of  the  Inn. 

The  punifthmcnta  of  the  Uw  w«rc  rigoroun.  Ocwwionidly  tliev  were  miti- 
glled  h^' that  yuiniing  to  do  jiiiruc«  in  mercir  «>  often  oceat^Joniiiga  ]iikiiiful 
atruggle  in  the  l^tialalor  who  iiaa  eubiectcd  hini^elf  to  dutiut  which  hv  tegieiMl 
loporfonn.  If  Una  Crimitml  hod  tuKcii  »mctunr>',  he  miKht  »avc  Lie  li»  hfi 
ubjiiTing  Lh0  Kaliii  ;  and  the  white  M'and,  which  he  bore  in  Im  hand  whilut  lie 
wai>  joume^in};  to  the  em-ihore,j>mlfiti.tl  him  iiuiiitt^t  all  further  banu.  Sutue 
Urea  wetv  eovwl  by  the  "  ht-iiefil  of  cler]^y,"  wliich  siibstitiiled  a  wevere  wid 
pwnftil  imprisonment  for  capiuil  pmiiehmeiii.  An  uppk^^id.  whether  of  thefl  or 
murder,  could  not  be  rclmwd  or  jwnlimi^  by  tlve  Viiii;.  But  ilie  kin^V  juxlices. 
even  in  early  time«.  greatly  diwouraged  this  vindictive  remedy.  They  rcfiuipffi 
the  uUuoBt  nicoCy  in  tli«  pleailin^ :  and  by  allowins  the  <!ef(!n(hkriL  to  avail 
himMlf  of  every  teihuieiil  obiection  which  he  could  raiu,  the  appellor  wa* 
eofiilT  sent  not  of  court— Palo  bay  e. 

+  The  oriRiniil,  unwritten,  tmd«t»lood  compact,  by  which  every  frpt-maD 
enjoyed  hin  ri^ht^  an  a  frv«man.    Tbe  common  or  custuuiaiy  law  of  the  land. 

X  A  runaway,  vMusbond.  4  I-  ^  ^     ^^  lordlen  men. 

II  I.  e.  &    Of  landless  men. 
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other  people's  dependents  without  the  leave  of  their 
muter:— 

"  And  let  no  m&n  receive  anotlicr  man's  man,  wiihoui  his  Iravo 
whom  ho  before  followed.  If  any  oao  bo  do:  let  him  give  up 
the  man,  and  make  '  hot '  the  king's  '  oferhymes.'  And  lot  no 
one  dismiss  his  accused  man  from  him  before  ho  has  done  what 
is  right"  • 

"Let  not  any  one  harbour  the  man  of  another  without  the 
leave  of  him  to  whom  he  owed  ftuit  before,  neither  within  nor 
without  the  mark.  Moreorer,  let  not  a  lord  rcfuso  Boke-right  t 
to  a  free  man  if  he  has  him  rightfully  in  hi«  keeping."  t 

"  And  whosoever  shall  harbour,  whether  within  or  without  the 
k,  the  man  uf  another  who,  on  his  ill-doing,  haslet  bim  depart 
sad  is  unable  to  punish  him,  let  him  pay  to  the  king  a  hundred 
»nd  twenty  shillings,  and  let  the  mnn  return  lo  the  place  whence 
he  come  forth  and  do  right  to  the  ]ord  whom  be  tarred  before."  $ 

"And  he  who  receives  another  man's  man,  whom  he  for  his 
evil  conduct  turns  away  from  him,  and  whom  he  cannot  clear  of 
his  evil,  let  him  pay  for  him  to  him  whom  he  before  followed,  and 
give  to  the  king  cxx  shillings.  But  if  the  lord  will  forcdu  the 
man  wrongfully;  then  let  him  clear  himself,  if  ho  cau,  at  the  fulk- 
mote:  and  if  he  bu  innocent,  hi  him  («ek  whatever  lord  he  will, 
in  virtue  of  that  testimony  ;  because  I  grant  that  each  of  them 
who  is  innocent  may  follow  such  lord  us  he  will.  And  such  reeve 
as  shall  neglect  tliis,  and  will  not  care  about  it,  let  him  to  pay  to 
the  king  his  *  oferbymcB,'  if  any  one  truly  charge  it  to  him,  and 
he  cannot  exculpate  himself.  And  such  reeve  as  shall  take  meed- 
money,||  and  thereby  suppress  another's  right;  let  him  pay  the 
king's  '  oferhymcs,'  and  aUo  hear  the  disgrace,  so  as  we  have 
ordained.     And  if  it  be  a  thane  who  ^hiill  go  do,  he  it  the  like."  ^ 

This  law  pretty  plainly  indicates  that  the  sherifTs  frequently 
accepted  bribes  for  couuteuanoiug  false  accusations  against  the 
dependcnt-a  of  the  lords. 

Next  comes  a  law  of  fCin^  Edmund  (940 — 046),  which  requires 
the  host  who  knowingly  entertains  a  fugitive  offender  to  bring 
him  to  justice  or  to  pay  componBatton  for  his  misdeeds; — ■ 

*  ].  c-  2i.    Of  hitD  wlio  receivMi  «iu>t]Kr  mau'H  man. 
t  Prtvilf);!^  nr  fnuirhiBes.  X  II>  t.  i. 

UI.  c.  4.    Of  bitii  vrtto  barboun  U]«  rnan  of  auolher. 
A  bribe,  hntli  ninn'^y. 
f  IV,  c  1.  Of  lum  nlto  tvroivn  snvthcr  ouut's  uuui. 
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"  Anil  I  will  not  that  any  one  liar1>our  the  man  of  onotfaor 
before  lio  be  quit  in  respect  of  every  authority  that  may  cluim 
right  from  him ;  unrl  if  any  maintain  or  sustain  a  man  to  the  doing 
of  damage,  let  him  keep  him  in  charge  to  produce  him  to  ia»ki 
amends,  otherwise  let  him  make  good  what  the  other  ought  to 
make  good."* 

"We  now  come  to  the  canona  enacted  under  King  Edgar  (958— 
975),  which  probably  owe  their  origin  to  the  energy  of  Sf.  Dun- 
$fan,  and  which  again  inculcate  the  duty  of  almsgiving. 

"And  we  enjoin,  that  the  prieats  ao  distribute  the  people's 
alm^  that  they  do  both  give  plea«ure  to  God,  and  accustom  the 
people  to  alma." 

"  When  a  man  (ants,  then  let  the  dishes  that  would  have  been 
euten  be  all  disliibuted  to  Ood's  poor." 

The  Ea:lf'9i<i!stkul  InvdMiV  urge  the  duty  of  almsgiving  mors 
forcibly  still. 

"  It  is  daily  needful  for  every  man,  that  he  give  his  alms  to 
poor  men ;  but  yet  when  wc  fai«t,  then  ought  wo  to  give  greater 
alms  than  on  other  days,  beoause  the  meat  and  the  drink  wo 
should  then  use  if  we  did  not  fast,  we  ought  to  distribute  to  tiie 
poor.t 

"A  multitude  of  persona  partook  of  the  hospitality  of  tho  rich 
man'H  mansion  who  wore  not  worthy  to  be  admitted  to  his  tables. 
These  assembled  at  meal-times  outside  the  gate  of  his  house,  and 
it  wua  a  custom  to  lay  aside  a  portion  of  the  provisions  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  them,  with  tho  fragments  from  the  table.  In 
At/ric'e  homily  for  tho  second  Sunday  after  Pentecost,  the 
preacher,  after  dwelling  on  tho  story  of  Jjizarus,  who  was  spurned 
from  the  rich  man's  table,  appeals  to  his  Anglo-Saxon  audience: 
"  Many  Lazaruses  ye  have  now  lying  at  your  gates,  begging  for 
your  superfluity."  Bede  tells  us  of  the  good  King  Oswald,  that 
when  he  was  once  sitting  at  dinner,  on  Easter-day,  with  bis  bishop, 
having  a  silver  dinh  full  of  dainties  before  him,  as  they  were  just 
ready  to  bless  the  bread,  the  servant  whose  duty  it  was  to  relieve 
the  poor,  come  in  on  a  sudden,  and  told  the  king  that  a  great  mul> 
tttude  of  needy  persons  from  all  parts  were  sitting  in  the  streets 
begging  some  alma  of  tho  king.  Tho  latter  immediately  ordered 
the  proviaions  set  before  him  to  bo  carried  to  the  poor,  and  the 

♦  CuuciKhin  ''n/i»ifi>ii(n*f,  c  3.    or  him  who  ihalt  barbotir  tlipnuin  of  another; 
or  iiball  maiaUiiu  ao;  lu  luiulbur's  lUmai^c  t  WXVIU. 
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Aieh  to  be  cut  in  pieces  and  divided  among  them.  In  the  picture 
of  a  Saxon  house  given  in  an  old  manuscript,  wc  find  the  lord  of 
the  household  on  a  son  oi'  throne  at  tho  entrance  to  his  hall,  pro- 
siding  over  the  distribution  of  his  charity.  This  seat,  generally 
under  an  arch  or  cauopy,  is  ofteu  represented  in  the  Saxon 
DunuscriptA,  and  the  chief  or  lord  seated  under  it,  distributing 
justice  or  cbarity."'  Begging  was  termed  wml/,  and  to  beg 
wiilia»,  from  which  we  get  the  English  word  tehef'Ue,  which  is  an 
eloquent  <A'itness  of  the  coaxing  character  of  the  beggar's  appeal. 

Sittg  C»hI  (1017 — 1035),  whoee  laws  exhibit  a  kigher  degree  of 
■Dcittl  development  than  those  which  preceded  them,  repeated  the 
iBwagainstharfaouringauother  man's  man  in  the  following  terms: — 

"And  that  no  one  receive  any  man  longer  than  three  nights, 
unless  he  ehall  recommend  him  whom  he  before  followed ;  and  let 
no  one  dismiss  his  man  before  ho  bo  clear  of  every  suit  to  which 
he  had  been  previously  cited."! 

At  the  same  time  on  attempt  ac«mg  to  have  been  made  to  prO' 
taot  the  fricndle^man  from  lynch  law  by  the  following  enactment. 

"  And  if  a  friendless  man  ^  or  a  comer  from  ofur  bo  so  dis- 
tnaaed,  through  want  of  frtenda,  that  he  has  uo  '  borh  '  §  at  tho 
'fniin<tihtle;*  [I  let  him  then  submit  to  prison,  and  there  abide, 
until  be  go  to  God'ia  ordeal,  and  there  let  bim  fare  as  he  may. 
Verily  he  who  dooms  a  worse  doom  to  the  friem^leas  and  the 
comer  from  afar  than  to  his  fellow,  injures  himself."  H 

It  ia  quite  possible  that  this  law  may  have  been  intended  to 
servo  aa  a  ^wcies  of  conciliation  to  the  (hgitive,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him  from  resortiug  to  extreme  measures  against  bis  pursuers, 
a«  he  was  able  to  retaliate  on  them  in  a  formidable  manner  by 
setting  6re  to  their  homesteads  and  woods.  That  the  crime  of 
■TGOO  hud  very  muvb  inoreaaod  may  be  iiifiTred  from  the  liict  that 
whereas  in  the  reign  of  iKtheUtan  (I.  c  6),  the  penalty  for  this 
offence  was  the  same  as  for  a\'enging  a  thief,  viz.  cxx  shillings, 
in  the  reign  of  Cnui  it  was  made  "  biitleaii"  **  (c.  Co),  that  is, 
punisbablo  by  death  only. 

Judged  by  his  decrees,  Cnul  seems  to  have  been  soHcitoue  for 
the  welfare  of   the  poor  and  oppressed.     In  bis  epistle  to  the 

*  Wright  +  C  2B.    Quod  nemo  plu»  tpitluo  jwcipiatur  honp'tio- 

X  A  murdmr,  nn  oiillair,  a  tliief,  niid  a  runaway  convict  uarc  weie  oan- 
•idovd  liiendkn  men  and  miftht  not  be  avenged. 

iSarrtjf,  l[  Fimt  amiiutLion,  fipflt  charge. 

.  (-'.  3fl.    Of  frii*mll<'»B  uieti.  **  Xol  ppcHiiiiirily  rcooinpcniable. 
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Englisli  on  bis  departure  from  Rome,  he  iays,  "  I  now  therefore 
adjure  all  my  bishops  bDcl  govemon  throughout  my  kingdom,  by 
Iho  fidelity  they  owe  to  Qod  and  to  me,  to  take  care  that,  befiore 
I  come  to  England,  dU  dues  owing  by  ancient  custom  be  dis- 
ohargod,  that  Is  to  iioy,  plough-alme.*  ...  If  these  and  »uch  like 
things  are  not  paid  before  I  come  to  Kugland,  all  who  shall  have 
offended  will  incur  the  penalty  ot'  a  royal  mulct." 

Robbery  with  violence  was  commoQ  enough  in  Anglo-Saxon 
times,  the  prevailing  law  being  the  law  of  the  strongest.  Three 
cluKHOB  of  ulluuders  are  mentioned  in  the  laws,  the  Erst  consisting 
of  those  who  rubbed  in  parties  of  less  than.  seTon,  the  second  of 
thoso  who  numbertid  mure  than  seven  and  not  more  than  thirty- 
five  in  a  "  hloth  "  or  troop,  and  the  third  those  who  pillaged  in 
larger  numbers,  and  who  formed  a  "here"  or  host.t  In  order 
to  limit  the  evil,  Ctiut  hit  ujion  the  device  of  making  e\*iTy 
male  take  a  pledge  against  tbicring.  **  And  we  will,  that  ever^ 
man  above  twelve  yeara  make  oath  that  he  will  neither  be  a  thief 
nor  cognisant  of  theft,"  | 
/  Like  his  prcdeceamra  lite  and  Ethelred,  he  legislated  against 
selling  slaves  out  of  the  country,  especially  into  heathendom ;  bnt 
the  law  cannot  have  been  much  rt-^pccted  if  a  passage  iu  WiUiam 
tff  Mitlmfaburjf  is  to  be  trutited.  Bpeakiitg  of  Cnut's  sister,  the 
wife  of  Godwin.  Earl  of  Kent,  he  says,  "  It  is  reported  that  she 
was  ill  the  habit  of  purchasing  companies  of  alavea  iu  England, 
and  sending  them  into  Denmark,  more  especially  girls,  whose 
beauty  and  age  rendered  them  more  valuable,  that  she  might 
wxninnla(«  mtmey  by  this  horrid  traffic." 

We  uuwiirrivo  at  the  reign  of  A'</irii'^  Mr  Co»/rMor  (1042 — 1006), 
when  the  law  regarding  the  harbourage  of  strangers  becomes 
much  mon>  vlubumte,  the  rcMon  being  that  many  influential  land- 
owners frequently  foetarad  wandering  oriminals  to  further  thetr 
own  nefarious  purpnscst,  and  then  denied  respnnAibility  for  their 
acts  on  the  ground  that  ihe  offenders  were  guests  and  not  servants. 

*'  If  any  entertain  a  man  known  or  unknown  for  two  nights,  he 
may  keep  him  as  a  sojourner;  and  if  the  man  do  wrong  the  boat 
shall  suffer  no  loss  for  him.  But  if  he  to  whom  the  man  ba^  done 
wrong  mokes  oompbiint  to  jwtioe  in  that  it  was  done  by  the 

*  A  fsaa^  brm«7pl<Ki^,thju  ia,farsa  nwli  load  ■*  a  ploo^  eoaUlfl^ 
lo  h*  4tftnmiMt  In  Umi  ftit*  -.  it  «a»  |atstt|«  to  GtWn  itm  bum  tjuOcr. 
t  Uvi  of  Kin^  /m,  c  13.  :  C  il.    Of  TliiiTm 
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eoonacl  of  the  hoet.,  then  the  host  sliall  purge  himself  by  ooth  vith 
two  Inv-worthy  neighbours  if  he  can,  both  of  hta  counsel  and  of 
ihc  deed.  (iHherwise  he  shall  make  good  the  Loss  and  the  vrong. 
But  if  he  shall  entertiiin  the  man  a  third  night  aad  that  roan  shaU 
do  wrong  to  any,  the  host  nhall  bring  him  to  justice  as  though  be 
vere  one  of  the  household ;  as  the  English  say,  Tutio  tiicfe 
yttte  the  thinld*  niete  agen  hine.*  And  if  he  is  unable  to 
bring  him  to  justice  he  shall  have  the  term  of  u  month  and  a 
day.  And  if  he  in  able  to  find  tlie  man,  the  vrongdo>er  ohull  make 
good  the  damage  done  and  the  amends,  if  he  can,  and  (the  wite) 
for  tiie  body,  if  the  wroug  was  done  thereto.  And  if  the  wrong- 
doer caoDot  make  good  the  damage  done,  the  boat  who  entertained 
him  shall  make  good  the  loss  and  the  forfeit,  and  if  he  hunself  be 
fiaq>ect  of  jostice  he  shall  purge  himself  by  the  judgment  of  the 
hundred  or  shire."  t 

Koxt  oomes  a  law  which  marks  an  important  era  in  the  repres- 
■ioD  of  extorted  maintenance.  The  virtues  of  hospitulity  were 
sedulously  cultivated  by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  and  strangers  woro 
everywhere  woloonaed  and  entertained.  But  this  voty  virtue 
became  in  course  of  time  a  source  of  abuse.  Kings  and  nobles 
atrove  to  convert  voluntary  hospitality  into  an  obligatory  right 
to  entertain  themaMvea  and  their  followers,  and  in  course  of  time 
thia  ayatom  of  free  billoting  bocatne  a  burdensome  and  intolerable 
nuisance.  Many  mona.Meries  in  tho  ninth  century  claimed  and 
obtained  granti  from  the  king  freeing  them  from  this  liability  or 
expiv«sly  limiting  it  in  extent,  but  the  first  legal  recognition  of 
it«  iUeg:il!ty  oc«ur«  in  the  Libert.is  Civitatum,  c.  3,  De  Libcrtato 
Civ.  Lnndon. 

"It  is  also  to  be  known  that  a  man  who  is  of  the  Court  of  the 
King  or  of  bis  Barons  has  no  right  either  by  grant  or  custom  to 
be  entertained  in  tho  house  of  any  citizea  of  London  iii  (days) 
except  hy  the  favour  of  bis  host.  But  if  he  make  u  forcible  sojourn 
on  tbe  host  in  bia  bouse  and  there  bu  killed  by  the  ho)<t,  let  the 
host'  choose  six  of  hia  relations  and  swhar  with  Ibem  himself  as 
the  leveutb,  that  he  slew  the  man  fur  tbe  cuu«e  afurosaid,  and  so 
he  shall  remain  quit  of  the  sluyiug  of  tbe  dead  man  towards  the 
king,  and  tbe  relations  and  lonis  of  tho  dead  man."  The  necessity 
{or  this  meosuru  was  amply  proved  by  Uio  conduct  of  Kuatace, 

•  "  Twrt  ninliti-  *  gaeM.,  the  Uiird  aight  onc'a  own  ncnrant." 
♦  C.  S3.    Of  Straiigcre. 


VAOTIANTS  AN1>  VAOIUXCY, 

Count  of  lloul(^e,  m'ho  hud  marnod  Qoda,  the  Mister  of  K!n^ 
Edward.  On  his  way  home  from  visiting  the  King  in  the  year 
1051,  fae  and  his  companions  proceeded  to  Dorer.  "  When  the] 
came  thither,  they  resolved  to  quarter  themselves  wherever  they 
liked.  Then  came  one  of  his  men,  and  would  lodge  at  the  house 
of  a  master  of  a  family  against  his  will ;  but  having  wounded  tha 
master  of  the  house,  ho  was  slain  by  the  other.  Then  was  Eustace 
quickly  upon  bts  horec,  and  bia  companions  upon  theirs ;  and 
having  gone  to  the  ma»ter  of  the  family,  they  ittew  him  on  bia 
own  hearth ;  then  going  up  to  the  boroughward,  they  slew  both 
within  and  without  more  than  tn-enty  men.  The  townsmen  slew 
nineteen  men  on  the  other  side,  and  wounded  more,  but  they  knew 
not  how  many."* 

"  In  towns  the  hwpilality  of  theburgbera  was  not  always  given 
gratis  for  it  was  a  common  custom,  even  among  the  richer  mer- 
chants, to  make  a  profit  by  receiving  guests.  These  letters  of 
lodgings  were  distinguished  &am  the  innkeepers,  or  hoiMers,  by 
the  title  of  kerbergeon,  or  people  who  gave  harbour  to  strangers, 
and  in  the  larger  towns  they  were  subjected  to  municipal  regula- 
tions. Tho  great  barons  and  knights  were  in  the  custom  of  taking 
up  their  lodgings  with  these  herborgoors  rather  than  going  to  the 
public  hostels;  and  thus  a  sort  of  relationship  was  formed  between 
particular  nobles  or  kings  and  particular  burghers,  on  the  strength 
of  which  the  latter  adopted  tho  arms  of  their  habitual  lodgers  as 
their  signs.  These  herbergeors  practised  gront  extortions  upon 
their  accidental  guests,  and  they  appear  to  have  adopted  various 
artifices  to  allure  them  to  their  houses."  t 

In  Wales  this  system  of  enforced  hospitality  was  known  by  the 
name  of  yttegtm,  in  Scotland  of  somhi'j,  and  in  Ireland  of 
cv^iering.  In  the  first  case  it  was  not  attempted  (o  be  put  down 
by  legal  enactment  until  the  yeftr  1284,  in  the  second  until  1385, 
and  in  the  last  until  1*110,  ao  that  England  was  in  this  matter 
luug  Lu  advance  of  it^s  sister  territories. 

Tho  causes  of  vagrancy  during  this  period  may  bo  thus  briefly 
Bummed  u^i — want  of  the  means  of  existence  owing  to  the  destruo- 
tion  of  property  by  hoatile  tribes,  impotence  from  ago  or  iufirmity, 
failure  of  crops  tmd  cuttle  murrain,  slavery  and  hursb  treatment, 
natural  inclination  for  a  nomadic  or  2>luiideriug  life,  and  criminal 
conduct  necessitating  ilighU 

»  A.  a  Chranicla.  f  Wtx^i, 
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TUat  during  the  Anglo-Saxon  period  there  wa«  no  upritiiug  oa 
the  part  of  the  lower  orders  againat  the  system  of  bondage  in 
which  they  were  held  was  no  doubt  due  to  four  prtDciiml  canaes : 
l«t,  to  the  differences  of  race  and  bnguage  which  existed  among 
them;  2nd,  to  the  internecine  warfare  which  was  per[>otuu1ly 
being  waged;  3rd,  to  tiie  manumission  of  brge  numbers  by 
Beverol  kings  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  ward,  for 
while  a  alflve  was  not  allowed  to  carry  arms  a  freeman  was  bound 
to  do  so  and  tii  fight  for  his  country  ;  and  4th,  to  a  gradual  manu- 
miaeion  by  purchaac. 

On  the  whole,  there  con  bo  little  doubt  that  the  abolition  of  the 
AngUi-Saxon  rule  marked  a  progresidve  stage  towardt*  a  higher 
and  better  order  of  things,  and  that  WiUiam  of  MalmoRbury'a 
summary  of  the  social  evila  which  woro  rifo  at  the  time  was 
generally  speaking  correct. 

"The  monks  mocked  the  rule  of  their  order  by  6no  vestmentH^ 
and  the  use  of  over}'  kind  of  food.  The  nobility,  given  up  to  luxury 
and  wantonness,  went  not  tochurch  in  themorning  aflcr  the  man- 
ner of  Ohrifltlane,  but  merely,  in  a  careloaa  manner,  heard  matina 
and  manges  from  a  hurrying  priest  in  ilieir  chambers,  amid  the 
blaxidiahment«  of  their  wives.  The  commonalty,  left  unprotected, 
became  a  prey  to  the  most  powerful,  who  amassed  fortunes,  by 
either  seizing  on  their  prriperty,  or  by  sellinfr  their  persons  into 
foreign  countries ;  although  it  be  an  innate  quality  of  this  people 
to  be  more  inclined  to  revelling  than  to  the  accumulation  of 
wealth.  There  was  one  custom,  repugnnnt  to  nature,  which  they 
adopted;  namely,  to  sell  their  female  servants,  when  pregnant 
by  them  and  after  they  had  satisfied  their  luet,  either  to  public 
prostitution,  or  foreign  slavery.  Drinking  in  parties  was  a  uni- 
versal practice,  in  which  occupation  they  passed  entire  nights  as 
well  as  days.  They  consumed  their  whole  nuhstance  in  mean  and 
despicable  houses ;  unlike  the  Normans  end  French,  who,  in  noble 
and  Kpleudid  manoious,  lived  with  frugality.  The  vices  attendant 
on  drunkenness  which  enervate  the  human  mind  followed ;  hence 
it  arose  that  engaging  Williaui,  more  with  rashness  and  precipi- 
tate fury  than  military  skill,  they  doomed  themselves  and  their 
ocnmtry  to  slavery,  by  one,  and  that  an  easy,  victory."  * 

•  Biwk  III. 
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lU  cf  tlie  Korman  Conquest— Oondition  of  boml  alavw — TjiwHof  WOliam 
tht  Contjuerot — Iin'^ntivoB  to  nomiittic  life  utdi-T  William  IT. — Laws  <i( 
Hi'iiry  I.^Thi*  ••VVunjiw"  or  focin)  oaUwix— Korcinii  ynvabomU  in 
Kuglaiiil — Condition  of  the  lower  cU»tt« — Tbe  tronMes  of  tlio  rvi^  of 
Kitit;  Su-|ih«'n  au<l  tlidrconaeijueiiUM — Aetinu  of  Ihe  clet^v — Agck«uoii 
of  Hwiry  II, —  lntu«ioiis  of  the  Welcli  and  Scolili — Tfie  tuuoze*  oCj 
CbuvDdoii  uid  Kortliaiiii>luii — Luw  of  llts(»— Tlie  forcij,'!!  »Iuvu  trade — 
Coiiditiun  iif  i'«ipil"'ii'I»n«^  under  liidiard  I. — The  forest  lawn  and  their 
effects— 8ocia1  firocts  of  the  n-igii  of  Bimry  III. — Cauiics  of  vagnincy 
dlinn({  the  p^timl. 

TnR  social  outcome  of  tbe  ?torman  Conqueet  vias  undoubtedly  tho 
tpTOporan*  thouffh  well-tDoritcd  dcgnidation  of  tho  nppor  and 
middle  classes  of  England.  Thouf^b,  un  we  have  already  seen,  the 
r^rV  had  been  f^niduolly  sinking  in  the  sociul  kbIc  oving  to  tbe 
progretuirc  efforts  of  bis  superiors  to  confiscate  his  rights,  so  that 
subsequent  to  the  reign  of  Alfred  ho  bad  practically  lost  the 
grater  part  of  tbem,  on  tbe  other  bund,  tbe  potation  of  tbe 
M/iJfrTlad  imprttvcd  to  a  very  great  degree,  partly  owing  to  tbe 
social  progress  of  the  nation  and  partly  to  tbe  exhortations  of  tbe 
leading  clergy,  tbe  consequence  being  that  wherever  he  could  be 
wu«  generally  allowed  to  purchase  his  freedom.  This  would  not 
generally  be  difficult  of  accomplishment  for  prdpdial  elavea  of  a 
frugjil  diepoHition,  as  tbey  wer«  uHually  designHtcd  to  a  stated 
amount  of  task  work,  all  results  of  their  labour  in  excess  of  their 
ta«k£  being  consequently  their  own  property ;  the  condition  of 
ftorfdoiu  at  ibis  period  was  therefore  gradually  merging  into  that 
of  nerTile  tenure.  The  net  conclusion  was  to  bring  the  status  of 
tbe  (vor/ and  the  fheow  to  the  same  level  by  depressing  the  one 
and  raising  the  other,  both  enjoying  a  qualified  form  of  freedom, 
a  freedom  which  was  subject  to  the  services  and  duos  which  tbe 
lord  was  entitled  t{i  exact.     Though  absolute  slavery,  that  is  the 
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power  of  disposing  of  the  body  of  the  bondman  in  the  open 
fnarket  apart  from  the  property  to  which  hi*  eerrices  attAclied  him. 
uppuors  to  hove  been  forbidden  by  the  law,  it  norertheleM  con- 
tinued to  exist  aa  on  article  of  traffic  with  foreign  countries,  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  connivance  of  the  officers  who  ought  to  hare 
pat  a  stop  to  it,  and  partly  possihiy  owing  to  the  ■willingnewt  of 
many  to  cjcchango  their  lot  in  the  hope  of  bettering  it.* 

From  the  period  of  the  Conquest  the  cwr/aud  the  iheow  become 
rillanwi  or  tiatirns,  and  the  first  law  we  meet  with  under  WiUi'tm 
Coaqurror  (lOOfi — 1087)  deals  with  both  claasea  under  one  title, 
that  of  the  naikus  or  bom  serrant  or  bouduinu. 

"  Bondmen  athall  not  go  away  from  their  laudK.  nor  muke  device 
how  they  may  defraud  their  lord  of  the  service  due  to  him  ;  and 
if  any  bondman  nhull  so  depart,  a  man  shall  not  harbour  hira  or 
big  gooda,  but  ehuU  caoso  him  to  return  to  liia  lurd  with  all  that  ia 
hi*."  t 

The  next,  with  regard  to  the  harbouring  of  guesta,  ia  little  more 
than  a  repetitiuu  uf  the  law  of  King  Cnut. 

"  Nu  man  Hhall  liarbour  a  guest  beyond  the  third  night  uuleaa 
that  mnn  with  whom  ho  was  before  bid  the  boat  so  to  do.  Nor 
shall  any  one  allow  bia  nun  to  depart  from  him  after  ho  has  been 
arraigned."  X 

The  Welsh  at  this  period  appear  to  have  hold  great  numbers  of 
the  En^-liah  in  slavery,  as  in  the  yoar  1081  the  Anglo-Saxon 
C4ironiclo  tells  us  that  "  the  King  led  an  army  into  Wales  and 
there  freed  many  hundreda  of  men."  The  social  condition  of  the 
people  and  the  consequent  incentives  to  many  to  load  a  nomadio 
and  plundering  life  may  bo  judged  from  the  following  extract 
from  the  same  Chronicle. 

"  A.i>.  1 087.  The  King  let  hia  land  at  as  hi^^h  a  rate  aa  he  pofl- 
aibly  could ;  then  came  some  other  person,  and  bade  more  than 
the  former  one  gave,  and  the  king  let  it  to  the  men  that  bade  him 
more.  Then  came  the  third,  and  bade  yet  more,  and  the  king  Itt 
it  to  hand  to  the  men  that  bade  him  most  of  all :  and  he  recked 

•  And  we  forLid  lh»t  any  b«11  a  mnn  out  of  liLt  touiilry.  But  if  ony  man 
witli  \Q  niii]i#  hu  •[f.vf-  rr«^,  let  him  tteliver  the  slave  by  nis  rt;;lit  hantl  to  tlic 
■berill  in  fall  Connly  C-'ourt :  [luiil]  ilit  i«h«riirout;lii  lo  iiiiSl-claiin  ami  releaw;  hhu 
Inta  till-  yokr  (il  liU  sUvt-n'  ami  nlinw  Lim  mniU  nnd  ffoXot  tree,  and  huiil  him 
ttve  wfjipunii,  that  U,  Uiu  laaue  and  ewonl,  and  tlieruupun  he  \»  nuult:  a  ftee 
nan.— [LI.  IS. 

+  C  ai.    i)i  Bondmen. 

t  C  4S.    Tliat  nous  bball  harWor  a  istio-t  Wjoiid  three  uightx. 


so 


TAGKANTS  AND  VAaRANCT. 


not  bow  very  sinfully  the  sten'urds  got  it  of  wretched  men,  nor 
bow  mntiy  unlawful  deeds  tht;y  did ;  but  tbc  more  men  epain 
Bbout  right  law,  the  more  unlawfully  tbey  acted.  They  erected 
unjust  tolls,  and  many  other  unjuBt  things  they  did,  that  are  diffi- 
cult to  reckon." 

"  A.n.  X08K.  In  this  year  was  this  land  much  stirred,  and  filled 
with  greot  treachery  ;  so  that  the  riohest  Frenchmen  that  were  in 
this  land  would  betray  their  lord  the  king,  and  would  ha%'e  his 
brother  Rohort  king,  who  was  carl  in  Normandy This  con- 
spiracy was  formed  in  Lent.  As  soon  as  Kasler  came  then  went 
they  forth,  and  harrowed,  and  burned,  and  wasted  the  king's 
farms  ;  and  they  dc&poilcd  the  lands  of  all  the  men  that  were  in 
the  king's  service." 

VTo  now  come  to  the  laws  of  JT^my  I.,  supposed  to  have  been 
promulgated  about  the  year  1101,  and  which  the  king  put  forth 
in  the  following  terms:  "The  law  of  Kdn'ard,  I  restore  to  ye, 
with  the  emendations  whereby  my  father  amimdLd  it,  by  the 
council  of  hi»  barons."  The  firftt  of  these  laws  establishes  new 
and  more  elaborate  regidutions  with  regard  to  the  discharge 
of  bondmen  or  wandering  men,  who  have  outstayed  the  allotted 
term  of  irroaponsiblo  entertainment. 

"^'o  one  shall,  beyond  the  s|»ico  of  three  days,  detain  an  un- 
known or  wandering  man  without  givinp;  security,  nor  hurliour  the 
man  of  another  without  rccommcndutiun  or  a  pledge,  nor  shall  any 
one  dismiss  his  own  man  without  the  licence  of  the  Provost  *  (of 
his  hundred)  and  Ibe  tostiiiiony  of  tlie  neighlHiurs  that  ho  is  quit 
in  all  things  wherein  he  has  bum  accused."  t 

The  next  bw  jiractirally  repeats  the  law  of  King  Iiie  against 
going  from  a  lord  without  leave,  without,  however,  defining  the 
amount  of  the  penalty,  and  must  consequently  have  thrown  con- 
siderable discretionary  power  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
law,  who  were  almost  always  fliignintly  open  to  bribery. 

"  If  any  man  leaves  his  lord  withont  licence,  he  shall  be  fined 
for  the  escape,  and  he  sbuU  be  compelled  to  return  and  to  do  right 
in  all  respot'ts."  J 

T)ic  next  deals  with  mosterlessmen,  and  orders  them  to  be  tried 

where  they  are  known  to  have  offended. 

*  Sfaw  peelali  sni  liix-nm. 
+  0.  8  I  0.     or  lUt:  liiiiiifi  of  hundrvdH. 

T  0.  4U  I  2.     That  uu  one  iiapleaicied  bv  the  king  iilinll  uiunft-cr  in  another's 
•nil. 
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"It  is  oncvrirte  with  a  vagnhond  if  he  have  a  lord  and  othcrwt^ 
if  ho  have  not;  lint  if  thpre  shall  be  euch  and  he  do  wrong  anj* 
where,  let  him  be  brought  before  the  judge  of  that  place  and  dealt 
with  according  to  his  counsel."* 

Thft  neit  praeticidly  ropoata  the  law  of  Kiuy  Cnut  regarding 
frienrlless  men,  onH  in  addition  impf»tes  upon  their  accusers  thu 
doty  of  supporting  them  while  in  prison.  ^"%,_^ 

"  If  any  fnendless  man  or  fort-igner  come  to  suirh  distress  that 
be  has  none  to  befriend  bini,  ou  the  tinl  uccusntiou  let  iiim  be  laid 
to  pruon,  and  there  let  (his  accuser)  sustuiu  biin  till  bo  ahull 
eomo  to  the  ordeal."  t 

The  next  uppetirs  to  be  an  attempt  to  make  the  man  on  whose 
land  the  wandering  man  is  found  reaponsibLe  for  the  admimstru- 
tion  of  Justice. 

"  If  »uy  vagabond  does  wrong  let  justice  bo  sought  wherever 
he  is  found  to  be;  and  by  the  counsel  and  lioence  of  him  iu  whose 
land  and  jurtifdiction  he  is  found,  let  him  be  rightly  brought  (o 
give  satisfaction  by  pledge  or  oath  or  sureties.  But  if  he  thwarts 
this  altogether,  and  this  by  roaaon  of  time,  place,  or  other  accident, 
let  something  of  liia  bo  retained  for  in-borgt  and  let  this  be  done 
reasonably  and  with  lawful  vitneases,  Icat  worse  befall;  which 
things  must  bo  attended  to  the  more  carefully  according  as  the 
socnsed  appeara  trustworthy,  and  has  Kubmitied  quietly  to  being 
charged  or  detained,  and  as  it  is  known  whether  the  thing  retained 
is  his  or  not.  And  all  this  is  renewed  with  more  abundant  Holeroaity 
when  [the  question  is]  as  to  the  slaying  of  relatives  or  friends,  or 
corpoml  or  pecuniary  damage.  And  if  even  he  in  whoso  land  he 
shall  bo  found  shall  deny  justice  altogether,  neverthclcas  lot 
nothing  be  dnne  with  regard  to  them  unadvisedly,  but  let  it  bo 
craved  in  bis  juri.sdiction,  and  let  the  matter  be  brought  beforo  the 
king  or  his  minister."! 

The  spoliation  of  graves  wniaamongst  the  Anglo-Saxonn  accounted 
a  verj'  serious  offence.  Archbishop  Theodore,  in  the  lulter  half  of 
the  aeventh  century,  ordered  that  any  person  who  violated  a 
wpulchre  should  do  seven  years*  penitence,  three  of  them  on  bread 
and  water;  and  the  same  injunction  is  repeated  by  Archbishop 
£cgbert.     "What  purpose  the  ancient  resurrectionists  could  have 

•  C,  5S.     or  va«rtt)ou.U.  t  C.  6r>  ^  .^-     Of  tht:  <li«:liari'i-  of  it  tlii<^l. 

I  Bail,  pM^v ;  Loin^iating  in  the  chattels  of  a.  ]xatiy  uuublti  lu  oltaia  u 
penonal  "  oory  '  or  ktirvLjr.  * 

)  C.  83  §  S.    Of  men  at  enmit;  with  each  other. 
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had  in  view  tnuat  be  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  the  probability  is 
that  it  had  some  connection  with  charms  nnd  incantations.  The 
practice,  too,  of  burying  object*  of  Tslue  with  thp  dead  roust  have 
ufforcd  a  conaiderablo  temptation  to  sacrilegious  thieves.  To  judge 
by  the  severity  of  the  following  law  •  the  crime  mu«t  have  become 
Tery  rife  by  the  commencement  of  the  twoU'th  century. 

"And  if  any  wiukud  person  shall  proBume  contumeb'ouily  to  dig 
up  or  despoil  any  body  placed  in  the  earth,  or  in  a  wooden  coSin, 
or  in  a  rock,  or  under  any  obelisk  t  or  other  structure,  let  Uim  be 
accounted,  a  tvur^UH.* 

"The  terrific  'war-wolf,'  or  'loup-garou,'  seems  to  have  been 
originally  only  the  'wurgua,'  a  wretch  banished  from  his  fellow- 
creatures  by  the  judicial  fentence  which  forbade  his  nearest 
kindred,  his  wife  or  bis  child,  from  ufTonling  him  the  smaUeat  aid. 
And  it  is  not  altogether  difficult  to  understand  how  the  depreda- 
tions to  which  such  u  wretched  outcast  was  incited  by  his  need, 
or  prompted  by  his  ferocity,  may  have  contrihutod  to  form  the 
popular  notion  of  this  direful  visitant.  Nor  is  it  lees  singukr  that 
the  crime  which,  amongst  the  Franks,  more  particularly  drew 
down  this  punishment  was  the  spoliation  of  the  corpse.  The 
reng€«nce  of  the  disembodied  npirit  may  have  been  considered  aa 
concurring  in  the  punishment  of  the  unhappy  offender;  aided  by 
the  imprecations  which  in  the  days  of  Paganism  accompanied  the 
seotenco  thundered  forth  from  the  rocky  temple — the  scene  of 
government,  of  judgment,  and  of  unholy  sacrifice."  § 

According  to  the  Anglo^axon  Chronicle  foreign  vagabonds 
appear  to  have  been  both  numerous  and  audacious  at  the  com* 
iii«nc«ment  of  this  reign. 

"  A.D.  110^.  And  iu  this  sumc  year,  in  the  week  of  the  feast  of 
Pentecost,  there  came  thieves,  some  from  Auvergnc,  some  from 
France,  and  some  from  Flanders,  and  broke  into  the  minster  of 
Peterborough,  and  therein  seized  much  properly  in  gold  and 
silver,  namely,  roods,  and  chalices,  and  candlesticks." 

•  C  fi3  §  ft.    "Tlisi  it  is  Iftwrti!  for  creryonc  to  defend  liimself  in  si^^ 
luiLttt-r  wlml«K;v«r  vxcept  (i;,'iuu(il  his  lonl." 

t  TliR  oriifinal  pRailfl  "*ti/i  {•^nttntdt."  In  KormandY  an  obuUik  is  ttjricd  a 
pviwuid.    Th«  tinn  would  alao  apj'Iv  to  a  dotrntn  or  menhir. 

X  IVia^tu,  ail  utilnuit,  i-xile,  one  (Iriven  for  hio  Climes  from  the  wwiety  of 
man ;  from  A.S.  wtvtrp,  a  wrt-tili,  a  Villnin  ;  vtarK,  wickcil.  O.N.  Kartfr,  wolf, 
onlUiw  :  M.O.  tniri^u,  md  acciinteil  uutii,  uii  evJUlucr.  Ueuce  a  mau  who  wai 
dedarod  "iraryiu"  was  miuJ  "inyinKm  tapv.t  (wineabened}  {wrcre." 

§  PalgravK. 


The  condition  of  the  lower  claMes  in  this  reign  may  he  judged 
from  the  following  extracts. 

"a.d.  1117.  But  Normandy  was  Tcrj  mncli  afflicted  liotli  by 
the  exactions  and  by  the  anuics  which  the  King  Henry  collected 
Bguinst  them.  This  nation  also  was  severely  oppressed  through 
the  same  means,  namely,  through  manifold  ex.'ictiona." 

"  A.i>.  1134^.  Thi«  same  year,  after  St.  Andrew'a  mass,  and 
before  Christroae,  held  Kalph  B«e»et  and  the  king's  thanea  a 
wittenmool  in  Ixjicestf  rehire,  at  Huncothoe,  and  there  hanged  mora 
thieves  than  ever  were  known  before ;  that  is,  in  u  little  while, 
four  and  forty  men  altogether ;  and  despoiled  six  men  of  their 
eyee  and  of  their  toatides.  Many  true  men  8aid  that  there  were 
•everal  who  suffered  very  unjustly  ;  but  our  Lord  God  Almighty, 
who  8eeth  and  kuoweth  every  secret,  seelh  also  that  the  wretched 
people  are  oppree»cd  with  all  unrighteousness.  First  they  are 
bereaved  of  their  property,  and  then  they  are  tilutu.  Full  heavy 
year  waa  this.  The  niuti  that  had  any  property  waa  bereaved  of 
it  by  violent  guilds  and  violent  moota.  The  man  that  hud  uut  was 
starved  with  hunger." 

During  the  disturbed  reign  of  King  Stephen  the  troubles  of  Iho 
poor  oeeiu  to  have  reached  their  elimas  ;  between  the  contending 
parties  they  were  completely  crashed,  both  by  being  set  on  by 
their  lords  to  kill  one  another  and  by  the  oxaotiona  not  only  of 
their  Ruperiora  but  of  marauders  of  all  kinds.  The  Chronicle 
gives  on  eloquently  simple  and  pathetic  account  of  this  terrible 
period. 

"  A.D.  1137.  When  the  traitors  understood  that  ho  (King 
Stephea)  was  a  mild  man,  and  soft  and  good,  and  no  justice  exe- 
cuted, then  did  thoy  all  wonder.  They  hud  done  him  homage, 
and  Bwom  oaths,  hut  they  no  truth  maintained.  They  were  all 
forsworn,  and  forgetful  of  their  troth ;  for  every  rich  man  built 
bis  castles,  which  they  hold  against  him  :  and  they  filled  the  land 
full  of  castles.  They  cruelly  oppressed  the  wretched  mea  of  tho 
land  with  castle-works ;  and  when  tho  castles  were  made,  they  fiUod 
them  with  deviU  ond  evil  men.  Then  took  they  those  whom  they 
supposed  to  have  any  goods,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  labouring 
men  and  women,  and  threw  them  into  prison  for  their  gold  and 
silver,  and  inflicted  on  them  unultcrable  tortui-es ;  for  never  woro 
any  martj-rs  so  tortured  aa  they  were.     Some  they  hanged  up  by 

ind  some 
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thambs,  or  by  the  head,  and  hang  coata  of  moil  on  their  feet. 
They  tied  knotted  stringA  about  their  heads,  ond  tiriatM  them  till 
the  pain  went  to  the  brains.  They  put  them  into  dungeons 
wherein  were  adders,  and  snakes,  and  toads ;  and  so  destroyed 
Ihem.  Some  they  placed  in  a  cnicet-hou&e ;  tb»t  i;*,  in  a  cbcfd 
that  was  short  and  narrow,  and  not  deep ;  wherein  they  put  sharp 
stones,  and  so  thrust  the  man  therein,  that  they  broke  all  th 
limbs.  In  many  of  the  castles  were  things  loathwme  and  grim, 
called  '  Sachentcges,'*  of  which  two  or  three  men  had  enough  to 
bear  one.  It  was  thus  made  :  that  is,  fastened  to  a  beam ;  and 
they  placed  a  sharp  iron  (collar)  about  the  man's  throat  and  neck, 
ao  that  ho  could  in  no  direction  cither  sit,  or  lie,  or  sleep,  but  bear 
all  that  iron.  Many  thousands  they  wore  out  with  hunger.  1^^ 
neither  can,  nor  may  I  tell  all  the  wounds  and  all  the  pains  whico^l 
they  inflicted  on  wretched  men  in  this  land.  This  lasted  the 
19  winters  while  Stephen  was  king ;  and  it  grew  continually  worse 
and  worse.  They  constantly  laid  guilds  on  the  towns,  and  called 
it  *  tcnserio;  't  and  wlioti  the  wretcliwl  men  bad  no  more  to  give, 
then  they  plundered  and  hurnod  all  the  towns ;  that  well  tho 
migbtest  go  a  whole  du)'*8  journey  and  never  sbouldest  thou  find-! 
a  man  sitting  in  a  town,  nor  the  land  tilled.  Then  was  corn  dear, 
and  flesh,  and  cheese,  and  butter,  for  none  was  there  in  the  land. 
Wretched  men  starved  of  bunger.  Some  had  reoourse  to  alms, 
who  were  for  a  while  rich  men,  and  some  fled  out  of  the  land. 
Never  yet  was  there  more  wretcbednew  in  the  land  ;  nor  ever  did 
heathen  men  worse  than  they  did  ;  for,  after  a  time  they  ftparedl' 
neither  chnreh  nor  churchyard,  but  took  all  the  goods  that  wer«' 
therein,  and  then  burned  the  church  und  all  together.  Neither 
did  they  cpare  a  bishop's  laud,  or  un  abbot's  or  a  priest's,  but 
plundered  both  monks  and  clerks  ;  aud  every  man  robbed  another 
who  could.  If  two  meit,  or  three,  came  riding  to  a  town,  all  tho 
township  fled  for  them :  coccluding  them  to  be  robbers.  The 
bishops  and  learned  men  cursed  them  continually,  but  the  effect 
thereof  was  nothing  to  them ;  for  they  were  all  accursed,  and  for> 
sworn,  and  Hbaudoncd.  To  till  the  ground  waa  to  plough  the  sea : 
the  earth  bare  no  corn,  for  the  land  was  all  laid  waste  by  such 
deeds;  and  they  said  openly,  that  Christ  slept,  and  bis  suinta. 


*  jftiTit,  an  accUMilioD;  fn*,  admn-iiifioiil;  or  ff^r,  (€ojr,  a  band,  man. 
+  Vtiu  And  Ctnaric,  in  Norman  Frtnch,  ai^ify  taxatioa  and  tribute,  from 
trntiu,  LaL     t'  4aJ  t  ore  ofteu  wafouuJwl.— /njPfnBi. 
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Such  things  and  more   tbun  wo  can  my,  suffureil  we  uineteeu 
irintera  for  our  ains."  XnAV^ 

The  clergy  managed  at  lougtfa  with  some  measure  of  Htooeas  to 
mitigate  this  dreadful  oondition  of  things,  as  we  are  informwl  by 
Soger  of  Wendomr  ihai  In  the  year  II 42  "  WUhnm,  flii/iopof  friii- 
c/mt^f  legate  of  the  apostolic  see,  in  the  middle  of  I^nt  held  a 
council  at  Ijondon,  in  presence  of  the  hin;;^  utid  the  other  bishops ; 
for  no  respect  or  reverenc«  was  at  this  time  shown  to  the  Church  of 
Ood  or  its  orduined  ministers  by  the  profligate  wretches  who 
plundered  the  country,  but  everybody  was  laid  violent  hands 
on,  and  ninwmed  or  kept  in  prison,  just  as  they  pleased,  whether 
he  was  clerk  or  layman.  It  was  thert'fore  decreed  that  any  one 
who  violated  a  church  or  churchyard,  or  laid  violent  hands  on  a 
olerk  or  other  religioua  poriwm,  should  be  incapuble  of  receiving 
ab»)1ution  except  from  the  Pope  himself.  It  waaaUo  decreed  that 
ploughs  in  the  fields,  and  the  rustics  who  worked  at  them,  should 
be  sacred,  just  as  much  as  if  they  wore  in  a  churchyard.  They 
also  es communicated  with  light«>d  cundle^  all  who  should  contra- 
vene this  decree,  and  so  the  rapacity  of  thcflc  human  kites  was  a 
little  checked." 

The  reign  o(  JTe/iri/  II.  opened  (a.d.  1138J  with  a  cruel  inroad 
of  the  Scots  into  England,  intensifying  the  miseries  of  the  lower 
orders,  as  (hdericwe  VHfilit  tells  us  that  they  "exercised  on  tho 
people  the  barbarity  natural  to  their  race  in  tho  most  brutal 
manner.  They  spared  no  one,  butchering  young  and  old,  all 
alike."  This  was  followed  in  a.d.  1139-11(0  by  an  incursion  of 
the  Welsh,  bj'  whom,  aocordtug  to  Ordn-ieiM,  "  atrocious  villaiutoe 
were  perpetrated  in  all  j>art8.  They  say  that  moro  than  ten 
thousand  of  these  barbarians  spread  themselves  over  England,  and 
that  having  no  reverence  for  religion,  they  did  not  even  S[)are  the 
oonsccrutcil  places,  but  gave  themHelvuH  up  to  pillage,  and  burning 
and  bloodshed."  Tho  firm  will  of  the  King,  however,  soon  brought 
about  an  abatement  in  the  evils  frem  which  the  kingdom  suQureil 
during  the  reign  of  his  predecessorH,  the  hands  of  robbers  were 
broken  up,  judges  were  appointed  to  go  their  circuits  to  try 
offenderB,  and  Ihe  castles  of  the  leaser  b»ren8  were  demolished. 

Early  in  ll(>(>  the  King  held  a  great  assembly  or  aHsiKo,  con- 
MRiing  of  the  urehbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  earln,  tind  barons,  at 
Clarendon,  near  .Salisbury,  when  a  number  of  mont  important 
provisions  for  the  repression  of  crime  were  drawn  up  and  ufler- 


wards  furnished  to  the  judges.  The  .Saxon  systi-m  of  frank  pT 
or  mutual  security  was  revived,  large  powers  of  search  were  giTcBi' 
to  the  sheriffs,  and  strangeni  were  only  allowed  to  be  entertained 
in  towns,  and  only  there  for  a  Ringle  night,  unte«s  RuretJes  for  their 
good  behaviour  were  forthcoming.  TJie  following  are  tho  leading 
clauses  relating  to  the  vagabond  classes:— 

"And  in  cities  or  boroughs,  let  no  man  have  or  take  men  into 
his  house,  or  land,  or  soke,  whom  he  will  not  undertake  for,  that 
he  will  bring  them  before  the  judges  if  they  be  summoned  or 
he  withiu  frankpledge." 

"  And  let  there  be  none  within  city,  borough  or  castle  or  with 
out,  (nor  moreover  within  the  Honour  of  Wutlingford).*  who  shall 
forbid  the  sheriff's  to  enter  their  land  or  soke,  to  take  those  who 
shall  have  been  accused,  or  notoriously  reputed  to  be  robbers,  or 
(secret)  niurderera,  or  thieves,  or  receivers  of  such,  or  oatluwed 
arouHed  with  regard  to  the  Forest :  but  (the  King)  bids  them 
aid  the  sheriffs  in  capturing  such  men." 

"  And  the  Lord  King  forbids  that  any  waif  (i.«.  Tagahond)  or 
unknown  ('uncuth')  man,  be  entertained  anywhere  except  in 
borough,  and  there  only  for  one  night,  unless  he  or  bis  horse 
detained  there  by  sickness  so  that  an  essoign  t  can  bo  shown." 

"  And  if  ho  shall  hovo  been  there  more  than  one  night,  let  him 
be  taken  and  held,  until  his  lord  come  to  giro  surety  for  him,  or 
until  he  himKcIf  find  safe  pledges,  and  in  like  manner  let  him  be 
taken  who  shall  have  entertained  (the  waif)." 

In  the  year  117f)  another  great  council  or  os-'iizc  was  held  K 
Northampton,  when  the  assize  of  Clarendon  was  re-enacted  and 
expanded  in  the  shape  of  instrticHons  to  the  justices  of  whom 
eighteen  were  appointed  to  travel  the  kingdom,  which  was  divided 
into  six  circuits.  The  provision  relating  to  the  entertainment  of  - 
strangers  was  in  the  following  terms  : —  ^H 

"  Tt  shall  be  lawful  for  no  one,  either  in  a  borough  or  rill,  t^^ 
entertain  in  bis  house  for  more  than  one  night  any  stranger  for 
whose  forthcoming  he  shall  be  unwilling  to  give  security,  unless 
he  who  is  so  ent«rtained  shall  have  some  reoeonuble  ossoign, 
which  the  landlord  of  the  house  is  to  shew  to  his  neighbours,  and 
vhea  he  departs  he  is  to  depart  before  the  neighbours,  and  in  the 
daytime." 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  this  provision  was   found   too 

*  Th«  tdng  VM  lord  paninonnt  of  thin  Btdpioxy, 
t  A  valid  rxtuvc  1^  rtaiOQ  of  hicIuwm  vr  iDJh-mity. 
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itnngetit  for  pr&ctioal  appUcutioo,  m  according^  to  licy^r  <lt 
nort<hH  the  foUowtng  law,  which  u  a  re-enactment  of  theUw  of 
Etiirard  tfir  Con/tMor  regarding  strangers,  was  promulgated  iu  a 
code  of  laws  Uoued  ia  1180. 

"  If  Any  person  shall  entertain  a  friend  or  a  strangor,  which  in 
English  is  called  '  cuth  other  iiricutfi,'  *  he  shall  he  at  liberty  to 
keep  him  for  (wo  nighU  as  a  guest ;  and  if  he  sliall  be  guilty  of  an 
oSeooe,  the  host  shall  not  incur  a  penalty  for  tbe  guest.  But  if 
any  injury  Bhall  be  committed  on  any  person,  and  such  person 
»hall  make  a  ohorge  before  a  court  of  justice  against  him  that  by 
his  coousel  the  offence  was  committed,  then,  together  with  two  of 
his  neighbours,  lawful  men,  he  shall  clear  bim^elf  by  oath  of 
either  counselling  or  abetting  the  same.  And  if  he  shall  not  do 
so,  he  afaoll  make  good  the  loss  and  pay  a  penalty.  But  if  he  shall 
be  entertained  a  third  night,  and  shall  commit  an  offence  against 
uy  person,  then  the  host  is  to  produce  him  to  justice,  as  though 
one  of  his  own  household,  which  in  Knglish  is  expressed  by  Taaia 
tiiehte  gesf,  thriddc  nicid  haaen  mun.f  And  if  in  such  case  he  shall 
not  be  able  to  produce  him  to  justice,  then  he  shall  have  the  space 
granted  him  of  a  month  and  a  day.  And  if  the  offender  shall  bo 
found,  he  shall  make  amendn  for  the  injury  ho  has  done,  and  shall 
make  good  the  same,  even  with  his  body,  if  that  slmll  bo  adjudged 
Bgainst  him.  But  if  the  offender  flhall  not  be  ablo  to  maico  good 
the  injury  he  has  done,  then  his  hooit  shall  make  it  good,  and  shall 
pay  a  fine.  And  if  the  justice  shall  hold  him  suspected,  then  ho 
shall  clear  him-^t-lf  according  to  the  court  of  the  hundred  or  tho 
shire."; 

In  the  year  1 1 69,  according  to  Gnrane  o/Cnal^burt/,  Henry  pro- 
mnlgated  an  edict  to  the  effect  that  "  if  any  Welshman,  cleric  or 
laic,  shall  come  into  Kngland,  unless  he  have  passport-s  from  our 
lord  the  King,  let  liim  be  apprehended  and  put  in  primn,  and  let 
all  Welshmen  who  are  in  the  schools  in  Kngland  be  turned  out." 
This  edict,  while  no  doubt  primarily  directed  against  the  Welsh 
BjiDpathisers  with  the  rebellious  actions  of  ThoroaR  k  Becket,  must 
iiso  have  been  intended  to  include  those  Welsh  vagabonds  in 
Gnghind  who  a  little  nioro  than  a  century  lal«r  were  made  the 
subject  of  a  special  proclamation. 

"  It  will  be  easily  understood  that  when  travelling  was  beset 

•  *'  Killi  or  mikilh"  ;  "  actiuainled  or  anscqnaintcd." 

t  Jkleftoiii);  two  iil^-IitJ  yriiir;*!!*^!,  thu  tbird  night  one  of  your  booscliold. 

X  C.  )t3.    Orcntcnuiiui'iJ  ^iitrto. 
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vith  ao  BUmj  inconvimipncos,  private  ho^italitj  would  1>e  loolcod 
upon  as  one  of  tha  firat  of  virtues,  for  people  were  often  oblixwl 
to  faiive  recourse  to  it,  anil  it  wan  seldom  refused.  In  the  courilrv 
every  man's  door  was  open  to  the  stranger  who  came  from  a  dis- 
tance, unless  his  appearance  were  suspicious  or  threatening.  In 
this  there  vras  a.  mutual  advantage ;  for  the  guest  generally 
brought  with  him  news  and  information  which  was  highly  valued 
at  a  time  when  communication  between  one  place  and  another 
vas  ao  slow  and  uncertain.  Hence  the  6ret  questions  put  to  a 
stranger  wore,  whence  he  had  come,  and  what  nows  he  had 
brought  with  him."  " 

Iq  this  reign  theforeigti  alavo  trade  received  a  thorough  chock. 
Upon  the  invasiou  of  Iruluud  bjr  the  EugUi^b  in  the  yeur  117U,  a 
synod  o£  the  clergy  was  convoked  at  Armagh  to  conaider  the 
mutter. 

"  At  length  it  was  uuunimously  re&oLved,  that  it  appeared  to 
the  synod  that  the  Divine  vengeance  hud  brought  upon  them  this 
severe  judgment  for  the  sius  of  the  people,  and  uapticiutly  for  this, 
that  they  bud  long  been  wont  to  purchase  natives  of  England 
as  well  from  traders  as  from  robbers  and  pirutes,  and  reduce  them 
to  slavery ;  and  that"  now  they  also,  by  reciprocal  jusiice,  were 
reduced  to  scrvitjide  by  that  very  nation.  It  waa  therefore  decreed 
by  the  synod,  and  proclaimed  publicly  by  universal  accord,  that 
all  Koglishmen  throughout  the  island  who  wore  in  a  state  of 
bondage  should  be  restored  to  freedom."  t 

Previously  to  this  H'tt/fyfan,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  at  the  time 
of  the  Conquest  repeatedly  preached  at  Itristol  against  the  prac- 
tioe,  and  induced  the  traders  there  who  hod  distinguished  them- 
selves by  this  abominable  traffic  to  abandon  it,  and  in  the  year 
J092  Htmigtm,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  distinguished  himself  by  a 
crusade  against  the  practice  in  that  town.  English  slaves  must, 
however,  have  been  plentiful  in  Scotland,  as  Roger  df  Hoivden, 
writing  about  the  commrncement  of  the  thirteenth  century,  says 
under  the  year  1070  :  "  At  this  period,  a  countless  multitude  of 
Scots,  under  the  command  of  King  Malcolm,  passing  through 
Cumberland,  and  making  their  way  towards  the  east,  fiercely  laid 
Waste  Llic  whole  of  Tecsdolc  and  its  neighbourhood,  far  and  wide. 
.  .  .  But  the  young  moo  and  young  women,  and  whoever  besides 
seemed  adapted  for  toil  and  lubour,  were  driven  away  in  fetters  ia 
♦  Wrighi.  t  Oiraliliu  CsuibreiiMs. 
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front  of  the  enemy,  to  eadure  a  peqwluut  exile  in  captivity  ua 
tenruttfi  und  buiKlmiiidii.  ...  In  conouquence  of  tbts,  Scotland 
became  filled  with  u^o  eiervaut«  und  moid  Hervants  of  Knglish 
parentage;  so  much  so,  Ihat  even  at  the  pre»eat  day  not  only  not 
eTea  the  amalleet  village,  but  not  even  the  homblest  house,  is  to 
he  found  without  them." 

We  now  come  to  the  reign  of  Richard  J.,  when  it  appears  that 
notwithstanding  the  efTorts  made  in  the  previous  reign  for  their 
MippresMon,  robbery,  outrage,  and  vagabondage  in  every  form 
again  prevailed,  for  in  the  year  Ili*5  Hubert,  ArchLiahop  of 
Cuiterhury,  lu  justiciary  of  the  whole  of  Kngland,  found  it 
nec«MttTy  to  send  throughout  Kngland  a  funn  of  oath  to  be  tukcn 
as  follow* : — 

"  That  all  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  shall,  to  the 
belt  of  their  power,  Icocp  the  peace  of  thoir  lord  the  king ;  that 
they  sball  not  he  thieves  or  robbers,  nor  yet  harboorera  of  them, 
nor  shall  in  any  way  ahet  them  ;  and  that  whenever  they  t^hnll  he 
able  to  know  of  any  mulcfactora  of  that  character,  they  Hhalt,  to 
the  be«t  of  their  ability,  endeavour  to  take  them,  and  deliver  them 
up  to  the  sheriffs,  and  they  t^hiill  oti  no  account  be  liberated  but 
by  our  lord  the  king,  or  bis  chief  justice ;  and  if  they  shall  not  bo 
able  toarreat  thcni,  they  shall  give  notice  of  them,  whoever  thoy 
may  be,  to  the  bailiffs  of  our  lord  the  king.  AMien  a  hue  and  ery 
is  raised  fur  the  pursuit  of  outlaws,  robbers,  thieves,  or  the  har- 
bourora  of  such,  all  shall  join  in  the  pursuit  of  them  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  ;  and  if  they  ahoU  soo  any  one.  and  it  shall  be  clear 
that  he  has  not  juincd  in  the  aaid  pursuit,  or  that  he  bus,  without 
pennifiaion,  withdrawn  hiniKoIf  therefrom,  thoy  shall  t^ko  such 
same  persona  as  (hough  they  were  the  oftonders,  and  dnliwr  them 
to  the  sheri^  not  to  bo  set  at  liberty,  but  by  the  king,  or  by  bis 
chief  justice. 

"  Also,  the  knighta  who  are  appointed  for  th»t  purpose,  shall 
make  all  persons  of  their  reiq)ective  districts,  of  t}iu  age  of  fifteen 
years  and  apwanl.i,  appear  before  tbcm,  and  chilli  make  them 
ivear  that  they  will  keep  the  peace  ni  our  lord  the  king,  in  manner 
ahore  mestioned,  and  that  they  will  not  be  outluwH,  roblters,  or 
ihteTc*,  nor  yet  harbourers  of  them,  nor  will  in  any  way  abet 
than;  end  that  they  will,  in  manner  above  stated,  make  full 
parmit  of  them,  and,  if  they  shall  take  anyone  in  the  commts-<qon 
of  an  offence,  will  deliver  them  to  the  knights  placed  over  them 
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in  thoir  respective  districts  and  for  that  purpose  appoiiitt»d,  wbo 
■ball  deliver  him  iuto  the  custody  of  the  sheriff;  aud  in  tike 
muuiier,  ou  a  hue  and  cry  being  raisud  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing 
the  ttiiid  ofTonders,  if  they  shall  see  any  pert^on,  or  it  ahull  be  known 
to  them  (hat  any  person  does  not  join  in  the  pttr^'uii,  or  if  he  Bhall, 
witliout  leave,  withdniw  himself  from  the  pursuit,  they  shall  tuko 
him  as  the  offender,  and  deliver  him  to  the  aforesaid  knights,  fur 
the  purpose  of  being  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  Bheriff,  &a 
though  he  were  the  offender  himself  :  and  he  shall  not  ho  liberated, 
except  by  the  command  of  our  lord  the  king,  or  his  chief  jt 

tico." 

"  Accordingly,  for  the  pnrpoao  of  carrying  out  these  orders,  selc 
and  trustworthy  mon  wore  sent  throughout  all  the  countioa 
England,  who,  upon  the  oaths  of  trusty  mon,  arrested  many  i| 
their  respective  neighbourhoods,  and  put  tUcm  in  the  king's  prisuni 
Many,  however,  being  forewarned  thereof,  and  having  bad  con- 
sciences,  left  their  homes  and  possAssions,  and  took  to  Bight."* 

"  The  seventy  of  the  old  forest  Uws  of  Kngland  Itas  become 

byword,  and  no  wonder  when  we  know  that  with  the  Coiiqurii 

a  sovereign's  paternal  cure  for  his  subjects  was  understood  to  apply' 

to  red  dcur,  not  to  Saxon  men ;  and  that  accordingly  of  the  twoj^ 

the  livee  of  the  former  alone  voro  esteemed  of  any  particuh 

Tuluo.     But  it  was  not  the  severity  merely  that  was,  after  tt 

Conquest,  introduced  (whether  into  the  spirit  or  into  tho  letter  < 

the  forest  laws  is  immaterial),  but  also  to  the  vast  extent  of  treah 

land  then  afforc«tcd,  and  to  which  such  laws  were  for  the  first 

time  applied,  that  gave  rise  to  so  much  opjwsition  and  haired 

between  the  Norman  conquerors  and  the  8uxon  forest  inhabitunta ; 

and  tiiat  in  particular  partA  of  Kngland  infused  such  continuous 

vigour  into  the  struggle  oommunced  at  the  inrusion,  long  after 

that  struggle  hod  ceased  elsewhere.    The  Conqueror  is  said  to 

have  possessed  in  this  country'  no  h'ss  than  sixty-eight  forest-s, 

and  these  even  were  u>t  enough  ;  so  the  afforesting  provess  went 

on,  reign  after  reigu,  till  the  awful  shadow  of  Magna  Charts  began 

to  pass  more  and  more  frequently  Ivefore  royal  eyes,  producing 

first  a  check,  and  then  a  retreat ;  disafforesting  then  began,  and 

the  forest  laws  gradually  underwent  a  mitigating  process.     But 

*  R<)^r  lie  Uovuden.  This  edict  iti  an  auplifi cation  nf  Uie  3Ut  law  of 
Cnuf  (U^n>t  tbh-vi-«  {itef-  p.  14.)  Kinrct  thu  vn rorvrmetit  wah  <romniitt«d 
to  knighte  aflBLniod  for  iho  |Hirpc«e,  it  may  W  aaid  to  be  the  inci|>ienl  develui>- 
nicnL  of  the  officii  uf  juiticc  uf  Uie  |>aic«:. 
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Uii«  was  the  work  of  the  nobility  of  England,  and  occupiud  tbo 
laid  nobility  a  long  time  Ant  to  det4?rminc  upon,  and  tlien  t(;  curry 
out ;  the  people  in  the  inccrim  could  not  afford  to  wait,  but  toi>k 
the  toulttir  to  a  c«rlaiu  extent  into  their  own  hands ;  froo  bunds 
rovvd  tht? 'T^ood^  laughing  at  the  King's  laws,  and  killing  and 
eating  bis  dt>«r,  and  living  a  life  of  perfoct  immunity  from  punixb- 
mrat,  partly  through  bmvery  and  addr(»s6,  and  still  more  through 
the  impenetrable  character  of  the  woods,  that  covered  a  largu 
portion  of  the  whole  country  from  Trent  to  the  'I'yno.  Among 
ibe  more  famous  of  the  early  lenders  of  such  men  wcro  Kobiu 
Hood,  Adam  HtiU,  Clym  of  the  Cloagh,  and  William  of  Cloudes- 
luy,  the  heroes  of  many  a  northern  ballad."* 

Part  of  the  immunity  which  the  outlaws  enjoyed  was  no  doubt 
curing  to  thu  connivance  of  the  ofHcers  of  tbo  forest,  who  levied 
forced  contributions  from  tbom,  and  rora]>cllod  all  who  feared 
their  displeatiurc  to  drink  at  ale-houses  which  tbey  kept,  this 
extortionate  practice  being  known  aa  SeofMifa  or  Srottfji/nilr, 
Them  e?uictiuns  wore  curbed  by  thu  Statute  of  fincH  levied  (27 
£d.  L,  A. p.  12D!>],  which  enacted  that,  "  No  Forester  or  Bedel  from 
henceforth  shall  moke  Scolat,  or  gather  gnrb»  or  outs,  or  any  corn, 
lamb,  or  pig,  nor  shall  make  any  (gathering  but)  by  the  sight 
and  upon  the  (view)  of  the  twelve  Itangers,  when  they  ahull  make 
their  (range)."  This  was  rc*affirmed  by  the  25  Edw.  III.,  Stat.  5, 
cap.  -rii.  "  Sforeover  it  is  accorded  and  stabliKhed,  that  no 
For««t«r,  nor  Kveper  of  Forest  or  chose,  nor  any  other  minister, 
■boll  make  or  gather  sustenance,  nor  other  gathering  of  victuaU, 
nor  other  thiug,  by  oulour  of  their  office,  aguiuvt  any  mau'i)  will, 
within  their  Bailiwick  nor  without,  but  that  whiuh  is  due  of  old 
right." 

During  the  tyrannical  and  disturbed  reign  of  Jofin  vagabond* 
age  flonrished,  and  the  only  coucessiou  which  Magna  Charts  made 
to  tho  villein  was  to  prote«^t  his  "  wuitiage  "  or  implements  of 
hnsbandry  from  seizure  for  tines  to  tbt5  King.  At  the  same  time 
the  proviflioiu  of  tho  Charter  for  the  administration  of  justice 
vonld,  when  properly  oarnt.'d  out,  no  doubt  prevent  many  from 
being  driven  to  adopt  a  roving  and  plundering  life. 

The  reign  of  Heanj  JJd^  wa'<  even  worse  than  that  of  John  in 
ila  immediate  social  effects,  vagabondage  and  robbery  being  rife 
oviog  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  arising  from  the  broils 

•  C.  KnighU 
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and  bftttlca  which  occurred.  Tbe  lower  orders  wcr«  not  the  only 
offenders,  as  the  Act  of  Concord,  known  aa  the  "  Award  made 
between  tho  King  and  his  Commons  at  Konilworth,"  in  the  year 
V2GQ  specifies  thut  "  Knight*  and  esquires,  which  were  robbers, 
and  among  the  priucipil  robbers  in  warii  and  roads,  if  they  haro 
no  lands,  but  hare  goods,  shall  pay  for  their  ransom  (the  half)  of 
their  goods,  and  shall  find  auffic-ieut  isureties  to  keep  the  peace  of 
tho  King  and  of  the  renlm  from  thenceforth."  Tho  same  instru- 
ment enjoins,  "  Let  all  men  from  henceforth  keep  che  peace  firmly, 
and  let  none  commit  burning  of  houses,  robberies,  nor  other  out 
nigc4  against  the  peace."  There  must  hare  been  plenty  of  nc 
of  it,  as  Jtatfhcic  Paris  tells  us  that  "this  year  throughout  wa«^ 
fruitful,  but  notorious  for  the  rapacious  acts  of  robbers." 

About  throe  months  before  the  death  of  Alexander  II.  of  Soot- 
land  (12'19),  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  marches  of  England  an( 
Scotland,  for  ascertaining  the  laws  of  those  marches,  and  enforcing*] 
their  observation.     This  work  was  committed  to  twelve  knightd  of 
each  kingdom.    Among  other  laws  the  following  was  unanimously 
agreed  to : — 

"That  if  any  vassal  or  bondsman  in  Scotland  should,  with  or 
without  his  goods,  fly  into  England  with  the  intention  of  escaping 
from  his  lord  ;  and  if  within  forty-two  days  after  he  should  be 
pursued  by  his  lord  or  his  lord's  bailiff,  the  fugitive  should  be 
brought  back  to  Scotland,  on  the  oath  of  the  pursuer,  without  any 
opposition  from  the  English ;  tho  same  being  understood  to  hold 
with  regard  to  fiigi tires  from  England.  Hut  if  the  fugitive  was 
not  pursued  before  forty-two  days  wore  elapsed,  his  lord  could  not 
recover  him,  without  a  brief  from  the  sovereign  of  the  kingdom 
where  he  remained:  and  on  his  being  discovered  t^crc,  after  tho 
expirutiuu  of  forty-two  days,  his  lord  might  svhe  him,  upon 
giving  his  own  oath,  accompanied  by  the  oath  of  six  others." 

AVe  have  now  urrived.  at  the  dawn  of  a  pt-riod  when  the  repre- 
sentative power  of  the  people  upon  the  despotic  will  of  the  save* 
reign  began  to  make  Itself  felt,  and  when  law  and  order  wcro 
beginning  to  emerge  from  oppression  and  corruption,  and  we  may 
here  therefore  appropriately  review  the  condition  of  vagabondagQ 
S8  it  existed  from  the  date  nf  the  Conquest. 

The  evidence  shows  thut  the  causes  of  vagrancy  were  numerous  > 
and  varied.  Some  adopted  it  to  escape  slavery,  some  to  save  them-' 
selves  from  starvation  or  torture,  some  were  compelled  to  adopt  it 
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through  being  deprivetl  of  tlio  means  of  existence  by  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Scotch  and  WeUh,  or  by  iho^te  of  urmcd  bunds  of  their 
■  own  countrymca  ;  some  were  driven  to  it  by  the  royul  and  baro- 
nial exactions ;  some  by  tlie  uffurestation  of  their  lands  and  the 
harsh  forest  laws  ;  some  were  compelled  or  tuoitod  by  their  Bupo* 
riors  to  embark  with  them  in  a  course  of  robbery  and  plunder; 
and  some  no  doubt  adopted  a  nomadic  life  from  the  force  of  evil 
example  or  innate  love  of  wandering  or  plunderin^f. 

To  Mi  agoinst  all  these  incitomcnta  to  voffrancy  wcro  two  social 
gains,  the  ccxsation  of  the  foreign  sUvo  trade  and  the  acquisition 
of  freedom  from  sorvitude  to  which  villcina  became  entitled  if 

•  ihej  had  lived  unclaimed  a  year  and  a  day  in  a  town.* 
Almftgiving  was  prevalent,  owing  to  its  inculcation  by  the 
Church.  Willintn  of  ifiilnf'nhiiry  «aya  that  Margaret,  sister  of 
Kdgar  yithelmg  and  wife  of  Mttkolm  Cattmotv,  king  of  Scotland, 
was  distinguished  for  almsgiving.  "  During  her  whole  life,  wher- 
ever ithe  might  be,  she  bad  twenty-four  persons  whom  ^hc  supplied 
with  meat  and  clothing.  Departing  from  tlte  Church,  hhe  uaod  to 
feed  the  poor ;  first  three,  then  nine,  then  twenty-four,  at  last 
three  hundred  ;  hortLolf  standing  by  with  tho  King,  and  pouiiug 
water  on  their  bands."  An  Anglo-Norman  tract  stales  that  on 
the  anuivorsurj*  of  S»r  Hugh  dc  Mortima;  who  died  at  Clcobury  in 
the  roign  of  King  Stephai,  *'  a  hundred  poor  persons  weiv  plenti- 
fully fed,  each  having  a  loaf  and  two  herrings,  bcoauso  tho  aoni* 
Ternary  happened  in  Ijeut.     Tlio  other  churitios  which  he  ostab- 

B  Ushed   fur  himself,   each   day  tu  beggars  and   strangers  in  tbo 

"  hostelry,  no  man  could  number  them." 

FitzKhphcn  in    bis  descripliun  of    London   in  tho  reign  of 

PUenrt/  II.,  says: — 
"I  cannot  imagine  there  ia  any  cily  in  wliJch  more  laudable 
customs  are  obeerved  :  such  aa  fre(.[uentiug  churches  furattendanue 
on  divine  service,  reverencing  God's  urdinuiiues,  keeping  festivals, 
gtring  alms,  maintaining  hospitality." 

Beggimj  was  termed  beogaunt,  and  beggars  ivere  styled  mcndi- 
vnaniz,  mendiana,  and  icfHT.  Vagmnts  were  termed  wakerantz  and 
{vnndi^ringf  ra^aranf. 


"  \K 


"    -'»'-'-  -If 'l  {ui\-Q  rvmjiiiifil  uiirlHtiiw-d  font  yfur  mid  u  iljiy  in  otir 

■tma  or  i-astU-fl,  frrpm  thai  ihiy  let  thorn  be  imido  free 

-     -    ho  yoke  yf  their  diiveiy  for  ever." — Law*  of  H'lUiam 
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— Wifii*mvi'  spiinrt  VB;;aWniliBiji^ — AtU-nipt«  to  rvgnhil*;  wf^rn  and  llicir 
rpenlw— Frfivii-iiiii  fi^r  ilie  impoU^nt  pf>oT^Be}Q^'inf;  eclinUn  of  ilie 
Univvrhities— SncinI  state  of  tlie  criunlrr— Lhwb  of  Ileiiry  ]V.  afpiinrt 
"tt'cUh  v6(*bondii— I^wt  nf  Henry  V.  a)fnin:4  Irishmen  in  Enclaiid — 
Lau-it  of  H«iry  VI.  nf^in!>t  ln«h  pciIi1)»t>«  nnd  nmnierpTa  in  England— ^Tlio 
rebellion  of  Jack  Cade—  Lawn  of  Henry  VI 1 .  against  begfptn  and  vH^hondn. 

Tire  reign  o£  Kdwnrd  I.  is  memorable  for  the  bcncUte  it  conforrcd 
on  the  natioB.  Corrupt  judges  wore  displaced  and  justices  were 
compelled  to  swear  that  they  would  never  accept  bribes.  Tbo 
turbulent  barons  were  forced  to  conform  to  the  law,  many  new 
and  excellent  laws  were  enacted,  and  others  wore  improved,  which 
fas8  earned  for  the  King  the  title  of  the  Ktlglish  Justinian.  In 
this  reign,  ton,  free  lubourers  began  to  exist,  as  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  in  certain  casPA  servile  t^ntiiitA  were  allowed  to  provide 
labourers  for  their  lord«  instead  of  n-orking  then]i«elves. 

The  first  military  expedition  of  this  reign  was  against  the 
Welsh,  which  was  followed  by  the  auhjugation  of  the  principality. 
Aft«r  its  annexation,  the  King,  in  the  year  I"^84,  held  a  purlia- 
nieut  at  Rliudillun,  where  a  set  of  statutes  were  enacted  for  the 
government  of  the  emintry,  one  of  the  articles  being  an  order  for 
tnqairy  "of  them  that  give  Udg;ing  to  persons  unknown  mor« 
than  two  night*."*  The  old  Welsh  law  did  not  impose  any  Hmi- 
*  li  Kilwonl  J.,  f.  I. 
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tattoo  on  the  time  a  guest  might  be  eutertaiaed,  being  coatent 
witH  BtipulatiDg  for  guarantees  for  Uib  good  behaviour.  It  was 
found  aeoeseary  to  follow  up  the  Btatutcs  of  Wales  nith  an  ordi- 
Boce  "that  the  Westours,*  Itards,  Rhymers,  and  other  idlers  aud 
TBgabondB,  who  live  upon  the  gifts  called  Cymmortha.f  bo  not 
nnctioned  or  supported  in  the  country,  lest  by  thoir  invectLToa 
aad  lies  they  lead  the  people  to  mischief  and  burden  the  common 
people  with  their  impo^tidons."  * 

"  It  is  to  bo  observed  that  this  Tcally  salutary  prohibition  is 

directed  against  the   irregular  and  wandering   bards,  and   not 

against  those  who  were  more  orderly  ;  and  in  the  assertion  made 

by  Sir  John  ^Vynn   in  the  Ifktori/  of  Ihf  Gteedi'r  Famili/,  and 

repeat^  by  Carte  in  his  ni*tory  of  Eng/aml,  that  many  bard« 

were  put  to  death  by  this  monarch,  there  doe^  not  seem  to  be  a 

word  of  truth  ;  for  we  find  many  bards  of  note  living  at  the  date 

Hof  the  alleged  ma^aacre,  a.d.  1294 — 1300.     Similar  proclamations 

^^■■re  issued  by  Henry  IV.,  TTenry  VTIL,  and  Elizabeth ;  but  all 

^HBncnr  in  making  a  distinction  between  the  orderly  and  disorderly 

^rdt,  censuring  the  oppressive  exactions  of  the  latter,  and  pror- 

tog  the  lower  grade  of  barda  to  have  been  a  numerous  and  not 

-very  conscientious  class  of  persoDS."  § 

^f     *  IVtUli^  GtMitier,  an  uabidden  gtieat,  one  who  goes  about ;  from  ^vvair,  a 
goiRc  oul.  s  vidit :  an<j  'jwr,  h  man. 

t  H-'fliit.  '_'vn«JMf/A,  AiMititan«i^lio1p,ai<l.orBncoour.  It  U  customary-  for  i>onr 
MOph  in  Walo  Co  brew  nle,  or  to  provide  miy  otber  eRtertaii)mi;iil,  mid  invite 
th»  natoliboturhood  to  partake,  whca  n  collection  i«  mndc  on  the  occd:<ion. 

>I  No.  V.  Ex.  Record  Camurv.,  fol.  81. 
$  Su^pbens. 
"The  UaguafT^  o(  the  wtvclanmtion*  in  gtrong,  explicit,  and  condemniil'iry 
■llli*  Inirrr  grail e  (if  bonis  and  miostrels ;  but  cumin;;  from  stninpTB  ihi-jf 
(uy  bi  IfHikul  upon  as  pivjud^inciiu.     Wc  will  burruw  u  dtuiL-ripliuar  Ituu  ^^^ 
■lUre  of  TaJiceU)  uu  tlie  kamlo  of  Mualgwa  Uwjntfdd  :— 
'Mtn^tn-I*  TM-n'ene  in  tlieir  falsF!  ciifliom, 
Immoral  uittiee  are  their  de%ht. 
Vain  uid  t4iiat«VM  pmisp  Ihej  iwite, 
Faltelioud  a(  all  tiiiiee  do  they  utler, 
Innucent  peraunti  do  lh<-y  hdit-iilc  ; 
Uarrii:^]  wwnitn  Ij.v  their  iUtt^j', 
Tliiounh  miftfhii-voiw  intent,  they  deceive ; 
The  pua-  wliiiu  virgiiw  o£  Uary  uiey  corrupt ; 
Thow  who  believe  them  tbey  briti^  to  ahiuuc  ; 
Tbev  eaona  uueaaioeu  to  moral  tiiw, 
Aa  Uiey  past  their  livet  awny  iu  vanit^v ; 
At  nitfut  they  fcet  drunk,  tbty  sleep  tb«  day, 
In  idltaMB  wilLuut  wurk  they  feea  ihemselves.' 
■potty  b&nb  were  tailed  'BeLrdd  Vspvddiiid,'  iuuuU>(viuL  or  ariiaU-bevi 
1.^— Jlyv.  ArtK  I  377. 
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The  condition  of  the  border  at  the  begioniug  of  the  r&ign  Is 
tliuB  described. 

"  At  the  close  of  tho  great  baronial  contest,  the  open  country  on 
the  border  of  Walos  inuat  have  presented  a  fearful  picture  of  dceo- 
lation,  Buch  as  we  can  now  with  difficulty  uonceive.  Even  much 
of  the  furetits  had  been  destroyed  by  tho  effects  of  war,  eithur 
cleared  away  thai,  they  might  no  longer  serve  as  a  retreat  or  place 
of  arabueh  for  i-iiifty  eneniiew,  ur  cut  tlown  to  furnish  wood  for 
tho  contiiiuul  rejNiirH  of  the  fortification  of  castles  and  towns, 
destroyed  by  designing  or  accidental  incendiaries.  Tho  woods  which 
remained  were  long  afterrrards  the  huunt  of  thieves  und  outlawa,|M 
who  not  only  robbed  and  murdered  thcp^issengcrson  the  higbroadd^H 
when  thoy  travelled  singly  or  weakly  armed,  but  even  at  times 
ouoeiated  together  to  attack  and  plunder  tho  fairs  and  market^."* 

The  next  act  of  this  reign  (the  Statute  of  Winchorter,  a.d.  1285) 
shows  to  what  an  extent  marauders  poaoosised  the  sympathies  of 
tho  lower  classes  as  it  commences  with  this  recital — 

"  Foraamueh  as  from  Day  to  Djy,  llobhcries,  Alurthers,  and 
Burnings  of  Uoascs  bo  more  often  nsed  than  they  have  been  hereto- 
fore, and  Felons  cunnot  bo  atluintcd  by  the  Oath  of  Jurors,  which^ 
had  rather  suffer  felonies  dune  to  Strangers  to  pass  without  paia, 
tlian  to  indite  the  Offenders,  of  whom  groat  part  he  T'euple  of  the 
samo  Country,  or  at  least  if  the  Offenders  be  of  anotlier  Cunntryi 
the  Receivers  be  of  places  near."  It  then  prooceds  in  tbe  spirit? 
of  tho  Anglo'Saxon  law  of  the  Fnth-borg  to  make  the  hundred 
reeiKjnaiblo  foi  all  robberies  committed  witliin  its  limits,  and 
further  declares  that  "  for  the  mure  Surety  of  the  Countr)-,  the 
King  hath  commanded  that  in  great  Towns,  being  walled*  tho 
giitt'H  shall  be  closed  from  the  Suii-setliug  tmtil  the  Sun-rising; 
and  that  no  man  do  lodge  in  Suburbs,  nor  in  any  foreign  part  of 
the  Town,  but  in  the  Day-time,  nor  yet  in  the  Day-time  without 
his  Host  will  answer  for  him." 

*'  And  the  Bailiffs  of  Tciwns  every  week,  or  at  the  least  every 
FiAeeuth  Day,  shall  mojce  Inquiry  of  all  I^erMns  being  lodged  in 
the  suburbs,  or  in  foreign  par1.s  of  the  Towns ;  and  if  thev  do  find 
any  that  do  loilgo  or  reiioive  in  any  manner  men  of  whom  there  is 
auHpicion  that  they  be  People  again  si  the  Peace,  the  Bailiffs  shall  do 
*«hl  therein.  And  the  King  commandeth,  that  from  beneofortli 
jhes  be  made  aA  it  bath  been  ii(<ed  in  times  puseud,  that  is  to 
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Tit,  from  the  Day  of  the  Asoensjon  unto  the  Day  of  St.  Micbat^l, 
in  every  City  by  six  men  at  every  gate,  in  every  Borough  by 
Twelva  Men,  in  every  Town  by  Six  or  Four,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  and  they  shall  watch  the  Town 
continually  all  Night,  from  the  Suu-settlng  unto  the  Suu-rt»iiig, 
And  if  any  Stranger  do  paw  by  them,  be  shall  be  arrested,  until 
morning;  and  if  no  Suspicion  be  found,  he  shall  go  quit;  and  if 
they  fold  cause  of  Suspicion,  they  shall  forthwith  deliver  him  to 
Sherifl',  and  the  Sheriff  may  receive  bim  without  Damage, 
ft  shall  keep  bim  safely,  until  he  be  delivered  in  due  manner." 
IFurther,  It  is  commanded,  That  Highways  leading  from  one 
tTown  to  another  shall  be  enlarged,  whereas  Dusbcs^  Woods, 
Jiedges,  or  Dj'kcs  be,  so  that  there  bo  neither  Dyke,  Underwood,  nor 
[Jloah,  whereby  a  man  may  lurk  to  do  hurt,  within  two  hundred  foot 
of  the  one  aide,  and  two  hundred  foot  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  so  that  ihia  Statuto  shall  not  cxtond  unto  Oak»,*  nor  unto 
great  Trees,  ao  as  it  bo  clear  underneath.     And  if  by  Default  of 
^H  the  Lord  that  Ttill  not  ulxite  the  Dyke,  Underwood  or  BushoK,  in 
^PtiKMUannor  aforesaid,  any  Robhoriu.t  bo  done  therein,  the  Lord  shall 
be  answerable  for  the  Felony;  andifJIurther  be  done  the  Ijord  shall 

I  make  a  Fine  nt  the  King's  Pleasure.  And  if  the  Lord  be  not  able 
to  fell  the  Underwoods,  the  Country  nhall  aid  him  therein.  And  if 
prrciiflc  a  Park  be  near  to  the  Highway,  it  is  requisite  that  the 
I*rd  shall  minish  his  Park  so  that  there  be  a  border  of  two  hundred 
loot  near  the  Highway  as  before  is  said,  or  that  he  make  auch  a  "Wall, 
Dyke,  or  Hedge,  that  Offenders  may  not  pass,  no  return  to  do  evil." 
"And  Further,  It  is  commanded,  that  every  Man  have  in  bis  house 
Harness  for  to  keep  the  Peace  after  the  autient  atsAize." 

^**  Execution  of  the  Act  is  respited  until  Eastor  next  following, 
■ee  whether  such  Felonies  and  Robberies  do  ueuse."  t 
A  careful  study  of  the  Act  makea  it  very  evident  that  armed 
bonds  of  robbers  commanded  by  people  of  poaition  tansi  still 
bare  been  roaming  about  much  us  in  the  previous  nugns.  The 
order  for  cutting  the  underwood  for  two  huudred  foot  on  each 
ide  of  the  highway  shows  the  favourite  method  of  lurking  adopted 
the  robbora,  and  tho  stringent  penalties  imposed  on  lords  who 
to  out  away  the  underwood  on  their  property  makes  it 

*  Kffmm  {thtittt).    Tliis  u  tiaatdsted  "  A«hes  "  in  the  aiitherised  versiun  of 
t  Sui.  n*vDtoti  iTlic  Suiulc  ol  Wufhwler)^  13  Kdwonli  1.,  e.  4,  A.i>.  136!>. 
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appear  tLut  many  of  them  must  have  slielteml  or  connived  at  the 
presence  of  robbers,  taking  doubtle»  for  the  protiiction  utforded 
a  percentage  of  the  plunder. 

Even  the  City  of  London  wa«  not  exempt  from  vagabondism  and 
ruffianism  of  the  worst  type,  judged  by  the  following  enactment: — 

"  Whereas  many  EviU,  an  Munlers,  RobbcrieH,  and  Man- 
slaughters, huve  been  committed  heretofore  tn  the  City  by  Ntght 
and  Day,  and  People  have  been  beaten  and  evil  entreated,  und 
diverit  other  mischances  have  befallen  against  his  peace ;  It  is  en- 
joined that  none  be  m>  hardy  to  be  found  going  or  wandering  about 
the  StreeU  of  the  City,  after  Curfew  tolled  at  Si.  Martin'ft-le-Grand, 
with  Sword  or  Bueklcr,  or  other  Arms  for  doing  Miwhief  ,or  whereof 
evil  suspicion  might  arise  ;  nor  in  any  other  maoDur  unless  he  be  a 
great  Una  or  other  lawful  pcrBon  of  good  repute,  or  their  certain 
Measenger,  hanng  their  warrants  to  go  from  one  to  another,  with 
Lant  bem  in  hand.  And  if  any  bo  found  going  about  coutrarj*  to  the 
Form  aforesaid,  anlcfts  he  have  cause  to  come  late  into  the  City,  he 
sball  be  taken  by  the  kcepor  of  tbe  I'cace  und  be  put  into  the  place 
of  confinement  appointed  for  such  Offenders  ;  and  on  the  morrow 
he  shall  be  bnmgbt  and  preeentetl  before  Ihe  Warden,  or  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  for  the  Time  being,  and  before  the  aldermen  ;  and  _ 
according  an  they  shall  find  that  be  offended,  and  as  the  cuetoiO^H 
is,  ho  ihall  be  pnni!«hed." 

"And  Whereas  such  Offenders  a»  aforesaid  going  about  by  Night, 
do  commonly  resort  and  have  their  Meetings  and  hold  their  evil 
talk  in  Taverns  more  than  elsewhere,  and  there  do  seek  for  shelter, 
lying  in  wait,  and  watehiug  their  time  to  do  mischief ;  it  is  en- 
joined thiit  none  do  keep  a  Tavern  open  for  wino  or  ale,  after  tolling 
of  the  ifforesaid  Curfew ;  but  they  uhall  keep  their  tavern  abuts 
after  that  hour,  und  none  therein  drinking  or  resorting  ;  ncithec^| 
■hali  any  Man  admit  others  in  bis  Uousc,  except  in  common  Taverns, 
for  whom  be  will  not  bu  uuswerublo  unto  tbe  King's  Peace.  And 
if  any  Taveruer  be  found  doing  the  contrary,  the  first  time  be 
shall  be  put  iu  pledge  by  his  Tuvem  drinking  cap,  or  by  other 
good  pledge  there  found,  und  be  anierced  forty  pence ;  and  tf  be 
be  found  a  second  time  ofleuding,  he  shuU  be  amerced  half  a  mark ; 
and  thu  third  time  Ten  ShiUinga :  and  the  fourth  time  ho  shall  pay 
the  whole  penalty  double,  that  is  to  sjiy  Twenty  sbillings ;  and 
the  fifth  time  he  shall  be  forejudged  of  his  Trade  for  ever."  ' 

*  iJlatuta  C'irtlatu  Loadou  (Statutcft  fur  the  City  of  Loudou).  13  Edwanli  L 
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These  enactments  seem  to  have  boon  put  in  force  by  the  City 
attthorities,  asin  the  year  Kjll  wefind  "Jolm  Blome  indicted  as  a 
romroon  Kagaband  hy  night  for  committing  bittenee  and  other 
mttrhiefs  lo  the  ward  of  Aldertgate  and  divers  other  varda. 
Therefore  he  was  committed  to  prison.  On  the  Thursday  next 
before  the  Feast  of  Enetpr  ho  was  delivered  on  the  surety  of  Wil- 
liam dc  Suningham  and  others,  who  undertook  that  he  sbould 
bebavo  himself  properly." 

Professional  fencers,  who  in  1597-8  were  classed  as  vagabonds, 
appeto-  long  before  to  have  been  regarded  aa  disreputahle  persons, 
as  in  the  same  year,  13H,  "  Master  Roger  le  Skirmisour*  wa« 
indicted  for  kvepiog  a  fencing  school  for  divers  men,  uud  for 
enticing  thither  the  sons  of  respectable  persona  so  as  to  waste  and 
spend  the  property  of  their  falht;rs  and  muthtint  upon  bad  prac- 
tioeo,  tbc  reault  being  that  they  themselves  became  bad  men. 
Therefore  he  was  committed  to  prison." 

The  strong  measures  for  the  repression  of  crime  aad  the  enforce- 
ment of  good  order  enacted  in  the  retgti  of  XCdward  I.  weretu  ufew 
years  unfortunately  wholly  nulliHed  by  the  imprudent  and  weuk- 
mindod  conduct  of  Kdtcard  II.,  whoso  foolish  predilection  for 
faTouriUia  cuuitcd  him  to  sanction  uojjopular  exactions.  Uia 
barons  roao  against  him,  and  the  country  was  plunged  into  civil 
war  with  all  its  train  of  turbulence  and  criminal  Ucenso. 

FiiToarcd  by  the  lawlessness  which  prevailed  during  this  reign, 
robbera  riding  about  in  troops  were  numerous.  One  of  the  most 
noted  was  Sir  Ooaaoline  Denvillc,  of  Xorthallcrton  in  Yorkshire, 
a  knif;bt  of  old  lineage  and  of  con«idcrablc  propcrtj*  inherited 
from  his  father.  TFuTing  run  tbrough  his  patrimony  by  notoua 
living,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  took  to  public  robWry.  sparing 
neither  rich  nor  poor,  so  that  in  a  little  time  tbey  became  the 
dread  and  terror  of  all  travellers  in  the  north  of  England.  Their 
boIdnCM  was  such  that  other  robbers  when  they  were  in  any 
dangar  flew  to  them  for  succonr  and  protection.  The  band  there- 
fSnre  toon  became  almost  formidable  enough  to  bid  deBance  to  the 
foctt  cotnitatu*  of  any  sheriff.  Near  Parlington  they  robbed,  two 
Cifdiiuda  who  came  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  a 
pMce  between  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  F.ngland.  They 
broke  open  houses  in  the  daytime,  taking  what  money  and  phite 
they  found,  and  killing  any  who  opposed  them.  Mouusteriea  and 
*  Fencer  ut  fencing  nuciler. 
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uunneries  did  uot  escape  their  outrages  and  tbey  stripped  tne 
altars  in  several  churches  of  their  plate.  On  ooe  occasion  Sir 
Gosselioe  aud  hts  gang  rubbed  a  Doniiciciiu  moak  uumod  Bernard 
Bytapeon,  and  Ihun  fur  puatimo  forced  him  to  uliinh  u  tmc  and 
prcuub  a  sermon,  in  which  hu  KuccoediKl  so  well  that  they  guvc 
him  his  liberty  and  returned  him  the  property  of  which  he  had 
been  robbed. 

The  ruads  being  at  length  gutinled  by  Isrge  parties  of  horse  and 
foot,  Sir  Qosseline  and  his  gang,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred, 
disguised  themselves  as  friars  and  ooutinued  their  course  of  rob- 
bcry.  They  did  nut  even  spare  the  King  himself,  whom  they  met 
in  a  progress  to  Norwich.  The  King,  taking  them  to  be  religious 
men  come  to  meet  him  on  some  petition,  stopped  with  his  retinue 
to  hear  what  they  hod  to  say,  whereupon  Sir  Gosseline,  approach- 
ing his  Majesty  with  o  low  obeisance,  told  him  that  he  had  not 
in  the  least  come  to  talk  with  his  liege  about  religion,  because 
that  was  a  thing  he  never  thought  of  ony  more  than  himself,  but 
he  had  come  to  discourse  with  him  about  secular  affairs,  and  re- 
quired him  to  lend  him  and  his  needy  brethren  what  money  he  had 
about  him,  otherwise  they  would  put  him  lo  very  hard  penance  in 
spite  of  all  the  indulgences  and  absolution  he  could  procure  of  the 
Tope.  The  King  hading  it  vain  to  resist  so  large  a  force  with  his 
small  following,  which  did  not  exceed  forty  persons,  gave  what 
money  he  bod  to  !Sir  Gosseline,  who  then  searched  the  pockets  of 
the  noblemen  in  attendance  before  he  allowed  thorn  to  proceed. 

Enraged  at  this  insult,  tho  King  issued  a  proclamation  offering 
a  reward  of  1,000  merka  for  the  capture  of  Sir  GosHoliue  dead  or 
alive,  500  merks  for  his  brother  Koburt  dead  or  ulive,  and  lOO 
merka  for  every  one  of  his  acoomplices  taken  ulive.  Tlie  next 
grpjit  exploit  of  the  bund  was  to  rob  the  Bishop  of  Durham's 
palace,  which  they  rifled  from  top  to  bottom;  they  then  stripped  the 
prelate  and  his  servants  stark  naked,  and  bound  them  hand  and 
foot.  Soon  after  this  iSir  Gosseline,  with  his  brother  and  several 
members  of  hia  band,  were  surrounded  at  a  lone  inn  in  Yorkshire 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  at  the  head  of  five  or  six  hundred 
men.  The  robbers  made  a  desperate  resistance,  and  killed  two 
hundred  men  before  they  were  overpowered.  They  were  then 
conveyed  to  York,  where  they  wore  hanged  without  trial. 

Edward  11.  was  succeeded  by  JSilwani  III.,  who  gave  early  proof 
of  his  energy  and  strength  of  will,  first  by  destroying  the  Queen's 
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favourite,  Mortimer,  who  hiul  in  reiiHty  constituted  himself  Rogcnt 
of  the  kingdom,  ami  next  by  the  whuh;  counie  of  his  legisIutioQ. 

One  of  the  first  ucts  of  this  reign,  2  E<lw.  III.,  i:j'J8(the  statute 
of  Korthampton),  was  an  effort  to  control  the  pardons  for  felony 
wiiich  were  procured  by  great  men,  and  to  prevent  the  ptKipIc 
from  riding  or  going  armed  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace.  The 
recital  runs  thus: — 

'*  Wheroaa  offenders  have  been  greatly  encouraged,  because  (the) 
Charters  of  Pardon  have  been  so  easily  granted  in  times  past  of 
Manslaughters,  Robberies,  Felonies,  and  other  Trespasses  again  at  the 
Peace  ;  It  is  ordoincd  and  enactM,  that  such  Charter  shall  not  bo 
granted,  but  only  where  the  King  moy  do  it  by  his  Oath,  that  is 
to  say,  where  a  Man  alayeth  another  in  his  own  defence,  or  by 
misfortune.  .  .  .  That  no  man  great  or  emull,  of  what  condition 
soever  he  be,  except  the  King's  ServantA  in  his  preiicncc,  and  his 
Ministera  in  executing  of  the  King's  Precepts,  or  of  their  office,  and 
such  as  he  in  their  Company  asuistirig  them,  and  also  (upon  a  Dry 
for  Arms  to  keep  the  Peace,  and  in  ttie^ame  in  .such  phices  where 
such  Acts  happen,)  be  $o  hardy  to  come  before  the  King's  Justices, 
or  other  of  the  King's  Minietera  doing  their  office,  with  force  and 
arms,  nor  bring  no  force  in  affray  uf  the  peace,  nor  t-u  go  nor  ride 
armed  by  night  nor  by  day,  in  Fuim.  JJurkets,  nor  in  the  presence 
of  the  Justices  or  other  Ministers,  nor  in  no  part  elsewhere,  upon 
pBLU  to  forfeit  their  Armour  to  the  King,  and  their  Bodies  to  prison 
at  the  King's  pleasure." 

In  spite  of  this  Act>,  it  seems  that  pardons  for  crimes  were  so 
freely  granted  by  those  in  uuthority — priiicipully  without  doubt 
in  return  for  bribed — timt  it  became  necessary  to  legislate  afresh 
on  the  subject  lu  the  following  still  more  stringent  tenns. 

*'  Because  divers  Charters  of  Pardou  have  been  granted  of 
Felonios,  Robberies,  and  Manslaughter,  against  the  Form  of  the 
Statute  lately  made  ut  Northampton,  containing  that  no  man 
should  have  such  Charters  out  of  the  Parliament,  whereby  such 
miadocrs  have  been  the  more  bold  to  offend  ;  (2)  it  is  enacted 
That  from  henceforth  the  same  Statute  shall  bo  kept  and  main- 
tained in  all  points."* 

Robbery   and   disorder   npi>car,  however,  to  have   heen    still 
sufficiently  rampant  to  necessitate  further  legislation,  and  accord- 
ingly in  tJie  succeeding  year  the  following  enactment  was  passed. 
•  -i  K<lw.  in  ,c.  13{i:i3(ij. 
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"Whereas  in  the  Statute  ma<le  at  Wincheater  in  the  time  of 
Eicg  Edward,  GruDclfuther  lothe  Kiogthat  iion^  is,  it  is  contained, 
That  a  any  stninger  paAS  by  the  Country  in  the  Night,  of  whom 
any  have  suspicion,  he  shall  presently  be  arrested  and  dflivermt 
to  the  Shoriff,  and  remain  in  ward  till  he  be  duly  delivered  :  And 
because  there  hav«  been  divers  Manslanghtera,  Felonies,  and  Rob- 
beries done  in  Times  pjist,  by  People  that  be  called  Ruberdesmen. 
Wastours,  and  Drtighlacche  ;  *  It  ia  accorded  that  if  any  may  have 
«ny  evil  suspicion  of  such,  be  it  by  day  or  by  night,  they  ahall  be 
iticontineutly  arrested  by  the  Constable*  of  the  Tow-nn/'t 

Two  thinga  deserve  notice  in  thie  statute — the  first  w  that  the 
Weltth  westour,  or  unbidden  gucot,  hud  evidently  made  his  way 
into  England  and  given  his  lutme  to  this  form  of  wandering  ras< 
eality ;  and  second,  that  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  i-ldward  I., 
by  which  Buspicious  persons  might  be  arrested  in  the  night  time, 
were  now  extended  to  the  day  time. 

At  this  time"lbc  English  connties  beyond  the  Severn  were  over- 
run by  hands  of  otillaus.  In  (JluuccNteri<.hire  they  had  joined 
together  and  elected  themselves  a  chieftain,  to  whom  they  gave 
sovereign  power,  and  in  whose  name  they  issued  prodamations ; 
ond,  HcTting  in  deSanco  the  King  und  his  lawit,  they  infested 
equally  the  sea  and  the  land,  capturing  and  plundering  the  king's 
ships  on  the  one  element,  und  murdering  and  robbing  his  nubjecta 
on  the  other.  In  13-17  the  King  sent  a  commission  to  Gloucester 
to  concert  means  of  seeking  out  the  offenders  and  bringing  them 
to  jostice."  J 

The  year  1348  broughtu  terrible  visitation  to  the  shores  of  England 
in  the  shape  of  a  plague  called  the  Black  Death,  which  originated  iu 
the  East  and  ravaged  the  wholeof  Europe.  This  fearful  disease  broke 
out  violently  in  the  towns  where  the  complete  neglect  of  sanitary 
precautions  common  in  those  days  afibrded  it  a  firm  foothold ; 
from  thence  it  spread  to  the  villHge«,  and  ultimately  depopulated 
the  country  of  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  its  inhabitants, 
according  to  various  estimates.  The  result  was  a  scarcity  of 
labour,  and  a  danger  that  a  great  part  of  the  land  woiJd  remain 
ustilled.  Wages  rose  as  the  labourers  fuund  that  they  were  prac- 
tically roasters  of  the  situation,  in  being  able  to  make  whatever 
demands  (hey  Iik(«i  fur  their  services.  Tlie  number  of  labourers 
wandering  about  to  sell  their  labour  in  the  best  market  tswelled 


Dmw-lnlclifs.  t  3  Bdw.  IIL,  c.  U  (1331). 


I  Wrisht. 


AND  DEaOAES  AND  BEOOIXO, 


4S 


the  ranks  of  Tngrancy,  and  their  idle  habits  naturally  gave  birth 
to  otlicr  disorder?.  The  number  of  free  labourers  had  by  this 
time  greftily  increased,  M  in  the  yeur  1330  the  King,  as  a  metus 
of  raising  money,  of  which  he  waa  veiy  much  in  want,  allowed  a 
nomber  of  his  bondmen  to  purchase  their  mmiuraisBion,  and  this 
«xamplo  was  no  doubt  followed  by  members  of  the  uobiUty  who 
found  (hemselves  in  similar  straits. 

To  check  both  the  iDcream>  of  vagrancy  and  the  inordinate 
augmentation  of  wages,  an  instrument  was  prepared  in  the  year 
VM9  (23  Edw.  Ill),  which  is  known  under  the  title  of  "  Statutum 
de  Servientibu8,"  or  Statute  of  Labourers ;  but  the  Parliament, 
thoagh  called,  did  not  meet  in  that  year  on  account  of  the  plague. 
This  instrument  is  recited  in  the  Statute  of  LubourerA(2''j  Ed w.  III., 
flUtt.  1}  as  an  ordinanco  of  the  King  and  his  cnuiioil,  and  by 
2  Rich.  IT.,  titat.  1,  e.  8  (l-t78)  it  is  expre^t^ly  enacted  that  this 
ordinance  should  be  afhrmed  and  held  as  a  statute.  The  preamble 
statea — 

"Because  a  great  part  of  the  people,  and  especially  of  workmen 
and  servants,  late  died  of  the  pestilence,  many  seeing  the  neccAsity 
of  masters  and  great  scarcity  of  twrvants,  will  not  serve  unlcsg 
ihey  may  receive  eicessive  wages,  and  some  rather  willing  to  beg 
in  idleness  than  by  labour  to  get  their  living ;  We,  considering  the 
grievoua  incommodilioa  which  of  the  lack  especially  of  ploughmen 
aud  auch  Uibourvrs  may  hereafter  come,  have  upon  deliberation 
and  treaty  with  the  prulutea  and  nobles,  and  lenmed  men  assisting 
UB.  of  their  mutual  consent  ordained :  " 

It  then  proceeds — 

"  That  every  man  and  woman  of  our  realm  of  England,  of  what 
condition  he  be,  free  or  bond,  able  in  body,  and  within  the  age  of 
three^eore  years,  not  living  in  merchuDdise,  nor  exercising  any 
eniJl,  nor  having  of  his  own  whereof  he  may  live,  nor  proper  land, 
about  whose  tillage  ho  may  himself  occupy,  and  not  serving  any 
other,  if  he  in  oonvonient  service  (his  egtate  considered)  be 
required  to  serve,  he  shall  be  bouuden  to  &cr\'c  him  which  so 
shall  him  require;  And  take  only  the  wages,  livery,  meed,  or  sularir' 
which  wore  accustomed  to  be  given  in  the  places  where  he  oweth 
la  aerre,  the  ix  year  of  our  reign  of  England,  or  five  or  six  other 
ooinmon  years  next  before.  Provided  always,  that  the  lords  be 
preferred  before  other  in  their  bondmen  or  their  land  tonants,  so 
in  ibeir  service  to  be  retained:  m  that  nevcrthclcsa  the  eaid  lords 
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fihiiU  retain  no  more  than  be  ncocasary  for  ihem  ;  And  if  any' 
«uch  man  or  woman,  being  so  required  to  aerve,  wilt  not  the  Bome 
do,  that  proved  by  two  true  men  before  the  sheriff  or  the  bailiff. 
Ion),  or  cuostable  of  the  town  where  the  same  oball  happen  to 
be  done,  he  shall  anou  be  taken  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  and 
committed  to  the  next  gaol,  ihere  to  remain  under  strait  keeping, 
till  be  find  surety  to  serve  in  the  form  aforesaid. 

"Thut  if  a  workman  or  servant  depart  from  wince  before  the 
time  agreed  upon,  he  shall  be  imprisoned. 

"  That  the  old  wages  and  no  more  ahall  be  given  to  servants. 

"That  if  the  lord  of  a  town  or  manor  do  offend  ag'ainst  this 
statute  in  any  point,  be  shall  forfeit  the  treble  value. 

"  That  if  any  artiiiecr  or  workman  take  more  wages  than  were 
wont  to  be  paid,  he  shall  ho  committed  to  the  gaol. 

"  That  victuals  shall  be  gold  at  reiutonublo  pnccs. 

"  Item^  l)ccau8o  that  many  valiant  *  beggars,  as  long  as  they  may 
live  of  begging,  do  re-fuse  to  labour,  giving  themselves  to  idleness 
and  vice,  and  Aotnctimc  t,o  thedt  and  other  abominations;  none 
upon  the  said  pain  of  impn«onment  shall,  under  the  colour  of  pity 
or  alms,  give  anything  to  such,  which  may  labour,  or  presume  to 
favour  them  towards  their  desires,  so  that  thereby  tliey  may  bo 
compelled  to  labour  for  their  necessary  living. 

*'  That  he  tbnt  tuketb  more  wages  than  is  acouatomably  given, 
shall  pay  the  surplusage  to  the  town  where  he  dwelleth,  towanls 
a  puvment  to  the  King  of  a  tenth  and  fifteenth  granted  to 
him." 

llie  necewity  for  the  prohibiiion  regarding  almsgiving  to 
valiant  beggars  was  doubtless  intended   as  a  corrective  to  the 

hilnus  inculcation  by  the  Church  of  the  duty  of  bestowing 
Bbarity  on  aU  poor  prntOHv.  liichard  JioKc,  of  Ilampole,  near  Don- 
caster,  a  hermit  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine  and  a  doctor  of 
dinnity,  who  died  in  this  very  year,  gives  ua  an  idea  of  the 
occlcdiastical  view  of  the  matter  in  the  Siimulaim  CorueienOa 
or  Pmke  of  Conaeiesce. 

"  When  lliou  inayct  hel]i  thrr-tit-li  wiwimn  and  skill, 
Aii:l  will  iwl  lirip,  but  liulilc^  tliuc  xtill  ; 
Whcii  iJiou  apeakcfll  filijir|>ly  to  th*  poor, 
Tliut  mmv  good  ask  at  tliy  d'-ur, 
Be  it  witlicmt,  be  it  witliin, 
,     Yet  il  is  a  vt<iiia]  mi." 

*  Thfl  word  **  valiant "  is  1h!I«  uKd  tu  tli«  a&xM  of  itroag  iti  boily. 
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"IxwToa  at  this  period  wore  made  of  a  secondary  qualiiy  of  flour, 
and  these  were  6r8t  piircil  and  then  cut  into  thick  slices,  which 
ircPB  onlted  in  French  tranc/ioir*/,  and  in  English  trenrficrn,  becanse 
they  were  to  be  carved  upon.  Tho  portions  of  meat  were  served 
to  tbo  giicfttA  on  these  tranohoira,  and  they  cut  it  upon  them  as 
they  eat  it.  The  gravy,  of  course,  went  into  the  bread,  which  the 
guest  ftoinctimeA,  perhaps  always  at  on  earlier  period,  cat  after  the 
meat ;  but  in  later  timos,  and  at  tho  tables  of  the  ^reat,  it  appears 
to  have  been  more  frequently  sent  away  to  the  i*lms-bfl»ket,  from 
which  tho  leavings  of  the  table  were  diittnhuted  to  the  poor  at  the 
gat«.  All  the  bread  used  iit  table  seems  to  have  been  pared 
bofore  it  was  cut,  and  the  parings  were  thrown  into  the  ulins- 
da*h.  Walter  de  Bibblesworth,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  thirteenth 
MDtury.  among  other  directions  for  the  laying  out  of  the  table, 
•ays,  'Cat  the  bread  whivh  is  pared,  and  let  tho  parings  be  given 
to  the  alms.' ••• 

"The  roads  appear  to  hare  been  infested  with  beggars  of  oil 
doBcriptiona,  uiauy  of  whom  wei-e  cripples,  and  persons  mutilated 
in  the  most  revolting  manner,  the  re»ult  of  feudal  wantonness 
and  of  feudal  veiigeuuco.  A  inaiiustript  of  the  fourteenth  century 
gives  a  curious  representation  of  a  very  deformed  cripple,  whoso 
means  of  locomotion  \s  furnished  by  wooden  clogs  attached  to  his 
hauda  and  knees  by  straps.  The  beggar  and  the  cripple,  too,  were 
oflcn  only  robbers  in  disguise,  who  waited  their  opportunity  to 
attack  nngle  passengers,  or  who  watched  to  give  notice  to  cororadcs 
of  the  approach  of  richer  convoys.  The  medistval  popular  stones 
give  abundant  instances  of  robbers  and  others  disguising  themselves 
asbeggursand  cripples.  Blindness  also  was  common  among  theso 
objects  of  commiserution  in  the  Middle  Ages,  often,  as  in  the  case 
of  mutilation  oi  other  kinds,  the  result  of  deliberate  vJolenco."t 

Evoy  town  had  its  cross,  at  which  engagements,  whether  of  a 
religious  or  worldly  interest,  were  entered  into.  Every  eliurch- 
^_  yard  had  one  whereon  to  rest  the  bodies  of  the  deceased,  from 
B  which  the  preacher  gave  his  Icasons  on  the  mutability  of  life.  At 
^  the  turning  of  every  public  road  was  placed  a  cross,  for  the  two- 
fold purposes  of  rest  for  the  bearers  of  the  pious  defunct,  and 
br  reminding  travellers  of  the  Sa^'iour  who  died  for  their  Balva* 
^B  lion.  The  boundaries  of  overy  parish  were  dist  ingui^hcd  by  croases, 
^H      at  which,   during  iho  ancient  perambulations,  the  people  alter- 
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i)Rt«l}'  pmj«d  and  regnled  tbem^telves.  CruKses  ui  short  were  multi- 
plied by  every  means  wbicli  tbe  ingenuity  of  uiaa  could  inTeut ; 
aud  tbe  people  were  tbu»  kept  iu  coustaat  reiueuibniuce,  botli  ui 
home  and  on  their  journeys,  us  well  ae  in  every  tmiisiuttion  uf 
tbeir  liven,  of  the  fuundatiou  of  the  Cliriiitiau  laiUi. 

The  afllicl-od  poor  bolioitcd  alms  at  them  crosses  by  impurtuniite 
entreaties  fur  Chriflt's  sake ;  and  hence  arose  the  old  saying  when 
u  person  na«  ur^^nt  or  vehement  in  preferring  any  petition,  that 
"  he  begged  like  a  cripple  at  a  oroea." 

But  the  favourile  mode  of  attracting  attention  was  by  means  of 
the  etack  dif/i,  an  alms-basket  with  a  clupp«r,  which  lepers  were 
obliged  to  employ  iu  soliciting  charity,  st»nding  "  afar  off,"  lest 
their  touch  should  pollute  the  benevolent.  They  were  a  raoo 
entirety  apart,  and  in  order  to  participate  in  divine  service  they 
were  compelled  to  gather  in  the  churchyard  and  hear  it  through  a 
window  called  the  leper's  window,  usually  found  on  the  north, 
side  of  the  chancel.  The  dreadful  disease  from  which  they  suf- 
fered was  introduced  into  Europe  by  the  Crusaders,  and  raged 
wiih  such  virulence  during  the  Middle  Ages  as  to  necessitate  the 
establishment  of  lazar-housca  for  the  reception  and  isolation  of 
those  ufBicted  with  it.  One  was  founded  at  Southamptoti  in  II73-4. 
fiy  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century  leprosy  was 
almost  extinct  in  England,  though  a  case  was  known  and  reported 
BO  late  as  the  year  1809.  The  leper's  clack  dish  was  so  produc- 
tive that  other  mendicants  adopted  it,  and  hence  the  saying,  "  I 
know  you  as  well  as  the  beggar  knows  his  dish."  In  the  "  Family 
of  Ijow,"  in  the  year  1&)S,  we  iind  " '  Can  you  think  I  got  my 
living  by  a  bell  and  clack  dish  Y  '  '  How's  that  f '  Why,  begging, 
air."'  And  in  the  "  Illind  Beggar  of  liodnall  Green "( 1659), 
*'  'Tufth,  roan,  'tis  he.  I  know  him  as  well  o^  the  Beggar  knowa 
his  dish.'  " 

The  futility  of  endeavouring  to  regulate  the  rate  of  wagea  by 
ordiiianiH)  u-a^  speedily  demonstrated,  though  not  acknowledged, 
as  in  the  year  1350  it  was  found  necessary  to  pasa  an  Act 
(25  Rdw.  III.,  Stat,  I )  dealing  further  with  the  same  subject,  the 
preamble  of  which  lella  its  own  tale : — 

"  Whereas  lat«  against  the  malice  of  st^rrants,  which  were  idle, 
and  not  willing  to  serve  after  the  pestilence,  without  taking  exces- 
sive wages,  it  was  ordnined  by  our  lord  the  King,  and  by  assent 
uf  the  prelute8,  earls,  barons,  and  others   of  bis  council.  Thai 
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imcli  manner  of  servmitif,  us  well  men  as  wonien,  aboutd  be  bonnd 
Id  serTe,  receiving  ftulary  uud  wugeB,  accastumcd  in  plsceB  whore 
tbey  ought  to  serve,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  the 
King  that  now  is,  or  five  or  six  years  before  ;  and  that  the  same 
•ervantH  refusiDg  to  serve  in  such  manner  should  be  punished  by 
imprisoomcnt  of  thoir  bodies,  as  in  the  said  statute  is  more  plainly 
contained  ;  (2)  whereupon  commissions  were  made  to  divers  peoplo 
in  every  county  to  enquire  and  punish  all  thom  which  offend 
n^^inst  the  same,  ('i)  And  now  forasmuch  as  it  is  given  tho 
King  to  understand  in  this  present  parliament,  by  the  petition  of 
the  commonalty,  that  the  said  servants  having  no  regard  to  the 
flftid  ordinance,  but  to  their  case  and  singular  covetisc,  do  withdraw 
themselvos  to  servo  great  men  and  others,  unless  they  have  livery 
and  wages  to  the  double  or  treble  of  that  they  were  wont  to  take 
the  said  twentieth  year,  and  before,  to  the  great  damage  of 
the  great  men,  and  imporcHshing  of  all  the  said  commonalty, 
wher«of  the  said  commonalty  pruyoth  remedy :  wherefore  in  the 
same  parliament,  by  the  absent  of  the  said  prelates,  earU,  barons, 
and  other  great  men  of  the  same  commonsilty  there  assembled, 
to  refrain  the  malice  of  the  said  servants,  he  ordained  and  etftab- 
lished  the  thuigs  underwritten  : — 

"That  Carters,  Ploughmen,  Drivers  of  the  plough,  Shepherds, 
Swineherds,  Deios,*  and  all  other  servants,  shull  toko  liveries  and 
wages,  accustomed  the  said  Twentieth  year,  or  Four  years  before, 
and  that  they  be  (allowed)  to  serve  by  a  whole  year,  or  by  other 
usual  terms  and  not  by  the  Day. 

"That  the  some  aervuats  be  sworn  two  times  ^  the  year  before 
lords,  stewards,  bailiffs,  and  uonstahles  of  every  town,  tu  hold  and 
do  these  ordinances,  and  that  none  of  them  go  out  of  the  town, 
where  he  dwelleth  in  the  winter,  to  serve  the  summer,  if  he  may 
■erre  in  the  some  town,  taking  as  before  is  said.  Saving  that 
the  people  of  the  counties  of  Stnfnrd,  Ln»atiter,  and  Dfrbt/,  and 
people  of  Crarvn,  and  of  tho  marches  of  JFalts  and  Scothiiif,  and 
of  other  places,  may  come  in  time  of  A»ffttat,  and  laboar  in  other 
counties,  and  safety  return,  as  tbey  were  wont  to  do  before  this 
lime.  And  that  tiiosc  which  refuse  to  make  such  outh,  or  to 
perform  that  they  be  sworn  to,  or  have  taken  upon  them,  shall  he 
pat  in  the  stocks  by  the  said  lords,  stewards,  buili^,  and  coasts  tiles 
of  (be  towns  by  three  days  or  more,  or  sent  to  Ihe  next  gnol.  there 

*  Driven  of  ««.■*& 


VAOBANTS  AND  VAORANCY, 

to  remttin  till  they  will  justify  themseWes.  And  that  stockB*  be 
modo  in  cvory  tovrn  by  such  occasion  betwixt  this  and  the  feast 
of  Petitecfiai. 

"That  Carpenlprd,  MasooB,  and  Tilers,  and  other  Workmen  of 
HDiises,  ehall  not  tuke  by  the  Day  for  their  Work,  but  in  manner 
itfl  thny  were  wont,  that  is  to  say  ;  a  Hamster  Car|>oQter  I'ii  d.,  and 
another  ii  d.,  »  Muster  froc-fitone  Mason  iiii  A.,  and  other  Mruons 
iii  d.,  and  their  Serranla  i  d.  oh.  Tylers  iii  d.,  and  their  Knaves  i  d, 
ob.,  and  other  Corerers  of  Fern  and  Straw  iii  d.,  and  their  Knaves 
id.  ob.  Plasterers  and  otbr^  workers  of  J[udwall»,  »nd  their ; 
Knaves,  by  the  same  nrnnner,  without  Meat  or  Drink,  froia 
Eustcr  to  Saint  Uichael ;  And  from  that  time  les^,  according  to 
the  Rutu  and  Discretion  of  the  Justices, 

"That  Cordwainers  and  Shoemakers  shall  not  sell  Boote  norj 
Shoes,   uor   none   other  thing  touching   their  Mystery,  in  any ' 
other  manner  than  they  were  wont  the  said  x.\.  year.     Artificers 
ahull  be  sworn  to  use  their  crafts  ua  tliey  did  in  the  said  Twen- 
tieth year. 

"Stewards,  bailiffs,  and  consl-ables  of  the  towns  are  to  be  swora 
before  the  justices  to  certify  ufleuders  to  the  justices,  and  tho 
jnstiocs  shall  enquire  and  punish  them  by  fine  and  ransom  to  tho 
King  and  also  command  them  to  priBon,  there  to  remain  till  they 
have  fonnd  surety,  to  serve,  and  lake,  and  do  their  work,  and  to 
sell  things  vendible  as  the  Act  directs,  and  if  any  of  them  come 
against  his  oath  and  be  attainted,  ho  is  to  be  imprisoned  for  forty 
days,  and  on  a  succeeding  conviction  a  quarter  of  a  year,  and  so  on 
doubling  the  penalty  for  each  conviction.  Thone  who  will  tnie 
against  servants,  workmen,  labourers,  and  artificers  for  excess  of  i 
wages  received  shall  have  the  excess  refunded  to  them,  and  if 
none  will  sue,  then  it  should  be  ^eWed  and  delivered  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  Quinzime,  in  alleviation  of  the  towns  where  such 
excesses  were  taken, 

•  The  stocks  yrvrv  n  very  sncienl  form  of  wrwction.  They  fiRure  in  pictuw* 
ttt  An);1n-8AXon  piinuihmrntB.  The  Ute«t  tnAbincp  nf  tht'.ir  iiiii-  npi>Mn  tohsTs 
been  un  the  3lll  i:if  Miiy,  IttGS,  ut  K'iijhlfij  in  Vorki-hirc,  when  une  Joncpb 
S|»tnc*-,  nli'it  " Bf^ser."  wm  placed  lu  the  M^'n'kn,  (.'hiinh  Urti-n,  for pLtublittx, 
al  tliu  be;: ill  11  in}^  of  Miircb,  in  n  lane  ueur  Exleyliead.  A  crowd  of  ]ivi«i>M! 
uitticwrt]  Lilt  puitinhiiK-nt,  wliirh  M.-cinii  U)  hsre  W-vii  int«D<]eil  bh  «  i-aiition  U) 
thf  iiuiuftoiB  iKT^in"  whrt  ihcn  ctingregnlal  on  livpnth^i  anil  hij;L\rayB  for 
cniiiblintj  puqweej.  Three  «laj-n  previmuly  another  offender,  nnmed  Iwauc 
nckcrin;;.  w«#  *imiUrly  punished  for  thr'r  hniir»  for  the  auno  (ilTcn».  Th« 
fit'ickii  nt  liraiif-ml  were  l«.t  up»eil  <>u  tlie  iiMli  July  1801,  when  -lolin  Dod^ptuu 
11  liilHiuiur  of  Idle,  w«*  jiWi:^  hi  ihcm  for  six  bourc  tor  dmnkciiiieM. 
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''Sheriflb,  countablBS,  biiilifF^,  gaolers,  nor  other  uflicers,  shall 
axaot  anything  of  the  same  servants.  The  lorftiitures  of  aervaaia 
■hall  be  emplojed  to  the  aid  of  dtsmes  and  quiiizimee  granted  to 
the  King  by  the  Commons. 

*'  The  justices  shult  hold  their  scssioqb  four  times  a  year,  and  at 
■U  time«  needful.  Servants  which  flee  from  one  country  to 
aitoiher  shall  be  committed  to  pn»on.'' 

The  exomptiou  iu  favourof  natives  ofStafford,  Lancaster,  Derby, 
[^'ttid  Craren,  and  the  Marches  of  Wales  and  Scotland,  was  of  courtie 
to  enable  them  to  assist  ia  getting  ia'the  harvest  whororer  labour 
WW  deficient  for  that  purpose.  The  effect  of  this  statute  vrs»,  aa 
might  hare  been  expected,  the  very  opposite  of  that  intended  by 
its  frumers.  Labourers  took  to  flight  from  their  uutive  counties 
in  order  lo  evade  its  provisions,  and  mauy  touk  refuge  iu  corporate 
towns  in  order  to  obtain  theircufranchiseuient.  Strikes  uud  oom- 
binaliooB  became  frequent  amongst  the  artisan  doss.  The  eu- 
forceueut  of  the  law  was  iu  fact  an  impossibility ;  prices  were 
necessarily  enhanced  by  cho  dearth  of  labour,  and  the  imprifioument 
of  large  numbers  of  labourers  could  only  have  the  effect  of 
increeaing  the  scarcity  of  labourers.  On  the  one  hand,  therefore, 
labourers  could  not  live  on  the  wages  formerly  paid,  and  on  the 
other  it  was  futile  to  attempt  to  imprison  them.  The  only  result 
of  this  legislation,  consequently,  was  to  embitter  the  relations 
between  the  upper  and  the  lower  classes,  and  to  instituto  a  common 
bond  of  union  amongst  the  latter. 

In  1360-1,  by  the  M  Kdw.  III.,  c.  1,  magistrates  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  exorcising  jurisdiction  over  oifondem, 
rioters,  and  barrators*  in  the  following  terms. 

"  In  every  county  of  England  shall  bo  assigned,  for  the  keeping 
of  the  peace,  one  lord,  and  wiih  him  three  or  four  of  the  moat 
worthy  tn  the  county,  with  Euioe  learned  m  the  taw,  and  tht^'y 
shall  have  power  to  restrain  the  offenders,  rioters,  and  all  other 
barrators,  and  to  pursue,  arrest,  take,  and  chastise  them  according 
to  their  trespass  or  offence;  and  to  cause  Ihem  to  be  imprisoned  and 
duly  punished  according  to  the  law  and  customs  of  the  reKlm,  and 
according  to  that  which  to  them  shall  soeui  best  to  do  by  their 
discretions  and  good  advisement ;  and  also  lo  iiifonn  them  and  to 
inquire  of  all  those  that  hare  been  pillors  und  robbers  in  the  parts 
beyond  the  sea,  and  bo  now  come  again,  und  gn  wunderlng,  and 
•  Barrator,  s  promolcr  of  qusrreU,  orij.'iuany  a  cheat,  a  ileceivBr. 
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will  not  lahonr  mt  they  were  wniit  in  fimrs  pafit ;  and  to  takn  tiriil 
arrest  all  those  that  they  may  find  by  indictment,  or  by  suRpicion, 
and  to  pat  them  in  prison  ;  and  t-o  laku  of  a]  I  tbem  that  be  [not]  of 
good  fame,  where  they  shall  be  found,  gofficient  tmrety  and  main- 
prise of  their  good  beha%'iour  towardA  the  King  and  his  people, 
and  the  othor  duly  to  punish ;  to  the  intent  that  the  people  be  not 
by  Buch  riot«r8  or  n'beU  troubled  nor  endamaged,  nor  tbe  peace, 
blcmii^Ked,  nor  merchants  nor  others  parsing  by  the  highways  of  the  < 
realm  disturbed,  nor  put  in  feur  by  peril  which  might  happen  of 
such  offi-nders." 

With  regard  to  this  Act  Dr.  Stuhbs  says ; — 
"After  the  pawing  of  the  Statute  of  Winchester,  the  office  of 
conservator  i)f  the  peace,  whoso  work  was  to  carry  out  the  prorisioiw 
of  that  enactment,  was  liUud  by  election  in  the  Shiromoot.  The 
Act  of  the  1st  Kdwurd  III.,  c.  16,  which  orders  the  appointment, 
in  each  county,  of  good  men  and  loyal  to  guard  the  peace,  connects 
itself  more  natuniUy  with  the  Statute  of  Winchester,  and  Ibrougb . 
it  with  the  miHten  nmgnali  of  Henry  ITI.  and  Richard  I.,  thai 
with  the  chosen  rustodrt  of  Edward  I.  These  nominated  conser- 
vators, two  or  three  in  nnmber,  were  commissioned  by  the  18th 
Edward  HI.,  stat.  2,  c.  '2,  to  hear  and  determine  felonies,  and  by 
Hi  Edward  III.,  c.  I,  wore  regularly  empowered  to  do  so.  The 
office  thus  became  a  permanent  part  of  the  county  machinery  in 
the  hands  of  the  Justices  of  tho  Peuoo." 

In  order  to  meet  tho  continued  petitions  for  tho  onforcemrnt  of 
the  statutes  against  labourers  on  the  port  of  tho  employers,  a 
further  statute  waa  passed  in  this  year  (34  Edw.  TIT.,  cc.  10,  11), 
imposing  harsher  penalties  on  the  labourers  who  fled  from  their 
employers. 

"  Of  Labourers  and  Artificers  that  absent  them  out  of  their 
serrices  in  another  Town,  or  another  County,  the  Party  shall  have 
the  Suit  before  the  Justices,  and  that  the  Sheriff  take  him  at  the 
first  Day,  as  is  contained  in  the  Statute,  if  he  be  found,  and  do  of 
bim  Execution  as  afore  is  said;  and  if  he  return,  that  he  is  not 
found,  he  shall  have  an  Esigend  at  the  first  Bay,  and  the  same 
pursue  till  he  be  outlawed,  and  after  tho  Outlawry  a  writ  of  the 
same  Justices  shall  be  sent  to  every  Sheriff  of  England,  that  the 
Party  will  sue,  to  lake  him,  and  to  send  him  1o  the  •Sheriff  of  the 
County  where  he  is  outlawed  ;  and  when  beshall  be  there  brought, 
he  shall  have  there  Imprisonmeat,  till  he  will  justify  himself,  and 
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likTo  mado  f^e  to  the  Party  ;  and  novertbclcsB  for  the  Falsity  bo 
■hall  be  burnt  in  the  Forehead,  wit.h  un  Iron  mado  and  forrocd  to 
tiiit  Letter  F,  in  token  of  FulHity,*  if  tho  Party  grieved  the  same 
will  suo;  bntthia  Pain  of  Burning  .ihiill  ho  pot  in  ruspjto  till  Saint 
Michael  next  ensuing,  and  then  not  oxwubed,  unleaa  it  be  by  the 
Adrieoof  the  Jasticea;  and  the  Iron  Ah^Il  ubide  in  the  Custody  of 
th«  Sheriff.  And  that  the  Sheriff  and  evfiry  Bailiff  of  Franchise 
bo  attending  to  the  PI«intiff,  to  put  this*  tVitnance  in  Kxooution, 
apoo  tho  Pain  Rfurcgaid;  And  that  no  Labourer  nor  Artiticer  shall 
tftke  no  manner  of  Wages  the  festival  Days." 

"If  ony  Labourer,  Servant,  or  Arlifiw^r,  absent  himself  in  any 
City  or  Borough,  and  the  Party  Pliiinlitf  come  to  the  Slayor  and 
Ruiliff»,  and  require  Dolirory  of  bis  Servant,  they  shall  make  him 
Delivery  without  Delay ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  do  the  same,  the 
Party  shall  have  his  Suit  against  the  Mayor  and  Builiilis  before  tho 
Justices  of  Labourers ;  aud  if  they  be  thereof  attainted,  they  shall 
pdj  to  the  Jving  Tea  Puuuds,  and  to  the  Party  One  himdred 
Shillings." 

In  the  year  1359  the  authorities  of  the  City  of  London  issued  the 
following  procUmittiou  aguiust  the  country  labourers  who  docked 
into  the  city. 

"Forasmuch  as  many  men  and  women,  and  others,  of  divers 
Connties,  who  might  work,  to  the  help  of  the  common  people,  have 
betaken  thomselvos  from  out  of  their  own  country  to  the  City  of 
London,  and  do  go  about  begging  there,  so  as  to  have  thetr  own 
ease  and  repose,  not  wishing  to  labourer  work  for  their susteuanoet 
to  the  great  damage  of  such  the  common  people ;  and  also,  do  waste 
diTers  alms,  which  would  otherwise  be  given  to  many  poor  folks, 
nefa  as  lepen,  blind,  halt,  and  penwns  oppressed  with  old  age  and 
divers  other  rotUadies,  to  the  destruction  of  tho  support  of  the 
•amo:  Wc  do  therefore  command  on  behalf  of  our  Lord  the  King, 
whom  may  Qtid  preserve  and  bless,  that  all  thoMi  who  go  about 
btrgging  in  the  said  city,  and  who  are  able  to  labour  and  work,  for 
the  profit  of  the  common  people,  shall  quit  the  said  city  between 
now  and  Monday  next  ensuing,  and  if  any  such  shall  bo  found 
^ItS^ii?  ^^r  the  day  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  t^kon  and  put 
in  tho  stocks  on  Cornhullu,t  for  half  a  day  the  6rst  time ;  uud  tho 

*  Ea  ngav 

*  ThcM  i!t< '  illy  sttKMl  on  the  eJt«  of  the  pn»eat  MaQsion  Hmiw. 
Tkcy  wnv  tuittixtl  111  lis:!  ii>  iiMkc  wxy  fur  a  finli  Mul  Ueah  market,  whicli 
tosk  Iba  ojuim  of  SUicL«  llurkoL 
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■oooud  time  lie  shall  bo  (akco,  he  tiliall  remaiti  iu  the  stocks  one 
whole  day  ;  >ti(1  tho  third  tioio,  he-  fhall  be  taken,  and  shall  remain 
in  prison  for  40  days,  and  thtn  forswaar  the  said  city  for  ever.  And 
every  ooDsUible,  and  tho  hcdel  of  every  Tt-ard  of  (he  aaid  city,  fthall 
b()  enipowereil  to  arrest  Bucb  miinner  of  folks,  and  to  put  them  in 
tho  stocks  in  iriaiinei*  tiforeKuid."* 

Tfaia  was  succeeded  in  the  year  1375  by  an  ordinance  against 
common  beggarH. 

"  That  no  one  who  hy  handicraft,  or  by  the  labour  of  his  body, 
eon  gain  his  living,  shall  counterfeit  the  begging  poor,  or  shall  set 
anv  one  to  beg  for  bin  living  in  tho  said  city;  on  piiin  of  imprison- 
mont,  and  of  being  puniNhed  according  to  the  ordirsnce  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldennen  thereon  ;  and  that  no  lazar  shall  go  about  in 
tho  said  city,  on  the  same  pain  :  and  that  every  constable  and 
bcdcl  shall  have  power  to  take  such  persons,  and  bring  them  to 
CornhuUe,  and  put  them  in  tho  stocks,  there  to  remain  according 
to  the  ordinnnce  made  thereupon."t 

In  the  year  ISii'-i  the  King  introduced  into  this  country  the 
proctico  of  feeding,  clothing,  and  distributing  money  to  indigent 
penoos  on  Slaundy  Thursday ;  and  this  practice  has  ainoo  been 
followed  by  succeewive  sovereigns,  many  of  whom  also,  in  order 
to  show  their  humility,  washed  the  feet  of  tbo«e  selootod  as  the 
proper  objects  of  their  beneficence. 

In  the  last  year  of  this  reign  (1376)  we  find  the  Commons 
petitioning  the  King  "  that  Itibalds^  and  Sturdy  Beggars  may  be 
banished  out  of  every  town,"  to  which  the  King  made  answer: 

"  Touching  Itibalds,  the  Statute  of  Winchester  S  and  the  Declara- 
tion olthosame,  with  otherStatutes,  of  Kobe  rdsmeashoUbocxccuted: 
and  for  such  as  make  themselves  Gentlemen  and  Men  of  Arms,  or 
archers,  if  they  cannot  so  prove  themselves,  let  them  bo  driven  to 
their  occupation  or  service,  orto  the  Place,  from  whence  they  came." 

The  Commons  further  "  made  great  complainls  in  this  yuar,  that 
maBters  were  obliged  to  give  their  servants  and  labourers  great 
wogea,  to  prevent  their  running  away  ;  and  that  the  encouragement 
which  they  received  in  these  evil  practices  often  induced  them, 

•  PFoclamation  made  against  Vngjants  within  the  Oily.  33  Edw.  III. 
(A.D.  la-W). 

t  Ordinnnce  t»  to  Poulterers  ;  the  Thnmea.  nnd  \hc  Fame*  ;  arii]  Common 
Bcfa^ut.    40  Edw.  III.  (a.d.  1373}. 

I  On*  of  the  tftbhie,  a  scoimdrel,  a  mscal,  niffian. 

^  13  K<Iw.  1..C.  4. 
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upon  the  ttlighteat  cituso  of  disgiurt,  to  quit  tlicir  masters :  thtit 
they  wandered  thus  from  country  to  country ;  and  that  inimy  of 
the  ninawuys  turiind  bof^gars,  and  \cd  idio  lives  in  cities  and 
boroughs;  although  thry  had  xufficiont  bodily  strength  to  gain  a 
Evdihood,  if  they  pleased  to  work.  Alany  became  utaf-ntrikert, 
{cudgel-players,  or  quarter-ataffmen),  and  wandered  in  parties  of 
two,  tiiree,  and  four  from  village  to  village  ;  hut  that  the  great-er 
number  turned  out  /itui'di/  rogufA,  and  infested  the  kingdom 
with  frequent  robberies.  To  remedy  those  evils,  the  Commons 
proposed  that  no  relief  thould  be  given  to  those  who  were  able  to 
work,  within  Iwroughs  or  in  the  conntry ;  that  vagrant  beggars 
and  stof-striken  should  be  inipriiwaed  till  they  couai-utud  to 
retom  home  to  work ;  and  that  whosoever  harboured  uuy  ruimway 
ferrant  in  his  service  should  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £1U. 
It  does  not  appear  &ocq  the  rolls  that  the  King  assented  to  this 
BUI,  but  it  shows  us  the  early  opinions  of  Parliauient  ou  the 
■object  of  mendicity."* 

Some  idea  uf  the  height  to  which  the  audacity  of  robbci-B 
attained  in  the  later  yours  of  this  reign  may  bu  formed  from  the 
fsct  that  in  the  year  KiOU  "  thu  King  of  Cyprus  whilst  truvelling 
through  Kngland  was  greutly  robbyd.  For  thia  reason  King 
Edward  conceded  to  the  London  citizens  more  exteusivo  powers 
of  trial  of  evildoers  and  of  acquitlal  of  prisoners  within  the  city, 
the  King's  justiciaries  not  being,  as  they  used  to  he,  culled  in 
regmrd  to  these  aatters."t  There  were  many  causes  for  these 
excesses  of  vagabondism.  The  frcebooting  lives  which  the  soldiory 
led  while  fighting  in  France  during  the  numerous  wars  must  have 
tended  materially  to  unfit  them  for  resuming  peaceful  pursuits 
when  they  returned  home.  Laboor,  too,  being  scarce,  owing  to 
the  devastation  caused  by  plagues,  and  the  drain  upon  the  popu- 
Utioa  caused  by  the  foreign  wars,  many  labourers  naturally  took 
tdvuntage  of  the  condition  of  things  to  roam  where  they  pleased 
Bud  work  when  they  pleased.  The  King  himself,  too,  set  a  bad 
eKainiJe.  He  had  impoverished  hia  exchequer  by  his  wars  and 
other  exjKHses,  and  as  a  result  paid  no  one,  and  lived  at  the  ex- 
jKCLM!  of  his  subjects  during  his  progresses  through  the  kingdom. 
Anihbisbop  IsUp  writes  to  him,  "  When  men  hear  of  your  ooming, 
everybody  at  once  for  ehecr  fear  sets  about  hiding,  or  eating,  or 
getting  rid  of  their  geese  and  chickens  or  other  possessions,  that 

*  Eileo.  1   Walsinghun. 
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ihey  may  not  utterly  lose  them  tbrotigb  your  arriral."  Tlio 
Kiag  left  tlie  aHmiointralion  of  the  kingdom  veiy  mutrli  in  the 
bands  of  an  unpnpuW  mini'itry,  and  after  the  death  of  Queen 
Philippe  in  19C9  was  completely  dominated  by  bis  mistress,  the 
natural  nsBult  being  popular  discontent  and  disorder. 

Robert  Langland,  who  wrote  the  "  Vision  of  Peers  Ploughman  " 
in  or  about  the  year  li)62.  givos  sorao  graphic  pictures  of  the 
peasant  and  the  bepgar  at  Ibii'  period. 

*'  Confusion  to  tho  poor  man  though  he  plead  for  ever.  The 
law  is  BO  lordly  and  dilatory,  that  without  bribes  few  can  gain 
thtiir  ends.  Faithful  burghers  and  bondmen  she  often  bringeth 
to  ruin,  and  reducefh  all  the  commons  to  cnro  and  covetousncea." 

The  condition  of  the  pcaaant  is  thus  deecribed. 

"  No  man  knows,  I  think,  who  is  worthy  to  receive:  but  if  we 
take  good  heed,  the  nioai  needy  is  our  neighbour,  as  prisonorB  in 
dnngeons,  and  poor  people  in  cabins,  burdened  with  children, 
and  chief  rent  to  bo  paid  to  their  lonls.  What  they  may 
save  by  spinning,  thoy  (s|»enen)  spend  in  houae-rent,  in  milk  and 
in  meal  to  make  their  cakes,  tx)  satisfy  their  children  who  crj-  for 
food.  Themselves  also  eulfor  greatly  from  hunger,  and  much  dis- 
tresm  in  winter  from  watching  at  night,  that  they  may  rise  to  the 
reel,  to  rock  the  cradle,  to  card,  and  to  comb  wool,  to  mend  and 
wash  clothes,  to  rub  and  reel  yarn,  to  peel  rushes  for  ligbta,  so 
that  it  i»  pity  to  read  or  dechire  in  rhyme  the  mi«ery  that,  these 
women  who  live  in  poor  cottages,  and  many  men  beeides,  endure, 
both  galled  in  their  fingers  with  frost,  and  forced  to  turn  the  best 
side  outward.  Such  are  ashamed  to  beg,  and  would  not  have  it 
known  at  their  neighbours'  houses,  what  their  wants  are  at  noon 
and  ©Tening.  But  I  certainly  know,  as  experience  in  the  world 
tettohes  me,  what  are  the  wants  of  others,  who  have  many  children 
and  no  cattle,  and  nothing  but  their  own  crail  to  feed  and  cloath 
them,  with  many  to  depend  upon  it,  and  small  wages  to  receive, 
fori  tfitrr  iH  bread  and  pi-nny  ale  taken  a;*  a  treat,  nnd  eold  meat 
and  cold  fish,  instead  uf  baked  venison.  For  such  a  family  on 
Fridays  and  fust-days,  u  farthing's  worth  of  mussels  and  as  many 
oocklea  were  a  feast.  True  alms  it  were  to  help  those  who  have 
Buch  charges,  and  to  comfort  suoh  cottagers,  together  with  tho 
blind  and  decrepit." 

The  peasant  is  recommended  to  giTO  to  the  needy  wnyferer  in 
preference  to  the  beggar. 
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"  And  Peers,  if  thou  be  of  ability,  whoever  cries  for  food  at 
thy  gate,  divide  wilh  him  thy  bread,  thy  pottiigc,  and  drink,  for 
the  lovo  of  God.  l.ond  him  some  of  thy  loaf,  though  thou  eat 
the  leM :  and  though  liar*,  and  drawlntches,  and  idle  loiterers 
IcDock,  l«t  thorn  ivait  till  the  table  ia  cleared,  but  carry  them  not 
■  crumb,  until  all  thy  poor  nelghbuure  have  made  their  (mone) 
complaint  to  thee." 

B^^ani  are  described  as  "  haring  no  other  church  thuu  the 
brewboufte  uulew  they  be  blind,  or  ruptured,  or  sick,  begging 
about  the  country  at  other  men's  buttery  hatches  or  loiteriog  oa 
Fridays  and  festivals  in  churches,  which  !»  the  toiler's  tray  of 
life,  filling  their  bogs  and  stomachs  by  lies,  sitting  ut  night  over 
a  hot  fire,  vhere  they  untie  their  legs,  which  have  been  bound  up 
io  the  daytime,  and  lying  at  ease,  roasting  themselves  over  the 
cools,  aad  turning  their  back  to  the  heat,  drinking  galluntly  and 
deep,  slier  which  they  then  draw  to  bod,  end  rise  when  they  aro 
in  the  humour.  Then  they  roam  abroad  iind  keep  a  sharp  look- 
out where  they  may  soonest  get  a  breakfast,  or  a  rasher  of  bacon, 
money,  or  victuals,  and  sometimes  both,  a  louf,  or  half  a  loaf,  or 
a  thick  piece  of  cheese,  which  they  curry  fo  their  own  cabin,  and 
rontriTo  to  live  io  idlenesA  and  case,  by  the  labours  of  other  men. 
They  observe  no  law,  nor  marry  any  woman  with  whom  they 
have  been  connected.  They  beget  bastards,  who  ore  beggars  by 
Ulare,  and  either  break  the  back,  or  some  other  bone  of  their 
little  ones,  and  go  begging  with  them  on  false  pretx^nces  ever 
aft«r.  There  are  more  mis-sLnpen  children  among  such  beggars 
than  among  any  other  men  that  walk  on  this  earth." 

The  begging  hermits  wore  it  nppeai-s  no  better. 

"  £ut  as  to  hermits  who  take  up  their  ubude  by  tlic  highway 
sides,  and  iii  boroughs,  among  brewers,  uud  beg  in  churchuH, 
whatvver  holy  hermits  hate  uud  deapise,  as  wealth,  respect  of 
men,  and  thd  alms  of  the  rich,  thewj  vugabuiidei  uud  druwlutches, 
ignorant  hermits  us  they  ure,  covet  on  Ihu  contrary.  For  they, 
each  loiterers  over  their  ale,  are  but  boys  in  reading  and  languages, 
neither  uro  ihey  holy  uf  life  as  the  old  hermits,  who  formerly 
dwelt  with  wild  beasts  In  the  woods." 

It  Bocms,  too,  that  they  espeotod  a  reward  for  their  prayers. 
Tho  piliint  feeliuga  of  Peers  appear,  however,  to  have  been 
evoked,  not  without  reason,  for  two  clasaos  of  beggars — lunatics 
mid  paupor  rcaideuta. 
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"  Yet  there  arc  other  beggiira,  who  seem  to  be  in  health,  bolh 
men  and  ^lonien,  yet  wunt  their  iinilerstanding.  Such  arej 
lunatic  vagrants,  and  ivundcrers  about,  yrho  are  more  or  less  mi 
ftccording  to  the  phases  of  the  moon.  These  care  for  no  cold,  nor 
recltoa  aught  of  bent,  and  move  aflcr  the  moon,  wandering  «-ith> 
out  money,  over  mimy  wide  countries,  without  understanding,  but 
with  no  evi]  intent.'* 

"  There  is  great  joy  in  May  omong  the  beasts  of  the  field,  anij 
so  long  as  i^ummer  l»»teth  their  comfort  enduretb  ;  and  ttiuK  therfrl 
is  greut  merriment  among  the  rich,  who  have  health  and  plenty, 
whereas  beggars,  at  Midsummer  (when  com  begins  to  grow 
scarce),  sup  without  bread  ;  yet  is  winter  far  worse  for  them,  for 
they  go  wet-shod,  iTost-bitteu,  and  with  blains  on  their  fingers, 
besides  being  foully  rebuked  of  the  rich,  so  that  it  is  pitiful  to 
bear.  O  Lord  I  send  u  summer  of  comfort  and  Joy  at  length  to 
them  who  have  spent  all  their  lives  hero  in  want  and  misery." 

I'eers  is  also  of  opinion  that  "if  Holy  Church  would  also  lend 
its  aid,  there  would  bo  no  beggars,"  that  is,  no  doubt,  in  inculcat- 
ing the  practice  of  carefully  diacrirainatcd  charity  in  liou  of 
jiidiNcriminnte  charity,  which  many  regarded  as  on  atonement 
for  sin. 

By  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Richard  IT.  the  antago- 
nism between  employers  and  employed  had  become  very  much 
embittered,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  1  Rich.  II.,  c.  6  (1377). 

It  recites  "  that  the  tiUeiHJt  had  assembled  riotously  in  consider-i 
able  bodies,  and  bad,  by  the  advice  of  certain  evil  counsellors  and 
abettors,  endeavoured  to  withdraw  their  services  from  their  /ord, 
not  only  those  which  they  owed  to  him  by  tenure  of  their  landa, 
btit  likewise  the  services  of  their  body.  That  they  chiefly 
attempted  to  evade  the«e  services  under  colour  of  certain  oxempli- 
ficationa  from  Ihmntluif  Book,  with  relation  to  thu  munum  or 
villages  in  which  they  lived,  and  that,  by  false  interpretation  of 
these  transcripts,  they  claimed  to  be  entirely  free."  The  statute 
therefore  enucts  "  that  conuuireloua  »haU  i^ue  under  the  great  seal, 
upon  application  of  any  hrd  (letyiiettr)  to  inquire  into  the  ofiencca 
of  theae  rufructury  villeins ;  and  that  they  shall  be  immediately 
committed  to  priwu  without  ball  or  mainprise,  if  thetr  lords  shall 
so  insist."  With  regiinl  to  the  exemplifications  from  Domesday^ 
it  is  likewise  declared  "that  the  offering  them  in  oridonco  shall 
not  be  of  any  advantage  to  him  who  shall  so  produce  thom." 
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Nothing  could  be  more  severe  than  this  law,  either  tn  its  pro- 
Tlsioas  or  in  its  sab^oqucnt  executioa. 

The  young  King  had  been  advised  bj  one  part  of  his  council  to 
inenase  the  power  of  the  lower  people  and  to  Usacn  that  of  tho 
haronB,  nnd  the  King  endeavoured  to  do  bo  by  proclamation,  but 
John  of  Guunt  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  haronit,  and  soon 
compelled  the  withdrawal  of  the  proclamation.  This  merely 
added  fuel  to  the  popular  flame.  Coupled  with  the  repressive 
meA9ure«  adopted  to  stop  the  growing  freedom  of  the  labourer 
and  to  force  hira  bnck  into  that  nerfdom  from  which  he  was 
Mcaping,  as  well  as  to  deprive  him  of  the  better  wages  which  were 
legitimately  his  right,  his  exasperation  reached  a  point  which 
rendered  him  ripe  to  join  in  a  popular  outbreak,  and  that  out- 
break naturally  came  on  the  first  opportunity.  In  tho  year  1380 
a  poll-tax  was  granted  to  be  levied  on  all  persons  of  adult  age 
except  beggars  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  suuseleas  war  in 
■  France,  and  the  labourers  were  thus  directly  called  upon  to  pay 
^  for  an  expenditure  which  they  bad  no  voice  in  limiting.  To  make 
the  matter  worne.  the  necusoities  of  the  King  forced  hirn  to  antici- 
pate the  proceeds  of  the  tax  and  to  place  the  collection  in  tho 
hands  of  furmors,  who  nuturaily  exacted  it  with  tho  greatest 
rigour.  As  is  well  known,  a  brutal  insult  offered  by  one  of  the 
collectors  to  the  doughtor  of  a  Tiler  at  Dartford  served  to  give  the 
signal   for  revolt.      The  insurrection  spread  with    inconceivable 

I  rapidity  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  its  popularity  has  been 
attested  by  the  contemporary  Latin  versos  of  Gower,  which  bare 
been  thus  rendered  by  Fuller : — 
"Ton  cuniis,  ihtrn-at,  wbi-n  ciiUM  by  Wut,  aud  SJuini  ui>  rurwiinl  wc  nad^. 
B^t  mllo  a>  <|iiii.k  to  (liM)  kihI  U>  Hykk,  lh»t  neither  muuM  tarrv  iH'hindc. 
Gibb,  a  phxl  wbi.'l)i  i>f  Ibul  litUrr,  ilulli  My  iniiil  Coll  uom  misaik-flo  dn, 
Aud  Will  be  doth  trow,  ibe  Uiii«  i»  c»ui«  iluw,  hel  joyn  with  tbvir  company 

Vmviti  conipbiutB,  whtlvxGriKIt  K"t*  ^»  gaincs,  siid  Hobb  wilJi  them  dotb 
pnrtalEt-. 
^m    Lotkiu  aload,  in  the  midst  of  tbe  croud,  concvivirtb  tu>  ili>«p  i«  bis  stake. 
^P    Huili]e  doib  sp-iil,  wtiom  Jndcle  tlotli  frile,  And  Tobh  lends  hJs  helpinji 
1^       baud, 

Bat  Jsrk,  l)ir  nud  yaXeb,  men  and  honiteA  dotli  itnatch,  and  bills  sll  st  liis 
conunand. 

The  rebels  demanded : — 

Ut.  The  total  abolition  of  slavery  for  themselves  and  their  chil- 

tdren  for  ever. 

2nd.  The  reduction  of  tho  rent  of  good  land  to  4d.  per  acre. 
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•3rd.  Tbe  full  liberty  of  buyiug  uud  selling  like  other  men,  in 
■11  markets  and  fairs. 

4tli.  A  general  pardon  for  all  pHsi  oSenwa. 

The  aecoud  of  the«3  demiLndH  Hhuws  thut  the  viLleiiis  iiepired  to 
becorne  leaseholders.  Overawed  by  the  imposing  amiy  of  Uie 
robelfl,  the  King  conwDted  lo  all  their  demands,  and  granted  them 
charters  of  eniiincipation.  But  immtM^iately  on  the  dispersion  of 
tho  pcasiitita  nfler  the  death  of  their  louder,  Wat  Tiler,  the  King 
and  the  nobles  attacked  them  at  the  head  of  armed  bands,  and 
spread  death  and  destruction  amongst  them,  both  by  the  aword 
and  by  tho  pitile8B.  execution  of  large  numbers  of  them.  Uut 
although  tho  villeins  had  failed  in  their  immediate  object,  they 
had  demonstrated  their  power  in  combinntion,  and  the  landlords, 
recognising  that  this  power  must  increase  as  time  rolled  on, 
gradually  let  their  lands  on  lease,  and  accepted  money  poy- 
roenta  ax  a  substitute  for  labour.  Moreover,  by  this  means  they 
obtained  on  ineome  which  enabled  thcra  to  provide  for  their  ex- 
penses in  attending  the  Court  and  for  other  purposes  of  luxurj'  or 
recreation.  The  labourer  may  therefore  now  he  considered  to  he 
pHMiing  from  the  condition  of  swelling  tho  outcast  rank  of 
vagrancy  to  the  t^ettlcd  ruiik  of  resident  independence. 

VagabondiBm  was  not,  however,  in  any  way  repressed,  as  in  the 
year  13S^  it  was  found  nccossar}'  to  pass  the  following  Act 
(7  Rich.  II.,  c.  5}  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of 
tho  I3th  Edward  I.  and  the  Oth  Edward  III.,  cap.  14,  and  also 
fur  supplementing  them  by  conferring  unlimited  power  on  tho 
judges  for  dealing  with  offenders. 

**  It  ia  orduini-d  and  aswrtcd,  That  the  Statutes  made  in  tho 
Time  of  King  Edward,  Grandfather  to  our  Sovereign  Tx)rd  tho 
King  that  now  is,  of  Koberds<mcn  and  Drawlatcbcs  Ire  firmly 
holden  and  kept ;  nioreovcr  it  is  ordained  and  asserted,  to  refrain 
the  malice  of  divers  Peoitlo,  Feilore,*  and  wandering  from 
Place  lo  Phice,  running  in  the  Conntry  more  abundantly 
than  they  were  wont  in  times  pant,  that  from  henceforth  the 
Justices  of  Assises  in  their  Sessions,  the  Justicesof  Peace,  and  the 
Sheriffs  in  every  County  shall  havR  powpr  to  enquire  of  all  ench 
Vagabonds  and  Feitors,  and  of  their  offences,  and  upon,  them 
lo  do  that  the  law  demiindoth  ;  and  that  as  well  the  Justices  and 
Sheriffs,  as  tbe  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  Constables,  and  other  Governors  of 
*  A  Komum  Frenrb  won),  Btgiii/vingslolIifHlpenpli*;  Irom  thvFreocli/atffonl. 


AM)  BTvGOATia  ANT)  BKOOrXfl. 


60 


TeiTiM  and  places  wbere  such  Feitor»  and  Tajrabondn  shall  come, 
>1uil]  from  henuefoTth  liave  power  to  examine  lliem  diligentlVtund 
to  compel  tliem  to  find  surety  of  their  good  bearing,  by  sufGcient 
nuinperaorv,  of  sach  as  be  distrainable,  if  any  default  be  found  in 
iiicb  Feitors  and  Vagabonds  ;  and  if  they  cannot  find  such  surety, 
iWy  Bbal)  be  sent  to  the  next  g;iol.  there  to  abide  till  the  coming 
of  the  Justices  assigned  for  the  Delirersnce  of  the  Oaols,  ttLo  io 
(Kch  caae  shall  have  power  to  do  upon  stich  Feitors  and  Va^^bonds 
Bu  imprisoned  that  which  to  them  best  sbiill  seem  by  the  Uw." 

This  law,  however,  speedily  proved  as  inefficacious  For  the  pur- 
pwcs  for  which  it  wiis  intended  qb  those  that  preecdcd  it. 

We  now  come  to  a  law  which  is  generally  roj^arded  as  the  com- 
mencemDnt  of  our  Euglitth  poor  law,  the  13  Rich.  II.  (1388). 
It  enacta,  "  That  all  the  StatutCB  of  Artificers,  Labourers,  Servants, 
and  Victuallers,  made  as  well  in  the  time  of  our  .Sovoreij»n  Lord 
the  King  that  now  is,  as  in  the  Time  of  bis  noble  Grandfather,* 
whom  God  assoil,  not  repealed,  shall  be  firmly  holdcn  and  kept." 
It  then  ordains,  "That  Servants  goinp  from  thoir  service  ore  to 
carry  Letters  testimonial  from  (he  duly  appointod  authority  of 
their  district.  If  found  wandering  without  .such  letf^ra  they  are 
ordered  to  be  put  in  th(>  stocks  and  kept  till  they  find  .rarety  to 
return  to  the  service  or  place  from  whence  they  cnme.  The 
penalty  for  for)|ring  such  letters  is  forty  days'  imprisonment,  and 
any  one  receiving  a  servant  without  them  is  liable  to  a  penalty  to 
ho  limited  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace." 

Complaint  is  thpn  made  that  '*  servants  and  lahourcrs  will  not 
serve  and  labour  without  outrageous  and  excessive  hire."  A  rate 
of  wages  of  servants  in  husbandryis  then  decreed,  and  givers  and 
takers  of  more  than  is  specified  are  each  to  pny  a  penalty  amount- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  excess  for  a  first  offence,  and  double  and 
treble  for  a  second  and  third  offence-  Those  who  "  laboured  at  the 
plough  and  cart,  or  other  lobour  of  husbandry,"  up  to  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  were  not  to  be  put  to  any  mystery  or  handicraft,  and 
any  covenant  or  bond  of  apprentice  to  the  contrary  was  declared 
to  be  null.  This  shows  that  the  agricultural  labourers  were  being 
drawn  to  the  towns,  not  only  by  the  attrftclions  of  superior  wages 
and  better  style  of  living,  but  al*o  by  the  freedom  they  acquired 
by  a  residence  there  of  a  year  and  a  day.  The  Act  then  goes  on 
to  reuile:  "Thai  of  every  person  that  goeth  bogging,  and  is  able 
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to  fcrye  or  labour,  it  shall  bo  done  of  him  as  of  him  that  departeth 
out  of  the  Hundred  iind  other  Places  nforcfcaid  Trilhout  Tietter  Tes- 
timonial, as  itfore  in  iiaid,  except  People  of  Ucligion  and  Xlermit^ 
having  Letters  testimoDiul  of  their  Ordinaries;.  And  that  the 
Deggars  impotent  to  serve  shall  abide  in  the  Cities  and  Towns 
where  they  be  dwelling  at  the  Time  of  the  I'roclamation  of  this 
Statute ;  and  if  the  I'eople  of  Cities  or  other  Tovrns  will  not  or 
may  not  suffice  to  fiad  them,  that  then  thesuid  bcggarB  shall  draw 
them  to  other  Towns  within  the  Hundreds,  Rape  or  Wapentake, 
or  lo  the  towns  where  they  were  bom,  within  Forty  Buys  after  the 
Procluiuation  made,  and  there  shtill  continually  abide  durinf^  their 
lives.  And  that  of  all  thcra  that  go  in  Pilgrimage  aA  Beggars, 
and  bo  able  to  travail,  it  shall  be  done  aa  of  the  said  Servonta  and 
Labourers,  if  they  have  no  Letters  tefitimonial  of  their  Pilgrimage 
under  the  said  seals.  And  that  the  Sehokra  of  the  Univemities 
that  go  so  begging,  have  Letters  testimonial  of  thctr  Chancellor 
upon  the  same  pain." 

"They  that  feign  themselves  men  travelled  out  of  the  realm,  and 
there  to  he  imprisoned,  Mholl  bring  Letters  testimonial  of  tho 
Coptains  where  they  were  abiding,  or  of  the  Mayors  or  Bailiffs 
where  they  arrived,  under  the  same  penalties." 

"Sberiis,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  keepers  of  gaols  ore  ordered  to 
put  these  enactments  in  execution  under  a  penalty  of  100s." 

Here  for  the  Brst  time  wo  have  a  distinction  mode  between  the 
beggars  able  to  labour  and  beggars  impotent  to  serve,  and  it  ts 
this  distinclion  which  has  caused  many  to  regard  this  Act  as  the 
beginning  of  our  poor  laws.  No  express  statutory  provision  is, 
however,  made  for  the  beggar^  impotent  to  serve  who  are  now 
forbidden  to  wonder  over  the  country,  but  it  is  evidently  hoped 
that  they  will  be  provided  for  either  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  or  by  the  Church. 

Poor  scholars  proceeding  to  the  universities  unprovided  with 
the  means  of  subsistence  on  the  way  must  have  been  common  at 
this  period,  as  in  the  NigfUi  Speculum  Staliorum,  an  Anglo-Latin 
satirical  poem  of  the  twelfth  century,  we  arc  told  that  J}urnf!bin,  who 
is  sup|)06cd  to  he  proceeding  to  study  in  the  celebrated  schools  iu 
Paris — 

"  HoBlvns  'with  <)iuck  buily,  iiunti.  Mid  Foot  to  bit  aaUve  load, 
Uul  li^raiMn  li<>  vita  poor  atid  his  wat*  low. 
He  nfteti  stnjw  his  jonrucY  to  1w(j. 
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Regarding  the  Utiivcrsity  of  Oxford,  Mr.  Amiey  soya : — 

"As  to  journeys  and  vacation  ospcnsoB,  tho  two  boin  »  closely  con- 
nected, we  ■would  observe  that  no  scholar  left  Oxford  at  all,  or  in 
rare  dues,  between  October  9th  and  July  7ih  at  the  lea«t ;  a  very 
largo  number  did  not  leave  the  univerBityatalleveuiluriu^  tho  long 
vacation.  Those  who  did  leave  probably  oftea  walked  home,  and 
eraa  begged  their  way  about  the  country,  being.  Bit  we  find  from 
other  sources,  quite  a  nuisance  sometimes  to  (he  fanner  and  otbora 
ai  whuse  doors  they  sought  alms." 

J/r.  JIu/limjer  thus  describes  the  condition  of  poor  schohirs  at 
Cambridge  in  early  timca : — 

"  No  Bohular  was  to  be  rudely  repulsed  on  the  score  of  poverty  ; 
if  unable  to  pay  for  both  lodging  and  tuition  he  often  rendered 
an  equivalent  in  the  shapo  of  very  humble  services;  he  waited  at 
table,  went  on  errands,  and,  if  we  may  trust  the  authority  of  tlie 
Paeudo-KoothiuB,  was  often  rewarded  by  his  master's  left-off 
garments.  The  aids  hold  out  by  the  university  wore  then  but 
few.  There  were  some  nine  or  ten  poorly  endowed  fuundations, 
one  or  two  univoraity  exhibitions,  aaid  finally  the  university 
chest,  from  which,  as  a  Last  resource,  the  bard-piuuhed  student 
might  borrow  if  he  had  aught  to  pledge.  The  hostel  where  he 
retdded  protected  him  from  positive  extortion,  but  he  was  »iill  under 
the  necessity  of  making  certain  payments  towards  the  expeiixes. 
The  wealthier  class  appeur  to  have  heejt  under  no  pecuniary 
obligations  whatever.  When  therefore  a  scholar's  funds  entirely 
iailed  him,  and  his  Sciiffiias  or  bi^i  Httounulw,  his  Venetiuu  cutlery, 
and  Ilia  winter  cloak  had  all  found  their  way  into  the  proctor's 
banda  as  security  for  moneys  advunced,  he  was  compelled  to  have 
raoonrso  to  other  means.  His  academic  life  wu»  lar  fnini  being 
considered  to  preclude  the  idea  of  miiuual  labour.  It  bus  been 
ooajectured.  by  a  high  authority,  that  tho  long  vacation  was  origi- 
DaUy  deaigued  to  sllow  of  members  uf  the  uuiversities  assisting  ia 
the  then  ull-iiuportuut  operutiuu  of  the  iuguthuriug  of  the  harvest. 
But  however  this  may  have  been,  there  was  a  far  more  popular 
method,  of  rtplenii^hing  an  empty  purse,  a  method  which  tho 
example  of  the  Mendlcitnta  hud  rendered  all  but  uuiversal,  and 
thta  was  no  other  than  begging  on  the  public  highways.  Among 
the  vices  of  that  rudo  agf  parsimony  was  rarely  one,  the  exercise 
of  charity  being  in  fact  regardi-d  as  a  religious  duty.  Uuiversul 
begging  implies  unirenal  giving.     And  so  it  not  unfrequently 
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happened  that  the  wt-ulthy  merchant,  journeying  iMtweon  Lon- 
don and  Norwich,  or  the  wcU-boncficcd  ccclcsiuatic  or  prior  of  a 
groat  house  on  his  vuy  to  aomo  mona^itery  in  the  fen  country, 
would  he  accoBted  by  some  solitary  youth  with  a  more  intelligent 
couutunance  and  more  educated  accent  than  ordinar}',  and  be 
plaintively  solicited  either  in  Eaglisk  or  in  Latin,  us  might 
best  8uit  the  case,  for  the  lore  of  our  Lady  to  assist  a  distressed 
votary  of  learning.  Id.  the  course  of  time  this  easy  method  of 
replenishing  an  empty  purse  was  found  to  have  become  far  too 
popular  among  university  students,  and  it  was  considered  neces- 
sary  to  enact  (but  no  scholar  should  beg  in  the  highways  until 
the  Chancellor  bad  sati&ticd  himself  of  the  merits  of  each  indi- 
vidual CU90  and  granted  a  certificate  for  the  purpose." 

Scotob  wbolars  were,  according  to  Dr.  Lindmy,  oIbo  to  be  foand 
'^amongst  the  mcndicaat  class. 

"The  Universiiy  of  Oxford  itself  was  accustomed  to  issue 
ofiicial  letters  to  jwor  studouta,  allowing  tbcm  to  beg  from  the 
townspeople — lUeras  testimoniates  sub  eigillo  officii  ad  petendam 
eisemosi/Ham.  It  wus  ulrooiit  the  only  bursary  tboy  had  to  giro 
them,  and  answered  the  purpose  very  well.  Itcgging  was  a 
recognised  way  by  which  '  clerks  '  got  their  living  in  tho»e  daya. 
They  repaid  their  benefactors  in  prayers.     Chaucer's  poor   clerk 

'  Bnsily  'j;nn  for  tlie  souls  pray 
Of  Ihtia  Uiul  guvi-  bUu  wLcniwilli  lu  Kaliiy.' " 

Besides  the  young  noble  and  the  young  Churchman,  there  must 
have  been  many  a  poor  scholar  who  hurried  over  the  border  to  swell 
the  ragged  hungry  crowd,  which  was  one  of  the  most  peculiar 
Bcoompuuimohts  of  mediaeval  uuiventfy  Kfe.  How  the  "  poor 
clerks  "  could  travel  as  they  did  from  university  to  university,  and 
bow  they  could  live  while  studying,  nu  uuecun  well  tell.  i*erhap« 
the  Oxfoi-d  Chancellor's  book,  with  it«  records  of  poaching  and 
plundering,  highway  robbery,  and  masterful  begging,  may  help 
to  explain  the  mystery  of  liieir  lives.  Among  the  crowd  there 
must  have  beea  many  a  Seotehtnan.  They  might  cross  the 
border  us  servants  to  eome  of  those  companies  of  iScottish  mer- 
chants who  woTO  always  getting  license  to  trade  in  England. 
Thej-  might  beg  or  thieve  their  way  alone.  They  might  go  iu 
bands,  liring  very  much  as  gipsies  do  now.  At  uU  event«,  they 
were  to  bo  found  in  Oxford  in  the  fourteenth  century  ready  to 
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eUim  their  shore  of  the  poor's  penec  on  St.  Scholastica's  Day, 
and  of  any  other  money  which  the  choritahlo  hod  left  for  the 
poor  clorka." 

The  unelowneM  of  trying  to  fix  tiie  rate  of  wages  hy  Act  of 
ParLiameDt  was  recogniBed  in  the  next  year  (I-i8i>.y0)»by  the 
1'4  lUcb.  H.,  c.  8,  wbivh  enacted  thut  justices  shall,  at  c:*rtuia 
timcti.  make  procLunatioii  according  to  the  dearth  qf  cictuak  how 
much  labourers  and  himdicmftimien  are  to  take  by  the  day. 

In  I'MXi  a  more  ^ppcitic  provieion  was  made  for  the  impotent 
poor,  u  by  the  15  Kich,  II.,  c.  6,  it  was  ordaiuod  tbat  in  every 
b'oence  of  the  appropriation  of  any  parish  church,  "the  diocesan 
dull  orduin  a  convenient  sum  of  money  to  be  distributed  yearly 
of  the  fruits  and  profits  of  the  same  to  the  poor  parishioners  in 
■id  of  their  living  and  suatenanco  for  ever." 

Pntimart  suys  of  this  reign,  "  The  state  generally  of  all  men  in 
England  begun  to  murmur  and  to  rise  one  against  another,  and 
miniAtering  of  jufitico  was  clear  stopped  up  in  all  courts  of 
England,  whereoE  the  vuliuiit  men  and  prulutes,  who  loved  rest 
and  peace,  and  wore  glad  to  pay  their  duties,  wore  greatly 
abaahed ;  for  there  rose  in  the  realm  companies  in  divers  routs, 
keeping  the  fields  end  highwuys,  so  that  merchants  durst  not 
ride  abroad  to  exercise  their  merchandiw  for  doubt  of  robbing ; 
and  no  man  knew  to  whom  \/o  complain  to  do  them  rights  reason, 
and  justice,  which  things  were  right  prejudicial  and  dii«pleasant 
to  the  good  people  of  England,  for  it  was  contrary  to  their 
acca.<itomable  ussge." 

Richard  at  length  wore  out  the  patience  of  his  subjects  by  his 
forced  louns,  oppressive  exactions,  and  other  forms  of  mi.'tgovern* 
ment,  and  be  was  accordingly  deposed  iu  favour  of  hit)  cousin 
Henry,  iJuke  of  Lancaster,  who  e^me  to  the  ihi'oue  us  Jleniy  IV. 
in  September,  I'SOS. 

first  acta  of  this  reign  were  directed  against  the  turbulence 
Webb.  In  March,  1401,  anurdiuance  was  published  which 
forbid  any  ooUeolioa  or  "  Comortha  "  to  be  made  iu  Norlh  Wales 
without  the  pnrmiKsion  of  the  authorities.  It  also  set  forth 
"that  the  Mini>trel»,  Uardft,  Kh^'mers,  and  Westours,  and 
other  Welsh  vagabonds  in  North  Walee,  should  not  henceforth 
be  allowed  to  overburden  the  country  as  hiihorto,  but  that 
lh«v  should  be  strictly  forbidden  under  penulty  of  a  year's 
imprisonment. "    Tbis  was  further  empha^ed  in  the  following 
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year  by  the  pussmg  of  the  4   Ileji.  IV.,  c.  27  (I403J,  which 
enacted  thut — 

"  To  oschonr  many  Diseases  and  mischiefs,  which  hare  happened 
before  this  time  intbeI*andof  \Vali>g,by  many  Waaters,'  Ithymen. 
]Iui«tr^«  and  other  Vuj^ubonds :  It  is  orduiued  und  etuhlished, 
that  no  Weatour,*  Rhymer,  Minstrel,  nor  Vagabond,  be  in  any  wise 
sustained  in  the  land  of  VValei,  to  make  Commorthies  or  gathering 
upon  the  common  people  there." 

Other  Acts  were  also  passed  to  repress  the  forays  of  the  Welsh, 
and  by  the  7  Henry  IV.,  c.  17,  the  20  Edward  III.  and  Uie 
1'^  Richard  U.  arc  confirmed,  und  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
labourers  the  apprenticing  of  their  ehildrea  i»  forbidden  under 
penalties  unless  the  purcnts  havo  land  or  rent  of  the  value  of  twenty 
ahitUngs  a  year.  It  further  directs  that  "  once  in  the  year  all  the 
labourers  and  artificers  dwelling  in  the  same  leet,  shall  bo  sworn 
to  fiorvo  and  take  for  their  Bcrvioe  after  the  form  of  the  &ud 
atatutcit;  and  if  thoy  refuse  thut  to  do,  they  shall  bo  put  in  the 
atocks  in  the  town  where  they  bo  taken,  for  thrco  days,  without 
bail  or  miiiupri^^,  till  they  will  mako  groe,  and  tVom  thcnco  they 
absll  be  Hcni  to  gaol." 

tTp  to  this  time  tho  WeUh  appear  to  have  been  the  only  Irouble- 
aome   vagabonds   not   of  ImgH^h    birth    against   whom    it   wa^i 
found  necessary  to  logii^tate,  but  in  the    commencement  of  thtt. 
reign  of  Henry  V.  those  of  Irish  birth  seem  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently numerous  in  England  to  require  spociil  repres^iion,  asthay 
1  Henry  V.,  c.  8  (1413),  is  directed  against  Iriahmon  and  Irish. 
clerks  mendicant,  and  orders  them  to  depart  the  realm. 

"  For  the  Quietness  and  Peace  within  the  Realm  of  England, 
and  for  the  increase  and  enstoring  of  tho  Land  of  Ireland,  It  ia 
ordained  and  Btahlieliod  in  this  pn»eut  Puxliameut,  That  all  Irish- 
men and  hv^^iugiriish  Clerks,  called  Chumbvrdeacuust,  be  voided 
out  of  the  K^m,  betwixt  the  Feast  of  tit.  Michael  next  coming, 
and  the  Feasts  of  All  Saints  next  following,  upon  Pain  to  lose  their 
Goods,  und  to  he  imprisoned  at  the  Ring's  Pluasure ;  except  such 
as  be  Graduates  in  the  Schools,  and  Serjeants  and  Apprentices  of  the 
Law,  and  such  which  be  Inheritors  in  England,  and  religious 
Peraons  professed ;  and  except  aUo  the  Merchants  bom  in  Ireland 

•  In  the  Soruum  French  thoy  are  otylcd  Wtslmim,  which  the  Engl Uh  version 
r^niinr*  "  Woelcw."'  Ktlham  gives  the  meanin;;  nf  "  U'utWtini "  lu  "  WaasAilers." 
Tlie  Ime  tlvrivntign  is  Oicvuf irr,  we  p.  3ft, 

+  Tout!  Irrois  k  Clcrw  liTi>is  mctnlinnnntz  nppclk"!  ChnHmhcrdMkyns, 
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of  good  name,  aud  their  Apprentices  now  dwelling  in  England, 
and  them  with  whom  the  King  will  diyrpcnse.  And  that  all  the 
Inshmen  which  have  Rcncficis)  or  (iflioert  in  the  Lund  of  Ireland, 
•hall  dwell  upon  their  offices  or  Becctices  for  the  defence  of  the 
Land  of  Ireland  aforesaid." 

The  diRturbed  etato  of  Ireland  and  Wales,  the  superior  wealth 
of  EngUnd  and  the  comforts  to  be  obtained  in  it,  were  without 
doubt  the  caoses  which  brought  Irishmen  and  Welshmea  into  the 
country. 

By  the  2  Henry  V.,  c.  4  (1414),  the  Statute  of  12  Richard  II. 

't&d  all  other  good  Statutes  of  labourers  made  and  not  repealed 
wers  ordered  to  be  firmly  hoUen  and  kept  and  put  tu  due  exeou- 
tton,  and  large  and  irresponsible  powers  were  conferred  on  the 

Jtuticee  for  purpo'^e^  of  exanunalion  and  punishment.    It  appears 

^ioo  by  this  Ad  that  certain  hospitals  which  had  been  founded 
lur  the  reception  of  impotent  men  and  women,  lazsrs,  men  out 
of  their  wits,  aud  poor  women  with  child,  aud  to  nourioh,  refresh, 
and  relieve  other  poor  people  in  the  same,  were  for  the  most  part 
decayed  ofring  to  the  mulvcrsation  of  their  euduwmeats.  Inquiry 
WW  (bercforu  ordered  into  those  misuses. 

In  ihv  Libfr  Alhus  or  Whilf  Book  of  the  CUy  of  London  about 
Ifaifl  period  we  find  "  Judgment  of  Pillory  upon  one  who  feigned 
huuelf  a  beggar  (i.e.  a  proctor  or  collector  of  alma  by  proxy)  for 
tlie  HospiUl  of  Bethlehem." 

Henry  VI.  was  only  nine  months  old  when  he  succeeded  his 

'ikther  in  1432,  and  the  kingdom  during  his  minority  was  governed 
by  a  Council.  One  of  the  iirst  enactments  of  this  reign  (1  Hen.  VI., 
c  3)  was  an  Act  against  Irishmen  in  oonsequenco  of  complaints 
of  the  Commons.     It  runs  thus — 

*'  Forasmuch  os  divers  Manslaughters,  Murders,  Rapes,  Rob- 
beriM,  and  other  Felonies,  Riots,  Conronticlos,  and  divers  other 
ofeflcct  DOW  late  have  been  doncin  divers  Counties  of  England,  by 
Tttifie  born  in  Ireland,  repairing  to  the  town  of  Oxcnford,  and  there 
dwelling  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  University  of  Oxcnford,  to 
the  great  fear  of  all  manner  of  People  dwelling  thereabout,  as  by 
all  the  Commonn  of  the  same  Realm  aH&cmblod  in  Parliament  it 
wu  grioTousIy  complained ;  the  £lng  by  the  Atwent  aforesaid,  and 
at  the  Request  of  the  same  Commons  hath  ordained  That  all  people 
bom  in  Ireland  shall  depart  out  of  the  Realm  within  a  month 
«A«r  PruolaiDBtioQ  made  of  tliis  ordinance,  upon  pain  to  lo»e  their 
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goods,   and   ia    Iw    imprisoned    at    tlie   King's   will,   excepting] 
Graduates,  BeneEiocd  Clergy,  &c.,  who  sball  find  surety." 

The  6  Henry  VT.,  cap.  H  (1427),  recites  the  Btetutea  12  and  13 
Itichard  II.,  and  then  declarpit  that  these  statutes  are  not  oh(*erved 
— "  tbht  ift  tn  flay,  the  first  fltatute,  becaase  that  the  punishment  in 
the  seme  is  too  hard  upon  the  miLsten  of  snch  servants,  fontstnuch 
M  tHey  shall  ho  destitnte  of  serTants  if  they  should  not  pass  {r'.«. 
disregard)  the  ordinance  of  the  statute ;  and  the  second  statute, 
because  that  no  pain  is  limited  against  him  that  doeth  contrary 
thereto.  It  ia  ihcrefore  ordained  that  justices  of  the  peace  andj 
the  roayiirs  and  bailiffs  of  cities  and  towns  sbaU,  once  in  the  year' 
in  full  session,  make  proclamation  bow  much  every  servant  of 
husbandry  sball  take  for  his  service  by  the  year  then  uext  following; 
uud  further,  that  they  shnll  make  like  proclamation  at  Ka^t^n-  and 
Mii-'huolmas  how  much  every  artificer  and  wurkinun  sbuU  tuke  by 
the  day,  and  by  the  week.  Every  servant,  artificer,  or  workmi 
acting  contrary  to  the  proclamation  is  to  forfeit  every  time  ihi 
value  of  his  wages,  and  in  default  to  go  to  prison  for  forty  da] 
and  is  also  liable  to  yield  to  the  party  grieved  his  doubl 
damages."  So  that  the  employer  might  first  make  a  contract,  and'^ 
having  obtained  its  fulfilment  might  sue  for  dam&ges  under  it. 

In  the  year  144'!  a  new  scale  of  wages  was  established  by  the 
S3  Henry  VI.,  c.  12,  and  servants  in  husbnndry  arc  required  to 
give  their  ma-steni  warning,  and  lu  engage  with  some  other  master 
before  quilting  their  present  service,  otherwise  they  are  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  their  fin^t  ma^^ier  for  the  next  year.  The  wages 
prescribed,  for  ugrioultural  labourers  in  this  Act  are  more  than 
double  those  allowed  by  the  Act  of  1388. 

In  the  year  1442  bitter  complaints  were  made  by  the  Commonn 
of  the  counties  of  Hereford,  Gloucester,  and  Salop,  of  "  the  great 
oppresaifma  and  extortions  which  tho  people  of  Wales  and  the 
Uarches  committed  daily  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  snid  counties, 
by  taking  and  carrying  away  their  horM«,  cattle,  and  other  goods 
and  chattels  into  the  Marches,"  and  there  retaining  them  till  the 
persons  to  whom  they  belonged  ransomed  them  or  compounded  for 
them,  and  as  a  consequence  in  the  year  1446-7  all  statutes  agaiuKt 
Welshmen  were  confirmed  bv  the  25  Hennr  VI. 

•  * 

In  the  year  2450  occurred  a  rebellion  similar  in  many  mpocts 
to  that  of  the  year  13S1.  An  Irishman  named  John  Cade,  taking 
kdrantage  of  the  discontent  of  the  lower  orders,  and  aasumiiig  the 
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DftiD«  of  Mortimer  in  order  to  give  himsGlf  importance,  proclaimed 
that  he  would  procure  a  remis'fion  of  taxation  and  greater  libertiea 
for  the  people.  He  aaaemblod  a  large  army  of  tho  poople  in  Kent, 
and  for  nearly  six  weekti  was  able  to  overuwd  the  forces  of  the 
Crown.  Insurrections  also  touk  place  iu  ot!ier  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  thus  again  demonstruted  the  puwer  oi'  the  lowor  urdera, 
and  the  neceosity  for  coociUatiDg  them  hy  timely  concessious. 

In  I4(il  the  turhuleot  reigu  of  Henry  VI.  came  to  au  end.  Of 
that  of  his  Bucceewr,  Edward  lY.,  there  U  little  to  be  said  beyond 
that  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  favoured  vagabondiAia  and 
robbery.  After  the  ptjace  of  Picquigny  in  I47o,  the  English 
soldiers  on  their  return  from  France  plundered  their  own  country- 
Bea  to  compensate  themselves  for  the  loss  of  booty  which  they 
were  led  to  eitpeot  they  would  obtain  in  France. 

The  short  reign  of  Kiohard  111.  was  also  a  disturbed  one,  and 
did  not  produoo  any  legislation  Waring  on  vagraDcy. 

In  the  next  reign  the  tirst  Act  against  vagabondism  is  the 
11  Henry  Vil.,  c.  2  (14i^5),  which  commences  by  reciting,  "  For 
umoche  aa  tho  Kyngis  grace  moost  entierly  desircth  amongos  all 
erthiy  thingis  the  prosperite  and  restfulnes  of  this  his  land  and 
his  sabgettia  of  the  same  to  levo  quietly  and  Eurcfully  to  the 
pleanre  of  God  and  according  to  his  lawes,  willing  and  alweias  of 
his  pitie  intending  to  reduce  iheym  therunto  by  softer  meanes 
then  by  such  extreme  rigour  thcrfor  purvoicd  in  a  Statute  made 
in  the  tyme  of  King  Richard  tho  second,  considering  also  the 
great  charges  that  shuld  growe  to  his  subgettis  for  bringing  of 
ragabondes  to  the  Oooles  according  to  the  same  Statute  atid  the 
long  abiding  of  theym  therin,  wherhy  by  Ukclehede  many  of 
theyu  shuld  lo»e>  their  lives."  It  then  proceeds  to  enact  that  the 
anthorities  shall  make  due  search  and  take  all  idle  vagabonds  and 
mu|>ected  persons  living  suspiciously  and  set  them  in  the  stocks 
for  three  days  iind  three  nights  withoutother  sustenance  than  bread 
and  water,  and  then  to  be  commanded  to  avoid  the  town,  and  if 
they  are  taken  again  in  the  same  town  they  are  to  be  »et  in  the 
•tDcks  for  six  days,  with  the  same  diet,  any  person  giving  them 
B«at  or  drink  while  in  the  stocks  or  favouring  them  in  their  mis- 
doing is  to  forfeit  twclvopcnco  for  each  offence. 

^1  b^ggsra  not  ablo  to  work  are  to  go  to  their  several  places  of 
abode  or  birth,  or  to  bo  puniahcd  as  aforesaid.  Clerks  of  the 
BiUTenatics,  soldiers,  shipmen,  or  travelling  men,  are  not  to  be 
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exempt  from  punishment  unlesa  they  cany  proper  certificat 
OfiicerK  not  executing  the  Act  are  liuble  to  a  fine  of  twenty  pcuce 
for  each  omission.  Diminution  of  punishment  in  to  be  made  in 
the  case  of  women  ^eat  with  child,  and  men  and  women 
extreme  eickne&s. 

This  statute  appears  to  rc6cot  the  character  of  the  King,  wl 
•Iway*  professed  1o  love  and  sook  peace.  It  differs  from  ti 
7  Richard  IT.  in  Bubstituting  tho  penalty  of  the  stocks  for  com-" 
mittal  to  gnol,  and  also  in  imposing  a  penalty  of  twenty  pencf?  on 
any  officer  who  noglecta  to  carry  out  its  proriaions,  and  a  penalt 
of  twclvcpcncti  on  the  misguided  almsgiTcra  who  aided  and  abettc 
tho  captured  vagrant. 

The  lawloasncM  and  turbulence  which  prevailed  during  tl 
wars  of  tho  Roses  must  have  swelled  the  ranks  of  vagrancy  to 
very  great  extent,  and  the  gaols  would  therefore  have  been,  inodc 
qoatc  for  the  reception  of  captured  vagrants.  Moreover,  their 
conveyance  to  gaol  must  have  heen  troubleAoine  and  expensive ; 
the  rough-and-ready  punishment  of  the  stocks  was  consequently 
more  convenient  and  morcUkel}*  to  be  put  in  practice. 

An  Act  for  regulating  tho  rate  of  Bervanta"  wages  (II  Hen.  VII.,' 
c.  22)  was  also  passed  in  this  year,  but  wa^  repealed  in  tho  fol- 
lowing year,  possibly  on  account  of  wheat  having  risen  to  a  famine 
price. 

Tho  next  Act  against  vagabonds  and  beggars  is  tho  1 9  Hen.  VI] 
0.  13  {1C03-4),  which  commences  with  a  similar  recital  to  th4 
II  Ilett.  VII.,  0.  2,  and  then  proceeds  to  enact  that  Tagobonc 
ore  only  to  be  sot  in  tho  stocks  for  one  day  and  one  night,  wit 
no  othor  sustenance  than  bread  and  water,  and  thev  arc  then  to 
go  to  tlio  place  of  their  birth  or  where  they  last  lived  for  throe 
years.  If  they  are  again  taken  in  the  same  town  they  arc  io  be 
pnl  in  the  stooks  for  three  days  and  three  nights  with  a  like  diet. 
Any  person  giving  them  meat  or  drink  while  in  iho  stocks,  or 
favouring  them  in  their  misdoing,  or  receiving  or  harbouring 
tliem  over  one  night,  is  to  forfeit  twelvepence  for  each  offence. 
B^gars  not  able  to  work  are  to  go  to  the  place  of  their  birth  or 
where  they  last  rcKided  for  three  years,  upon  pain  of  being 
punished  as  aforesaid  ;  and  any  harbouring  them  for  more  than 
006  night  is  liable  to  the  same  penalties.  Olorks  of  the  nniver- 
■ties,  soldiers,  shipmen,  and  travelling  men  are  not  to  be  exempt 
nnlees  they  carry  proper  ccrti6cst«s.    The  penalties  on  officers 
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neglecting  to  cxocute  the  Act  arc  raised  to  Sa.  4d.  for  each  offenc«. 
Diminution  of  puniahment  U  to  he  mado  in  the  case  of  women 
great  with  child,  men  and  women  in  great  sickn&sa,  and  persons 
being  impotent  and  abuve  aoveuty  years  of  uge.  Justices  are 
empowered  to  make  privy  searches  for  ofiTeudera  four  times  a  year. 

The  puniahmenla  under  this  Act  are,  it  will  be  perceived,  very 
much  milder  than  those  of  the  preceding  Act,  the  reason  being, 
no  doubt,  that  its  provisions  were  found  too  severe  to  be 
popnlar,  and  therefore  the  penalties  under  it  were  either  per- 
iunctorily  enforced  or  not  enforced  at  all.  Almsgiving,  oven  of 
an  indiscriminate  character,  it  must  be  remembered  was  encouraged 
by  the  precepts  of  the  Church,  and  it  must  therefore  have  been 
difficult  at  first  to  convince  people  that  what  they  had  been  taught 
to  believe  was  a  rclij^oufl  duty  was  as  regards  the  law  a  criminal 
o&cnco.  For  a  first  oifonco  the  penalty  is  reduced  to  one  day  and 
one  night  in  the  stocks,  instead  of  throe,  and  for  a  second  offence 
three  instead  of  six.  Impotent  beggars  are  now  directed  to  go  to 
tho  place  of  their  birth  or  where  thoy  lost  resided  for  three  years. 
A  penalty  of  1 2d.  is  imposed  on  any  ono  Buocourtng  them  while  in 
the  stocks,  and,  in  addition,  anyone  harbouring  them  more  than 
one  nigbt  is  liable  to  a  similar  penalty.  80  far  aa  length  of 
•DJoum  goes,  this  prohibition  resembles  that  in  the  Assize  of 
Clarendon.  The  provisions  for  tho  diminution  of  punishment  are 
decidedly  humane,  and  particularly  so  for  such  an  age. 

Justice  was  well  administered  during  this  reign,  and  vagnhondago 
must  hare  been  reduced,  both  from  this  cause  and  from  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  power  of  the  nobles  which  llenry  systematically 
carried  out.  Notwithstanding  his  love  of  money,  he  built  and  en- 
dowed several  religious  fuuudutiuos,  and  waa  a  great  aluisgiver. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


1609—1658. 


AcccHion  of  Henry  VIII.—MnnitDGn  and  ditf^iMrtl  pcnom  to  b«  treated  M 
vagabonds^ BeggitiK  in  151!) — Tbn  cuort  iiif<->tnl  with  lit^g^r*— Th« 
Mi|fpUc»tian  for  b^^rs — I^avs  n^itft  the  ^'psiM  and  TaRabonile  antl 
1«flpu« —  ProfwMMn  of  jilirsinfniouiy,  DAlmixm-,  nai  oliier  "crtlly 
Bdences" — Fornix  of  Hccniw  for  bej^iig— VroclamoHonsM^nHtbegnm — 
Exeenivfl  |miiture  u  ca»$c  of  povertv~Law  iiflainot  WeUb  cuainiorwa»~- 
Pnnh<>r  Ippelnltnn  nptinftt  vnjrAhon^it  mi  he^^tit — \Slttppinfi;  nf  vaf^rania 
— "  The  hyv  way  (y  ttt  apj-ttel  boU5«  " — The  effw!t«  of  tW  su^'prtwtiim  of ' 
maaasuaita — StmlliDS  pwyen  and  ballad  riiif;eni — Soi'ial  r^ndttina  of 
the  SoottUb  bolder — %auQnu»aioa  of  bondmea— Coudition  of  vsijabund* 
ace  al  ihe  commMicemtnt  of  the  rtign  of  Eilvmrtl  VI. — Li-gi»li)tios  under 
£ilwaid  VI.— 8ir  John  (.'hett!  on  va^»l>oudji)je — ProclaiuatifU  against 
plarcn  —  Further  Irgislatioa — The  frtief  of  tins  puor —  La«-  agaiiut 
tisken  and  Mdlar»— ProclamBtioD  nKninst  rof^bondfl  and  placers. — 
ItcKtdatioD  orUi4>  Borders— Tbc  rcieu  of  Mary  —  LesinUtioD  againrt 
gTpiie*— •Prochnoatioii  againA  vagabonds — Lawa  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Ws  now  come  (o  the  reigpa  of  Henry  Vlil.,  a  period  memorable 
for  itfl  social  cind  political  change*. 

The  first  Act  of  thia  reign  dealing  vith  ragabonds  is  the  3 
Hen.  VIIT.,  c.  0  (1511-12),  which  is  ostensibly  directed  against 
mummers  or  performers  in  dumb  show,  whose  perfonnances  had 
been  popular  for  a  period  of  nearly  three  ceutories.  It  is  styled 
**  An  Act  against  disguised  persons  and  wearing  of  risours,"  and 
recites  that  "  lately  within  tliis  realm  divers  persons  have  disguised  { 
and  apparelled  them,  and  corered  their  faces  with  visours  and 
other  things  in  such  manner  that  the}'  should  nut  be  known,  and 
divers  of  them  in  a  company  together  naming  LhenuelTBs  mnm- 
mera  have  come  to  the  dwelling  plaoe  of  divers  men  of  honour 
and  other  substuntial  persons ;  and  so  departed  unknown ;  where- 
upon murders,  felony,  rape,  and  other  great  hurts  and  inconve- 
nieuoen  have  aforetime  grown  and  hereaf^r  be  like  to  come  by  the 
oolour  thereof,  if  the  said  disorder  should  coatinae  not  reformed.'* 
It  then  enacts  that  *'  the  seid  mommers  or  disgysed  personee  and 
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erery  af  theyin  shiilbo  ornjutfted  by  eriy  of  Uie  Kings  liogo  people 
:t«a  or  Vacabanden  and  be  commilted  to  the  Ktii^a  g;aole, 
'  imprisoned  by  tbe  Hpace  of  tbre  months  wy thowto  bayle 
or  maymprys,  and  then  to  make  fyne  to  tho  Kyng  by  the  dtscrcsoion 
of  the  Justices  by  whotne  they  shiUbe  delyrered  ovte  of  prisono." 

In  the  yrar  l-'iH-lS  a  renewed  attempt  was  made  by  the 
6  Hen.  VII  I.,  c.  3,  t«  regulate  the  wages  of  artificem  and  labourora, 
which  appears  to  iihow  that  the  labouring  ct)UL*tea  were  again  titnig- 
gling  for  an  increaite,  which  the  musters  on  the  other  hand  wore 
determined  to  prevent.  The  Act,  as  might  be  expected,  waa  futilo 
far  the  pnrposeA  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  in  the  following 
ye*r  it  was  repealed  »o  far  as  it  aflect«d  maaonit,  carpenters,  and 
ocher  artificers  in  the  City  of  London,  probably  in  conaeqnence  of 
the  immense  amount  of  building  which  waa  thoa  going  on. 

Owing  to  the  impetus  given  to  comiueroe  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIT.  and  ita  continuance  in  the  precent  reign,  the  wealth 
of  tiie  nation  had  greatly  increased,  and  was  followed  by  a.  luxu- 
rioos  style  of  living,  of  which  the  King  himself  eet  an  example. 
OardeM  profusion  is  a  certain  progenitor  of  idlenem,  and  idleness 
of  begging,  80  that  we  can  easily  perceive  out?  great  cuiuo  of  the 
I  inerMse  of  vagrancy  at  an  early  period  of  this  reign. 

Barman  gives  us  the  following  picture  of  the  condition  of  bog- 
ging in  the  year  1021. 

"I  thought  it  meete  to  confer  with  a  very  old  man  that  I  was 
vfU  ooquaynted  with,  whose  wyt  atut  memory  ia  mervolous  for 
his  ymree,  beinge  about  the  age  of  foureacon>,  what  be  knowo 
when  he  was  youge  of  these  lousey  leuterurs.*  And  he  shewed 
me,  that  when  he  was  yonge  he  wajrted  upon  a  man  of  much  wor- 
ffajP  in  Kent,  who  died  immediutly  aO«r  the  last  Duke  of  fiuck- 
tagfaam  waa  beheaded  :t  at  his  bun-all  there  was  such  a  number  of 
beggors^  beeides  poore  hon8hoIdn*3  dwelling  there  abouts,  that 
nnneth  t  they  mighto  lyo  or  standc  about'C  the  House  :  then  was 
there  prepared  for  them  a  great  and  large  bnme,  and  a  groat  fat 
oz  aod  I  out  in  Formcnty  for  them,  with  bread  aruf  drinko  aboan- 
dastly  to  fumesh  ont  the  premiasea ;  and  every  person  had  two 
pence,  for  such  waa  the  dole.  When  night  approcbed,  ihe  pore  hona- 
holdera  repaired  home  to  their  houses :  the  other  wayfaring  bold 
bcggvra  remained  alnight  in  thf  bamc ;  and  tbe  same  bamo  being 
MTcfaed  with  light  in  the  night  by  this  old  man  (and  then  yonge)» 

•  liUe  vagaboaJi.      t  M^y  17, 1&21.        X  Scuceljr  (A.S.)       §  Boiled. 


78 


VAOEANTS  AND  VAOBANCT. 


with  others,  they  tolde  seven  acora  persona  of  men,  creiy  of  them 
having  his  womua,  except  it  were  two  women  that  lay  aloiio 
to  gether  for  some  especyall  cause.  Thus  having  their  makes  to 
m&kc  merry  withall,  the  burinil  was  turned  to  bousing,*  atui  belly 
chore, f  rooming  to  myrth,  fasting  to  fcasling,  prayer  to  pastyme 
and  pressing  of  popes,  and  lamenting  to  lechery  !  " 

Beggars  even  infested  the  Court  itaolf,  oa  in  152G  a  now  order 
was  made  for  the  Knight  Marshal  to  sco  to  the  exclusion  from 
the  Court  of  "  hoys  and  vile  persons  and  punishment  of  vagabonds 
and  mighty  beggars,  also  of  unthrifts  and  common  women.  The 
Lord  Steward  was  at  tho  same  time  commanded  to  keep  the 
Court." 

In  1629  tho  famous  "  SuppUcacyon  for  the  Beggcrs  "  by  Simon 
Fish  was  published.  It  professes  to  be  a  complaint  on  behalf  of 
tho  impotent  poor  against  tho  Church  of  Rome,  and  opens  thus : — 
"  To  Tho  King  oure  soveroygne  lorde, — 

"Most  lamentably  complcynctli  thcyre  wofiill  roysery  unto 
youre  highncs  joure  poore  daily  bedemcn,  the  wretched  htdous 
monstrcs  (on  whome  scarcely  for  horror  any  yie  dare  lokc,)  the 
foule,  unhappy  sorto  of  lopres,  and  other  sore  people,  nedy,  impo- 
tent, blinde,  lame,  and  ake,  that  live  onely  by  almesse,  howe  that 
tbeyre  nombre  is  daily  so  soro  cncrcoscd,  that  all  the  almesse  of  all 
the  weldiaposod  people  of  this  youre  roalme  is  not  halfe  ynough 
for  to  subteine  thcim,  but  that  for  verey  constraint  they  die  for 
hunger.  And  this  most  pestilent  mischief  h  comen  uppon  youre 
said  poore  beedmcn  by  the  reason  that  there  is,  yu  tho  tymes  of 
youre  noble  prcdeces^ours  pa&sod,  cmftily  crept  ynto  this  youre 
realme  an  other  sort  (not  of  impotent,  but)  of  strong,  puissaunt,  and 
counterfeit  holy,  and  ydell,  heggers  and  vacahundes  whicho  syrs 
tho  tymo  of  thcyre  first  ontro  by  all  the  craft  and  wilineaso  of 
Satan  are  nowo  enoreascd  under  your  eight,  not  onely  into  a  great 
Dombre,  but  also  ynto  a  ktngdome.  These  aro  (not  tho  hordes, 
but  tho  ruvinous  wolves  going  in  hordes  clothing,  devouring  the 
flocke,)  tho  Bisshop|)c&,  Abliottes,  Priours,  Deacons,  Archodcacons, 
tiufiraganes,  ?roat««,  Monkes,  Chanoos,  Freres,  Pardoners,  and 
Bomners." 

In  the  Buoceeding  year  au  Act  whs  pos-sed  against  the  gypsies 
(22  Hen.  VIII.,  c.  10).  This  was  followed  by  a  most  elaborato 
statute  against  vagnincy,  the  22  Hen.  V'lII.,  c  12  (1»30-1),  which 
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recites  "  irbere  in  uU  places  througbe  out  this  Kcahuo  otEuglunde, 
Vacabuudm  and  Buggers  have  of  luugc  tyme  iucreused  &,  duyly  di> 
increase  in  great  >!^  t.>:Lce«syvo  aombrus  by  tbe  occasvou  of  yduliieei, 
mother  &  rote  of  all  vycm,  whcrby  buth  tuaurged  &  spronge  &  dajly 
insurgetbe  &  ^ryngetb  contynuall  lhuft<%  iniirdurs  &.  other  huy- 
noBB  offencea  &  great  ciiormytes  Iv  tbe  high  UiHpleufiure  of  Go<l  tbe 
inquyetuoou  &  duniage  of  tbe  Kyngis  People  &  to  the  raarraylous 
disturbance  of  tlie  Comon  WeiUe  of  this  Hctilme.  And  whereas 
many  &  sondry  goude  lawes,  strej'te  statutes  &  onle:iuneu8  have  ben 
before  thJB  time  devysed  >,(  made  as  well  by  the  Kyiig  our  Sovreign 
Lorde  as  oLw  by  divers  bis  most  noble  progeiiytours  Kyngis  of 
iCaglande  for  the  most  necessary  &  due  refomincioD  of  the  pre- 
mjsaes,  jet  that  notwythstondiog  the  sayde  nombera  of  vaca- 
bandes  &  be^gers  be  not  scno  in  any  partie  to  be  m^'nysahed,  but 
inther  dayly  augmcntyd  &  eticreitsed  into  greate  routes  and  com- 
ponres  as  erydently  it  duthe  &  maye  appere."  It  then  proceeds  to 
enact  that  justices  of  peai^e  in  every  county  shall  make  diligent 
search  of  all  aged,  poor,  mid  impotent  persons  which  live  by  alms 
of  charity,  and  may  license  them  to  beg  within  certuin  Umit-a  ;  beg- 
gars begging  outside  these  limits  arc  to  bo  set  in  the  stocks  for 
two  days  and  nights  with  a  diet  of  bread  and  water  only,  and  sworn 
without  delay  to  return  to  their  own  limits.  Beggars  without 
licenses  are  to  be  stripped  from  the  middle  upwards  and  whipped, 
or  tA»e  at  ihe  discretion  of  the  jutlice  or  high  constable  set  in 
the  stocks  for  three  duys  and  nights  with  a  diet  of  bread  and  water, 
and  they  are  then  to  be  furnished  with  a  license  assigning  them  a 
limit  witbiu  which  to  beg.  All  able-bodiinl  persons  found  begging 
ore  to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  market  town,  or  other  pltice  most 
eonveniimt,  and  there  to  be  tied  to  the  end  of  a  cart  naked  and 
be  beaten  with  whips  throughout  the  town  till  their  bodies  are 
bloody,  after  which  they  are  to  return  to  the  place  where  they 
vere  bom,  or  where  they  lust  dwelt  by  the  space  of  three  years, 
bcdng  furnished,  with  a  puss  fur  the  purpose  ecrtifying  their  punish- 
ment and  limiting  the  time  within  which  they  have  to  return,  and 
orrrj'  time  they  make  default  in  the  order  they  are  to  bo  whipped. 

If  the  conctublcB  of  uuy  town  or  parish  neglect  to  arrest  and 
punish  a  beggar,  the  township  or  parish  is  to  forfeit  for  every 
impotent  beggar  3s.  4d.,  and  for  every  strong  beggar  ^S».  8d. 

All  scholars  of  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  tlmt 
go  about  beg^ng  not  being  authorised  under  the  seal  of  the  suid 
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unirersitice,  all  Khipmen  prcteuding  losseu  of  their  sbtps  i 
goods,  are  to  be  puiuelit'd  us  able-bodied  beggurs.  All  proctors 
and  pardouors,  aud  ull  ulUer  idlu  purtiODa  going  about,  wme  of 
thuTu  using  divers  aiid  subtle  crafty  and  unlawful  games  and  plujrs, 
and  sonic  of  tliom  feigning  Ihyni  wives  to  have  knowledge  in  physic, 
pliyeiognomy,  palmistry,  or  otber  t^raftj  eciemies,  whereby  they  be«ir 
the  jieoplo  in  hund,  that  tfaey  can  tell  their  destinies,  diseases^  and 
fertunoB,  and  8UC'b  other  like  fanlaatiral  imagiimtioim,  to  the  great 
deceit  of  the  King's  subjt-ctts  iire  puiiitihable  by  whipping  for  two 
days  together.  For  a  second  offence  they  are  to  be  scourged  two 
dayti  mid  che  third  day  lo  be  put  iu  the  pillory  from  9  to  11 
o'cIiH^k  in  the  forenoon  and  to  have  one  of  iheir  ears  out  off ;  and 
for  a  third  offence  they  are  to  be  whipped,  put  in  the  piUory,  and 
have  their  other  ear  cut  off. 

Persons  giving  harbourage,  money,  or  lodging  to  able-bodied 
beggars  are  liable  to  fines  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices.  Any 
person  hindering  the  execution  of  the  Act  or  making  rescue 
agunnt  any  mayor  or  other  person  endeavouring  to  execute  it,  ie 
liable  to  forfeit  one  hundred  shillings  tn  addition  to  imprisonmont 
at  the  King's  will. 

Prisoners  on  their  release  from  prison  begging  without  a 
licetiee  from  the  gaoler  are  liable  to  the  same  punishment  as  able* 
bodied  beggara. 

The  following  forms  were  authorised  under  the  Act : — 

Licfiutt  to  an  Impotent  JBfggar  to  bff. 
"  Kane  SR.  Momoriind  that  A.  B.  of  Dale  for  reasonable  con- 
sideruconiiyfl  lycenaed  tobeggc  wythJn  tho  Hundred  of  P.K.  and  I., 
in  the  sayde  Ckinntie,  yovon  under  tho  Sculo  of  that  lymytte,  Tali 
die  A  anno." 

LrtUr  to  be  delivered  to  a  Bfijf/ar  or  Vayubond  after  he  Had  been 

KhipprJ. 

*'  Kent !!».  J.  S.  whypped  for  a  vagarant  stronge  begger  at  Dale 
in  the  saydo  Couutie,  uccurdyug  to  the  lawe  121  the  xij"'  daye  of 
July  in  the  xsiij"  yore  of  Kyng  Uyury  the  viij  was  assigned  lo 
pmoc  fortbw)'th  &,  directly  from  thens  to  Sale  in  the  Countye  of 
31i(ld ;  where  he  sayth  he  was  borne,  or  where  he  last  dwelled 
bv  the  i)Tno  of  iij  ycres ;  and  he  ys  lyraytted  to  be  tliere  wythin 
xiiij  dayea  next  eusuyng  at  his  parell,  or  wythin  such  nomber 
of  dayoa  as  to  hym  ahslbe  lymytted  by  the  dyscretiou  of  tho  makor 
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m  the  sayde  letter:  In  wj-tnrit  wberof  the  seale  of  the  lymytte 
of  tho  sayde  place  of  his  pmiysshement  hcninto  Is  sette." 

The  prohibittoQ  regurdiug  the  practice  of  "  physiognomy, 
palmistry,  or  other  crafty  sciences,"  on  the  part  of  itinerant  pro- 
fewors,  affords  curious  evidence  of  tho  ignorance  and  Efui)erHtition 
whioh  prevailed  then  and  for  long  aftcrwarda;  in  fact*  it  can  hardly 
ho  aaid  to  be  extinct  now. 

PhyHiognomywQs  a  method  of  prediction  founded  on  an  exami- 

Ination  of  the  UneamentB,  and  the  colour  and  appearance  of  the 

(Tcina,  and  was,  like  palmistry,  treated  as  an  abstruse  science  only 
tn  bo  indolgcd  in  by  qualified  professors.  The  jealouBy  with 
vhich  the  common  herd  of  empirics  were  regarded  by  the  self- 
elected  profrtsors  is  thus  set  forth  by  Biclutrd  Saund^m  in  "  Pal- 
mistry, the  Secrets  thereof  disclosed,"  published  in  1664. 

'•  Having  thus  far  asserted  the  laudable  utiUity  of  Chriafian 
Prudent  Scimee,  lot  me  warn  my  Reader  of  those  Sycophant*,  and 

[  Jfc7MJi(>v  Igporanh,  through  whose  fSidfn  this  prftious  Sa'euce  is 
fly  wounded,  such  apaiea  of  shame,  that  impudonily  malce  Pro- 
iBcn  of  Art,  not  onely  in  several  Cottntryn,  but  lurk  in  Obscure 
eorwrii,  in  and  about  this  Famous  City,  mAoy  lUiUrate  pctccs  of 
Jfon-teenre  and  Jmpudcnce,  of  the  Female  kind,  whose  Ignorance 
transcends  tho  Vulgar  Oypsies,  and  Impudence  sufficient  to  out 
boo  a  Whipping  post,  Ptolomy  in  his  time  complain'd  of  such,  and 
Cardan  found  a  Generation  Quicum  saith  be  non  tint,  cidcri  ro/unt, 

\imerique  wpiditatt  artcm profittntur,  quam  fix  a  limine  salutaruni, 
aacb  though  they  were  not,  yet  would  seem  to  he  Artists,  and  for 
Lucrr*  take  profosse  it,  though  they  had  not  saluted  the  thrcsholdH 
iheno/;  Haly  mentions  one  before  Bxa  time,  that  A^rmeH  when 
Cor.  Ltonii  in  such  a  Year,  came  to  the  fiAeonth  Degree  of  Ijm,  it 
woold  set  the  world  on  FUtme  through  exccssc  of  Heat,  the  conse- 
qnenoe  of  which  was,  it  was  tho  moat  cruel  eold  and  Sharpest  Winter 
known  before  ;  and  Pdrua  Aretinus  mentions  such  an  Jyiiornmus 
in  His  time,  that  Predicted  a  groat  Flood,  or  rather  a  Tkhrje  in 
the  month  of  Fehruary,  1>')24;  which  so  frighted  tho  People 
(notwithstanding  the  evil  Season  of  the  Year)  that  they  Left 
their  DtftUing*,  and  fled  with  their  Goods  to  tho  MouHtaim,  which 
when  the  Time  came,  there  was  not  any  Month  in  the  Year  so 
Fair  nor  more  Serene  weather,  no  liain,  nor  Clouds  threatning  the 
least  of  Hain,  which  in  many  ages  was  not  known  before.  There 
hath  act  wanted  sach  Ideots  in  out-  tim^,  frighting  the  People, 
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and  Prognoeticating  in  their  Illiterat*  Ilare-hrain'd  Predichons, 
the  End  of  the  World,  which  I  have  not  omitted  to  take  notice 
of,  in  my  Apollo  Auglkami*,  especially  lor  the  Tear,  1656,  Sfc. 
But  for  the  time  to  come,  that  our  Country  may  be  undectir'tt,  I 
will  premise  such  Q\iaiUJimt\ou»  an  cTory  abh  Artist  ought  to  be 
indued  with,  according  to  the  approbation  of  the  bo«t  Leanted  and 
Judicious,  which  will  Kcrvo  as  a  ToucA  $lone  to  euiminc  CTcry 
Prqfirsor,  and  to  discern  the  Prudent  from  the  Impudent. 

"1.  Tbe  Kret  QuuUificutiou  requisite  to  oonatitute  an  ^r^il^ 
is,  Ihut  he  he  highly  Inge»iuu». 

"'2.  Is  required,  a  good  and  strong  memor}-. 

"3.  Til  at  he  be  Prudtnl,  Dincrcrt,  Horteiit,und  of  a  Good  and 
aound  judgment. 

"4.  That  he  chitidy  raluo  and  esteem  the  Truth  in  and   abi 
all  things. 

"  5.  That  he  be  a  good  Ungtrnt  and  Sehnthr. 

"().  That  he  be  a  good  Phylompher,  ekil'd  in  all  porta  of  Ph] 
losophy,  Tiz.  Logick,  Phyticka,  Ethichii,  and  Siftaphi'siques. 

"  7.  That  be  be  well  verst  in  the  Stars;  their  JSaturts,  Motions, 
and  AceiiientR,  viz.  be  a  ^ooA.  Astronomer. 

"8.  That  he  be  a  Good  and  olle  ArithmetitiOH, 

"  9.  That  he  be  a  Diligent  Hairer  and  Ohs^r^r  of  the  most 
Emiueut  Per»onR  in  his  time,  which  hold  forth  the  most  Exocl- 
leut  and  Admiruble  Conclusions,  drawn  down  to  us  hy  their  own 
Experience,  and  that  he  give  much  Diligenre  to  Jteading  those 
£ooks  which  hare  been  written  hy  the  moat  iccrl/ig,  judicious,  and 
HuHons  authors  upon  that  Subject. 

"  10.  That  he  be  assiduously  Diligent  in  Studies  and  Labours 
wholly  intent  upon  the  art. 

"11.  That  he  be  sedulously  diiige»t  in  Collecting,  Recording,  and 
Observing  ail  practical  experiments. 

"  12.  It's  very  requisite  that  he  be  fumiahed  with  a  meet  know- 
ledge of  agriculture,  w^ith  knowledge  Nautical,  MiUdary,  and  Phy- 
aieiU,  as  also  the  Geometrical &ud  Oeogntp/tical  J^odtiou,  and  descrip- 
tion of  plaoea,  the  ilabilual  Dispositions  and  Manners  of  men,  of 
Reginm,  of  their  Laws,  Jte/igtous  Cu»litms,  and  generally  ofall  things. 

"Iheso  QualliBcations /?i-rmu(A/,  will  sufficiently  inform  such  of 
the  forftil  of  their  Jitdgmfutu,  Season,  and  Discretions,  that  heed 
JItittiiig  Wiiiucn  and  Obscure  Persons,  Seducers,  the  very  shame 
and  banc  of  Science." 
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The  arroguat  and  cliarluUuitcussumption  of  pretentious  scholar- 
Fflhip  of  this  dwcriptiou  is  coiiteitiptuoui'ly  exposed  bj  Eratmtts  in 
Jii«  "  Praise  of  Folly."  writlwu  iu  1511  • 

**  But  those  of  theni  who  fe«l  nioBt  conscious  of  their  ovm  3upo> 
'rior  eniditioD,  and  regaril  with  peculiar  contempt  the  ignorance 
of  others,  iire  the  muthematiciunR.  These  men  wlicn  engaged  in 
accrevling  their  myatorious  geometrical  hieroglyphics,  their  tri- 
■nglffS  squares,  circles,  nnd  so  forth,  adding  to  one  another  in  the 
qoeenst  manner  possible,  and  concooting  at  last  a  sort  of  cccentrio 
looking  picture,  having  the  appearance  of  a  kind  of  labyrinth, 
with  letters  of  the  alphabet  dotted  about  it  here  and  there  Uko 
aoldiers  in  gentry  boxes,  6rst  placed  in  one  order  and  then  anon 
tin  another,  mako  unsophisticated  lookers-on  wonder  immensely 
what  inscrutable  conjurations  they  are  up  \it.  They  effectually 
accomplish  one  object,  at  any  rate,  which  they  have  ever  much  at 
hasrt,  that  of  throwin;;;  a  plentiful  amonnt  of  dust  into  irterpe- 
people'a  oycs,  and  gaining  to  thcmsclTca  credit  for  an 
ligence  they  don't  possess! 
"  To  this  philosophical  brotherhood  belong  all  those  who  give 
'out  that  they  can  foretell  future  cvcnt-s  by  observing  the  jiosiliona 
of  the  stars.  And  they  predict  occurrences  of  the  moat  pro'ligioua 
pn>portinns.  Talk  of  the  marvels  of  magio  !  Why  they  dwindle 
to  ineignlficanco  when  compared  with  the  astoundiug  wonders 
whioh  astrologers  declare  to  ua  are  about  to  be.  Yet — fortunsile 
mm — they  find  gullible  people  enough  in  the  world  to  swallow 
their  wildcfit  annuuneements  !  " 

The  principal  othur  "crafty  "  bcicucos  practised  at  thift  time 
were     Metoposcopsr,  or  judging  of  things  to  come  by  the  aspect  of 
the  forehead;  ^romaney,  or  dinnation  by  figures  in  the  air; 
^WtroBiancy,  or  divination  by  a  oock  ;  Ani^piri/,  by  signs  appear- 
ing in  the  bowels  of  sacrificed  animals  ;  Auyurp,  by  the  flight  or 
cbatu-ring  of  birds  or  the  voices  of  animals ;   ChrUtaUomaneij,  by 
the  lots  of  numbers ;   CUdamfincy^  by  a  key ;  Corilumannj,  by  a 
forked  rod;  Cmeittomancn,  by  turning  a  Hieve;  DactUomnm;/,  by 
l^hring;  Gfomanry,  by  figures  or  lines  drawn  on  the  earth,  or  by 
^^ertain  signs  appearing  in  the  earthly  bodice,  as  in  wood,  iron,  or 
Hpolishcd  stones,  beryls,  or  glass;  Uydromaaey,  by  appearances  in 
'^the  water;  itWrormnic;/,  by  using  blood  and  writing  or  speaking 
oertain  versM  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  dead  to  speak  and 
♦  Tnuwislwl  Ity  Jamea  Copner,  1878. 
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t«acli  fiitare  things ;  Oiiyvhomanrtj,  or  OnymutKy,  by  the  finger 
nails  of  an  unpolluted  boy  ;  Pyromancy,  by  formn  appearing  in 
the  fire  ;  Spatuiamaut^y  (called  itt  Scotland  Siintieanach),  by  readinjf 
tho  epEKiI  bone  or  the  blade  bone  of  a  shoulder  of  mutton  well 
scraped.  The  siguiticatioa  of  omens,  dreamo  (or  Oni-irocraey)  and 
of  molcaoQ  the  body  also  formed  part  of  this  scientific  curriculum. 

Immediately  upon  the  passing  of  the  Act  a  proolamation  wu 
issued  commanding  that — 

"  If  within  two  days  after  the  publication  of  the  proclamation 
any  are  found  out  of  the  hundred  whore  they  were  born,  or  have 
resided  for  thrco  years  before  and  have  not  demanded  a  hillet  to 
convey  them  thither,  they  are  to  be  stripped  nuked  from  the  privy 
ports  upwards  and  sharply  scourged,  old  and  sick  persons,  and 
women  with  child,  alone  excepted ;  after  wliich  a  biUct  is  to  be 
delivered  to  them  ccrlih'ing  the  infiiction  of  the  punishment, 
uccordiiig  to  a  form  annexed,  signed  by  the  justices.  The  Tagraot 
must  then  lose  no  time  on  bis  way  homeward,  ou  pain  of  a  repeti* 
tion  of  the  puuiahment." 

This  wflfl  followed  by  another  proclamation  specially  applying 
to  the  Court. 

"  All  vagabonds,  mighty  tieggars,  and  other  idle  persons  are  to 
leave  the  court  in  tweuty*four  hours.  No  person  is  to  keep  more 
than  his  proper  number  of  servants,  or  hare  vagabonds  resorting 
to  his  chamber.  No  person  is  t»  keep  hounds  or  greyhounds,  or 
hunt,  without  licence  ;  ond  no  one  is  allowed  to  keep  ferrets." 

In  163;J-4.  the  25  Ucnry  VJII.,  c.  13,  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  union  of  farms  and  the  conversion  of 
arable  land  into  pasture  on  the  ground  of  encouraging  ragabond 
habits.  The  Act  recites  that  "  dyvers  and  sundry  of  the  Kvnge's 
snhjoctes,  to  whome.Qod  of  hyo  goodoes  hath  disposed  greato 
plentio  and  ubundaunoe  of  moveable  substance,  nowe  of  late 
within  fcwe  yeres  hare  duyly  studycd  and  invented  ways  and 
mcanes  how  they  myght  uceumulato  and  gather  together  into  few 
hundcs,  aa  well  great  multitude  of  fermes  as  greato  plentie  6i 
catall,  and  in  eepeciall  shepe,  puttyng  sucho  londos  as  Uiey  can 
gctt  to  pasture,  and  not  to  tyllage,  wherby  they  have  not  only 
pulled  downo  churches  and  lownes,  and  inhanced,  the  old  rati*  of 
the  renlis,  or  eU  brought  it  to  euche  exceaeyvo  fines  that  no  pnuro 
man  is  able  to  meddel  with  it,  but  also  hare  raysod  and  eohauntted 
tbo  prises  of  all  mimner  of  corne,  cattal,  woll,  pygges,  geese. 
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keonea,  cbekyns,  egges,  and  aiiche  other,  almoste  doble  aboro  tho 
'pricM  which  hath  b_vn  accustomed,  by  rt-uson  whorof  amervaylous 
multitude  and  uoiubre  of  the  pouple  of  this  Uealme  bo  not  ublL'  to 
provide  meato,  drynkc,  uDd  clothes  necetwary  for  thcym  sclfcs, 
tlieim  wyfes,  and  childern,  but  be  so  dlsconiged  with  myaoryo 
■nd   povertie  Ma/  they /t\U  ihyly  to  ihe/te,  robf>ery,  ami  oilier  ineoii-^ 
^wnitnett  or  pitifully  dye  for  hunger  and  cohle."     It  thcu  pro- 
ceeda  to  assert  that  the  chief  roa«in  is  "the  grt-utti  profetto  thnt 
eomyth  of  shepe,"  and  orders  as  a  remedy  th»t  no  uiau  shall  kcep^ 
above  two  thousmd  sheep,  under  the  penalty  of  'ts.  4tl.  for  every 
one  kept  above  that  number.     Tliin  Act  denotes  that  the  woollen 
manufacture  iros  largely  increasing,  nnd  it  seems  curious  that  thc^ 
furplus  agricultural  populution  should  not  have  been  abBorbed  by 
the  manufacturing  towns,  and  rather  points  to  their  inadnptAbility 

tto  new  conditions  of  life.  y 

,  The  next  Act  we  hare  to  notice  (26  Henry  VIII.,  c.  6,  s.  4) 
puaed  in  the  year  \h!'M.  is  nnoiher  direction  against  "  Commor- 
tbas  "  and  collections  in  Wnlee.  -- 

I  **Thntno  per^n  nor  persons  from  henseforth,  without  lioenccof 
Hit  8&id  oomy»sioner8  in  writinge.  bIiuLI  within  Wales  or  marches 
of  the  aaine,  or  in  any  tihir^s  adjoyninge  to  the  same,  requiyro 
prooure,  gothor,  or  lerye  any  vonimorthe,  bidalle,  tenantale,  or  other 
DoUeccon  or  exaccon  of  goodes,  cattulles,  money  or  any  other 
tliinge,  under  colour  of  niarienge  or  bu^riuge  of  their  children, 
myeogeor  eynginge  their  fyrste  masses  or  gospelles  of  any  prestos 
or  clarkes,  or  for  redompcion  of  any  murder  or  any  other  felonyo, 
or  for  any  other  maner  of  cause  by  wbatt  name  or  names  soever 
U»y  shiilbo  callyd." 

A  printer  named  Robert  Copland,  in  a  tract  entitled,  "  The  Hye 
W»y  to  the  Spjfttclhouse,'*  gives  a  picture  of  tho  state  of  the 
poor  at  this  period,  in  the  form  of  a  conversation  between  himself 
■nd  the  porter  of  St.  Bortholomew'B  Hospital,  which  was  foiiinied 
by  Rahere  in  U02,  and  rc-cndowetl  by  lloiiry  VJII.  after  ihe 
disMilutton,  Speaking  of  those  gathered  at  the  gate  of  the 
*■  spital "  seeking  odmisaion.  Copland  sivs,  they  wore  people 
with  bag  and  staff,  crooked,  lame,  and  blind,  scabby  and  scurvy, 
pock  eaten  both  in  flesh  and  skin,  lousy  and  scald,  and  bold  as 
apes,  with  scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  them,  broechleas.  barefooted, 
kU  fttinking  with  dirt,  with  a  thousund  tatters  drabbling  to  the 
kkilt.     Boyn,  girin,  and  lazy  strong  knaves,  shivering  and  dia- 
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traded,  leoninf»  on  their  staves  and  cryinp,  "  Good  maator,  for 
your  mother'^  blcAsing,  giro  us  a  bulfpennj  towards  our  lodging." 
TAe  jtorier  exposlulatoa  with  thcro  for  bogging,  pointing  out  that 
they  will  be  lodged  in  the  hospitHl.  In  answer  to  Copland,  the 
porter  Kayti  they  tuke  in  all  such  fulk  who  ask  lodging  for  our  Lord's 
sake,  though  they  refuse  certaiu  claoses.  Copland  asks  if  they  take 
in  losels,'*  mighty  beggaro,  and  vagabonds,  truandB,t  michers,T 
hedge  creepers,^  fyllokfl,||  and  lusks,'  who  during  tbo  eummor  live 
in  ditches  and  under  bushes,  loitering  and  wandering  by  by-ways 
from  place  to  pluco  without  working,  living  upon  huws  and  black- 
berries, and  indulging  in  hedge-breukiag,  who  in  winter  resort  to 
the  town  and  do  nothing  but  wander  up  and  down.  Uo  adds 
that  ho  marvels  since  thoy  offer  lodging  to  the  poor  so  many  of 
them  ore  to  be  found  sleepin^^  out  under  stalla,  in  porches,  and  in 
doorways.  Tlte  porter  says  that  all  such  folks  as  Copland  doficriboa 
Rre  "  michers  "  that  live  in  "  truimdiBo."  •'  whom  they  will  not 
admit.  The  people  whom  they  relievo  are  those  who  uro  unable 
to  labour  and  havo  no  friends  to  help  thorn,  such  as  old  people, 
tho  mck  and  impotent,  poor  women  in  cbildbod,  mon  auffcrin^ 
from  bodily  injury,  people  alHictod  with  smallpox  or  pestilence, 
honest  folk  fallen  into  poverty,  wayfarers,  maimed  soldiers,  and 
bedridden  people.  Copland  proceeds  to  say  that  common  beggars 
are  to  be  met  with  in  all  the  streots,  and  that  as  ho  walked  to 
St.  Paul's  Church  beggars  sat  on  each  side  the  way.  There  was 
"  one  mighty  stubborn  slave,"  who  beggod  for  others  for  the  sake 
of  the  "  five  joys  of  the  Virgin,"  vowing  to  recite  Our  Lady's 
psalter  three  times  in  return.  An  honest  sorving-nmn  after  per- 
forming his  devotions  had  compassion  on  the  beggar,  and  when 
be  was  gone  the  beggar  pulled,  out  eleven  pence.tt  and  called  to 
his  companions  to  go  to  dinner,  saying  it  was  an  unprotitable  day. 
The  porter  says  they  do  not  admit  such  people,  but  that  thoy 
resort  to  the  Barbican,  to  Tummill  Sirevt,  in  Honndgditch  and 
behind  tho  Fleet,  and  twenty  places  more,  where  they  revol  and 
Indulge  in  drunken  debauchery.  8ome  "beggarly  churls"  to 
whom  they  resort  are,  he  say»,  the  maintainurv  of  a  great  set  of 
"  mighty  lubbers,"  and  have  them  lu  their  service  some  as  jour- 

*  Bad  wi>ithlea»  fellows.  t  Miserable  bCR^nL 

T  fextv  thicres.  {  TboM  who  larked  al)f>al  h«if^  ror  the  poi^' 

LWaiitoii  (hrls.  potv  of  Misiliti^  and  i°poilui£. 

'  Wrvldii-tlnns.  ^  Lost^  bc^^yars  uid  t]iiereM. 

tt  Kquivalcut  to  about  the  tame  aombcr  of  tliiltinga  ia  the  presenl  day. 
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n?ym&n  and  some  ae  apprenticed,  thoy  go  on  crutches  *  to  each 
|h  market  and  fair,  and  to  all  places  to  which  people  repair,  and  so 
BdiAsimulate  as  false  thievinjf  flowohesit  with  blood}*  clouts  about 
ih^  legs,  and  plaistcrs  on  their  skin  ;  mnie  counterfeit  leprosy, 
and  others  put  soap  in  their  mouths  to  make  foam,  and  fall  down 
aa  if  they  had  St.  Cornelius's  evil."  Copland  a^sbs  if  any  master- 
Ices  men  come  to  the  "  spital,"  iiach  as  have  served  the  King 
beyond  the  sea,  and  who  being  without  means  must  either  beg  or 

Ktt«Al.     Some  of  them,  he  says,  are  prope-r  men  and  tall.     Th« 
porter  answers  that  such  men  do  one  bad  thing,  which  is  to  wear 
Midler's  clothes  and  so  deceive  the  people.     He  says  they  arc 
in  general  vagabonds  who  will  not  enbmit  to  discipline  nor  stay 
long-  in  any  euiployiueDt,  and  who  will  rob  their  masters.    Mauy 
IIh  vf  them  live  by  open  begging,  going  with  bag,  dish,  and  rUtS, 
Hragged  and  loutty,  and  mixing  with  the  "  riff  roil."     These  go 
from  ^ital  to  Bpitul  prowling,  and  poaching  at  every  door  for 
lumps  of  broad  and  meat.  Others  whom  the  porter  terms  "  Night- 
ingales of  Newgate,"  walk  and  strut  about  pruteudiiig  that  they 
hare  saiTervd  shipwreck,  or  have  been  in  captinly  in  Franco  and 
are  penniless.     They  rub  solitary  passengers,  and  du  not  desire 
food  or  drink,  but  "very  white  thread  to  eew  good  ale."    Other 
"  rogcrs  "  «  pretend  to  be  poor  scholars  of  Oxford  and  (Jiimbridge. 
After  five  ycara'  pxperienceof  the  Vagrant  Act  passed  iti  1530-1. 
another  Act  was  paased  for  the  purpose  of  supplyiug  a  dcKcieucy 
in  iJie  previous  Act,  namely  the  relief  of  the  poor.     This  Act 
(27   Hen.   VIll.,  c.   23,   15^5-0),   commences  by   reciting  that 
oil  beggars  are  required  to  repair  to  the  place  of  their  birth,  or 
where  they  had  lust  dwelt  for  three  years*  and  that  no  provision 
is  made  in  the  Act  22  Uon.  VIII.,  c.  13,  for  their  employment 
or  relief,  and  then  enacts  that  officers  of  cities,  &c„  ahull  receive 
und  reliere  such  beggars,  and  set  all  aturdy  and  valiant  beggars 
'to  work  for  their  maintenance,  parishes  are  bound  to  carry  out 
this   provision   under   a   penalty   of  twenty  shillings  a   month. 
Beggars  travelling  homewards  with  a  pass  arc  at  the  end  of  every 
jJBl^n  miles  onlerf^I  to  repair  to  the  constable  of  the  parish,  who  is  to 
^■Eu/nish  them  with  meat  and  drink  for  one  meal  and  lodging  for 
^Hpaight  ooly. 

^^^^  E»«n  Kefo[»  llin  t'orniuMt  crinplc*  iiw'!  to  UMpmlite  to  tolidt  charity  at 
CnpfiUyaU  iu  Uiii.li>ii,  |>l'iMling  itiu  cjconi^ile  of  Uit-  loint:  man  who  bet{g«d 
alDtf  o<  Si   PotcT  ittid  St.  John  at  the  );aU'  ot  llii;-  IctnjilK. 

Z  A  caul  name  Tor 
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The  Act  tben  recites  that  all  and  every  idle  person,  rufTolera 
calling  tlietii8(0voa  ^crving-nien,  having  no  maetora,  are  liable  to 
panishment  under  '2z  Hen.  VITI.,  c.  12.  Officers  of  cities  uro 
authorised  to  direct  ReBrches  hy  night  for  niffelerii,  sturdy  vaga- 
honds,  and  valiant  bcggiim,  and  nil  persons  Tfx]uired  ore  to  aasist 
in  Ruch  Marches.  Rnffelers,  sturdy  Tagabondn,  and  valiant  beggars 
offending  a  second  time  are  not  only  to  W  whipped  again,  but  to 
have  the  upper  part  of  the  gristle  of  the  right  ear  clean  cut  off, 
and  then  sent  back  to  their  place  of  settlement.  Such  penions 
found  wandering  in  idleness  after  this  punishment  are  adjudged 
to  suffer  pains  and  execution  of  death  as  felons. 

"  Leprous  and  bedridden  creatures  *'  are  at  liberty  to  remain  in 
the  place  where  they  are,  and  are  not  compelled  to  go  to  their 
place  of  aettleioent.  Children  above  five  and  under  fourteen 
found  begging  or  idle  may  be  apprebunded  and  placed  in  charge 
of  masters  of  husbandry  or  other  craft«  or  labours  to  be  taught  by 
the  which  they  may  get  their  livings  when  they  come  of  age. 
Clothes  being  giveu  them  to  euablv  them  to  L>nt«r  the  service. 
Auy  above  the  age  of  twelve  aud  under  stxtevu  who  refuse  such 
service  or  leave  it  without  reasomible  cause,  aru  to  be  openly 
whipped  with  rodn  at  the  di%retian  of  the  authorities,  mid  sent 
back  to  service.  Any  person  refusing  to  execute  the  punishment 
is  to  be  set  in  the  stock?  two  duy.'«  with  u  diet  of  bread  and  water. 

Officers  and  churuhwttrdeiit<  arc  ordered  to  gather  alms  for  tho 
maintenance  of  impotent  and  tho  employment  of  sturdy  beggars, 
and  the  Clergy  are  eomraaudod  to  exhort  people  to  alms  fur  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 

No  persons  are  permitted  to  make  any  common  or  open  doles, 
or  give  any  rcadv  money  in  alms  except  to  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  this  Act  under  a  penalty  of  10s. 

The  authorities  are  commanded  to  appoint  certain  of  the  poor 
people  to  collect  broken  meats  and  fragments  two  or  three  times  a  * 
week,  to  bo  distributed  evenly  amongst  the  poor. 

The  Act  is  restricted  from  applying  to  persona  giving  personal 
alms  to  parishioners  or  prisoners.  It  also  provides  that  "  in  as 
mocho  as  Friers  Mcndiantoa  have  litlc  or  nothing  to  lyvc  uppon 
but  onely  by  the  charitie  and  almee  of  Christien  people,"  they 
and  those  who  relieve  them  are  exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  aa  also  are  Alms  from  Monasteries,  AlmNhouseH,  HoHpitals, 
or  other  foundations  or  brotherhoods,  and  also  ulms  given  tu  ship- 
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vncked  mariners,  aud  casually  by  the  wayside  to  lame,  blind. 
Bick,  Aged,  or  impotent  people. 

Thw  Act  it  will  be  observed  introducM  for  the  first  time  some 
important  provisions  regarding  the  p>x)r.  It  orders  that  able-bodied 
Tagnots  shall  b«  set  to  work  ;  that  all  poor  except  the  reully  help- 
las,  such  as  lepers  and  bedridden  creatures,  »>1i<ill  be  sent  to 
their  place  of  settlement,  and  be  maintained  on  their  road  there  ; 
thttt  the  children  of  beggars  are  to  be  taken  from  them  und  placed 
in  suitable  employment ;  and  that  the  autherilies  are  to  make 
coUectioDs  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  impotent  pour.  The 
previous  Act  had  evidently  broken  dowD  on  the  crucial  question 
of  relief,  as  the  beggars  accustomed  to  alms  aud  doles  must 
naturally  have  asked  how  they  were  to  live,  aud  charitably 
minded  persons  would  as  naturally  continue  to  relieve  tind  foster 
them. 

Tbo  following  is  an  example  of  the  punishment  of  a  ragraut 

uikder  this  Act  taken  from  the  Hurletan  M^ 

"  How  vnlvAnt  hcgf:»ir»  riu^li  to 
be  puujTflluid  acconliuye  Ui  Kiugc's  statute." 

"  "Wm.  Paj-ne  whipped  for  a  vagraunt  strong  begger  at  Chester 
in  tho  county'  of  the  citty  of  Chester  according  to  tho  law  the 
xiii  day  of  Februiiry  in  the  xxix  yoro  of  the  reignc  of  o*" 
moaat  drcd  sovciguo  Lord  II.  th'eight  was  assigned  to  pos^e 
forth  w^  aud  dyroctly  &om  thcns  to  Chippen  Warren  in  the 
ocmntie  of  Northampton  where  ho  saith  be  was  borne  und  he  is 
lymittyd  to  bo  there  w'lu  xvi  duyoz  then  next  ensuyiug  at  his 
pttU.  I  witneit  wherof  tho  scale  of  the  offyc  of  tho  mairoltie  of 
ihe  citie  afursoid  and  pluco  where  ho  was  ponysshod  hcrunto  is 

Vfe  now  como  (o  a  momentous  change  in  the  social  condition 
of  the  country,  and  which  has  an  im[iortant  bearing  on  vugruney 
Bswl  mendicity.  By  27  Hen.  VIII.,  c.  28  (1536),  all  moiiJisteriBs 
and  religious  houses  not  possessing  more  than  £200  per  annum 
waee  suppressed;  and  by  31  Hen.  VIII.,  c.  18  (t^SO),  all  inAti- 
tttliona  of  that  nature  were  dissolved.  They  amounted  to  IHi) 
greater  and  -^74  lera^'r  monasteries,  in  addition  to  48  houses  of  tho 
Eoighta  Templars  ;  making  a  total  of  fi08.  Their  income  was 
estimated  at  £137,000  a  year.  If  we  adopt  )[r.  Froude's  estimate 
ihat  for  a  penny  at  this  time,  "  the  labourer  could  buy  as  much 
bre*d,  iKef,  beer,  and  wine,  he  could  do  as  much  townr:ls  finding 
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lodging  for  himself  and  his  family,  as  the  labourer  of  the  niov- 
tccnth  century  can  for  a  thilling,"  thi«  sum  would  be  equal  to  an 
annual  revenue  of  XI, 644,000  m  the  present  day. 

The  population  then  nan  probably  about  four  millions  aa  com- 
pared with  twenty-«ix  millions  in  the  proaent  day;  and  as  the 
amount  expended  un  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  now  about 
;£d,000,000,  if  we  estimate  that  one-third  of  the  income  of  ihe 
abbeys  ought  to  ha%-e  bevu  devoted  to  the  usee  of  the  poor,  their 
pro  rafii  contribution  should  hare  amounted  to  2a.  9d.  per  head  of 
the  population,  a?  against  Us.  4d.  per  head,  the  amount  raised  by 
taxation  in  the  present  day.  This  computation  altogether  leave* 
out  of  account  the  charity  bestowed  in  connection  with  churohea 
and  special  foundations  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  monastic  establiahmenla  had  reached  the  aummit  of  their 
wealth  and  Luxury,  and  were  in  mofit  cuscs  abodea  of  notorious 
profligacy.  Their  suppression  cannot  therefore  have  excited 
much  commiseration  on  the  part  of  the  main  body  of  the  nation, 
particularly  as  the  abbeys  were  generally  in  the  habit  of  exacting 
their  dues  rigorously  both  from  their  riUoins  and  the  townsmen 
who  held  under  them. 

It  may  not  bo  hero  amiss  to  observe  the  mode  in  which  the 
alma  of  the  abbeys  were  collected  and  distributed,  taking  the 
abbey  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  a«  an  example.  There  the  ekfrno- 
Mjfttariuti,  or  almoner,  distributed  the  alms  and  charitable  donations 
of  the  conrent  to  pilgrims,  travetlers,  and  the  poor  who  assembled 
at  the  gate ;  for  which  purpose  be  had  an  oifico  called  the  abnonry. 
He  also  made  the  di^itri  button  a  on  tho  founder's  day,  and  other 
obits  and  anniversaries.  He  and  his  servants  were  to  attend  at 
the  dinner  of  the  abbot  and  monks  to  receive  the  alm^.  lie  was 
not  to  collect  through  the  tiibles;  but  if  anything  was  handed  to 
bim  he  might  tuke  it  and  devoto  it  to  alma.  When  the  convent 
left  the  refectory,  he  could  go  round  the  tables,  and  destine  to 
alms  the  drink  which  remained  of  the  charity. 

But  that  this  charity  was  always  benevolently  bestowed  is  very 

questionable,  as  in  a  "  Poem  on  tiie  EtiI  Times  of  Edward  II."  we 

are  told— 

"  For  if  there  come  to  an  abbey  two  pwr  men  or  three, 
And  swk  if  thf-in  help  for  holy  chanly. 
Scarcely  will  any  do  his  emuid,  ejlher  young  or  lAA, 
Bat  lot  him  cower  thrn-  nit  ilay  in  hiinf^r  And  in  cold, 

and  »tarv& 
Ixiolt  wbal  ktv«-  tbvrc  a  to  Oodj  whom  lh»y  wy  th«l  t)ii.-i  •en'*."        _ 
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'Wbile  the  religious  housen  did  good  by  the  relief  of  the  im- 
potent poor,  they  did  an  immenBe  ainnuiitof  harm  in  encouraging 
able-bodied  beggars  to  lead  a  life  of  idlencKs  und  profligncy.  Tho 
opinion  of  /^/^i*,  the  Church  historian,  on  this  point  a  little  more 
than  a  century  later,  is  pregnant  with  common  sense. 

"Some  will  object,  that  this  their  hospitfllity  wni*hutc/tanttf  mi9- 
taken,  promii*cuo(isly  entertaining  aome,  who  did  not  need,  and  moe, 
who  did  not  deserve  it.  Yea,  these  abbeys  did  but  maintain  the 
jwor  which  they  made.  For,  some  Vagrants,  accounting  the  Abbey- 
almee  their  own  inhn-ifaw/f,  served  an  npprentaMp,  and  after* 
wardi  wrought  yoi(r>i»'v-(//>ri  to  no  other  trade  than  begijimj  ;  all 
whoae  children  were,  by  their  fatlar*  ropie,  mude  free  yf  the 
mmt  e^mpaiiy.  Yea,  we  may  observe,  that  generally  euch  places 
wherein  the  great  Abheye  were  seated  (some  few  excepted,  where 
tUiaihiHfi  began,  when  their  Covent  did  end)  ewarm  moat  with  poor 
pcD]>le  at  this  day,  as  if  beggary  were  entailed  on  tbum,  and  that 
IftEinesse  not  as  yet  ^t  out  of  their  fiesh,  which  so  long  since  was 
bn*i  in  their  boim."  * 

The  inunediate  result  of  the  dissolution  must,  however,  have 
been  a  Urge  inurease  in  the  number  of  vagraDts,  for  it  bus  been 
eUoolated  that  these  institutions  contained  about  fifty  thousand 
I  iniBitea  who  led  an  idle  life.  Many  of  these  were  no  doubt  soon 
abMirbed  in  the  civil  [mpulation,  but  a  very  gi-eut  number  must 
hare  been  so  much  inoculated  with  indolence  and  ignorance  from 
the  life  th^  had  been  accustomed  to  lead,  that  they  would 
natnt&Uy  resort  to  whining  mendicity  as  a  means  of  li%'elihood. 
Hm  districts  adjacent  to  the  Stottish  border  at  this  period  wcr§ 
also  fostering  and  propagating  vagabondage  on  an  cxtcnure 
scale. 

"The  mrvey  of  1542  describes  tho  Redesdate  men  as  living  in 
iheela  t  during  the  sommer  months,  and  pasturing  their  cattle  in 

"  "Tbef*  can  lie  no  Joijbt  that  many  of  tbe  impoteat  poor  lieriYmi  «ii)>|K>rt 

inn  ih'--*  '>''"'v.      But  tlic  blind  eli't-iii'ifffDary  »p)nt  iiiculimt^d  \>y  the 

B*»B'T^'  *  iiturioiuly  Uie  causi^,  n«l  tli«  can,  of  l)ri^iir)'  niij  wretrhrcU 

Bask     Til-         :.._:ii-  f<iuDd»tiom,  smtturrd  m  iliffi-rt-iit  coiiuljea,  \nil  liy  no 

tnntUI   at    r*^iliir    iltKlanr-iri,  «liiL    nfleu   iu    M^ijuaiUiml    |ihiiit>4,    i-itiiliL  lUTVfir 

the  end  of  local  uv\  limited  euecour,  nicitnl  nul  in  juat  propoTtion  tn 

iiU  ul   puvett}'.     Tlieir  uTiitn)    iiii;!ht  iudVLSl  l«  uyta  to  tliooti  wlio 

at  ibrm  t<ir  aJma,  tuiii  came  in  KMtr>:h  n{  Mrt^ama  that  mii>t  iilwuvrt  b<' 

Mob  •owIt  fiT  a  tltrnt^r  multitude     Nolliinu  cuuld  linvc  a  Etnmger  teudency 

'  to  |icai»it«  lliAt  va^iiiind  in>-ndicity,  wliirli  unc«aiiiu(;  and  veiy  KV*re  iibilutM 

tn  tfaaci^'l  to  rcprK«." — UaUavh 

t  A  but 'T  mi<l«Qco  [or  Uiou  who  luiv«  tLe  can  of  ftbcep. 
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ihe  gnuns  *  and  hopes  t  of  tho  country  on  the  Bouth  side  of  tfafl 
Ooqaett  about  Wilkwoad  au<l  Kidlces;  or  in  the  waste  grounds 
which  sweep  along  the  eastern  marshes  of  North  Tynedale.  At 
this  time  they  not  only  joined  the  men  of  Tynedale  in  acte  of 
rapine  and  spoil,  but  often  went  as  guidf-s  to  the  thieves  of  Scot- 
land, in  espediitons  to  ravage  the  towns  and  villages  betncen  the 
Coquet  and  'W'linabeelt.  To  counteract  these  ouir&ge«  Sir  Cuth-j 
Wrt  Rtttcliff,  with  divers  of  the  most  wise  borderers,  devised 
watch  to  be  set  from  t^unitet  to  sunrise  at  all  passages  and  fords 
'  endalong  *  all  the  middle  marches  over  against  North  Tynedal 
and  Rt^esdule,  that  when  the  thieves  from  the  uorth  were  sc«a^ 
descending,  hue  and  cry  should  he  made  for  assistance  to  drive 
tliem  buck.  Those  amongst  the  dulesiueu  were  most  pruiacd  and 
cherished  who  Koouest  in  youth  be^uu  to  practise  themselves  in 
thefU  and  robberies,  fur  iu  these  they  delighted,  bousted,  and 
exercised  themselves.  They  were  divided  into  clans,  each  of 
v'bich  hud  rank  uud  precedeuce  uccurdiii^  to  its  numerical  strength. 
That  of  Hall  was  the  greatest  and  of  most  reputation  ;  and  uext  to 
it  the  Reedi^,  Potts,  Xledleys,  Spoors,  Daugs,  Fletchers.  All 
theoe  were  'laird»,'  owners  of  their  own  small  'in-tield'  and 
Poel-tower,  with  the  right  of  commonage  over  the  vast  unenclosed 
wilderaees  around  thom.  A  few  of  these  families  still  exist  as 
lairds  on  their  ancient  estutes,  more  still  as  tenant-farmers  on 
their  former  properties.  They  lost  their  estates  through  getting 
into  debt  by  gambling,  drinking,  and  betting  on  horses  and  cocks, 
but  the  old  name.s  and  much  of  the  oM  pride,  haughtiness,  and 
exclusircncss  remain.  In  moss-trooping  times,  *  If  a  thief  of  any 
great  surname  or  kindred  was  lawfully  executed  by  order  of 
justice,  for  stealing  beyond  the  limits  of  bis  own  province,  the 
rest  of  his  clan  would  visit  his  prosecutor  with  all  the  retributive 
vengeance  of  dea'ihj  feud  an  bitterly  and  severely  as  if  he  had 
killed  him  unlawfully  with  a  sword.'  This  frequently  led  to  a 
sort  of  ciril  war  in  the  county ;  whole  townships  were  burnt ; 
those  of  whom  revenge  was  sought  weremurdered ;  great  garrisons 
were  established  to  check  the  outrages  of  the  clans,  and  raids 
and  incursions  were  made  against  them  and  by  them,  "even  as  it 
were  between  Kngland  and  Scotland  in  time  of  war."  Ilenoe 
persons  who  were  plundered  gcDcrally  chose,  when  they  discovered 
the  thieves  who  had  carried  off  their  goods,  to  receive  a  part  of 
•  Tlie  litantlwe  uf  s  valley.  t  A  nIwptBg  hollow  Ifelwmm  two  bills. 
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ihcm  back  by  way  of  composition,  rather  than  go  against  Lhem  to 
thfc  eilromity  of  justice.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  bluck- 
mail  was  pniJ  by  many  of  the  Norlhumbriaus  even  in  Quuen 
Kltzabeth's  reign  to  tbeae  systematic  robbers.  lu  1498  Bishop 
Fox  issued  his  mandate  to  the  clergy  of  Tynedolo  and  Redesiiale, 
diarging  them  to  excommunicato  ull  those  iiihubitimts  of  their 
cores  who  should,  excepting  against  the  Scots,  prcHume  to  go 
from  home  armed  'in  u^Vji/;,*  and  Wf^f  or  knaii(scH/,X  or  other 
defensiTa  umour^  or  should  rido  on  a  borso  worth  more  than 
six  shillings  and  cightptmce,  or  wear  iu  any  church  or  cburubyard, 
daring  the  time  of  divine  service,  any  ofiensiro  weapon  muro  than 
a  cubit  in  length.'  The  same  prelate  elsewhent  ilctit^ribus  th« 
chaplains  hero  oa  publicly  and  openly  living  wiib  concubines, 
irregular,  euRpcnded,  exoominunicated,  and  inierdictifil,  M-holly 
ignorant  of  letters,  so  much  mj  rhal  priests  of  ten  ymra'  standing 
did  not  know  how  to  read  the  ritual.  Some  of  them  wore  nothing 
more  than  shura  priests,  never  hitving  bt-en  orditiiieil.  When  such 
were  the  niomls  of  ihe  teachers,  wbiit  produce  of  virtue  wan  to  be 
Mpt'cted  from  the  disciplcH  ?  "  § 

A  beggar  in  an  old  play  deacribes  himself  as  "  born  in  Redes- 
dale  in  Northumberland,  and  come  of  a  wight-riding  surname 
calli:d  the  Ilobsons,  good  honest  men  and  true,  saving  a  little 
ftfaifting  for  their  living,  God  help  them  I  "  || 

Tlie  last  Act  in  this  reign  which  calls  for  any  notice  is  the  34 
and  Oo  Hen.  Till.  (1543),  entitled  "An  Acto  for  tbadvaunce- 
mrnt  of  true  Hcligiou,  and  for  tbubolliwbuent  of  the  Contnirie," 
which  in  some  of  its  eectious  applies  to  players,  who  in  the  reign 
of  KUzabuth  and  subsequently  wtq  puui»bable  under  the  Acts 
agvinst  vagrancy.  TbiH  act  impomjs  u  fine  of  illU  and  imprison- 
ment for  threo  mouths  for  a  tirst  otieiice  upon  any  ptTBon  who 
•h«U  play  in  interludes,  sing  or  rhyme  any  routlt5r  contrary  to 
the  dictrine  of  the  tSix  Arlicles,  or,  as  it  ib  commonly  calLed,  the 
Itloody  i>tatute  ;  for  a  second  oHbnce  the  offender  is  to  forfeit  all 
his  goods  and  be  committod  to  perpetual  prison. 

"I'rovidedullwayesand  be  it  enacted  by  ihauctorytie  aforosaide, 
that  it  Bbidbc  bin  full  to  all  and  evcrye  pcrsoue  and  personesto  set 
foortiie  Bonges  plaies  and  enterludcs,  to  bo  used  and  exercysed 


♦  A  ilcrennve  upper  gnmieiit  <juUted  with  stout  leatier. 

t  A  li^Iit  Udmet.  t  A  lieadpiecc,  a  cert  of  helmet. 

$  H'-idijKjtrsNorthambcrluid  (L8S7).       |j  Sc(4t. 
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within  this  Kealme  und  other  iho  Kings  Domvmons,  for  the 
rehukiug  aiid  reproohing  of  vices,  und  the  setting  foorthe  of 
rertue ;  so  allwaiee  the  stiide  aonges  plates  or  entcrludes  meddle 
not  with  intcrpretacocs  of  Scripture,  oontraryo  to  the  doctrj'ne 
set  foorthe  by  the  Kings  Majestio  our  saido  Soveraigne  I>ord  that 
now  ia  King  Henry  theight  in  forrnc  afomsaide." 

The  wandering  boUad-singor,  or  tho  stroUing  playor  who  ven- 
tured to  take  part  in  a  miriiclo  or  niyatcry  play  must  have  dono 
ao  in  fear  and  tremhiing  of  this  redoubtublo  onuctmcnt,  for  no  one, 
high  or  low,  was  safe  from  the  regal  vengeance  in  this  roign.  On 
one  occasion,  wo  are  told,  on  actual  beggar  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  formal  depoflitionn  relating  ia  him  were  sent  to  the 
King's  miniflter,  beoause  in  drinking  at  a  village  inn  he  had 
aaid  "  he  wished  King  Henry's  bead  were  boiled  in  a  pot,  and  he 
would  be  the  firat  to  drink  of  the  broth." 

ViUoioage  was  in  this  reign  fast  dying  out.  Tn  the  year  Iol4 
the  King  manumittt'd  two  of  his  villeins  in  the  following  form  : 
"  Whereas  God  created  all  men  free,  but  afterwards  the  laws  and 
customs  of  nations  subjected  some  under  the  yoke  of  servitude,  we 
think  it  j/iom  (inA  men'ton'oits  teith  God  to  manumit  Henry  Knight, 
B  taylor,  and  John  Herlc,  a  husbandman,  our  natives,  us  being 
bom  within  the  manor  of  Stoko  Clymmysland,  in  our  county  of 
Comwal,  together  with  all  their  iettuu  horn,  or  to  bo  bom,  and  all 
their  goods,  landri,  and  chattels  accjuircd,  or  to  bo  acciuired,  so 
ai9  the  said  persons,  and  their  issue,  ahall  from  henceforth  be 
free,  and  of  free  condition."  And  it  appears  from  the  calendar 
of  the  Journals  of  Ihe  House  of  Lords  that  in  the  year  ld<iG, 
and  ^8  Heu.  VIIL,  a  Bill  vonccming  bondmen  was  rejected  by  tho 
HouHe  of  Lords  on  the  tliird  reading,  which  according  to  this 
idea  (of  its  being  mcriiorious  with  God)  was  probably  for  their 
general  manumission. 

Tlie  condition  of  vagabondage  in  England  at  the  termination 
of  this  reign  and  the  oommenoement  of  that  of  Hdward  VI.  may 
beet  be  judged  from  the  following  extract  from  Harrison's  descrip- 
tion of  England. 

"  Our  third  annoiers  of  the  common-wealth  are  roges,  which 
doo  verie  great  mischcefe  in  all  places  where  they  become.  For 
wberas  the  rich  onclie  suffer  injurie  by  the  first  two,  these  spare 
neither  rich  nor  poore ;  but  whether  it  be  great  gaine  or  smalle, 
nil  is  Gsh  (hut  commeth  to  net  with  them,  and  yet  I  eaie  both 
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tliey  and  the  rent  arc  tmased  up  apace.  For  there  i«  not  one 
Tcare  commoDlie,  wherein  three  or  four  hundred  of  them  are  not 
devoured  and  eaten  up  by  the  gallowcs  in  one  place  and  other. 
It  ap[M!aretU  by  Cardane  (who  writeth  it  upon  the  report  of  tbe 
bifihop  of  Lexona)  in  the  genituro  of  King  Edward  the  aixt, 
hew  Ilenrie  the  eight,  executing  his  laws  verify  severelie  against 
aach  idlo  persona,  I  meane  great  theeres,  pettie  tbeeres  and 
togoBf  did  bang  op  threescore  and  twelve  thousand  of  them  in  his 
tune.  He  aoemod  for  a  while  greatlie  to  have  terrified  the  rest ; 
but  einoe  his  death  the  number  of  them  is  so  increased,  yea 
although  we  hare  bad  no  warres,  which  are  a  gre^t  ocoaaion  of 
their  breed  (for  it  is  the  custome  of  the  more  idle  Hort,  baring 
once  served  or  but  aeene  tbe  other  ajdo  of  the  sea  under  colour  of 
■ervico  to  shake  hand  with  tubour,  for  ever,  thinking  it  a  diegruco 
for  himKi-lfo  to  rctume  unto  his  former  trade)  that  except  some 
better  order  be  taken,  or  the  lawcs  olreadio  made  bo  better  execut«l, 
euoh  aa  dvcll  io  uplondish  townee  and  little  villagee  shall  live  but 
in  Kmall  aafelie  and  rest." 

The  opening  of  the  reign  of  E<ltcard  VI.  was  eignaliAed  by  a 
Draconian  (Statute  against  vagiibondisni.  Itwill  have  been  observed 
that  from  the  time  of  ITenry  VII.  the  sentimental  sympathiGs  of 
indit*croet  almAgivers  were  being  gradually  disregarded  end  over- 
borne by  legislation  of  an  increamngly  severe  character  Bgainst 
Tsgraotft  and  beggars.  Itut  the  greatest  severitica  hitherto 
etutded  were  mild  in  oompari-son  with  the  wvere  provisions  of  the 
enactment  now  under  consideration.  In  fact  it  ia  almost  impossible 
to  think  that  it  could  ever  have  been  intended  as  anything  more 
than  an  academic  fulminntion  which  should  act  as  a  deterrent 
through  the  appalling  character  of  its  punitshmeutx.  !itr  John 
i-'itrk'-,  who  was  the  Greek  professor  at  Curubridge,  and  was  one 
'the  preceplocs  of  Edward  VI.,  had  eignulised  himself  by  intra* 
lacing  the  study  of  the  Greek  lauguugu  uud  literature  into 
KogUud.  Ue  entered  Parliament  as  member  for  Illetehingly  in 
tbe  year  X647.  and  it  is  therefore  probablu  that  Ibis  enactment  is 
in  m  ^rent  measure  due  to  the  «tudic-B  which  he  rendered  fui^hionahlo, 
iinoe  tbe  laws  of  LyvurgnH  would  not  tolerate  mendicants,  and 
nnder  Uioee  of  Draco,  Solon,  and  other  legislators  mendicants  wore 
eoDdemncd  to  capital  punichminit. 

Tbe  Act  to  which  we  allude  (1    Kdw.  VI.,  c.  S,  1547)    com- 
■Mnccfl  by  retiliiig:  *'  Fonwiuuche  as  Idlcnos  and  Vagabundr3'e  is 
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tlie  mother  and  roote  of  nil  thoftM  roliborjcfl  and  all  erill  act 
and  other  niiachiefs  und  the  multitude  of  people  given  therie- 
bath  allvaieB  been  hero  withia  this  licolme  verie  greate  and  more 
in  nombre  as  it  uaye  uppvre  tbea  in  other  Kegiono,  to  the  gnate 
impouvcriahmeut  of  the  Healme  and  dauuger  of  the  Kin(^  Xlighnes 
aubgocls,  the  whiche  Idleaee  and  Vagabundrye  all  the  Kings 
Tlighnes  noble  pro^'c-nitor«  Kings  of  this  Healme  and  this  high« 
Courto  of  Purlameut  huth  often  and  'n'ith  greute  travaile  goon 
abowte  and  assayed  with  godlie  Actes  and  Statutea  to  repreaaew  yet 
uutill  this  our  lyme  it  hath  not  hud  that  successe  which  hath  bya 
wisshed,  hut  purteUe  by  fulisbe  pJtie  and  mercie  of  them,  which 
ehoulde  huTe  seen  the  saide  godlie  lawes  oxei^uted,  partelie  hy  the 
pen'crse  nature  and  lunge  accustmned  idlenee  of  the  parsons  given 
to  loylringc,  the  suide  godlie  statutes  hitherto  hath  bad  small 
eflecte,  and  Idle  and  Vagabounde  persons  being  unprofitable 
membrca  or  rather  eanemyes  of  the  Cumen  wealthe  hath  byn 
suflrcd  to  remayne  and  cncreasc  and  yet  so  doo,  who  yf  thoie 
should  be  punished  by  deathe  whippinge  cmprysouenient  or  w* 
other  corporall  payne  it  were  not  withoft't  their  deserts  for 
thexomplo  of  others  and  to  the  benefitt  of  the  Comen  wealth,  yet 
yf  thei  cowlde  be  brought  to  be  made  pToffitable  and  doo  senrice 
were  much  lo  be  wisshed  and  desired.*'  It  then  proceeds  lo 
repeal  all  former  Acts  againfit  vagabonds  and  beggars,  and  ordains 
that  ever}'  person  not  impotent,  &c.,  loitering  or  wandering  and' 
not  seeking  work,  or  leaving  it  when  engaged,  shall  be  taken  up 
ws  a  vagabond,  and  every  muster  who  has  oflered  such  idle  person 
service  and  labour  shall  be  entitlpd  to  bring  him  before  two  justices 
of  the  peace,  who  "  shiill  imedialelye  cawse  the  suide  loylerer  to 
be  marked  with  an  whott  Iron  in  the  brest  the  niarke  of  V,  and 
adjudge  the  saide  parsoiie  li«'ing  so  Idelye  to  such  presentor  to  bo 
hia  Slave,  to  have  and  to  holde  the  said  Slave  to  him  his  executors 
or  aasignes  for  the  space  of  twoo  yeres  then  next  following."  The 
slave  is  to  be  fed  on  bread  and  wat^r  or  small  drink  and  such 
refuse  meats  as  the  muster  thinks  fit,  lie  is  to  be  caused  to 
work  by  beating,  chaining,  or  otherwise,  in  whatever  work  he 
may  be  put  to.  however  vile  it  may  be.  If  such  slave  runs  away 
his  master  may  purnue  him,  und  puuitth  him  with  chains  and 
beating ;  and  if  he  bringx  him  before  two  justices  of  the  |)eace 
iliey  are  empowered  to  cauee  him  to  be  marked  on  the  forehead 
or  bull  of  the  cheek  with  a  hot  iron  with  the  sign  of  an  S.    The 
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master  can  recover  illO  uad  costs  from  any  i>ue  knowingly  detain- 
ing hia  eIoto.  A  slave  runtUDg  away  a  »ecuDd  timo  is  to  Buffor 
pains  of  death  as  a  felon.  Clurks  convict,  if  entitled  to  benefit  of 
purgation,  are  only  to  serve  as  slaves  one  year,  and  if  not  entitled 
to  purgation  for  tivc  years.  They  are  liable  to  the  aame  penalUea 
mil  other  Togabonds,  except  that  they  are  exempt  from  burning  in 
Cfao  brptutt.  Infont  beggars  above  five  and  under  fourteen  may 
be  forcibly  taken  as  apprcuticce  or  servants  and  kepi,  males  till 
twenty-four,  femalee  till  twenty.  If  they  run  away  they  become 
•lavM.  Muitters  are  empowered  to  let,  sell,  or  give  the  «cr\'ico9  of 
«uch  cbtldrcn.  Fathers,  mothers,  nuraca,  or  hcarordabout  of  such 
children,  who  .<Acal  such  children  from  their  service  are  to  become 
ilave*  for  life  to  the  master  of  tbc  child. 

All  vagabonds  vho  are  not  taken  into  any  service  are  to  be 
niarkod  on  the  breast  irith  a  V  with  a  hot  iron,  and  then  sent  to 
ibeir  birthpluce  with  a  pass  in  the  following  form  : — 

"  A-  B.,  Justice  of  Peflcc  in  the  Countie  of  S,  to  the  Mayor  or 
cheif  officer  of  the  Citie  of  (Q.)  yf  it  be  a  citie,  or  to  the  hedde 
Boroughe  Bailief  or  Constable,  or  hedd  officer  of  the  Towne  of  Q.  yf 
ii  be  a  towne,  or  to  the  Constable  or  Tytbing-mau  of  the  Village  of 
C.  yf  it  be  a  village,  greting  ;  According  to  a  most  godlie  Statute 
made  in  the  first  yere  of  tho  Kcignc  of  our  Sovemigne  Lord  King 
IMvarde  the  Sixte  &c.  We  have  taken  this  bearer  I.  K. 
Tagrauntlie  and  to  tho  evill  exuiuple  of  others  withowt  Master 
■ervtce  or  labor  wherby  to  got  hia  living  going  loytering 
idellie  abowt :  and  beciiute  tho  same  saiethe  he  was  home  in  C. 
in  the  Countie  of  S.  wlierof  youo  ar  the  betide  officer  or  constable 
wc  have  aeot  him  to  youe  to  be  ordered  according  to  the  purporte 
and  cfTecte  of  the  aume  statute :  and  with  this  wTiting  shall 
deliver  the  same  lojterer  lo  the  Constahles  or  other  bed  officer  of 
the  saide  Citie  Towne  or  Village  w*herin  suchc  loytcrer  was  taken 
to  be  saufelie  conveyed  by  them  to  the  next  constable,  and  so 
from  conestables  to  contitablcs  and  other  hedd  officers  til  he  or  tihe 
be  brought  lo  the  place  to  which  he  or  she  hath  named  themselfe 
l«  be  borne  in,  and  then  to  bo  delivered  to  the  hedd  officer  or 
ConMable  of  tho  same  Citie  Borough  or  Towne  Village  hamlett  or 
parishr.  there  to  bo  Dourinhed  and  kepte  of  the  same  Citie  Towno 
or  Village  in  chaj-ne»  either  at  the  Comen  workes  in  amending 
higbe  waios  or  other  Comeu  worke,  or  from  man  to  man  in  order 
til  tbeie  which  mav  beare  be  equallie  charged,  to  bo  slave  to  the 
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corjjoraain  of  the  Citie  or  to  tho  inhabitaonts  of  the  Towno  or 
Village  that  he  or  she  wero  borne  in,  after  all  suchc  formo  con- 
diron  space  of  yercs  orders  panishments  for  runnini;^  nwaic  and 
all  others  us  are  expree«ed  of  a  comon  or  private  parsoiio  to  whomo 
anv  suche  loyterer  is  «djudp:ed  a  slave  ;  and  tho  saido  Citic  Towno 
or  A'iUage  shull  see  the  BEiide  Slave  being  hablo  to  labour  sett  on 
fforko  and  not  live  idclie  within  the  saidc  precincts,  uppon  payno 
that  for  everio  soche  dcfauUc  that  tho  said  Slave  doth  live  idellje 
by  tho  defaulto  of  the  Oitio  Borougc  or  Tomie  or  Vyllag*  by  tho 
Bpacc  of  three  worlting  dales  to  gcther  the  Citio  to  forfaictc  five 
poundes,  a  Boroughc  or  Townc  Incorporate  fourtic  «hillingii  and 
other  Towne  or  Vyllugo  Twentic  Shilling*,  whereof  the  one  halfo 
to  tho  King  our  Sonvcraigno  Lorde,  the  other  to  him  that  will  sue 
for  th©  same  in  anny  of  the  Kioga  Courtoa  of  Records  by  bill 
Infomiaajn,  or  Action  of  debt©  in  the  which  suit©  no  eaaoyne 
wager  of  Lawe  or  protection  shuU  bo  allowed." 

Citiea,  Ac,  are  empowered  to  lot  or  im*11  such  slaves.  Vagalionda 
declaring  a  false  place  of  birth  are  to  he  branded  on  the  face  with 
an  S  and  bewme  Htaves  there.  Foreigners  being  vagrants  are  to 
be  treated  aa  Knglish  idle  porflons,  except  that  they  are  not  to  be 
murketl  on  tho  breast  or  face.  Tbcy  are  to  be  sent  to  tho  next 
port,  and  there  kept  at  work  until  they  can  be  conveyed  to  their 
own  country  at  tho  espeuso  of  tho  inhabitants  of  tho  port. 

The  impotent  poor  are  to  be  provided  with  lodging  at  the 
cost  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  birthplace,  and  no  others  are  to  be 
allowed  to  beg  there  under  a  penalty  of  IDs.  for  every  three  daya 
each  person  begs  there,  the  penalty  being  recoverablo  from  the 
head  officer  of  tho  place.  OiHccra  arc  to  examine  and  rcmovo 
beggars  monthly  to  thoir  places  of  bij'th  or  i-esidcnce.  All  aged" 
poor  able  to  work  are  to  bo  employed,  and  a  weekly  collection  of 
charity  is  to  be  made  at  church  on  Sunday. 

Perwns  to  whom  beggars  are  to  be  adjudged  as  slavea  are 
authorised  to  put  a  ring  of  iron  about  their  necks,  arma.  or  legs. 
Any  person  hi-lping  to  take  this  ring  off  without  the  permiaaioa 
of  tho  master  forfeits  £10. 

Two  years  afterwards  Sir  John  Cheke.  himself  attests  the  failure 
of  this  Act  in  a  little  work  styled  the  "  Hurt  of  Sedicion  howe 
greveous  it  is  to  a  communo  welth,"  written  at  the  time  of  Keti'n 
rebellion  in  1540.  He  atka,  "What  say  ye  to  y"  numbre  of 
vagabondes  and  loitring  beggcrs,  whicho  after  y*  overthrow  of 
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yonr  campe  and  Bcatorin;^  of  this  seditious  numbro,  wyl  sivarme  in 
erery  corner  of  the  roalmo  and  not  only  lie  loytoring  under 
ludgM,  but  also  standc  sturdcli  in  cities,  and  boggo  boldly  at 
every  dore,  leaving  Libour  which  they  like  not,  and  folowing 
idleueea  which  tht-y  should  not.  For  every  nmn  la  ea««ly  und 
naturally  brought  from  labour  to  ease,  from  the  better  to  the 
wone,  frume  diligence  to  slouthfulneH,  and  after  warrea  it  is  oom- 
monelye  sene,  that  a  great  number  of  those  whiche  wente  out 
honest,  retume  home  againe  Uke  roistera  and  as  though  they  wer« 
burnt  to  the  warres  botome,  they  have  all  their  lyfe  after  an 
unsftTery  smacke  therof,  and  amel  Btil  towarde  daicBlepers,  purse 
pikcn,  highwaie  robbera,  quarelmakers,  ye  and  bluudshedcrs  to. 
Do  we  not  as  comunely  in  thende  of  warres  more  robbing  mure 
begging  more  murdering  tlicn  before,  aud  those  to  stand  in  the 
high  wai  to  oske  their  aJmes  whom  ye  be  afraied  to  say  nai  unto 
honettly,  lest  ihoy  take  it  awayo  frome  yon  violcntlye,  and  have  more 
CMsae  to  suBpccto  their  strength,  then  pitio  their  iicdc.  Is  it  not 
tiien  doilyo  hearde,  how  men  be  not  onlye  pursued,  but  utterly 
^wiled,  and  fewe  may  ride  safe  by  the  kingo's  waie,  cxccpto  they 
lyde  iitr**nge,  not  so  muclie  for  feare  of  their  ^roodea,  whicho  meniie 
iMtcme  l&we,  hut  ul»o  for  duungt^r  of  their  lyfc,  which  overye  man 
loveth.  Worbe  ia  undone  at  homo,  and  loiterers  linger  in  sfreten, 
lurk  in  ale  houses,  range  in  highewaies,  ruHaunte  beggcm  play  in 
tounos,  and  yet  complainc  of  ncodo,  whose  atafie  if  it  be  once  hoat 
in  their  hande,  or  aluggiahnes  hrod  tn  their  bosome,  they  wil 
nerer  be  allured  to  labour  againe,  contenting  themselves  better 
with  idle  beggary,  then  with  honest  and  profitable  labour.  And 
what  more  noi»om  beastea  be  in  a  comune  wealth  ?  Branes  in 
hivea  aucke  oute  the  honte,  a  tmul  matter,  hut  yet  to  bo  lokod  ou 
bi  good  huebandee,  caterpillers  destroye  the  fruite,  an  hurtefuU 
thinge  and  well  shyfled  for,  by  a  diligente  overseer.  Diverse 
vermiue  deatroy«  come,  hyll  polleyae,  enginnes  and  snares  be 
made  for  theiu. 

"But  what  ia  a  loyterer?  A  sucker  of  bonyo,  a  spoyWr  of 
Dome,  a  destroyer  of  fruite.  Nsye  a  waster  of  money,  a  spoyler  of 
vytuile,  a  auuker  of  bloud,  a  breaker  of  orders,  a  seker  of  hrookea, 
ft  qnellor  of  lyfe,  a  basiliske  of  the  comune  wealibc,  whiche  by 
compuiie  and  syght  docth  poyson  the  whole  contrcyo.  uud  staiiietb 
bonestc  myndes  wylb  the  infection  of  his  venimo,  aud  so  druweth 
the  commune  wealthe  to  deuthe  aud  destruction. 
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^  "Such  is  the  fruitoB  of  your  laboure  ucd  travayle  for  your  pre- 
teosed  commuue  wealthe,  whicb  justice  woldu  no  man  shuuM 
taste  of  but  yourstlves,  that  yo  mygbte  truelye  judge  of  your 
owne  miachiefe,  autl  fraye  other  by  example  frome  preeumyngii 
the  lyke. 

"  Wlieii  wee  se  a  greet  number  of  fiyes  in  a  yerc,  we  nutarallye 
judge  lykc  tu  bee  u  great  plage ;  and  having  bo  great  a  swarminge 
of  Uiytenuge  vagabondes,  readie  to  beg'gv  and  braule  at  every 
manneH  doore,  wliiuh  dechiro  a  greater  infectiou,  cna  we  not  looke 
for  a  grevouser  and  purilouser  daunger  then  the  pluge  is  F  " 

On  tbe  (itli  of  August  of  this  year  u  proclaiuattoo  was  issued 
for  the  inhibition  of  all  comnion  playcra  and  phtya.  on  the  ground 
that  they  "  do  (or  the  mosto  part  plaie  Bucho  Interludes  as  contain 
matter  tendyng  to  sedicion  and  cont^mpnyng  of  sunder^'  good 
ordon  and  lawe-s,  where  upon  are  growen,  and  are  likc-ly  to  gruwe 
and  ensue,  mucho  disquiet,  division,  tumoltca,  and  upronres  in  this 
roulmo."  This  inhibition  is  directed  agtiinat  any  kind  of  interlude, 
play,  or  dialogue,  in  any  place  public  or  privotc,  and  is  to  lost 
fWnn  the  9th  of  August  until  the  feast  of  All  Saints  next  coming. 

This  va3  followed  by  au  order  from  the  King  to  "  certain  special 
men  in  the  Shires  where  tumults  and  risings  huve  been,"  directing 
the  proclamation  against  idle  vagabonds  to  be  stnctiy  enforced  and 
stirrers  up  of  tumults  to  be  hanged  without  delay. 

The  next  enactment  on  the  subject  of  vagrancy  is  tbe  ij  &  4 
£dw.  VI.,  o.  10  (I'549-50),  which  commences  by  reciting: — 
"Forasmutihc  as  it  is  DotoryoufiIye»een  andknowen,  that  Vacabonds 
and  Beggars  doo  duilye  encreace  within  this  the  King's  Jlighues 
Realmo  in  to  \eiye  gre»t  numbres,  cbieflye  by  oocatiou  of  idlenes* 
mother  and  rooto  of  all  vyees,  wherby  doo  insuo  contynualt  thefts 
murthers  conspiracies  and  other  sondrye  heynous  otfences,  and 
partelyo  for  that  the  good  and  holsome  lawes  and  statutes  of  this 
Realme,  halh  not  byn  putt  in  dewc  execution,  and  partelyo  allso  by 
reaaui  of  the  multitude  of  ihe  saroc  (thextri-miue  of  aomc  whcraf 
have  byn  occatiou  ihut  they  have  not  been  putt  in  use)."  It 
then  proceedti  to  rciM-'ul  the  1  Edw.  VI.,  c,  3,  and  revives  the 
2'i  Hen.  VIII.,  c  12,  and  enacts  in  addition  thtit  luliourers  refus- 
ing to  work  nhnll  be  punishod  as  vaguhonds ;  that  the  sick  and 
aged  poor  shul!  bo  relieved  by  the  parishes  whore  they  were  Ijorn 
and  not  auffcrod  to  beg  ;  that  the  aged  poor  able  to  work  shall  be 
employed ;  that  the  leprous  and  bedridden  poor  sliall  not  he  forced 
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to  remoTe,  and  th«t  ihey  may  be  allowed  to  uppoiat  proctors  t-o  b^ 
for  them  ;  that  the  Lord  Chuneellor  may  grunt  coiumistiioQs  to 
leproue  people*  and  to  pensous  who  buvu  hud  tlit-'ir  houses  or  barns 
burnt  to  gather  alms.  Chitdreu  between  the  ageu  of  Hve  and 
fourteen  may  be  taki'ii  from  beggars  by  any  one  willing  to  keep 
them,  and  if  such  children  run  away  they  are  to  be  ])uiiiKhed  by 
being  put  in  the  stocks.  Justices  may  discharge  such  children 
from  service  on  miseuiiduct  of  the  muster,  and  foreign  beggars  arc 
ordered  to  be  removed  to  their  own  countries. 

With  the  apparent  object  of  providing  more  efRcient  means  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  another  statute  (6  &  ij  Fdw.  VI.,  c.  2, 
16ol-2)  was  passed  in  the  succeeding  year,  by  which  the 
2-2  Hen.  VUL.  c.  12,  and  the  3  &  4  Edw.  VI.,  c.  16.  are  eon- 
finned,  and  two  or  more  collectors  of  alms  are  ordered  to  be 
chosen  in  each  city,  town,  parish,  &c.,  and  the  -dims  are  to  be 
dunibuted  weekly  to  the  poor  and  impotent.  The  mode  of 
collection  prescribed  ia  for  the  collectors,  on  the  Sundny  after 
WbiiBun  Sunday,  when  the  people  arc  at  church,  "  to  gently  ask 
of  erery  man  and  woman  what  they  of  their  charity  will  give 
weekly  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor,"  and  the  same  is  to  ho 
written  in  a  book.  If  any  person  being  able  should  obstinately 
and  frowardly  refuse  to  give  towards  the  help  of  the  poor,  or 
wilfully  discourage  others  from  doing  so,  the  parson  and  church- 
wardens arc  gently  to  exhort  him,  and  if  he  will  not  bj  bo 
porsoaded,  then  the  bishop  is  to  send  for  him  to  induce  and 
permade  him.  The  collectors  are  to  bo  chosen  by  the  parishioneni, 
ukd  B  penalty  of  2(la  is  imposed  on  any  ono  who  refuses  the  ofliue. 

Immediately  after  Ibis  tinkers  and  pedlars  appear  to  have 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  authorities,  and  fallen  under  their  ban 
as  troubloaomc  vagrants. 

The  5  &  6  Kdw.  VI.,  c.  21  (]5oI-2).  recites  that  "  Tynkera, 
Pfldlen  and  such  like  vagnint  persones  are  mure  burtfull  then 
neeeMario;"  and  enactH  that  none  such  shall  travel  from  place  to 
place  without  license  from  two  justices,  under  penalty  of  fourteen 
days'  imprisonment. 

On  the  2^th  April,  lOul,  a  further  proclamation  was  issued 
"for  the  reformacLon  of  Vagnbondes,  tellers  of  newes,  sowers 
of  aedicious  rumours,  players,  and  printers  without  license  & 
dinert  other  disordred  persons."  In  this  the  King  "is  moste 
■ory,  and  earnestly  from  the  botom  of  his  hnrte  doth  lament,  and 
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Ro  dooe  all  K»  counBailors  to  hcnr«  and  »e  many  of  bit  sabiectes  to 
abuse  daylj  by  their  vicious  and  corrupt  conuersatiotu,  that  naost 
precioui  Juoll  tbo  wordc  of  god,  and  by  their  licenctou«  behauiora, 
leudo  and  s«diciuus  Uilkes,  boldely  and  preBumptuously  without 
fearo  either  of  goddea  plague  or  the  swearde  of  their  Priuco,  to 
breake  coatinuully  the  Lawes  and  statutes  of  tho  rcalme."  It  tben 
proceeds  to  s»y  th»t  "  the  great  fault  for  the  contiouaunoG  of  the 
people  in  euill  hath  prweded  for  want  of  execution  of  tbo  good 
Lawe«  and  statutes  of  the  realme,  and  especially  the  stututcH  uiude 
agsiiut  vaguboundcss  rnlaufull  games,  tellers  of  newcs,  Inuentors 
of  tales  and  rumors,  vnlauful  u.s»euibles,  riotes,  rowtcs,  huntinges, 
fisbinges,  sbotiug  in  handgonnes,  and  Croesebowes,  keping  of  ale 
housee,  eating  of  flesh  on  tiidi  duics,  regratorSt  forBtallers,  breakers 
of  (border  of  religion  and  sundry  other  like  statutes.  .  .  .  And 
for  the  hotter  aduoiding  of  ol  suebe  inconuenionces,  bis  tnuiestie 
straightly  chargeth  and  commaiindcth  all  Justicca,  Mayors,  Shirifes, 
baylifes.  Constables,  Uedboroughcs,  Tithing  men,  and  al  other 
Officers  and  ministers  of  what  estate,  degree,  or  condieion  soeuer 
they  be,  from  honccfurth  to  lokc  to  their  ofiices,  and  earnestly, 
trulr,  and  vprightly,  to  execute  and  se  executed,  ol  his  maieslie'a 
Lavs,  Statutes,  and  proclamutions  .  .  .  And  for  becaui^e  that  within 
the  oitie  of  London,  ther  is  at  this  present  a  great  number  of  idle 
persons  &.  masteries  men,  which  nek  rather  by  Idlcnes  &  mis- 
chief to  Hue  by  other  mens  labours  &  industries  the  to  trauail 
by  any  paynes  takyng,  to  line  like  good  and  obedient  membres  of 
the  comon  wclth  :  llts  mutesty  straightlye  chargetb  and  com- 
maundeth  all  maner  of  Tagnboun<les,  and  masterle-s  men,  vpou  the 
painen,  not  onelle  all  ready  appoynted  by  the  Lawes  and  Statutes 
mode  for  suube  maner  of  menoe,  but  also  vpon  suche  payues  as 
bis  maieetie  may  and  wil  urdaine  to  be  inflicted  vpou  them,  by 
his  prerugatiue  royal,  to  depnrte  al  ."Uche  out  of  the  citie  of 
London,  and  tbo  suburbes  ot  the  same,  within  liii  dayes  after  tfa« 
making  of  this  pi-oclamation  home  to  the  place  where  thi-y  wer 
borne,  or  wher  they  baue  dwt^U  last  thre  yeres  within  tbo  realme* 
goyng  at  the  leattt  vii  miles  a  day  (if  they  haue  so  farru  to  go 
from  London)  and  pasting  not  aboue  it  or  ill  or  iiii  at  tho  rooete 
in  a  company,  and  not  to  abide  aboue  one  night  in  a  place,  till 
tbcy  come  home  (except  cause  of  sicknes,  the  same  caui^e  to  be 
allowed  by  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  dvi'clling  next  to  the  place 
where  he  or  they  shul  fortune  to  be  sickc).     And  that  al  vaga- 
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bonden,  and  masteries  raon  in  al  otbor  pkcoB,  within  this  rcalrap, 
shall  b1«i  within  iiii  diiyos  aflor  tho  making  of  this  proclamation 
in  the  next  inar)(ft  towno,  whero  they  shal  fortuno  to  bo,  dopiirta 
Ukeviae  to  tho  place  where  thoy  were  borne,  or  lu«t  dwelled  thro 
yeres  within  the  realtne,  without  lonffor  tariong  by  the  uraj,  or 
gtiing'  mo  in  company  toj^ethcr,  or  fewer  milca  in  u  day,  ih*>n 
■foTMaid :  And  vpon  like  paynen  as  is  aforesayd  for  them  which 
dppute  from  Ix>ndon."  The  prorlamatJon  then  prohihtts  Printors, 
Booksellers,  and  Players  of  Intorludes  from  printing  any  matter 
vithmit  tho  permisaion  in  writing  of  tho  King  or  his  Privy 
Coancil  upon  pain  of  imprimnment  without  hail  or  mainprise. 
Oomnion  players  or  others  are  forbidden  up^n  like  pains  to  play 
any  manner  of  interlude,  play,  or  matter  without  special  license 
in  writing  from  his  5faje«ty  or  six  of  his  Privy  Council. 

In  the  year  1040  the  regulation  of  the  Borders  again  formed 
the  flubject  of  a  convention  between  the  Govemraent«  of  England 
and  Scotland,  and  it  was  provided  by  Article  7  of  the  Treaty  of 
Perpetoal  Peace  then  concluded — 

"That  neither  of  the  Princes  by  any  means  shall  receive,  or 
permit  by  their  mibjectj)  to  be  received,  any  Murthercrs,  Thieves, 
Sobben,  Run-a-ways,  Ii<.?bel8,  or  any  othor  evil  Dot^rs  whatsoever, 
which  do  decline  unto  any  Place  from  the  natoral  ol>edienoe  of 
their  IVince  ;  but  within  Ten  days'  next,  and  immwliaiely  follow- 
iei^  mder,  that  one  of  the  Princes  bath  been  required  hy  the  Letter 
of  ihe  other  Prince,  of  the  which  such  malefactor  is  subject,  or  by 
hia  Deputy  he  shall  cause  to  be  delivurwl,  to  the  bringer  of  such 
Letter  orReqaeet,  the  said  Murtherers,  Thieves,  Kobbers  or  Evil- 
doera. 

The  reign  of  STtrrtf  opens  with  an  Aot  (1  Marim,  st.  2,  c.  13, 
1553)  for  continuing  in  force  the  5  &&  Edw.  VI.,  o.  3.  Thia 
wai  ahortlr  followed  by  an  Act  for  the  punishment  of  gypsies 
I  (1  A  2  Phil.  &  Mar.,  c  1). 

On  the  18th  of  Augnst,  1553,  the  Queen  issued  a  proclama- 
tion forbidding  the  playing  of  interludes  without  her  spocial 
Uoenso  in  writing,  "  rpon  paync  to  inourre  her  highncsse  indig- 
nation and  displeasure." 

Thii  was  followed  on  the  17th  of  September,  1654,  by  a  pro- 
clamation in  the  City  of  London,  which  ordered  "  that  all  vaga- 
boods  and  maisterlesso  men,  as  well  strangers  as  Englishmen, 
■bould  departe  the  citio  within  five  daies:  and  strictUe  charging 
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oil  in  hoW£?rB,  rittrlerH.  tiiTernore  and  ale-houBckeepera,  with  all 
ihikt  8oM  vitU>lH,  that  they  (after  the  said  five  duics)  should  nok 
eell  anie  ment,  drinke,  or  anie  kind  of  viti^U  or  relcefe  to  anii 
servingniaii  vhatwcver,  unlesse  he  brought  a  testimoniale  frtitn 
his  maister  Ut  declare  vhose  servant  he  is,  and  wore  in  continuall 
household  with  hia  aaid  maister,  upon  |KL!ue  to  ninne  in  danger^ 
of  the  law  if  they  offend  herein."  * 

This  was  no  doubt  rendered  necessary  by  the  insurrectionary 
Dpiril  which  wfus  tht«n  abroad  owing  to  the  unpopularity  of  the 
Spanish  marriage  and  the  rigoroua  cuforcemeDt  of  the  ecclesiaatical 
luwiii,  as  well  as  i-o  sympathy  with  the-  sufferers  under  Wyat'a 
insurrection. 

Disease)  deformity,  and  wounds  have  always  proved  a  most 
Iruitfui  stoek-ia- trade  for  the  beggar,  eo  much  »o  indoed  that  the 
afHictod  rarely  care  to  be  cured.  WilUam  Turitcr,  in  his  "  Nnc 
booke  of  SjnriluaU  ph}/>ick,"  thus  expatiates  upon  this  pervei 
propensity  in  the  year  1355  ; — 

"  When  as  of  late  yearee  I  praotitsed  bodely  phlsick  in  Eug- 
lande,  in  my  lurde  of  Sumerecttes  bouae,  diuers  sick  beggcra  came 
vnto  me,  &.  not  knowyng  that  I  waa  a  phisician,  asked  of  me 
myue  almoae.  To  whom  I  offered  to  heale  their  diaeusea  (or 
Goddes  sake.  But  they  went  by  and  by  uwayo  Irom  me,  and 
iroldo  none  of  that.  For  they  hud  muche  Icuer  bo  aick  styll  with 
raiu>  and  ydlenes,  then  to  be  hole  &  with  great  payiie  and  labour, 
to  corne  honcatlv  theyr  lyuing." 

Tho  22  Hen'  VIll.,  c.  12.  and  the  3  &  4  Edw.  VI.,  o.  16, 
were  confirmed  in  1555  by  2  &  iJ  Phil.  &  Mar.,  c  5,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amondmenls : — 

On  aomc  day  in  Christmas  collectors  of  alms  arc  to  be 
appointed  yearly  in  each  parish  who  are  to  solicit  and  distribute 
alms  weekly.  Collectors  refusing  to  act  ore  subjected  to  a 
penalty  of  'lOs. 

Persona  refusing  to  give  are  to  be  gently  exhorted  to  do  so  by 
the  parson,  vicar,  or  curate  and  churchwardens  ;  if  this  persuasion 
fails  the  bishop  of  the  diocuNe  or  the  ordinary  of  the  pluco  is  to 
Bend  for  them,  to  induce  tlicni  to  extend  "  their  charitco  aa  in 
this  acte  is  well  ment  and  intended,  and  so  according  to  diacre- 
tion  to  lake  order  for  the  charitable  reformaron  of  every  aucho 
obstinate  peraoD." 

*  Uoliuftlied. 
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Gift*  by  King  Henry  VIII.  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are  to 
be  duly  applied. 

Whore  the  poor  m  any  parish  are  too  numerous  for  relief,  the 
jostioea  aro  oinpoworcd  upon  proper  roproaentation  to  iiDenM 
Ottrtoin  of  them  to  W}*  outiiidc  the  parish  ;  tho  license  to  state  the 
exact  limita  within  which  ibo  poor  poraon  is  authorised  to  report, 
and  if  he  irunsgres^es  these  limits  ho  is  to  bo  panishod  iindor  the 
•tatute22  Hen.  VIII.,  and  hia  liconBo  taken  from  him.  Buj^^^hth  so 
liosEBed  are  ordered  to  wear  badges  *  to  bo  provided  by  the 
mayor  or  head  officer,  both  on  the  breiist  and  back  of  his  upper- 
raoet  garment.  All  sunin  gathered  in  London  ore  to  be  paid  to 
and  distrtbated  by  Christ's  Ho(;pital.  The  duration  of  the  Act 
lis  limited  to  the  end  of  the  seasion  of  the  next  Parliitment, 
hot  it  was  oontinued  by  the  4  &  5  Phil.  &  Mar.,  c.  9  (1557), 
becauae  it  had  been  found  "  good  and  beneficiall  for  the  Common 
vealthe  of  thiaBoalme."  At  Cambridge,  in  this  year,  "  the  vaga- 
lundn,  nanghtie  an  joUy  perttons,"  are  atated  to  be  "  farr  more 
in  nnmbre  then  hath  been  iu  tjmos  past." 

•  Th«  tiinuat  men,  inBtilutcd  by  Henry  VII.  to  pmy  for  bifl  "good  and 
pn»|Mmiiu  Ktotc,"  wore  a  guwa  aud  buud,  on  which  wiu  unbroidtirvd  a 
•*  »n>chyii  "  aiirt  a  red  ro«e  cmwnwl  and  embroidered  thereupon,"  lut  H{i[irjini 
Inm  aa  ind«uturv  amon^t  thu  lIurlL'iuii  MSS.  uiado  butwciL'a  the  Kin)*  aiul 
•lohu  Ulipp,  AliIioL  uf  St.  iVl<.-r^M,  WcHlmirixUT.  A  Hiinilar  diuw  iif  iilmHnirn, 
caUnl  Kin^'ik  Beiliaiinen  or  BUiejpjwns,  were  dcpuudent  on  tho  JtcoLcli  kiu^*, 
■B']  wons  1"  diiliiiuuixbing  hnd;;i?*,  a  cltukk  <>t  oj^nm  clulli  ttf  a  li^hl  blii<< 
kCuliiR  and  a  pewter  bad^e. 
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Arc««Aion  of  Elizabctli — Lri(iH]ation  against  vngaliond*— AttenpU  to  aettl«  tite 
rate  of  vrm:^':*— QvncniL  iiikIh  ei-iircb  for  vagulonds,  ^^fggh!*.  aad  oyi^iet^ 
ActiuQ  al'  ihf  Cily  of  IauuI.hi — Oiilera  by  Uii;  Lonl  Mi»yot  and  Aluemieti— 
RvtiiniM  uf  viii>niiit/i  iiii]ii\'ln.'mli;il — Rcucwwl  Iti^iaLiU'iii— Linindes  lo  b«y — 
8ir  John  More  on  IrUli  ami  WoUh  ra^humla^e — The  |iriifili^*n<  of  Ji  jm 
Dtituiii  imd  his  Iioitt— Cuu*M  of  the  It^idsUoa  npiiiisL  eiji^jc  pinyers  ainl 
iK-jirwunU— [ii^i^HrM  ill  Kutli  ami  Baxtoo—  Beni-vriTi)  »nin:ii  fur  v^i^nlairLiU 
^Filial  iiiiLtiumiA.<iii>n  of  band  eUves — Reprcauon  of  vii^^ncv  in  the  city 
— Inteniul  niuuaK')iui">^  "f  boium  of  cortn-liun — NuihVxt  yf  ixrjii«  nnil 
vai^bonds — Repreisive  meaanrae  in  tbe  City — Tr«aimL'nt  <if  v«;;nint^  ni 
tbe  hiin«;  of  ft  gn-st  nobleman— ProcUinntioDi*  nijuirint  vii;:iiuits — Furtht^ 
li-UiMatmn^^ttinll  ti-nwiirnU  nini  iHXfnm — OlnBT^-.-tiui-  nf  fi»li  ilnvn 
eiijiiiiiHl  an  a  inraiifi  nf  preventing  iillenci« — StaU;  of  vaijaboniiifini  in  l-'iM.J 
—  I 'iirthpr  I(?[^)atton  for  the  mlicf  of  the  ]ii>or  and  rvprvnioD  of  vagrancy^ 
— Tbc  Border  laws — Begging  soldien  and  miuiueiv. 

We  now  come  to  the  reljB^  of  Elizabeth,  a  reign  distingninhtfd' 
l»y  tlie  wisdom  of  tho  Queen's  counciUors,  and  bj-  the  wisdom  of  i 
tbe  Queen  in  accepting  such  councillon. 

The  first  Act  of  this  reign    on   the  subject  of  vagrancy  in- 
tho  6  Eliz..  c.  3  (1562-3).  which  confirms  the  22  Hon.  VIII.,| 
o.  12,  and  3  and  4  Edw.  YI.,  c.  Itf,  and  praoticully  re-enacts  tho  I 
2  and  3  Phil,  and  Har..  c.  5,  with  the  following  differences.  Col- 
k'ctors  of  alms  are  to  bo  appointed  on  the  Sunday  afUtr  Hid-^^ 
(tuinmer  day :  the  penalty  on  coLlectors  refusing  to  serre  is  in-^| 
oreoBod  to  £10.     Recalcitrant  ulmsgiTers  vrho  refuse  to  give  on 
tbe  solicitation  of  the  bishop  are  bound  under  a  penalty  of  £10 
to  appear  at  the  next  general  session  of  justices,  where  they  may 
be  aesesscd  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  on  refusal  to  pay,  may  | 
be  imprisoned  until  they  do  pay. 

When  the  poor  arc  too  numerous  to  be  rclicTcd  by  the  parish,] 
the  justices  are  empowered  lo  liccnso   them  to  beg  outride  the 
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riali.  The  HcoDse  is  to  state  the  exact  limits  within  which  tho 
}T  pursoD  is  authorised  to  reaort,  and  if  ho  tntnitgrcsMie  these 
h'mits  he  18  to  be  puniahod  under  the  statute  2'i  Ilea.  VI 11.  and  hia 
litvnse  tukcn  from  him.  Beggars  so  licensed  are  ordered  to  wear 
bulges  to   bo  provided  by  the  mnvor  or  head  officer  both  on  the 

Ibreoet  and  buck  of  t}icir  uppermost  garment. 
I  This  vu  enccoodod  by  oDother  Act  (5  KHz.  o.^  4,  l&Q'i-S)  whieh 
ptiy  be  regaided  as  its  corollary,  as  it  aims  at  compelling  every 
kble-bodied  person  to  work.  Wages  ore  to  be  settled  annually  by 
the  justices  in  sosAion,  aided  by  such  discreet  and  grave  persons 
as  thoy  shall  think  meet.  It  further  enact*, — 
"Thatnoneof  thesaidreteyncdperaonfttnlluabandrye,  orin  any 
io  Artes  or  Sciences  above  rcmcmbred,  after  the  tyme  of  hia 
6tejn</  expired,  shall  departs  foorthc  of  one  Cytye  Towiie  or 
^srishe  to  another,  nor  out  of  the  Lathe  Rape  Wapentake  or  Hua- 
Irrd,  nor  out  of  the  Countie  or  Shire  where  hce  loHt  served,  to 
Bfve  in  any  other  Citie  Towne  Corporate  Lathe  Rape  Wupent^ike 
[oDdred  Shiere  or  Countie  onles  he  have  a  Testimoniall  under 
16  Setde  of  the  said  Citie  orTowne  Corporate,  or  of  the  ConBtable 
%-  Constables  or  other  Ilead  officer  or  Officers  and  of  two  other 
iDDest  Housholders  of  tho  Citio  Towne  or  parieho  where  he 
■t  served,  declaring  his  laufull  departure,  and  tho  name  of  the 
lisTp  and  Place  where  ho  dwelk-d  lu^t  before  bis  departure, 
>rdingto  the  Forme  hereafter  cxprosscd  in  this  actc. 
"That  no  person  or  porsoiu  that  shall  departe  out  of  Service 
iteteyned  or  accepted  into  any  other  Service,  w%ut  shewing 
fore  his  B«teyno'  suche  Tcstimoniall  as  is  above  remembred,  to 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Towne  Corporate,  and  in  every  other 
twad  place  to  the  Cunsiable  Curate  Chiin:bowan]en  or  other 
['jDAoer  of  the  same  where  he  shalbee  rctoyiK'd  to  serve ;  upon 
lie  payne  that  every  suche  aervaote  so  departing  w%ut  such 
srtiHcate  or  TeMtimimiaU  uhulbee  imprywmcxl  uiitill  he  procure  a 
twtimoniall  or  Certificate,  the  whiche  yf  hoc  cannot  doo  w"4n  tho 
spsoe  of  zxj  dnyes  next  after  the  first  daye  of  his  impryHonmenr, 
then  the  sayd  person  to  be  whipped  and  usedasaVagabondeacconK 
ig  to  the  Lawes  in  suohc  Cu^es  provided ;  and  that  every  person 
9Tninganysucheservauntew%ut  shewingsucheTestimonyallor 
f  as  ys  aforesjiid,  shall  forfiuto  for  every  suche  Offence  fy  ve 
And  yf  any  such  (Hjrwn  shalbe  taken  withe  any  countrc* 
ul«  or  forged  Tisliraoniull,  then  to  be  whipped  as  a  Vagaboundc- 
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That  yf  any  tServant  or  Apprentice  of  HiiBhaiitlryfi  or  of  any 

'  Arte  Science  or  occupacon  aforesuid,  unlawfully  departo  or  flye  into 

anye  other  Shire,  that  it  ahalbe  laufull  to  the  said  Justioea  of 

•  Peace  tind  to  the  said  Maiors  Bailiefos  and  other  llead  officers  of 

<  Cities  Towncs  Corporate   for  the  tymc  being  Jusiices  of  Peace 

there,  to  make  and  granto  Writte*  of  Capiaa,  »o  many  and  suche 

US  ehallie©  nedcfuU,  to  bo  directed  to  the  Shricfos  of  the  Counties  oti 

to  the  othora  Head  officer  of  the  Placca  wbiiher  »ucho  Son-antes  or' 

Appn^Dticc8  shall  so  dcparte  or  flye,  to  take  theyr  Bodiefl,  retume- 

■  able  before  them  at  what  tyme  shall  please  ibem,  «o  that  yf  thi-y 

'  come  by  suche  proeesse,  tliat  they  bee  put  iu  priaoue  tiU  they  ahull 

fiude  sufficient  suretie  well  and  honestlye  to  serre  their  M"'  Maiv 

Irostfea  or  Dames  from  thuy  ao  departed  or  Qeddo  according  to 

•  thorder  of  the  Lawe."* 
This  was  nliortly  followed  by  another  severe  euaotmeDt  agaiust 
the  gypsies  (5  Eliz.,  c.  30). 
^       On  the  Itith  May,  1559,  the  Queen  acting  in  continnancc  of 
^P  the  policy  dipphiyed  in  the  proclamations  of   ICdword  VI.  and 
Mary  against  stageplayers,  by  proclamation  forbid  all  manner  of 
interludes  to  bo  played  either  openly  or  privately,  "except  the 
Mimo  bo  notified  before  handc,  and  licenced  within  any  citio  or 
|H  towne  corporate  by  the  Maior  or  other  chiefe  officers  of  the  same, 
^V  and  within  any  shyro,  by  such  as  shidbe  Lieuetcmaunta  for  tho 
(^uccnos  Aliuostio  in  the  same  ahyre,  or  by  two  of  the  Justices  of 
peax,  inhubyting  within  that  part  of  tho  shire  where  any  shalbe 
played."     Offenders  are  to  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  fourteen 
days  or  more  as  can^e  ahall  need. 

kin  tho  year  15^9  the  northern  counties  were  in  a  disturbed 
ie  owing  to  the  disaffection  of  the  Oiitholics,   who   were  in 
pectation  of  a  papal  bull  for  the  deposition  of  the  Queen,  and  ua 
a  consequence  vagikbondage  increased  not  only  there  but  in  other 
^_  parts  of  tho  kingdom.    Str^^'pe  aays  of  thi^— 
H      "AnnoIo6!X 

^B     *'  As   the   queen   and  her  council  had  a  jealousy    of  certaia 

^^  that  went  about  in  the  north,  and  in  other  parts  of  tho  nation,  as 

vagabond!!,  beggars,  gamesters,  and  such  like,  whereof  thcro  were 

now  groat  store,  the  lords  of  the  council,  in  the  month  of  March 

•  The  2  and  3  EAvr.  VI.,  c.  Ifl  (Ifi»S-9),  imposes  penalties  on  buU-heis, 

baken,  &c.,  coiispirinf;  to  aell  victtuib  only  at  c«itain  prit'eo,  nud  on  nrufic«n 

rniupirin^  ii&  to  thi;  prict*  or  lime*  of  work.     The  3  nnd  4  Edw.  VI.  rnocU 

I  tlial  v'lirneynivn  clolhi^iii,  weateiv,  luilun>,  oiid  «liucitudiciB  uv   uut  lit  Iw 

lurvd  lui  lees  thaa  n  •|iiaru-i'  o(  n  yt-ar. 
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pftst«  hml  sent  to  the  high  shenff  of  Yorkshire,  to  inquire 
vagabonds  and  contmon  rogues,  and  to  puniith   tbcui,  and 
to  nuke  certificate  of  the  ttamu.     And  now  the  second  time,  in 
tho  month  of  June,  they  sent  a  larger  letter  to  the  said  sheriff 
and  the  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  redress  of,  and  taking  order 
about,  thiB  sort  of  people:  enjoining  this  courae  now  to  be  talcpn. 
First,  that  distributing  themselves,  with  the  help  of  other  inferior 
officers,'  to  cause  a  strict  search,  and  a  good  strong  watoh  to  begin 
on  Sundiijr  at  night,  about  nine  of  tho  clock  on  tho  lOth  of  July, 
iu  every  town,  village,  and  parish ;  and  to  continue  tho  sume  oU 
the  night,  until  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  tho  next  day. 
And  in  that  search,  to  apprehend  all  vagabonds,  sturdy  beggarn, 
commonly  culled  roguen  or  Eijyjitiane,  and  also  all  idle,  vagrant 
persons,  having  no  muster,  nor  no  certainty  how  and  whereby  to 
live  ;  and  them  to  be  imprisoned.     Bircctiona  were  also  given  for 
powports,  to  send  the^c  idle  persona  home  to  their  own  countriea. 
That  the  same  search  should  be  made  monthly  until  the  l^t  of 
November,  or  longer,  as  thoy  should  see  cause.     And  these  orders 
tbey  were  to  comraunicato  to  the  officers  of  every  corporate  town. 
Thej'  were  also  to  confer,  how  the  statutes  provided  for  avoiding 
all  unlawful  games,  and  cspocially  of  bowling,  and  maiutenanuu 
I  of  archery,  might  bo  speedily  and  roundly  executed.     And  that 
if  any  of  thumselvcB  were   guilty  hereof,   to  forbear  for   guud 
example'  sake ;  and  tliut  it  would  be  hard  fur  them  who   were 
justices  tu  observe  their  ouths,  if  tbey  should  commit  such  u[M!u 
hortful  offences  themselvcti,  which  ought  by  thorn  in  their  seSKidiiH 
to  be  inquired  of  aud  punished.     Thoy  warned,  that  by  no  lewd 
practices  of  evil  disposed,  crafty  persons,  passing  by  them  in  tlie 
night,  by  protences  of  watchwords,  or  tho  like  devices,  any  raising 
of  the  people  were  made,  a&  in  some  corners  of  the  realm  had 
baeo  attempted,  but  stayetl  by  the  wiser  men.     That  all  tales, 
news,  spreading  of  unlawful  bookR,  should  be  stayed^  and  sharply 
punished.      And  that  if  any  of  the  justices  should  be  negligent 
heroin,  the  rcat  were  required  to  advertise  the  queen's  council 
thereof.     This  letter  was  signed  by  the  lord  keeper  and  many 
otLer   greot  counsellors,  containing   these  and  other    tho    like 
matters  at  large. 

"  The  2Ul  of  June,  that  is,  the  day  after  the  date  of  the  former 
letter,  tho  lords  of  the  council  wrote  again  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  north,  signifying  tliut  tbey  had  sent  him  the  niinutca  of  u 
letter  written   from  them  by  the  queen's  commandment  uuto 
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divers  sbircs  within  the  realm,  concfrnmc;  the  searcltin^  for,  and 
puuisliiiig  vugubouds,  rogutn,  uiid  ulltur  idlf  aad  dieordurly  perwiia. 
And  lUcy  roqtiired  lua  lordabip  to  cause  this  order  to  be  notified 
by  bit)  K'ttcrti  uuto  tbose  ahirea  tbat  were  within  the  compasa 
of  bis  commission,  with  Btrait  charge  to  return  thoir  curtUicutcsB 
unto  him  of  their  doings,  that  he  might  ngaiij  the  aomo  uuU> 
the  (--ouiicil. 

"  This  was  a  notable  search:  for  it  waa  so  ordered,  tbat  it  was 
niadt!  throughout  the  whole  realm,  or  at  least  the  most  ituKpiciuus 
parts  of  it,  on  one  and  the  rame  day.  And  I  fitid  it  hud  this 
issue,  (which  is  almost  incredibl&,)  that  thirteeu  tbouwind  master- 
leas  men  throughout  the  nation,  first  and  last,  were  taken  up 
upon  this  search.  Which  undoubtedly  very  much  brabe  the  in- 
tended and  attempted  insurrectiona  this  year." 

The  City  of  London  especially  boatirrcd  itself  in  the  work,  aa 
appears  by  the  following  order  :— 

"Atmo  1663.  For  the  preventing  of  nil  idle  persons  and  begging 
people,  whether  Men,  Women,  or  Children,  or  other  rnasterlesa 
Vagrants,  an  effectual  Order  was  made  in  jiprii  the  said  Year, 
to  take  them  uU  up,  and  to  dispose  of  them  in  some  of  the  four 
Hospitals  of  Lontion,  by  the  sixteen  Beadles  belonging  to  the  same. 
'Who  had  their  several  Standings  and  Walks  in  every  Ward.  Those 
that  were  Vagabonda  and  stm-dy  Ueggurs,  they  were  to  carry  to 
JiiideK*L  Those  that  were  aged,  impotent,  sick,  sore,  lame  or 
blind,  to  <S7.  ISartfiolouietc's  or  St,  17iomaii'H  Uospital.  And  all 
Children  under  the  Ago  of  sixteen  to  Christ's  UoapitaL  And  this 
order  was  made  at  a  Meeting  of  the  (jovornours  of  all  the  liospituU. 

*'  lyrstf.  That  there  do  attend  at  all  the  Gates  of  this  Cittio 
everie  Morningc  from  throe  of  the  Clocko,  until  seven  in  the  Kore- 
nono,  and  from  seven  in  the  Kvon  ingo,  twtill  eleven  at  Nyght ;  and 
also  at  tbcTydc  tymcs  fallingein  the  Night,  unwell  ut  TiyUinyayaie, 
as  at  Lyon's  Ktj/e,  one  of  the  sayde  xvj  lleadles  tbear  to  watcho 
the  oomtug  of  all  Vagubonnds,  Beggers,  Children,  and  Munierlea 
"Men  and  Women :  To  the  intent  they  may  by  them  be  appreli ended. 
Proruttd  allwuios,  That  the  saido  Beudles  so  agree  and  accord 
together,  that  they  indilTereutlic  appoynt  themseltvea  fur  the 
nccomphahment  of  their  Attendance  in  this  behalf,  so  that  one 
attend  aa  moch,  and  as  often  as  another. 

"  Jtfm,  That  the  Beadelle  (in  who«oCircuite  standetb  anic  of  the 
(Inters  (if  this  Cittio)  failc  not  to  6ec  tho  »unie  Gatea  continuullr 
attended  oil  tho  I>air  long,  frum  vij  of  the  Clock  in  the  Forcnonc, 
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nnUl  vij  at  Night :  And  uocbe  otber  of  them  as  he  not  occupied 
ni  ihv  Gat«t9,  tu  contiuue  tu  wulkiiij^  the  Ciruuitu  wbereunto  they 
lire  sppoiated. 

"  Hem,  In  walking  their  circuited  hofore  mentioned,  that  they 
fttil  Dot  to  go  once  every  Daio  to  the  Collwitounj  Houses,  in  every 
Parish  within  the  Circuit ;  to  undemtaDil  of  tliem  or  some  of  their 
Nfighbours  if  either  Vacabonndu,  Beggers,  Children,  or  Musterlea 
Mi-n  ur  Women  be  in  the  8i.reaces  of  their  Furrisbes;  that  by 
them  ihey  may  be  Apprehetided. 

"  Jtfm,  Thutone  of  theNiid  Beadles  twyfleererie  Daie  (that  is  to 
•sie  at  vij  a  Cloke  iu  the  Morninge,  and  at  one  in  the  Aft«rnono) 
dull  repaire  to  the  Treusurar  of  the  Howee  wheare  he  aervcth,  to 
^kriowe  his  pleasure. 

"  /(■'•>«,  For  London  Bridge,  the  Barges  of  Graeesmde  ond  other 
I  Tide  Botttea  coming  up  in  thoDaie  tyme,  the  bettorto  apprehend  the 
Vagabonda,  Bcggera,  Children,  and  Masterlcsse  men  and  Wnmen, 
huA  ihoBringcrsof  them,  Whcreuppon  there  is  iiij  of  tho  same  xvj 
Beadella  appoyntcd  to  attend  every  Day ;  that  is  to  saie,  ij  of 
them  from  vij  of  the  Clockoin  the  Momingc,  until]  one  at  Afler- 
.  none ;  and  th'othor  tvuine  for  to  be  ij  of  St.  Thotit'tn  JIo»pifitU 
uolie,  for  that  it  is  in  tlieir  owne  Circuite ;  and  they  to  rcmaino 
from  one  of  the  Clocke  until  vij  at  Night  ;  and  one  of  thu  twaiiiR 
(when  the  Tydc  bappcnetb  in  Tyme  of  thelie  Attendance,  cither  iu 
the  FuFcnono  or  Attemene),  shuUrepuire  io  Jiitli»ffegate,und  to  thu 
Ljivit  Acy,  to  tho  Purpose  before  declared  :  I'ron'e/eil  alicKyen  that 
Quu  of  the  aamc  ij  Beadles  thcar  appointed,  bo  one  of  thoin  hut 
admitted :  to  th'  latent  he  msy  growe  the  more  perfect  in  his 
iK-wlie,  by  th'  Instruction  of  his  tVUowe."  * 

About  the  year  1670  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection 
<  and  to  hinder  "  idle  persons  "  from  carrying  it  about  with  them,  the 
fi>ll(in*ing  orders  amongst  others  wero  issued  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  aldenneu : — 

"  Vagrant,  Mai^l^fcs,  and  Poore  People. 

**l.  That  sll  frach  as  be  diseased  be  sent  to  8^  Thomas  or 
JS*-  Pnrt(/hu-irfif  IIo!<pital,  there  to  bc  first  cured  and  made  cleaue ; 
tind  iiftiTWurd^,  tho^e  which  be  not  of  the  Cyttye,  to  be  sent  awate 
aoconling  to  tho  Statute  in  that  ease  provided  ;  and  the  other  to 
be  M*tt  to  worke  in  such  Trades  as  are  lest  used  by  tho  Inhabitants 
of  the  Cyttyv,  fur  ihe  avoyding  all  such  Vugrunt  Persons,  as  well 
iChildrui  Male  aud  Female;  Soldiers  l«mu  and  niaymed,  as  other 
•  StuH  ciilaifvd  liy  Slrji'i'. 
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idle  and  lo3rtering  Peraonit  thai  awarme  in  the  SirceU,oT)d  wonder 
iipp  tuid  downe  begging,  to  the  great,  dnngor  and  infectiDg  of 
the  Cyttye,  for  th'  lucreoae  of  the  Plague,  and  onuoyauce  to 
the  aunie. 

"  2.  That  all  Maisterlease  men  who  liTe  idelie  in  the  Cyttye, 
without  any  lawful!  Calling,  frequentiDg  Places  of  common 
AMembliee,  as  Interludes,  gaming  HowseK,  CockpitU,  Bowling- 
Allies,  and  such  other  Pliice^,  mnie  be  tRiniahed  th«  Cyttye,  ac- 
cording to  the  Lawcs  in  that  ca»u  provyded. 

"  All  which  Orders  abovesaid,  the  Aldermen  and  their  Depiittos 
are  every  one  in  their  Place  to  see  porformed,  botli  in  them  selves 
and  others,  and  in  casea  of  doubt,  to  yield  their  Opinions,  and 
gyve  Direction."* 

In  1070  the  State  papers  furnish  returns  of  beggars  appre- 
hended in  Fawlesley  and  Cleyley  hundreds  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  in  1071  numerous  returns  of  vagabonds  apprehended  and 
punished  in  various  places  in  the  counties  of  Eiwex,  Notts,  Uloa- 
oester,  Oxford,  Kent,  Surrey,  Worcester,  Northampton,  Ucrcford, 
Leioe8t«r,  Stafibrd,  Hunts,  Cambridge,  and  the  l&lo  of  Kly.  The 
character  of  the  punishment  is  set  forth  in  some.  In  the  lathe 
of  Aylesford  in  Kent  "  13  men  and  women  were  stoclcud  and 
whipped  iOTcroly."  In  Northamptonshire  "  5  men  and  2 
women  were  stocked  and  whipped,"  and  at  Davontry  "  I  man 
and  6  women  were  taken  and  whipped." 

TbcM  vigorous  measures  wore  succeeded  in  the  year  1372  by  a 
moit  comprehenaivo  enactment  against  tlio  oTtl  duo  probably  in 
a  great  meiuure  to  Cecil,  the  High  Treasurer,  as  from  a  memo- 
randum in  the  calendar  of  tSiato  pnp<.>rA  it  nppcarn  that  so  earl^p^^l 
as  the  year  156G  he  hud  sketched  a  definition  of  the  terra  vaga-^H 
bond.  This  Act,  14  Eliz.,  c.  5,  \»  styled  "An  Acte  for  the  Puniahe- 
ment  of  Vacabondes,  and  for  Relief  of  the  Pcwre  &  Impotent," 

It  repeals  the  22  lien.  VIII.,  c  12,  3  A  4  Edw.  VI.,  c.  10.  and 
6  Kl)2.,c.  •3,and  enacts  that  perMns  above  the  age  of  fourteen  "  being 
Rogos.  Vacabonds, or  sturdy  Beggers,"  taken  begging  shall  becom- 
loitted  to  gaol  until  the  next  session,  and  that  parishes  shall  puy  the 
expenaee  of  conveying  offenders.  Ilogues  and  vagabond*  on  con- 
viction are  "  to  bt-e  grevouslye  whipped,  and  burute  through  the 
gristle  of  the  right  Earo  with  a  hot  Iron  of  the  compasso  of  an  Inch 
about,"  except  some  honest  person  will  tuku  them  into  evrvicu  fur 
•  Slow  enlBt)(«il  \ty  Slrype. 
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a  yc^.     A  beggur  quitting   eucb  service  is  to  be  whipped  and 

burnt  ua  before  onlered. 

Beggars  ofTeuding  a  second  time  ara  to  be  deemed  felons  utilena 
aome  one  will  take  them  into  scmce  for  two  yenrs.  For  a  third 
offence  tboT  are  to  Buffer  as  felons  without  benefit  of  clergy.  The 
following  clasMS  are  punishable  under  the  Act: — 

"  Proctour*  or  Procurotours  goinge  in  or  about  any  Countroy 
or  Countrey*  within  this  Tlealme,  without  sufficyent  Aucthontye 
deryved  from  or  under  our  SoTeraignc  Ladyo  the  Queene,  and  all 
other  ydle  p^rsones  goingo  aboute  in  any  coimtrey  of  the  suid 
Ke;ilme,  U8}'ng  subtill  crafVye  and  unliiwfull  Games  or  Playe*.  ard 
aciioe  of  tbem  fayninge  themselves  to  hare  knowledge  in  Pbis- 
noinye  Palme«trye  or  other  abused  Scyenoes,  whereby  they  bearo 
the  people  in  Hand  they  can  tell  their  Deetinyes  Deuthos  and  For- 
tuuea  und  Hucbe  other  tyke  Jautasticall  Imigiuacuns ;  and  uU  aud 
every  ptjTBune  and  personea  beynge  whole  and  mightye  in  Body 
and  able  to  Labour,  huvinge  not  Land  or  Muistor,  nor  uaiug  uiiy 
luwfull  ilarchaundizo  Cmrte  or  Mystoryo  whereby  heo  or  shoe 

I  might  get  his  or  her  Lyviugo.  and  can  gyve  no  reckuingo  bowo 
hee  or  sheo  dotbe  lawfully  get  his  or  her  Lyvinge  ;  &.  all  Fencen 
Bearewardos  Comon  Playera  in  Euterludes  &  Minatrels,  uot  be- 

I  longing  to  any  Baron  of  this  lE^^lme  or  towards  any  otJicr  honor- 
able personage  of  greater  Degree;  all  Juglers  Pt^nrs  Tynkers 
nnd  Pctyc  Chapmen ;  whicho  said  Fencers  Benrewardea  comon 
PUyera  in  Enterludcs  Mynatrela  Juglers  Pedlars  Tynkors  &  Potyo 
Chupnon,  shall  wander  ubroade  and  have  not  Lycensc  of  two  Jus- 
lioea  of  the  Peace  at  the  leoste,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  Quorum, 
wber  and  in  what  Shier  they  ahoU  happen  to  wimdcr;  and  all 
Comon  Labourers  being  persona  able  in  Bodyc  uaing  loytering  and 
refuaiDge  to  worke  for  such  reasonable  wagca  aa  ya  taxed  aud 
comonly  gyven  in  nuche  partes  where  such  pcrsones  do  or  shall 
happen  to  dwell ;  and  all  Gountcrfcytures  of  LyccnM*  Pasneportca 
Mid  oil  users  of  the  same,  knowing  the  same  to  be  cuunterfey te ; 
and  all  Scollers  of  the  Univeraityes  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge  y ''  goa 
about  begginge,  not  beinge  aucthoryftod  under  the  Reale  of  the  said 
Universitiea,  by  the  Oomysaarye  Chauncelour,  or  Vicechauncelour 
of  the  same  ;  and  all  Shipnien  pretendinge  Lmsea  by  Sea,  other  then 
mohe  as  ahalbe  hereafter  provided  for ;  and  all  pcrsones  delivered 
mtof  Oaoles  that  bcgge  for  their  Fees  or  do  travayteto  their  Coun- 
iicys  or  Froenda,  uot  having  liycense  Iromtwo  Justices  of  the  Peace 
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of  the  surne  Countye  whore  ho  or  sho  was  dely  vorcd  ;  nhitlhe  taken, 
udjudged,  and  deemnl  Rogea  Vucaboundoa,  and  Sturdy  Heggers." 

Any  person  giving  "  harboroughe  money  or  lodgynge  "  to  any 
fliich  i%  Iiflble  to  a  penalty  of  '20a. 

Shipmen  and  soldierti  licensed*  l^  two  justices,  oookcrs  or  har- 
-vtvt  folk  in  search  of  work,  per«oiu  robhed  on  the  highway,  Wf' 
Tanta  of  honest  hehiivionr  tum&d  away  by  their  nuwters  or  whoae 
maaters  had  died,  are  eKcmpted  from  the  Act. 

Roguea  under  fourteen  are  to  be  punished  with  "  whtppinge  or 
atockinge  as  heretofore  hath  been  usod,"  and  constable*  neglect- 
ing to  apprehend  vagabonds  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  6«.  8d. 

Justices  of  peace  are  ordered  to  register  all  aged  aud  impotent 
poor  born  or  for  three  years  resident  in  their  eeverul  district*. 
uud  settle  them  in  convenient  habitations,  and  ascertain  the  weekly 
charge,  and  assess  the  amount  on  the  iuhabituuts,  and  yearly 
appoint  collectors  to  receire  and  distribute  theaasesKment, 

Mayors  of  cities  and  constables  of  hundreds  are  empowered  to 
rocuive  any  poor,  uot  being  leprous  or  bedriddco,  to  their  proper 
districts. 

The  poor  leaving  their  settlements  are  to  be  deemed,  roguea  and 
Tiigubondfl,  and  if  they  refuse  such  work  as  they  are  able,  are 
pimishuble  by  whipping  and  stocking  for  the  first  refusal,  and  as 
rogues  and  vagabonds  fur  a  second.  Persons  rchising  to  contri' 
buto  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  may  be  committed  to  prison  until 
they  comply.  Beggar's  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  four- 
teen may  be  taken  by  any  ono  willing  to  take  thom  into  service, 
females  until  the  age  of  eighteen  and  males  until  twenty-four. 
The  penalties  prescribed  by  the  Statute  of  Labourers  being  en- 

•  The  Mlf.xvinij  ia  the  form  of  n  "  Li<vii»e  lo  IwiftBc,''  ax  iiMtl  in  The  irifiiia  of 
KlizjiWth  uii'l  .Irtnive  I.: — "To  T.  T.  C.  and  J.  J,  «t4|Uiieis  jiitiliceti  fur  ihe 
<!rmw-r%'>ittiiii  of  die  j*Me  of  our  Sovenij^ne  I^AiJie  llic  Qiie<;iii-»  Mitii-alii-, 
witliiti  Uie  voootieof  t!lc&8ei(nied,greelis^  Wlicntu  thvlxnuvr  liiTvor,  Jil.  N. 
Iff  U  ill  tho  SAvd  ci'iuilie,  b^rhi^j  n  very  poure  man  aiui  bluiJc,  W  n-wuin 
U'lii-rcdf  li<%  ia  nut  atili:  Uf  lalMiar  Dor  yet  to  live  of  hiuiwlfu  will»»iil  llic  cliiiri- 
Ul'U'  n'hvl  of  olhtm,  unit  being  now  mident  in  the  naid  Vtvnt,  i*  tWrvlore  now 
In  S<i  n.-liuvi'tl.  Ami  bciug  likt-wl-i;  infomiu<i  tliui  iIk:  i<>aid  townv  is  at  ihb 
].i."ni  ehat^l  witb  niore  noi.re  «nd  iiupotcnl  fullu  Ihan  it  i»  well  nlile  to 
r<  Ik  v(?  ;  kuow  ye,  iKiil  w««  tut;  tuide  jUf<tUM»  luivu  liociircd  and  allowed  ibo 

1  !  ["KIP!  ni;in   ami   tiis  lewder  to  t?w  nbruid  to  )>v);,  patlik-r,  nnd   i^rcivv  the 

1      ititlilc  iihiii'iiof  ucll  di#{K«cd  ]>c(i]>lc,  inlijdiitii]^ni[I)in  ihv  Hiiiuliv<l  i>f,&i-., 

Ik  said  coiuitir,  mmiriiiK  you  not  t»  ini>K%t  or  iruublv  tbc  luiid  |Hiorv  umn  nr 

'   '  liu4lt!r  (uranl.ilii;;,ljiit  dtBirinjiyoH  nUicr  lo  iielit;vt-tlu-ni  in  tlnrir  ni-'tvo.itii'., 

m  L'.>  ^-011  eliall  mvaiv  Liivcl*^     TlitK  uur  Ucvuce  to  remain  t»  lorn:  one  whulu 

yvan  ueil  euaiiiiig  tint  iIaIc  hotvnf." 
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fon^tile  againBt  any  child  (jiutting  such   ftervioe  or  any  ona 
cDticing  him  or  her  to  quit. 

"  Trovyded  also  that  do  person  or  persons  haviogo  chardgeof  any 
VtBge*  inpaBsingo  from  iho  Kealmc  of  Ireland  or  from  tfao  lalc  of 
Manne  into  this  Realmo  of  England,  do  from  thelaate  doyeof  June 
next  oomyngo,  wittingly  or  wyllingly  transporte  bringo  cary  or 
convoygh  or  8u0er  to  be  transport«d  brought  car^'cd  or  convcybd 
in  any  Shippo  Picordef  Vcasell  Boato  or  Uoatoa,  from  and  out  of 
the  said  Reahne  of  Ireland,  or  from  or  out  of  the  said  lalo  of  Munne, 
into  the  Kealmo  of  England  and  Wales  or  any  parte  thereof,  any 
Tacabond  Rogc  or  Beggar  or  any  sucho  as  sbalbe  forced  or  Tory 
lykc  to  lyvc  by  begging  ...  on  payne  ...  to  forfeytc  and  lose  for 
every  suchc  Vacabond,  Rogo  Boggar  or  other  peraon  Twcntyo 
ShilUngc*  of  lawfull  Knglyahe  Money. 

"  Yf  any  suche  Maninke  or  Irynhe  Rogc  Vacabonndo  or  Beggar  ben 
■]r«dy  or  aholl  at  any  tyme  hereafter  be  set  on  Land  in  any  parte 
cf  England  or  of  Wale«,  the  aame  shalbe  conreyghed.  to  the  next  port 
in  or  new  whiche  they  were  landed,  and  from  thence  be  transported, 
at  the  comon  chardge  of  the  Countye  where  they  were  fleton  Tiand, 
into  tho«e  partes  from  whence  they  came  or  were  tran»ported. 

*'  Whereaaagrente  numberof  pore  and  dyseflsod  people  do  rtteorto 
to  tho  Cy  tye  of  Bath  .  .  .  and  the  Towno  of  Buck&ton,  for  some  Ease 
and  Reliefo  of  their  Diseases  at  tho  Bathes  there,  Ami  by  mcQiioB 
tlmreof  the  Inhubitauntea  of  the  same  Cy  tyo  of  Batht^  and  Towno  of 
BunkBtone  are  greatly  overchardged  with  tho  sorao  {H>r>ru  people,  to 
their  iDtollcrable  chardge  ...  no  dyeoa^d  or  ympotent  pooro 
person  living  on  Almes  .  .  .  shall  rcsorte  or  repayre  from  timir 
Uwellinge  places  to  the  said  C>'tie  .  .  .  and  Towne  .  .  .  unlcase 
.  .  .  not  onely  lycotised  bo  to  do  by  two  Jusiicea  .  .  .  bnt  alfw 
proTidedfor  by  the  Iribabitaunteaof  such  ...  Places  from  whence 
tiiey  shall  be  so  lycensed  to  truvayle." 

If  a  t-own  has  more  poor  than  it  can  relieve,  the  justices  are 
empowered  to  license  certain  of  them  to  beg  beyond  its  limits. 

A  proviso  appears  exempting  the  privileges  of  John  Duiton 
and  his  heirs  in  the  county  of  Chester  from  the  provisionFi  of  the 
Aot^     The  continuance  of  the  Act  is  limited  to  seven  years. 

•  PttMOffe  bont. 

+  A  ton  ot  Ixwt  of  alwut  Urtfwn  tonn  ui«e<J  on  llie  Severn. 

I  the  (TJuin  ut  this  luriuos  ex«niplJi.in  iji  aa  foUunx.  ItaniUit  mmaiMi 
ISatuUnlJf,  Eu\  of  Chv»tcr,  wu  amiiU  the  year  1210  Hintdenty  Itt^ivt^ 
bj'   lliu    We]»b,   in   the  «>i>t1p    'if    Itlmdrllnn  in   Ftiotaltire  ;  wlieivTi|>..u   lie 


no 

It  irill  bo  obnorTM  thftt  Hiliuix  bf-ggarg  are  for  the  first  tune 
mentioned  in  this  Act.  The  Irish  and  Welsh  have  aeverul  times 
beea  mentioned  before,  and  according  to  Sir  Thomas  More  their 
dishonesty  was  only  equalled  hy  their  gross  aupcrHition. 

"  And  comenly  in  y"  wild  Yrishe  and  some  in  Wales  to,  as  men 
say,  whan  thei  go  forth  in  robbing,  thei  blisse  them  &  pray  God 
Bend  them  good  speeds  y^  they  may  mete  with  a  good  purse  and| 
doo  harme  and  take  none." 

The  principal  reason  for  the  ban  upon  tiuliconsod  playera  in 
interludes  waa  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  better  class  of 
players,  who  were  nearly  all  patronised  by  some  of  the  great  lords 
and  attached  to  their  sorvice. 

Stow,  speaking  of  actors  at  this  period,  aays ; — 

"  Comedians  and  atngo-playcrs  of  former  times  were  very  poore 
and  ignorant,  in  rc«pcct  of  these  of  thig  time,  but  being  nowe 
growno  very  skilfull  and  exquisite  actors  for  all  matters,  they 
were  entertained  into  the  service  of  divers  great  Lords,  out  of 
which  oomponieA,  there  were  xii  of  the  best  choseD,  and  at  the 
request  of  Sir  Fraucia  WaUingham,  they  were  swome  the  Queens 

Mftit  Ut  Vt*  Conntahle  of  Cheshire,  oq«  Ragtr  Laet,  to  haateii,  with  wliot  for 
li«  could,  to  bis  rcliul     It  hapjiuuvd  to  b«  en  MtdBuuuDvr-day,  wliea  a  urwt' 
Cnir  wiu  tiR-n  helJ  nt  ('heJiU-r.     Homt  |{ot  twcther  a  \gKn.\  inuli  df  ft<lillrhs 
pU;^^  cobblen,  &e.  nod  luarcliod  UBniediately  tu  tlie  relief  of  the  earl ;  ami 
tbe  W«kh  pcnwiviiig  ii  grtat  multitude  approaclim^  niwd  tlie  %\<e^  «ud  A«l. 
The  earl  bein^  thua  freed  cauiu  UicIe  with  bis  OuD&lnble  to  Cheater ;  aad  in 
meiauiy  of  llun  »<Tvice.   by  o  cliftrtor  Knuilwl  to  &)ger  Lac§  und  lue  hfliin, 
power  OTOT  hU  Uie  tidilletH,letchetB,«-boreH,iui(l  Ahoemdcen  in  Chester.  About 
Uie  «nd  of  tlie  neijta  of  Kin);y(Aii,  ux  bcKiiiiiiiii;  of  K.  Hen.  XW,  Rc«ez  Laojr ' 
bcinjKlcad.  his  ion  JtAnbv  deed  gnatw  to  une  Niujh  Dutt«nh\fttawiuA,aaAtt 
bis  h«ir»,  the  rule  and  autlioritj  over  all  Itm  Ivtchers  and  wbrnvs  in  all  Ch««ba 
ill  theM  words :  Seiam  pnennUt  et  /uturi^  qMod  tgo  Jdianntt  Con 
Ovtrui,  Mi  tl  oimcvin,  tt  Ivic  pnututi  eitarta  mta  tottfirmavi  flu^cni  de  X^ttm' 
tt  JUnaKftui  >i>u,  magi*fraium  omnitifs  Itttatontm  «t  flwnfmitn  tatius  CetUw, 
aie  vt  liitriinii  iltwm  maffMrahUH  tnto  tU  eomiU,  tahv  /tin  «ut>  mihi  ^  htrraii- 
hiu  nuu.     {jailvt  thi«  emnt  the  heiia  of  DuIUm  k«pt  a  yL'arl}'  court  at  ClieHlvr 
oti  MiiLiamuierday,  beioe  Chester  fair,  aod  la  a  BnUnut  jiiaaner  r<jde  attuudid 
Llin'U^h  the  city  to  St.  John  BaptihfB  t'hiitoh,  with  all  the  fiddlers  of  the 
country  playing  before  tlte  lortl  ot  Dut«m,  ami  iheti  at  the  court  rcnttwixl  iliiir 
lioeiwm  vearlr  ;  and  no&e  were  colitled  to  act  as  miiutrela  or  (iddlen,  eiLheri 
within  the  tity  or  toootijr,  but  by  an  order  and  licence  of  that  curt."    TTia* 
lirmM  in  1^^'  ciwt  i*.  2<1.,  and  in   IfteU  S«.  dd.  ;  after  Ilii^  t]i«  privilege,  [)|t>- 
Iktlilv  fniin  till!  ditticultv  of  unforcimi:  it,  taiutl  luiru  j'mdaally  dwindled  lu  value 
until  it  hccamt  W'jrtillua,  aa  im  ticeiiun)!  truurt  ft|iiH-iLn>  tn  havi^  htirti  held 
*nWi|m'rtt  to  the  year  1766.     The  last  uiciiLi<m  of  Uie  |>ri\-ilt!a(C  ia  in  the  17 
Rui.  11.,  c  5074^-lk.  and  il  tberelitv  contiuuvditi  ftirci  luitil  liiis  flatute  wna 
n-imalirtl  by  ibi-  3  Ileo.  IV_,  c   4tl    Jiim-  21,  IS22V 
*  A  "  hiolo^'Ueul  SirThfiiLu  M><t%  Knyghtv." 
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Ill 


Bcrraiitfi,  &  wore  allowed  wagoe,  and  Hvcries,  as  groomes  of  the 
obuubtir :  and  uDtiU  this  yoore  ibSH,  the  Quceoe  haddu  no  pUycr«. 
Amongst  these  xii  playt;ra,  were  two  rare  men,  viz.  Thomas 
Wilson,  for  a  quicke  delicate  refined  exteniporoll  wittc,  uiid 
Riuhard  Tarleton  for  a  wondrous  pleutJfuU  pleasant  cxtemporall 
wit,  hee  wa«  the  wonder  uf  his  time:  hee  lyech  buryed  in  Shore- 
Inch  Church." 

Minstrels  were  reetraincd  on  acrouut  of  their  being  frequently 
the  propugalors  of  seditious  ditties,  and  the  reaflon  fur  including 
beanrards  in  tho  Act  ia   given  by  Harrison  in  the  following 

■  terms ; — 
**  From  among  which  compnnie  our  bearewards  arc  not  excepted, 
and  jiut  cause:  for  I  have  read  that  they  have  cither  voluntariHe, 
or  for  want  of  power  to  master  their  savage  beasts,  beeno  occasion 
of  tho  death  and  devoration  of  manie  children  in  snndrie  countries 
by  which  they  have  passed,  whose  parents  never  knew  what  whs 
become  of  Ihom.  And  for  that  cause  there  is  and  have  beene 
manie  shorpc  lawes  made  for  bearwards  in  Gcmmnie,  whereof  you 
may  read  in  other." 

Bear-baiting  was  nndor  tho  Tudor  sovereigns  a  very  popular 
amustimcnt,  and  according  to  Sir  Thomas  More  was  more  attrac- 
tive to  many  people  than  church-going. 

•*  At  Beverley  lut«,  much  of  the  people  being  at  a  bear  baiting, 
the  Church  fcU  sodenly  down  at  evensong  time,  and  overwhelmed 
BoiDC  that  wore  in  it.  A  good  fellow  that  after  heard  tho  tale 
told,  *  So,'  quod  he,  '  now  may  you  »ee  what  it  is  to  bo  at  evensong 

kwhen  you  should  be  at  the  bear  baiting.'  " 
And  Robert  Laochum,  in  his  famous  letter  from  Kcnilworth  in 
1575,  thus  describes  the  bear-baitings  which  took  place  there: — 
"Thursday,  the  foourteenth  of  this  luly,  and  the  ayxtli  diiy  of 
hpr  Maieslyez  oumraing,  a  great  sort  of  bandogs  *  whoar  thou  tyed 

■  in  the  vtter  Coourt,  und  thyrteen  bearz  in  the  inner  .  ,  . 
'*  Well,  syr,  the  Bearz  wear  brought  foorth  intootlie  &iourt,  the 
Bogs  set  too  them,  too  urgu  the  points  eeuen  face  too  face :  they 
had  learned  coounscll  allso  a  both  parts:  what  may  they  be  coounted 
paroioll  that  are  retaiud  but  a  to  sydcl't  I  w^en  no.  Very  feers, 
both  ton  and  toother,  &  eager  in  argument :  if  the  dog  in  plea- 
dmg  woould  pluk  the  bear  by  the  throto,  the  bear  with  irauers 
uld  cinw  him  again  by  the  slculp,  confess  &  a  list,  hut  a-voyd  a 
■  A  rorieljr  of  the  musliff.  t  On  one  biiIc. 
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coold  not,  that  vaz  bound  too  the  bar  :  and  biz  coounscU  tolld  him 
that  it  c«old  bee  tou  him  no  puUecy  iii  pleading. 

"  Thcorfore  thus,  vitb  ftiuding  &  proouinj^,  with  placlting 
&  tagging,  ekratiiug,*  and  byting,  by  plain  looth  &  nayll  a 
to  side  &  toother,  siicli  exHpens  of  blood  *&,  leather  t  vat  thenr 
between  ihem,  az  a  rooonths  licking  (I  w^ki)  vyl  not  recoouer: 
and  yet  remain  az  far  oout  a?,  eticr  they  wciir. 

"  It  wax  a  sport  very  pU-a/aunt,  of  th«_'ez  beostz :  to  s^e  the 
bear  with  his  pink  nyez  ^  Iiiering  after  hia  enmio-^  upprocb,  tho 
nimblnera  &  wavtii  of'tliedug  tou  take  hiK  auauntago,  and  the 
fora  &  cxpericns  of  the  bear  agayn  to  auoyd  tho  asaautii :  if  he 
wear  bitt«n  in  one  place,  boov  be  woold  pynch  in  on  oother  too 
get  frA):  that  if  he  wear  taken  onez,  then  what  shyft,  with  byting, 
with  clowyng,  with  roring,  tossing  <?c  tumbling,  he  woold  woork 
too  wynde  hyin  ulf  from  thom :  ond  when  be  wqk  looe,  to  shake 
hijt  earx  twjse  or  thryao  wyth  tho  bind  &  the  alauer  aboout  his 
fijEnamy,!!  waz  a  matter  of  a  goodly  rDlecF." 

ReaMna  equally  aa  good  as  tho«e  which  prompted  the  inclu^ioo 
of  Playera,  ilinstrela,  and  BcorwardB  in  the  Act  no  doubl  existed 
for  the  inclusion  of  tho  rest  of  the  cin&scs  apccitied  in  the  category 
of  Togubonda ;  in  fact  we  have  already  seen  why  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  fencers  were  looked  upon  aa  noxioua  characters. 
The  punifihnients  In  this  Act,  it  will  be  noticed,  arc  increawd  in 
Beverity ;  but  as  a  connterbalonoe  ioorcased  proviijion  ia  made  for 
tbo  compulsory  relief  of  the  impotent  poor.  The  rlaaM<K  in  the 
Act  referring  to  the  number  of  poor  resorting  to  Dath  and  Buxton 
are  no  doubt  due  to  two  oauees — tho  indiscriminate  belief  among 
the  igiioruut  [xmr  in  rcmodice  of  uniTorsol  virtue,  and  the  cer- 
tainty thai  at  thofte  places  tho  richer  people  afflicted  with  di«icaaeft 
would  sympathise  with  their  poorer  brethren  similarly  situated. 

During  the  year  1572  returns  continue  to  bo  made  to  the 
Council  of  vagalionds  apprehended  and  punished  in  various  coun- 
ties; and  combined  with  this,  in  iwverHl  instanees,  is  a  peculiar 
notificjjtion  from  the  justices  that  they  have  appointed  aearchera 
to  detect  all  peraonn  eating  or  dreading  fle«h  on  fast  days.  The 
curioQs  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  response,  and  which  will  be 
notaoed  hereafter,  was  not,  aa  might  at  first  be  supposed,  an  edict 
in  fat*our  of  a  religious  oboervance  of  fu«t  daya,  but  a  measure 
intended  to  benefit  fiahormcn  by  increasing  tho  consumption  of  fish. 
*  Scntckitqt.        f  A  tlutft  Urro  for  daw.        %  Eviw.        f  Wnl/-b.      ||  Kaee. 
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Tbe  reproseivu  metisures  uguinst  vugrunuy  were  oontiouu^ 
dxtfing  tho  year  1-07:3,  as  is  apparent  from  a  n-urraaC  diroc-tod  to 
the  Hheiiff  and  ju^Lioes  of  tho  peuoe  of  the  county  of  Mnninmitb, 
which  states : — 

"  \VTicrcm  it  wore  not  amisso  that  the  order  heretofore  pre- 
Bcribed  to  thoiu  (tho  ShorifiP  and  Justioos  of  the  Peace)  ior 
appointing  ovcniocra  of  good  rule  in  every  parish  were  cftsoon  put 
in  oxocutioD  with  no  less  porwreraimoe  to  tbexccution  of  tho  lawcs 
afpun«t  vagubonds,  idle  periMins,  loyterers,  and  such  us  cannot 
veld  ocoompt  of  their  way  of  liringe  within  tho  compa&sc  of  tho 
lawo  lately  provided  in  that  bchnulf." 

The  year  1574  is  rendered  memorable  by  a  Commission  issued 
by  the  Queen  tor  the  purpoM>  of  briugiug  about  the  enfrancliiKe- 
meut  of  her  bondmon  and  bondwomen ;  and  though  it  is  poaMbla 
that  isolated  ioatunceii  of  thia  form  of  ttervitude  may  still  have 
continued  to  linger  in  a.  few  looolitied,  em  this  appt^ra  to  he  tla 
last  occaaion  in  which  viUeuage  in  mentioned  in  a  colleclivo 
form,  it  19  worth  while  to  quote  this  important  document,  text- 
ually.  The  Commiitjiton  io  directed  "  To  our  right  trustie  and 
wel  beloved  Counsellor,  -SiV  Wiliium  CfciU  of  the  Garter  Knighte 
Lurd  Rurghley  and  High  Trcauorarof  England,  and  to  our  tru^tiu 
and  right  well-beloved  Counsellor  Sir  WaUfr  MiUiuai^  Knight 
Cbannoellor  and  Cndertresorar  of  our  Exchoquior,  Greotinge. 

'  **  Whereas  divert  and  sundn'e  of  our  pooro  fuithfuU  and  loyall 
Sabjecta,  beinge  borne  Ihnde  in  Shite  and  Rogardauiit  tudivorH  and 
■undreour  Mannors  and  Posbcssiuus  within  our  Realm  of  Knglanil, 
have  made  liumble  Suyte  uutu  Uh  to  be  Manmui/Ked  E/t/rauni:Ainr'i 
and  trwde  Free^  with  iheire  Children  and  Sequelht,  by  reasuu 
whereof  they  theire  Children,  and  Seqiiells  may  bcuime  mure 
apCeand  fitto  members  for  the  service  of  Us  and  of  our  Common 
AVoolthe, 

"  We  therefore, 

^Having  tender  con^dcration  of  their  said  Sute,  and  well  coii- 

|culennge  the  same  to  be  acceptable  unto  Almighiio  God  who  in  llie 
[iuinge  made  all  Mankindc  free,  for  the  tender  Love  and  Zeula 
L'he  We  beare  to  our  saidc  Subjects,  and  for  the  speciall  trust 
and  oonfideQoe  whiche  We  have  in  your  approved  Wi»edomes  and 

.  Fidelities, 

'  "  Do  name  and  appo^'nte  you  two  our  Commissioners,  and  do  by 
Iheae  prewnta,  for  Us  our  Heires  and  Sueces»urs,  give  full  Power 
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Bad  Auctorttie  to  you  two  our  Raid  Com niittsi oners,  Omi  tou, 
either  by  your  warrant  in  vritin^  csulitM^ribcd  with  your  own  Hutuls 
and.  Scales,  or  otherrrise  hy  Commisftioa  from  Us  miA  in  our  Nume, 
under  the  Soale  of  our  Courtc  of  Exchequier,  shall  and  inny  accord- 
inge  to  your  Discretion!*  nomynntc  and  appoynte  any  Person  or 
Persona,  for  Us  and  in  our  Name,  to  enquire  of  all  or  any  our 
Jiotiilmen  and  Boudu'omfn  with  their  Children  and  SequelU,  and  *»f 
all  theire  Goodes  Chattclls  Latidos  Tenemontes  and  IleraditaineDts 
within  the  severaU  Counties  of  Cornwall  Devon  Somurwtt  and 
Gloucwter  and  of  what  Valewe  the  same  be  of,  and  that  suche 
Person  and  Persona,  so  by  you  nanied  and  nppoynted  to  enquyre 
as  aforesaide  by  force  or  rertuo  of  any  «ucho  fVarrunte  or  Commiit- 
sion  OS  aforsaid,  BhuU  withiu  cuuveuieut  tymo  make  or  cause  to 
be  made  Ketumo  of  urery  suchu  WurnintuudCommiesioUtwith  truu 
CertificaU  iti  Writinge  under  their  Ilandes  and  Seales  of  all  thdr 
doings  coaceming  tho  Premisses  mito  our  said  Courte  of  Ex- 
chequier. 

"And  docommyttand  give  unto  you  full  Power  and  Aucthoritio 
by  these  Presenten,  to  acceptu  admitto  and  Iteceive  to  be  Ma»u- 
mysed  Eu/ranrhraeH  and  made  Free,  euchc  and  so  many  of  our 
ftondnifti  nrd  Bondteomen  in  Blood,  with  all  and  erery  their  Children 
and  SequelU,  thoire  Goodca  Loudca  Tcnementaond  ncr«IitAmrni<i 
ns  are  now  appcrteyuyngo  or  regordaunte  to  all  or  any  of  ouc 
Klannors  Landcs  Tenements  FosseBsionR  or  Hereditaments  within 
the  said  aercral  Counties  of  Cornwall  Devon.  Somerset  and 
Glono.  as  to  you  by  your  Discretions  shall  seme  mcete  an(^ 
convenient,  cnmpoundinge  with  them  for  suche  resonable  Fines  or 
Sommes  of  Money  to  bo  taken  and  received  to  our  Use  for  the 
ManomysMon  and  Knfranchesment,  and  for  the  PosMesiuuii,  an<^ 
enjoying  all  and  singuler  theire  Landea  Tenemeota  Eereditamenla 
Ooode*  and  Chattells  whatooever  as  you  and  they  can  aggree  for 
the  same  after  your  Wisdome*  and  Discretions."  ' 

From  the  list  of  countiea  given  in  this  document,  it  would 
almost  aeem  aa  if  the  bondmen  and  bondwomen  mentioned  in  it 
must  have  been  the  descendants  of  South  Brititsh  CcLta,  who  bad 
been  enslaved  by  their  conquerors,  as  it  will  have  been  noticed,  in 
the  early  part  of  this  work,  that  during  the  Anglo-Suxon  period 
the  Cotltu  population  predominatod  within  the  area  extending 
tmm  Oornwall  upwards  along  the  estuary  of  the  Severn. 

Tho  physical  difference  between  the  loweat  olBSscaof  the  two 
rooos  must  origioully  have  been  very  marked,  aa  Utraijo  suva  of 
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(Ite  Uriti.^h  slaveA,  "  Tht;  men  are  taller  than   tlie  Celti,  with  huir 

\cm  yellow ;  and  sUgbter  id  their  persons.     Aa  an  instance  of  their 

[height,  wo  ouTBelrea  saw  at  Rome  aome  yooths  who  were  taller , 

\hj  so  much  M  half  a  foot  Ihon  the  tallest  there;  but  they  were 

lditflort«d  ill  their  lower  limbs,  and  in  other  reepecta  not  eym> 

itnetricttl  in  their  conformation."     QiraltUia  Camhrenxi%  writing  of 

[Ireland  in  the  twelfth  century,  eays  ho  has  "  never  seen  in  Auy\ 

other  nation  so  many  individunU  who  were  bom  blind,  so  many' 

lame,  muimed,  or  having  iwrae  natural  defect."     \Vhile,  on  tho 

lother  hand,  we  know  by  the  etory  of  St.  Gregory  that  the  Anglo- 

rSuKm  filsres  exhibited  for  shIo  at  Rome  in  the  sixth  century  wci-o 

niDBrlnble  for  their  comelinesti.     The  more  PubBtnntiul  though 

oosne  fiuo  of  tho  Anglo-Saxons  and  the  gradual  umalgamation  of 

the  two  racca  no  doubt  in  course  of  time  efl'ected  a  change  in  the 

physical  apptiaranco  of  the  conquered  tribes. 

^B    This  Commission  may  bo  taken  as  a  record  of  the  extinction  of 

^Vrillenage  in  England  owing  to  natural  causes,  due  pai-tly  to  tho 

Bomrgvtic  struggleB  of  tho  labourer  to  obtain    hia  frucdoni  and 

partly  to  the  Bclf-intcroet  of  the  lord,  who,  finding  it  impossible 

any  longer  to  enforce  t^crvile  labour  to  hia  own  proHt,  was  no 

^  doabi  glad  to  obtain  some  pecnniury  compensation  for  surrender- 

^■ing  rights  which  must  have  become  of  little  value  to  him. 

^m     The  rigorous  repression  of  vagrancy  in  the  City  appears  to  have 

V  been  aiti-ud«^l  with  good  results,  as  in  the  year  Vh't)  iStow  tells  un 

that  **  by  the  care  of  Fli-fttcaod  the  Recorder,  and  the  other  Magis- 

ti«t«fl,  there  were  few  or  no  Rogues  and  Tbioves  in  Oonl.    For  the 

Ijofd  Keeper  Bacon,  in  the  montb  of  Auffmf,  sitting  in  the  Stnr- 

7tttf»irr,  and  according  to  the  Order  calling  for  the  Book  of 

triours  of  Must«rLess  Rogues,   Fencers,   and  such    like, 

Uwra  WM  none  to  preiiunt  for  Loni/on.     Tho'   for  Surrey  there 

won  five  or  six  Strumpets,  tbat  hod  lately  been  punished  at  the 

A— iwii  at  Cro^den,     And  WrttwitixUr,  the  Dutuhy,  (that  is,  the 

ploOM  about  A7.    Clamenh  and  the  Saeo;/)   St.  Giles,  Uigh   livi- 

iotim,  St  John's  $ireti  and  Inlinyton  (great  Harbours  of  such  mis* 

demouied  Persons)  were  never  so  well  and  quiet.     For  Rogue  nor 

laaalerlaM  Uon  darod  now  once  to  appear  iu  those  Parts.     luto 

•oeh  good  flrvler  had  thn  Care  of  the  Magistrate  at  this  time 

broaght  the  City  and  Suburbs." 

la  the  year  !67i>6  some  additions  wore  made  to  the  14Eliz., 

5,  by  tho  18   EluE.,  c.  'A.     Under  this  Act  Rogues  are  to  he 

[conveyed  by   constables  from  parish  to   parish  until  they  roach 
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the  common  gool,  and  houses  of  correction  are  ordered  to  be 
provided  for  punishing  and  employing  rogues,  and  uneettlod  poor. 
Impotent  persona  being  relieved  under  14  Kliz,,  c.  5,  and  found 
begging  are  to  be  whipped  for  the  first  offence,  and  punished  as 
rogues  and  vagabonds  for  eubwquent  ofibncea. 

The  following  document  •  gives  an  excellent  picture  of  the  power 
vested  in  the  Chief  Officer  of  a  Uoase  of  Correction  at  this  period, 
and  of  the  internal  management  of  such  a  bouse  : — 

"  Orders,  Kulea,  and  Directione,  concluded,  appointed,  and  agreed 
uppOD  by  us  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  countio  of  Suffolk, 
assembled,  at  our  Qoncrull  Seeeious  of  Peace  holdon  at  Cury  the 
2'^th  duio  of  Aprill,  in  the  Slst  yearo  of  the  Raigno  of  our  Scn- 
raignc  Lady  the  Queen's  Majoetie,  for  the  punishinge  and  sup- 
prcBsingeofRougfl,  VncalMinds;  idle,  loylcringe,  and  lewdopcrBons; 
which  doo  or  t^liull  hereaHcr  wander  and  gOH  uhoute,  within  the 
hundrefhs  of  Tliiiigo  cum  Bury,  Blackbome,  ThedwardBtree, 
Cosfordf  Babings,  Kisbridgc,  Lackford,  uitd  the  hulfe-hundroth  of 
Exninge,  in  the  said  countie  of  SuiFotk,  contrary  to  the  Lawes  in 
that  case  made  and  provided.  .  .  . 

"Item,  It  is  ordered  and  agreed  uppon,  that  the  Justices  dwell- 
inge  in  every  sevemll  diviHtun  aforesaid,  shall  name,  appoiiitc,  und 
putt  in  ofBce,  one  able  and  hoDe»t  man  for  every  of  the  hundreths 
taxd  lyraitts  afort^iNiid,  (yf  they  shall  think  good),  whoe  shal  be 
niuned  or  called  the  Forren  officer  of  the  house  of  correction  ;  aud 
those  men  so  agreed  uppou  and  theire  lymitts  sett  dowue  aud 
appointed,  they  shall  ouely  employe  the  most  parte  of  their  truvelU 
in  goinge  or  rydinge  from  lowne  to  towue,  and  to  all  faiers,, 
marketts,  and  other  places  of  meetings  and  assemblies,  from  tym< 
to  tyme,  within  theiro  severall  Ivmitt-s  to  which  it  ia  likely  th( 
any  of  the  persons  uforctiamed  shall  resorte ;  as  also  to  make  dilir 
gonte  search  within  overj'  place  of  the  limitta  appointed  unto  hymjl 
whether  any  such  person  be  dwcllinge,  rema\-ningc,  or  wanderinj 
there;  and  that  all  such  person  or  jwrsons  which  eylher  bi 
aerch,  inquirie,  or  other  intelligence,  sbal  be  foundc  owtc,  shal 
Bttaehod,  and  either  by  himsflf  or  some  constable  of  that  pi 
cairried  before  one  of  her  ilujcatie's  Justices  dwollinge  in  tboa 
limitts,  to  be  by  bym  committed  to  tho  gaylc  or  house  of  oorrection, 
OB  cauKe  shall  require. 

'*  Item,  Wo  doe  order  that   the  said  forren  ofBcer  shall   have 
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auiboritie  wUhia  liU  said  Ivmitts  to  cburge  the  ooustuble  of 
everie  partalie  ami  towu©  wbere  he  shall  fvude  auy  of  ihe  afore- 
•kid  WBuderingo  or  toyterin^  persons  before  rvcik'd,  to  hvlpe  to 
attach  them  presently,  and  to  convey  thorn  to  the  next  Justice 
OS  is  afareeaid,  whereby  bo  umy  be  comTiiitted  to  the  gayoU  or 
bouse  of  correciiun,  us  the  Justice  shuU  thinke  good.  .  .  . 

"The  constables  of  every  towno  tliat  shal  be  oharg&d  by  any 
Justice  of  Pence  with  the  carriage  of  any  of  those  idle  personn  to 
the  said  house  of  correction,  shall  have  some  allowance,  so  as  the 
sune  shall  not  exoeade  above  one  halfpenny  the  myle,  to  be 
Kocompted  from  the  towne  where  the  siimo  constable  Bhull  dwell 
the  next  and  ncrest  waie  to  the  said  houM  of  correction.  .  .  . 

'*  Iteni,  It  is  ordered  and  agreed  uppon,  that  every  stronge  or 
sturdie  roeg,  at  his  or  her  fyrst  enterancc  into  the  3aid  house,  shall 
have  xij  stripes  uppon  bis  beare  sicynne  with  the  said  whipp  pro- 
vided for  the  said  house ;  and  every  yong  roage,  or  idle  loyteror, 
tj  stripes  with  the  said  whipp  in  forme  aforesaid.  And  that 
ovory  one  of  thorn,  withowtc  fayle,  at  their  first  conimingc  into 
the  said  house,  shall  have  putt  uppon  hyra,  her,  or  them,  some 
f^loSS^'  cheine,  collors  of  iron,  ringle,  or  m&naclo,  Buch  as  tho 
keper  of  the  said  houfic  shall  thinke  meete.  so  as  he  naaie  anawere 
for  every  one,  as  well  for  bis  forth  oomuiingo  ;  as  also  that  they 
shaU  be  quiott,  aud  dooQoe  hurte  for  the  time  they  shall  coutyuuo 
in  the  said  bouw.  .   .  . 

"  Item,  It  is  ordered,  that  such  whippes  as  shall  bo  made, 
IcTned,  or  appoynted  for  tho  punishment  of  such  idle  persons, 
igf,  Tacabondii,  or  sturdie  beggurs,  or  such  like  people,  as  for 
thfrira  idlcnoB,  vantones,  and  lowde  dcmenour,  &huX  be  soule 
thethor,  shal  he  made  with  twotr  onnlett  withnwte  knotty;  and  the 
partie  that  shall  receyve  this  puninhment  ^hall  have  his  or  theire 
duthcfl  turned  of  thciro  sbouldcra  to  tho  imiirv  nkynue  duwne  to 
the  waste,  tind  then  have  that  correction  by  the  whipp  as  before 
wtt  downe  and  appointed  for  them. 

"IUtu,  Ui»  ordered,  that  all  unruHe  and  stubborne  persons 
shal  be  oorrocted  oft'ner,  and  iis(?d  buih  with  harder  ologgs, 
shackles,  irons  or  both,  and  with  tluuuer  diett  and  harder  labour, 
nntyll  he  or  she  shall  be  brought  to  reasonable  obcxlience  and  sub- 
BtiKion  to  thr>  keper  of  the  said  house ;  and  that  every  perj^on  that 
ahiill  stubbornely  refuse  to  liil»ur  and  workf,  as  he  or  she  ithal  bo 
>iui(xl  by  the  keper  of  tho  s;iid  house,  or  shall  not  be  ([uictt  or 
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obedient  to  his  commundeuient  to  be  ordenxl  uccordinge  to  tb« 
rulee  of  the  «iid  bouse,  shuU,  for  bis  or  her  fyrst  refueull,  have 
fower  stripes  with  tbc  sitid  wbipp,  mid  Gbull  have  a  cloggv, 
sbacklci  or  cbcino  putt  uppon  bini ;  and  for  bit)  or  her  second 
rcfiieal,  shall  havo  vj  stripes  with  the  eaid  whipp ;  und  the  thurde 
tyme  that  ho  or  sbo  shall,  ufW  these  corrections,  rcfosc,  and  be 
still  obfltiuato  in  obcycing^o  the  said  commaundcmcnt  of  the  said 
kcper,  then  every  such  person  slull,  by  one  of  the  said  Justices  of 
the  Peace  dwellingo  within  the  bundroths  and  lymitts,  uppon  just 
complainte  mude  unto  hym  or  them  thereof,  to  be  committed  to 
the  noxt  gayle.  there  to  be  punished  as  a  roage  accordinge  to  the 
Btatnte.  .  .  . 

"  Item,  It  is  ordered,  that  every  person  committed  to  the  said 
hou«e,  ahall  have  for  their  diettf,  theit*  portions  of  meate  and  drinke 
followinge,  and  not  above,  (viz.)  At  every  dynner  and  supper  on 
the  desbe  daies,  bread  made  of  rye,  viij  ounce*  troye  wuigbt,  with  a 
pynte  of  porredge,  a  quarter  of  u  ixtund  of  flesbe,  and  a  pint«  of 
beare,  of  the  rate  of  itj«.  a  barreil,  e»ery  borrell  to  eont#}Tio 
xxxtJ  guUands;  and  ou  ever}-  fyshe  daie  at  dynner  and  tmpper 
the  like  quautitie,  made  eytbur  of  milk  or  pease  or  such  lyke,  und 
the  thurd  part  of  a  pound  of  cbese,  or  one  good  heringe,  or  twoe 
white  or  redd,  acoordiuge  as  the  keper  of  the  house  BhaU  tbiuke 
meete. 

''  Item,  It  is  ordered,  that  such  persona  as  will  ap])lie  tbeiro 
worke,  shall  have  allowance  of  beuro  and  a  little  bread  between 
meales,  as  the  keper  of  the  house  shall  f}'nd  that  he  doth  deserve 
in  bis  said  worke. 

"  Item,  It  is  ordered,  that  they  which  will  not  worke  shall  have 
noe  allowance  but  brcod  and  beorc  onloy,  untill  thoy  will  oonionne 
themselves  to  worke.  .  .  . 

"  Item,  Yt  is  ordered,  that  all  such  persona  as  have  any  noto- 
rious infective  decease  uppon  him,  shall  not  be  acnte  to  the  said 
bouse  of  correction  to  rcmayne  there,  hut  onely  at  the  discretion 
of  such  Justices  of  the  Peace  bt^forc  whome  any  such  person  shall 
be  brought,  shall  and  maio  by  them  bo  sent*  to  the  said  bouse, 
there  to  be  whipped,  ua  they  shall  appoyntc;  and  thcrcuppon  to 
be  conveied  from  thence  to  the  place  of  tbeire  byrth,  or  last 
abude  three  yvars,  according  to  the  statute. 

"  Ittm,  It  in  ordered,  that  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  sent  to 
the  said  house  of  correction,  and  shall  have  any  yongc  children 
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tlist  shall  wtmder  about  with  Uiem  and  uot  able  to  worke  ;  libat  all 
8utb  vbil(lrf?n,  rluringe  tbu  abode  of  Buvb  pci-6t>Qs  witbiu  tbo  said 
bouse,  HbaLl  be  found  witb  meate,  drinkc,  and  lodgiagc  convcait-nt, 
at  the  charge  of  tbc  keper  of  tho  said  bouse." 

Of  ibe  number  of  rogues  and  vagabonds  wandering  about  at 
tilts  period  i/nntion,  writing  in  the  year  1577,  thus  speaks: — 

"  It  is  not  yet  full  threescore  yeares  since  this  Iradc  began  :  hut 
bow  it  bath  prospered  since  thai  time,  it  is  casic  to  judf^ ;  for  thc}- 
aro  now  supposed,  of  one  sex  and  another,  to  amount  unto  above 
10,(KH>  persona ;  as  I  have  beard  reported." 

The  "trade"  to  which  Harrison  alludes  is  that  of  professional 
mendicity  carried  ou  in  u  corporate  fusbiou  by  organised  wander- 
ing gangs. 

In  the  year  1579  the  Council  write  to  the  Bishop  of  2?orwivh 
uad  the  juaticns  of  Norfolk  to  cummuud  thuir  uxurtious  iii  iha 
erecting  of  a  "  I'ourme  for  the  punishment  of  loyterwrs,  etubborno 
•enrantee,  ajid  tho  setting  of  vugaboiidev,  rcagues,  uud  other  idle 
people  to  work,  after  the  manner  of  Bridewell." 

llie  reproBsiTo  measures  against  vagrancy  in  tUo  City  of  Loudon 
wore  at  this  time  continued  with  good  cfioct,  as  Stow  tolls  us 
that — 

"  Hecorder  Fleettcood  had  set  up  Privy  Reorchca  in  London  for 
the  better  finding  out  of  Ioo»c  and  dangeroun  Per.4on6,  w)io  about 
these  times  exceedingly  pestered  the  City.  In  these  Privy  Searches 
be  eaiployed  trusty  Officers  to  go  about  secretly  into  the  nlwcnrer 
Parts,  to  seek  for  Koguea  and  Thieve*.  By  which  course  beat  la&t 
almost  cleared  tho  Town  nf  them.  In  the  year  1581,  Boon  after 
CkrutmaM,  were  brought  into  Justice  UaU  above  an  hundi-«d 
Penoss  token  in  one  Jiight's  Privy-Search,  as  we  shall  hear  by 
and  by. 

"  And  aa  they  hud  these  ways  to  find  out  and  bring  to  tight 
theae  idle  raariterloes  Beggars  and  Vugabuuds :  so  they  bad  divers 
sorts  of  Punishments  for  Ibem,  numely  impriaonmeul  at  BrideweU, 
and  whipping  there  ;  and  such  us  were  strong,  were  sent  eometimcs 
to  tbfl  M  lines*  and  somotimes  to  the  Ligbtera  to  work. 

"  Upou  occasion  of  a  grent  Parcel  of  Uoguus  Gucompassing  the 
Queen's  Coach  near  hlmgton  one  Evening  in  the  Yi:ar  aforesaid, 
mbai  she  was  riding  abroad  to  take  the  Air;  (which  seemed  to 
pBt  hiT  into  some  Disturbance)  Notice  -was  presently  given  to  tbfl 

<  Mills. 


120 


VAGRANTS  AND  VAGEANOt, 


Jluior  and  Kecorder.  On  thai  Night  and  the  noxl  Day  were  taken 
Seventy  Four  llogues,  and  sent  to  Jirii/eicfl/.  .  .  . 

*'  Upon  Siirtdaff,  the  day  afler  ihie  TweJfth-Day,  out  of  the 
Diitchy,  Wi'simimttr,   Southirark;  Ltimhi^th,  and  Nttrivglon. 
gathered  up  a  Shoal  of  Forty  Ropuea,  Men  and  "Women.    All  sent  ■ 
to  BriileweU.     The  name  Day  Altemoon  at  Paul*,  were  taken  up 
Twenty  cloaked    Rngnea,    that   used    to    keep    their   Standinga| 
there 

"The  nest  Day,  Six  Fellows  were  hronght  ontofthe  Saroy  Ho»- 
pilal,  entertained  there  as  Poor.  Who  were  nothing  elise  but 
Dniymen  to  Brewers.  They  were  8oondIy  paid/  and  sent  home 
to  their  Masters, 

"All  Tueadatf,  Wednrtftnt/,  a.nd  T^urgrlay  c»me  in  Numbern  of 
Itogues  thai  were  rewarded  according  to  their  I>e*>ert«.  The  Strong 
put  to  Lahour  and  the  Weaker  disniiet  into  their  Countries. 

"  J^'idat/  at  the  Justice  Ilall  were  brought  in  above  an  Hun- 
dred. .  .  . 

'*  Sn(urday  after  Dinner,  the  Recorder  wont  to  I'auU  and  other 
Places,  as  well  within  tbo  libertiw  as  elsewhere;  and  foujid  not 
one  Rogue  stirring. 

"Tile  Olwervations  the  Recorder  made  to  the  l<ord  Treasurer 
concerning  the  Transactions  of  this  week,  were,  That  of  all  these 
Companies  there  were  not^  of  London,  Westmiuaifr,  SoHi/nrarf:, 
iiidtlltKfX  nor  Surrey,  above  Twelve ;  the  residue  for  the  moet  pert 
were  of  ffalea,  Halop,  Chfsfrr,  Somerwf,  Berks,  Oxfoi'd,  Esser :  And 
that  few  or  none  of  them  hud  been  about  London  above  three  or 
four  Months.  And  that  they  met  not  again  with  any  in  all  their 
Searches  tbathad  received  runishmcnt.  Hocautiousdid  good  Labour 
and  good  whipping  make  them.  And  further,  he  olwerved,  that 
the  chief  allurera  of  tlu'se  evil  people  were  the  iSneoy,  and  the 
Brick-kilns  near  hlington. 

The  laws  do  not,  however,  appear  to  have  been  put  in  force 
cffi^ciouiily  throughout  the  cnuntrv,  h»  John  Xorthhroukt-  in  the 
year  1S79  thus  complains  of  the  want  of  vigour  in  executing 
them : — 

"  If  the«o  and  such  like  lnwee  were  executed  iu*tlie»  truUe,  and 
Beucrelie  (as  they  ought  to  be)  without  anie  rotpoct  of  ]>erson8, 
^1  -  iir  or  (ricndBhip,  this  doung  and  filth  of  idlencsfte  would 
•  '-lUe  be  reiected  and  cast  out  of  thisCommonwealth;  there  would 
>l  be  BO  manie  lo^iering  idle  ]>eraonfi,  so  manie  Rufhaus,  Blasphe- 
•  Dcalca.    "  I  will  pij-  yna  is  cadgrk"— /fmrv  V.  Ati  V.  Sc  t 


A\T>  nKGOATlS  AXD  BEGGING. 


I-Jl 


incrs,&  Swinge  Buckelera,so  maDioDruukurdB,Tue8opott«B,  Wbore- 
xoainters,  Dauncer?,  Fidlers  und  MiustrvU,  I)tCL-pIui(<ns,  &  31u(ikeTii, 
FenoerB,  Thccues,  Knterludepluiers,  CulpurBus,  CouaiiierB.Miiisler- 
leise  seruaimtcs,  JuglerSf  Roguef<,  Bturdie  Beggertt,  counterfsit 
E^yptiana,  &o.,  as  there  are,  if  these  doungbillc^  and  filthe  in 
Common  wooloa  were  removed,  looked  vnto,  and  oleiine  cast  out.  liy 
the  induBtric,  paine,  and  trauell  of  those,  that  are  set  in  authoritie,  \ 
and  hone  goucmement." 

lu   the  year  I5S7  we  get  a  glimpse  in  the  Derby  Household 
Bcxtks  nf  the  treatment  of  ragmnts  at  the  house  of  a  great  noble- 
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"  Orders  touching  the  go^mcnt  of  my  L.  hia  house  sett  downe 
the  xii"'  of  Maye,  Anno  rcgni  rene  Eliz.,  &c  ,  xsix".  1687. 

■•  14.  Tt'm,  that  ray  Lo.  his  chlefc  ofEoors  make  a  weeklie  rewe 
id  take  ord'  that  noe  vagrant  pi(ma  or  maiat^rlcs  men  he  fon- 
tared  and  kept  aboute  the  houae  and  that  noe  household  srvante 
of  nnye  degree  b<-c  piTiitted  to  carie  forth  of  the  liouse  or  gate* 
any  mane'  of  victualU  bread  or  drinke." 

At  the  end  of  los9  a  coinmiA.sion  was  issued  to  the  lord 
lieutenants  of  the  seTcml  ahireit  autlioriHi'ng  them  to  appoint 
provoet  marshal:!  for  the  upprohcneiou  and  piiniitbiuout  of  ttoldiors, 
miirtners,  and  other  vagrant  and  niaRterlijHS  persoittt  und  sturdy 
vagabonds.  This  wti»  follnwcd  in  1501  by  a  proclamation  "  that 
there  is  a  wandering  abroad  of  a  nmltitude  of  peujile,  tbi-  most 
part  pretending  that  they  have  served  in  the  wars,  though  that 
many  bare  not  servtMl  at  all,  or  have  run  uwuy,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  punished  instt^ad  of  retieved." 

Tho  severe  penalties  decreed  by  the  14  Eliz.,  c.  5,  were 
modiHed  in  the  year  1.^92-3  by  the  35  EHk.,  c.  7,  ss.  6,  7,  by 
which  gaoling,  boring  through  the  car,  end  death  in  the  second 
degree  were  abolished,  and  puniohment  by  whipping  under  the 
22  Hen.  VIIT.,  c.  12.  ».  12,  revived  instead.  The  effective  clear- 
ances of  beggars  in  the  City  appear  to  have  caused  the  authorities 
to  relax  tbe  measures  taken  against  them,  as  Sirtfpf  tells  us  liiat 
"  Ahonl  the  year  l-IDS,  and  before,  the  City,  as  well  as  other  Parts 
of  the  kingdom,  whs  grievously  pestered  with  Beggars;  and  they 
many  of  them  poor  disbanded  soldierv,  became  poor  and  maimed 
by  the  wars  in  the  jtotr  CountnenanA  with  Spain  ;  and  many  more 
thai  pretended  themselves  to  be  su  who  committed  many  Uob- 
berivB  and  Oulniges.  This  caused  the  Queen  to  sot  forth  a  I'rocla- 
mat  ion  in  the  mouth  oC  FrbrNoiy,  for  the  SuppresfiHff  of  ih(  Mufti- 


tttden  of  idle  Vd'jutvnth,  and  atoiiUng  miifchietVHs,  dangerom  PertoM 
from  hrr  Majeith/s  Court.     It  MiU  forth — 

"  It  wa«  foxiud  in  aad  about  tU«  City  of  London,  and  in  the  Parl-s 
near  about  hor  3Jajo£iicV  Court,  that  tht-ro  did  Lauut  and  rupiiir 
tt  groat  inultit  u<lu  of  wandering  Porsous.  Whi-roof  eoiue  were  men 
o(  Ire/and,  that  had  thciw  luta  Vuars  unnaturally  sorvod  us  liebeU 
i^inst  htT  ^Mujeotiea  Foruea  beyond  the  ^ob." 

The  City  then  again  beetirrtMl  itsL-lfon  tlio  subject,  as  wo  find  on 
the  17th  Novfuilwr,  loi>4.  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Uayor  to  the 
Lords  of  Guunvil,  forwanling  for  (heir  approval  copiyeof  orders  to 
1h)  unforced  against  vagranta,  and  oti  the  30tb  NovcmbtT  unuthcr 
letter  from  ihe  Lord  Alayor  to  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  appointing,  br  request  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  a  conference  with  them  upon  the  meoaurce 
to  be  taken  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancty. 

In  1S9Q  wc  find  another  letter  from  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the 
Ijords  of  the  Council  concerning  the  number  of  poor  In-gging 
within  the  City,  ond  requesting  the  aasiatance  of  their  lordships 
t,o  prevent  the  building  of  small  tendncnts  in  Southwark  and 
Kentish  .Street. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Council  responded  to  this  appeal 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  proceedings  iu  the  Star 
Chamber : — 

"  In  Camera  Slt'llata  coram  Concilio  ibidem,  Tioesimo  die  Octo- 
bria,  Anno  Kegui  KeginiB  Kli/Jibeths)  quudrugeeimo,  &c. 

J'rxieitUlMg, 

Tliomii  EigtrXdn  mil.  An'UitipiaoDpo  Contu- 

UlSu  Ouslod,  Magiii.  aricna, 

Si{,'illi  AdijHu:.  Pu|)hiiiii  niililc  Capi- 

\ybv  Noi-ili.  Lili  Jiivtic-  dv  Banco 

T>B()  Bu>':klior8U  Kegia. 

JuliantK!  Fortiifcue  nil-  A  ridwr»on  luiUlc  L'upi- 

ito  Cancelbr Seoc-  taliJontic.  <lc  Cum- 

cttrii.  iiiiiiii  itsiicu. 

"  This  day  Itiee  Onffiu  and  John  Scrips  were  brought  to  the  Barre, 
against  whomo  Edieard  CoU  Esquire,  her  Uoiestie's  Attoumey 
Ocueniil  did  enforme,  That  the  said  Grijfin  had  unlawfully  erected 
and  built  one  Tenement  in  Hog-lam*  in  the  Countie  of  Middiesfx, 
uhieh  hce  diridcd  into  two  severoll  rouracs.  wherein  were  now 
iuhdhiting  two  |>Dore  Tenants,  that  ouely  lived  and  worn  main' 
tuinetl  by  the  reliefeof  the  parishioners  there,  and  begging  i 
in  other  pluces :  und  that  the  suid  Jvhn  Scrips  bad  in  lik 
*  Out  of  Norton  F'.>lgale,  nun  culled  NVoiKltip  Stntct. 
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dirided  a  TeaemoDt  in  Shon/ich,  into,  vr  ubont  seveuteeno  Tenan- 
ci««  or  dwelliugs,  and  the  saiue  iuhtibitwl  by  divtTB  porsons  of  very 
poore  uud  biuu  coudhiua,  coiitrury  U)  tko  intent  and  mmuiu^  of 
hex  HigUnesBe  Proclmimtiun,  published  and  set  out  tlio  sevonth 
daj  of  July,  1580,  In  the  two  tiiid  twentieth  yeem  uf  her  High- 
uesae  Reigtie,  whereby  the  Kutnc,  itiid  such  maner  of  buildinfrs  aud 
divisioQa,  are  attoguthor  forbidden  aud  prohibited,  us  by  her 
Majesties  said  proclitmation  inure  at  large  ajiiieai-eth. 

"  Moreover,  her  higUiiesse  said  Attouniey  further  iiifbrmed  this 
Honourable  Court,  thnt  aithence  the  sayd  Proolamation,  suudrJe 
l>ecreeB  have  been  made  and  taken  by  this  Court,  aBwe!  I  fur  the 
prostrating,  pulling  downu,  and  defacing  of  divers  new  Buildings: 
an  also  for  reromiation  of  divisions  of  Tenements :  All  which 
riutwilhstanding,  sundry  wilfidland  disobedient  persona,  continue 
in  their  coulcmptuous  maner  of  buildings  and  divisions  :  by  nieanca 
whereof,  the  City  of  London,  and  suburbs  thereof,  are  over- 
charged, and  burdened  with  sundry  sorts  of  poorc,  bcggorly,  and 
eriU  disposed  per.-ions,  to  the  great  hinderanco  and  oppression  of 
the  same ;  So  as  the  Magistrates  and  Officers  in  and  aboutc  the 
CItie,  to  whom  the  due  execution  of  the  aforcsayd  Decrees  and 
Orders  chiefly  appertaiueth,  cannot  performe  and  doe  the  same, 
iiecording  to  the  purport  and  tenor  thereof :  And  in  regard 
lertof,  her  IXighnesw  said  Attoiirauy  humbly  prayed,  that  the 
lyd  Onfiin  uud  ScripM  might  receive,  and  have  indicted  on  them. 
wmie  condigne  and  tit  punishroeut,  and  that  at  the  humble  petition 
of  the  Lord  Maior  and  Aldermen  of  the  Citic  of  London,  and  other 
the  Justices  of  I'eace  of  the  Countic  of  J/kW/cscx  and  Surrrtf,  the 
Court  vould  bee  pleased  to  set  downe  and  decree,  some  last  and 
generall  order  ia  this  and  in  all  other  like  coses  of  now  Buildings, 
and  divisions  of  Teneraonts.  Whcroupon  the  Court  gravely  con- 
sidering the  great  growing  evils  and  inconvenioncefl  that  oon- 
tinuoUy  breed  and  happen  by  these  new  arecte<l  buildiugs  and 
dirtaona  made  and  divided  contrary  to  hor  MBJastioa  Huyd  Frocla- 
mation,  and  well  weighing  tho  reasons  of  the  aayd  Lord  Maior 
and  Aldurmint  of  Uio  sayd  Citie  and  .lur^tices  of  the  Coiinlies  aforc- 
uyd  iu  that  bi-halfe,  greatly  tendering  the  ovurhunlened  and 
distressed  esiute  of  the  inhabitants  that  dwell  in  sundry  tho 
puri-ihoa  where  the  sayd  new  Riiitdtngaand  diridnl  Tenements  are, 
if  log  for  the  most  part  but  of  Rmall  ability  to  beare  and  sustiiiue 
the  great  charge  which  is  to  growe  there  by  meanes  of  the  poor© 
placed  in  xuiidry  of  tho  new  erected  and  dirided  Tenements,  Have 
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therefore  by  ih*'  whole  wnd  general  coiiitf'nt  of  all  the  honouruble 
proscitce  here  sitting,  hearing  the  »ccuaations  aforesaid,  and  the 
Busweres,  d«fencvs,  and  allegations  of  the  »uid  Grij^n  aud  Script, 
ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  sayd  Onjfin  and  Sert/is  shal  be  uoin- 
mitted  to  the  prison  uf  the  Fleotc,  uud  pay  tweutie  poimdB  a  piece 
for  a  Fine  tolior  Majeetiu.' 

It  may  here  not  be  aniiHS  to  notice  auolher  cause  of  vugabondism 
at  this  Lime  which  is  set  forth  in  a  Tory  curiuiu  document  issuett 
by  tliG  Privy  Council  iu  1-595,  entitled — 

"A  briefenote  of  the  benofite  that  growe  to  thiu  KtiilmeAy  the 
obserralioH  0/  Fi»h-daie«  :  with  a  reaston  ami  cmtse  wherefore  tfif  /awe 
in  i/ittt  behalfe  made,  is  orrtained.  Very  ueoei(»ary  to  be  placed  in 
tho  houses  of  all  men,  specially  common  Viotualers." 

It  then  goes  on  to  say  : — 

"  In  the  first  yeere  of  her  Maiestios  most  gracious  raigne,  it 
was  ordained  that  it  should  not  be  lawfuU  for  any  person  within 
tbid  Kealmc,  to  eat  any  flesh  upon  any  daiesthcn  usiinlly  observed 
RB  fiah-dflies,*  upon  paine  to  forfeit  three  pounds  for  oucry  time 
he  offended,  or  sufier  three  months  impriBonmcnt  without  halle  or 
moinprizo  .... 

"Thb  Cavsk  am>  RijAsnje. 

'*  First  for  as  much  as  our  Countrey  is  (for  the  most  part)  com- 
passed with  the  iScas,  and  the  greatest  force  for  defence  thereof, 
under  Ood,  is  the  Queenes  Maicsties  Nauie  of  ships  :  for  mainte- 
nance aud  increase  of  the  said  Nauio,  this  lawo  for  abstinence  hath 
bcenc  most  carefully  ordained,  that  by  the  ccrtainc  cxpcncc  of  Fish, 
lisbiiig  uud  fishcnuen  might  be  the  more  increased  uud  the  better 
maintained,  ior  that  the  said  trade  is  thochoefest  Nource,  not  only 
fur  the  bringing  up  of  youth  mecto  for  ehippiug,  but  great  numbers 
of  ships  therein  are  v»od,  furnished  with  ^uilicient  Marrinera,  men 
at  all  limefl  in  a  rcedinen  for  hir  Muie^ties  HerTice  in  those  alfuires. 

"The  second  cause,  for  that  many  Townesand  Villages  upon  the 
Soa  coasta,  are  of  late  yt%re«  wonderfully  decayed,  aud  some  won* 
derfiiUy  depopulated,  which  in  times  pa^t  were  replenished,  not 
onelywith  Fisbermen.nndgreatstoreof  «bipping,  but  sundry  other 
Arti6cerft:  a«SlupwnghteB,Smitbes,Ropemaker8,?Ietmalcers,8ailc< 
makers,  Weauors,  Dre.-ijters,  Carriers  and  Utterers  of  fish,  maintained 
chiffly  by  fishing.      Tfmt  they  hrtfhy  agaiM  miyht  be  rtneirvd,  th« 

'  l-*riilAy  Anil  S<itiinUy  wcrv  ori^'innllr  A]i]Ktintod  tu  **  lijtb  iU^'a,"  to  wliich 
'WcdaoedMy  niw  )i>ldvd  ia  1902  bv  by  ^  Ebx.,  c  A. 
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tnntt  lehfrM/is,  ami  hath  hfienr  rattge  of  grtnt  »umf>erit  of  idle  persoiig, 
tcith  whom  the  Itea/nie  i*  grtatltf  </amaged  :  and  tliis  happenelh  ly 
rewon  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  sale  of  Fuh,  and  tho  caotcmpt 
which  in  eating  of  fiBh  i»  conccmod." 

In  ioQG  a  proclamation  waa  i^uod  against  pretended  soldiers 
umoying  people  bj  bogging.  Tlio  Queen,  it  its  stated,  will  appoint 
a  provost  marshal  with  |Kiwer  to  execute  them  upea  the  gallows 
without  delay.  The  City  authoriliee  followed  this  up  by  appoint- 
ing two  niarshaU  for  the  approhendiug  "of  vHgraiLt  and  other 
disordered  peruona." 

In  l*?!>H  another  similar  proclamation  waa  issued, 

Tbe  state' of  vagabondism  in  the  country  at  this  period  mty 
best  be  gathered  from  a  letter  •  written  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  in 
tho  year  1596  by  Edward  Ilext,  a  justice  of  the  peace  fur  Somer- 
■etshire,  and  which  reveals  the  following  among  the  main  causes 
for  the  increase  of  vagrancy — that  honses  of  correction  wore  not 
kept  up,  though  they  had  had  an  excellent  rcpreasivo  effect,  that 
burning  in  the  hand  was  not  permanent,  and  that  the  inferior 
officora  of  the  law  did  not  do  their  duty. 

"Your  lordship  may  behold  1S3  most  wicked  and  desperate 
persons  to  be  enlarged  :  and  of  these  very  few  came  to  any  good ; 
for  none  will  receive  them  into  service.  And,  in  truth,  work  they 
will  not ;  neither  can  they,  without  most  extreme  pains,  by  reason 
their  sinews  are  so  benumbed  and  stiff  through  idleness,  us  their 
limbs  being  put  to  any  bard  labour,  will  grieve  them  above 
measure :  soaa  they  will  rather  hazard  their  lives  than  work.  And 
this  I  know  to  bo  true  :  for  at  such  lime  as  our  houttes  of  corrcotion 
were  up,  (which  are  put  down  in  moat  |>arts  of  England,  the  more 
pity,)  I  sent  divers  wandering  fiuspicioiis  pcruone  to  the  house  of 
correction ;  and  all  in  general  would  bowoch  me  with  bitter  tears 
to  send  them  rather  to  the  gaol.  And  denying  Jt  them,  some  con- 
fessed felony  unto  me,  by  which  they  hazarded  their  lives,  to  the 
end  they  would  not  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  where  they 
ahould  be  forced  to  work 

"Others,  having  been  burnt  in  the  bund  more  times  than  one  ; 
for  after  a  month  or  two  there  will  bo  no  sign  in  the  world  :  and 
they  wil]  change  both  name  and  habit,  and  commonly  go  into 
other  Bhire«,  bo  as  no  man  shall  know  them 

"  For  Ood  is  my  witneaa,  I  do  with  grief  protest  in  the  duty 

•  Str>-pe. 
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of  a  subject,  I  do  not  sec  how  it  ia  possible  for  the  poor  coantrr- 
tnan  to  bear  the  burdens  duly  laid  upon  him,  and  the  rapines  nf 
the  infinite  number*  of  the  wicked,  wandering,  idle  people  of  the 
land:  so  as  men  are  drivea  to  watch  their  sheepfolda,  their  psa- 
ture?,  their  woods,  their  cornfields  :  all  things  growing  too,  too 
common. 

"  Others  there  be,  and,  I  f^r  me,  emboldened  by  the  wandering 
people,  that  slick  not  to  say  boldly,  thetf  must  not  starve,  tAcj/  tri/i 
pot  starre.  And  this  year  there  aaBombled  sixty  in  a  company, 
ond  took  a  whole  cart-load  of  cheese  from  one  driring  it  to  a  fair, 
and  dispersed  it  among  them 

"And  I  muyjuatly  say,  tliat  the  infinite  numbers  of  the  idio 
wandering  people,  and  robbers  of  tho  land,  are  Ike  chiofest  cauM 
of  the  dearth  :  for  though  tboy  labour  not,  and  yet  spend  doublo 
as  much  as  the  labourer  doth.  For  they  live  idly  in  tho  alu- 
houac!4,  day  and  night  eating  and  drinking  cscesaircly. 

"And  within  thiK  three  months  I  took  a  thief,  that  was  executed 
this  loHt  atwixes,  that  cnnfeH8e<l  unto  me,  that  bo  and  two  more  lay 
in  an  alehouse  three  ww-ks:  in  which  time  they  eat  twenty  fat 
sheep:  whereof  they  Btol»  every  night  one.  Beaidcs,  they  brake 
many  n  poor  man's  plough,  by  stealing  an  ox  or  two  from  him  : 
jund  Dot  being  able  to  buy  more,  Icaseth  a  great  part  of  his  tillage 
that  year. 

"Others  leese  their  sheep  out  of  their  folds;  by  which  their 
grounds  are  not  so  fruitful  as  otherwise  they  would  be.  And«uch 
(lumbers  being  grown  to  this   idle  and  thievish  life,    there  are 

(cant  sufficient  to  do  the  ordinary  liUuge  of  the  land And 

irhen  these  lewd  people  are  committed  to  the  gaol,  the  poor 
tfouatry  that  is  robbed  by  them  are  forced  there  to  feed  them, 
which  they  grieve  at :  and  this  year  there  hath  been  disbursed  to 
the  relief  of  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol  73/.  uud  yet  they  allowed 
but  Gt/.  a  man  weekly 

"The  tinker  in  his  budget,  the  pedlar  in  his  hamper,  the  glass- 
man  in  bia  basket,  and  the  lewd  proctors,  which  carry  the  broad 
seal  and  green  seal  in  their  bags,  cover  infinite  number  of  felonies : 
in  such  sort  that  tho  tenth  felony  comcth  not  to  light ;  for  he  hath 
his  receiver  at  hand,  in  every  alehouse,  in  every  bush.  And  these 
last  rabhlo  ore  very  nurwries  of  rogues. 

"  And  of  wandering  Boldicrs,  there  ore  more  abroad  than  ever 
were,  notwithstanding  her  Majesty's  most  gracious  proclamation 
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Intelj  set  forth  for  th«  suppresaing  of  tbeui ;  wliich.  batli  not  done 
that  good  it  would,  if  it  bud  been  used  as  it  ougbt 

"  Tour  lurd&bip  may  pui-ceivc  by  this  counterfeit  paaa*  that  I 
avad  you  enclosed,  tbut  the  luwd  youug  men  of  Fngluiid  an>  devnt^^l 
to  tbifl  n-icked  courae  of  life ;  for  the  mnu  tbat  travelled  by  colour 
of  it  is  inheritor  to  40/.  Iiind,  after  his  father;  and  hta  name  is 
Limerick.  His  father  a  gontlemau,  luid  d^voUeth  ut  Northbicfae, 
ill  the  county  of  Oloucustor.  I  kept  bini  iu  prinou  two  muutbs, 
and  examined  him  often,  and  yet  etilL  confirmed  the  truth  of  bis 
poMport  with  most  execrable  oatha  Whereupon  I  sent  in  to 
ComwaU,  irhere  he  Buid  his  mother  dwelt :  and  by  that  means 
diBcorering  him,  he  confessed  all.  By  which  your  lordship  may 
aee,  it  is  most  hard  to  diacover  any  by  examination,  all  being 
resolred  never  to  confess  any  thing,  assuring  themselves  that  none 
will  send  two  or  three  hundred  miles  to  discororthem  for  a  whip- 
ping matter,  which  they  regard  nothing :  for  all  that  were  whipped 
here,  upon  my  apprehension,  are  all  abroad. 

"  And  otherwise  will  it  never  be  without  a  more  severe  course, 
that  liberty  of  their  wicked  life  is  so  swoet  unto  them  1  may 
justly  say,  that  the  able  men  that  are  abroad,  seeking  the  spoil  and 
confusion  of  the  land,  aro  able,  if  they  were  reduced  to  good  sub- 
jection, to  give  the  greatest  enemy  her  Jilajesty  hath  a  strong 
battle,  and  (aa  they  are  now)  are  so  much  strength  to  tho  enemy. 
Besides,  the  generation  that  daily  springeth  from  thorn  ia  like  to 
be  most  wicked.  .... 

•  Tht  Falae  CfTlifieate  he/ort  mentiotteti 

"To  «ll  And  siDftulor  the  jiuticen  of  the  p«Al-k.  limyoro,  Sic.,  KnOw,  that  I 
T.  f,  kilt,  lord  Scrooin;  ul  Buhou,  loi-il  wunlcn  of  ilie  middle  manlics 

'■■  '    .iiiil  r.ijitaiii  iif  htT  Mj\ji--Ht_v'»  rilv  iil  Ciirlinlc. 

-  1  r.iii  iM^  htaiirr,  John  MiineriTig,  Woly  nirival  from  Srotljiml.  (ind  Mme 
befinv  nii-,  lirin^n;;  jn«t  pivof,  hy  hm  g»ti<luct,  from  Ihu  loni  uunlcu  of  Scnl- 
lu)<),  of  Ibi' caUAF  nf  his  arrival  in  Ent^lanil  anil  roiintrv  ;  ilK-i^o  arc  ihcrctnre 
to  ovtifjr  of  the  truth,  tbat  thw  said  Jglm,  wiih  other  of  his  couipany.  Ihruiifth 
tempest  of  foul  wmthcr,  w<^rc  driven  iuthi->ro  npon  th<;  nrtttli  \mtU  of  Sotlund, 
wbetebf  they  were  by  the  northUiid,  <-ulled  the  ScLiltich  Irit>h,  rohlml,  nml 
■pniled  of  thrir  Imrk.  niul  nil  therein.  Wliert'in  the  miid  Juh'i  1i<8t  of  hist  oKit 
jMn  the  viiluuof  thnrvstore  poundfi  and  htrCt«r,  and  beinK  ^cvouely  wotittdud 
m  thr  tlivli  with  A  d«rt,  ami  iu  the  Ami  with  uii  Arrow,  uuun  the  ;;m])}j|iiiK  of 
tlic  vliii)  :  th-^M:  are  ihc-nfure,  upun  CDmiderauoR  of  lliis  hi»  I0R8,  hJn  hurl,  uiid 
m»t  ntTc*«ity,t>irti[iif»tyf>iilo]><Tiiulhimloi>aMuntoWonnyliEiCVn]W;d1.  to 
aix  miillKiriitid  otlt^r  h'u  frituUs  thcK  ;  and  inber  innjcjtty'e  autuc  ri;(|uirc  you 
to  kHoto  hint.— Mi  uii  I'll  niih  the  oanie  niid  Kal  of  Lord  ScnKir«  ;  and  in  the 
aaracf  of  tlip  Karl  of  T'tiTiibi-rliiiid,  Hiuk.  Lrtiithrr,  and  diTcta  otni^r  jufitit'4>«  in 
Wtstnif:rliuid,  Voi  k,  Sluilyrd,  Wvr«e»l«?r,  (.Jlwuwter ;  ami  w  far  as  Suiiivtfet : 
vlivii  tbis  ^iitlfiniin  und  justice,  Mt.  Ili-xt,  found  out  the  cheat,  and  seal  his 
fvm  Ut  the  luri  ttoa«uRr,  «ncloe«U  iu  hU  iutter  lu  liim." 


Cgraxts  and 


"  But  llie  greatest  fuull  is  io  the  inferior  ministers  of  justice, 
wbicli  should  usti  more  earnest  eudeavour  to  bring  them  to  the 
seat  of  judg-inent  aod  justice/' 

TTie  evils  of  iodiscrimiuale  cliarity  and  the  inefficacy  of  exces- 
sively severe  puuislinieut  had  at  length  become  so  manifest  that  a 
Committee  of  tKu  ITouse  of  Commoas  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  exinting  lawn  relating  tg  the  poor,  and  certain  amendments 
propoa<<d  upon  them.  Thio  Committee,  uppurenlfy  acting  on  tho 
principle  that  adequate  relief  muat  be  provided  for  coses  of  desti- 
tution before  mendicity  can  bo  suppressed,  prepared  the  30  Eliz., 
c.  3  (1597),  which  fur  the  Hrst  time  made  systematic  provision 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  by  providing  for  the  appointment  ofover- 
Bcers  of  tie  poor  in  ever}'  parish,  who  were  cmpowcivd  with  tho 
consent  of  the  justices  to  raise  weekly  or  otherwise  by  taxation, 
from  every  inhabitant  and  every  occupier  in  the  parish,  in  auch 
competent  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  they  thought  fit,  u  convenient 
stuck  of  flux,  bcmp,  wool,  thread,  ii-on,  and  other  noocssary  ware 
aiul  stuff  to  set  the  poor  on  work  ;  and  also  competent  sumH  of 
money  for  the  necessiiry  relief  of  the  lame,  impotent,  old,  blind, 
and  other  poor  not  able  to  work ;  and  also  for  tho  putting  out  of 
children  to  be  apprenl.iccs. 

This  Act  was  immediately  followed  by  the  3ft  Eli?. ,  c.  4  (1597-8), 
whieb  repeals  all  t'ormer  Acts  against  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy 
beggars,  and  gives  the  following  definition  of  rogues  and  vaga- 
bonds : — 

"  All  persons  calling  themselves  Schollers  going  about  begging, 
all  Seafaring  men  pretending  losses  of  their  Shippes  or  goods  on 
the  sea  going  about  the  Countrj'  begging,  all  idle  persons  going 
about  in  any  Cuntry  cylher  begging  or  using  any  subtile  Crafto  or 
unlawtuU  Games  and  Playcs,  or  fayning  themselves  to  have  know- 
ledge in  Phisiognomyo  Palmestry  or  other  like  crafty  Scyence.  or 
pretending  that  they  can  toll  Destenyos  Fortunes  or  such  other 
like  fantasticull  Iiiiagynarotis;  all  pcreons  that  be  or  utter  them- 
Bclves  to  be  Proctors  Procurors  Patent  Gatherers  or  Collectors  for 
Gooles  Prisons  or  HospiiuUs ;  all  Fencers  Beurewards  cunion 
Players  of  Knlerludes  and  Minstrella  wuudring  ubruude  (utber  then 
Players  of  Enterludos  belonging  to  uny  Baron  of  this  Realme,  or 
any  other  honorable  Personage  of  greater  Degree,  to  be  auctory/ed 
to  play,  under  the  Hand  and  Seale  of  Armes  uf  such  Baron  or  Per- 
sonage); allJuglorBTyukere  Pedlers  and  Petty  Chjpmeu  waudriug 
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le;  all  ^andnng  pcrftonsand  comon  Labourore  being  perwna 
^Uembodycu«tinglovteringftnd  refiisiiigtoworcke  forBuch,  reawu- 
able  wagen  a«  is  taxed  orcomonly  given  iu  such  Parts  whore Buch  por- 
8on«  do  or  ehall  happen  to  dwell  or  abide,  not  having  ly  ving  other- 
wyw  to  mavnteYDe  themseUeB  ;  all  persona  dolivcrotl  out  of  OaoleK 
that  begg  for  their  I'ees,  or  othcrwiw.'  do  travayle  Iwgging ;  all  such 

rpvTMHU  OB  Bhall  wander  abroado  begging  protending  losses  by  Fyre 
AT  otherwise  ;  aud  all  such  persons  not  being  Fellons  wauderin;:; 
pnd  pretending  thcauelTes  to  bo  Ggipcyuns  or  waiiilering  in  the 
Ilabitc  Forme  or  Attyre  of  countorfayto  Egipctuos  ;  shallio  taken 
adjudged  and   deemed  Rogues  Vagabondfi  and   titurdy  Beggera. 
Every  sach  vagabond  found  begging  ia  to  be  stripi>ed  naked  from 
the  middle  upwards  and  openly  whipped  until  his  or  her  bodv  Im 
bloody  and  then  piused  to  bis  or  her  birthplace  or  last  re<;ide)ioe, 
I    and  in  case  they  know  neither  they  are  to  be  nent.  to  the  House  of 
Correction  for  a  year,  unleaa  some  one  gives  them  employment 
aooaer." 
Rognea  who  appear  to  bedangerouHto  the  inferior  sort  of  people, 
or  who  will  not  reform  their  rogaish  kind  of  life,  may  be  banished 
the  realm  or  sent  to  the  galleys  for  life ;  if  they  return  without 
license  they  are  to  sutTur  death  as  felons. 
The  penalty  on  constubtes  neglecting  to  apprehend  vagabonds  is 
increased  to  10s.,  and  the  peuultiea  on  masters  of  vetMiels  for  bring- 
M         ing  Vagabonds  from  Treland  aud  thu  Isle  uf  Man  is  again  fixed  at 
^B    SAs. ;  those  from  Scotland  are  also  now  included  in  this  prohibition , 
^^    aiid  tbe  vagabonds  themselves  so  brought  are  to  be  whipped  before 
I         they  are  sent  back. 

^1        The  reflations  for  the  diseased  poor  resorting  to  Bath  and 

^     Buxton  are  repeated,  and  the  exemption  of  the  privileges  of  John 

Datton  is  oontinacd.     Hhipwrecked  marinerB  providod  with  proper 

iMtuDonials,  ohildrcn  under  seven,  and  glaasmen  of  good  behaviour 

tnvalling  with  a  lioenao  from  throe  justioce,  are  exempted  from 

I  the  Act. 
Though  Scottish  vagrants  are  now  opDoifically  mentioned  for 
iha  first  time  they  must  have  made  their  appearance  in  England 
long  previously,  as  according  to  Harrison's  version  of  Boooe's 
"  History  of  Scotland,"  large  numbers  were  expelled  from  that 
oonntry  as  early  as  the  rpign  of  Duffo  (a.d.  908),  and  it  waa  after- 
wards a  ftii'ourite  remedy  with  the  Scotch  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
emlMrraflsing  themselves  of  tbeir  superfluous  rascality.     These 
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ezpairiaierl  vagabonils  were  not  suSercd  to  remain  in  the  Border 
TiFlagep,  as  is  evidwit  fnun  ibe  lawugniDflt  lioiterera  in  the  code  of 
liiirder  Ihwb  finally  ugn-ed  iipou  by  coininissioners  of  both  kiug- 
doma  Kpecitilly  appointud. 

"  15.  The  Wardens  shall  uAe  g:ood  heed  iu  erery  Marcho, 
that  none  of  the  broken  Iwrderers  (that  ia,  not  of  any  known  clau) 
be  suffered  to  keep  in  their  Companies  any  idle  persons,  not  em- 
ployed in  any  honest  service  or  trade;  and  likewise  that  no  idle 
persons  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  Border  Tillages  or  alehounes, 
certif}'ing  such  us  shall  receipt  them  on  their  ground,  that  they 
shnll  be  billable  for  their  bo  doing,  as  if  they  had  actually 
receipted  the  goods  8o  stolon." 

As  we  (ihnll  see  hereatW,  all  these  rascals  in  exile  from  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  Isle  of  Man  formed  a  formidable  addi- 
tion to  the  ranks  of  tbcJr  brethren  in  England,  and  furnished 
Ihcm  with  a  large  number  of  words  which  formed  their  secret 
jargon.  The  proelnmiition  of  the  Tear  1596  against  pretended 
soldiers  was  followed  up  by  a  severe  enactment  against  them, 
the  .39  Kliz.,  c.  17  (1597 — 8),  which  recites  "that  dyvers  lewde 
and  lyccneyous  persons,  contcmnyng  both  l.awes  Magistrates  and 
Bcligioti  have  ol  late  duyes  wondered  up  ajid  dowue  in  all  parts 
of  the  Reiilme  under  the  name  of  Soldiers  and  Marryners,  abusing 
the  title  of  that  honourable  Profession  to  countenance  their  wicked 
liehavioures,  and  docoutyuually  assemble  themselves  weaponed  in 
the  Liigb  wiiyes  and  elsewhere  in  Troupes,  tothegreate  terror  and 
astonyshmeut  of  her  Maje^tyes  true  Sahjccts,  the  ympeachment  of 
her  Lawes,  and  the  disturbance  of  the  Teacc  and  Traoquilitye  of  this 
Itcalme."  and  then  commands  such  persons  to  settle  themselres  in 
service  or  to  repair  to  their  place  of  settlement  upon  pain  of  being 
reputed  felons,  and  suffering  as  such  withoitt  bcnctit  of  clergy. 
Soldiers  and  sailors  wandering  without  testimonials,  and  also 
thoso  hearing  forged  testimonials,  are  also  to  suffer  as  felons. 

Vagabonds  falling  sick  and  unable  to  finish  their  journey 
within  the  time  limited  by  their  tostimonials  are  exempted. 

Justices  are  by  this  Act  erapowored  to  license  aoldiers  or  mari- 
nera  to  beg  on  their  way  home. 

The  43  Eliz.,  c.  3  (1601),  styled  an  "Acto  for  the  nocoRsario 
Releifc  of  Souldiora  and  Mariners,"  provides  that  weekly  nte« 
shall  be  raised  in  every  [Kirish  for  the  purpose  of  rclicWug  dis- 
abled Boldiers  and  mariners ;   it  also  rooiteM,   "  that  whereas  it 
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iim«t«  Qeedos  full  out  that  many  of  suche  hurte  aud  maymod 
Souldiors  and  Marriiiere  doe  arivo  in  I'ortes  and  Place»  fur  reroola 
frutn  tbu  Counties  whence  they  are  by  Vertue  of  this  Aote  to  receive 
tbeir  yeerlie  Anuxiities  and  Peneious  ;  as  also  they  am  preecrJbed 
by  tbis  Acta  to  *'  obtayne  the  Allowance  of  their  CVrtifirates  fmm 
the  Muster  Maistor  or  Receiver  GeneruU  of  the  Mu&ter  Roller,  who 
commoolie  is  like  to  abide  aboute  the  Courte  or  London,  ho  that 
they  shall  Deede  at  the  lirste  provision  for  the  bcaringe  of  their 
Charges  to  such  places."  It  then  cnacta,  "  that  it  may  be  lawfull 
for  the  Treasurers  of  theCountio  where  they  shall  arrive,  in  their 
diacre£Bn  upon  their  Certificato  (though  not  allowed)  to  giro 
them  any  convenient  releife  for  their  Journey,  to  carrio  them  to 
ihe  ncxte  Countie,  with  a  Tertimoniall  of  their  Allowance,  to  pasao 
on  towaidea  suchc  a  place,  and  in  like  manner  shall  it  bo  lawfull  for 
the  TreMorcr  of  the  nexte  Countie  to  doc  tho  like  ;  and  ago  from 
Ooontia  to  Coontte  (in  the  diroct«  wayc)  till  they  como  to  tho 
place  where  they  arc  directed  to  fjTide  their  Mointonanco,  accord- 
inge  to  the  tenure  of  thi«  Statute." 

It  ftiTther  enacts — 

"That  cTcrie  Souldicr  or  Mariner  that  shalbe  taken  bcginge  in 
any  place  within  this  Kealmo  after  tho  i'eaatc  of  Kast^r  nexte,  or 
any  that  shall  counterfoitc  any  GertiEcato  in  this  Acte  expressed, 
dull  for  ever  lose  hia  Annuitie  or  Pension,  and  shalbe  taken 
deemed  and  adjudged  as  a  common  Roguo  or  Vacaboud  person, 
and  shall  have  and  suatayno  the  aamo,  and  tho  like  Paynes  Impri- 
■onment  aud  Punyshmcut  as  is  appointed  and  provided  for  oom- 
oun  rogUM  and  vacabond  persons. " 

The  last  Act  of  this  reign  which  it  ia  requisite  to  notice  here  is 
43  Eliz.,  c.  2  (KiOl),  which  still  forms  the  basis  of  tho  Kngli>)h 
Poor  Law,  and  wlitch  providos  not  only  for  the  relief  of  the  piKir, 
hut  far  iAe  proper  administration  of  reli^,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  those  who  refuse  to  work  by  imprisoament  in  the  house  of 
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AcreA»inn  nf  JaiDM  I. — Pmclunfltion  AgainBt  Tacabontls  and  order  for  th«ir 
dc)Hirlnli(>it^[A'^i>Uti(m  sKaitivt  jilsv^ra  una  ^ftj^ritDbi — AcU  Of^nvli 
jnmlion,  iriii-lu'-mft.  &c — I'Ugiie-infectftil  penons  trosted  UTOgiLbonf 
8tiink-y's  ivmedy  for  begsnrs  and  rubbera — Eatunaled  iiuiu1>cr  of  i>Ue 
Vftcnuitt— The  whipinnft  of  \ fti^nw— Proctftinstion  iwutM  ovenTowdiriK 
— L(;KiBlstii)ii  o(  1G0S-1&— DeportaUou  of  VB^;:ranU  to  Tiitdoia — Action  ot 
the  Ci^  of  Uoii'Ion — Iwtif  of  copjH-r  fftrlliinpt  ortok^nn — Levy  of  vifcnuita 
as  soldiers  for  the  war  in  tlie  Fuatinate — Ueign  of  Charles  1. — Iriah  vmm- 
Uintlft— CoiDDiiHinn  of  1630  fot  nnttiiiK  in  czccation  the  Uwm  f>ir  the 
wlkf  of  the  poor  luid  the  tuitpreaaiaD  of  vagruicy' — Ik^jtant  iu  the  <;ity — 
Li>n*l'>ti"»  *>J  the  LoDf^  Parliamenl — Act*  agoiiut  phiyen — Piynue'i 
Histrio-mmtix — PcoclunatioiiB  in  the  City^Utw  ctf  1656. 

TriTHiN  six  montli*  of  tlie  aoceeeion  of  Jameo  I.  Tagalxmdiwn  had 
reached  Bucb  u  pitch  tliat  it  was  found  aecesuiy  to  iasue  the  (A- 
lowing  proclamation  ngainst  them  : — 

"Wheryag  at  a  Parliament  holden  at  WeftmiM/er  in  the  nine 
and  thirtith  Yearc  of  the  Uuigne  of  his  Majfttie't  late  deare  Sister 
deceased,  Queca  EUzaheth,  a  profitable  and  necessane  Luwe  wua 
made  for  the  repressing  of  Bonnes,  Vagabonds,  idle  and  dissolute 
persons,  wherwith  this  Kealm  waa  then  much  infested,  by  the 
due  Execution  ofwhtoh  Lawe  great  Qood  ensnod  to  the  whole  Com- 
mon Weale  of  this  Kealmc;  but  now  of  late,  by  the  Kemt^snes 
JJegligence  and  Connivency  of  some  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  other 
ofHocrs  in  divers  parts  of  the  Iiealm>  they  have  swarmed  and 
abounded  cverie  where  more  fimiuentlie  than  in  times  past,  which 
will  grow  to  the  great  and  iminent  BuDger  of  the  whole  T<4.'nlmc, 
yf  by  the  Goodncs  of  Ood  Almightie,  and  tho  due  and  timely 
Execution  of  the  said  Law  the  same  he  not  prevented ; 

"  And  whore,  to  tho  end  that  no  Impediment  might  bo  to  tho  | 
duo  and  full  Execution  of  tho  same  Law,  bis  Highncs  Pririej 
Councell,  according  to  the  Power  to  them  in  that  behalf  given  byf 
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the  Boid  Law,  have  by  their  order  assigned  Places  and  partes  beyond.  I 
the  Seas,  unto  which  such  incorrigible  or  dangerous  Rogues  should  | 
ac«onliog  to  the  same  Lawe  be  banished  and  conveyed,  as  by  the 
order  in  that  behalfe  made,  aud  under  this  present  Proclainatiou 
psrliculerlie  raentiuned  and  set  downe,  more  at  large  appeareth  ; 

"  His  M'tjfttU  purponiiig,  for  the  uiiiverwill  Guod  of  the  whole 
Realme,  to  have  the  same  Lawe  dulie  and  fuUy  executed,  doth,  by 
advice  of  his  Pririe  Couocell,  recjuire  all  Justices  of  Peace,  Mayors, 
BajUfes,  Headboroughcs,  Cuustablmf,  aud  other  officers  ^rhatiioever 
to  whom  it  apperteineth,  to  see  the  said  Lawe  be  in  all  the  Partes 
and  Braoohei!  of  the  same  carefully  duely  aud  exactly  executed, 
as  they  and  ererte  of  them  wiU  answer  the  contrarie  at  thoir 
uttermost  Perills."  . — . 

This  is  followed  by  an  Order  in  Council  specifying  the  following 
countries  as  the  "  Places  or  Partes  to  which  incorrigible  or  dan- . 
gertniB  roguee  shall  be  banished :  The  New  found  Londo,   the 
East  and  West  Indies,  t'raunoe,  Qermaaie,  S[»iyne,  and  the  Lowe 
Countries  or  any  of  them."  ^ 

How  far  this  peculiar  order  was  carried  out,  and  how  the 
countries  which  wore  made  the  rocipienta  of  these  carf^oes  of 
English  scum  treated  the  matter,  does  not  appear ;  probiibly  they 
sent  them  hoclc  again,  as  was  the  caive  with  some  Knglish  gypsies 
who  in  the  reign  of  Klirabetb  were  deported  to  Norway. 

This  proclamation  was  soon  after  followed  by  the  1  Jac.  I.,  o.  7 
(I6U3-4),  which  continues  the  8!)  Kliz.,  c.  4,  but  declares  that 
no  license  by  any  nobleman  shall  exempt  players  from  the  Act ; 
it  also  repeals  the  exemption  to  glassmen,  and  declares  them  to  he 
ro^vatL  It  ordains,  that  in  order  that  incorrigible  or  dangerous 
rogues  may  be  identified,  they  shall  be  branded  in  the  lel^  shoulder 
with  ■  hot  burning  iron  of  the  breadth  of  an  Eui^Ush  shilling, 
with  a  great  Human  R  upou  the  iron,  and  the  branding  upon  the 
shoulder  to  be  mj  thoroughly  burned  aud  set  upon  the  skin  aud 
flash  that  the  letter  R  be  eecn  and  remain  for  a  puriMjtuul  mark 
upcm  such  rogue  during  his  or  her  life,  aud  then  bo  sent  tu  his  or 
her  place  of  settlumeut,  Any  rogue  aguin  offuudiug  is  to  suffer 
death  as  a  feluu  without  benefit  of  clergy.  All  persuua  are  com- 
manded to  apprehend  roguoR  under  a  jHinalty  of  lUs. ;  the  penalty 
OD  eonstsblea  for  neglect  is  20(9.  The  privileges  of  John  Duttou 
am  exempted  from  the  Act,  which  is  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
orxi  Parliament. 
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The  increased  stringency  of  the  regulations  a£rQctin<*  plays  and 
playora  was  no  doubt  greatly  owing  to  tho  puritanical  opposition 
to  thorn  which  had  long  before  this  shown  it^wlf,  aa  John  North- 
brookr,  in  a  Treatise  "wherein  dicing,  dauncing,  Taine  plaics  or 
Kntcrludcs,  with  other  idle  pantimoa  &c.  commonly  vsed  on  the 
Sabboth  day,  are  reproved,"  published  in  1570,  thus  inveighs 
BguinRt  them,  "  For  1  am  perauadcd  that  Satan  hath  not  a  moro 
Hpeedie  way  £  fitter  Hchoole  to  worke  and  teach  hi»  dcniro  to  bring' 
men  and  ^onien  into  bin  ftuarc  of  concupiscence  and  tillhio  lust«a 
of  wicked  whorodome,  than  those  places  and  plaieo,  and  Theatres 
jtrK  :  and  therefore  ncKessario  that  tbnse  places  and  plaiers  should^ 
bee  forbidden  and  di.4»oluHJ  and  put  downe  by  authoritie." 

This  puritanical  feeling  was  further  deferred  to  by  the  3  Jac.  I., 
c.  21  (1605-6),  entitled,  "  An  Acte  to  restrain©  Abuses  of  Players, 
For  the  prerenting  and  avoyding  of  the  greale  abuse  of  the  Holy 
Name  of  Qod  in  Stageplayes  Interludes  Maygames  Shewes 
uud  Buch  like."  It  enact«  thai  "if  at  any  tyme  or  tymes  after 
the  end  of  this  present,  se^mjiou  of  Parliwrnent,  any  person  or  per- 
sons doe  or  shall  in  any  Stageplay  Interlude  Shewe  Maygame  or 
Piigeant  geatingly  or  prophanely  hpeake  or  use  the  holy  name  of 
God  or  of  Christ  Jesuf,  or  of  iho  Holy  Ohtwte  or  of  the  Trinilio, 
which  are  not  to  bo  spoken  but  vriih  feure  and  reverence,  shall 
forfeite  for  overie  mich  oflbnoo  by  hyni  or  thera  committed  Tenne 
Pouudo.*'  Considering  that  James  himself  is  reportetl  Uy  hsva 
made  "&  great  deal  too  bold  with  Go<l  in  his  passion,  both  with 
cursing  and  swearing,  and  a  si  ruin  liigher,  verging  on  blasphemy," 
this  statute  seems  to  einbo<)y  the  cwuception  of  Satan  n-proving 
■ill.  ShakHpere,  it  rnay  be  stated,  mentions  the  nmno  of  God 
more  than  a  thousand  times  in  the  course  of  his  piays. 

We  may  here  appropriately  take  cognisance  of  the  Actt  against 
propheciea  and  witchcraft,  oh  they  form  a  series  of  supplementary 
measures  directed  against  those  whom  the  Vagrunt  Act  of  1S30-1 
denounces  for  telling  "destinies,  diseases,  and  fortunes."  By 
tho  33  lien.  Vlll.,  o.  8  (1641-2),  persons  using  inrocations,  or 
other  practic^'fi  of  sorcery,  to  discover  treasure,  &c.,  or  te  destroy 
ur  injure  any  one,  or  to  provoke  unlawful  Ioto,  are  declared  felons 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  By  tho  5  Eliz.,  c.  16  (1562-3),  per- 
(toiis  usiii*,'  any  invocations  of  spirits  whatever,  or  practising 
witvhcrul't  whereby  death  shall  ensue,  are  declared  felons,  and  the 
penalty  enacted  for  pructising  witchcraA  to  the  bodily  harm  ol 
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any  one  is  for  a  first  offoaco  one  year's  ioapriaonmunt  and  pillory ; 
B  sucood  oScnce  i&  declared  fcluny  ;  and  llic  punalty  on  practising 
wiu-hcraft  to  discover  or  provoku  uiiUiwfiil  lova  is  I'or  a  first 
offiiQco  one  }'our'a  imprisouniunt  and  pillory,  and  for  a  second 
ofFeaoe  forfeiture  of  gooda  and  imprisonment  for  life.  Tliis  Act 
wa«  repealed  by  the  1  Jac.  L,  c.  lU  (I<i0ii-4),  which  then  pro- 
oeeda  to  enact  "  for  the  better  restraining  the  said  ufibncee,  and 
more  Revere  pimiflhing  the  same,"  ihut  invoking  or  consulting 
evil  ffpin'ts,  taking  iip  dejid  bodies  or  parts  of  dead  persona  for 
the  purposes  of  witchcraft,  or  practising  witchcraft  to  the  harm  of 
any  pprson,  shall  be  deemed  felony,  flnd  persons  declaring  by 
witchcraft  where  treasure  is  hidden,  or  where  things  lost  or  slolea 
■ihould  be  found,  or  provoking  any  person  to  unlawful  love,  or 
alteaiptiug  to  hurt  cattle  or  persuitH,  are  for  the  first  uilence  to  be 
iroprisuned  fur  one  year  and  stand  once  a  quarter  in  the  pillory 
for  nix  faourft,  and  fur  a  second  ofieuco  are  to  Buffer  death  aa 
felons. 

By  the  33  Heu.  VIII.,  c.  14  (1541-2),  persons  pretending  to 
make  prophecies  founded  on  onus,  cognisanc«B,  or  badges  as  to  the 
future  fate  of  tlio!«  who  hear  them  are  declured  guilty  of  felony. 
Uy  3  &  4  Kdw.  VI.,  c.  15  (1549-50),  this  bw  is  specially  directed 
Bgainst  tboM  persons  who  make  such  prophecies  regarding  the 
King  for  the  purpose  of  rallying  insurrections.  This  Act  is  con- 
tinued by  7  Kdw.  VI.,  c.  11  (1552-3),  and  hy  5  Eliz.,  c.  15 
(Ifi62-3),  made  especially  applicable  to  the  Queen. 

The  terror  gcncmtly  occasioned  by  the  plague  was  the  cause  of 
UMlber  addition  to  the  existing  Vagrant  Act  in  the  year  1603-4, 
as  hy  the  1  Jac.  I.,  c.  31,  entitled,  "An  Acte  for  the  charitable 
R«Uefc  and  orderinge  of  persons  infected  with  the  Plague,"  it  is 
etuutetl — 

"  If  any  infected  person  commanded  to  keepe  house,  »hall  con- 
irarie  to  euob  Commaadment  wilfullie  and  contemptuously  goe 
abroade,  and  shall  converge  in  companie,  haviuge  any  infectious 
•pre  upon  bym  uQcured,  that  then  such  person  and  persons  shalbe 
taken  deeiued  and  adjudged  us  u  Felon,  and  to  suffer  Paines  of 
IVnitb  as  iu  case  of  Felonie  ;  but  ii  such  persou  bhull  not  hare  any 
such  tore  found  about  b}m,  then  for  his  saido  offence  to  be  pun- 
ished as  a  Vagabond  m  all  respects  should  or  ought  to  be  by  the 
titututemade  iu  the  nyue  and  thirtieth  yeere  of  ihe  Ueigtio  of  our 
late   Sorcraiug  Ladie  t^ueene  Elizabeth    for  the  puuishmeut  of 
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Roguee  and  Vagabonds,  and  further  to  bo  boimde  to  bi«  or  tbiere 
good  behanour  for  one  whole  yeere." 

A  rery  curious  tract  written  in  thia  reign,  but  not  publiBhed 
till  the  ywir  1646,  enables  us  to  form  a  concwplion  of  the  stat«  of 
vagflbondisro  at  this  period.  It  is  styled,  "Stanleyes  Remedy, 
or  The  Wuy  how  to  reform  wandring  Beggers,  Theevea,  High 
way  Robbers  i»nd  Pick  PocketA,"«nd  profess6«  to  be  "  The  Recan- 
tation and  conversion  of  Mr.  StaitUy,  soinetinries  an  Inn.^  of  Court 
gentleman,  and  aftenvards  by  lewd  compitny  became  a  high- 
way robber  in  Queen  EUzahetk't  reign,  baring  hia  life  pardoned, 
bee  loathe  his  wiuked  cour«e  of  life,  and  writes  to  King  Jiwtet, 
shewing  a  meanes  and  remedy,  how  the  poore  of  bis  Kingdom  may 
be  groally  relieved,  by  the  means  of  workhouwM,  iu  all  Cities, 
Market- tow nea,  and  all  able  pariahee  iu  the  Kiogdome,  and  bow 
by  this  roeunes  wuiidring  begging,  idleneflse,  and  au  untimely 
ahamefuU  end  will  bee  much  prevented  amongst  oumie.  Idleneflae 
and  prodigality  being  the  grand  causes." 

"The  grand  wiukednesse  of  this  kiagdome,  which  makes  the 
kiugdome  not  onely  poore  but  also  rerte  wicked,  he  ihoweth  to  be 
three  sort**,  ciz. : — 

"  1.  All  aorta  of  roeguish  wandring  Vagronta. 

"  2.  All  sorts  of  theeros,  higb-way  robbers,  pick-pockcta,  and 
such  like. 

"3.  All  such  houses  as  tnainlaine  bawderio,  and  such  like 
idlenesso,  which  doth  not  only  wast  men's  estates,  over-throw 
mens  bodies  by  the  French  Pox,  but  oImo  dangers  their  noules ; 
nuw  to  reforme  these  thruo  grand  sins  of  this  Kingdonie,  he  saith 
will  be  very  easio  if  his  Majestie  will  ordain©  houses  of  correction 
or  workbousea  in  everie County, both  in  Cities  and  Market-lownes;" 
and  so  in  these  words  following  he  writes  to  the  King  ....'*  It  is 
thought  by  some  honourable,  grave,  and  wise  Couacellours  of  State, 
thut  there  are  not  so  few  as  80,000  idle  Vugrants  in  thia  liand. 
thut  prey  upon  the  Common-wealth,  wbich  lusse  heiug  estimated 
and  valued,  would  amount  to  a  very  great  sum,  which  reckoned 
comes  to  l,DO0/.  uday.  which  by  the  yeare  amounts  to  tbrw  hundred 
tbroMcore  aud  five  thousand  pounds,  and  them  is  Ivft  no  other 
Way  to  roforniu  them,  but  by  netting  thcui,  or  the  greatest  number 
of  them  tu  nurku,  in  all  Murket-bitrncs.  in  houses  of  luKtruction 

"Jorreetioti,  and  lhc>*,e  ihat  will  not  worke  in  neitlier  of  iheao 
but  are  resolved  to  live  a  rufraclurie  life,  they  may  be  sent 
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ettheT  to  eea  (to  rid  the  lnud  of  ibem)  or  sold  to  the  English 
I'ltuitatiunis,  to  Boc  whethur  God  will  turue  tbeir  hearta  and  amend 
tiieir  lives,  thitt  they  muy  uot  oooie  to  u  HbumefuU  end,  but  ratbor 
hopu  they  may  ruliiru  to  their  Countrey  agaiue  with  joy.  .  .  .  .  |      \ 

"  For  a  good  example  to  all  gentlemen  in  Citie  and  Countrey,  I 
wiU  cmboliien  my  selfe  to  flpuake  of  a  godly  and  charituble  U^cotlo* 
man  one  Mr.  Jlamutii,*  a  Warwick-shire  (ientlcman.  dwelling 
about  Suttou-ColBill,  who  seeing  his  Parish  to  be  pestrcd  extreoinly 
witb  sturdy  Beggars,  &  wundring  HogueH,  did  tuko  order,  that 
they  should  be  all  sent  to  bis  bouse,  and  presently  be  sot  them  to 
work,  to  gather  stones  forth  of  his  grounds,  find  gavo  them  some 
Moall  reloet'e  in  meat  and  drink,  and  a  pennj*  a  day^  i^^d  held  them 
hard  to  work,  (haring  lostifl  stout  sorrants  to  see  to  them)  and 
when  bee  had  made  an  end  of  gathering  his  owqc  grounds,  hoc  set 
ihem  to  work  in  hit  neighbours  grounds,  and  paid  them  their 
wages;  which  thing,  when  nil  the  rest  of  the  wandriug  Beggars 
and  Rogues  understood,  tbcy  durst  not  one  of  them  come  a  begging 
in  that  parish,  for  feare  they  should  he  made  to  work  :  And  for 
the  younger  sort  of  the  idle  poi>re  in  his  own  Puriiih,  thin  was  such 
a  diacipliae  for  them,  that  thuy  did  Letuke  themselves  to  houeati 
labour,  and  so  the  old,  aged,  and  true  poore  of  bis  Parish  wore 
Terie  much  the  bettor  roloovcd 

'*  The  geuorall  rule  of  all  England  is  to  whip  t  and  punish  the 

•  Tlib  Ilarntiui  w«  a  de*"*!!'!*!!!  '•(  Hie  familv  of  John  Voysye,  Bishop  of 
fUt^r,  wh'-Miitd  in  lb5A,  nt  i^utlon  Oolrvliill.iuiil  i«  nut  to  Ijc  ci-ufomided  wilh 
llvntiui  \hv  iviih'jT  of  n  "  Wiiniinn  fur  (.'otiiuioii  t.'ijrm.'t'jrft." 

f  It  i<>  evuleut  thai  Uie  Wv^'ir  had  ui  iicitin;*  time  r^{  it  in  the  aixtecnUi 

'  uiil  •rvviitcvul}i  i.-<intuiira.     tvLvii  he  appearvtl  iu  «  t(>wD  hv  cvctaluly  n:i:t:ivi»<) 

n-lior,  1(01  It  wHfl  frii|iii-nLly  &i  roinpAuied  hy  a  wbippitiij  whicb  moat  hare  left 

Hi  Uroa^  au  iiiipn»xui>n  iijioii  liis  minil,  as  wt^ll  ah  upon  his  hoily,  tljat  be 

,|mibably  ilid  imt  pny  tlic  k.-iiiip  liKjility  a  vixit  fur  !n:itiii!  liiiti!  Rn^rwanl*. 

Ip  ait  accounta  of  die  cutiiitAblca  o(  Mvll^n-Mowbrav,  Loiucshmhire,  we 

MkA.  4>t  en  lo  Robert  MooJec  for  vrip|iiD  tow  pom  folks              .  ^• 

And  i^ve  tboiu  when  the  were  wipp«d ij^ 

The  Infliction  of  this  putitsbni«at  was  wiiivtimes  d«pat«d  to  s  boy  with 
rhal  nun  bare  been  n  nirwi  ranuliooK  effect  :— 

'  IWL  Ocwo  to  T<imlyn'fl  Imy  tor  wliippin  a  man  and  a  woman]    .        .        ^d- 
An4gav«0tein  wbcw  lUr.  w<*iit  . ij*- 

linoi.  1^  and  fjevcn  to  n  poote  inaii  and  bis  will  that  ww  wippwl     .004 

A«Mn  ;— 
[liUft-a  Payil  (or  whlppinge  R  ragnbonds 00    00    OA 

Ahcr  ibc  twopeanyviTth  o[  wliip]>ti));  and  the  tw<«pcnnyvonh  of  uhui  a 
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wandring  Beggars,  and  to  brand  them  according  to  the  form  of 
the  new  statuto,  and  so  murk  them  with  Auch  a  note  of  infamic,  as 
they  may  bo  auurcd  nu  man  will  Mt  them  on  work,  and  so  many 
Justices  execute  one  branch  of  that  good  Statute  (which  ia  the 
point  of  Justice)  but  as  for  the  point  of  Charitie  they  leave 
undone,  which  ia  proTidu  houses  and  convenient  places  to  set  the 
poore  to  work,  which  ought  to  bo  done  in  equitie  and  justice,  as 
well  as  the  other. 

"  The  I'oore  may  be  whipped  to  death,  and  branded  for  l&3guee. 
and  so  become  Felons  by  the  Law.  and  the  next  time  banged  for 
Vaprancio(byan  Act  made  inlhcdayosof  (luocn  Elizabeth  of  famous 
inernoriu)  before  any  privuto  mun  will  act  thc^m  tii  work,  or  provide 
liouHes  fur  liibour,  and  stock  and  niuteriulls  fur  them.  The  Publiko 
tnuHt  joyne  tlioir  ehuuldt-rs  liii  thi!  work  else  it  will  novor  be  dune. 

"  The  right  and  intt-iU  of  j)uni(7tiii]gol  Rogues  is  but  the  destruc- 
tion of  vices,  and  saving  of  men ;  but  here  is  no  care  taken  to 
relueve  tbom.  T)io  utatuto  commands,  that  the  Vogruiita  should 
repiiire  to  the  places  where  lliey  were  Iwme,  or  Ust  dwelled :  Tbero 
are  thousands  of  these  people,  that  their  place  of  birth  is  utterly 
uuknowue,  and  they  had  never  any  abiding  place  in  their  lives, 
or  ever  retained  in  service ;  but  wore  and  are  Vagrants  by  descent. 

"To  conclude,  it  is  very  lamentable  that  poore  Rogues  and 
Beggars  should  bo  whipped,  or  branded  according  to  Law,  or  other- 
wise puuisht)d,  bccuuBU  they  are  begging,  or  idle,  or  do  not  work, 
when  no  place  is  provided  for  them  to  set  them  to  work.  I  hare 
heard  the  Rogues  and  Beggamcurse  the  Slagistratesunto  their  facea, 
for  providing  such  a  Law  to  whip  xnd  brand  them,  and  not  provide 
buiiseB  of  labour  for  them ;  for  surely  many  would  go  voluntarily 
to  the  work-houees  to  work,  if  such  houses  were  provided  for 
tbem :  so  that  the  penultie  which  the  Statute  appoints  were  verie 
fit  to  bo  severely  put    in  execution  upon  such  persons  that  do 

1625-6.  I'nyd  :  fir  jiium  stid  wai   Lo  oiske  pasMA  for  vogrouts 

Mcb  wm  puuinliM 00    00    03 

TliiK  pass  sppcsTs  to  have  saved  tLe  Iwick  of  the  recipient  at  the  ne^tt  place 
lie  viHiled  :— 
1G02.  Ueveii  to  one  that  was  wiiippedat  buxminiitcr    .        .        .        .        y** 

And  from  wliidi  village  liv,   I  prwumtf,  brought  a  [UM  ;  but  U  h«  did  not 
\tiii»  ou  he  look  the  coiiiKeij^aencu  : — 
ICMM.   V^  iknd  i^rveu   to  blutU  thnt  «'uj>   Itikt'ii   vsgrant  afttr   his 

wipping       .         .        ,  003 

r^  man  fnr  wippirix .         .     0     (•    i 

Notu  and  Qturiea^  >.  5,  v.  ii. 
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pi'leeve  a  Rogiie,  or  other  Vaguhoiitls  at  their  doores,  that  may  go 
unto  a  irork-houiie  and  will  not,  where  he  may  have  reasonable  and 
oomfortable  maintenaiic^  fur  hiR  labour. 

*'  I  ma]te  no  doubt  (most  gracious  Sovoraigne)  but  it  i«  evident 
to  uU  men,  that  Beggerie  and  Thceverie  did  never  more  abound 
« tthiu  tbis  your  Realme  of  Kngland,  and  the  cause  of  this  miserie 
i»  Idleii««se,  and  the  only  raeanes  to  cure  the  same  must  b«  by 
his  coutrarie,  which  is  Labour ;  for  tell  the  begging  Souldier,  and 
the  wandring  and  sturdy  Beggar,  that  they  are  able  to  work  for 
thrir  living,  and  bid  them  go  to  work,  they  will  presently  answer 
yon.  they  would  work  if  tbey  oould  get  it.  But  if  work-bouses 
weru  set  up  in  all  able  great  parishes,  it  will  take  away  all  euoh 
defeosorie  and  usuall  answers,  and  then  it  will  be  tr>-ed  whether 
they  will  work  or  not." 

lu  the  year  10U7,  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  over- 
crowding of  pauper  residents,  a  proulamation  was  iwuod  against 
new  buildings  in  ibu  City  of  Luiidun  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  The  King's  Moiusliu  perct^iviug  the  great  iu conveniences, 
which  dayly  do  arise  by  the  coutiuuall  additions  of  a  multitude  of 
new  buildings  in  the  Cilie  of"  London  and  the  suburbsumd  confines 
thereof,  and  the  tiUiog  and  peat^riug  of  bouses  with  Inmates  aud 
■erenl  dwellers  (and  those  of  the  worst  sort)  almost  in  every 
•ereral  Roumc,  whereby  both  Ibe  p«>ple  increasing  to  so  great 
Biimbeni,  are  not  well  to  be  governed  by  the  wonted  officers  and 
ordinary  Jurijtdiotion  of  the  same,  and  likewise  the  prices  of 
Victuals  are  by  rbut  mcanes  excessively  iuhanced,  and  the  health 
of  his  Inving  Subjects,  not  onely  those  which  inhabite  in  and  about 
ibe  myd  Citic,  but  also  all  others  ropuiriiig  chither  from  all  parts, 
{in  rcmpect  either  of  the  usuall  resiance  of  hie  Majc^tit^  Court 
tbrnrabouls,  or  otherwise  for  ordinary  Justice)  iudaiigered  (where- 
of the  pr»aeiit  Infection  in  and  about  this  Citie,  makes  his  Hajeotie 
th«  more  senHible) 

"  And  forasmuch  aa  the  Dividing  of  Houses  into  several  Tene- 
ments Bud  Ilabitations,  and  the  letting  part  of  Houses  audChambera 
to  Inmates  and  Undersitters  is  no  lessu  Incon^'enienl  theu  exceHaive 
Uuildiug  tt«  well  in  n>gard  of  surcharge  of  people,  specially  of  the 
woiveaort.as  for  breeding  and  spreading  of  Infection,  besides  other 
ineoovenienccfl  proper  t«  this  abuse.  His  Maiestio  doeth  further 
charge  and  atruighily  eommaund,  that  these  Articles  following  boo 
also  duely  observed  aud  obeyed. 
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"  First  That  no  i>er«on  within  the  Citie  or  latntts  afore«aide,  cJoftl 
divide  any  dwelling  House  by  Lease,  flufferunce,  or  otherwise,  iiito 
any  uore  TeoemeQts  or  dwellings  thea  are  at  this  preseut  used 
within  the  same. 

"  That  no  person  doo  hereafter  receiro  into  any  Houae  an] 
lomatoB  or  Undcrsittors,  or  uut  more  faniilios  then  one. 

"That  no  man  that  shall  erect  a  now  house  upon  or  within  the 
precincts  of  an  oldo  foiuidution,  ahull  divide  the  same  into  mure 
Tenements  or  sevuruU  dwellings,  then  wore  used  in  the  sayd  former 
Houses."  I 

In  the  jear  1609-10,  tlio  non-execution  of  the  law  again  Torms 
the  reason  for  fresh  legidlution  on  the  subject  of  vagrancy,  the  7 
Jac.  L,  0.  4,  recites  that  **  Heretofore  divers  good  and  necesaurie 
I>awes  and  Statutes  htive  been  made  and  provided  for  the  crf«oion 
of  Howses  of  Ciirreccion  for  the  suppressing  and  punishing  ol 
Kogues  Vacabonds  and  other  idle  vagrant  and  disorderly  persons, 
w*^  Lawes  have  not  wrought  see  gowl  effect  as  was  expected, 
aswell  for  that  the  ftaid  Howses  of  Correccion  have  not  been  buylte 
according  as  was  intended,  as  alsoe  for  tliat  the  said  Statutes  have 
not  been  duly  imd  severely  putt  in  esecucion  ua  by  the  said  St^tutca 
were  appointed,"  it  directs  thai  all  such  laws  shall  be  put  in  due 
execatiou  and  that  houses  of  oorreotion  shall  be  built  in  every 
county,  "  w"*  convenient  Backude  thereunto  adjuyninge  togither 
w^  Milles  Turnea  Cards  and  suchlike  necessarie  Vmplemeuts  to^ 
sett  the  said  Rogues  or  such  other  idle  persons  on  worke,"  and 
before  Hichaelmaa,  Kill,  such  a  house  is  not  built  or  provided  in 
any  county,  every  justice  in  that  county  is  to  forfeit  i'O.  The 
justices  in  quarter  sessions  are  to  appoint  governors  of  such  houses 
vlio  ''shall  have  I'ower  and  Autboritie  to  sett  huoh  Hogucs  Vaga-^H 
bonds  and  idle  and  disorderlie  persons  as  shaltbee  brought  or  senl^^ 
nnto  the  suid  House  to  work  and  Isbor  (being  ublo)  and  to  punishe 
them  by  putting  Fetters  or  Gyves  upon  them,  and  by  moderate 
whipping  of  them."  Mureuvcr,  they  "  shall  in  noe  sort  bo  charge- 
able to  the  Countrie  for  any  allowance  either  at  their  bringing  in 
or  going  forth  or  during  the  tyme  of  their  Abode  there,  but  shall 
hii*"0  Huch  and  so  much  Allowance  as  they  shall  deserve  by  theit^j 
owne  Labour  and  Worke."  ^H 

The  justices  are  further  directed  to  OMemble  "  twice  in  every" 
yearo  at  the  least  and  of>enrr  if  iheir  be  ocfiaaon,  and  commaand 
to  be  nuide  a  gcncrull  privy  scorch  in  one  night  w^iii  their  sidd 
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Hundreds  Townes  Villuges  and  HamlutU,  for  tbo  finding  out  and 
approbendiii^  of  ihti  fsuiH  Rogues  Vagaliundn  wnndriiig  and  idlo 
perBOtts,"  who  are  to  bo  brought  before  the  juhitces  to  bu  oxuniiued 
uid  there  to  be  punished  or  utherviBe  to  be  sent  to  the  hoiioe  of  cor- 
rection; and  "  the  Conatahlee  and  Tytliing  mon  of  every  Hundred 
Parish  Tuwiie  Village  und  HamlBtt  shall  then  appeare  "  Iwftire  the 
justices  at  tb»ir  said  aRsemhlieB,  "  and  there  shall  give  aocompt  and 
reckoning  tippon  Oath  in  writing,  and  under  the  Hand  of  the 
Minister  of  every  Pariah,  what  Rogtiea  Vagabonds  and  wandritig 
and  disorderly  permns  they  have  apprehended  both  in  the  searoh 
and  alsoe  betweene  every  such  Assemblies  and  Meetings,  and  howe 
many  have  bene  by  them  punished,  or  otherwise  sent  unto  the 
Fiouscs  of  CoreccioD."  Lewd  women  having  baslards  chargeable 
aro  to  be  committ'Cd  to  the  house  of  correction,  and  there  priniahed 
and  seton  work  duringthe  term  of  oncwhole  year.  Persons  desert- 
ing their  Families  are  to  be  deemed  incorrigible  lioguee,  and 
"endure  the  Paines  of  incorrigible  rogupi," 

In  this  yenr  (1600),  the  Lord  Mayor  received  on  intimation 
firom  the  Council  informing  him  that  all  the  ills  and  plagues 
affecting  the  City  were  caiu&d  through  the  number  of  poor  swarm- 
ing about  the  streets,  and  recommending  tbo  Corporation  to  sub- 
ecribe  with  the  compames  and  the  several  wards,  and  so  to  raise  a 
fund  to  ship  out  these  persons  to  Virginia  ;  and  he  issued  his 
precept  to  the  several  companies  for  the  purpose,  March  27th, 
1609.  On  Apnl  29th,  the  Merchant  Taylors'  Company  deter- 
mined to  Bubscribo  i!200,  and  the  members  of  the  company 
advanced  £300  more;  the  Ironmongers  advanced  £150.  Alto- 
gether illH.OOO  was  raised  in  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
this  plantation.     The  scheme,  however,  failed  al>out  1623. 

The  burden  of  u  largo  family  appears  to  havo  prcsswl  heavily 
on  tho  labourer  at  this  period,  einco  Cotgmre,  commenting  in 
Ifill  on  the  proverb,  "Children are  puor  mi-n'a  riehce,"  says,  "In 
other  countriL's,  whose  pooplo  aro  induatrioiis,  they  nmy  perhape 
be  so;  hut  in  ours,  fur  tho  most  part,  store  of  children  make  poore 
men  pliiiiie  hfpgerH."  Thnreliofof  such  families  is  recommt-nded 
in  "An  Ease  for  Overseers  of  tho  Poore"  (ICOI)  in  the  followir.g 
terms : — 

"  When  a  man  is  ouerchargtMl  with  many  young  children,  that 
though  he  loile  day  and  niglit  to  keepL"  hia  family,  (as  lacob  tlid 
for  Laban)  yet  ho  cannot  maintainu  his  charge  with  his  labour, 


tLereforo  su'cb  aa  one  is  to  be  considered  :  for  if  a  man  in  pittie 
will  eaee  bis  beast  which  i&  oppressed  with  burthen,  he  must  ia 
nature  releeuo  his  neighbour  which  is  oppressed  vith  charge." 

The  amlahlu  advocates  of  this  policy  do  not  soeoi  to  have  restised 
that  thoy  were  putting  a  premium  un  the  evil  they  were  seeking 
to  mitigiile. 

In  t}ie  year  1013  we  tiiid  un  indenluro  between  Kdw.  Grent, 
Robl.  More,  Martin  Smyth,  and  FruM.  HHxliRtn,  all  of  London, 
pat«ntc(^  of  the  office  of  surveyor,  for  giving  in  the  nnmea  of  the 
innifttes  within  three  miles  of  Westminster  and  London,  and  for 
onforciog  the  laws  for  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  suppreaaing 
vagrancy,  whereby  they  agree  to  divide  the  said  limits  into  four 
parts,  north,  soTUh.  eawt,  and  west,  and  each  to  exeroise  his  office 
vithin  one  of  the  said  divisions ;  also  to  hire  a  house  for  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office,  to  keep  registors,  &c. 

In  I*)14:  a  letter  was  sent  from  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Lord 
Chamberhiin,  detailing  the  steps  taken  by  him  einoc  his  appoint- 
ment  for  reforming  what  ho  found  out  of  order  in  the  City. 

Firstly.  He  had  freed  the  streeta  of  a  swarm  of  loose  and  idle 
vagrants,  providing  for  the  relief  of  such  as  were  not  able  to  get 
their  living,  and  keeping  them  at  work  in  Bridewell,  "  not  punish- 
ing any  for  begging,  but  setting  them  on  work,  which  was  worse 
than  death  to  them." 

About  IGIG  we  find  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Oomioil  to 
the  Lord  Hayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  stating  that,  "  foraanuoh 
as  there  were  dispersed  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  the  Borough  of  Suuthwark,  and  other  villages  and 
towns  adjoining,  an  infinite  multitude  of  rogues  and  vagabondit, 
with  other  loose  and  base  people,  having  no  certain  places  of  abode 
and  living  by  no  lawful  labour  or  occupation,  His  Slajesty  had 
thought  fit,  by  his  Proclamation  now  published,  to  command  such 
good  laws  as  were  provided  in  that  behalf  to  bo  speedily  put  in 
execution  ;  and  that  Provost  Marfihals  should  be  appointed  within 
the  liberties  of  the  City  and  in  the  countica  of  Middlesex.  Kent, 
Surrey,  Essex,  Herts,  and  Bucks.  It  remained  for  the  Court  of 
Aldormon  to  see  the  some  carefully  performed  within  the  City. 
The  Council,  thorofore,  required  the  City  to  contribute  in  some 
reaaonablo  measure  towards  the  maintenanco  of  Provost  MarahalB 
in  Middlesex,  the  charge  being  but  temporary,  and  not  necesaary 
(as  they  hoped)  to  be  continued  for  any  long  time." 
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"The Council  were  informed  there liud  \>etm  groat  nopltgenco  in 
^■constables  and  Buch  like  inferior  ofTiPora,  in  not  approliendmg 
notorious  rngabonds  and  proceeding  with  them  as  the  law  itirectt-d, 
and  they  required  the  Cfiurt  of  Aldermen  to  reprove  the  conntables 
eharplj  and  admonish  them. 

*•  They  deemed  it  fit  that  once  a  week,  or  as  often  as  conTcntent, 

Kaeoret  and  «tidden  itrarchofl  should  he  made  in  all  Tictualling  houses, 

Hinns,  and  otlior  suspected  pLaoe<i  nithin  the  City  and  liberties." 

f      In  lflI6  a  letter  was  sent  from  the  I^rds  of  the  Council  to  the 

Lord  Ifayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  reciting  their  former  letters 

for  the  oppointmont  of  Provost  Marshals  in  the  City  and  in  the 

adjociint  coutitieg.     They  had  been  informed  that  for  the  ebort 

lime  such  coarse  was  tried  it  did  much  good,  and  that  it  was  more 

nec<>«sury  than  before,  seeing  that  the  King  was  about  to  make  a 

journey  into  Scotland  with  a  gre»t  part  of  his  Council,  and  to  be 

absent  so  long  a  time.     They  required  the  same  practice  to  be 

adopted  till  his  return.  _ 

In  1GI8  the  King  write«  from  Newmarket  to  Sir  Thomas 
Smyth,  who  in  the,  subsequent  year  became  governor  of  tho 
Virginia  Company,  to  the  following  effect : — 

*'  Jamos  B. — Trustie  und  well  beloved  woe  greet  you  well, 
Wbereaa  our  Court  hath  of  lute  been  troubled  with  divers  idle 
young  people  whoe  although  they  have  been  twise  punished  still 
cuattDewo  t^  fullon-u  the  same  haveinge  noe  ymptoynite.  Wee 
haminge  tioe  other  course  to  uleere  our  court  from  them  have 
thought  fitt  to  send  them  unto  you,  desirotng  you  att  the  next 
aporiunitie  to  send  them  away  to  Virginia  and  to  take  such  order 
that  they  may  bee  aett  to  worke  there,  wherein  you  shall  not  onlio 
doe  ns  good  service,  but  al*io  doe  a  deed  of  charitio  by  vmploying 
them  whoc  otherwise  will  never  be  rcolaimcd  from  the  idle  life  of 
Tagabondfl. 

"Given  att  our  Court  att  l^ewinarket  tho  Thirteenth  daie  of 
Janiurio,  1618." 

ITpMi  receipt  of  this,  Sir  Thomas  Smyth  immediately  writes  the 
fallowing  letter  to  tho  Iy>rd  Mayor: — 

"  Hig'ht  Hono*^. — I  have  this  evening©  receavcd  a  Ire  from  his 

B  Ma^  att  Newmarkett  requiremge  me  to  send  to  Virginia  dtvera 

younge  people  who  wuiitinge  imploym'*  doe  live  idle  and  followe 

tho  Court,  nolw"'standinge  Ihey  have  been  puniahed  as   by  his 

higbuM  Irca  (which  I  send  yo'  Lp  hero  w^to  pruse)  more  att 


^ 
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large  appearetb.  How  for  as  nmch  a»  sotiio  of  tlieis  perROuna  by 
bU  Ma**  roytiU  comuud  are  brought  from  Nvwuittrkett  to  I^mdon 
alreadio  aud  others  more  are  oomciiige  afUr,  and  for  that  the 
Compaiiie  of  Virginia  hath  oot  auie  nhipp  att  present  rcadie  to 
thither,  neither  uny  meaner  to  imploj  them  or  eecure  place 
detaiiie  them  in  unlill  the  next  oportunitie  to  transport  thciu 
(which  I  hope  wilbie  verie  shortlis),  I  have  thfirefore  thought  fitt, 
fnr  tlie  better  accomplishinge  his  highnes  pleasure  therein,  to 
iiitreat  y'  Lpe  favour  and  afisistjuioe,  that  by  yo'  Lps  order  thete 
per&ons  may  be  detained  In  Rrtdewell  &  there  sett  to  worksj; 
nntill  our  next  shipp  shuU  depto  for  Virginia,  wherein  yo'Lp' 
shall  doe  an  acceptable  service  to  his  Ma'',  &  myselfe  be  enabled 
to  pformo  that  which  is  required  of  me,  soo  I  oomend  you  to  Ood 
&  rest.  Yo'  Lps  assured  loveinge  freind, 

"Thu:8mvth." 

"This  Mundoie  oveninge,  18  Januar,  1618." 

About  ltili)-20,  the  Company  for  Virginia  write  to  the  Lord 
Itfayor,  expressing  their  regret  that  differences  should  have  arisen 
between  the  committees  for  the  City  and  themselves-  Seeing  that 
these  differoncos  had  no  solid  foundation,  and  that  Ibc  company 
had  now  solemnly  ratified  as  much  and  more  than  in  their  former 
letter  was  offered,  which  they  understood  had  been  accepted  and 
approved  by  the  Common  Council,  that  on  the  City's  part  the 
monoy  bad  boon  collected  and  the  ohildrea  provided,  that  the 
company  had  supplied  a  fair  ship  for  transporting  them,  and  the 
Privy  Council  had,  at  the  City's  desire,  granted  their  warrant  for 
tho  shipment  of  such  children,  the  company  tmsted  that  the  Lord 
Uayor  and  Aldermen  would  proceed  to  tho  speedy  ending  of  the 
differences. 

In  July,  1G19,  orders  were  taken  in  Council  against  beggars  and 
vagabonds,  who  were  stated  to  swarm  in  every  town  ;  they  were 
to  be  imprisoned  for  the  tirst  offence,  branded  for  the  second,  and 
hanged  for  the  third. 

The  reasons  for  this  increase  in  vagrancy  are  thus  given  by 
Dekker,  in  "  Greevous  Orones  for  the  Foore,"  published  in  l(i22. 

"And  thus,  though  the  number  of  the  poore  do  dailie  encrease, 
all  things  yet  wnrketh  for  the  worst  in  their  behalfe.  For,  there 
bath  becne  no  Collection  for  them,  no  not  these  seven  ycares,  in 
many  parishes  of  this  T^and,  especistlie  in  Countrie  townes ;  bnt 
maoy  of  those  Parishes  tumetfa  forth  their  poore,  yea  and  their 
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ItMte  Labourers  that  will  not  worke,  ur  for  any  mi8<Iemeuuor  wunt 
worke,  to  begg^e,  HUcb,  ami  steale  for  their  nmiiileDanoe,  wj  that 
the  Couulrey  in  pittifolly  pestered  wJtli  them  ;  yea,  ami  the  miunied 
Soldioars,  that  have  voQtured  their  lives,  and  lost  their  linibes  in 
our  bchulfo,  are  aUo  thus  requited  ;  For  when  they  rcturne  home, 
tu  livo  by  some  Ltbour  id  their  uaturall  Countrey,  thou^^h  they  can 
vurke  well  in  some  kinde  of  labour,  ererio  man  sayeth.  Wee  n-ill 
I  not  bee  troubled  with  their  Service,  but  make  other  Kliifte  for  our 
bustneaae.  So  are  they  turned  fortb  lo  Travailo,  in  Idlene^fle  (the 
highway  to  Hell)  and  Bccko  their  nieato  uppon  Menrtit  (as  the 
ProTerbe  goeth)  with  Begging,  Filching,  and  Stealing  fur  Uicir 
mnintenanoc,  uniiU  the  Ijiw  bring  them  unto  tlie  feurefull  end  of 
banging." 

"  The  country  suffered  for  centuries  from  the  want  of  Bmall 
mouej.  Towards  the  close  of  tbe  reigu  of  Henry  VH.,  so  much 
waa  the  sr-arcity  felt  that  countorfeit  coins  were  put  in  circulation, 
and  pn'valo  tokens  of  load,  which  hiu!  been  previously  in  use  to  a 
limilod  extent,  were  more  generally  udupttxi.  Rruninus,  who 
runted  London  in  1407  and  again  in  1490,  alludes  to  these  phtm- 
htw  Angtiff.  a*  he  terras  thein,  the  money  he  hod  obaerved  as 
being  in  common  circulation.  In  Xhi'A,  during  Queen  FlizaUilh's 
reign,  Ktleer  coins  of  the  value  of  three  halfpence  and  of  three 
Authings  were  issued  under  her  authority  ;  but  the  wunt  of  half- 
penny pieces  and  farthings  still  compelled  the  almost  general  use 
amongst  housekeepers,  chandlers,  vintners,  and  other  traders,  of 
private  tukens  of  lead,  tin,  latten,  and  even  of  leather.  To  put  a 
clop  to  thi?,  various  proposals  for  a  copper  coinage  were  made. 
Id  1682  the  thrce-iarthing  pieces  were  withdrawn  and  silver  half- 
poiiUM  substiluted ;  and  when  King  James  ascended  thu  throne  in 
1603,  tbe  small  coinage  seems  to  have  been  limited  to  penny  and 
balf^H>miy  pieces  in  silver,  which  were  very  inconvenient  on  account 
I  of  their  minute  «ze.  In  lt>U).  however,  he  authorised  the  making 
of  copper  farthings  or  tokens,  for  the  quaint  reusou  amongst  others 
thai  they  will  be  a  '  relief  to  the  pour  as  ihey  will  thereby  receive 
small  alms ; '  and  prohibited  by  proclumution  the  use  or  currency 
of  all  private  tokens.  But  he  did  not  oblige  his  subjcets  to  take 
lbe«e  copper  farthings  or  tokens  otherwise  than  *  with  their  own 
I  good  liking ; '  and  he  expressly  nayR  in  his  ['roclamutiou  that  he 
'  did  not  make  them  '  monies  or  coins.'  The  object  was  merely  to 
[lupvrecdc  the  private  by  tbe  royal  tokens ;  but  his  Majesty's  far- 
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tilings  wore  not  looked  upon  with  favour,  and  the  Bohemo  did  not 
meet  with  nctieptaocc.  "  * 

BraithuiiH,  in  "  liamubce'a  Jouruol,"  surcastioally  allades  tu 
the  royal  tokens. 

"  Tlitiii-e  \n  ffarrinjjifit  he.  it  npAkeii 
Fnr  nnnii^  wkc  1  tinw  n  trJa-H 
To  ft  B«v(3ir  tlint  ilid  t-mve  it 
A«J  u*  thwrfiill)  rtcwvw  it," 

Jfarri»f/lon  vm  the  cant  litlo  fur  u  farllung,  and  derived  itti  name 
from  Lord  Hamngton,  to  whom  James  granted  the  tirsl  patent 
fur  making  thum  ;  thoy  were  originally  int«nded  to  be  of  brass. 

In  the  year  1C20  English  cutliusiat>in  was  arouaed  on  behalf 
of  the  Elector  Palatine,  Ron-in-law  of  the  King,  who  had  accepted 
the  crown  of  Dohemia^  and  who  waa  as  a  consequence  assailed  by 
the  Catholic  powers.  James,  much  against  his  wiU,  gave  him  the 
actiiitiest  assistance  compatible  with  the  popular  demands. 

In  lii'24  a  grant  of  il300,00fl  was  miule  by  Parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  Cktunt  ^lansfeldt,  an  ex- 
perienced  soldier,  was  sent  to  EugUnd  to  take  command  of  the 
troops  to  be  raised  for  this  special  sernce. 

On  the  Cth  of  November,  it  waa  reported  that — 

"  The  King'it  »hip  that  was  to  bring  over  Ooimt  Mansfeldl  hod 
been  cast  awuy  on  the  1st  of  that  mouth,  »ud  all  in  her  luet  except 
the  Count  uiid  two  pages,  and  that  the  letters  to  the  lieutenanta 
to  press  men  for  this  expedition  were  signed  with  difficulty,  and 

were  not  yet  put  in  practice The  press  for  Count  Mansfeldt 

had  begun  on  the  previous  night,  amongst  vttgrant*  about  totm." 

On  the  18tli  December  it  appears  that  the  soldiers,  "  a  rabble  of 
raw  jwor  rascals,"  were  marching  to  Dover,  but  so  unwillingly, 
that  they  were  rather  driven  than  led ;  some  of  those  pressed 
having  hanged,  drowned,  or  disabled  themselves  in  order  to  escape 
the  service.  It  was  lamentable  to  see  the  heavy  countenances,  and 
bear  the  sad  farewells  of  the  pressed  men,  who  were  most  mi> 
willing  to  go  on  accoimt  of  the  bad  season,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
employment,  and  the  "ill  terms"  on  which  they  served,  the 
business  in  fact  appeared  to  "  promise  no  honour  to  the  nation, 
and  only  wretchedness  to  the  poor  soldiers." 

On  the  principle  that  the  worm  will  turn,  these  waifs  and  strays 

•  IMviil  Miimiv.  The  iwuc  of  (okviut  vaa  not  prohibited  bv  law  until  1817 
(67  Ow.  [Il.,c.  14B). 
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of  sodctj,  driven  appareDllr  to  desperation,  in  a  very  fow  days 
more  aasomod  the  uggres«ivo ;  for  on  the  26tb  Docomher  H  is 
reported  that  *■  no  provisions  can  come  into  Dover  becuuse  the 
tmldicra  take  all  awuy,  and  that  the  tAwn  viU  bo  ruin&d  bj  the 
outrages  of  the  soldicre  without  au  order  for  tbo  oxerciae  of  nwr- 
tinl  law."  On  the  27th  the  official  report  saya  that  "  the  mtoery 
and  fooT  ihcy  cause  is  indcHcribable." 

The  expedition,  as  might  bo  surmiitod,  ended  disn.'^trauAly,  and 
lames  diod  in  the  month  of  Harcb  followinf^. 

In  the  reign  of  ChnrUa  /.  little  wus  done  in  the  way  of  law- 
making owing  to  the  continnoas  straggle  for  mantory  which  went 
on  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament. 

The  very  first  Act  of  this  reign,  iho  1  Car.  I.,  c.  1  (1G25). 

(entitled  "  An  Acte  for  puniahtng  divers  abu-iaH  committed  on  the 
Lord's  day  called  Sunday,"  marktt  :i  farther  coitceuioQ  to  the 
growing  puritanical  Bpirit  of  the  age.  It  recitefl  that — 
**  Forasmuch  a»  there  is  nothing  more  acceptable  to  God  then  the 
true  and  sincere  service  and  worshippof  him  according  to  his  holy 
will,  tind  that  the  holy  keeping  of  the  Lord's  day,  is  a  priacipall 
uf  the  sorvico  of  God,  which  in  very  many  plociM  ofthisRitulmo 
hcene  and  now  in  profaned  and  neglected  by  a  diitorderlio 
of  people,  in  exercictng  and  frctiuenting  Bcurebaiting,  Bull- 
boiting.  Eut«rlude8,  Gonunon  Playcfl,  and  other  uulawfull  exercises 
and  pastimes  uppou  the  Ijord's  day ;  mid  for  that  many  ({iiarrella 
bloodahedds  and  other  great  incouveuieiicea  have  groweii  by  the 
resort  «nd  conuourKc  of  ptiople  going  out  uf  their  uwne  Parishes  to 
such  disordered  and  unlawful!  exercises  and  pastimes  neglecting 
1  Divine  service  both  in  their  own  Parishes  and  elsewhere."  .  .  . 
^H     It  then  enacts  that — 

"  "  From  and  after  fortie  dayes  next  after  the  end  of  this  session 
of  Parlitimi-ut,  there  shalbe  no  meetings  assemblies  or  concourse 
of  people  out  of  their  own  Parishes  on  the  Lord's  day  within  this 
BcolmB  of  Englimd,  or  any  of  the  Dominions  thereof,  for  nny  sport 
or  Pastimes  whatsoever;  nor  any  Bearebaiting,  Uullbaiting,  Kn- 

tl«r]ade4,  common  Playes  or  other  unlawfull  exercises  or  pastimes 
lued  by  any  person  or  persons  within  their  owne  parishes,  and 
that  every  person  and  persons  ofTending  in  any  the  premi.«ses,  shall 
forfeit  for  every  offence  three  shilUngs  fouro  pence." 
In  1G2S  the  3  C«r.  I.,  c.  5,  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
iDuing  the   14  i'Ui/-.,  c.  o,  so  far  an  related  to  the  levying  and 
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•mployiug  of  gaol-mouuy  ;  the  lb  £Uz.,  c.  3,  so  fur  as  felated  to 
bttBtards;  the  '69  £Uz..  o.  4.  with  the  pittviso  regarding  the  heirs 
of  John  DuttoD  ;  the  HO  EHk.,  c.  17.  and  the  1  Jac.  I.,  u.  7  ;  and 
this  oontiDuing  Act  was  itself  again  continued  indefinitely  by  tlie 
leCar.  I.,o.  4{1C4I). 

In  the  autumn  of  the  yeor  1628  the  wefltem  counties  were 
annoyed  by  an  influx  of  Irish  pauperism.  On  the  18th  of  August 
the  justices  of  peace  for  the  eounty  of  Pembroke  write  to  the 
Council  that  "  Of  late  great  numbers  of  Irish  poor  people  huve 
been  landed  in  that  county  with  paasce.  Being  much  pestered 
und  hurdcncd  by  thom,  the  writers  have  made  atay  of  a  bark  of  t^n 
tons,  wherein  were  carried  about  70  of  ihcM  poor  people.  They 
are  landed  suddenly  and  some  of  thom  secretly  in  the  night,  tak- 
ing after  the  rate  of  3a.  for  crery  passenger." 

The  jubtices  submit  "  that  caution  should  be  given  to  the  Lord 
Deputy  to  restrain  this  conflacncc  into  this  kingdom." 

On  the  23rd  of  October  the  «imo  justioc!!  "  reiterate  their  com- 
plaints of  the  great  concourse  of  Irish  people  transported  into  this 
country.  Tho  owners  of  barks  muke  much  gain  by  transporting 
them  at  dt.  a  piece  for  young  and  old.  The  reasons  the>'  alle^ 
for  their  coming  are  the  last  y&ir'g  death  uf  cuttle  and  dearth  of 
com ;  yet  they  oarry  cattle  into  this  and  other  countries  luid 
there  ts  a  restraint  to  tend  com  from  henco  into  that  kingdom. 
They  crave  such  order  that  henceforth  they  be  uot  pestered  with 
these  people." 

On  the  lot  of  January,  1C29,  the  fifayor  and  Aldermen  of  Bristol 
write  to  tho  Council,  "  The  scarcity  of  corn  in  Ireland  is  such 
that  the  poor  pooplo  uf  that  roulm  are  enforced,  for  avoiding 
famine,  to  oomo  over  iiit<i  this  kingdom,  and  are  very  offensive  in 
all  the  western  parts.  They  pray  permission  for  merchants  of 
that  city  to  transport  corn  into  Ireland." 

Ou  the  I8l.h  of  March  following,  the  justices  for  Essex  write  to 
the  Council  that  "  Their  county  ie  much  troubled  with  a  multi- 
plicity of  Irish  men,  women,  and  children,  beggars,  of  whom  they 
cannot  learn  at  what  port  they  were  landed,  or  the  cause  of  their 
landing.  Not  being  able  to  dispose  of  them  to  their  place*  of 
last  habitation  or  birth,  they  crave  direction  how  thev  mav  clear 
the  country  of  «o  great  a  grievance." 

On  the  l>'Jih  of  April  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Pembroke 
again  write.     "  On  their  previous  complaints  touching  the  trans- 
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portutioo  of  pocir  Triab  peiiple  iuto  these  parts  in  great  tnullitiidcs, 
the  Conncil  wrote  that  thoy  would  take  orrler  for  their  restraint. 
Since  vrhich  they  have  continually  increased,  so  that  within  tho 
last  month  300  have  been  landed  thereaboutfii,  for  whose  passage 
is  paid  5s.  a  piece.  Their  ingre.s8  cannot  bo  prevented  by  reason 
thftt  they  land  them  on  rocks  and  in  creeks,  and  presently  rctom 
to  briDg  as  many  more.  Dy  ingrossing  and  transportation  com 
i»  ^rown  to  a  great  price  and  scnrcilj*.  "Wherefore  they  pray 
present  order  for  restraint  of  licence*  for  IransportAtion." 

On  the  IGth  of  April  the  Lords  of  the  Council  write  to  tho 
Lord  Mayor,  referring  to  the  satisfactory  results  which  bad  arisen 
from  the  steps  taken  In  accordance  with  their  former  directions 
fur  the  suppression  of  vagabonds  and  wundoring  persons  in  the 
City.  Of  late  they  bad  very  much  increased,  and  thoy  wereconi- 
monded  in  the  King's  Dume  to  require  him  to  take  apecdy  acd 
effectual  order  for  their  euppresdios. 

On  the  20th  of  April  tbu  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermon  reply.  di>- 
tjuliug  the  steps  takuu  by  them,  and  stutiug  that  tbvy  fouud  such 
persona  were  mostly  foreigners  and  Irish,  very  few  of  whom, 
when  &et  l«  work,  would  uiiderfyo  the  labour  with  the  slender  diet 
in  that  case  allowed.  The  foreigiiors,  at  tbeir  own  request,  bad 
been  discharged  with  correction  or  relief  of  money ;  those  who 
eune  from  the  several  quarters  of  the  City  bad  been  returned  to 
Ibeir  psrishes.  They  requested  the  Council  to  give  order  to  forco 
the  Irish  vagrants  into  their  own  country;  and  that  those  who 
Iiy  the  striol  search  which  bad  been  made  bad  been  driven  into 
Middlesex,  Surrey,  and  Ksscs,  might  be  so  prooecdcd  with  that 
I  they  should  not  611  tho  City  again. 

The  evil  rose  to  such  n  pitch  that  the  judges  were-  consulted  as 
to  the  mode  to  be  adopted  for  clearing  the  kingdom  of  Irish  and 
other  beggars. 

Their  adrioc  was  embodied  in  a  proclamation  isarned  on  the  1 7th 
of  May,  expressly  commanding  that  all  Irish  licggam  then  in 
'  Knghmd  "  wandring  or  begging  ahall  forthwith  depart  this 
Keulme  and  return  into  their  own  Countrie  and  there  abide."  If 
hi  the  end  of  six  weeks  they  are  found  wandering  or  begging 
they  are  to  be  apprehended  and  punished  bs  Bogues  and  Vuga- 
boode  and  then  to  be  conveyed  from  coustable  to  constabto  to  one 
of  the  following  ports,  viz.  Jiristol,  Mineboad,  Barastaple,  Chcetcr, 
LiTrrpool,   Milford,   and    Workiugtou.     The    proclamntioa   also 
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oonimancis  that  all  officers  "  uec  ull  care  uml  iHHgence  to  oxect? 
the  Lawe»  against  all  Kogaes  and  Vagabonds." 

On  the  llth  of  June  the  justices  of  I'embroko  further  wrila 
that  "they  hove  approhenr!e<l  Kdmund  WeaUh,  master  of  tho 
Gii^,  of  Dublin,  who  has  transported  Irish  beggars  into  those 
partf,  and  used  unrevorent  epeecfaos  of  his  Majesty.  They  have 
coramitted  him  to  gaol  until  they  receive  further  directioiis.  He 
willingly  took  the  Oath  of  AUegianco.  Ue  has  not  brotaghtover 
of  Irish  be^ars  above  eight." 

The  evil  appears  to  have  been  abat43d,  as  no  further  correspon- 
dence seems  to  have  taken  place  on  the  subject  until  the  26th  of 
Murch,  1033,  when  the  jueticea  for  the  county  of  Somerset  write 
to  the  Bht'rifl,  certifying  their  proceedings  for  relief  of  the  poor 
and  supply  of  the  murkel*.  They  report  that  there  are  "  verj*  few 
wandering  puraons  auioiigst  them,  more  than  now  and  then  atro«^ 
of  Irish,  that  begin  again  to  swarm  out  of  that  country,  for  re- 
formation whereof  they  detiire  the  lords  to  take  order." 

The  condition  of  tho  peasant  in  the  year  1630  is  thus  described 
by  John  Taylor  (he  Water  Voct,  in  "  £Juperhiu<  FlageUum,  or,  the 
"Whip  of  Pride :" — 

"  Tli<.-  TNUuTul  Plowtuu)ii  painw  dtti:  nt;uer  vmsK, 
For  lif  niiiit  ii«T  hi»  Itcut,  or  liw  Iiin  Uiiw-, 
Aim!  th'iucli  niK  FiU}i<-r  niul  hiniitt'll'r  licfoiv. 
Hauv  oft  flirti'd  |>(ior«  be^^^pr*  iit  tlieir  doore ; 
Yh  now  liiii  Fine  fui<)  Rt-tii  *•>  high  is  rPorM, 
Thai  his  own  meat,  ami  cIouUich  at*  starctsly  c1m»i''1, 
I«t  him  tovlf:  niglit  atid  Any,  in  lis<ht  and  (lAr)ii% 
LvB  with  tlie  lj)iub«  ilonuc,  me  up  witb  ihe  Lnrkr, 
Vif^,  ik-liic,  jilow,  Aow.  mkc,  harn>w,  movr,  lop,  fvll, 
llftlit,  iiratt,  \l^:^^j;•^,  ditcli,  tlm-sb,  winiK>w,  biir  &  wll  ; 
Yet  ull  llic  nioiii.-v  that  tijs  jiainc^  L-nn  unit. 
Kifl  l)ui<i-1i>nj  liAl)i  u  ]iiir«.'  lo  \n\l  it  in. 
Wliiit  tlinii){li  liiH  Ciittull  with  ttii^  Miiiniine  dye, 
Ur  tluiL  tiju  I-Iartli  lict  rruitfa1noaH>  deny  ) 
Let  liiiu  1>L->;,  «teale, grieiiti,  bilxjurniKl  liuii«nt, 
Thv  Qtuirtcr  conin,  and  ho  must  pay  hid  Rent." 

'Whipping- poets  and  stocks  appear  at  the  some  time  to  have 

been  pleutlful : — 

"  la  London  and  within  n  inilp.  I  weomr, 
Therv  sin-  IhvI-t*  or  Prisons  (ull  t;i);btvc'a« 
And  flixty  Whijifung  ftONt*,  uid  Stocks  and  Chge*, 
Wliort  sin  with  dliaRii>  and  aorrow  bath  due  wages." 

"n  this  year  the  King  issued  a  Commission  under  tho  great  seal, 
■ted  lo  thirty-uix  of  tho  principal  ofiicers  of  state  and  nobility, 
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ibe  purpose  of  putting  iu  execution  the  lows  for  the  reliof  of 
tfae  poor,  and  lor  setting  to  work  idle  persona  -who  wander  up  and 
down  begging,  or  nmintain  themselves  by  filcbiag  and  atealing. 
It  $eU  forth  :— 

"Tluittbe  defect  of  the  execution  of  the  good  and  politique 
LawM  and  Coastitutions  in  that  behalfe  made.proceedelh  especially 
from  (he  neglect  of  dutie  iu  »me  of  our  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
within  the  severall  Couutiev,  Cities,  and  townes  Corporate  of  this 
oar  R«aline  of  England,  and  Dutniuion  of  Wales,  which  remiase- 
QAMe  &  neglect  of  duty  doth  grow  and  arise  from  this,  That  by 
the  most  of  the  said  Tjuwes.  there  are  little  or  no  renaltie*  or  For- 
feitures at  all  indicted  upon  the  said  Justices  of  Peace,  Magiatrutea, 
OfBcers,  and  Minittters  for  not  performing  (heir  duties  in  that 
behuUe,  ur  if  any  be,  yet  portly  by  reason  of  the  smalnesse  thereof, 
end  portly  by  reason  of  their  power  and  uuthoritie  in  their 
■ercmll  places,  whereby  ihcy  hold  otht-ra  under  thera  in  awe, 
there  ore  few  or  noComphuntsor  Informulions  made  of  the  neglects 
and  want  of  dno  execution  of  the  offices  of  tho  said  Justices  and 
other  Ministers  ....  by  reason  whereof  the  said  Justices  of  Peaue, 
Uagistiutce,  Officers,  and  Minietcrs,  arc  now  of  late  in  most  parts 
nf  this  our  Kingdomo  growno  eecuro  in  their  /nud  negligence  .... 
Wliereas  at  this  day  in  nomo  Counties  and  parts  of  this  Our 
Kingdomo,  wbero  some  Junticcs  of  Peace  and  other  Mngistratcs 
doe  ducly  and  diligently  execute  the  same,  there  evidently  ap- 
pearcth  great  reformation,  benefit  and  aafoty  do  redound  to  the 
Commonwealth.  Ami  likcwi^  when  as  there  was  care  tiikon,  and 
diligence  used  to  have  the  Lawes  concerning  Charitable  uses,  wol 
esccutt>d,  and  all  pious  gifts  to  bee  imployed  according  to  the  good 
iutvnt  of  (ho  Donors,  these  poote  people  irere  better  relieved  then 
BOW  they  ore.  .   -    . 

"  Aft«r  long  and  mature  deliberation,  finding  that  there  is  no 
better  wayes  or  meanes  to  have  the  said  Lawes  and  Statutes  put  in 
full  execution,  then  by  committing  the  trust  and  oversight  thereof 
to  the  special]  care  and  indtistrie  of  oertaine  persona  of  principall 
Plac*,  Dignitie  and  Order  neere  unto  Our  Person  ;  who  upon  their 
diligent  inqnirio  bow  the  said  Lawes  and  Statutes  are  put  in  execu- 
tiontmaybe  ableu[>on  all  oocasione  to  give  Ua particular  information 
Ihetvof,  and  by  their  approovcd  Wisdomes  experience  and  Judge- 
Dwots,  gire  Directions  and  Instructions  froru  time  to  time  for  the 
bcttt'r  execution  of  the  said  Statutes." 
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II  then  proceeds  to  direct  tlio  Oominiasioiicrs  to  mnke  inqutry.  l^y 
oath  or  othcrwiflc,  and  to  inform  ihomaelvca  "  how  all  and  every  the 
Lawea  and  .Statutes  now  in  force,  which  any  way  concemc  tho  rc- 
liefe  of  Impotent  or  poore  p«?ople,  the  hinding  out  of  apprentices,  the 
setting  to  worke  of  poore  children,  and  such  other  pooro  people, 
as  being  able  or  vriUing  to  worke,  have  no  etocke  or  meanee 
imploy  themselves ;  the  compelling  and  forcing  such  lazie  & 
idle  persons  to  worke,  as  being  of  bodiev  able  and  strong,  doe 
nevertbeloRse  refuse  to  labour ;  the  maialenauce,  goveruemeut,  and 
woll  ordering  of  houses  of  correction  and  other  place*  for  reliefs 
of  poore  indigent  and  impotent  people,  the  Ituting,  Cullecting, 
and  imployment  of  all  miah  Hummed,  as  by  the  Statute  of  the  three 
and  fourt  icth  of  Etiznfieth,  tire  appointed,  for  the  relicfc  of  Souldiers 
and  Mariners,  tho  punishment  or  setting  on  worke  of  Itogues  and 
Vugubonds :  And  uU  J^anes  and  Statutes  now  in  force  for  the 
rcpTCflsing  of  Drunkennesse  and  idlcnessc,  the  reforming  of  abi 
committed  in  Inncs  and  Alehouses,  the  abridging  of  the  number' 
of  Alehouses,  nnd  the  well  ordering  of  such  as  be  licensed,  the 
keeping  of  Watches  and  Wards  duely,  and  how  other  pnblique 
services  for  God,  the  King,  and  the  Common-wealth,  are  put  in 
practice  and  executed." 

Thin  is  Aucoeedcd  by  orders  to  the  juKticcfl  to  (K»e  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  mentioned,  to  inflict  condign  punishment  on  nny 
officers  who  neglect  their  duty,  and  to  reward  prosecutors  and 
informers.  The  jnsticeii  are  to  report  every  three  months  to  the 
Iligh  Sheriff,  who  \n  in  turn  to  report  to  the  Juntices  of  Aflnze,  who^J 
are  to  report  to  the  Tx>rds  CommisMoners.  Justices  failing  t<^^| 
wend  in  an  account  are  to  lie  reported  to  the  Commissioners  by  the 
nigh  Sheriff,  and  the  Justices  of  A«Mize  are  to  ini^uire  nnd  mark 
what  justices  ai-e  careful  and  who  are  negligent. 

Attached  to  tbese  orders  are  Directions  for  carrying  out  the 
Statutes.    Those  relating  to  vagrancy  are  as  follows:.— 

"  That  the  Lords  of  Manors  and  Towns  take  care  that  their 
Tenants,  and  the  parishioners  of  every  Towuo  may  be«  releeved 
worke,  or  otherwise  at  home,  and  not  suffered  to  straggle  and  boj 
up  and  downe  in  their  paritthes. 

"  That  Stewards  to  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  in  keeping  their  Leetes 
twice  a  yeere,  doc  s]>euially  enquire  upon  thoee  articles  that  tend 
to  the  n^forniation  or  puniBhinenc  of  couimun  olTi-nces  and  abuses: 
As  ui  Bakers  and  Brewers,  for  breaking  of  Assizes:  Of  Furvstullurs 
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and  B^graters;  Agaiuat  Tradesmen  of  all  sorta,  for  selling  with 
under  weights,  or  ut  exceuive  prises,  or  things  uDwholesome,  or 
things  made  in  deceipt:  Of  people,  breakers  of  houses,  common 
thMVw,  and  their  roccivora ;  haunters  of  Taverns,  or  Alehouses  ; 
those  ihub  goe  ui  good  clothes,  and  faro  well,  and  none  knowes 
whurcof  they  live ;  those  that  boe  uigfat-wulkerB ;  huildors  of  Cot- 
tiigBS,  and  takers  m  of  Inmutca;  offences  of  Victuallers,  Artificerti, 
Workemen,  and  Lahourore, 

"  lliat  the  petty  Coustuhles  In  all  Panshee,  be  chosen  of  the  abler 
of  Parishioners,  and  the  oiliue  not  to  hee  put  upon  the  poorer 
if  it  may  be. 

"  Watches  in  the  night,  and  Warding  by  day,  and  to  bee  ap- 
pninted  in  every  Towne  and  Village,  for  spprehrnston  of  rogues 
and  vagabonds,  and  for  safety  and  good  onler. 

*'  And  because  it  is  found  by  d»yly  experience,  that  the  remisse- 
iiMse  and  negligence  of  petty  Constabli's  in  a  great  cause  of  the 
Rvrarming  of  Rogues  and  Beggers:  therefore  the  High  Constables 
in  their  sererall  Divisions  are  specially  tu  be  charged  to  looke  unto 
the  petty- Constables,  that  they  use  diligence  in  their  offices,  and 
the  Uigb  Constables  to  present  to  the  Justices  ofPeace,  the  defaults 
of  the  petty -Cou'*table«,  for  not  puiiitthiug  the  Rogues,  or  not  pre- 
•eating  tboM  that  are  Relievers  of  the  Rogues  and  Beggers,  the 
Law  inflicting  a  penalty  npon  the  Constable  for  not  punishing 
them,  and  upon  such  party  as  shall  relieve  them. 

"  If  in  any  Punsh  there  be  found  any  persona  that  live  out  of 
•errice,  or  tliat  lire  idly  and  will  not  worke  for  reasonable  wages, 
or  live  to  spend  all  they  have  ut  the  Alehouse,  those  persons  to  hue 
brought  by  the  High  Constables,  and  petty  Constables  to  the 
Ju8tic4!fi  at  their  meotlnga,  there  to  bee  ordered  and  punished  as 
tball  be  found  Ut. 

*•  That  the  Correction  housoa  in  all  Counties  may  be  mode  adjojTi- 
iag  to  the  common  Prisons,  and  the  Ooaler  to  be  made  Govcmour 
of  them,  that  no  ho  may  imploy  to  worke  Prisoners  committed  fnr 
smol  Catuee,  ^r*  so  they  may  learnc  honestly  by  labour,  and  not  live 
idly  and  miaenibly  long  in  Prison,  whereby  they  are  mado  worse 
whon  they  come  out,  then  they  were  when  they  went  in,  and 
where  many  houses  of  Correction  ore  in  one  County,  one  of  them 
at  least  to  boo  nccrc  the  Goolo. 

"That  no  man  harbour  Ritgucs  in  their  Barnes,  or  Outhouscings. 
And  the   wsndring  persona   with  women  and  children    to   give 
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uccount  to  the  Constable  or  Juetico  of  Peace,  where  they  wer* 
marryed,  and  where  ihcir  children  wero  Christeued ;  for  tlieae 
people  live  Uko  Salvage*),  neither  marry  nnr  bury  nor  ChrUWn, 
which  licentious  libcrtio  make  bo  many  delight  to  be  Rogues  and 
AV'ondorcra," 

The  other  articles  in  the  Directions  refer  to  the  apprenticing  of 
poor  children,  the  enforcement  of  fixed  rates  of  wujior*  for  labourers 
and  ftcrvunta,  the  raising  of  nit«<t  for  the  relief  of  ibc  poor,  and  the 
neglect  to  repair  highwayi,  which  arc  stated  to  bo  in.  great  decay 
in  ull  coutitiej). 

Suhaequontly  to  these  nirections  we  find  in  the  State  Papers 
Toporta  of  the  apprehensioa  and  punisbmeot  of  vagrauta  from  the 
sheriff!!  of  Herts  and  Kent  One  reason  no  doubt  for  the  tolera- 
tion of  m^rmbent  of  the  vagrant  tribe  in  rural  dirtricta  was  that 
many  of  them  were  general  news-carnera  and  gossip- mongers. 
Cotsram  says  regarding  them— 


"  II  iHic  ■bi>iil<)  reliiMe  to  tolkc  with  pvrr>'  Bwap-Ti 
(I«  shuuld  ivfUAe  bmve  eompuny  uiiiwtmiee. 


On  the  17th  of  September  in  this  year  (16JI0)  a  renewed  pro- 
clamation was  issued  "  for  suppressing  rogues  and  vagabonds,  and 
the  relief  of  the  poor  according  to  law.''  It  state*  that,  "  harrest 
being  ended,  the  former  similar  proclamation  of  the  S'lrd  April 
last  past  is  to  be  put  in  execution  against  all  persons  wandering 
under  the  names  of  soldiers,  mariners,  glaasmen,  potmen,  pedlars, 
petty  chapmen,  conyskinmen,  or  tinkers." 

The  rogue  appears  about  this  period  to  bavedcvised  a  legal  puzzle 
for  the  justices,  which  they  wcro  obli^xl  to  submit  to  the  judges 
fur  solution,  as  we  find  amongst  the  iCesolutions  of  the  Judges  of 
Assize  in  1633  the  following  query,  with  its  answer. 

"  27  (Ju.  A  rogue  is  taken  at  C.  and  will  not  confcasc  the  place 
of  bis  birth  :  neyther  doth  it  appcaro  otherwise  but  that  he  oon- 
fcsseth  the  last  place  of  bis  habitation  to  be  at  S.  hereuimn  be  is 
whipped  and  sent  to  S.  At  his  comming  to  S.  the  place  of  bis 
birth  is  there  knowno  by  some  to  bo  at  W.  and  thereupon  the 
rogue  confeeseth  it  to  be  so :  whether  he  might  without  any  new 
vogranoy  be  sent  to  W  P" 

'*Jietof.  In  this  case  it  is  fit  to  send  such  a  rogue  to  the  place 
of  hid  birth  :  for  this  is  but  a  mistaking  imd  no  legall  aetting." 

*  The  I  Joe.  ImC&.b.  i  0(t<^'3~*)>  uuku  that  LAbnnien^  Wmrers  9piaiier<. 
,  *Dd  W«rkntm'«  wi^[m  nir  to  he  ralnl  bj  thr  Jtixticvo. 
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On  Jnntury  15,  1633,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  write  to  the 
Lord  Slayor  with  respect  to  their  former  letters  for  the  execution 
of  his  Majesty's  Book  of  Orders  concerning  charitable  uses,  and 
for  the  punishment  uf  wandering  rogn««  aud  vagrunU,  and 
require  him  to  be  more  c»reful  and  vigilant  in  the  performance  of 
bis  duty  therein. 

In  March.  It)t58,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  find  it  necessary  to 
write  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  with  respect  to  the  groat 
uamber  of  wondering  pool  in  the  cily,  recjuiring  order  to  bo  taken 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  according  to  the  laws,  that  they  might 
hare  no  pretence  to  wander  and  beg,  aud  for  the  punishment  of 
rognea  and  Tagabonda. 

In  June  of  the  same  year  the  Lords  of  the  Counoil  again 
write  to  the  Ixird  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  requiring  them  to 
proceed  more  cfTectually  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  sup* 
pnanon  of  fugmats,  and  to  report  their  prococdingK  at  the  end  of 
OTory  term. 

The  troublous  timos  which  followed  wore  eminently  favonruble 
lo  vagshondDge,  and  until  the  two  great  parties  in  the  State  had 
ceoaod  fighting  for  the  aupromacy  it  wait  uauluBj;  to  expect  that 
any  comprohensire  me«mires  could  be  taken  to  suppress  it.  In 
1C47,  however,  the  King  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Commiasionen),  and  the  civil  war  was  virtually  terminated. 
Toward*  the  end  of  this  year  the  puritanical  sontimeDt  of  the 
Long  Parliament  caused,  on  the  *22nd  October,  the  passing  of  an 
ordinance  (c.  d7)  for  the  supprcMiog  of  Stage  plays  and  iuler- 
lude«.  It  enacts  that  Common  players  shall  be  committed  to  the 
gnol,  there  to  i^i^main  until  the  next  general  sesaioos  of  the  peac«, 
or  uifGcient  »euurity  entered  for  their  appearance  at  the  sesaious, 
there  to  be  punished  as  roguee  according  to  law.  This  was 
followed,  on  the  *^2ud  January,  IfJiH,  by  an  order  fur  an  unlinunoe 
to  «apprc«8  all  Stage  Plays,  aud  for  taking  down  all  their  hoxtM  or 
Mst«  where  they  oel,  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor.  SberilFs,  and 
Justices  of  Peace,  and  Committeeti  of  the  Militia,  &q.,  take  care  to 
•iippres*  all  stage  plays  for  the  future. 

These  urdinancoti,  however,  appear  to  have  been  entirely  ineffi- 
csdoua,  and  accordingly,  on  the  11th  February,  1(>48,  a  more 
fomidable  ordinance  (o.  lUti)  for  suppression  of  all  stage 
plays  and  interludes)  was  passed.  It  recites  that  "  The  Acts 
of   Stage-PIayes,    Interludes,  and  common  Ployes,   condenmed 


TAGRAXTS  AKD  rAORAyCT. 


by  ancioDt  beatheii^,  anct  muck  ivi*  \o  be  tolerated  oinougst  pro- 
ffssoni  of  the  Christian  Religiou,  ib  the  occuston  of  mauy  and 
sundry  great  vices  and  diaordcro,  tending  to  the  high  provivution 
ofOod's  wmth  and  displousure,  whiuh  Iick  heuvy  upan  this  king- 
dom, and  to  the  difiturbaucouf  the  peace  thereof;  in  regard  whereof 
the  same  hath  been  prohibited  by  Ordioauoe  of  this  presetit  Par- 
liameat,  and  yet  is  presumed  to  be  practiced  by  divers  in 
contempt  thereof."  It  (hen  enacts,  "  For  the  better  suppression  of 
the  said  Stage-Pluyes,  Interludes,  and  oomtnun  ptayes,  it  is 
ordered  and  ordained  hy  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  imd  by  the  Authority  uf  the  same,  That  all 
Stage- players,  and  Flayers  uf  Interludes,  and  common  Playes,  are 
hereby  dtn^lared  to  be,  and  are,  and  shall  be  taken  to  be  Rogues, 
and  punishable,  within  the  statutes  of  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
the  l^ign  of  (iueen  Elizabeth,  and  the  seventh  year  of  King 
James,  and  liable  unto  the  pains  and  penalties  therein  contained. 
and  proc<%ded  against  acoording  to  the  said  Statutes,  whether 
they  he  wanderers  or  no,  and  notwithstanding  any  Hocnso  what- 
soever from  the  King  or  any  person  or  persons  to  that  purpose." 

This  Act  breathes  the  spirit  exhibited  by  William  Prynnc  in 
his  "  Ilistrio-Mastix  "  ("The  Player's  Scourge  "),'  published  in 
](iJJ3,  in  which  he  lays  down — 

"  That  alt  popular  and  eommoa  Stagt^-Playest,  trlu-tli^r  Cotnieall, 
Tt-agicnll,  Saiyricalt,  itimi'MtJl,  or  mirl  0/  aiiJifr  {ftiptytaliy  an  thrtf 
are  now  atmpMfd  and  pennmnteH),  nre  mch  itinfHll,  hurt/ull,  mid  per- 
ukiout  Rccrcatiom,  a»  an^  aitogeiJtfr  umtetiiely,  and  unlate/uU  unto 
ChrUiiftm" 

Quoting  from  A/iffntm  he  says  that  "  Player  a^e  the  mtuf  of 
Dtht  ami  Vmrtf ;  the  occasion  of  Fottriy,thf  hegmim^fof  Ikggery'* 
He  afterwards  proceeds  to  maintain  that  "  the  ofleet  or  product 
of  Stage  Playee,  is  crucify,  fiercnesse,  brwwlea,  sedition,  tiimnlU, 
uurthers  and  the  like;"  and  that  "  the  fnutsof  Stago-pUycH  is 
this  :  Ihat  they  draw  duwnu  God's  fcarefuU  judgements  both  upon 
their' Composers,  Actors,  Spectators,  and  those  Kepublikes  that 
tolerate  or  approve  them."  He  also  quotes  the  fuUowing  from 
the  sixth  Council  of  Conutaatinoplo  a.d.  C80  :— 

Can.  51 ;  "  Thin  Mcird  and  uniceitall  Sffnodf  doth  uttnly  prohibit 

*  For  Ihw  hook  TVrnne  wm  ituTtn-ioiKxl  i-ij^ht  Teftm,  fined  ^£3,000,  cx|mOIkI 
the  univcmty  u(  Oxrun)  und  Lincoln 'a  Itiu,  ducnuoil  ftimi  hie  prDrveeion,  stood 
Iwiiu)  Ml  ttiv  j'illory.  l<<«t  1>i-ili  liix  i-MO,  -inii  liitd  llit  bix>k  l>iimed  liy  tlir  hnii^- 
uu    Sln!  Inn  [KtitiimR  in  I'arlinmcnt. 
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____^  o  are  caltei/  Sfaffe-plni/rrs  and  f/inr  litifrrfuitrs  ;  totjether  trilh 
tki  'S^>iKtacIe$  of  Aunlinff8,  ami  (hwte  tiaacfji  (fiut  tuv  uuuif  H/ton  t/ic 
fylafff." 
Can.  61.  "  Those  aisoonffM  to  be  nuhjeet  to i>ire ffrares exrommuni- 
ioii,  tr/io  rarry  about  beares  or  sucA  tikv  crcatutra  J'or  wport,  h  the 
(^  itimj'h-  jH'Ojtle  ;  or  tell  /^rtmiri  or  Jntrn,  anil  tft'iii-aloiftei,  ami 
mtter  a  multifutif  of  euch  tike  tcords  out  of  the  tot/et  of/allaey  and 
imfMsfare  :  ami  fMo%t  aim  ifho  are  ttili-d  charaten,  tjieern  (^  rrmedim 
miti  amulets,  and  prophets" 

The  public  taste  for  stage  playo  at  thiH  ponod,  judgnl  by  the 
fblluwiag  extracts,  appear  \»  bavu  beuii  uf  a  debuaed  uliaructer, 
■ud  must  therefore  have  atreiigtlK^iied  the  puritanical  oppomiion 

to  thoiD- 

"  \Vc  most  hare  notliin^  lirouplit  now  upon  Stagv 
■  Bui  Pumwlry,  uiti  {>>vd  riiliciilDits  AiiiiirLii. 

Meu  IliiUiercuiae  tn  Uutjli,  auil  IW-d  fnul  fat, 
(Thsclc*  nt  ull  ^<>ii<]iifSHti  thf-Tv,  a»  Ix-iu;;  [iti'phaiiM, 
Wlirii,  wbiin:  ere  px>ihie»iBf  cuines,  it  tiuikcii  Uic  place 
llnlv  luiii  aatrwl.  lln)ii;'h  wilh  oilier  fti-l, 
Naver  w>  idui'Ii  'Lis  KcaiiiLiIlM  ntui  |Hillat«il. 
I«t  mu  learn  Knvtliin;;,  timt  i\U  a  man 
In  any  ftUbl<M  ij.uwn,  a»  wtill  »«  SU^im. 

Flayan 

W*nj  never  more  nncortjiin  in  llwir  lirw, 
Tb«y  know  not  ulmt  to  pUy,  for  ft^arfiill  fmlfl, 
Where  U>  piny,  for  I'liritan  fiM>l8,  not  what 
To  piny,  for  CritJcall  fooK" 

Id  spite,  txx>,  of  all  the  official  prohibitions,  Sir  William 
PaTonaut  opened  u  kind  of  theatre  in  Itutland  House,  Charter- 
faouw  Yard,  in  May,  ItiuG,  and  on  iho  -ird  September,  IGSG, 
addreoaed  the  following  totter  to  Bulstrode  Whiteloeko,  one  of 
tlie  Lords  Commisiiioncrs  of  the  Great  Seal.  'Ilio  upcru  referred 
to  is  iho  Sieijr  of  [tltotlf-n,  which  was  g-iven  at  Rutland  }fouw, 
"  the  story  sung  in  recitative  vcr^c"  On  this  occasion  scenes 
"  in  pcnipcotivo  "  wore  fir^t  publicly  used. 

"  Mv  LoKn, 

"  When  I  consider  the  nicety  of  the  Tim««,  t  fear  it  may 

drow  a  Curtatu  between  your  Lordship  and  our  opera  ;  therefore  I 

have  presumed  to  send  your  Lordship,  hot  from  the  Press,  what 

we  mean  to  rcprewint ;  making  your  Lordship  my  Ruprcmo  Judge, 

though  I  dutpair  to  havu  the  Honour  of  inviting  yuu  (o  ho  a  Hpec- 

*  Api'ti*''')  '"  <*  luwk  wlifti  %\itf  frmikkcs  her  iimitcr  (^snie  uiil  follows  Mdue 
olbKT  <>[  iiitijiur  kmd  lUai  cnjuu  hur  iu  her  Ui^ul. 
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Utor.  I  do  not  conceive  the  penwal  of  U  worthy  any  part  of  your 
Tjordship's  leimire,  unless  your  anticnt  roliition  to  iho  Muse«i  inatco 
rou  not  unwilling  to  give  »  littJe  entertainment  to  Poetry,  though 
in  sc  mean  a  drcM  as  tbiA,  and  coming  from,  my  Ijord, 

"  Your  Lordship's  most  oWlient  Hryaut, 

"William  Davekant." 


Tn  the  year  1647  ttc  condition  of  pauperism  appears  t-o  have 
necessitated  Um'  pusaing  of  the  following  Orilonturf  for  fltf  IMif/e 
and  hnphijment  o}'  ihe  Poore  ;  and  tAe  Punishment  of  Vagrants,  and 
offier  dinortlerltf  Pvrto».-<."  It  recites  that  "  the  Necessity,  Number 
and  Inorcoeo  of  the  I'oore  ia  very  great  within  the  City -of /*«#/«» 
and  Liberties  thereof,  for  wont  of  the  duo  execution  of  such  whol- 
some  Lawes  and  Statutes  as  have  beene  formerly  made. 

"  For  remedy  thereof,  and  for  other  the  purposes  horoin  utter 
specified ;  Bo  it  and  it  ts  ordained  by  the  Lords  and  Commons 
in  this  prem'iit  Parliament  assembled,  That  from  hcnneforth  there 
be,  and  hIiiiU  he  a  Corporation  within  the  said  City  of  LomloH  and 
Liberties  thereof,  consisting  of  a  President,  Deputy  to  the  Presi- 
dent, a  Trcnrirer,  and  forty  Assistants,  whereof  the  LordMaior  of 
the  said  City  for  the  time  being  to  be  the  President,  eight  of  the 
sitid  Asnstants  to  be  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said  City  for  the  time 
being;  and  the  other  thirty  and  two  to  be  Free-men.  of,  and 
Inhabitants  in  tho  said  City,  chosen  out  of  the  eeverall  Words  of 
the  said  City  equally.  .  .  .  And  be  it  ordained  by  the  authority 
afore«*id,  for  the  further  reliefe  and  employing  of  the  said  poore 
within  the  said  City  and  Liberties  thereof,  that  the  said  Corpora- 
tion, or  any  nine  of  them,  whereof  the  said  President,  or  any  of 
the  Kaid  Aldvrmuu  or  the  Deputy  to  the  PrL-videut,  or  the  said 
Treasurer  to  be  one,  shall  have  power  to  Eiect  oue  or  more  Worke- 
housos  for  receiving,  relieving,  and  setting  the  poore  on  work ; 
and  one  or  more  houses  of  Correction  for  punishing  of  Itoguos, 
Vagabonds,  and  Beggers,  us  they  shall  tbiuk  tit.  .  .  . 

"  And  that  the  said  FreBident  and  Ooveniours,  or  any  nine  of 
them,  whereof  the  said  President,  or  any  uf  the  said  Aldermen,  or 
ihe  Deputy  to  the  FresLdeut,  or  the  said  Treasurer  to  be  oue, 
shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  make  and  Constitute  Orders 
and  By-Lawes  for  the  belter  relieving,  regulating,  and  sotting 
the  Poore  on  worke,  and  the  apprehending  and  punishing  of 
Rogues,  Vflgabouda,   and    Beggers   within   the    said    City  and 
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Liberties,  that  have  not  wherewith  honestly  tn  luiiltitiiinu  thoni- 
Ives.  .  .  .  And  it  shall  ami  may  be  Uwfiill  in  und  tor  any 
itj*,  Corporation,  or  Boroiighea  in  any  County  of  this  King- 
doni«,  or  Dominion  of  Jratft>,  to  make  choiso  of  n  fit  number  of 
ftble  and  sufficient  Persons  (or  the  HIco  effecritmll  rolievinfr,  nnd 
regulating  of  the  Poore  in  their  resppctive  plasms ;  and  in  liko 
maDDer  to  draw  up  and  present  Orders  and  By- Laws  heat  suiting 
to  those  Oountica  and  placeo  for  confirmation  an  aforesaid,  and  for 
the  ends  and  purposes  herein  above  expret^od." 

A  little  more  than  two  yeiLrs  later,  on  the  24ch  of  January, 
I*lo(l-l,  the  (oleratioo  accorded  to  vngrante  by  the  parochial  nutho- 
ritit-s  tu  the  Cily  seems  to  have  CHlIud  forth  tho  following  procU- 
matioo  from  the  Lord  Mayor  : — 

"  Forasmuch  as  ol'lalv  the  conHtables  of  this  city  have  neglected 
to  put  in  execution  thu  burerali  wholeomo  biwa  for  puuisbiug  of 
Tugrunts,  und  passing  thorn  to  the  places  of  their  last  abode, 
whereby  greut  scaudall  uud  dishonour  is  brought  u]X)ii  tho 
goTe-mmvut  of  this  city  ;  These  are  therefore  to  will  and  require 
jtm,  or  your  deputy,  forthwith  to  call  before  you  the  aeverall 
omifltables  within  your  ward,  and  Btnctly  to  charge  (hem  to  put 
in  execution  the  eaid  laws,  or  to  expect  the  penalty  of  forty 
sbillinga  to  be  levycd  upon  their  estates,  for  every  vagrant  that 
flbol  be  found  begging  in  their  several  preeincta.  And  to  the  end 
the  fluid  conatablcs  may  not  pretend  ignorunce,  what  to  do  with  the 
flereral  persons  they  sbal  &ad  offending  the  Miid  lawa,  these  arc 
fnrtiicr  to  require  thorn,  that  a1  aged  or  impotent  pers<ma  who  are 
not  fit  to  work,  lie  pas-sed  from  constable  to  constable  to  the  pariah 
where  they  dwel ;  and  that  the  constable  in  whose  ward  they  are 
fonnd  begging,  sbal  give  a  posse  under  his  hand,  expressing  the 
jdaco  where  he  or  she  were  taken,  and  the  place  whither  they  are 
to  be  passed.  And  for  children  under  five  years  of  age,  who  hare 
no  dwelling,  or  cannot  give  an  account  of  their  parents,  the  parish 
where  they  are  found  arc  to  provide  for  them ;  and  for  those  which 
shall  bee  fonnd  lying  under  stulls,  having  no  habitation  or  parents 
(from  five  to  nine  years  old),  are  to  be  sent  to  the  ■V\''ardi-obe 
House,*  to  be  provided  for  hy  the  corporation  for  the  poore;  and 
all  above  nine  years  of  age  are  to  be  sent  to  Bridewel.  And  for 
neu  or  'women  who  are  able  to  work  and  goe  bogging  with  young 

An  Kiiricnt    Iniildiiiii  in  Viiitry  Waul  known  hy  the  naue  of  Tlii;  Itoyai, 
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childreD,  aucb  persons  for  the  first  lime  lo  be  pusscd  to  the  pluco 
of  their  abode  os  aforoaaid ;  and  Hcing  talccn  an^oinc,  thoy  ore  lo 
be  CArryed  to  Bridewel,  to  be  corrected  uceordiog  to  the  discretion 
oj*  the  govemotirs.  And  for  those  persons  that  ahal  be  found  to 
hire  children,  or  go  beggiug  with  cliildren  not  nickiug,  those 
children  are  to  be  sent  to  the  several  i>unshe«  wher  they  dwel, 
and  the  persons  so  hiring  them  lo  Bridewel,  to  be  corrected  and 
passed  uway,  or  kept  at  work  there,  according  to  the  govemuur's 
diseretion,  And  for  uL  other  vagrants  and  beggars  under  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  to  be  foithwith  sent  down  to  Dridewel  to  bu 
iniployed  and  corrected,  according  to  the  statute  laws  of  this 
oouiniunwmilth,  except  before  excepted;  and  the  president  and 
govemoura  of  Ilridewel  are  hereby  desired  to  meet  twice  every 
week  to  see  to  the  cxeeution  of  this  Precept.  And  the  steward  of 
the  workebouite  culled  the  Wardrobe,  is  autborifiod  to  roccire  into 
that  faouao  such  children  as  arc  o{  the  age  between  five  and  nine, 
as  IB  before  specified  and  limited ;  and  the  eaid  steward  is  from 
time  to  time  lo  acquaint  the  corporation  for  the  poor,  what  persons 
arc  brought  in,  to  the  end  they  may  beo  provided  for." 

Vagrancy,  however,  continued  to  increase,  and  therefore  on  the 
2>?rd  of  January,  16rj5,  another  pnM^lumat.ion  wua  issued  by  the 
Town  Clerk  of  the  City  to  the  following  effect : — 

*'  Whereas  by  neglect  of  executing  the  good  Luwcs  and  Statute* 
against  Rx^ues,  VagalKinde,  njid  Sturdy  Beggers,  That  vermine 
of  this  Commonwealth  doth  now  sworme  in  and  about  this  City 
and   Liberties,   disturbing  and   annoying   the    inhabitant*    and 
Passengers,  by  hanging  upon  Coaches,  and  clatnorona  begging  &( 
the  doores  of  Churches  and  private  Tlousei,  and  in  the  Street*  andl] 
common   Wave*,   beguiling  the   modest,   laborious   and   houcet 
poore  (the  proper  objects  of  charity)  of  much  reliefe  and  Alme* 
which  otherwise  might  bee  disposed  to  them  by  bountifull  and 
wl>11  mludt.'d  puuple  :  And  by  this  mo^tnes  and  their  corrupt  and. 
pruphune  cunimunicntiou,  doe  bring  dishonor  to  God,  scuudall  to] 
Religion,  aad.shume  to  the  Government  of  this  City  :  And  for . 
much  as  it   is  Intended   and   resolved  that  for   Keformution  of' 
this  living  Nusauce,  ibu  Biiid  I^wes  and  iStututes  shall  bee  hence- 
forth duely  and  strictly  executed  within  this  City  and  Liburtiee 
thereof,  and   the  penuliycs  and  puniithmcnts  thereby  appolntodfj 
imposed  and  inflicteil  upon  all  per»onKutfvnding  ugaiuitt  theeamo; 
I  doe  therefore  give  notice  1  hereof,  und  in  the  name  of  his  liighncs 
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the  LonI  Protector,  doe  hereby  require  and  comraund  all  Conatabltu 
and  other  officers  and  persons  whatsoeTer  within  this  City  and 
Uberties,  to  bee  diligent  and  watcbfull  about  thoir  dutica  hereiu." 

The  proclamation  ends  with  extracta  from  30  Eliz.,  c.  4,  and 
1  Juc.  I-,  c.  T,  for  the  information  of  oonstablcs.  The  means  of 
repression  at  the  disposal  of  the  authorities  appears,  hovever,  to 
luiTe  been  insuJHctent,  for  we  are  told  that  ut  "  A  Common 
CouBcell  holdou  .  .  -  the  sixth  day  of  March  .  .  ,  HJoli.  Upon 
reading  the  bumble  Representation  of  the  Presideutand  Oorernors 
for  the  Poore  of  this  City  and  Liberties  thereof,  compUtoiug  that 
the  nomber  of  those  Agents  (whom  their  present  ability  can  set 
furth  and  mointaine)  for  clearing  the  streets  of  Vagrants  cannot 
•fibot  that  work,  the  Court  orduiued  that  the  rates  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  should  be  doubled,  and  paymt^uts  made  to  a  suflicicnt 
nambcr  of  able  Marders  for  uppruhvudiug  Vugruuta  and  Beggars." 

Iiotvitluttuuding  the  good  order  which  generally  prevailed 
uodcr  the  steni  discipline  of  the  Puritun  rule,  frosh  logiaUtion 
Unu  found  necvsaary,  and  in  the  year  Kioti  a  statute  (c.  21)* 
■ntitled  an  Act  against  Vagrants,  and  wandring,  idle,  dissolulo 
persons  was  passed,  which  recites  that>  "  Whereas  the  number  of 
wandring,  idle,  loose,  dissolute,  and  disorderly  persons  is  (of  late) 
nuch  tncrtosed,  by  rcasoo  of  some  Defects  in  the  Laws  and 
SutuIcA  heretofore  made  and  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
Rngoea,  Vagabonds  and  Sturdy  Bcggcrs  (they  being  seldom  taken 
lieggtag)  by  means  whereof  divers  lioborios.  Burglaries,  Thefts, 
Insurrections  and  other  Misdemeanors  have  been  ocoaMoned ; 
For  the  prevention  whereof.  Be  it  Enacted  by  His  Ilighncss  the 
Ivord  Protector  and  this  present  Parliament  and  the  Authority 
thcr^i*.  That  all  and  every  idle,  loose,  and  dis^lute  permn  and 
ptnons,  which  from  and  after  the  Fir<it  day  of  July  one  thousand 
nx  hundred  fifty-sovcn,  shall  bo  found  and  taken  vilhin  the 
imonwealth  of  Kngland,  vagrant  and  wandring  fmm  his  or 
tjsuul  place  of  living  or  ubude,  and  shall  not  have  such  good 
and  sufficient  cause  or  business  for  such  his  or  their  travelling  or 
wandring,  as  the  Justices  or  Jostice  of  Peace,  Muyore,  or  other 
Clii«f  Officers  or  Officers  of  the  respective  Countie«  or  Corporations, 
be&m  whom  such  peri^on  or  persons  shall  he  brought,  shall  approve 
«{;  Tliftt  then  every  such  idle,  loose  and  disKulutc  person  and 
to  token  vagrant  and  wandring  as  aforesaid,  ubuU  be 
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■djadged,  aud  ure  hereby  adjudged  and  dwiured  to  be  Kogii€*, 
Tagabondfl  and  Sturdy  Bt<gger«,  witliiu  the  Stutute  made  in  the 
nine  aud  thirtieth  year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elixubeth,  c.  4, 
For  the  Supjjressing  of  RogTie?,  Vagubonds  and  Sturdy  Bogota, 
uud  shuU  be  prccucded  uguiniit  uiid  puniitbed  as  Rogue«,  Vag't- 
bonda  and  Sturdy  Beggers  within  the  said  Statute,  although 
they  shaU  not  be  tuken  begging,  any  Lunr,  Statute,  Or  Usage  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wibe  not  withstanding.  And  be  it 
further  EnucLed  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person 
ur  persons  commonly  called  Fidlers  or  Minstrelti,  shall  at  any 
time  after  the  eaid  First  day  of  July,  betaken  playing,  lidltng 
and  making  music  in  any  Inn,  Ale-house  or  Tavern,  or  shall  be 
taken  preferring  tbomRetveti,  or  desiring,  or  iutreatiug  any  person 
or  persons  to  hear  tbem  to  play,  or  make  muuck  in  any  the 
places  aforesaid,  That  every  such  person  and  persons  so  taken, 
shall  bt.'  adjudged,  uud  are  hereby  adjudged  and  declared  to  be 
Rogues,  Vagabonds  and  Sturdy  Beggers,  and  shall  be  proceeded 
against  and  punished  as  Rogues,  Vagabonds  and  ISturdy  Beggers 
within  the  said  Stutute,  Any  Law,  Stutute  or  Usage  to  the  con- 
trar)'  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding." 


CHAPTER  VII. 
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Aec*«ion  of  CharlM  11.— Dialmndmenl  of  the  array  — "Die  law  of  «;ltlement — 
Speech  of  liie  Kiny  rrfinliiin  brjgpi™— RwulUof  th«f  new  liiw — (laptmia 
Gfsunt  un  iMiggars— Sir  Maitlww  Hale  on  workhouaee — ProcUmaUon 
ni^DiiL  va^nuilK  ittid  In-i-yiirn  iiti'I  j^rwinw  citmtnc  cwinlnutHjIe  iiinLtent— 
Prelcmled  Imialii-iii— AlloratinnH  of  thft  Inw  of  settlement  under  James  11. 
ami  Wiltiiiiii  111. — 11  i;;liway muit — The  p<inr  rocfiviKt;  n-lk-f  lo  weur 
biu1f^i!S — Itanilviw(^  abnut  i»f  tho  nncir — Mr,  Jolm  C^ry  on  tlie  wholtanmo 
eflVct  of  worUimiem— DeuionilJntiK  recults  wf  pooaiuK  WK^nt  hwnw— 
Eotimabe  of  the  dependent  rlasast— IlepniTity  of  beft^ir  children—LegiHln- 
tiou  unilor  Ann — ConaoUdation  of  the  Isvb  Against  voj^ronts  and  IwKgHn 
in  1713. 


SouE  of  the  first  Acts  of  the  rci{^  of  Cburloe  II.  hud  rofercnoe  to 
the  disbanding  of  the  army,  which,  omng  to  its  rigid  morality 
aud  dificipUne,  and  its  sjmputhy  with  pui-itonical  principles, 
formed  a  source  of  danger  instead  of  strength  to  the  rcstonid 
monarchy.  One  of  these  Acts  (12  Car.  II.,  c.  IG)  mode  it  lawful 
for  the  disbanded  soldiers  to  cxorcieo  trades  without  having  been 
apprenticed  to  them,  and  exempted  them  ffum  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  0  VA'i?..,  c.  4,  and  also  from  local  customs  and  by- 
laws to  a  contrary  effect.  This  cimblcd  them  at  once  to  join  tho 
industrial  ranks,  and  they  availed  thomaolvc&  of  it  to  the  fullest 
extent.  Lord  Macauluy  beurt;  tribute  to  their  good  conduct  and 
indnstTy  in  these  apposite  tenn» : — 

"Fifty  thousand  men,  accustomed  to  the  profession  of  urma, 
wero  at  once  thrown  ou  the  world :  und  experiuuce  seemed  to 
warrant  tho  belief  that  thin  chungo  would  produce  much  misery 
and  crime,  that  the  dixchargetl  vetcnius  would  bu  ttO'L-a  bugging  in 
every  Btreet,  or  would  bo  drivim  by  hunger  to  pillage.  But  no 
such  result  followed.  In  u  few  months  there  remained  not  a  tracti 
indicating  that  the  most  formidable  army  in  the  world  hud  just 
beon  absorbed  into  the  ma&s  of  the  community.     The  Royalists 

M  2 


]ft4 


TAOKAN 


VAOBAXCT. 


thomselves  confesgod  that,  in  every  department  of  lionest  indnfltry, 
the  discardud  wurriora  prospered  beyoud  other  meQ,  (hat  none 
waa  charged  with  auy  theft  or  robbery,  that  none  was  heard  to 
ask  an  alms,  uiid  that  if  a  looker,  a  ina£oa,  or  a  waggoner  attracted 
notice  by  his  diligence  and  sobriety,  ho  wut>  in  all  probability  one 
of  Oliver's  old  poldiers." 

We  now  come  to  an  Act  entitled  "An  Aet    for  the  bettor 
Reliefe  of  the  Poorc  of  this  Kingdom  "  (14  Cur.  U.,  c.  12,  1062).^ 
which  recites  that  "  the  necessity  number  and  continual  iacrc 
of  the  Poore  not  onely  within  the  Cities  of  London  and  West-1 
min&t«r  with  the  Liberties  of  eitch  of  them  but  altioe  through  th( 
whole  Kingdotncof  England  and  Dominion  of  Wales,  is  very 
and  exceeding  burthensoine  being  occasioned  by  reason  of  sor 
dofecta  in  the  Law  concerning  the  setling  of  the  Poor  and  for^ 
want  of  a  due  Provision  of  the  regulations  of  rcleife  and  imploy- 
ment  in  such  Parishes  or  Places  where  they  are  legally  setled 
which  doth  enforce  many  to  turn  incorrigible  Koguf>s  and  otheri 
to  perish  for  want  togeaihcr  with  the  neglect  of  the  faithfoll 
execution  of  such  Lowes  &  Statutes  as  have  formerly  becnc  mi 
for  the  apprehending  of  Rogues  and  Vagabonds  and  for  the 
ofthePoor«;"and  that  "by  reasoiiof  some  defects  in  the  Law  pool 
people  are  not  restrained  from  going  from  one  Parish  to  another 
and  therefore  doe  endeavor  to  settle  themselves  in  those  Parishes 
where  there  is  the  best  Btocke  the  largest  Commons  or  wastes  to 
build  Cottages  and  the  most  woods  for  them  to  bum  and  destroy 
and  when  they  have  consumed  it  then  to  another  Pariah  and  att 
last  become  Rogues  and  A'^agabonds  to  the  great  discouragcni*.  of 
I'ariflhes  to  provide  ^tooks  where  it  is  lyablo  to  be  devoured  by 
Strangers."     It  then  enacts  that,  "  upon  complaint  made  by  the 
Churchwardens  or  Overseers  of  the  Poore  of  any  Pariah  to  any  Jus- 
tice of  Peac^  "  within  Forty  dayes  after  any  auch  Puraon  or  Per- 
sons Doming  BO  to  settle  as  aforesaid  in  any  Tenement  under  tb^H 
yoarely  value  of  Ten  Pounds,"  for  any  two  juHticcs  of  the  peaw^| 
"  by  thcire  warrant  lo  remove  and  convey  such  i>crson  or  persons 
to  such  I'arish  where  ho  or  they  were  lost  legally  setled  either  as 
a  native  Householder  Sojourner  Apprentice  or  Servant  for  the 
space  of  forty  duyes  at  the  leaAt  unlenKc  he  or  they  give  suflicient 
security  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  Parish  to  bee  allowed  by 
the  said  Justices."     Pt-rsons  who  think  themselves  aggrieved  by 
such  judgment  may  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
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wboe  are  required  to  doe  them  justice  uocordiiig  to  the  merits 
of  tfaeire  Cause."  Next  oomes  a  proviso  that  "  it  shall  bo  lawi'uU 
for  any  person  or  peraons  to  go  iuto  anr  County  Pariah  or  pUoe 
tu  worke  in  timo  of  Harvest  or  at  any  time  to  worko  at  any  other 
worke  bo  thot  he  or  they  carry  Trith  him  or  thora  a  Cortificato  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Parish  and  one  of  the  Churchwardens  imd  ono 
of  the  Overwers  for  the  Pooro  for  the  Baid  ycare  that  hco  or  they 
have  a  dwelling-house  or  placo  in  which  ho  or  they  inhabit  and 
hath  lf>fl  wife  and  children  or  some  of  thorn  there."  Such  work, 
howcTitr,  waa  not  to  procure  such  porsona  a  settlement,  hut  they 
might  be  romorod  baek  again.  "  And  if  such  pcnwn  or  persona 
shall  refuse  to  go  or  ahull  not  remain  in  such  Piirish  where  they 
ought  to  be  setled  as  aforesaid  but  ahall  return  of  his  own 
accord  to  the  Parish  from  whence  he  was  removed,"  suuh  person 
so  otTtindiug  may  be  sent  "  to  the  TIouRe  of  Correction  there  to  be 
pantghed  aa  a  Vagabond,  or  to  a  publique  Workehouee  in  this 
prrAcnt  Act  hereafter  mentioned  there  to  he  impLoyed  in  worke 
or  labour." 

The  president  and  governors  of  corporate  workhouses,  or  any 
person  authorised  or  appointed  by  tht>ni,  may  appn>hend  any 
rogues,  vagrants,  sturdy  beggurs,  or  idlo  or  disorderly  persons, 
and  uauae  them  to  be  sot  to  work  in  the  corporutious  or  work- 
booaea;  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  quarter  seMionii  may 
■ignlfy  to  the  Privy  Council  thenumes  of  such  rogues,  vugabunda, 
idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  sturdy  beggars  as  they  sliall  think 
Co  be  tran^orled  tu  tlie  Knglish  ]tIantatioiis ;  and  upon  tho 
approbation  of  the  Council,  any  two  or  mure  of  the  juatice«  may, 
during  the  next  three  years,  transport  them  "  to  any  of  the 
Knglish  Plantations  beyond  the  Seas,  there  to  he  disposed  in  the 
tuual  way  of  Servants  for  a  tcrme  not  exceeding  senven  yeares." 

It  further  declares  that  the  laws  and  statutes  for  apprehending 
rognoa  and  vagabonds  have  not  been  duly  exeouted  for  want  uf 
officert,  because  Lords  of  Manors  do  not  keep  court  lect^  every 
year  for  making  them ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  departure 
of  any  officer  it  empowers  two  jostioes  to  appoint  another.  It 
then  recites  that  the  -iO  Kliz.,  c.  4,  and  1  Jac.  I.,  c  7,  ore  not 
duly  exocutod,  and  it  empowers  any  justice  of  the  peace  to  whom 
any  rogue,  vagabond,  or  sturdy  beggar  is  brought  by  a  private 
purson,  to  gruut  him  a  warrant  to  the  constable,  hcadborough,  or 
tithingman  of  such  parish  where  such  ofiender  passed  througb 
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unapprehended,  requiring  him  to  pay  such  person  2s. ;  and  if 
the  constable,  headborough,  or  tithingman  refuses  or  neglects  to 
pay  this  sum.  the  justice  shall  proceed  against  him  fo  pay  such 
sum  OS  he  forfeits  under  the  1  Jac.  I.,  c.  7,  and  to  allow  out  of 
8uch  forfeiture  the  said  2s.,  "and  such  reaeonable  mcanes  and 
ftUowanc©  for  loase  of  time"  as  he  thinks  fit.  And  if  any  person' 
shall  apprehend  any  rogue,  &.C.,  "  att  tho  confines  of  any  Coun^ 
which  had  passed  through  any  Parish  of  another  County  unappre- 
hended,*' such  person  may  go  before  some  justice  of  tho  county* 
through  which  the  rogue  passed  unapprehended,  who  is  ro- 
quired,  upon  a  certificate  of  the  justice  of  the  county  where  the 
otfeiider  was  apprehended,  to  grant  his  order  requiring  the  con- 
stable, heudborough  or  tithiugiuan  to  pay  such  peraou  two  shil- 
lings ;  and  if  he  refuses  or  neglects  to  do  so,  the  justice  is  required 
to  proceod  agutnst  him  and  uuuse  hiin  U>  pay  to  the  person  lO*. 
or  "  soe  much  thereof  for  his  expeuces  and  loose  of  time"  as  the 
justice  shuU  think  fit." 

The  Act  then  goes  on  to  state  that  "Constables  Ileadboraagh^ 
or  Tithingmen  are  or  may  bee  at  great  charge  in  releiving  oon- 
Tc^ang  with  I'asses  and  in  carrying  Rogues  Vagiibondsond  Sturdy 
Beggars  to  Houses  of  Correction  or  tho  Workhouses  heroin  men- 
tioned and  us  ^-et  have  no  power  by  Law  to  make  rates  to  rcim- 
Tmrso  thcraselires."  It  then  authorises  them,  with  the  Church- 
wardent;,  overseers,  and  inhabttjints  of  the  parish,  to  make  a,  nt 
which  Iwing  confirmed  by  two  justices  may  bo  IcTied  by  distreaa. 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  justice-s,  "  in  any  of  the  Counties 
of  England  and  Wulc«  in  thcirc  Quarter  Sessions  assembled  or 
the  major  part  of  them  to  tmnsport  or  cause  to  be  transported 
such  Kogues  vagabonds  and  Sturdy  Beggars  as  shnll  be  duly  con*j 
Ttcted  and  adjudged  to  he  incorrigible  to  any  of  the  KnglisM 
PlantaGjns  beyond  the  Seas." 

The  King,  in  his  i^peech  to  both  ITouses  at  the  prorogatioQ^j 
alluded  to  this  Bill  in  the  following  tenns;  "  I  hope  the  laws  fl 
have  passed  this  day  will  produce  some  reformation  with  reference 
to  the  multitude  of  beggars  and  poor  people  which  infest  the 
kingdom.  Great  seTenly  must  be  used  to  those  who  love  idle- 
ness and  refuse  to  work,  and  great  care  and  charity  to  those  who 
■ro  willing  to  work.  I  do  very  heartily  recommend  tho  oxocutioa 
of  those  good  laws  to  your  utuiost  diligi.'nce." 

This  Act,  popularly  known  as  The  Sett/cuiCHl  Act,  marks  the 
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introduction  of  a  new  departure  in  our  Poor  Laws,  aa,  except  in 
o»es  of  persons  travelling  in  search  of  harvest  work,  it  prohibits 
the  poor  from  wanderiog,  by  ordering  them  to  be  sent  buck  to 
tb«ir  plnoe  of  settlemont.  Its  nuuu  intention  undoubtedly  is  to 
prevent  ihc  rurtil  population  from  frocly  resorting  to  the  towns 
in  search  of  work,  uud  therefore  in  that  sense  reintruducus  thu 
feudal  principle  of  villenagc.  Its  framcrs  principally  had  in  view 
the  inoreoaing  number  of  poor  who  rcsortod  to  Ihu  metrupolis,  and 
who  thus  swelled  the  ranks  of  thoec  who  mainly  pn>piigutL>d  the 
plagtw,  of  which  every  one  stood  so  much  in  dread ;  but  it  was 
futile  in  its  immediate  objects.  As  Edmunil  Wiil/er  tlie  poet 
remarks  regarding  it,  "The  relief  of  the  |>nor  ruins  the  nation. 
By  the  late  Act  they  are  hunted  like  foxes  out  of  parishes,  and 
whither  must  they  go  but  where  there  are  houses  [alluding  to 
London]  ?  We  shall  shortly  have  no  lands  to  Hvo  upon,  the 
charge  of  many  parishes  iii  the  country  is  so  great."  The  general 
effect  of  the  Act  was,  in  fact,  to  drive  the  pf>or  to  London.  There 
Waft  a  twofold  reason  for  this :  1  fit,  mendicity  was  then  ns  now  a 
profitable  trade ;  2nd,  the  landlords  of  small  tenements  where  the 
poor  lodged,  and  who  derivod  a  large  profit  from  their  lodgersi, 
would  be  roost  unlikely  to  report  them  t«  the  overseers  or  church- 
wardens within  the  forty  days  prc^ribcd  by  the  Act :  and  the 
authorities,  some  from  sympathetic  tcndemcsa  aud  some  to  save 
themselves  trouble,  would  fail  as  heretofore  to  put  the  law  iu  force. 

The  neit  Act  (15  Car.  IL,  c-  2,  1663)  is  n  corollary  of  the  pre- 
(wding  one,  being  apparently  directed  against  thuee  who,  in  the 
language  of  that  Act,  settle  in  parishes  "  where  there  are  the  most 
woods  for  them  to  burn  aud  destroy."  It  directs  that  any  person 
ooovicted  of  cutting  and  spoiling  woods,  under^woods,  poles  or 
young  trees,  or  bark  or  bast  of  trees,  gales,  stilus,  posts,  pules, 
rails  or  hcdgewood,  broom  or  furze,  shall  for  a  first  offence  pay  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  10s.,  for  a  second  be  sent  to  hard  labour  iu 
the  House  of  Corrcctiou  for  one  month,  and  fora  third  bcudjufiged 
an  iuoorrigiblo  rogue. 

or  the  condition  of  Metropolitan  beggars,  Cnplaiit  John  Graunt^ 
writiug  in  the  year  l(iiJ5,  gives  us  the  following  picture  : — 

"  My  first  Olwcrvation  is.  That  few  are  sim-rfd.  This  appears,  for 
that  of  the  220,250  which  have  died,  (of  all  diseases  and  casualties 
during  twenty  years  in  London),  we  find  not  above  fiftj'-one  to 
have  been  ninntd,  excepting  helpless  Iit/atitji  at  Nurse,  which  being 
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wuised  ralher  by  carelessDes*,  ignorance,  and  infirmity  of  the 
M.ilch-woiuen,  is  not  properly  an  effect,  or  «igii  of  want  of  food  in 
the  Coantry,  or  of  raeaos  to  get  it. 

"  The  Obwrvutiou  which  I  ahall  add  hereto,  is,  That  the  vast 
number  of  Jicijtjara,  ewonuing  up  and  down  this  City,  do  all  live, 
uiid  fieom  to  be  most  of  them  healthy,  and  strong." 

In  the  year  l(i70  Sir  MiUiheie  Hale,  in  a  pamphlet  entUlwl, 
"And  Enghmd'iii  Weal  and  prosperity  Proposed:  Or,  ReaaoDv/ur 
thetreriiHtj  Publick  Work  nouses  iu  erert/  County,  &c.,"  admirably 
Hums  up  the  coiiditiun  of  fhe  fxior  at  this  ])eriod,  and  the  reason 
of  the  fuilure  of  ihe  repa'ssive  laws  against  mendicity.  Ue  thus 
expreaaes  himself : — 

"  I  shall  fir&t  assert  some  particulnrs,  whit-h  I  think  are  agreed 
by  common  consent,  and  from  thence  take  ooca&ion  to  proocod  to 
vhat  is  more  doubtful. 

"  1.  That  our  poor  in  Englmui  have  always  been  in  &  mnsl  sad 
end  wretched  condition,  some  FnmiBhed  for  want  of  Bread,  others 
starved  with  Cold  and  Nakedness,  and  many  whole  Families  in  all 
the  out  parts  of  Cities  and  great  Towns,  commonly  remain  in  a 
languishing,  nasty  and  useless  Condition,  Uncomfortable  to  ihem- 
selves,  and  unprofitable  to  the  Kingdom,  this  is  confessed  and 
lamented  by  all  Men. 

"  2.  That  the  ChtUirn  of  our  Foor,  bred  up  in  Bf*igaiy  and 
jM3in€*f,  do  by  that  means  become  not  only  of  unhmttUtf  lio(fir*t 
and  more  then  ordinary  subject  to  many  loathsome  Diaeasefli^ 
whereof  very  many  die  in  their  tender  Age,  and  if  any  of  them  do  < 
arrive  to  years  and  strength,  they  are,  by  their  idle  habits  con- 
traded  in  their  Youth,  rendred  for  ever  after  indispos'd  to  Labour, 
and  serve  only  to  stock  the  Kingdom  with  Thierts  and  lieggnrs. 

"  3.  That  if  our  impotent  Foor  were  pravidod  for,  and  those  of 
both  Sexes,  and  all  Ages  that  con  do  Work  of  any  kind,  eraployedf 
it  would  redound  some  Hundreds  of  Thousands  of  Pounds  /mt 
aimuni  (o  the  Publick  advantage.  .  .   . 

"  Jfotr  fomes  if  fo  />(*( l/mt  in  Ijn^lnitd  «t  Ho  not,  nor  rccr  rffrf  eOM- 
Jvriabil/  Maintain  ftwl  Kmploii  our  Poor  f 

"  The  common  Answers  to  this  tiuostion  are  two : — 

"  1 .  Thnf  our  hfitfi  to  thU  purpoK  am  as  good  as  auy  in  the  World, 
M  KV/aif  in  the  rjrtXHtion. 

"  2.  That  /ormerly  r'«  th^  days  oj  our  Piom  Aneestora  the  work 
irtM  donr,  hut  hot  Chariftf  i»  rfccTflW,  and  that  m  the  reason  iw  sre 
the  Pcwr  w)  ne^ln-lrd  n^  thry  noir  OTV. 
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*'  In  Imth  which  Aaewera  (I  liumUv  conceive)  the  Bffeut  is 
nistakca  Tar  the  Cause:  for  tlio'  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  there 
hath  been,  and  is  a  grtiiit  fuilure  in  the  Execution  of  tho»e  utaintfH 
vhtcb  relate  to  ihc  Poor ;  yet  I  say,  the  Came  of  Otai  /ailarp,  hath 
It^n  oeeaAioiKtl  bt/  t/i'/fet  of  I  he  Lutra  f/trnmrfrea. 

"  For  otberwitw,  what  ts  the  reason  thut  in  our  late  times  of  the 
Oonfiudon  and  Alieration,  wherein  almost  every  Party  in  the  Nation, 
at,  oao  time  or  other,  took  ibeir  turn  at  the  Helm,  and  all  had 
that  Compaaa  (those  Laws}  to  Steer  by,  and  yet  none  of  thorn  could, 
or  ever  difl,  conduct  the  Poor  into  a  Harboar  oi'  security  to  thom, 
fttid  profit   to  the  Kingdom,  i.c,   none  suJfifit'Hfly  maiataiiwd  the 

"Ah  to  tho  Micond  Answer  to  tbo  aforesaid  Question,  wbercm 
*rttnf  of  C/ifiritf/  is  aMignod  for  another  cauac  why  the  Poor  are  now 
so  much  neglected,  I  think  it  i^  a  ictiHilaloun  titigroundeii  acruwiion 
of  our  Ct»tif»tporarin  ;  for  most  that  I  converge  with,  are  not  to 
much  troubled  to  part  with  their  Money,  us  how  to  place  it,  that 
it  may  do  good,  and  not  hurt  to  the  Kingdom  :  For,  //'  tfify  gm  to 
thr  Bnj^rn  iu  the  Strefin,  or  at  their  Doom,  they  fear  they  may  (to 
hurt  hy  encounigin(>  that  La^  nnprotitahle  kind  of  life  \  and  if 
tbry  yirr  more  f/ifiii  their  Proporiioa*  in  (hetr  reifiectirc  Parinhes,  that 
(they  say)  w  hut  tfiting  to  the  Rich,  for  the  Poor  are  not  sot  on  Work 
thereby,  Dor  have  the  more  given  them ;  but  only  their  Rieh  Neigh* 
boars  piy  the  Ivan.    Aud  for  what  was  given  in  Churvhes  to  the 
VUitod PoWtOmd  to  such  as  wore  ttnpoceriHHetl  ttytheFire;  we  have 
hfiuil  of  BO  many  and  groat  uhuKus  of  that  kind  of  Charity,  thut  most 
men  are  under  sad  Discourage meuts  in  Itclation  thereunto.  .  .  . 
"Ask  any  Charitable-minded  Man,  as  ho  goes  uluug  the  Struots 
London  viewing  the  Poor,  viz..  Boijet,  Gir/es,  Jtftn  and  Women  of 
Ag«a,  and  many  in  good  HtadLh,  etc.,  why  he  and  others  do  not 
take  care  for  the  setting  those  poor  creatures  to  Work  ?  Will  he  not 
irpodily  answer,  thut  he  wishcth  heartily  it  coutd  he  done,  though 
Pit  cost  him  some  part  of  bin  Entate,  but  he  is  but  one  Man,  and 
can  do  nothing  towarrls  it;  giving  them  Money,  as  hath  been 
id.  being  but  to  bring  Ibem  into  a  h'king  and  continuance  in 
It  way. 

"  QaostioD  2.  Wherein  /yes  the  de/eel  of  our  prewnt  Lom  retatiny 
to  the  Poor  't 

"  I  answer  that  there  may  bo  many,  but  I  shall  here  take  notice 
of  one  only,  which  I  think  to  be  Fundamental,  and  which  until 
altered,  the  Poor  in  E»yfnti<l  con  never  be  well  provided  for,  or 
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Kinploycfl  ;  and  tbttt  when  the  said  Fundamental  Error  ts  wcU 
amended,  it  h  lUmost  impossible  thoy  should  lack  either  Work  or 
Maintenance. 

"  Thfi  said  radical  Error  I  esteem  to  be  thf  Imring  it  to  ihe  Catf  of 
rterij  Pariah  to  mniutain  (heir  own  Poor  onii/ ;  upon  which  follows 
the  shifting  off,  sending  or  vhipping  bock  the  poor  Wanderers  to 
the  place  of  their  Birth  or  last  Abode ;  the  Practice  whereof  I  huTO 
Been  many  Years  in  London,  to  signifj  as  much  aa  ercr  it  will, 
which  in  just  nothing  of  Good  to  the  Kingdom  in  general,  or  the 
Poor  thereof,  though  it  be  Bomctirac*  by  accident  to  some  of  them 
a  PimiahmeiiC  without  effect ;  I  say  without  effect,  hecaufte  it 
reforms  not  the  Party,  nor  disposeth  the  minds  of  others  to 
Obedience,  which  are  the  true  ends  of  all  Punishment. 

"  As  for  inntance,  a  jMor  idU  PerAou,  that-  will  not  Work,  or  that 
no  Body  will  employ  in  the  Country,  comet*  up  to  London,  to  »et  up 
ihf  Tradf  nf  Ikgi/wg,  such  a  |icr*on  probably  may  Ifrffil  up  and 
down  the  Street*  seven  Years,  it  may  be  seven  and  twenty,  before  < 
uuybud.y  ai^keth  why  she  doth  so,  and  if  ut  length  aha  hath  th«< 
ill  bap  iu  some  Parish,  to  meet  with  a  more  vigilant  Beadlt  then 
one  of  twenty  of  them  are,  all  he  does  is  but  to  load  her  the 
length  of  five  or  six  Eout^es  into  another  PuriKh,  and  iheu  con- 
cludes, as  his  Mnslprif  the  Pnrithiotiers  do,  that  he  bath  done  the 
part  of  a  most  diligent  officer  :  But  supiwse  be  should  yet  go 
farther  to  the  end  of  his  Line,  which  is  the  eud  of  the  Law ;  and  the 
perfect  Execution  of  his  Office;  that  is,  Kiippo«e  he  should  carry 
this  poor  wretch  to  a  Juniiee  of  the  Peace,  and  ho  should  order  the  « 
DtliMiufni  to  he  Whipt  and  sent  from  Parixh  to  Parish,  to  the  p1ao8'^^| 
of  her  PirtJt  or  lust  uljode,  which  not  one  Jmtiee  of  twenty  (through 
Pity  or  other  Cause)  will  do;  even  this  is  n  great  charge  upon  the 
Country,  and  yet  the  business  of  the  nation  is  it  self  wholly  undone : 
For  no  sooner  doth  tho  Delinquent  arrive  at  the  place  aasign'd, 
but  for  Shurao  or  Idleness  she  presently  deserts  it,  and  wanders 
directly  back,  or  some  other  way,  hoping  for  better  Fortime, 
while  the  Ptiritfi  to  which  she  is  sent,  knowing  her  a  Laxy,  and 
perhaps  a  worw  qualiiicd  person,  is  as  willing  to  be  rid  of  her,  as 
she  is  to  bo  gone  from  thence. 

"  If  ii  be  here  retorted  upon  me,  that  by  my  own  confession, 
much  of  this  mischief  happens  by  the  non,  or  ill  Execution  of  tbe 
Laws,  1  nav.  Better  Kxii'ution  then  vou  have  seen,  you  must  not 
expect ;  find  (Hcrr  tmt  nevrr  n  gootl  Latr  niade  that  van  not  treN 
ejrrutrti ;  (U»-  finttt  of  thr  Ijnif  t^miu^  n  fttilutr  of  ejrvHtion  ;  it 
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being  natural  to  all  men  to  use  the  remedy  next  at  hand,  and  rort 
salistied  with  shifting  the  Evil  from  their  own  Doors  ;  which  in 
regard  they  can  so  easily  do,  by  thrcatning  or  thrusting  a  poor 
Boi/ij  out  of  the  verge  o(  their  own  Parixh,  it  \»  uRrt;aaouatile  and 
voin  to  hope  tWt  ever  it  will  be  otherwise." 

Partly  uo  doubl  to  prevent  tbe  spread  of  infection  and  partly 
to  restrain  the  disorderly  gangs  who  tDfe«ted  the  Oity  for  tho 
purpose  of  plunder  during  the  panic  caused  by  the  plague,  the 
L(;rd  Mayor  on  the  4th  of  July,  lOOo,  issued  the  following  order 
to  the  Aldermen  of  the  wards  :■ — ■ 

"That  a  ciirefull  Watch  and  Ward  be  constantly  kept  at  the 
Gates  and  landing  Plaees.  to  restrain  and  prevent  the  ingress  of 
all  Yagr&nt«,  Deggers,  Looh;  and  Dangerous  people,  from  the  out 
parts  into  this  City  and  Liberties  ;  and  to  bring  to  punishment  such 
as  shall  be  apprehended  doing  the  same,  uccording  to  Law." 

The  next  public  document  we  have  to  notice  is  an  order,  dated 
August  19,  ItiTO,  from  the  Court  lit  Whitehall  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
uid  others,  indicating  a  disturbed  condition  of  the  lower  orders 
resulting  in  iucendiariam. 

"  The  said  Ijord  Mayor  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  respectively 
are  required  to  Ciiuse  diligent  observation  to  be  t.-ikon  of  all 
Vagrant  and  Suspicious  persons  walking  at  Unseasonable  Hours, 
and  to  e:i.iniine  and  »e«roh  if  they  Carry  about  them  miy  Com- 
bustible matters:  and  in  case  such  person.i  are  not  able  to  give  a 
good  accompt  of  themselves,  they  are  forthwith  to  bo  conveyed 
fore  the  next  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  be  proceeded  against  and 
»Verely  ptmish'd,  according  to  the  Law  and  the  quality  of  the 
Offences." 

So  far  us  London  was  concerned,  the  dissolute  character  of  the 
^_  King  and  his  Court  caused  a  large  amount  of  dissatisfaclion  in  the 
^1  Oily,  and  owing  to  the  non-puymeut  of  their  saluneH  many  of 
^1  tlie  inferior  attendants  about  the  Court  were  in  a  condition  of 
^K     extreme  want. 

■^    A  stringent  Act  of  Parliament  (22  and  23  Car.  II.,  o.  7)  voa 

^^^Hio  passed  at  this  time  to  restrain  iucendiurism. 

^^^^  The  City  had  scarcely  been   rebuilt  after  the  fire  before  tho 

beggars  again  nwortcd  to  their  favourite  haunt,  and  nc<.-eBaitatcd 

the  following  proclamation  by  the  Lord   Mayor  on  the  7th  of 

Itovetnber,  Iti'l : — 

"  And  whereas  the  Street*  and  Common  I'assagcs,  iind  »l!  Places 
of  l^lblick  Meeting  and  Kpsort,  arc  exceedingly  pestered  and 
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Bimoycd  by  Vagrants  and  Beggars,  and  that  for  eupprerisin^;  and 
avoiding  of  that  greatest  living  Nusiince,  expecial  rpsolulion  is 
tukcn  to  pDt  in  execution  against  them  the  good  Lan-s  in  force  with 
all  StrictnC88  and  Severity  :  The  said  Constables,  tbereforo  aro 
charged  and  required  to  apprehend  all  Rogues,  Vagabonda,  and 
Sturdy  Beggars,  tlmt  shall  be  found  begging,  vagrant,  wandring, 
or  tnis-orderiug  thcnieelves  vrtthio  their  respectivo  parishes  and 
precincts ;  and  such  of  them  as  shall  appear  to  have  DnreUinga  or 
Abode  within  the  City  or  Liberties  to  carry  to  Bridewel,  there  to  bo 
received  and  dealt  wiUial  according  to  Law ; "  all  others  are  directed 
to  be  punished  und  pas«ed  away  to  their  places  of  settlement. 

Simulutiun  of  lunacy  bud  from  a  very  early  period  been  a 
fttvounte  form  of  impoeture,  owing  to  the  compassion  and  sym- 
palliy  which  wandering  lunatics  excited.  In  order  to  endeavour  lo 
put  down  this  practice,  the  governors  of  liethlehem  IZospital,  iu 
June,  1075,  inserted  tbc  following  announcement  in  So.  1,000  of 
the  London  Gazette  : — 

*'  Whereas  several  Vagrant  Persons  do  wander  about  the  City  of 
London,  and  Countries,  pretending  themselves  to  bo  Lunaticks 
under  Cure  in  the  Ilospital  of  Brthlan  commonly  ealtod  liedUun, 
with  linLia  Plate*)  about  their  Arms,  and  Inscriptions  theroon. 
These  aro  to  give  Notice,  That  there  is  no  such  Liberty  given  to 
any  patients  kept  in  the  said  llnspital  for  their  Care,  noither  is 
any  such  Plate  as  a  distinction  or  mark  put  upon  any  lanatick 
during  their  being  there,  or  when  dischargrd  thence.  And  that 
the  same  is  a  false  pretonce,  to  colour  thtir  Wandring  and  Beg- 
ging, and  to  deceive  the  People,  to  the  dishonour  of  ike  Govern- 
ment of  that  Ilospital." 

We  now  corae  to  the  reign  of  James  II,,  in  which  we  only  bavo 
to  notice  one  Act,  the  1  Jac.  II.,  c,  17,  passed  iu  ItiWd.  for  con- 
tinuing amongst  other  Acta  the  I^  and  14  Car.  II.,  c.  13.  It 
also  makes  an  addendum  to  Ibis  Act,  reviling  as  a  cause  "  that 
poore  persona  at  their  first  couieiug  to  a  parish  doe  commonly 
concealo  themselves,"  and  then  enacts  that  the  forty  days'  con- 
tinuance in  a  parish  intended  to  make  a  euttlement  is  to  be 
accountod  from  the  delivery  of  notice  in  writing  of  the  houeo  of 
his  or  her  abode,  and  the  number  of  his  or  her  family,  to  one  of  the 
ofaurchwardons  or  overseers  of  the  poor.  A  formidable  check  was 
thus  imposed  on  poor  persons  really  vvanilering  in  search  of  work ; 
on  the  vagrant  it  could  have  no  effect  unless  he  wanted  u  gratuitous 
ride  to  sonic  place  at  a  distance. 
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In  the  next  ruign  Uio  law  of  Bcttlcment  received  another 
amendment  by  the  3  Wil.  and  Mar.,  c.  11  (1601),  which  enacted 
lliat  the  forty  days'  continuance  in  a  parish  or  tovn  intcndf?d  to 
make  a  settlement,  "  shall  he  accounted  from  the  Puhlicatiou  of  a 
lioticti  in  AVriting,  which  he  or  she  shall  deliver  of  the  House  hit 
or  her  Abode  "  to  the  Churchwarden  or  Overseer  of  the  poor,  which 
aotioc  the  churchwarden  or  overseer  la  required  tu  read  or  cauM 
to  be  read  publicly  on  the  next  Lord's  day  in  the  church  or 
chapel  of  the  parish.  AU  the  parishioners  would  therefore  he 
made  aware  of  the  arrival  of  a  stranger,  and  be  able  if  they 
thought  fit,  to  take  steps  for  expelling  hixa. 

Ill   lti93  we  arc  niadu  aware  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country  by  an  Act  "for  encouraging  the  apprehending  of  high- 
waymen "  (4  Wil.  and  Mar.,  e.  8).    It  declares  the  highways  and 
roods  to  be  "  of  lute  tnorc  infested  with  Thicvoa  and  Kobbers  then 
furmcTly,  for  want  of  duo  and  sufficient  eDconragcmcnt  given  and 
means  Q&ed  for  thodii'covcry  and  apprehension  of  such  offondcra, 
whereby  so  many  Murders  and  RobberieB  have  been  committed, 
that  it  is  bee.ome  dangeroua  in  muny  parts  of  the  Nation  for 
TmreUerN  to  poaae  on  their  lawful!  occasions."     It  then  enacts 
that  a  gratuity  of  £40  shall  be  given  for  the  apprehession  and 
conviction  of  every  such  offender,  and  in  case  any  person  shall  be 
lulled  in  endeavouring  to  apprehend  a  robber,  his  executors  or 
administrators  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  reward ;  and  as  a  further 
inducement  to  apprehend,  prosecute,  or  convict  such  robber,  hia 
Horse,  Furniture,  arms,  money,  or  other  goods  of  the  said  Robber, 
taken  with  him,  are  given  to  the  person  who  apprehends  him ; 
'  bat  this  does  not  lake  away  the  right  of  any  pt-rsou  to  anything 
feloniously  taken  from  him   by  the  robber ;  and  It   is  further 
enacted,  that  any  robber  being  at  large  who  shall  diacxrver  and 
convict  two  other  rubbers  is  to  be  entitled  to  a  pardon  for  his 
former  oSencca. 

In  1G96-7  the  law  of  settlement  received  another  amendment  by 
the  8  and  9  Wil.  III.,  c  'M,  which  recitea :  "  Forasmuch  as  many 
poor  Persons  chargeable  to  the  Parish,  TowneshJpp,  or  Place  where 
Ihey  live  meerly  for  want  of  Work,  would  in  any  other  Place 
where  sufficient  imployment  is  to  be  had,  matntaine  themselves 
and  Families  without  being  burthensome  to  any  Parish, Townahipp, 
or  Place  ;  but  not  being  able  to  give  such  Swiurity  oa  will  or  moy 
bo  expected  and  required  upon  their  coming  to  settle  themM-lvoa 
in  any  olher  Place,  and  ibu  L'ertihcatcs  that  have  been  usually 
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given  til  Kiich  Oaseo  liaviag  liceii  oflenlitiies  constracd  into  a 
nuticu  in  IltiudwritiDg,  they  are  for  the  raoot  parte  conGned  to 
live  in  their  owne  Parishes,  Townghipps,  or  Places,  and  not  per- 
miltecl  to  inhabilt  cUcwhcre,  though  thfir  T.iihour  is  wanted  in 
many  other  places  vhero  the  Iiicreas<!  of  ^liinufuctures  would 
imploy  more  HundA."  It  then  cnants  that  any  poor  peraans, 
coming'  to  reside  in  any  pairinh,  shall  bring  with  them  and  deliver 
to  the  parish  otBcvr  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the 
fshurchwardens  and  overfioere  uf  the  pariah  to  which  thov  belong, 
owning  and  acknowledging  the  persons  therein  mentioned  to  Iw 
legally  settled  in  that  panah ;  and  such  certificate  having  been 
allowed  and  subscribed  by  two  jufiticeB  of  peace,  obliges  that 
parish  to  receive  and  provide  for  the  persons  mentioned  therein, 
whencTcr  they  shall  become  chargeable,  or  be  forced  to  ask  relief 
in  the  parish  to  which  they  had  come ;  and  then,  and  not  before, 
auch  persons  miiy  be  removed  to  the  parish  from  whence  such 
certificate  was  brought,  and  to  the  end  "that  the  money  raised 
onely  for  the  Relief  of  sach  as  arc  as  well  impotent  as  poor,  may 
not  be  misapplied  &  consamcd  by  the  idle,  stunly  and  dis- 
orderly Itcggars,"  every  person  receiving  relief  of  any  parish, 
their  wives,  children,  &o.,  are  ordered  to  wear  on  the  shoulder  of 
the  right  sleeve  of  the  uppermost  garment  a  badge  or  mark  with 
a  large  Roman  1',  and  the  first  letter  of  the  name  o{  the  parish 
vhoreof  such  poor  person  is  an  inhabitant,  *'  cutt  either  in  rod  or 
blew  cloth."  Those  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  weur  it  may  havs 
their  allowance  abridged,  suspended,  or  withdrawn,  or  they  may 
bo  oommittcd  to  Ibo  House  of  Correction,  thero  to  be  whipped  and 
ke])t  to  hard  labour  for  not  more  than  twenty-one  days. 

In  a  work  on  the  hiatorj'  of  Burton-on-Trent,  Mr.  Holynoux 
gives  an  extract  from  tbo  vestry  book,  furnishing  an  instance  of 
this  custom. 

*'  1702,  Sept.  6. — Whoroaa  several  persons  that  receive  alms  out 
of  the  poore's  levy  of  this  liberty  do  often  omitt  the  wearing  the 
pubhc  badge  of  this  town  or  observe  the  same  ;  It  is  therefore 
ordered  that  when  any  such  poor  peraon  or  persona  shall,  or 
their,  or  any  of  their  children  bee  seen  withont  such  badge  or  to 
obnerve  the  same,  that  o[»on  the  view  of  either  of  the  oTcraeors  or 
reliable  information  thereof  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  of  the 
neglect  of  wearing  or  observing  such  badge,  such  poore  person  or 
persona  shall  for  a  fortnight  then  after  lose  his  and  their  allow- 
ance out  of  the  poore's  Icvy^  and  the  like  penalty  shall  be  con- 
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tnued  so  often  uk  uuy  sucli  o0c-u<.'t>  »huU  be  uomittud  and  not  to  be 
yml  iu  pay  ujfaiii  till  Huch  btu]g;u  ho  woruu." 

VudnT  date  Juno  6,  170:),  it  !s  ordered  "Tbut  £lizabotb  Salis- 
bury, Mary  Biidworth.  HuDimh  Su(^tt.  uud  Ann  Hinckloy  bu 
taken  out  of  coustant  jMiy  for  Umtr  Hlubborn  refusal  to  wear  the 
bodge  publickly." 

The  way  in  whicli  (lie  Iwd^'ed  pnor  n'ere  bandiod  from  one  parish 
to  another  may  best  b«  giidicred  iVnm  the  following  exlniut  from 
tbe  mcmotra  of  tho  parish  of  Myddle  (co.  ^lop). 

'■  ScrviiM  eate. — Liti^r  )Iyddle  and  Wem,  nnii.  171)0  and  1701. 

"Mr.  Wne  .  .  .  pleaded  .  .  .  that  Nioholas  Hampton  bud 
linoe  then  procured  a  settlement  in  Wem,  by  recM^iving^  money  for 
bil  maintonance,  and  wearing  tbe  pnrisb  badge  in  Worn  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Fone-a  did  not  produce  the  parish  book,  nrhiuh  in  all 
likelibood  would  have  proved  against  bim,  but  pleaded  that 
reouTiDg  of  money  could  not  create  a  aettlcniont,  but  paying  of 
moDoy  might.  That  tho  money  was  given  of  charity,  and  hoped 
tbeir  chanty  should  not  bring  a  burthen  on  them  ;  and  tbe  wear- 
ing the  badge  was  only  to  Bare  the  officers  harmlcas  from  tho 
penalty  of  the  act.  Mr.  Wasc  juiid,  that  before  tho  Act  was 
mode  for  wearing  badges,  the  pariBbioners  of  Wem  pariah  bad 
caoaed  every  one  of  their  poor  to  wear  a  V.  made  of  tin.  And  that 
thoy  caused  this  Nicholas  llampton  to  wear  one  of  them,  which 
wai  then  shewed  in  court ;  and  ho  said  there  was  then  at  the 
giving  of  that  I*,  no  penalty  to  be  inflicted  on  officers  in  that  case. 
Mr.  Nc^vton  said,  ibat  what  money  was  given  by  one  or  two,  or  a 
few  persons,  might  bo  accounted  charity,  but  what  was  given  out 
of  the  parish  leawii,*  that  he  did  not  account  charity  ;  for  it  wan 
what  onght  by  law  to  bo  done,  and  be  did  not  imtist  ho  much  on 
the  wearing  of  the  badge  as  the  payment  of  the  money  out  of  the 
poor'a  leawD.*  Mr.  Weaver  said,  this  penum  was  liorn  in  Wem 
parish ;  ho  conie  into  ^lyddle  parish,  and  ibere  lived  one  year, 
and  then  relumed  tn  Wem  pariah,  and  fell  luine ;  if  this  peraon 
turned  vagrant,  bo  must  bo  nent  to  Wem,  unt  to  Myddle.  Then 
Mr.  Wose  desired  tbe  judgment  of  the  Bench  in  this  matter ;  and 
ifaey  all  agreed,  ueinine  contra  titcentr,  tbat  tbe  order  for  removing 
Nich.  Hampton  into  this  pariBh  should  be  reversed," 

This  ticketing  of  the  poor  is,  it  will  be  remembered,  merely  a 
revival  of  the  provisions  in  the  2  &  3  Phil.  &  Mar.,  c.  5,  and  the 

*  SuDitoiniefl  written  Uwn.     A  wonl  in   ii»p  in  SlmiMhirc  and  CheiiUtnj 
tistufyiog  a  tax,  or  lau,  or  lay  for  cliiirch  or  parish  <Iii««. 
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5  Eliz.  c.  ^,  nnd  doubtless  enabled  the  poor  in  many  eases 
bej;  of  private  persona  more  eSoctivcIj  oa  the  plea  of  tho  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  parish  allowances. 

In  the  year  1697,  through  the  exertions  of  Mr  John  Cary,  a 
philuutbropic  merchant,  the  parishes  forminjj  tho  eity  of  Bristol 
were  constituted  into  a  Union  and  established  a  workhouse,  whore 
the  poor  were  actlrely  ein|)Ioy(xl  iu  beating  hemp,  dresnng  «nd 
Hpinniug  flax,  and  iu  curding  and  spinniog  wool  and  cotton.  The 
wholesome  effects  of  thia  treatment  are  thus  detailed  in  a  pamphlet 
on  the  subject  publislied  by  Mr.  Cary  in  the  year  1700. 

"  We  soon  found,  that  the  great  chuih;  of  begging  did  proceed 
from  the  low  Wages  for  Labour.  .  .  . 

"  The  Success  hath  answered  our  Expectation ;  weare  freed  from 
Beggars,  our  old  People  are  comfortiibly  proWded  for;  our  Buys 
and  Girls  arc  educated  to  Sobriety,  and  brought  up  to  delight  in 
Labour;  our  young  Children  are  well  lookt  after,  and  not  spoiled 
by  the  neglect  of  ill  Nurses ;  and  tho  face  of  our  City  is  80  changed 
already,  that  we  have  great  reason  to  hope  these  young  Plants 
will  produce  a  vertuoua  and  laborious  Generation,  with  whom  Im- 
morality and  ProphanencsB  may  find  little  IncourEgomcnt ;  nor 
do  our  hopes  appear  to  bo  groundless,  for  among  l^ree  hun- 
dred perscois  now  under  our  Charge  within  Doors,  there  is  neither 
Cursing  nor  Swearing,  nor  propbane  Ijanguage  to  be  heard,  though 
many  of  them  were  bred  up  in  all  manner  of  Vicea,  which  neither 
//nrf^trt'// nor  Whippings  could  fright  them  frnm,  because,  return- 
ing to  their  bad  Company  for  want  of  Kmployment,  they  were 
mther  made  worse  then  bettered  by  those  Corrections;  whereas 
the  Change  we  have  wrought  on  them  is  by  fair  means.  Wc  have 
a  Dridrieel,  Stoch,  and  Whipping-Poit  always  in  their  sights,  but 
never  had  occasion  to  make  use  of  either." 

The  example  of  Bristol  was  followed  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  by  the  adoption  of  a  similar  system  uuder  Acts  of  Parlia- 
uicut  at  Worcester,  Exeter,  Hull,  Norwich,  and  Plymouth. 

Tu  the  year  1098-9  the  demoraliBiug  reeulto  of  sending  beggars 
faotue  by  furnishing  Ihom  with  pus:i)es,  whit-h  entitled  them  to  bo 
passed  from  parish  to  parii>b  without  further  question,  necessitated 
the  passing  of  the  11  Wil,  III.,  c.  18,  which  recites  that  "many 
parts  uf  tttis  Kingdom  are  extremely  oppressed  by  the  usual 
method  of  cenveying  vagabonds  or  beggers  frum  parish  to  parish 
in  a  dilatory  manner,  whereby  euch  vagalnrnds  or  heggcre  in 
h'ipca  iif  Relfifo  from  every  Poriiih  through  which  they  are  con- 
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ducted  are  incouraged  to  spend  their  lives  in  witndring'  from  oug 
part  of  this  Kingdom  to  anuther  and  to  delude  divers  cliaritutde 
and  well-dispo&cd  persons  very  frequently  forge  or  counterfeit 
testimoniuls  or  characters  vrhereby  the  charitable  tnten- 
tiona  of  such  persuns  are  often  abused."  It  then  provides  fur  the 
liuutiun  by  the  juetiucsof  ull  beurcrs  of  pafws  in  each  parltth 
in  which  thpy  apply  for  relief  or  conveyance ;  if  they  are  punish- 
able they  arc  to  be  sent  to  the  I  [ouso  of  Correction,  and  if  not  they 
■mat  once  to  be  sent  on  to  their  destination.  Constablea  neglect- 
ing their  duty  arc  Uoble  to  a  penalty  of  20s. 

An  interesting  view  of  the  relative  relations  of  the  independent 
dependent  cbsscs  in  this  reign  is  furnished  in  the  year  1691) 
ty  Charles  D'Avcnnnt^  from  data  collected  by  Gregory  Kingj 
l^ncostcr  Herald,  in  the  year  1688:— 

"The  nobility  and  gentry,  with  their  fsmilies  and 

retaiuers,  (he  per^us  in  offices,  merchants, 

persons  in  the  law,  the  clergy,  freeholders, 

farmers,  persons  iu   sciences  and  liberal 

art«,  shopkeepers  and  tradesmen,  bandi- 

cnAamen,  naval  ofHcers,  with  the  families 

and  dependents  upon  all  these  altogether, 

make  up  the  namber  of  . 
**  The  oommon  seamen,  common  soldiers,  lultour- 

log  people,  and  out-servauts,  cottagers,  pau- 
pers, and  their  families,  with  the  vagrants, 

BUtke  up  the  number  of     .         .         . 


2,675,520  heads. 


2,823,000  heads. 


5,500,520  heads. 


**So  tbathere  seems  a  majority  of  the  people,  whusc  eliief  depend- 
aiee  and  sabsistence  ta  from  the  other  part,  which  majority  is  much 
greater,  in  respect  of  the  number  of  families,  because  500,lt00 
bnilies  uiutribute  to  the  support  of  8<'/0,000  families.  .  .  .  Tho 
firnt  cla.«i  of  the  people,  from  land,  arta,  and  industry,  maintain 
tbemaelves,  and  add  every  year  something  to  the  nation's  general 
•tock;  and  besides  this,  out  of  their  superiluity,  oontributo  every 
year  so  much  to  the  maintunance  of  others.  ...  Of  the  second 
cloM,  sorac  p:.irtly  maintain  themselves  by  labour,  (us  the  beads  of 
the  cottage  families),  but  that  the  rest,  as  most  of  the  wives  and 
children  of  these,  sick  and  impotent  people,  idle  beggars  and 
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vagra«t«,  are  nourislied  at  the  cost  of  others;  and  are  a  yearly 
burtbeu  to  the  public,  consaming-  anaually  »  much  m  would 
be  olherwise  added  to  the  nation's  general  Block,"  Mr,  Klttg 
oompntes  the  number  o£  Tagranle,  a.<i  gypsies,  thieves,  beggars,  &o.» 
at  30,000,  earning  an  annual  income  of  X'iO  10s.  each. 

"The  upiniun  of  King  William  on  the  stale  oE  the  poor  ia  his 
reign  may  lie  gathered  from  his  speech  to  both  Houhcs  at  the 
opening  of  ParliamoDt  on  the  Itith  of  Novemlier,  109fj. 

"  The  Increase  of  the  Poor  is  become  a  Burthen  to  the  Kingdom, 
and  their  loose  and  idle  Life,  doce  in  some  measure  contribute  to 
that  depravation  of  Manners,  which  ia  complained  of  (I  fear  with 
too  much  reason).  Wliethor  tbe  ground  of  this  Kvil  he  from 
dcfccta  in  the  I^ws  already  made,  or  in  the  Execution  of  them, 
deserves  your  Consideration.  A«  it  is  »n  indispensable  I>Dty 
that  the  Poor,  who  are  not  able  to  help  theniselvro,  should  be 
maintained ;  ro  1  cannot  but  think  ii  extremely  dcsireable  thut  aach 
as  are  able  and  willing,  should  not  want  Employment ;  and  such 
as  are  obstinate  and  unwilling,  ahould  be  compelled  to  labour."* 

One  of  the  first  enactmentti  of  the  reign  o^  Anne  was  an  Act 
for  continuing  for  three  years  the  atat,  11  W,  III.,  c.  18.  Thia 
Act  (1  An.,  Stat.  2,  c.  13. 1702)  "  recites  that  Komo  Justice*  of  the 
Peace  give  greater  allowancoa  toConstables  for  conveying  Vagrants 
than  may  seem  necessary,  and  that  the  Owners  of  Horse*,  W.ngonti, 
Carts,  or  other  necG*«iry  Carriages  for  conveying  such  Vugranta 
are  often  extravagant  intbeir  rates  and  demands  "and  orders  "that 
the  Justices  in  Quarter  Sessions  shall  yearly  settle  tho  rates  for 
mainltiiuing  and  conveying  Vagrants." 

The  precocity  and  depravity  of  the  children  engaged  in  men- 
dicity at  this  period  appears  from  a  report  of  the  President  and 
Goveruoni  for  the  Poor  of  London  in  170'J  to  have  been  very 
groat.     It  Bays — 

"  That  people  may  not  bo  imposed  upon  by  beggars,  who  pretend^ 
to  be  lame,  dumb,  &c.,  which  really  are  not  to;  this  ia  to  gii 
notice,  that  the  president  and  governors  for  the  poor  of  IjOudnn^j 
pitying  the  case  of  one  Ilichiird  Alegil,  a  boy  of  eleven  yeura  ol 
age,  who  pretended  himBelf  lame  of  both  his  legs,  so  that  he  uaed^ 
to  go  shoving  hira.sclf  along  on  his  breeches  ;  they  ordered  him  to 
be  taken  into  their  workhouse,  intending  to  make  him  a  tailor^ 
upon  which  he  confessed  that  his  brother,  a  boy  bovcd  years  of 

*  Chandler. 
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ajee,  about  four  years  ago,  liy  the  advice  of  other  bog-^ra,  cou- 
tracted  his  le^a  and  turned,  thom  backwiirils,  so  that  ho  never 
used  them  frum  that  time  to  this,  hut  fotlowod  iho  trudo  of 
begginj^;  that  bo  usually  got  five  fthil]ing<i  n  day,  somctimnfi  teu 
shillings;  that  be  haih  been  all  over  the  M'oi^t  of  Kngknd,  where 
bis  brother  curriud  him  on  a  hnrsr,  and  pretended  that  he  wan 
bom  ao,  and  cut  auc  of  his  mother'n  womb.  lie  bath  also  given 
on  account  that  ho  knowa  of  other  beggars  that  pretend  to  he 
dumb  and  lame,  and  some  that  tie  their  arras  in  their  breeches, 
and  wesir  a  wooden  stump  in  their  sleeve.  The  snid  president  and 
govemora  have  caused  the  legs  of  the  said  Alegil  to  be  set  straight ; 
h«ha»  now  the  use  of  thera,  and  n-alks  upright.  They  have  ordered 
him  to  be  put  to  spiuaing,  and  his  brother  to  he  kept  to  hard  labour. 
fieverul  other  bfggur^  are  by  ihcir  order  taken  up  and  set  to 
work,  and  when  brought  into  the  Workhouse  had  from  ten  shil- 
ling* to  five  p^^mnds  in  their  pocket«." 

Tliis  condition  of  things  no  doubt  bad  a  good  deal  to  say  to  the 
pBWOg  of  the  Act  of  2  &  3  An.,  c.  0,  entitled  "An  Act  for  tho 
Lieraaae  of  Seamen  and  better  liucouragement  of  Xavigatiou  and 
Security  of  the  Coal  Tradf."  which  empowers  any  two  or  mora 
Juslioee  uf  the  Peace  in  their  several  uud  respective  cuuntiea, 
riilinga,  or  divisiuns,  all  Mayors,  Aldennen,  IlaiUiT:},  and  other 
chitrf  offieers  of  cities  and  towns  corporate,  nud  likewise  the  church- 
widens  and  overtieers  of  the  poor,  with  the  approbation  of  such 
jualirrs,  mayors,  and  other  chief  officers,  ''  to  bind  and  put  out 
ony  Iloy  or  Hoys  who  is,  are,  or  shall  he  of  the  Age  of  Ten  Yeara  or 
upwardti,  or  who  ia  or  ore  or  shall  be  chargeable,  or  whose  Parents 
Breorbhidl  become  chargeable  to  the  respective  Parish  or  Parishes 
wherein  they  inhabit,  or  who  shall  bogg  for  Alms,  1o  be  Apprentice 
and  Apprentices  to  theSea  service  to  any  of  Uer  Majesty's  subjects, 
being  mastcra  or  Owners  of  any  Sbipp  or  Vessell  used  in  Sea  Ser- 
vice helungiiig  U^  any  Port  or  Ports  within  the  Kingdom  of 
Koglaad,  Dominion  of  Wales,  and  Towno  of  lierwick-upon -Tweed, 
ttDtU  such  Iwy  attains  the  age  of  ooe-and-twcnty,  and  such  bind- 
ing khull  bo  ottectual."  The  Cburchvordcna  ore  at  the  same  time 
lu  pay  ati  apprentice  fee  of  50s. 

The  Act  also  recites  that  "diverse  dissolute  and  idle  Persons, 
Rogue«  Vagabouda  and  Sturdy  Beggars  notwithstanding  the  many 
good  and  wbolsotiie  laws  to  the  contrary,  do  continue  to  wander 
up  and  dowu,  pilfering  and  begging  through  bU  parttt  of  thii 
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Eingdomo  to  the  great  Diatarbancc  of  the  Peace  and  tranquility  of 
the  Roalrae;  for  the  more  effectually  supprcasing  such  disorderly 
PeraoDs,  and  to  tho  End  that  they  might  be  mado  Serviconble  and 
benetictull  to  their  countrr,"  it  then  enaets  "  That  all  lewd  and 
diaordcrly  Men  Hcrrants  and  every  such  Person  and  persons  both 
Men  und  Royn  that  arc  deemed  and  adjudged  Rogues  Vagabonds 
and  Sturdy  Beggars  (not  being  Felons)  by  the  39  EUk.,  c.  4, 
ahoU  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  be  taken  up  sent  and  con- 
ducted and  conveyed  unto  Her  Slajeatie'a  Service  At  Sea,  by  such 
Wiiiea,  Methods,  and  MeancA,  and  in  such  Manner  and  Forme  as  is 
directed  for  Vngrnnts  in  the  II  &  1*2  Wil.  Ill.,c.  18,  for  the  more 
effectiiall  Punishment  of  Vagrants  and  sending  them  whither  by 
Law  they  ought  to  be  sent." 

By  6  Anne,  c.  32  (1706).  the  U  &  13  Wil.  TTT,.  e.  18,  is  con- 
tinued  for  seve-n  years,  and  courts  of  quarter  session  arc  autho- 
rised to  raise  money  by  assessment  to  satisfy  constables  th« 
expenses  of  passing  vagraut^. 

We  now  oome  to  an  important  statute,  the  13  Anne,  c.  26* 
(1713),  which  consolidates  and  amends  the  existing  laws  regard- 
iDg  vagnuioy.  It  opens  by  stating  "  that  many  parts  of  the  kingdom 
are  oppressed  by  tbo  uctual  method  of  conveying  vagabonds  or 
b^^ars  from  county  to  county,  by  having  Buch  persons  convoyed 
as  vagrnuts  who  ought  not  so  to  bo.    It  then  givee  the  fnllowing 
defiuitioiiB  of  peroons  to  Ira  deemed  rogues  and  vagabondH,  and 
who,  if  found  wandering  and  begging,  are  to  be  punicibed  as  such. 
*'  All  jK-rsons  pretpuding  themselves  to  be  Patent  Gatherers  or 
Colli'utoni  fur  PriKOUH  Goals  or  Hospitals  and  wandring  abroad  for 
that  purpose;  all  Fencers  Bearwarda  Common  Playersoflnterludea 
Minstrels  Juglers  all  Persons  pretending  To  be  Gipsies  or  wandring 
in  the  Habit  or  Form  of  Connterfoit  Kgyptiana  or  pretending  to 
have  skill  in  Phyaiognomy  Palmestry  or  like  crafVy  Science  or  pre- 
tending  to  tell  Fortunes  or  like  phimtasticjil  ImajHnations  or  using 
any  subtile  Craft  or  unlawful  Games  or  Plays  all  Persons  able  in 
Body  who  rtm  away  and  leave  their  Wives  or  Children  to  the  parish 
and  not  having  vherc-with  otherwise  to  niaintain  themselves  use 
Loytring  and  refuse  to  work  for  the  usual  and  common  Wagoa 
and  all  other  idle  Persons  wandring  abroad  and  begging  (except 
Soldiers,  Mariners  or  Seafaring  Men  licensed  by  aome  Xestimo- 

*  This  IN  (.*hn{>tt>r  XXJIl.,  1:2  Aiino,Sut.  2,  in  the  oonBum  printed  editions, 
•ud  it  dlM  ill  Act*  »f  Ihr  nign  vf  limiyf  II.  u  li  Ann*. 
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il  or  "Writing  under  theTIiind  and  Seal  of  some  Jiistioe  of  Peace, 
etUng  down  the  Time  and  Pliico  of  1ii»  or  their  Landing  and  the 
place  to  which  ther  areto  jtass,  and  limiting  the  time  for  such 
leir  Passage  while  they  continue  in  the  Direct  Way  to  the  Flaue 
which  chey  are  to  pass  and  during  the  Time  ao  limited)/' 
Any  person  is  at  liherty  to  apprehend  any  rogue  or  vagabond 
Fnand  wandering  and  begging,  or  mieordering  him  or  hersBlf,  and 
Lflotitled  to  a  reward  of  2a.  for  so  doing.     Constables  or  anyone 
properly  ordered  to  apprehend  a  beggar  and  neglecting  to 
do  ao  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  lOs.     Justices  before  Quarter  ftjessiona, 
iCF  whenever  else  needful,  are  ordered  to  meet  and  make  order  for 
general  and  privy  search  in  one  night. 

Peraons  are  onlen^  to  b**  eeut  to  their  place  of  settlement  or 
}irih,  and  if  that  could  not  be  known,  then  to  the  place  where 
ley  were   last  found  begging   or  misordcriug  themselves  and 

unapprehended. 
Any  person  fuuud  wandering  and  begging  after  haying  obtained 
alegal  settlenieut.  is  ocdered  tu  be  t}trip|;ud  uukcd  from  the  middle 
3d  openly  whipped,  until  his  or  her  body  be  bloody  and  then  to  bo 
il  to  the  House  of  Correction  to  be  kept  to  bard  labour,  acconling 
Lto  the  nature  and  meritof  hisor  her  offence  and  then  be  passed  homo. 
Any  rogue  or  vagabond  apprehended  on  a  privy  search  and 
3om  the  Justices  npon  examination  deem  to  bo  dangerous  to 
bQ  People  where  taken  and  unlikely  to  be  reformed,  may  he 
oommitted  to  bard  labour  at  the  House  of  Correction  or  Gaol 
imlil  the  nest  Quarter  Sessions,  and  if  he  is  then  adjudged 
dangerous  and  incorrigible,  the  Justices  may  cause  him  to  be  pub- 
licly whipped  Three  Market  Days  successively  at  »omc  Market 
Town  near,  and  afterwards  keep  him  to  hard  labour  for  such  time 
they  think  fit.  Any  Hoguo  so  committed  escaping  from 
pruon  under  such  circumstances  is  to  suffer  as  a  felon.  Kogue« 
who  refase  to  be  examined  on  oath  or  who  swear  falsely  are  to 
be  deemed  ineorrigible  rogues. 

Tftgnnts  sent  home  by  pass  are  ordered  to  he  stripped  naked 
tbe  middle  and  openly  whipped,  or  else  sent  to  hard  labour 
>r  two  or  three  daye  in  each  county  through  which  they  pass  on 
xnr  way.    Exception  is  mode  in  fuvour  of  women  great  with. 
Id,  soldiers    wanting    subsistence    having     lawful    certificates 
their  officers  or  Secretary  of  Wur,  or  auch  Peisous  as  the 
r»tioeB  jiidg«  not  able  to  undergo  euch  FuniBhmeut,  and  no 
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Constable  ia  obliged  to  rcceiTo  such   persons  uolosa  tliey   have 
been  puuieU«L 

"  rei'BuiiB  mni  to  their  placo  of  eottlcmeut  and  rofu^iDg-  to 
work,  may  he  punialicd  with  hnril  liibour,  und  if  found  wandering 
ii<;»iu  the  parishes  peruiittiii)?  tbeia  to  esciipe,  luiiy  he  mulctod  in 
the  conis  of  ttiitir  uppreheiixiuii,  punishment  and  conveyance 

"  Vagrants  without  b  legal  place  of  fiettleiiicnt  inuy  bo  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  nod  power  of  the  pemon  apprehending  them, 
or  to  any  other  person  or  body  willing  to  receive  them  as 
apprentices,  or  BervaiitA,  fur  u  term  of  wveii  years  to  he  employed 
in  Great  Itrilain,  or  in  any  of  Her  Majesty's  Plaututioni;,  or  in 
any  British  Factory  beyond  ihe  Seas.  Such  persons  are  bound 
uiulcr  a  penalty  of  £411  to  supply  the  vagrant  with  proper  noce*- 
sarics  and  t'O  oet  him  at  liberty  at  the  end  of  7  years. 

"Ixjose,  idle,  and  disorderly  Poraons,  blind,  lame,  or  pretend- 
ing to  be  80,  witli  distorted  limbs,  or  pretending  some  bodily 
luHrmity  placing  theniselvea  to  beg  in  Streets,  Highways,  or 
Passages,  are  on  complaint  of  two  or  morelnhabitunis  to  be  removed, 
and  refusing  to  bo  remnve<l,  or  offending  again  uAer  removal,  are 
ordered  to  ho  etrtppod  naked  from  the  shoulders  to  the  waist  and 
whip[)«d  liU  bloody.  Any  Countable  neglecting  this  duty  is 
liable  to  a  penully  of  10s. 

"MuaVors  of  ehipft  bringing  Natives  of  Ireland,  tbd  Isle  of 
Man,  the  Channel  Iitlauds,  the  Foreign  Plantations,  likely  to  live 
by  bogging  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £6  for  each  penwn,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cost  of  their  apprehension  and  conveyance.  Any 
Oiiastablo  finding  such  persons  wandering  or  begging,  is  to  cause 
them  to  be  openly  whipped  and  reconveyed  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  came. 

"  Musters  are  bound  to  accept  the  rates  settled  by  the  Justices 
for  the  Conveyance  of  vagrants  by  sen. 

"The  stalutos  an  Elir..,  c.  4,  1  Juc.  I,  c.  7,  and  so  much  of 
7  Jao.  I.,  L>.  4,  as  relate  to  privy  seurches  are  repealed. 

"The  privileges  of  John  Dutton  are  declared  exempt." 

This  Acl  makes  do  mention  uf  pedlars,  petty  chapmen,  tinkers, 
and  persons  pretending  to  be  soldiers  or  sailors  who  were  inclodod 
in  the  category  of  rogues  and  vagabonds  In  former  Acta.  Its 
aim  is  evidently  to  repress  mendicity  by  increasing  the  aoverity 
of  the  penalties  against  it — a  policy  which,  aa  we  have  seen,  bad 
proved  futile  in  previous  reigna 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

1713_1700. 

Anje«MOD  of  Gc-otjte  I. — Iii'iuir%-  I>r  Uic  Uutiw  of  Cimuioni  into  thfi  tX' 
t<^uditut«  oti  Uic  pxur  iti  fjiiudoti  in  1715— Metropolitan  mt^ndicity  in 
1710 — LvKifiUilioii  H^;iiti*L  itilvn  uudtr  twuiily-uiic  uvl  ])cr»oi»  deMrting 
ihcir  wit'*"*  i>r  btinilir* — Kml  (;ii'.)i<u>-ni  IrvAlci]  an  vaj^hoiiiJB— Mr.  Josboa 
Q«c  iin  tli«  iniiploytui'iil  "f  tlii^  [x«>r — ^''niijition  of  norkhouMtH — Suie  of 
tncDiHutr  aiiil  criuif,  1711)  to  I'lU — Kmu tiiidilx  njjaitml  iiljiypf, ami  tbelr 
origin— 6lwi;iiJ  Icj^inlftticiin^iiii-d  1* 'satr  in  llie  rityof  mlh— Couiiuittoe 
o(  1735  uu  tliL-  I'lor — i.--viiiUliiiii  111  173!t-4<),  174^4,  and  I7&1-2  a>nuii«t 
TigmlwiKk  — Espulaion  at  nurauu  frKitii  lawti»~MeQdic)ty  to  Lontfon  in 
1703. 

At  the  commcncoment  of  tbe  reign  of  Georgo  I.  a  commibl-ee  of 
the  House  of  ConuDons  was  uppoiulctl  to  ioBpevt  tbc  Poor's  Kat«a 
aiid  Scavcnjrer's  Rates  in  the  metropolis,  it  being  alli^gwl  that 

Iihcy  were  misspent.  Bj*  tliiB  means  sotno  very  curious  cridonte 
relating  to  vagubonds  and  beggars  vos  brought  to  light,  as  will 
be  aoen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  jounmU  of  the  House : — 


"  Jm-in.  fi»  ilii  MarIJi 
Alilin  2*  (.Jwryii  fUtO^  ITI5. 


"  Jfr.  Mofeaicorth  according  to  Order  reported  from  the  Com- 
liitvu  ajipoiiitixl  to  itiKiicut  the  I'Dor's  iLatc^,  uud  Scaveager'B  KutcH, 
riliiin  tliu  ciiiuK  uf  London  and  \Vc8tmin&ter,  and  weekly  Billa 
gf  MorldJity.  .  .  .  The  Oomniittve  tinding'  it  a  work  of  insupcr- 
•ble  difficulty  to  |H.'rusti  all  the  Hooks  and  AccountH  of  the  rarioua 
puiabes,  report  thai  thor  have  sclcclod  tho  Puriflh  of  St.  ilartin'a- 
io' the- Fields,  because  it  baa  been  represented  to  them  aa  the 
most  free  from  Fr»uds  uiid  Abuses,  and  uvurrcd  to  be  under  the 
bert  rogulatiun  of  any  Puritih  in  I.omion.  Tho  Ciinnnittee  observe 
in  the  course  of  tbo  report.  .  .  . 

"  17.  llie  pensioners,  or  BOltled  Poor,  are  given  in  nt  between 
ill,200  und  i;l,;iOO  per  niinum,  for  the  last  three  yeaiK ;  uud  Mul- 
titudes of  Names  are  entered  in  the  Books,  which  tho  Committ«e 
ooold  find  DO  method  uf  coniptroUing ;  moch  lc«s  that  other  vast 


184 


TAGRAXT8  AND  VAGRANCT. 


article  of  the  Casual  Poor,  amounting  to  between  j£l,800  and 
£1,000  pt'r  anmim  :  Notwithslaudiugall  which  real  or  pretended 
Distributions,  the  Begging  Poor  about  the  Streets,  in  this  Pariah, 
arc  observed  to  be  as  numeruus  an  ever.  .  .  . 

"  That  the  Increase  of  Strang  Itc-ggiLnt,  OrippleR,  Iiuty  idle  Men 
and  Womeii,  Vagabonds,  blind  People,  pretended  aud  real  Mad- 
folks  and  xuch  ltki\  is  altogetlier  owing  to  the  Negligence  of  those 
IhatBhotild  remydy  it,  and  of  the  Parish  officers  who  take  no  due 
Care  to  purge  their  Beversl  Parishes  of  miuh  aorl  of  Vugranta ;  but 
connive  ai  thciii,  on  pur[XK>e  that  such  appearing  objects  of  Charily 
may  give  a  fair  Prt'tcuce  to  these  yearly  exorbitant  Collections  of 
all  Kinda ;  this  Kind  of  Beggars  receive  little  or  no  settled  Parish 
Alms,  hut  live  upon  what  they  can  extort  by  their  Cries  and  Im- 
portunities in  the  Streets,  and  at  Coach-sides;  and  what  they 
thus  get,  they  are  generally  obliged  to  spend  at  some  Tipliug- 
hoTise  kept  by  the  Beadtes,  who  have  good  Salaries  allowed  them,  or 
their  Friends  and  Relations,  who  Bell  unwholesome  spirits,  which 
carry  off  Multitudes  of  them  every  year.  .  .  . 

"  Upon  the  whole  matter,  tho  Committee  cannot  induce  them- 
selves to  be  of  Opinion,  that  much  above  One-half  of  the  great 
sums  aforesaid,  which  are  collected  by,  and  paid  to.  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  yearly,  are  really  expended  on  that  pious  and 
charitable  work  of  relieving  the  poor  ;  but  that  in  consequence  of 
the  present  Methods  taken,  the  Poor  are  rather  increased  in  this 
great  City  of  late,  than  diminished;  and  thoae  of  them  which  are 
relieved,  are  not  done  eo  in  the  manner  they  ought  to  be ;  but  that 
many  very  miserably  perish  for  want." 

This  report  beare  testimony  to  a  state  of  things  which  many 
previous  Acts  of  I'axliamcut  have  declared  to  be  a  cause  of  vagrancy 
aud  mendicity  in  former  timos,  -viii.,  the  neglect  or  ooUuedve^ 
autiau  of  the  authorities  appointed  to  carry  out  the  Acts. 

The  tippling- houses  kept  by  the  beadles  strikingly  remind  ono 
of  the  ScoOvtia  exacted  by  officers  of  the  forest  who  kept  ale- 
houses in  feudal  times. 

The  poet  Qdfjy  writing  at  this  period,  gives  us  the  following 

picture  of  metropolitan  mendicity  in  Tricia  (1716) ; — 

"  Ile'ef  tlie  iniwrdiirat  Iii*  FBrtliinua  sjirtn?, 
He  ibinly  HjimKln  ihcm  throii);li  the  piiblick  Mjusre, 
Whi.-ri-,  uJl  lj>,«KiOf  tlie  Kail,  iiuii^'i]  Iteajaint  lie, 
Aud  trom  L-acli  iitlitr  catch  the  doleful  Oty; 
tVilb  lii,«v'ii.  fur  Twd-pviu-L'.  rli^-xply  wi|tvti  hi*  scon, 
\Af\»  ujiliii*  e\t\  mid  Imvtd  tu  hc^at  more. 


ID  BE00AB8  AND  BEOOINO. 
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■Where  Linmlii's  Inn'fl  wiile  epncp  ia  rail'i!  amiinil, 

Cro"  IU)l  Willi  Vl'iit'nujn  (rti-ji  ;  ihrrr  lift  i«  foiiiiit 
Tbe  Uitkin^  Thief,  wlio,  while  the  iJny-Iijtht  ^honfi, 
Mudr  th*t  wiilln  vccha  willi  hit*  Kf;pti'^  Tone  : 
Thai  r^tch,  which  lalf"  Otntp&i^TvWii  mov'l.  ihall  wouiiil 
Tliy  Mec<litii{  Head,  anil  full  iIili-  tu  the  Gniimcl !" 
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TVo  now  come  to  the  4  Geo.  X.,  o.  II,  b.  5,  which  emhodies  an 
extcQsioa  of  tbe  priuoiple  ooatuued  in  the  2  and  3  Anuc,  c.  G. 
It  recites  that — 

'*  Whereas  there  are  many  Idle  I'ersoQs,  who  arc  under  the  Ago 
of  One-uid-twenty  Years,  lurking  about  in  divers  parts  of  Ijondoii 
and  elMwhere,  who  want  Employment,  and  may  bo  tempted  to 
become  Tbievea,  if  not  provided  for :  and  whereas  tliey  may  be 
inclined  to  bo  transported,  and  to  enter  into  servicer  In  some  of 
bis  Majesty's  Colonies  and  plantations  in  America  :  but  nn  they 
hare  no  power  to  contract  for  themselves,  and  therefore  that  it  is 
not  sole  for  merchants  to  transport  tlicm  or  tatcc  them  into  such 
services;  it  then  enacts  that  whero  any  i>ertK>n  of  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  or  more,  and  under  the  uge  of  twenty-one,  ahull  be  willing 
to  be  transported,  and  to  enter  into  any  Service  in  any  of  his 
Mujestiufi  Colonics  or  Plantations  in  Amcriea:  It  shall  and 
way  be  lawful  for  any   Merchant,  or  other,  to   conlraot  with 

jy  such  person  for  any  such  service,  not  exceeding  the 
of  eight  years,  on  coming  hefore  the  Lord  Mayor  or 
K>me  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city  or  elsewhere  before 
two  justices."  -1 

The  uest  Act  we  have  to  notice  is — 

"The  5  Goo.  I.,  0.8(1717),  which  commences  by  reciting  '  that 
dtTMH  Pertsons  run  or  go  away  from  their  Places  of  Ahode  into  other 
Counties  or  Places,  and  sometimt.-s  out  of  tbe  Kingdom,  some  Men 
leaving  tlicir  Wives,  a  Child,  or  Children,  and  some  Mothers  run  or 
go  away,  leuviug  a  Child  or  Children,  upon  the  obarge  of  the  Parish 
or  PUce  where  such  Child  or  Children  was  or  were  IJorn,  or  last 
legally  Settled,  although  such  IVrMns  have  some  Estates,  which 

joold  Ease  tbe  Pariah  of  their  Charge,  in  whole,  or  in  part.'     It 

iGtu  enacts '  that  it  shall  be  Lawful  for  tbe  Churchwardens  or  Over- 

of  the  Poor  of  such  Parish  or  Place  where  such  Wife,  Child, 

Children  shall  bo  so  left,  by  warrant  of  two  Justices  to  '  Seize  so 

luch  of  the  Goods  and  Chattels,  and  receive  so  much  of  the 
Annnal  Rents  and  prufits  of  the  Lands  and  Tenomonts  of  auch  bus- 
Litand,  Father,  or  Mother/  aa  such  Justices  shall  order,  towards  the 
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Dischnrgo  of  the  Pariah  for  tho  bringing  up  and  Providing  for 
such  Wife,  Child,  or  ChiWron." 

It  thoH  appears  that  there  were  then  a  class  of  pcrtons  poaaeased 
of  moans,  who  finding  tUbt  the  law  made  provision  for  their  wives 
and  fumiliea  when  destitute,  det^nninvd  to  avail  tbemwlves  of 
this  gratuitous  privilege. 

In  the  year  I72G-7  an  Act  waa  paased  for  the  bettor  Regula- 
tion of  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  and  for  Preventing  Disputes 
among  the  Persona  concerned  therein  (I'-i  Geo.  I.,  c.  24), 

It  eiiuuts  a  penalty  of  £5  fur  each  oflence  upon  any  clothier 
or  maker  of  woollen  clothH,  druggets,  or  other  woollen  goods  who 
»hall  use  any  ends  of  yam,  wefts,  or  other  refuse  of  cloths, 
druggets',  or  other  woollen  goods,  or  goods  mixed  with  wtxil, 
flocka  and  pinions  only  excepted.  It  uho  recites  that  "  several 
Ahuses  have  been  committed  in  the  AVooLlen  Munufavturo  by 
Persona,  commonlycullcd  Knd- gatherers,  going  about  the  Kingdom 
coUccling,  buying  and  receiving  from  the  Labourers  imployed  in 
Euch  Slanufactiirc,  ends  of  Yum,  Wefts,  Thrum^  short  Yam,  and 
other  refuse  of  Cloth,  Drugget,  and  other  WooUenGoods,  and  Goods 
niixt  with  Wooll,  Plocks  and  I'inions  only  csceptod."  It  then 
onactflthnt  if  from  the  lat  of  June,  1727,  "unjauch  person  shall  be 
found  collecting,  buying,  receiving  or  any  waya  onrrj-Ing  or  eon- 
veving  such  mattcni  in  any  Bag  or  other  Convenience,"  it  shall 
ho  lawful  for  any  oonMablc  or  peace  officer  *'  to  aearch  and  examine 
such  Person,  hiK  Bug,  or  other  convenience,"  and  if  on  search  he 
ehidl  find  any  auch  roattera  he  shall  carry  Knch  person  before  a  Jua- 
tico  of  the  Peace,  and  upon  due  conviction  every  such  ofF(  ndcr  shall 
hv  liuble  to  he  punished  ns  a  dangerous  and  incorrigible  Rogue, 
Viigiant,  or  Person,  in  the  snme  manner  ns  is  directed  by  the 
12  Anne. 

The  purpose  of  this  enactment  was,  of  course,  the  protection  of 
(he  public  from  frauds  by  ihoir*  clolbiera  who  it  is  evident  must 
have  resembled  the  shoddy  manufacturers  of  our  own  day.  The 
clothiers  themselves  had  previously  received  protection  by  the 
7  Geo.  I,,  c.  7  {1~'20)  which  in  their  interests  prohibited  the 
wearing  or  use  of  printed  or  dyed  calico  under  a  penalty  of  £5 ; 
the  salu  of  it  except  for  exportation  was  also  prohibited  under 
Ihiu  Act  under  a  penalty  of  Xi?0. 

An  iutereHting  Mork  entitled  "The  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
Great  Britain  Considered,"  was  published  in  the  year  1729  by 
Sir.  Jushiiu  Geo,  a  uiercliaut  of  I.ondon.     Under  the  head  of 


BEGOAl 


)01K0. 


Wi 


'repositions  for  Belter  regulating  and  employing  the  Poor," 
he  given  ua  an  insight  into  some  of  the  causes  of  idleness  and 
mendicity  and  the  condition  of  mendicity,  and  makes  some  very 
inittmctive  remarks  on  the  remedies  which  had  been  fouiid  most 
cfEectiye  for  dealing  with  the  matter, 

*'  Persoveranoe  in  the  Uules  of  Industry  will  change  the  Tery 
inclinations  of  those  idle  Vngrant  Persons,  who  now  run  ubuut  the 
Kingdom,  and  spend  their  Time  and  what  Money  they  can  any 
Wny  come  at  upon  their  Debauches.  ,  .  . 

"  It  has  been  remarked  by  our  Clothiers  and  other  Manufacturers, 
lliat  when  Com  has  been  cheap  they  have  hud  great  Diificuity  to 
tiieir  Spinning  and  other  Work  done  ;  for  the  Poor  could  bay 
ProTisiou  enough  with  two  or  three  Days  W»g«*  to  aurve  them  » 
Week,  and  would  spend  the  rest  in  Idl&uese,  Driukiug,  &o.  But 
when  Com  has  been  dear,  they  have  been  forced  to  stick  all  the 
Week  at  it ;  and  the  Clothitrs  have  had  more  Work  done  with  all 
the  Kase  ttuit  could  be  devircd,  and  the  constuut  Apiflicution  to 
Busiuess  has  fixed  ihoir  miuds  eo  much  to  it,  that  they  huvo  not 
only  hud  Muui-y  enough  to  purchase  Food,  but  ul&o  to  provide 
tbenisclvcs  with  L'loalhs  tuid  other  NocuBSKriw,  whereby  to  live 
comfortably.  .  .  . 

"N'otwithslanding  we  have  bo  many  exccllcut  laiws,  great  Nnm- 
beni  of  sturdy  Beggars,  loose  and  vagrant  persons,  infest  the 
Kftlion,  but  no  phico  more  than  the  City  of  Loudon  and  parts 
ailjacont.  If  any  person  ia  born  with  any  Defect  or  Defonnity, 
or  meimcd  by  i*"iro  or  any  other  Casualty,  or  by  any  inveterato 
Uistenper  vhioh  renders  them  miserable  Objects,  their  Wayis  open 
to  London,  where  they  huvo  free  Liberty  of  shewing  iheir  nauseous 
sights  to  terrify  People,  and  force  them  to  give  Money  to  get  rid 
of  them ;  and  those  \'agmnt3  have  for  many  Years  past  removed 
out  of  scTcrul  Parts  of  the  three  Kingdoms,  and  taken  their 
Stations  in  this  Metropolis,  to  the  Interruption  of  Conversation  and 
Busincfts.  This  must  proceed  from  the  very  great  Neglect  of  the 
infohor  Officers  in  and  about  this  City,  who  ought  to  put  the  Laws 
in  Execution  ;  for  in  those  Places  where  Mugiotrates  take  Care  to 
keep  Constables  and  other  Officers  to  their  Duty,  they  have  little 
or  no  Trouble  of  this  Kind,  espcciolly  where  there  are  Work-houses. 
"  The  Magistrates  odifUtul  have  that  City  under  such  cxcoUeul 
Regnlatioa  that  Foreign  Beggars  dure  not  appear;  they  ore  not 
troubled  with  obnoiious  Sights,  bo  common  with  us  ;  their  Work- 
houses uc  terrible  enough  to  them;  for  as  soon  as  any  of  them  are 
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espied  in  tlie  Ciiy,  they  nre  lalien  up  and  wliipt:  auc!  wliercver 
AVfirkbouses  havo  beoti  built  {if  well  directed)  the  Parish  lUte8< 
hare  been  much  lessened ;  and  doubtless  when  the  Ma«1er  of 
the  Workhouse  and  others  under  him  come  to  be  experienced 
in  the  several  Employments  the  Poor  are  put  to,  and  perform  their 
Duty  with  Integrity,  there  will  be  little  Occasion  to  waste  the 
Parish  Koncy  upon  persons  that  are  able  to  work ;  &nd  even 
Children  would  »oon  »>mc  to  spin  or  do  something  for  a  Mainte- 
nance. The  Qnahrs  Work-house  in  the  City  of  London  is  an 
£xump1c  of  this  Kind ;  the  poor  Orphans  among  them,  as  well 
as  the  Children  of  such  Poor  as  are  not  able  to  subsist  them,  are 
put  to  thoir  Work-house,  where  they  are  taught  tx)  reud  and  write 
certain  Hours  of  the  Day.  and  at  other  Tiuic*  are  put  to  spin,  or 
other  Eniploymeuts;  and  it  is  found  by  Experieuco  that  the 
Children  who  can  change  their  Employments  from  their  Booka 
to  their  Spinning,  tS^c,  are  as  well  satisfied  therewith,  as  if  (hey 
had  so  muuh  Time  allowed  thum  for  play ;  and  the  Emulation 
who  shall  do  moet  and  best  seem,  to  be  as  much  regarded  by  tbcm, 
and  they  have  as  great  a  Desire  to  excel  one  another,  as  other 
Children  have  at  their  moat  pleasing  Diversions.  And  as  the 
Nation  has  found  grout  advantage  by  those  Workhouses  which  havo 
been  established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  is  a  great  Pity  that  so 
profitable  an  Institution  was  not  mode  gcueral  thro'  the  Nation, 
that  m  there  might  be  no  Pretence  for  any  Beggar  to  appear 
abroad.  Their  Example  is  very  pernicious ;  for  what  they  got  by 
begging  is  consumed  commonly  in  Alo-houscs,  Gin-shops,  Slc.,  and 
one  drunken  Beggar  is  an  Inducement  to  a  great  many  to  follow 
the  same  Trade. 

"There  is  no  place  so  immediately  stands  under  a  Xecesaity  of 
being  relieved  from  tliose  Vogronts  as  the  City  of  I^ondon,  and 
adjacent  Parts,  as  i«  before  hinted.  '  The  Difficulty  will  be  to  find 
out  a  Method  for  better  putting  the  laws  in  Execution.  I  mtifit 
confess  I  think  the  Error  is  in  depending  \ipon  Constables ;  they 
are  Men  of  Business,  and  have  Families  to  support ;  none  of  them 
take  the  office  upon  them  but  with  Regret ;  and  if  they  cozi  find 
Money,  rather  buy  off  than  serve  in  their  own  Persona;  if  they 
are  forced  to  serve,  when  the  Laws  against  Vagrants  should  ba 
pat  in  Execution,  the  Constable  is  about  his  own  Business;  and, 
if  poesiblo,  will  not  be  found. 

"  Ah  Lo  thoae  Creatures  that  go  about  the  Streetc  to  show  their 
ttuim'd  I.inibe,  nauaeoua  Soroe,  slump  naiide,orFoe1,  or  any  other 
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^fonnity,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  they  arc  byuo  Means  Objects 
tit  to  go  abroad  ;  and  considering  tho  Frights  und  pernicious  Im- 
preBUons  which  such  horrid  Sights  have  given  to  pregnant 
Women  (and  sometimes  even  to  the  disfigoring  of  Infants  in  the 
Womb),  should  move  nil  tender  Husbands  to  desire  the  Redress  of 
Ihie  Knonuity,  and  to  look  upon  this  as  e  Charity  Ht  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  first  Place,  by  erecting  an  Hospital  on  Purposo  fur 
receiving  and  strictly  confining  such  I'coplo  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Nation,  who  %vuudt>r  about  to  extort  Money  by  exposing  those 
dismal  Sights." 

The  pith  of  Jlr.  Gee's  observations,  it  will  bo  noticed,  is  a 
forcible  reiteration  of  tho  fact  that  the  increase  of  mendicity  is 
principally  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  constablos,  and  to  the  iuefficacy 
of  mere  punishment  as  a  restraint  upon  the  vagrant. 

The  good  effects  of  well-managed  wor)cbou.ses  at  this  period  la 
clearly  set  forth  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  an  "  Account  of  several 
Workhouses  for  Employing  and  Maintaining  the  Poor,"  published 
in  1725. 

"  Wherever  TTooses  have  been  hired  or  built,  for  gathering  the 
Poor  into  one  or  more  Families,  and  setting  them  to  Work,  under 
the  Inspection  of  honest  Managers,  the  reKp(x;tive  Parishes  bavo 
found  most,  if  not  all,  tho  Advantages  following ;  viz.,  200/.  per 
■nnum  of  the  Poor's  Rales,  under  frugal  ilanngement,  after  a 
House  and  neccssury  Accommoilutions  ure  ]>roviiIed,  shall  go  further 
in  keeping  comfortably  one  or  muru  large  Families  of  Poor,  than 
300  or  400/.  per  annum  distributed  to  the  like  number  of  Poor  when 
they  live  disjtcrs'd. 

"Soon  after  the  Jii^forafioHf  in  the  I'lth  and  Hth  years  of  the 
Reigu  of  King  Clmrifn  11.^  nn  Act  of  I'arliament  past,  ontituled, 
Au  Act /or  the  iM'ffrt-  Ittlif/  u/  the  Poor  of  thin  Kitujilom. 

"The  Calamities  of  the  Plague,  and  Burning  of  tlie  City  of 
London,  &c.,  del-iy'd  the  good  Etfocts  of  this  Act,  till  after  the 
poaoe  of  HffxificA;  when,  in  the  Year  1608,  ^-iprii  tho  4th,  in  order 
to  put  the  said  Act  in  Kxecution,  a  Corporation  was  form'd,  con- 
sisttng  of  tho  Lord  Mayor  for  the  Time  being  as  President,  the 
Aldtrtncn  for  the  Time  being,  together  wiih  fifty-two  Citizens, 
chosen  by  the  Common-Council,  to  be  Assistants,  elected  a  Deputy, 
President,  and  Treasurer,  as  the  said  Act  directs.  And  for  laying 
a  Fonndation  of  so  good  a  Wurk,  a  Supply  was  granted  in  Dcctmher 
following,  by  an  Act  of  the  Common-Council." 

In  Awj'"^t,  1699,  the  Corporation  tflok  a  house  in  Iiithop>tgatf. 
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Strtvf,  and  were  at  »rcat  charges  in  liuilding  and  fitting  the  Bsme 
up  for  a  Work-ITouse,  into  which  they  received  from  the  Church- 
wardens euch  children  (is  were  n  charge  to  tho  »eroral  Purishes, 
they  pftyi'ng  a  AVei-kly  allowanco  lowurds  their  Maiatenauo&. 

" In -A'orriHit r,  1700.  th<>y  begun  to  receive,  on  the  Kfepern  f^uff. 
Vagabonds  and  sturdy  Beggars ;  and  thus  they  procewled,  by 
degrees;  it  beiag  impractiottble  to  execute  all  Purta  of  the  Act  nt 
once.  .  .  . 

"  The  House  i«  divided  into  two  Part*,  onecall'd  the  Stennni'» 
Sitif,  and  the  other  the  JTtvper'ii  Sitle  :  In  the  iytttmrtfs  Side  poor 
Children  are  taken  in  from  Benefactors,  giving  50  or  70i.  as 
bofaromention'd 

"  In  the  other  Part,  called  (he  Ker]n-r'»  Sufe,  Vagabonds,  Beg- 
gars. Pilferers,  lewd,  idle,  and  disorderly  rcraons.oomraitl^d  by  any 
two  of  the  Governours  have  mirli  lU'lief  as  ia  proper  for  them  ;  and 
are  imploy'd  in  heating  Herap  for  Twine- Spinnerif,  Hemp  Drcssen. 
Iiinnen-Wcavcrs,  Shoemakers,  and  other  Trades;  as  also  in  picking 
C'alnim,  and  washiug  Linnen  for  the  Children  in  tbo  iStcvard'f 
Side.  .  .  . 

"By  thoAcrountoftbis  Work'IIouse,  publish 'd  atEa.itfr,  1725, 
it  oppears  that  there  have  been,  since  tho  Year  1701,  cd.acaled>  dis- 
discharg'd,  and  pluo'd  forth  appronticea 
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And  in  tho  same  time  there  have  boon  receiv'd  and  \ 
discharg'd  of  sturdy  Vagabonds,  Bcggare,  &<:.) 

The  workhouses  then  cstubliahod  in  the  various  counties  were 
as  follows:  in  Bedfordshire,  !•] ;  Berkshire,!;  Butikingham^hiro 
II;  Cambridgeshire,  5;  Devonshire,  a;  Essex,  20;  Gloueoater- 
Bbire,  2;  Hertfordshire,  1(3;  Ki'Ut,  7;  Lancashire,  1;  I^eiceater- 
dhire,  5  ;  LinTOlnshire,  I  ;  Middle^es,  14,  of  which  8  were  in  the 
City,  4  in  Westminster,  and  the  other  2  at  Eulield  and  Harrow; 
Korfolk.  1  ;  Northamptonshire,  Id ;  Oxfordshire,  3 ;  Somerset- 
ehire,  1 ;  Suffolk,  1  ;  Warwick,  1 ;  Wills,  I  ;  Worcester,  I ;  York, 
2.     Total,  U'G. 

Tho  famous  DanH  ih/ofi,  writing  under  the  pseudonym  of 
Atirfrvtc  JItii-eton,hovre^tiT,  gives  us  another  pictureof  someof  thesa 
workhoueos. 

"  These  Work-house*,  Iho'  in  Appearance  Benificial,  yd  haTo 
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in  some  nespects  aa  evil  Teadency,  for  tboy  mix  the  Good  and  the 
Bad ;  and  too  often  make  I^eprobatcs  o£  all  alike.  We  all,  alas, 
are  sulgect  to  Misfortune  I  Aud  if  an  honest  Gentleman  orTrader 
should  leave  a  Wife  or  Children  unprovided  for,  what  a  shocking 
Thing  it  is  to  think  they  must  bu  mix'd  with  Vagrants,  Be^j^rs, 
Thieves,  and  Night- Walkers!  to  receive  their  Insults,  to  hear 
their  Blasphemous  and  Obsoene  Discourse,  to  be  suffocated  with 
their  Naatineiw,  and  cat  up  with  their  Vermin.  And  if  anv 
Parishioners  interpose  in  their  Behalf,  they  are  suro  tu  be  shut  up 
and  worse  treated  for  the  Future."* 

Ifotwithstanding  the  efforts  made  to  repress  mendicity  at  this 
period  it  still  continued  to  flourish,  as  Ciricus,  writing  to  the 
Lom/ou  Journal  on  the  l^th  February,  1731,  spoaka  of  "tlie 
maltitnde  of  beggers,  and  the  many  TiUainies  and  robberies 
committed  in  thia  city,  the  threots  of  inccndiarioa,  and  those 
throaU  actually  executed ;  boys  of  7  or  8  years  old,  taken  in 
robbing  a  shop  ;  and  norac  of  13  or  14,  rohbing  In  the  streets.*' 
IJ?  further  !*ay^  "  A  few  yours  since  Lom/on  was  aa  remarkable 
for  the  solcty  of  its  inhabitants,  as  it  is  now  notorious  for  the 
danger  persons  are  exposed  to  who  walk  the  streets  aAer  ten  at 
night,"  and  imputes  the  cause  of  these  evils  to  the  uumhcr  of 
poor,  whom  ho  divides  into  two  classes — "  first,  those  who  are  ahso- 
hitely  incupublc  of  working  ;  secondly,  those  who  are  able,  hut 
not  willing.  The  first  Bort,"  he  urges,  "are  real  objects  of  charily, 
but  ought  not  to  be  suffer'd  to  wander  the  streets,  ospoaing  their 
distorted  limbs,  and  filtby  sores,  such  tights  being  frequently 
attended  with  the  worst  cunseqnencos  to  women  with  child." 

"The  eeoond  sort  of  poor,  who  are  able  to  work  hut  not  willing, 
ars  Tery  numcroos,  and  ti>  thmii,  in  a  great  measure,  are  owing 
tlwmany  villainies  daily  cuinniiLtcd  in  this  City." 

The  audacity  and  nnconcem  of  beggar  boys  at  this  period  is 
iUastmtcd  in  the  Ofnthmmi'n  ^fntfizifu'  for  \7-M  by  tho  remark 
of  a  boy  when  he  was  brought  to  trial  for  firing  the  bam  of  a 
fanner  who  had  refused  him  alms. 

"'Jack,'  said  he  to  uiie  of  his  companions,  upon  seeing  the 
Jury,  Judgff,  Shfirijf,  and  bin  Offlcert  enter  the  Court,  '  am  not  I  a 
freai  man,  Hirruh.  <o  maJte  such  a  Hustle  as-  thta  in  tke  IVarM,  and 

*  "  Parocliial  Tymntiy  :  or  tlie  Hon »«- keeper's  Coiti{>Iuiiil  sgaiiuit  the  iimup- 

Srirtalil*  RiATtmeiiU  and  nartJAl  AMcutnenU  or  ^Icct  Veelnes,"  bv  Amln-w 
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betfua  aUended?    When  jpi/I you  come  to  mch  Preferment^ you  little 
ineonsuierahle  Hracal,  you  ?  '  '* 

Captain  Alexander  Smith,  I'n  hiB  "Oompleat  Hifitory  of  the 
Lives  and  Hobbems  oi"  the  most  2^otonou8  High  Wurmen,  Foot- 
Pude,  &.C."  thus  speuks  of  the  ccaditiou  of  crime  in  tho  oountry 
ia  J719;— 

"  I  acknon^leclgc,  Time«  poet  were  as  bad  as  the  prosont ;  and 
four  or  live  thousand  Yearfi  of  Antiquity  cau  furnish  us  with  rauuy 
Kxamples  of  wickedness;  for  thc-ro  was  many  a  Man  that  had 
his  Foible,  and  could  commit  a  Sin  apropos  ;  but  yet  hath  Vioo 
thriv'd  more  in  Kngland  since  Queen  KUzabeth's  Days,  than  over 
it  did  in  this  Kingdom  in  all  the  Keigns  lx(rorc." 

This  state  of  things  is  plainly  the  cause,  for  the  enactment  of 
the  7  Geo.  II.,  c.  21   (1734),  which  is  entitled,   "An  Act  for  tho, 
more   efi'cctual  Puniahmcnt  of  Assaults  with  lutoot  to  commit  i 
Kobhcry."     It  recites  that  "  many  of  Ilis  Majesty's  Subjects  bars 
of  lato  frequently  been  put  in  groat  Fear  and  Danger  of  ihei'r 
Lives  by  wicked  and  i]l-dit^iK>&cd  Persons  assiiultiugund  attempt- 
ing to  rob  thorn,  and  that  the  punishment  of  such  offenders  is  Dot 
adequate  to  the  hcinousness  of  that  Crime,  nor  sufficient  to  deterj 
wicked  IVrsons  from  such  Attempts."  It  then  enacts  "  that  Persons* 
convicted  of  assaulting  others  with  offensive  "Weapons,  nnd  a  DcBign 
to  rob,  fihall  be  tmnsportcd  for  7  years,  and  such  Convicts  break- 
ing Gaol  or  unlnwfuUv  returning  from  Transportation  shall  suffesj 
Death." 

"We  now  come  to  two  epccial  enactments  ngninat  Players,  th« 
first  reetnuniog  them  from  performing  at  cither  of  the  Univer- 
sities, and  the  next  restraining  them  from  performing  in  any 
place  in  which  they  havo  not  a  leg»l  settlement,  and  not  even 
there  uuletui  they  have  a  license  froui  the  Lord  ChamberhuD, 

The  first  of  these,  tho  10  Goo.  IL,  c.  19  (1736-7),  is  styled.  *'  Aa 
Act  for  the  more  elTecluul  preventing  tho  unlawful  playing  of 
Interludes  within  the  precincts  of  the  Two  Uuiversities."  It 
recites,  "  that  doubts  hare  arisen  whether  the  Letters  patent 
granted  by  Henry  Vlll.  to  the  Cuivursity  of  Oxford,  and  by 
Klizabeth  to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  or  other  charters, 
Ubertiet,  or  biws,  suthciently  empowered  tho  Chancellors  of  either 
University,  or  their  deputies,  to  corrtxit,  rcMraiii,  or  suppreaft, 
common  players  of  Interludes,  settled,  residing,  or  inhabiting 
within  the  precinota  of  either  of  the  said  Uuiveraities,  and  not 
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wundering  abroad."  It  tliou  declares,  "  that  the  Creation  of  any 
I'Ltyhnuse  within  the  I'reciDctii  of  the  8;xid  Universities,  or  I'loccs 
adjucent.  may  be  attended  with  great  [Dconvonicnccs."  and  enacts 
"  That  all  Persons  whatsoever,  who  ahall  for  Gain  in  any  Play- 
hoaae,  Booth,  or  otherwise,  exhibit  any  Stage  Phiy,  Interlude, 
Shew,  Opera,  or  other  Theatrical  or  Dramatical  IVrfortnanco,  or 
net  any  Port,  or  assist  thorcia,  within  the  precincts  of  eiT,her  of 
iho  said  Universities,  or  within  Fife  Miles  uf  the  City  of  Oxford,  or 
Town  of  Cambridge,  shall  bo  deemed  Rogues  and  Vugubonds,  und 
it  ithall  be  lawful  for  the  Chancellor  of  cither  of  tho  auid  Universities 
or  his  Deputy  roepcctivoly,  to  commit  any  such  Person  to  any 
IIon«e  of  Correction  within  cither  of  the  Counties  of  Cambridge 
or  Oxford  re8p«ctively,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour  for  the 
«pace  of  One  ilonth,  or  to  the  common  Quo],  there  to  remain 
without  Bail  or  Mainprtae  for  the  like  Spuco  of  Que  Month,  any 
Licence  of  the  Chancellor,  H&sters,  and  Scholars  of  either  of  the 
aaid  TTniversitie*,  or  anything  in  this  Act  or  in  any  other  Statute, 
Law,  Custom,  Charter,  or  Privilege  to  the  contrary  aotwilh- 
ntjuiding." 

.No  amount  of  condonation  on   the   [Mirt  of  the  authorities 
Id  therefore  »uvu  the  uttlucky  player  from  thu  poualties  of 
thu  Act. 

••  The  sciiog  of  plays  was  a  form  of  amusement  whicli  hiid  long 
dividod  opinion  in  tlio  univeroities.  At  Porta  we  find  the  austere 
G«i«on  interdicting  their  performance  and  stigmatising  such 
nwruutions  as  '  ludi  stullorum;'  at  Cambridge,  however,  they 
were  at  this  time  a  practice  recognised  by  the  authorities  and 
enoouraged  by  statutory  enactments — penalties  even  being  somo- 
tinie*  imposed  on  those  who  refused  to  bear  their  part.  The 
UDtuement  and  interest  which  they  excited  was  in  no  way 
dimioisbed  by  ihe  fact  that  they  wore  irequently  the  medium 
tlumigh  which  ono  party  assorted  its  own  views  and  satirised 
ihoM  of  its  opponents."* 

"  In  the  sooond  year  of  King  James's  reign,  a  royal  letter  was 
issued  forbidding  '  unp!-ofitable  or  idle  games  and  plays,'  to  be 
carried  on  '  within  five  milce  compass  of  and  from  the  university 
and  town,'  t  '  especially  buU-baitiug,  beur-buiting,  common  plays, 
ptibliok  shew«,  inierludes,  comediM  and  tragedies  in  the  Englith 
tvnyutp  games  at  loggets,  uineholes,  and  all  other  aports  and 
*  UulUuger.  t  Of  Conibridije. 
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gamefl  vbcrcby  throngs,  concourse,  or  multitudes,  are  drawn 
togot.hor."' 

"  The  design  in  prohibiting  the  porformonco  of  Engltsb  playe 
will  bo  more  apparent,  if  wo  hero  note  the  ungnlar  llcciiso  for 
which  such  compositions  sctinotimcs  afforded  scope.  The  college 
play  was,  in  fact,  fur  from  being  an  entirely  innocent  recreation, 
and  was  sometimes  made  the  vehiclo  for  satire  and  gross  person- 
alities which  were  prodnctire  of  no  little  ill  feeling.  AgaitLsC  the 
townsmen,  impervious  to  such  satire  when  it  was  clothed  in  a 
Latin  dress,  the  English  play  easily  afforded  the  means  not  only 
of  ridiculing,  but  also  of  making  that  ridicule  felt ;  and  Fuller, 
in  his  Jlittory  of  tht  VniveriUy,  has  described  with  more  than 
his  usual  humour  a  notable  instance  of  the  kind  : — 

"  Tbe  young  scholars  conceiving  themselves  somewhat  wronged 
by  the  tounsuien  (the  particulars  whereof  I  know  not),  betook  them 
for  reveuge  to  their  wit«,  as  the  weapon  wherein  lay  their  best  ad- 
vantage. These  having  gotten  a  discovery  of  some  town  privacies, 
fi-om  Miles  Goldsborough  (one  of  their  own  corporation),  composed 
a  merry  (but  abusive)  comedy  (which  they  called  CM'Lavy  in 
English,  us  calculated  for  the  capacities  of  such  whom  they  in- 
tended spectators  thereof.  Clare-Hall  was  the  place  wherein  it 
woa  acted,  and  the  mayor  with  his  brethren  and  their  wives  were 
invited  to  behold  it,  or  rather  thcmaelvue  abused  therein.  A  con- 
venient phice  was  asnigned  to  the  tou'nafolk  (riveted  in  with 
scholars  on  all  sides)  where  they  might  see  and  be  seen.  Here 
they  did  behold  themselves  in  their  own  best  cluthea  (which  the 
achohirs  had  borrowed),  bo  lively  personated  their  habits,  gestureSf 
langnuge,  Ueger-jesta,  and  expressions,  that  it  was  hard  to  decide 
which  was  the  true  townaman,  whether  he  that  sat  by,  or  he  who 
acted  on  the  stage.  Sit  still  they  conid  not  for  chafing,  go  out 
they  could  not  for  crowding,  but  impatiently  patient  were  fain  to 
attend  till  dismissed  at  tho  end  of  the  comedy.  The  mayor  and 
his  brethren  soon  after  complain  of  this  libellous  play  to  the  lords 
of  tho  Privy  Council,  and  truly  aggravate  the  scholars'  offence — as 
if  the  mayor's  mace  could  not  be  played  with,  but  that  tho  sceptre 
itself  is  touched  therein ! "  + 

"Notwithstanding  the  stringent  enactment  against  theatrical 
entertainments  at  Cambridge,  a  company  of  players  from  the 
theatres  in  lioudon  performed  in  1748,  a  pantomime  called  Uarle- 

'  Cuopcr.  t  MuJllngcr. 
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qum'tt  FrotitA  or  Jack  Spaniard,  catujht  in  a  Tnip,  in  Husscjr'a 
Great  Thentncal  Booth,  the  tipper  end  of  Garlic  Rovi  in  Star* 
bridge  Fair."  • 

The  secoDd  of  these  statutes  is  the  10  Geo.  II.,  c  38, 
which  is  entitled  "An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  so  much  of 
the  I'3  Anne,  cap.  26,  as  relates  to  common  Players  of  Tnt«r- 
Itidca."  It  r«cit«t  that  doubts  have  arisen  concerning  so 
mnefa  of  the  said  Act  tu  relates  to  common  Players  of  Inter- 
Indea,  and  then  enacts  that  from  and  after  the  24th  of  June, 
1737,  "every  Person  who  shall,  for  Hire,  Oaiii»  or  Reward,  act, 
represent,  or  perform,  or  cause  to  be  noted,  repruseiiteJ,  or  per- 
formed, any  Interlude,  Tragedy,  Comedy,  Opera.  Play,  Farce,  or 
other  Entertainment  of  the  Stage,  or  any  Part  or  Parts  therein,  in 
cam  Bucb  person  shall  not  have  any  le;^al  Settlement  in  the  Place, 
where  tho  same  shall  t>e  acted,  represented,  or  peribrmcd,  without 
Authority,  hy  virtoo  of  Letters  Patent  from  bis  Majesty,  his  Heirs. 
Successors  or  Predecessors,  or  without  Licence  from  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  shall  be  doomed  to  bo  a  Rogue  and  a  Vagabond,  and 
shall  be  liable  and  subject  to  all  such  Penalties  and  punishmenta 
as  are  inflicted  on  or  appointed  for  the  Punishment  of  Koj^ues  and 
Vagabonds,  who  shall  be  found  wandering,  begging,  and  miaordor- 
ing  thenuelrcs. 

"And  if  any  Person  having,  or  not  having  a  legal  Settlement, 
aholl,  without  socb  Authorit}'  or  Licence,  act,  represent,  or  perform, 
or  cause  to  be  acted,  represented,  or  performed,  for  Hire,  Gain,  or 
Reward,  any  Interlude,  Tragfdy,  Comedy,  Opera,  Play,  Farce,  or 
other  Entertainment  of  tho  stage,  or  any  Part  or  Parts  therein, 
•very  such  Person  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  tho  Snm  of 
Fifty  ponads,  and  in  case  this  Sum  shtiU  bo  paid,  such  offender  shall 
ooC  for  the  same  offence  suffer  any  of  the  Pains  or  Penalties  in- 
flicted by  the  Act." 

No  new  plays  or  additions  to  old  ones  ore  to  be  acted  unless  a 
cop}'  is  sunt  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  persons  acting  against 
hia  prohibition  are  to  forfeit  5U/.  and  their  licence.  No  plays  are 
to  be  acted  in  any  iwirt  of  Great  Britain  except  the  city  of  Weat- 
minster,  or  places  of  His  Majesty's  residence. 

And  it  is  f  urthereniicted  that "  if  any  Interlude,  Tragedy,  Comedy, 
Opera,  Play,  Farce,  or  other  Entertainment  of  the  Stage,  or  any  act, 
•ooie,  or  part  thereof,  shall  be  acted,  represented,  or  performed, 

"  Wonl!»worth. 
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in  any  house  or  place  where  Wine,  Ale.  or  Beer,  or  other  Ltqiiorn, 
shall  be  i>old  or  retailed,  the  same  ehnll  be  deemed   lo  be  acted,, 
rcprfsciited.  and  perfnrmed  fnr  Gain,  Hire,  and  Reward." 

The  legitiiuMic  actor  and  the  public-house  "spoulor"  were  thus 
Ofjually  brought  within  the  mcBhes  of  the  law. 

The  temper  and  opirit  of  the  time*  regarding  playti  and  players 
may  be  gathered  from  a  debate  on  the  subject  in   the  House 
CotnmoDS  on  the  dth  of  March,  ]7'45. 

"  Alderman  Sir  John  Barnard  (one  of  the  Members  for  the  City 
of  London )  moved  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  rentrsining  the  number 
of  houHeH  for  playing  of  Interludea.  and  for  the  better  regulation 
Common  Players  of  Interludes.  In  Support  of  this  Motion  he  re-1 
presented  the  Mischief  done  to  the  City  of  I^ondon  by  the  Play- 
houHPS,  in  corrupting  the  Youth,  encouraging  Vice  and  Debauchery, 
and  being  prejudicial  to  Trade  and  Industry  :  and  how  much  then 
iCvila  would  he  increased  if  another  IMay-IIouse  should  be  built  in 
the  very  Heart  *  of  the  City.  Sir  John  HitmHrd  was  coconded  by 
Mr.  Swidya  (member  for  Worcester),  and  supported  by  Mr.  Ful- 
teney  (member  for  Middlesex),  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Sir  Joaepb 
Jekyll  (Moater  of  the  Rolls),  Sir  ThomaB  Saunderson,  and  severul 
other  Mcmbcre :  Mr.  James  Erskine  (member  for  Clackinanuan- 
shiro)  in  particular  reckoned  up  the  Number  of  Play-HouaM  then 
in  London,  viz.  the  Opera  House,  the  French  Play-Housc  in  tho 
]layraark«t,  and  the  Theatres  in  Covent  Garden,  Dniry  Lunc, 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  t  and  Goodman's  Fields  ;  X  and  added,  *  That 
it  wiis  no  losiiHurpriBing  than  shameful,  to  sen  so  great  a  Change 
for  the  worse  in  the  Temper  and  Inclinations  of  the  British  Nation, 
who  were  now  so  extraTagantly  addicted  to  lewd  and  idle  Diver- 
fions,  that  tho  Number  of  Play-Houses  in  London  wa^t  double  to 
that  of  Paris  ;  that  we  now  exceeded  in  Levity  even  tho  French 
themselves,  from  whom  we  learned  thevie  nnd  many  other  ridicu- 
lous customs,  as  much  unsuitable  to  the  Mein  and  Manners  of  an  ' 
Knglishman  or  a  Scot,  as  thry  wore  agreeable  to  the  Air  and  Levity 
of  a  Monsieur.  That  it  was  astonishing  to  all  Europe,  that  Italian 
Eunuchs  and  Singers  should  have  i*et  Salaries,  equal  to  those  of  the 
Lordu  of  the  Treasury  and  Judges  of  England.  After  this  it  wiis 
ordered.  »rm.  eon.,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  Sir  John 

*  I'htTf  VTM  At  tbifl  time  a  project  on  foot  for  erectini;  a  play •lionse  in  St. 
Mart"  nV-lc-(J  rand, 
f  T)iiH  tliratn'  stonil  nt  the  Ittrk  of  what  u  nov  the  Royal  CoUe>f;«  of  Surt^onit. 
}  Lvnum  Stiwt,  \Vlitt«.i;hupul 
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iutunl's  mutiuii,  nhicli  was  dune  uccorciingly.  But  it,  wa»  after- 
wards dropiKid,  uii  uccminl  of  u  clause  otFered  tn  be  in^wrtf-d  in 
the  tuid  Kill,  for  enlarging  the  prtwer  of  the  I/ord  Chmnberluiu 
with  Regurd  lo  the  Ijicensing  of  PIrv*-'  '* 

In  tbe  year  17-38-9,  under  an  "  Act  for  the  more  easy  aaaefwing, 

llocitng,  and  lerring  County  Kate-s  "  (12  Geo.  II.,  c.  2dj,  an 
addendum  is  mode  to  the  existing  Vngmnt  Acta  hy  authorising 
tht!  charges  for  raatnuining  uud  conveying  VHgruat«  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  general  county  rate. 

lu  ihe  name  yctir  we  have  a  further  development  of  ihe  pro- 
hibition ooDtnincd  in  the  14  Eliis.,  c.  d,  and  the  30  EUz.,  o.  4, 
tiguin)»t  poor  p<.>r)tou<s  who  resort  to  ihecity  of  Bath  to  obtain  charity 
iu  the  form  of  "  An  Act  for  esUiUishiug  uud  well  governing  on 
Hospital  or  Intirraar)-  in  the  City  of  Ifat/i"  (12  Gl-o.  II.,  o.  31). 

It  recites  "  that  thu  Medicinal  and  Mineral  Waters  of  the  ijiby 
uf  Both  have  been  fuuud  by  long  experience  to  give  great  relief 
to  Pcn»uns  labouring  under,  or  being  atHicted  with  divers  Diseases, 
lUneflMS.  or  Disorders  incident  to  Human  Bodies  ;  but.  it  very  often 
Ldppunit  that  poor  persons  so  aitticted  Live  at  a  great  Distunoc  from 
the  said  City,  and  cannot  bear  the  expense  of  going  thither  und 
attending  to  usa  the  atiid  waters,  by  reason  nhert^of  greut  nuinb<>rA 
of  such  poor  persons  have  been  prevented  from  using  and  trying 
sach  waters  to  their  benctit  and  relief  "...  It  then  giHJS  on  to 
state  that  i'l.OOO  ha%ing  been  ruifled,  a  ho!*pital  or  infii-mury  is  to 
bo  erecU^d  ..."  Every  person  received  into  the  honpital  is  to  de- 
putdt  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  a  sum  of  £>3  if  he  c(>me.<i  from 
any  port  of  England  or  Wales,  and  a  sum  of  £o  if  he  come:)  from 
Ireland,  in  order  to  cover  the  expense  of  conveying  him  back  to 
hitt  parish,  and  upon  bis  diechargit,  after  heing  conveyed  by  the 
fieadlefli.  Officers,  or  other  perw^ns  em  [cloyed  by  the  Hospital  at  least 
thirty  milo«,  if  any  person  so  di.scharged  shall,  after  being  con- 
veyed M  aforesaid,  be  found  loitering,  wandering,  or  begging 
within  tbo  said  City  of  Bath,  the  Constable,  •kc,  shall  seize  and 
apprehend  him,  and  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  mayor  may  commit 
hjtu  to  the  next  House  of  Correction  to  be  kept  to  Hard  Labour  for 
three  montfaa." 

Thu  Act  further  recites  that  "  several  loose,  idle,  and  diHordorly 
persons  daily  report  to  the  said  City,  und  ruiuaiu  wandering  und 
bvgging  about  thu  Streel«  und  other  I'laces  of  tlic  said  City,  und 
thu  Suburbs  thereof,  wilhiu  the  Purishes  uf  Wulcott  und  Widcembo 
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under  prwtence  of  tUoir  Ijelug  ix'^idvut  ut  the  Batli  for  the  benefit 
of  the  »ai<l  Minerul  or  Mwliciiial  Waters,  to  the  great  Disturhonccs 
of  His  Majeety's  SubjecU  rwsortmg  to  the  said  Cily ; "  a»  a  remedy  it 
then  enacts,  "  that  the  CuiislabWs,  Petty-CuiiutHbleg,  Tythiag-men, 
and  other  Peace  OQicits  of  the  City,  aiul  of  the  I'ariahes  of  Waloott 
aad  Widcombe,  aud  also  the  Beadlee  of  Che  Hospital  are  to  seize, 
take,  and  ]i[iprehend  all  such  Persons,  and  to  carry  thorn  before 
the  Mujor,  ur  some  Justice  of  the  Peaoi',  who,  upon  the  oath  of 
one  Hufiicient  witness,  or  upon  his  own  View,  or  the  Confossioa  of 
the  Pertion  found  vaodering  or  begging,  commit  such  Person  t^i 
the  House  of  Correction  for  any  Time  not  excooding  Twelve 
Kulendar  Months,  and  to  be  kept  to  Hard  Labour,  and  receive  Cor- 
rcction  as  a  loose,  idle,  and  disorderU*  Person." 

Tho  vestry  minute  book  of  Hrislington,  near  Bristol,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  records  the  following  order  in  this  year: — 

'•  That  no  Parish  Officer  I>oo  for  the  future  releive  any  Vagrant 
or  Vagrants,  or  other  travelling  person  or  persons  with  Paeaoa  or 
otherwise,  in  order  to  diaoourago  Strolers  and  oliier  loose,  idle,  and 
Disorderly  pereona  from  atroling  from  their  own  Parishos." 

On  the  27th  March,  1736,  a  Committee  of  the  Fouso  of 
Commons  was  appointed  to  consider  the  Laws  in  Being  relating 
to  the  Maintenance  and  Settlement  of  the  Poor,  and  to  consider 
what  further  Provisions  might  be  necessary  for  their  belter  Relief 
and  Employment ;  this  Committee,  "  having  ooiuider'd  and  ex- 
amin'd  this  a&ir  with  great  Care  and  Attention,"  came  to  aeveral 
Resolutions : — 

"  i.  That  the  Laws  in  being,  relating  to  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Poor  of  this  Kingdom,  arc  defective ;  and  notwithstuuding  they 
impose  heavy  Ilurthens  on  Parishesj  yet  the  I'oor,  in  most  of  them, 
are  ill  taken  Care  of. 

"2.  That  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Poor,  and 
concerning  Vagrants,  ore  very  difficult  to  bo  executed,  and  cliarge* 
able  in  their  Kxecution ;  vexatious  to  the  Poor,  and  of  little  Adran- 
tago  to  tho  Public,  and  ineffectual  to  promote  tho  good  Ends  for 
which  they  were  intended. 

"  3.  That  it  is  nooeaaary,  for  tho  better  Relief  and  Emploj-ment 
of  the  Poor,  that  a  public  Workhouse  or  Workhouses,  Hospital  or 
Hospitals,  House  or  Houses  of  Correction,  be  established  in  proper 
Places,  and  under  proper  Regulations,  in  each  County. 

*'  4.  That  in  such  Workhouse  or  Workhouses,  all  poor  Persons, 
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\tle  io  labour,  be  8et  tu  work,  who  shall  either  he  sent  thither,  or 
cutoe  voluQtarily  for  Employment. 

"5.  That  in  such  Huspitul  or  (lospilaU,  Fuundlinga  and  otlter 
poor  CliiUren,  not  having  Par(>n1«  uble  to  providv  for  them,  he 
taken  Garo  of ;  as  uUd  poor  Persons  that  are  impulent  or  inlimi. 

**  6.  That  in  such  House  or  Hoases  of  Correction,  all  idle  and 
disorderly  I'cnsuiis,  Vagrants,  and  Ruch  other  Criminala  as  shall 
be  thought  proiwr,  be  confined  to  Hard  Labour." 

Tbeae  res^^utiona  were  agreed  to,  and  as  a  consequeuce  a  new 
gooenJstatute  regarding  vagrancy  was  brought  forward  and  passed. 

Thia  Act,  the  13  Geo.  II.,  c.  21  (I7;i9-40},  rcc-itia  that  the 
number  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  beggars,  and  other  idle  and  dift- 
orderly  penMins  daily  increases.  It  makes  a  distinction  between 
idl«  and  disorderly  persons,  rogues  and  vagabonds,  and  incor- 
rigible rogues.  In  the  first  category  it  places  all  persons  vho 
thresteu  1o  run  away  and  leave  their  wives  or  children  to  the 
Parish,  all  persons  who  unlawfully  return  to  a  parish  from  whence 
they  have  been  legally  removed,  all  persons  who, not  having  whoro- 
with  to  maintain  thcmstflvca,  live  idle  without  employment  and 
reAiM  to  work  for  the  usual  and  common  wagea,  all  persons  going 
about  from  door  to  door,  or  placing  themselves  in  streets,  high- 
ways, or  pasMgev.  to  beg  or  gather  alms,  all  of  whom  muy  be 
oommitted  to  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  mouth. 
Any  porsou  may  apprehend  such  persons  going  about  begging, 
«nd  if  they  resist  or  escape  from  the  person  apprehending  them 
they  arc  to  bo  punished  as  rogues  and  vagabonds.  A  reward  of 
6t.  i»  to  bo  paid  for  each  porsou  apprehended. 

In  the  second  category  arc  placed  "all  {arsons  going  about  as 
patent-gatherers,  or  gatherers  of  alms,  undur  iaino  prctonoca  of  loss 
by  fire,  or  other  casualty,  or  going  about  as  collectors  for  prisons, 
gaols,  nr  hospitals,  all  ft-ncurtt  and  bixirwarde,  all  common  players 
of  interludes,  and  all  persons  who  ohall  for  hire,  gain,  or  reward, 
Mt,  repreaoDt.,  or  perform  any  interlude,  tragedy,  comedy,  operai 
play,  farce,  ur  other  enlertainmeut  of  the  stage  without  authority, 
by  virtue  of  letters  patent  from  his  Majesty's  prwleccsaors,  or 
from  his  Majesty,  or  without  license  from  the  f^ord  Chamberlain  ; 
all  minstrcils,  jugglers,  all  persons  pretending  to  he  gy{}sio8,  or 
wandering  in  the  habit  or  form  of  Egyptians,  or  pretending  to 
have  skill  in  physiognomy,  palmestry,  or  like  crafty  science,  or 
prctvodtDg  to  tell  furluues,  or  using  any  subtil  craft  to  deceive  or 
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impose  upon  any  of  hit!  Mujesty'a  subjects,  or  playing  or  licttinf^ 
at  any  unlawful  gnmea  or  pluya;  and  all  persons  who  run  away 
and  leave  tboir  wives  or  obildren,  wborcby  tbey  become  charge- 
tiliie  to  any  parisb  or  plaice  ;  und  all  petty  cbupmen  and  pedlars 
n-undcring  abroad,  not  being  duly  licensed,  or  othtTwinc  authorised 
by  law,  and  oil  persons  wandering  abroad,  and  lodging  in  bums 
and  other  outhouws,  not  ^ving  a  good  account  of  themselves,  and 
all  persons  wandering  abroad  und  b^ging,  pretending  to  be 
soldiers,  mariners,  seafaring  men,  or  protending  to  go  to  work  in 
biirvest,  and  all  other  prrsonn  wnndmng  abroad  and  begging." 
•Soldiers  wanting  siibsifttence  and  baring  lawful  certificates  from 
their  nfBccrs  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  mariners,  or  sea^Hng  men, 
licensed  by  some  tetitiniQntiil  under  the  hand  und  seal  of  some 
justice  of  the  peace,  setting  down  the  time  and  place  of  their 
landing  or  discharge  and  rhe  place  to  which  they  are  to  posa, 
and  limiting  the  time  of  their  passage,  and  pertone  goiog  abroad 
to  work  at  any  lawfiJ  work  in  the  time  of  harvest  or  at  any  other 
tme,  carrying  a  certificate  in  writing  from  the  Mioisler,  one  of 
the  Churchwardens  or  OTersetrs  of  the  place  where  tbey  live, 
declaring  they  have  a  dwelling  there,  are  exempted  from  the  Act. 

AH  end  gatherers,  rogues  or  vagaboDds  escaping  from  custody, 
prison  bniakers,  rogues,  and  vagabonds  coinmiHing  any  offence 
under  Xh'm  Act  uflera  first  conviction,  are  punishable  as  incorri- 
gible rogues. 

Any  person  may  apprehend  a  rogue  or  vagabond  under  thia 
Act,  and  a  reward  of  lOs.  is  to  bo  paid  for  each  apprehension. 

Any  officer  relusing  fco  use  bi^  beet  endeavours  to  take  sacli 
ofTundera  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  from  10s.  to  £5.  The  Justices 
are  to  command  a  general  privy  search  for  vagabonds  in  the  night 
four  times  a  year. 

Justices  are  ordered  to  pass  vagabonds  to  their  last  legal  place 
of  settlement. 

Vagabonds  may  be  kept  to  hard  labour  till  the  next  quarter 
sessions,  or  such  shorter  time  as  the  justices  think  fit,  and  then 
sent  awtiy  by  pass.  Incorrigible  rogues  may  be  sent  to  bard 
labour  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  be  corrected 
by  whipping  in  such  manner,  times,  and  places  as  the  justices 
■hall  tbink  tit.  Prison  breakers  of  tbo^c  classes  upon  conviction 
ore  to  be  sent  to  the  colonics,  and  if  tbey  return  before  their 
time  are  to  suffer  death.      Incorrigible   rogues  found   begging 


mhoT  being  passed  homo  may  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction 
for  three  months  and  publicly  whipped,  and  then  sent  home 
ftgatn.  Masters  of  ships  bringing  any  rogae,  vngabond,  or  beggar, 
or  nnv  person  likely  to  live  by  begging,  fntm  Irpland,  lh«  Isle  of 
Man,  the  Cbaiuiel  Itnlauds,  ur  tbt;  foreign  pluDt-utiuiix,  are  Hablc  to 
a  fine  of  £9  besideQ  the  charges  of  rccouveying  the  vagabonds. 
They  are  abw  obliged  to  take  the  rates  settled  by  justices  for 
returning  vagrants.  Penalties  of  from  10s.  to  1U.S.  are  imposod  on 
pervons  harboaring  vagabonds.  The  privileges  of  the  heirs  of  John 
I>atton  in  the  county  of  Chester  are  declared  exempt  from  tbe  Act. 

The  prohibition  agaiiist  minstrels  was  tiu  doubt  piimarily  in- 
tended to  protect  the  privileged  members  of  that  class  in  the  same 
way  as  the  privileged  plnyers.  At  a  court  of  mayoralty  held  oa 
the  28th  November,  IT-i'-},  wc  find  that  the  corporation  of  Nor- 
wich passed  the  following  resolution  on  the  subject: — 

"  That  for  the  future  no  person  or  persons  be  permitted,  or  do 
play  in  the  streets  upon  any  musical  instrument,  to  any  person  or 
persona  within  this  city  or  county  (unices  it  bo  the  company  of 
miisictons  belonging  to  the  city),  without  the  licence  of  the  mayor 
uf  the  said  city.  This  order  not  to  extend  to  any  person  or 
persons  that  shall  l>e  sent  for  to  any  private  or  public  houst^,  for 
the  diversion  of  any  person  or  perflons  of  such  private  family,  or 
at  any  such  public  house  :  so  as  such  person  or  persons  do  not  pre- 
sume to  play  at  any  irregular  hours." 

Ijke  most  of  its  predecessors,  the  Act  appears,  however,  to  have 
bod  little  effect  in  mitigating  the  evils  which  it  was  intended  to 
meet,  as  in  the  year  1741  we  6nd  ti  presentment  t«  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  was  made  by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex  "against 
ihe  unusual  swarms  of  sturdy  and  clamorous  beggars,  as  well  as 
the  many  frightful  objects  expo«ed  iu  tho  streets ; "  in  which  they 
»tat«,  "  that  notwithstanding  a  very  strong  presentment  to  the  same 
t'fioct  had  been  made  by  a  former  jury  iu  1728,  they  had  found 
the  evil  rather  increased  than  remedied.  This  they  ascribe  to 
negligence  in  the  proper  officers,  and  trust  that  a  proper  remedy 
will  be  appL'ed,  and  tbeniBelves  not  troubled  with  the  poor,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  are  every  day  more  and  more  loaded  with 
to  provide  for  them ;  and  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  may 

ire  the  paaoagv  of  tho  streets,  us  in  former  happy  times,  free  and 

idisturbed,  and  be  able  to  trnntiact  tho  little  business  to  which 
the  decay  of  trade  bos  reduced  them  without  molestation." 
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This  WU8  8w>n  after  followt'd  by  tbe  17  Geo.  H.,  c.  5  (1743-4), 
entitled  "Au  ActWamuud  und  muke  more  effectaal  the  Lawsrelst- 
iuj;  to  ItogueD,  Vagabonds,  aud  other  idle  aud  disorderly  Pereoiu." 
It  n>i)culH  the  1^  Qeu.  II.,  c.  24,  and  repeate  the  oi>oniDg  state-. 
ment  in  that  Act. 

The  cate^ries  of  persons  to  be  deemed  vagabonds  are  the  somo 
au  in  tliE!  previous  Act,  EUid  the  same  rewards  for  ajipi-ehonaion  aro 
authorised.  The  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  soldiers,  mariners,  or  to 
persons  goin^  to  harvest-work  onfyf  provided  they  carry  proper 
certificates.  End  gatherers  are  to  be  deemed  inoorrigihle  rogues. 
Privy  searches  for  vagabonds  are  to  be  made  in  the  night 
four  times  a  year.  Vagabonds  oommitt4?d  to  the  quarter  ses- 
sions mny  'be  punished  Trith  a  further  term  of  six  months'  im- 
prisonment and  incorrigible  rogues  with  a  term  of  two  years  and 
to  be  whippc-d  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices.  Justioos  are 
further  empowered  to  send  aU  above  the  age  of  twelve  years  to  be 
employed  in  his  Majesty's  ftcrrioc  cither  by  sea  or  land  at  any 
time  before  their  discbarge  from  the  house  of  correction. 

Rogues  and  vagabonds  breaking  gaol  arc  punishable  as  in  ths 
previous  Act. 

Masters  of  ships  are  bound,  under  a  penalty  of  £0,  to  coarey 
one  vagrant  for  every  twenty  tons  burthen,  aud  justices  are  to  limit 
the  rates  per  mile  for  passing  vagrants. 

Wandering  lunatics  or  pretended  lunatics  are  to  be  kept  BaTaly 
locked  up  in  some  secure  place,  and  if  necoosary  to  be  there 
chained. 

No  person  is  to  harbour  any  roguo  or  vagabond  in  any  house, 
ham,  or  outhouse,  under  a  penalty  of  lOs.  to  408. 

Justices  are  empowered  to  place  any  child  of  a  beggar  over  the 
ago  of  &evcn  years  as  a  servant  or  apprentice  with  any  local 
person  until  such  child  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

The  privileges  of  the  heirs  of  John  Duttoa  are  exempted  as 
before,  and  this  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  they  are  mentioned. 

Again  the  Act  was  inefficacious,  ae  we  shall  presently  see.  At 
Burton-on-Trent  tlie  simple  plan  of  driving  vagrants  elsewhere 
was  upfHireiitly  put  in  force: — 

"1749,  Deo.  10. — Whereas  great  numbers  of  vagrants  and 
sturdy  beggars  have  for  somo  time  past  frequentwl  this  town,  and 
for  preventing  the  same  for  the  future,  it  is  ordered  that  Robert 
Hinds  be  allowed  2'">6.  quarterly,  for  his  care  and  pains  in  looking 
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and  driving  out  of  tovn  all  vugraaU  and  beggars  both  bj 
night  and  day." 

Thu  plan  was  very  probably  adopted  in  other  localities,  aa  the 
prevailing  Bentimeut  appears  to  have  been  for  each  officer  to  try 
to  shuiHe  his  re^pousibilitics  on  to  (he  Bboulders  of  some  one  eUe. 

During  thia  reign  the  Vagrant  Act  reocived  two  additions,  the 
fir»t  of  thene,  the  'iH  Geo.  II..  c.  36  (iral.2),  entitled  "  An  Act 
for  the  better  discovery  and  bringing  to  Justice  Thievea,  Robber*, 
and  other  persons  maintaining  thcmsclvctj  by  pilfering  and  de- 
frauding mankind,"  authorises  justices  to  examine  any  rogue  and 
ragabond  on  oath  as  to  hia  last  legal  settlement  and  means  of 
liTeUhood,  and  cmpowora  tbom  to  imprison  him  for  six  days  if  he 
cannot  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  himwlf.  In  the  meunlixne 
■n  advcrtistiment  is  to  ho  publitihod  describing  his  person  and  the 
things  found  upon  Inm  ;  if  at  thi;  end  of  that  time  no  accusation 
H  laid  against  him  ho  lit  to  be  discharged.  This  Act  is  to  coa- 
iinue  in  force  for  throe  yeara,  but  was  made  perpetual  by  2S 
Geo.  11.,  c  It).  Tlie  next  addition  was  by  26  Geo.  II.,  c.  34,  a.  2 
(I7r'>-')),  which  enueta  that  llie  treamiror  of  the  County  shall  on  the 
production  of  a  proper  voucher  pay  the  expenses  of  convoying 
vngranta  through  the  county,  "  it  being  found  that  Fligh  Constables 
who  are  directed  to  do  so  often  have  not  enough  money  in  their 
hands  for  the  purpose." 

The  condition  of  mendicity  in  the  metropolis  was  not  in  any 
way  improved  by  all  this  logislallon,  as  in  the  year  17W  in  "  A 
Proposal  for  mi^ciug  an  Effectual  Provision  for  the  Poor,"  Henry 
Firklmg  tells  us — 

"  There  is  not  a  Parish  in  the  Liberty  of  TTtxtminsttr  which 
dolh  not  raise  Thoua^iuda  annually  for  the  Poor,  and  there  is  not 
a  Street  ill  that  Liberty  which  doth  not  swarm  all  Day  with 
Beggars,  and  uU  Night  w*ith  Thieves.  Stop  your  Coach  at  what 
Shop  you  will,  however  expeditious  the  Tradesman  is  to  attend 
you,  D  Beggar  ia  commonly  beforehand  with  him ;  and  if  you 
should  not  directly  face  his  Door,  the  Tradesman  must  often  turn 
his  ilcod  while  yon  are  talking  to  him,  or  the  same  Beggur,  or 
aomc  other  Thief  at  hand,  will  pay  a  Visit  to  his  Shop  I" 


CHAPTER  IX. 

1700- tssa 

AeoMHon  of  Qnti^ge  TTI. — Penon*  dsBUging  an^enrond,  ^ertrenBg  qtiidivt* 
or  takiiiK  bark  treated  u  TagationtIti,^K«portof  ihe  (Vmrniitm:  of  177')  n**^ 
ratn^iicT.— <-''iinlitiort  of  wnrkhouiwa  and  K-^a^inlinn  n^-arJiiiB  thcBi.-^ 
Pmou  luving  »  criimimi  tnUent,  poacfaen,  sud  unliiwuiied  amlcn  i(^ 
lottery  tiekete  dMneil  ngabnadik — Abuaa  of  the  vrilem  cS  f»maif 
vagtantr.— Penniiricm  lo  aoldit9«,  niluts,  &c.,  to  Ijac—lleiiiitdi?  la 
Lutiilou  in  1796. — Lq^Uticrti  rv^ianling  the  reaioral  of  tm  poor — AUrei- 
iag  iaavatt  of  vmgraacj  in  IHM. — Report  gf  a  oonunlitce  mihn  HobmoT 
Oonmoft*. — Eatitnatc  of  bt^'ir*  in  the  roetropolu,  and  thor  avetaf^ 
l«cdpl& — EneotUBt^nneiil  uf  iillmru  and  tIck. — CammuD  iMlf^ing  bouca 
■^Twi>n*'iin]r  p»»I  l"-„"V»n'-  — KinH-kcr  bc^iarK  —  MnvmiMe  bvmaRk— 
Public  houan  dvpcndiiw  fur  aijtporl  on  iKggan. — Iminwlurea  pnctwd. — 
Depnvitjrof  tngi^us.— uisb  ragnuita  in  Loodoo. — Tbeir  idlcDieHaiid  gain* 

Bt  the  commenocment  of  the  rci<^  of  Goorgc  III.,  the  conditioa 
of  the  lubouring  cIowcs  had  materially  improved,  as  is  OTidenccd 
bj  the  state  of  the  exports,  which  amouiitcd  to  nearly  double  the 
STerago  of  the  jcara  172<t-7-8,  and  hy  the  largely  increasing  use 
of  many  of  the  neooaaaries  of  life. 

The  first  legislation  regarding  vagrancy  in  this  reign  occurs 
in  the  year  176G,  when  we  have  another  addendum  to  the  then 
existing  Vagrunt  Act  in  the  form  of  astatntecntiiled  "An  Act  for 
the  better  Preserration  of  Timber  Treea,  and  of  Woods  and  Under- 
wooda  ;  and  for  the  further  Preaervuti<ui  of  Root«,  Shrub«,  and 
rionta  "  (6  Geo.  III.,  c.  4S»).  It  recites  that  the  pretervation  of 
timber  treea,  or  trees  likely  to  become  timber,  is  of  great  coiwe- 
quenee  to  thitt  kingdom,and  that  many  idle  and  disorderly  persons 
have  of  late  vearK  made  a  practice  of  going  into  woods,  under- 
woods, and  wood  ground^  and  there  cat,  and  carried  away,  great 

*  TlitHAri  It  itiivimrtli- tvrerrvJt'tin  ilic  4S  t>«v  im  c  fSS,*^  tb«  36  Geo. 
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qnantitics  of  young  wood  of  various  kinds,  for  making  of  poles 

and  valkinf^  eticki',  nnd  for  various  other  uscr  ;  and  in  heaish,  and 

oihtT  wiHwla  und  underwoods  under  pretence  of  getting  firewood, 

havo  cut  dawn,   bonghed,    split   oflf  or  othcnvine   damaged   or 

destroyed  the  growth  of  the  8aid  woods  and  undrrwond.t  to  the 

great  injury  and  damage  of  the  lawful  owners,  and  that  rhe  lawg 

in  being  are  not  found  sufiioiont  to  remedy  the  nfore.'Uiid  ex-ils." 

It  then  enacts  that  any  pcnmn  who  after  the  24  -June,  I7fi6,  shall 

go  into  the  wooda,  undcrwooda,  or  wood  grounds,  of  any  of  His 

Mftjc«ty's  nibjecta,  not  being  tho  lawful  owners  thereof,  and  shall 

lher«  cut,  lop,  t^p,  or  spoil,  split  down,  or  damage,  or  othcrwiBo 

destroy  any  kind  of  wood  or  underwood,   pole*,  sticks  of  woi>cl», 

green  stub«,  or  young  treca,  or  carry  away  the  same,  or  shall  havo 

in  his  custody  any  such  and  nhall  not  give  a  satisfactory  account 

of  how  he  came  by  the  same,  shall  on  <!onriction  for  the  first 

offence   forfeit   any  sum   not  exceeding  40<i.  together  with   thft 

costs,  for  a  second  offence  any  sum  not  exceeding  £5  and  costs, 

and  for  a  third  otfence  xhuU  be  deemed  an  incorrigible  rogue  and 

ponisbed  aa  suoh.     This  was  supplement^  in  the  year  1768  by 

the  9  Gpo.  tit,,  c.  41,  which  recites  that  great  destruction  has  of 

lattf  bt>en  made  of  hollies,  thorns,  and  quickseta,  growing  upon 

hia  Mojesty's  forents  and  chastw  to  the  greut  prejudice  of  his 

MajfHy'a  deer,  and  alfio  of  hoUics,  thorns,  and  quiekssets  growing 

in  tho  woods,  and  woodgrounds  of  his  suhjectt?,  and  then  enacts 

that  the  0  Geo.  TTI.,  o.  48,  ehall  extend  to  such  oflencea.     A  final 

addition  was  made  to  this  Act  in  the  year  IH05  by  the  ■i-'i  Geo. 

III.,  cap.  G6,  which  recites  tltut  greiit  quantities  of  bark  have  of 

laic  been  taken  and  carried  away  out  of  his  Majesty's  woods, 

brosta,  and  chnsm  by  persons  not  having  any  legal  right  to  take 

or  carry  them  away.    It  then  enacts  that  the  6  Goo.  HI,,  c.  48, 

and  the  9  Goo.  III.,  e.  41,  shall  extend  to  this  class  of  offence, 

and   that   any  person    offending  more   than    three   times   shall 

ho   punished  for   every    subsequent    offence  as  an  incorrigible 

rogue. 

According  to  iheAnnnh  of  Wmeheomhe  and  Sudt/fiy  in  Glooces* 
tenhirc,  nix  women  wore  in  tho  year  1600  stripped  to  the  waist 
and  flogged  till  the  blood  ran  down  their  backs  for  "  hcdgo 
pulling  "  under  the  Acts  of  176G  and  L7G8 ;  the  whipping  post  is 
dsscribod  as  being  a  post  in  front  of  the  Town  iiull  tixcd  in  tho 
h  iron  rings  secured  in  with  hinges,  leaving  just  sufH- 
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oicnt  room  for  the  amiH  and  legs  to  pass  lietwoen  the  iron  and 
the  poat ;  the  offenders  were  locked  in,  and  then  the  whipping 
commonced. 

In  the  year  1775  a  committee  of  the  Hotue  of  Commons  was 
appointed  to  review  and  consider  the  seveml  lows  which  c-nncem 
the  ivlief  and  settlement  of  the  poor ;  and  the  laws  relating  to 
vagrants 

This  committoe  raported  fihat  the  poor  were  let  out  in  severnl 
parislies  at  from  3s.  6d.  to  48.  3d.  per  head  per  week,  their 
earnings  b«ing  taken  hy  their  masters. 

They  also  furnished  statistics  of  the  number  of  vagrants  sent  to 
the  House  of  Correction  in  the  years  177:^,  1773,  oad  1774,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  summary  :^ 


la  Coontiet  in  Enelitnd 
In  Cities  luid  Towns  . 


itn. 

ITTS. 

m*. 

3,420 

14 

803 

2,706 

U 

403 

2,875 
14 

504 

24)37 

3^3 

3,483 

Medium  niunber  of  persons  detained  for  a  year : — 


Id  CouDti««  ill  Kn^lnnd 
„        „        Wales . 
In  Ciliw  aud  Towim  . 


1771. 

ITTS. 

IT74. 

117 

133 

149 

7 

4 

4 

124 

137 

163 

In  the  north  and  south  divisions  of  Oxfordithire  it  is  report 
that  the  prisoners  have  been  maintained  hy  their  earnings,  being 
employed  in  the  former  instance  in  carding,  spinning,  knitting, 
sewing,  making  skewers  and  shoemaker's  pegs,  and  in  the  latter 
in  carding  and  spinning.  At  Reading  it  is  stated  that  their 
earnings  were  their  only  support.  At  Brecon,  Abingdon,  Cam- 
bridge, Lincoln,  and  Preston,  the  prisoners  were  allowed  their 
earnings  for  their  maintenance,  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  the 
amount  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose  without  external  charitable 
eupplomontation.  From  Kssex,  Norfolk,  Chester  city,  and  Wor- 
cester, it  is  reported  that  the  prisoners  received  the  pruHts  of  their 
labour  totcards  their  maintenance. 
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Tbe  following  is  a  summury  of  tho  attendant  expenses  : — 


1772. 


'BSPMMi 


bsiMinit 


is  Qk^Und 

iWllSB       1 


e 

1361  U 


BXSMMM 

nUU*« 

tOtbOtt 

prnwnia 

wlUriQ 

Uwrwr 


BxpanMB 


BG87     B 
41   13 
373    4 
1361    I&J1DI02     li 


2375  17 


2U2  IS 


1773. 


C 
1337    9 


1430  in 


expcaaM 


£         a.     £ 

10611     2  2911 


30  10 

1090S     i 


BxBtDwa 
to  tb'iae 
wiDuu 


1774. 


iu  niinre- 


2981     a 


£ 

H0«    3 


iBxpcrMM 


I03I1   16:2691   13 


10739    0 
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In  Cumh^rhHtt,  Dornef,  Eauex,  Stnffonf,  Willtt,  and  the  town 
bi  Dfrbif,  the  expenses  for  passing  and  Apprehending  are  lumped 
together,  hul'  the  ahove  return  is  approximately  accurate. 

In  Middlfiex  the  amountfl  expended  for  pasning  vagrants  during 

the  above  years  were  i:256,  £263,  and  X2y6  respectively  ;    in 

\SomH^ft  £3*44,  £-274,  and  £273.     In  Stafford  (the  heaviest  of  all), 

£017,  £^04,  and  £637.  the  lowest  amounts  being  £43,  £71,  and 

£43  in  tho  county  of  Dorf.eL 

From  the  remarks  from  Middlesex  it  appears  that  the  returns 
included  the  city  of  Wfstmuixter,  and  that  there  was  then  an 
wiiiual  allowance  to  a  person  for  pafiaing  vagrants,  "  which  had 
redooed  the  expense  about  threo-fuurths,  it  having  been  about 
£1,000  per  iiumiin.  The  wntrnctor  cleart-d  some  of  the  Bride- 
wells four  times,  und  others  twice  a  week,  and  amounted  to  about 
[1,200  in  the  year." 

From  Somfrtft  it  is  stated  that  the  Way  Vagrants  are  generally 
i  pMscd  from  ComtcaU  and  DeFon  to  Londotf,  Jiath,  IMsfol,  &c, 

Merionfth  in  the  year  1774  returns  its  expenses  relativo  to 
vagrants  at  2*?s.,  which  sum  it  is  stated  was  incurred  for  one  old 
Irish  TBgraut,  who  cost  that  amount  in  nursing. 

From  Bury  St.  Edmunds  it  is  stated  that  those  who  could  not 
q)ia   were  maintained  by  charitoblo  contributions  and   \-ictuals 
,  from  the  workhouse. 

The  report  from  XetnwiUe  ujwn  T'jm  appears  to  raise  a  sugges- 

j  live  question  as  to  the  amount  of  supervision  then  exercised  over 

hcnuM  of  correction,  U3  it  states  that  during  the  years  177'.^  and 

1773  the  keeper  was  iusane,  and  no  books  or  accounts  were  to  be 
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found.  In  177-1  it  static  that  fourteen  mon,  nine  women,  thirteen 
boy«,  and  one  ffirl  were  sent  to  the  house.  This  i^  the  only 
instance  in  which  a  detailed  return  of  persons  is  gircn,  and  if  it 
in  any  way  represents  the  proportions  between  children  and 
adults  in  other  places,  it  showa  the  gr«at  care  which  was  necessary 
in  their  separation  and  supervision. 

The  resolution  of  the  committee  upon  the  information  famished 
to  them  is  "  thnt  the  said  Abstracts  may  be  a  Foundation  for  this 
Uouse  to  make  effectual  I*roviston  for  the  better  Employment, 
Relief,  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor ;  the  Apprehending  and 
Pasaing  of  Vagrants ;  and  for  regulating  Houses  of  Corroctiou 
within  that  part  of  Great  liritaia  called  England." 

fiy  thia  time  the  workfaoascs  appear  to  have  degenerated  in 
their  management  to  a  lamentable  extent,  as  Mr.  John  Scott, 
the  bonovolcnt  tiuaker  poet  who  took  great  intereat  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor,  writing  in  the  year  1773  "  On  the  present  stat« 
of  the  jwrochiul  and  vagrant  poor  "  thus  spcaka  of  them : — 

"A  thorough  acquaintance  witli  the  interior  economy  nf  those 
wretehed  receptacloa  of  misery,  or  rather  '  parish  prisons,'  called 
workhouses,  is  not  easily  to  be  arqiiired :  in  these,  as  in  other 
arbitrary  governments,  complaint  is  mutiny  and  treason,  to  every 
appearance  of  which  a  double  portion  of  punishment  i»  invariably 
annexed  :  particular  incidentt  shocking  to  humanity  may  have 
sometimes  transpired  :  but  the  whole  mystery  of  iniquity  perhapa 
never  has  been,  nor  ever  will  be  developed.  One  thing  is  too 
publicly  known  to  admit  of  denial,  that  those  workhouses  are 
scenes  of  61thiness  and  confusion ;  that  old  and  young,  stok  and 
healthy,  are  promiscuously  crowded  Into  ill'Contrived  apartments, 
not  of  BufBcient  capacity  to  contain  with  eouveuiuuce  hnlf  the 
number  of  miserable  beings  condemned  to  such  deplorable 
iubabituliou." 

The  reoital  to  the  next  Act,  22  Geo.  III.,  c.  83  (17y2),'  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  butter  Kelief  and  Employment  of  the  I'oor/'givea 
UBacluetothecuu»eof  this  shockiug^tateof  things, asit  states  "that 
notwithstanding  the  many  Laws  now  in  being  fur  the  Relief  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor,  and  thu  great  Sums  of  Money  raised  for 
those  Purposes, theirSuflVtrings  and  Distresses areneverlheless  very 

*  This  Act  is  rnmniotily  known  ns  GUhert't  Arti  from  Uie  name  of  its  frami-r, 
wlwwu  in<!mlH-r  f»r  litchtiL-li)  fmin  I76K  (a  l7fK1,  nn<l  ^rtetljr  interested  bixa- 
•eir  in  muuures  (at  iuipruvint;  the  c^>niUtiun  of  ihe  )H>ur. 
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grioTouB ;  and  by  the  Incapacity,  NDfi^Iigonco,  or  Misconduct  of 
oTerseera.  the  Money  raised  for  tho  Kolief  of  the  Poor  is  frequently 
miwppliod,  uQd  sometimes  expended  in  defraying  the  Charges  of 
Xitigations  about  Settlemeota  indiscreetly  and  inadvisedly  carried 
on."  By  Hectiou  31  it  then  enacts  that  "  all  idle  or  disorderly 
personft,  who  are  able  but  unwilling  to  work  or  maintain  thom- 
Belvee  and  ibeir  Fcmiiliea,  shuU  be  prosecuted  by  the  Guardians  of 
the  Poor  of  the  neveral  Parishes',  Townships  and  Places,  wherein 
tbi'y  reside,  and  punished  in  such  Manner  as  idle  and  disorderly 
FersoDit  are  directed  to  be  by  the  17  Qeo.  II.,  o.  6.  Any  Guardian 
who  shall  neglect  to  make  complaint  against  such  person  to  eome 
nuighbouring  Justice  within  Ten  days  afler  it  shall  eome  to  his 
Knowledgo  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  i^o  nor  leas  than  208. 
a  moiety  of  which  is  to  go  to  the  Informor." 

We  now  como  to  a  series  of  enactments  bringing  persons  having 
a  criminal  intent  within  the  purnew  of  the  existing  Vagrant  Act; 
the  first  of  these,  the  23  Goo.  III.,  o.  88,  (1782-3),  rocites  that 
'•  divers  ill-disposed  Persons  are  frequently  apprehended,  biiving 
upon  them  Implements  for  IIousebrcaking,oroffensivo  Wcapons.or 
•Ri  found  in  or  upon  Houses,  Warehouses,  Coachhouses,  Stables  or 
oQthouftcs,  areas  uf  Houses,  enclo^ted  yards  or  gardens  belonging  to 
House*,  with  intont  to  commit  Felonies ;  and  although  their  evil 
Purposes  are  thereby  manifested,  the  power  of  His  Majesty's 
•Iii!ttice«  of  the  Peace  to  demand  of  them  Sureties  for  their  good 
Hehariour,  hath  not  been  of  sufficient  Effect  to  prevent  them  from 
carrying  their  evil  Purpows  into  Execution."  It  then  enacts  that 
persons  found  with  implements  for  housebreaking,  or  offensive 
WMpons,  with  felonious  intent,  or  found  in  any  dwelling-houae, 
warehouse,  coachhouse,  stable  or  outhouse,  or  in  any  endured 
yard  or  garden  or  area  with  an  intent  to  steal  are  to  be  deemed 
ngues  and  vagabonds  under  the  17  Qeo.  II.,  c  6. 

Tho  next  is  the  39  and  40  Geo.  III.,  c.  50  (20  June,  1800), 
which  recitvK  that  "  idle  and  disorderly  Persons  frequently  asso- 
oiate  themselves  to  support  and  assist  each  other  in  the  JJestruotion 
of  Game  lu  tho  Night ,  nud  are,  if  interrupted,  guilty  of  grout  Vio- 
leiioe  by  shooting,  miiimiug,  and  beating,  to  thegreut  Terror  of  ilis 
Uajeity's  Subjects,  and  to  the  KucouragemuDt  of  Idleness  and 
lnunonUity  ;  and  such  Practicos  are  found  by  Kxperiuiice  to  lead 
ba  the  commission  of  Crimes  and  Felonies."  It  then  eiiacta  that 
peTBons  to  the  number  of  tiro  or  mom  found  in  any  forest,  chaae, 
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purk,  wood,  plantation,  paddock,  field,  meadow,  or  other  open  or 
eucloMHl  ground,  in  the  night,  liaving  our  gun  or  (.<u^iue  with 
intent  to  kill  or  tuke  game,  or  persons  aiding  them  with  ofluufiive 
woapons  may  be  apprehended,  and  on  oourictiua  before  a  juatiee 
shall  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds. 

This  was  followed  by  the  39  and  40  Geo.  IIT.,  c  87  (28  July, 
1800),  which  ia  styled  "  an  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
depredations  on  the  river  7'/wwi«,  and  in  ila  vicinity."  It  recites 
under  s.  1'2  that  "  divers  ill-disposed  and  saspectod  Persons,  and 
roputcd  Tbicvea,  frequent  the  said  Kivcr,  and  the  Quays  and  Ware- 
housea  adjoining  thereunto,  and  the  Avenues  lo  the  same  Quays 
and  Warehouses,  and  the  Streets  and  Houses  loading  thereto  with 
Intent  to  Commit  Felony."  It  then  enacts  that  all  such  persons 
are  to  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagahondA. 

The  last  of  this  series  is  the  42  Geo.  Ill,  o.  76,  8. 18  (June 
22,  1802),  which  recites  that  *'  divers-  ill-disposed  and  suspected 
Persons  and  reputed  Thieves  frequent  the  Avenues  to  Places  of 
public  Resort,  and  the  Sireeia  and  Highways,  with  Intent  to  commit 
Felony  on  the  Persona  and  Property  of  His  Majesty's  Suhjcet*  there 
being:  and  although  their  evil  Purposes  are  sufficiently  manifest, 
the  Power  of  Uis  ^lajesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  demand  of 
them  Sureties  for  their  good  Dohaviour,  hath  not  been  of  sufficient 
Effect  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  thoir  evil  Purposes  into 
KxecutioD."  It  then  enacts  that  every  such  person  shall  be 
deemed  a  rogue  and  vagabond. 

'  This  Act  was  only  temporary,  to  last  for  five  years.  It  was 
rc-caacted  in  1811  by  the  -51  Goo.  III.,  o.  119,  which  in  its  turn 
vas  repealed  by  tho  54  Goo.  III.,  c.  U7,  a.  18  (Dec.  17,  1813), 
which,  however,  re-enacted  its  proiiiaions. 

Another  class  of  persona  who  were  brought  within  tho  purview 
of  tho  Vagrant  Act  in  this  reign  were  unlicensed  dealers  in  lottery 
tickets. 

Tho  27  Geo.  ITI.,  o.  I  (1787),  styled  "An  Act  to  render  mor« 
effectual  the I<awa now  inbeingforeappreeaing  unlawful  Lotteries," 
recites  that  "  the  good  and  wholesome  I.aw8  from  Time  to  Time 
made  and  pnivided  for  the  Su[^reesioD  of  unlawful  Lotteries,  and 
ageinat  adventuring  in  l^iiteriesestahltshedhy  Acta  of  Parliament, 
in  Great  Pritain  or  Ireland,  by  unlawful  Sales  of  Chances  ol 
Tickets,  and  by  Insuring  for  or  against  the  Drawing  of  such  Tickets, 
have  not  been  found  effectual  for  the  purposes  intended  thereby.*' 
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Tt  Ihm  enacts  Unit  all  persons  wlio  deal  in  itny  lultcr}*  ticketo,  or 
m11  chanceti  without,  taking  out  a  licence  from  tbe  Cuinini!t»ioner« 
for  ntanajn^ng  tho  <luties  upou  stamped  vcUum,  piircltment,  aod 
paper,  are  to  be  deemed  rogaes  aud  vagaboods,  witbia  17  Geo. 
11.,  o.  5,  nnd  punished  as  sucb. 

The  oi'ttives  which  prompted  tbiti  enactment  were  partially 
moral  ajid  partially  tiscal,  as  in  the  year  1778  an  Act  was  pu&sud 
by  whivh  every  pereou  keeping  a  lottery -office  was  obliged  to  take 
out  a  yearly  license  cosilng  Xoi).  This  reduced  the  number  of  such 
offices  in»a  400  to  01,  and  u  a  natural  consequence  numorouH 
OTMinm  of  the  law  were  from  lime  to  time  perpetrated. 

In  ]>^^,  minor  Iuttcrit--8  held  in  public  houneo  and  similar  plaoos 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Vi  Goo.  III.,  c.  IIU,  styled  "  An  Act  to 
iupprcfts  certain  Games  and  Lotteries  not  authorized  by  Iiaw."  It 
recites  that  "evil  diiijiosed  persons  do  frequently  resort  to  public 
booaes  and  other  places  to*  set  up  certain  raischtcvoua  g»me«  or 
lotteHe%  called  little  goes,  and  to  induce  Servants,  Children^  and 
unvory  persona,  to  play  at  tho  atiid  games,  ^d  thereby  most 
frauduleDily  obtain  great  Sums  of  money  from  Servants,  Children, 
ani  unwary  persons,  to  the  great  impovt-rishment  and  utter  ruin 
«tf  many  fiunilles."  It  then  proceeds  to  enact  thiil  all  games  or 
liitt^^es  called.  "  little  goes  "  ahall  be  deemed  public  nitisancoaand 
Bjfainst  law.  IVrsons  keeping  any  office  or  place  for  any  game  or 
lottwy  not  authorised  by  hiw  shidl  forfeit  i:-5l>0,  to  be  rocoverwl 
l>y  inf<trmaiiou,  und  are  >-o  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds  within 

iroeaiiingori7Geo.  II.,c.v'»-  Persons  »o  offending,  ngaJnat  whom 
euch  infurmation  shall  have  been  made,  are  to  he  puuisbed  as 
rogues  and  vagabonds.  Persons  assisting  offenders  and  persons 
tunployiug  others,  though  nut  discovered  in  the  premises,  arc  uLso 
to  be  deemed  roguea  uiid  vagabonds. 

litivertiug  to  general  enactments  against  vogruncy,  we  come  to 
the '-^T  Goo.  111.,  c.  II  (17H7;,  which  recites  that  duubttf  have 
artaen  whether  the  ti  Geo.  I.,  c.  I'J,  gives  a  discretionary  power  to 
jtlctioeB  Co  commit  vagrants  and  other  criminals  either  Lo  the 
CJomiDou  GboI  or  IIuUHe  of  Correction,  and  authorises  them  to 
commit  to  the  Common  Gaol  us  well  as  the  Ilouoe  of  Correction. 

Thia  must  have  had  a  most  pomicioua  effect  in  the  oa»  of  young 
aB.ttkdenf  MthegiioUal  lhiH[Hiriod  were  [K^rfect  Hinksuf  iniipiily. 
We  DDV  come  to  a  further  evidence  of  the  miscunduut  of  tbe 
inferior  officers  appointed  lo  carry  out  the  Vagriuit  Acts. 

1*2 
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The  32  Geo.  III.,  c.  46  (1793),  »cit«e  that  "great  ubuaes  are 
comiULttvd  in  coDveying-  from  one  plovo  to  aaother  by  passes 
perciOUii  wbu  uro  not  rogties  or  vagabonds,  or  ia  couveyiug  such 
persons  who  are  roguos  and  vagabonds  without  complying  with 
the  direi;tiotis  of  17  Geo.  II.,  c.  5."  It  then  i^nucte  that  ull 
roguea  and  vagabonds  ordered  to  bo  conveyed  by  \msvt  are  iirfit  to 
be  publicly  whipped,  or  oonfinod  in  the  Houso  of  Correction :  that 
no  reward  is  to  bo  paid  for  apprehending  rogues  or  vugabonda 
until  lliey  bitvo  been  punished :  that  no  femuLe  vagabond  is  t-o  be 
whipped  ;  that  as  the  present  mode  of  conveying  vagranto  in  the 
custody  of  constables  is  froqueufJy  innuffieiont,  from  the  miacondact 
and  negligence  of  constables,  justices  may  order  vagrants  to  be 
conveyed  by  masters  of  Houses  of  Correction,  or  their  aerranta : 
that  justices  at  Sessions  aro  to  regulate  the  rates  for  pnsHing 
vagrants :  that  the  periniHMiun  formerly  accorded  to  soldiers  and 
marinerB  is  highly  improper,  and  that  tboee  of  them  who  beg 
shiitl  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds.  It  also  enacts  that  any 
person  who  spends  his  money  in  alehouses,  or  places  of  bad  repnte, 
or  in  any  other  improper  manner,  and  does  not  apply  a  proper 
proportion  of  the  money  ho  earns  to  the  support  of  bis  wife  and 
family,  by  which  they  become  chargeable  t*  the  parish,  is  to  be 
considered  &n  idle  and  disorderly  person.  The  wholeoome 
provision  regarding  permitting  soldiers  and  sailors  to  beg  was, 
however,  soon  abrogated  by  the  43  Geo.  III.,  c.  61  (24  June, 
1803),  styled  "  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Soldiers,  Sailors,  and 
Marines,  and  of  the  Wives  of  Soldiers,  in  the  Cases  therein 
mentioned."  It  recites  that  "  Soldiers  and  Marines,  and  Siiilora, 
or  Persons  discharged  from  such,  having  Occasion  to  return  to 
thoir  respective  IlymeB  or  Places  of  Legal  Sottlomeul  in  Emjtantt, 
which  are  fruquoutly  at  a  considerable  Bisluuce,  are  under  tha 
necessity  of  soliciting  alms  for  their  Belief,  and  that  such  solicita- 
tion isforljidden  by  the  32  Geo.  III.,  c.  45,"  and  then  enacts  thot 
Every  Suldier,  Marino,  or  Sailor  on  carrying  his  Dischargo  out  of 
any  Ilegiment,  Ship,  or  Vessel,  within  three  Days  to  tho  nearest 
Chief  Magistrate,  shall  receive  a  Cerilficate  of  his  Place  of  Settle- 
ment, lixitig  the  limu  he  is  to  reach  it  ut  the  rate  of  IQO  milce  in 
10  days  and  bo  in  proportion,  on  producing  of  which,  being  in 
his  Time  and  Route,  he  KhitU  nut  fur  a-sking  Relief,  be  deemed  a 
Vagabond.  Wives  of  non-Comniiseioned  Officers  or  Stddicrs  on 
makingProof  of  not  being^fermitted  to  embark  with  their  nusbands, 
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Pshall  receive  from  the  DeareHt  Chief  Mugistratc  a  like  Certificate  of 
Iheir  Place  of  Settlement,  which  will  ontitlo  thorn  to  ask  Relief 
while  in  their  Time  aud  Koute.  In  case  of  duly  proved  accident 
or  sickness,  by  which  the  holder  of  the  certificate  is  prevented 
from  proceeding  on  his  or  her  journey,  the  Magtetrato  of  tb«  Place 
where  the  person  shall  bo,  shiiU  grant  a  new  Certificate.*' 

tThis  economical  mcusuro,  though  it  relieved  the  treasury  of  a 
charge  which  it  ought  to  have  borne,  is  by  no  means  creditable  to 
the  Goveroment  of  the  day,  and  ii  in  striking  contrast  to  the 
spirit  of  the  4'i  Eliz.,  c.  8,  which  authorises  the  treasurers  of 
couiitiefl  to  help  disabled  soldiers  and  mariners  oQ  their  way,  aud 
forbids  the  latter  to  beg  under  severe  penalties. 

The  eflect  of  enforcing  the  whipping  of  vagrants  before  passing 
them  was  to  increase  the  crowd  of  beggars  in  London. 

A  writer  in  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  in  December,  1796, 

mjb:     "  In  my  late  walks  about  London  and  its  eovirous,  I  have 

observed  with  concern  the  muhipUed  swarms  of  beggars  of  every 

.      description.     That  concern,  is  increased  by  the  menacing  approach 

^■Df  this  winter.      Impressed  with  the  idea  that  more  of  these 

^■^miserable  objects  are  beggars  by  choice  than  by  neceissity,  I  leave 

tbom  with   the  wish  that  our    law8,  or  the  magistrates,  whose 

boffloeaB  it  is  to  put  these  laws  in   execution,   would  at  least 

endeKToor  to  lessen  their  number,  or  by  some  badge  or  other 

means  of  distinction   enable  kind-hearted  Christiana  to  disoera 

their  proper  objects." 

In  a  work  by  Mr.  P.  Colquhouu,  a  magistrate,  styled  "A 
TrcatiM  on  the  Police  of  tho  Metropolis,"  aud  piibliahed  in  the 
jMr  1797,  tho  following  estimate  is  given  of  the  number  of 
Tagranta  in  London  at  this  period  :— 


Blrvi^n  out  of  it'urk,  who  have  wnnilorc^d  up  to  T^ondnn  in  Bearch  of 

ieiDpIoyiueiii,  aaU  without  Eecomiiieniluliuii,  Kunvmlljr  in  cuu- 
I       M<{iiriic«?  of  tome  tuUikmiMinor  eommitteil  in  the  Country  ;  at  nil 
i'mi  -  jiliove 
H               ';iiisUrl*,l!.dL»il-Sini'er«.Sliow-mfn,Tmn)pi>tfr*  ami  ( I^'pAtes 
I,    ..           ifin-^lriukinjj'  Woiiieu,  siLtl  deslitule  Uuye  uuti  Uu'U  wan- 
I         tlvniif!  «nil  jiniwlirij;  abt>ut  the  atjcL-ts  mul  bye- places  after  Cliip», 
'       Xails^  <IM  MhIaIa,  ^mkvn  (Jliuw,  Paper,  Twine,  &c.,  &c.,  who  are 
eoiwtantl}'  on  the  wBlch  to  pilfer  when  an  oppoiliiaity  oHm 
Cumniciti  lujo^u*  and  VagruiU,  oaJting  aliiu,  BUji[tonin<^  oue  to  every 
twostreels 

Total 


1,000 
1,5U0 


2,000 
3,000 
7,500 
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In   anolbcr  work,  rtyk-d   the  "State  of  InJigonce,  and 
Situation  of  the  Casual  Poor,"  Mr.  Col<juhoun  remark* — 

'*  Tha  cxpeDM  of  the  class  of  persona  cleuominutud  Casual  Poor, 
who  have  no  wttleiQcnt  in  any  paritth  in  the  Metropolis  umounta 
to  a  large  9UTD  annually.  In  tho  united  poriBhea  of  Si.  Oilos  in 
the  Fields  and  St.  George,  lilooinsbury,  tins  expense  atnoanted 
to  £2.000  in  tho  year  179ti.  It  aroao  from  the  eupport  of  about 
1,200  poor  nittive^  of  Inland,  who  but  for  this  aid  must  have 
btfcoine  vagrantB.  The  shocking  obuao  of  the  vagrant  poasea 
pr^riotiatothe  your  1792,  produced  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo.  III.,  c. 
45,  which  requires  that  Vugranls  should  be  first  publicly  whipt, 
or  confined  wvon  days  in  tho  House  of  Corroctioa  (femak-s  to  be 
imprisoned  only,  and  in  no  case  whipped)  before  they  are  passed,  oa 
diaHited  by  the  Act  of  the  1 7  Geo.  II.,  c.  5.  Hence  it  is  that  «o  many 
who  aro  either  on  the  brink  of  vagrancy  or  have  actually  reoeirod 
alms,  are  permitted  to  remain  a  burden  on  the  parishes,  tho  Magis- 
trates being  loth  to  incur  the  charge  of  inhumanity,  by  strictly  fol- 
lowing tile  letter  of  the  Act,  in  whipping  or  imprisoning  pour  miner- 
able  wretches,  whose  indigence  has  rendered  relief  necessary ." 

"  In  all  the  1 46  parishes  within  and  without  the  walls,  including 
tho  Bills  of  Mortality,  &c.,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  comial 
charity  given  in  this  way  may  amount  to  i'10,Oi>0  a  year." 

The  country  was  as  badly  infested  with  beggitns  as  Loodon 
itself.  <*  Common  beggars  are  greatly  multiplied  ^m  the  same 
cause  of  general  .neglet^t.  Tlie  Traveller  now  poasee  near  no 
populous  village,  without  being  assailed  by  this  new  spi-cies  of 
parish  Mendicaiita.  These  are  encouraged  under  that  general 
rdief,  which  officers  indiBcreetly  give  to  paupers,  whose  children 
ore  suffered  to  grow  up  around  them  without  any  other  employ 
than  begging  of  the  passengers,  breaking  fences  for  fuel,  or  other 
idle  habits,  which  invariably  attach  to  them  through  life."* 

It  is  also  stated  "  that  it  is  a  common  practice  for  children,  put 
out  to  nurso  in  the  (country  by  London  parents,  to  be  oompelled 
to  bring  heme  Bring  for  their  nurses  by  stich  means,  and  even  to 
take  up,  in  their  richer  ncighboura'  names,  articles  of  grocery, 
&c.,  at  the  shop  where  they  doolt." 

This  is  followed  in  the  year  1H07  by  another  doleful  cry  from 
London  :  "  Surely  somelhiug  will  be  done  to  cleanse  the  streets 
from  that  Augean  filth,  the  beggars  ;  a  most  indelible  disgrace  to 
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thew  enlightened  times,  a  dreadful  imposition  on  the  puhlic,  in 
which  the  tsiu^  of  real  charity  is  not  served,  and  which  only 
tends  to  the  increase  of  the  nuisance — I  mean,  as  to  the  charity 
Wwtowed  ou  these  very  tmproijer  though  unfortunate  objects."  • 

LegtsUtioa  now  again  claioia  our  atteutioo,  thi»  lime  of  a 
hiimuDitanau  character. 

The  35  Geo.  in.,  0.  101  (22  June,  1705)  recites  the  powers  of 
remoTal  given  by  the  Vi  and  II  Car.  11,,  c.  12,  and  the  8  and  9 
'Will.  III.,  and  "that  many  industrious I'oor  Pennjus  chargeable  to 
the  Place  where  they  livcmerely  from  "Want  of  Work  there,  would 
in  any  other  Place,  where  suitictcat  Employment  U  to  be  had, 
maintain  themaelTes  and  Families  without  being  burthenaome  to 
any  Pariah,  and  such  Poor  Persons  are  for  the  most  part  compelled 
to  live  in  their  own  Parishes,  and  are  not  pennitted  to  inhabit 
pisewhere,  under  Pretence  that  they  are  likely  to  become  cburgeablo 
to  the  Parish  into  which  they  go  for  the  i'urposo  of  getting 
£npliiyment."  It  then  enacts  that  thenceforth  "  no  poor  per&ou 
shall  bo  removed  until  he  has  become  actually  chargeable  to  the 
pariah  ho  then  inhahiti^." 

It  also  recites  that  Poor  Persona  are  often  removed  or  passed  to 
the  Place  of  thetr  Settlement  during  the  Time  of  their  Sickness,  to 
thegreut  Danger  of  their  Lives;  and  then  enacts  as  a  remedy  "that 
if  any  poor  peraon  shall  be  brought  before  a  J  ostice  for  t!ie  Purpoae 
of  being  removed  by  virtue  of  any  Order  of  Kemoval,  or  of  being 
pAsaed  by  Tirtue  of  any  Vagrant  Pass,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the 
Jiuiicc  that  the  Poor  Pemon  is  unable  to  Travel,  by  reason  of  Hick' 
neaa  or  other  Infirmity,  or  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  him  or 
her  »o  to  do,  the  Justice  is  required  and  authorised  to  suspend  tho 
execution  until  he  is  satisfied  that  it  may  bu  safely  executfd.  Tho 
chnrgvB  incurred  by  such  Suspension  to  be  paid  by  the  OlBcera  of 
the  Parish  to  which  the  pour  Person  is  ordered  to  be  removed." 
The  Act  is  not  to  alter  the  powers  of  juslices  to  pass  or  puniuli 
va^ranta  by  1 7  Geo.  11.,  c.  6. 

It  further  enacta, "  Every  Pervou  who  has  been  convicted  of  any 
Felony,  or  who  appears  on  the  oath  of  a  credible  witness  to  be  a 
Person  of  evil  Fumy,  or  a  reputed  Thief,  not  Lviug  able  to  give  a 
saliAfauIury  account  uf  htuixulf  or  hin  way  of  living  shall  be  liable 
to  be  renitfved  tu  the  Parish  of  hia  last  legal  settlement  by  urder 
of  tho  Justices. 

*  "  UcUllviiian'B  Maf^sstue.* 
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The  49  Geo.  III.,  c.  124  (30  June,  li^OD),  nutkes  a  technical 
allemliun  in  the  35  Geo.  III.,  c  101,  aud  then  enacts  "  that  in 
order  to  avoid  any  Pretence  for  forcibly  separatiog  Hashond  and 
Wife,  or  other  PerBons  nearly  connected  with  or  related  to  each 
other,  and  who  are  living  together  as  one  Family  at  the  Time  of 
any  Order  of  Reuovul  mude,  or  Vagrant  Pass  granted  during  the 
dangerous  Sicknewor  other  Infirmity  of  nny  one  or  More  of  such 
Family,  on  whoso  account  tho  Execution  of  the  Order  of  Removal 
or  Vagrunt  Pass  i«  suspendod;"  such  order  shall  he  suspended 
for  tho  same  Period  with  respect  to  every  other  Person  named 
therein,  aa  already  described. 

The  next  acts  regarding  the  poor  are  conceived  in  the  same 
spirit,  as  the  50  Geo.  III.,  c.  62  (9  June,  1810),  repeals  the  8  and| 
9  Wil.  in.,  c.  II,  which  requires  poor  persons  receiving  alms  to 
wear  badges,  and  the  62  Geo.  HI.,  o.  '61  (1812),  repeals  the  39 
Kliz.,  c.  17,  Bguinet  lewd  iind  wandering  persous  pretendiug 
themselves  to  be  soldiers  or  mariners,  and  which  directAl  that 
they  should  euflfor  aa  felons. 

At  the  end  of  tbe  year  1814  a  further  alarming  increase  of 
Vagrancy  took  place,  owing  to  the  disembodying  of  many  militia 
regiments,  the  reduction  of  the  army  in  general,  and  the  disman- 
tling of  a  largo  portion  of  the  navy. 

The  practice  of  begging  in  London  had  arrived  at  such  n  pitch 
that  on  the  8th  of  June,  1815,  the  Ut  Hon.  George  Rose  collod 
the  attention  of  the  House  of  OommonA  to  the  Atate  of  mendicity 
in  and  about  tlic  metropolis.  lie  said  that  a  recent  institution  of 
great  utility  had  been  the  moans  of  many  inquirie.i  into  the  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Martin,  a  gentleman  connected  with  it,  had  calculated, 
from  pretty  good  sources,  that  there  were  more  than  15,000 
beggars  in  and  about  the  metropolis.  Of  these,  some  had  settle- 
ments; they  amounted  to  6,690,  of  whom  4,150  were  children, 
and  2,540  adults.  There  were  2,604  who  had  settlements  in  the 
country  of  Knglond,  of  whom  1,137  were  adults  and  1,467 
children.  Those  without  settlement  were  estimated  at  8,310,  of 
whom  3,273  were  children.  Thuro  were  Scotch  and  Irish  ;  the 
Scotch  amounted  to  -004;  177  had  no  settlement  whatever,  and 
were  foreigners.  On  tho  whole,  there  were  9,288  children,  and 
6,000  adults,  living  by  bogging,  making  15,288.  Some  of  these 
could  occasionally  earn  as  much  as  forty  shillings  a  week;  but, 
not  belonging  to  benefit  moieties,  when  they  were  ill  their  wivee 
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bhA  chUdran  went  a-bcgginp.  The  support  of  all  thesr  pt'ople, 
taking  them  at  3s.  a  duy,  and  be  knew  many  received  much  more, 
would  Domo  to  £328,0U0  a  year  for  tho  udulls.  The  inconveni- 
ence in  the  streets  waa  the  Iwiat  port  of  the  evil.  The  great 
mifwhief  woa,  that  the  children  were  brought  up  in  nil  sorts  of 
idlencM  and  vice.  The  hcg^rs  would  seldom  send  a  child  to  the 
now  aohools ;  which,  in  muny  eases,  had  been  of  incalculable 
benefit:  there  were  even  inatancea  of  the  children  educated 
therein  having  reformed  their  parents.  The  most  importunate 
beggars  were  seamen  who  were  wounded,  and  who  were,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  their  jienMon  of  £18  a  year.  He  then  moved. 
ibr  "a  conimitt«e  to  inquire  into  the  8tat«  of  meadicity  in  the 
metropolia  and  ite  neighbourhood,"  which  wae  agreed  accord- 
iTigly. 

The  report  of  the  committee  waa  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
1 1  rh  of  July,  from  which  the  following  particulurs  are  extrautod. 

The  Dumber  of  mendicants  in  the  metropolis  was  eatiniutvd  at 
30,000,  and  most  of  the«e  persons  gained  mure  thou  many  iiiduB- 
trtuus  individuals  of  the  Lower  classee  of  the  community.  Ouu  mau 
actually  acknowledged  that  his  proQls  wore  about  thirty  shilliiiga 
u  day.  This  might  he  a  singular  case ;  but  it  was  proved  by  tlie 
strongest  evidence,  that  the  average  receipts  of  meiidicantB  in 
iHitidon  were  (tam  three  to  six  shillings  a  day.  This  money  was 
splint  in  the  most  exceptionable  manner,  in  drum  shops,  at  feasts, 
and  even  in  the  purchase  of  luxuries  of  all  sorts,  eatable  as  well  as 
drinkable.  )lany  parishes  farmed  their  poor;  about  one  hundred 
parishcfl  in  tho  City  did  so.  Six  or  seven  shillings  a  week  each 
were  allowed  to  those  by  whom  they  were  taken,  and  who  sent 
them  out  to  beg  during  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  saving  their 
provision. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  who  was  overseer  of  St.  Giles's  parish  the 
preceding  year,  said :  "  Most  of  these  beggars  have  no  lodging. 
There  are  houses  where  there  are  forty  or  fifty  of  them,  like  a 
gaol.  The  porter  stands  at  the  door  and  takes  the  money  ;  for 
threepence,  they  have  clean  straw,  or  something  like  it ;  for 
those  who  pay  fourpence  there  ia  aomething  moro  decent;  for 
sixpence  they  have  a  bed.  They  arc  all  locked  in  for  tho  night 
lest  they  should  take  property.  In  the  morning  there  ia  a  general 
muster  below.  The  servants  go  and  examine  all  tho  places,  tfl  see 
that  all  ia  safe ;  and  then  they  are  lot  out  into  the  street,  (just 


VAOEANTS  AND  VAOIUNCT. 


as  you  would  open  the  dour  of  s  guul.)  forty  or  fifty  of  Ibe 
together,  and  at  Dight  they  come  agoiu  :  they  have  no  settltMl' 
babittitious,  but  tbosu  places  to  Trhich  they  resort,  but  there  arc 
numbers  of  those  houses  iu  St.  Giles's." 

Tlie  evideuoo  of  the  Rev.  W.  Ouraey,  rector  of  St.  Clement 
Dunes,  a  gentleman  of  well-known  humanity  and  consideration 
fnr  the  poor,  is  very  iiitereetiog,  *'  I  am  rcclor  of  St,  Clement 
1  tunes,  and  minister  of  the  Free  Cbapfl  in  West  Street,  St.  Giles* fi. 
Iti  the  Free  Chapel  there  is  accommodation  for  600  poor.  In  ifae 
course  of  my  ministry  there  I  have  had  ucca^iou  to  \mt  pereona^^l 
in  very  great  distrees,  and  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  suSering.  r^H 
hare  uoertaincd  that  there  are  four  difierent  eorte  of  beggars,  or 
persons  not  having  hahitiitioria,  or  rather  four  different  ways  of 
begging.  Some  are  by  letters :  the«e  are  called /tn>;;«nity-/W8/&''^7ar8. 
Some  are  what  we  call  knockei-'hfffgan,  who  go  from  house  to 
house,  knocking  at  every  door.  They  contrive  to  get  a  know- 
ledge of  persons  from  others  residing  in  the  same  street;  and,  if 
they  can  get  information  of  003*  one  residing  in  a  street,  they  go 
to  that  house,  and,  if  they  succeed,  or  even  if  they  do  not  get 
anything,  they  say,  •  I  have  been  to  Mr.  Gomcy's  or  some  other 
person's,  and  I  want  to  make  up  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  rent ;  * 
whereas  perhaps  they  pay  no  rent.  A  third  sort  of  beggurs  ore 
stationary  the  whole  day ;  they  come  to  their  stand  at  a  certain 
hour,  and  they  stay  so  many  hours,  and  then  are  led  perhaps  to 
another  stand.  Thetie  persons  get  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  live 
Tery  well,  especially  it  they  are  pretty  well  maimed,  or  if  they  are 
blind,  or  if  they  have  children.  There  ia  a  fourth  sort,  women 
and  children,  who  arc  moreab/e  l>eggar9 ;  they  move  about  with  the 
people,  not  particularly  by  the  street,  hut  with  the  people :  for 
instance,  at  the  time  of  the  play  they  are  always  very  near  tho 
thcatrea;  and,  if  they  see  a  gentleman  and  lady  walking  together 
in  deep  conversation,  they  will  pester  them,  and  run  before  them 
till  they  get  a  penny  or  twopence  to  get  rid  of  them.  Those 
jHioplc  at  other  times  of  the  day,  if  it  is  a  Sunday  for  instance, 
will  be  found  near  chapels  where  thero  are  large  congregations ; 
they  know  as  well  where  tho  large  congregations  are  as  possible ; 
not  that  ihoy  ever  go  within  side  tho  doors,  they  keep  without- 
side,  and  thero  they  speak  of  tho  honovolence  and  charity  of  the 
people  coming  out,  and  pray  for  them.     If  they  get  anything  it 
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rtU,  if  not,  p^rhapfl  tli^y  will  nfteTwards  otter  imprecalioiis 
igminst  thcro,  which  I  have  freqacntly  heard." 

Mr.  Gumcy  might  have  added  that  these  hcggars  are  of  all 
pcrsuasious.  There  was  one  who  regularly  ntood  at  the  door  of 
the  Catholic  Chapel  of  Liiiuoln'a  Inil  Fields,  petitionicg  "  for  the 
love  of  the  Hoi}-  Virgiu,"  and  other  Cutholic  saints;  in  half-an- 
Itvur  ufternrBrds  he  was  ut  the  door  of  u  dissenting  uioeling  bouse 
bawling  "  for  the  lore  of  Christ."  The  evening  placed  him 
St  We5t  (Street,  or  at  some  other  chapel  belongiug  to  the  EsUih- 
lished  Church. 

"There  are  five  large  gin-Bhopn,  or  wine  vaults  as  they  are 
called,  close  to  the  Seven  Dials,  which  are  constantly  frequented. 
There  is  one  where  they  go  in  at  one  door  and  out  at  another,  to 
prevent  the  incunvcntencc  of  returning  the  same  way,  where  there 
aro  80  many.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  lived  oppoMte,  had  the 
curiosity  to  count  how  many  went  in  the  course  of  one  Sunday 
morning,  before  he  went  to  church,  and  it  was  320." 

The  following  information  was  given  by  Joseph  Butterworth, 
t*q.,  51. P.,  one  of  the  committco  of  the  Stronger*'  l-'riond  Society. 
"  In  the  course  of  my  olmervafiona  I  have  noticed  the  condition 
of  nuiny  beggars,  and  in  the  gencrnl  way  thoy  havo  been  found  to 
be  impontors ;  and  I  am  persuaded  they  are  the  moat  profligate  and 
idle  description  of  character.  I  am  convinced  that  very  few,  if 
any.  honest,  industrious,  and  sober  people  ever  have  recourse  to 
begging.  In  the  neighhourhood  where  I  live  there  is  a  great 
rc«ort  fur  beggars;  and  I  hftve  made  some  inquiries  into  their 
condition.  There  ore  two  public-houses  in  Church  Lunn,  8t. 
Giles's,  whose  chief  t-upport  df^pends  upon  beggars;  one  called  the 
JSftjijar's  O/.fra,  which  is  the  Rose  und  Crown  public-house,  and 
the  other  the  Kobin  llood.  The  number  of  beggars  that  fteqiient 
those  bouses,  at  various  times,  is  computed  to  be  about  300.  I 
have  been  credibly  iufuruied  they  ure  divide<l  into  companies,  and 
encb  couipuuy  is  subdivided  into  what  are  called  wntkn,  and  each 
company  has  its  particular  walk ;  if  this  walk  bo  considered  bene* 
fii-iul,  the  whole  cumpany  take  it  by  turns,  each  person  keeping 
it  frum  half  uu  hour  to  three  or  four  hours  ;  their  receipts  at  ■ 
moderato  calculation  cunnot  be  less  than  three  to  five  shillings  a 
day  each  per8f>n,  frequently  mure.  Thfy  cjmiiot  bo  supposed  to 
ppend  Ins  at  night  tlmn  liair-a-crown,  and  they  generally  ptiy 
sixpence  for  their  hod.     It  is  their  custom  to  sally  out  early  in 
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tlie  inommg.  and  those  who  Imve  any  moaer  left  of  the  precoding 
day's  earuiu^H  treat  the  real  with  apiriU  before  thej  begin  the 
optiratioDS  of  the  day.  I  have  been  informed,  that  they  have  u 
kind  of  committee  to  orgauiae  the  wulks  to  bo  frequented  by  each 
person,  and  they  generally  appropriate  the  best  walks  to  the  senior 
beggiLTB  in  rotatioa.  There  is  an  Irishman  who  pretends  to  be  a 
sailor,  and  frequently  cuts  his  legs  to  excite  compouion  ;  he 
l>cgs  shoes  and  then  sells  thorn  ;  he  is  a  most  audacious  fellow,  and 
bus  several  limes  boon  imprisoned.  Another  man,  half  nuked, 
and  who  generally  appears  in  that  condition,  haa,  I  am  credibly 
informed,  aconsidcrable  sum  of  money  in  the  funds;  ho  taa  youn^ 
imin  with  a  long  beard;  he  frequently  has  flowore  in  hit)  hand, 
and  lirapSj  ho  will  not  act  with  tho  gang,  but  proaerres  hia  otfu 
independence,  and  is  one  of  the  greatost  boxora  in  St.  Sileo's.  t 
understand  that,  after  the  buainosa  of  Iho  day  ia  over,  they  fre- 
quent those  houaea  and  partake  of  the  bc«t  food  they  can  obtain  ; 
they  spend  tbcir  evenings  in  a  very  riotoua  manner ;  the  food 
that  is  given  them  by  benevolent  peraouit  they  do  not  eat,  but 
either  throw  it  away  or  give  it  to  the  doga.  Women  have  been 
liMtteQtly  known  to  uiwumo  an  appearance  of  pregnancy,  in  order 
toiACaio  child-bed  linen,  which,  in  many  casos,  they  have  douo 
^ijrill  ar  ISB  tunes  over.  I  know  a  sober  hackney-coach  man,  upon 
city  I  can  depend,  who  hnn  frequc^ntly  conveyed  beggars 
Ntr  lodg^iga ;  tnA  formerly,  when  he  plied  in  St.  GiWs,  has 
^kd  to  the  houses  I  before  mentioned,  to  take  them  from 
ktuw  to  intoxicatod  they  could  not  walk  home.  A  fact 
BBder  my  obaervation  of  a  peraon  in  Churles  Street, 
^Mw  who,  with  hi«  wife,  obtained  their  living  by  begging ; 
Im^ib;  »  benevolent  neighbour,  perceiving  she  bad  no 
furnished  her  with  tbom,  but  he  soon  found  they 
il.  T^  bedstead  was  cut  up  and  made  into  a  rabblt- 
ife  nasou  assigned  by  the  beggar  was  this :  that 
would  uc'casionally  vieit  them,  and  finding 
^il  mfthrr  bed  uor  bodsluad,  would  be  more  dieposod 
■^  ^asT ;  and  he  wished  to  appear  us  mean  aa  pos- 

tlf'  tbv  Strangers'  Friend  Society,  on  the  eastern 

QMigil  that  tbey  uwer  knew  uny  worthy  chu- 

ttk*  atR-ets  begging.      I  liuvo  known  several 

^y»   ubbiUiing    cuusiderablc    sums,   doily,   by 
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{.  About  two  inonllis  ago  some  vliildren  in  Russell  Square 
my  atteatioTi ;  I  inquired  particularly  into  their  history  ; 
kod  I  foiind  tlie  mother  supported  by  a  daughter,  a  girl  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  also  appeared  v«ry  dirty  and  oflfenaivc. 
The  girl  iuformed  me  she  bad  been  six  your^  engaged  in  bogging 
for  her  mother ;  that  on  some  days  she  gets  three  or  four  shillings, 
besides  coppers;  that  on  Chnslmas  Day  last  she  earned  four  shil- 
lings and  sixpence,  that  she  usually  gets  about  eighteen  pence  u 
day.  I  inquired  of  the  mother  whcthor  the  child  had  any  instruc- 
tion ;  she  said  she  had  not,  and  »)ic  gavo  as  the  reason  th»t  she 
hod  no  8uit4)blc  clothes  to  go  to  school  in.  The  mother  woa  fur- 
nished -with  money  to  procure  suitable  clothing,  and  tho  child  was 
sent  to  the  Sunday  school  in  Brury  Lane,  which  *ho  attended 
two  or  three  Sundays ;  but,  like  many  other  similar  cases,  she 
then  absented  herself. 

"A  boy,  ngedfiftoen  years,  was  placed  by  his  mother  by  the  wall 
near  Whiteohapel  workhouse.  Ou  application  to  the  mother, 
entreating  her  to  let  him  be  taken  into  the  workhouse,  she  would 
not  consent  unless  they  would  allow  her  36«.  or  38«.  a  week,  as, 
she  stated,  that  upoTi  an  average  was  but  a  part  of  his  gains.  The 
Society  well  knew  a  negro  beggar,  who,  about  two  ycors  Fiince, 
usL-d  to  stand  by  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Kobineon's  tea  warehouse, 
neur  Finsbury  Square,  who  has  retired  to  the  "West  Indies,  with  a 
fortune,  it  was  supposed,  of  about  £l,-;00  obtained  by  thin  way  uf 
Hfo." 

Mr.  S.  Roberta,  watch- house- keeper,  Bioomsbury,  said :  "  My 
opinion  is,  that  u  great  number  of  the  beggars  who  go  about  are  not 
in  distress,  that  they  arc  impostors :  I  Viuvc  knowledge  of  one  muu 
in  particular,  that  goes  about  and  pretends  to  bo  in.  Jits  in  the 
street :  be  chews  soap,  and  has  been  taken  sevorul  timet;  in  impos- 
ing upon  ]>eoplo ;  he  was  taken  in  Lincoln's- inn -Fields  about  a 
forlnight  ago,  and  coniniittcd  for  a  month:  hiii.  numc  is  John 
Collins;  ho  lb  known  by  tho  beadles  by  the  name  of  the  soup- 
eater.  There  is  another,  a  woman,  a  good  deul  in  Lin  coin's- inn- 
Fields,  of  the  name  of  Anno  Phillips ;  she  has  been  passed  to  8t. 
Sepulchre's  a  number  of  times,  but  it  is  impo-ssibie  to  keep  her 
away  from  that  neighbiiurhoo<l.  There  is  a  little  black  mon  who 
has  frequently  been  brought  into  the  watth-house  for  begging.  T 
have  Been  him  havoal)ag  with  silver,  and  another  bag  with  copper; 
Mid  at  other  times  he  has  cuuie  to  fetch   me  to  take  up  people 
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who  hare  robbed  hiia  of  u  greut  deut  of  muuey,  as  bo  stated :  and 
I  bavo  been  told  at  the  publiu  hou«e  he  vould  Kpcnd  fifty  shillin^tf 
a  woek  for  hia  board,  he  would  opit  bia  own  goose  or  bis  oTcn 
ducks,  and  live  vpry  well." 

Mr.  Cooper,  connected  with  the  SpitalGelds  Itenevolcnt  Bocioty, 
slated  "that  in  Januarj',  February,  and  March,  1814,  the  Spiiul- 
ficlda  Society  was  culled  upon  for  very  particular  exertions.  A 
coramittco,  consisting  of  about  sixteen  persons,  yisitwi,  in  tbo 
course  of  those  three  mouths,  I  suppose  at  least  800  different 
families.  From  the  observations  1  made  upon  the  stau  of  poor 
families,  I  have  no  idea  at  all  that,  in  any  individual  case,  persons 
that  were  worthy  object*,  however,  distressed  they  were,  have  hud 
reeoume  to  Mreet  bepgiiig." 

Mr.  John  Daughtry,  in  the  samo  connection,  waa  tutked  whnt 
his  general  opiniun  waa  as  to  the  character  of  stri>«t-beggar3, 
derived  from  any  information  he  had  acquired. — "That  they  are 
idle  and  worthless  ;  the  Tiailors  of  the  Spilalfieldn  Benevolent 
Society,  with  which  I  am  connected,  having  been  Inl  to  adopt  as 
a  maxim,  '  That  strect^bcggars  are,  with  very  few  exception*,  so 
utterly  worthleiut  and  incorrigible,  oa  to  bo  undeserving  the  atten- 
tion of  guch  o  Society.'  X  would  beg  to  state  as  a  general  obtfer- 
vutiun,  that,  when  persons  ore  by  any  means  driven  to  the  pruottco 
of  aircot  begging,  their  characters  become  so  depraved,  that  they 
ore  aoldum  of  any  use  to  society  or  their  iamOioe  afterwards ;  they 
generally  become  openly  depraved  and  immoral  to  a  verj*  great 
degree.  But  tho  instances  in  which  worthy,  honcat,  industrious, 
pereons  have  recourse  to  begging,  are  extremely  rare ;  they  will 
iu  general  rather  stervo  than  bog.  A  person  of  veracity,  nlm 
aomc  time  ago  visited  I,tiOO  poor  families  in  the  uoighbourhood  of 
Spitiilfittlda,  atlirms  that  out  of  300  ca^s  of  abject  poverty  and 
destitution,  and  at  least  100  of  literal  starvation,  nut  u  dozen  hod 
been  found  to  have  hod  recourse  to  begging  :  many  of  the  most 
wretcheil  of  the  above  cilscs  bad  been  not  long  before  uble  to  sup- 
port  themselves  in  some  comfort,  but  want  of  employ  Lad  oom- 
pktely  ruined  them  ;  Ihey  were  at  that  moment  proased  by  lund- 
lor»l,  baker,  and  tux-galhcrer ;  had  pawiicvl  and  sold  everything 
that  could  be  turned  into  nxmey  ;  were  u)>milutely  without  a  morsel 
of  food  for  themselves  or  fiunily  ;  but  fttill  had  not  had  recourse 
to  begging.  Ah  a  gcnc-rul  fuct,  the  decent  poor  will  struggle 
lo  the  uttennoAt,  and  even  peri«h,  rather  than  torn  beggar». 
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'*  After  norno  of  the  preceding  observation*,  it  need  flcarcelv  he 
Rtuted,  thrtt  the  class  of  pcraoos  under  consideration  is  hclicred 
to  coiisiHt  almost  exclusively  of  the  idle  and  proflif;ato,  the  greater 
piirt  dopmvod  and  abandoned  beyond  description,  only  le«8 
vicioQS  and  injurious  to  society  than  profeued  thieves  und  house- 
breakers, la  moat  cnsec,  idleneM  and  hypocrisy  are  so  wrought 
into  iheir  natures,  ihat  they  are  ubsolutely  incurable.  Living  by 
hourly  deception,  t/iq/  hare  t&u  character  t/iHH  eren  t/iki-rs,  and  ore 
more  hopeless  as  to  mortiL  reformation  :  they  are  known  to  he  too 
idk  eren  to  beg  tcfien  iheit  hare  a  HhUlmff  hfi  to  9prnf{,  or  can  find  s 
public-houso  or  chandler's  shop  that  will  trust  them." 

Mr.  AVilliam  Uitle,of  SpitalfieldH,  said:  "I  have  known  instances 

of  my  own  work  people  who  have  \ci\  good  looms  o£  work  to  go 

out  begging.     Some  time  back,  in  Old  Broad  Street,  leading  to 

the  Royal  Exchange,  where  (here  are  a  number  of  merchant*  who 

walk  about  four  o'clock  towards  the  Exchange,  coming  towartU 

Sjiitaltiolds  I  met  a  woman,  us  1  was  crossing  the  street  in  a  hurry ; 

the  htul  an  inlimt  in  her  arms,  and  askod  charity  ;  I  looked  her 

in  Iho  face,  and  aho  was  very  much  confused  ;  she  and  her  hu^bund 

worked  for  me  at  the  time ;  he  bad  a  good  loom's  work,  and  she 

ailk-winding,  which  I  was  at  the  time  very  much  in  want  of. 

"There  was  a  woman  who  uficd  to  go  to  a  chapel  in  the  City  Rood, 

<  alio  said  :  one  of  our  overApers  was  roming  out  tn  the  evening 

wrrice,  when   he  heord  a  voice, '  Pray,  remember  a  poor 

blind  child;    have  pity  on  a  poor  blind  child.'      Knowing  the 

voice,  he  turned  round,  and   recognized  her  to  be  one  of  our 

paup«r9,  who   had   borrowed   or  hired  this  blind  child  for  iho 

purpose  of  exciting  pity  ;  for  it  is  a  very  common  thing  for  them 

to  hire  or  borrow  children  to  go  out  begging;  und  if  you  meet 

with  u  woman  who  appears  to  hare  twin«,  in  nincty-uine  cases 

out  of  a  hundred  they  are  not  her  own,  or  not  both  her  own.     / 

hatv  kiioicn  o  trot/tan  int/or  ten  yeart  trifh  ficim;  fhei/ uttfr  e^eetled 

the  name  age.     i?omo,who  are  well  practised  in  the  art  of  begging, 

will  collect  three,  four,  or  five  children,  from  different  part-nls  of 

the  lower  olnss  of  people,  and  will  give  those  parents  sixpence  or 

even  more  per  day  for  those  children  to  go  begging  with  ;  they 

go  in  those  kind  of  gangs,  und  make  a  vrry  great  noise,  setting 

the  children  Bumutimos  crying  in  order  to  extort  charity  from  the 

people.     Uany  children  also  are  sent  out  by  their  parents  as  soon 

as  it  ta  possible  for  them  to  extort  relief,  und  distributed  about. 
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One  perhaps  lafce*  a  broom  ;  and  if  they  ilo  not  bring  homo  more 
or  less,  accurding  to  their  siisR,  thpy  aro  beaten  for  it.  A  fdinily 
is  the  greatest  resource  of  Kuch  peranns. 

"  Some  mcndicBtitfl  employ  a  certain  portion  of  their  time  in 
finding  out  the  committee-da js  of  the  respective  parishes,  whvu 
they  meet  and  relieve  their  out-door  poor;  and  it  i»  very  well 
known  they  go  to  one  vestrv  on  a  Monday,  n  second  on  Tuesday, 
and  a  third  on  Wcdneswlay,  and  so  on.  They  will  lull  auch  talus 
of  distress,  which  appear  so  interesting  to  gentlemen  not  deeply 
versed  in  their  duplicity,  that  they  are  sure  to  gain  upon  their 
feelings,  and  they  get  Is.  or  Is.  Gd.  or  29.  6d.  from  each." 

Mr.  G.  n.  Halme,  of  St. 'John's,  WestraiQ8tcr,8atd:  "Going  along- 
tht'Uigb  Street,  Borough,  Isawanuniberof  persons,  whom,  by  their 
sppeurumie,  I  knew  to  be  itinerant  beggnrs,  travelling  by  passes. 
Observing  a  man  and  bis  fsraily  divide,  close  to  the  church,  and       ^ 
the  woman  take  n  puss  out  of  her  pocket,  I  guessed  the  humneea^^H 
th«y  were  upon  ;  and,  on  paying  a  little  atttiDtiou  to  tbcir  further^' 
proceedings,  found  this  family  wore  making  use  of  two  pas&cs  ;  the 
woman  wuiit  into  the  shop  where  one  of  the  overseers  resided^ 
taking   with   her  all   the   cbildren ;    and   the  man   wont  aftor- 
vards  with  some  of  them ;   by  which   means  they  got  double 
allowance." 

M  r.  dale  was  asked,  "  MMiat  is  your  opinion  of  the  best  means  to 
prevent  mendicity  P"  "To  take  every  possible  mouna  of  informing 
the  public  of  what  dewripttun  theao  individuals  are,  and  their 
sheer  depravity  ;  that  they  are  not  dt  objects  of  their  benevolence ; 
thnt  in  no  instance  s/toulti  an  indifidaat  gite  anytking  to  a  per/ton  that 
appfu'^  to  him  ii*  the  sfrfet^.  But  the  advantages  ari-ting  from 
begging  are  such  a  temptation  to  the  idle  poor,  not  willing  to 
work,  that  they  would  sooner  be  imprisoned  three  months  in  thtt 
year,  than  bo  deterred  from  the  practice  of  begging  the  other 
nine." 

The  following  evidence  was  given  with  regard  to  the  earnings 
of  beggars : — 

Mr.  Philip  Holdsworth  the  senior  Oity  Marshal  stated  :  "  One 
oflic«r,  the  week  before  last,  in  taking  up  a  suilur  whoso  dog 
carries  his  hat  was  seriously  hurt  by  the  populace.  We  proved 
on  the  average  that  that  man  with  hi^  dog  got  thirty  shit- 
lings  a  day ;  that  was  proved  by  his  own  assertion  when  in 
Bridewell." 
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Mr.  John  Cooper,  calico  printer,  8,  Queen  St.,  Cbeapaide,  uid  : 
"A  female  on  being  remoitstrutod  with  for  pursuing  Auch  a  oourw, 
Mated  that  it  wm  a  had  atrect  that  would  not  produce  a  penny, 
and  that  ahe  could  travel  sixty  of  those  in  a  day;  that  that 
therefore  was  a  better  livelihood  than  uny  other  she  could 
roUow." 

Samuel  Roberts,  watch-house  keeper  of  St.  Giles's,  stated  :  "  IIo 
had  heard  some  of  them  s»y  it  was  a  poor  day  they  could  not  go 
through  forty  streets  ;  and  it  was  a  poor  street  that  would  not 
tarn  out  twopence." 

John  Furzinan,  round-house  keeper  in  St.  Giles 's,  said  "Ho  had 
oiitny  times  beard  thorn  say,  that  it  is  a  very  bad  day  if  thoy  do 
not  get  eight  shillings,  and  more  than  that." 

The  following  estimate  of  the  number  of  metropolitnn  beggars 
■od  thsir  comingfl  vaa  prcsontod  to  tho  commicoo  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Uartiii. 

I,  Parochial  ImiivrDUAi-a. 

«■  of  Home  PoTubee  ;  jodujiive  of  ubout  4.152  cLildtvti,  about  .  6,693 
t.  of  Dutaat  Parulm  ;  incluxivv  of  about  1,4G7  cbildreu,  about .  S.U04 

TV>tft1  ParocbutI  Childnn,  about    .        .  .3,619 

Total  Parwbud  In«)ivi<luala,  nbuut 9,297 

II.  NoK-P^JtocniAL  Ikoividu&u. 

a.  [ritb  :  inclusira  oTaliimt  3.973  children,  about                          .  5,310 

b.  Scotch  ;  indiuivcof  at>ouc  3f>!f  rhildreti,  about                 .        .  504 
c  Purdgi).  indutire  of  Sichiidren.  aboat 177 

ToUl  N'oD-Farocliial  Children  about    .        .        .  3,669 

Tot*]  Non-Parocbial  IiitU%Hdual«,  about        ....  6,901 

Tula)  CtiildrvQ  about 8,288 

Tot>l  Individuals  about 16,268 

And  the  groaa  amount  of  the  sums  anaually  extorted  from  tho 
public  by  their  importunities  cannot  he  computed  at  a  lower  esti- 
mato  than  what  is  alatoiuMff  necMmnj  for  the  mainienance  of  such. 
a  body  of  people,  although  in  beggary. 

For  6,000  grouQ  p«r»oi)s,  at  fid.  a  day  each,  lodgings  and 

clotbca,  iticlu«[ve ;CM,7dO    0  0 

„  B,288  Cbildnn,  at  3d.  a  day  each,  clothes  inclusiTe        .     42,376  10  0 

Aboat  16,^  Indtviduata,  at  a  (^roea  annual  expciuG  of  aboQt    .  .£97.120  10  0 


It  appears  by   the  evidence  of  the  person  who  contracta  for 
oftrn'ing  Tagranta  in  and  through  the  county  of  Middlesex  that 
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lie  has  jMtssed  as  many  as  13,000  or  13,000  in  a  year;*  but  no 
estimate  can  be  formed  from  that,  aa  many  of  them  are  passed 
aevcral  timea  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

In  1817  a  select  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Poor  Laws  ;  from  the  evidence  taken  before  this 
comm)tt«e  we  gather  some  instructive  evidence  regarding  Irish 
vagmnta  in  the  meti-o]>olts. 

John  Smith,  one  of  the  beadles  of  St.  Giles's  parish,  stated  that 
he  conceived  it  would  be  a  great  relief  if  the  Irish  could  be  sent 
to  their  own  country.  Tliey  go  into  a  cheap  lodging-house  that 
leta  out  lodgings  at  twopence,  threepence,  and  fourpvnce  a  night, 
where  they  are  accommodated  if  they  have  money,  the  people 
taking  gnod  care  not  to  do  it  if  they  Imve  not.  Then  the  next 
day  if  lliey  have  no  more  money,  "  Go  down  to  the  workhouse, 
and  you  will  get  relieved."  It  is  possible  the  beadle  is  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  circum!itance!> :  if  he  goes  to  the  landlord,  the 
landlord  will  coincide  with  the  man  if  he  says  be  has  been  in  the 
parish  a  fortnight  or  a  month,  though  he  bos  not  been  there  n 
night.  When  they  hitvo  run  a  week's  rent,  and  aro  not  able  to 
pay  their  lodgings,  tbey  are  sent  down  to  the  Board ;  if  eighteen- 
pence  or  two  sbilling*  is  giren  the  landlord  is  ready  to  take  it : 
the  poor  people  are  not  the  better  for  il,  except  by  being  allowed 
to  stay  a  wrek  longer.  The  wife  will  come  on  the  Board  day; 
she  will  get  her  monny  regularly  at  the  Board,  and  the  husband 
will  come  af^erwiirds  and  get  relieved  too.  They  wnnder  into  the 
parish,  flnd  gain  nn  settlement  there,  hut  stay  as  long  as  they 
can  get  a  shilling  ;  some  of  them  will  hardly  move  about  to  look 
after  work.  Among  the  casual  poor  there  nre  some  who  prartise 
these  deceptions,  who  get  double  and  treble  «hat  other  respect- 
able people  do;  if  they  go  to  inquire,  they  may  dad  a  bed  of 
straw,  and  their  clothe*  all  rags — all  appearance  of  distress.  Satur- 
day night  comes,  and  the  husband  brings  home  a  guinea,  and  the 
wife  will  perhaps  get  five  or  six  shillings  a  week  more,  but  it  is  all 
gone  on  theSundiiy  in  insking  merry  ;  and  ihon  by  Monday  morn- 
ing they  buve  nothing  left,  and  tbey  live  upon  a  potutoe  and  a 
herring,  or  anything  during  the  week,  and  the  children  are  deserted. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  if  there  was  a  power  of  remuviug  these 
people,  on  their  becoming  i'}iargt>uble,  it  would  get  rid  of  a  great 
Weight  on  the  parish  ;  but  he  has  found  that  a  woman  has  been 
•  At  an  average  eo*\  per  head  of  6J«I,  to  "d. 
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draving  relief  from  tlu-ir  pariah  who  has  been  living  at  Bow,  and 
ber  husband  has  been  receiving  money  for  working  at  a  eoup 
manufsotory  at  Bow,  at  a  guinea  a  week.  Many  coaos  of  thut 
kind  hare  occorred.  He  is  of  opinion  that  a  large  portioa  of 
those  people  could  gain  a  livelihood  if  they  were  disposed.  Tin>j 
might  live  very  comfortablr,  and  the  pariah  would  not  be 
burthencd  in  the  manner  it  ie. 

To  meet  this  state  of  things  a  clauae  was  inserted  in  the  6d  Geo. 
ni.,  c.  12  (March,  31,  1819),  which  recites  "that  poor  persons, 
bom  in  Scotlatut  and  Jrelaml,  and  iii  the  isles  of  Man,  Jersey,  and 
Gut^nsftj,  frequently  becotae  chargeable  to  parishes  in  England, 
and  no  provision  is  made  for  the  reinoral  of  any  Buoh  poor  person, 
unless  be  shall  have  committed  some  act  of  vagrancy,  and  shall 
be  adjudged  a  rogue  and  vagabond,  and  that  no  person  so  adjudged 
ran  be  lawfully  removed  without  having  been  first  publicly 
whipped  or  imprisoned  in  the  House  of  Correction  ; "  it  then 
authorises  justices  to  puss  such  persona  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
17  Geo.  II.,  c.  d,  without  their  having  been  first  whipped  and 
iiDpriaoned.  Regarding  rogues  and  vagabonds  bom  in  Seotiand, 
Ireland,  or  the  isles  of  Man,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey,  it  also  authorises 
the  justicea  to  exercise  their  discretion,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  to  whipping  or  imprisoning  them  prior  to 
llcir  removal. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


1820—1837. 


Aeeenim  nf  Oeorgo  IV.  — Rnnort  nf  tlie  ?«1ect  CammitLeeoriKSl  oti  Vo^nuicy 
^Reriewof  pi«vlou«lv{;iiilation^Abuiw«  UilvmU-iJ  itixl  fniuij*  (tracttitw]^ 
Couaage  ana  tmnA  connw-twi  vitU  the  sysMro  nf  convpyani'*  liv  pasB — 
Nombw  of  vasranta  passed  from  1W^7  lo  1S:»— V^jniul  A<;1  'jf  IBiS — Th« 
exislir);  V«grant  Art  uid  lln»  Aililition^  niOi'le  to  it — Irish  and  Hrotch 
VKgisntB  in  Eagland,  sod  tbu  cost  of  their  r«inov«] — The  Poor  Law 
Atiicntlmcnt    A<'t    of  MiS4 — Abuse*    connected    vrilh    the   reniomil    of 

The  lower  or<!ers  were  in  a  disturbed  condition  on  the  nccewion 
of  George  IV..  both  from  political  causes  nnd  from  the  stagnation 
of  trade.  Tbe  SpaficldB  Riots,  oocaslonod  by  a  meoting  of  dis- 
treaaed  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  had  occurred  in  181fl,  and 
a  bread  not  had  taken  place  nt  Bridport  in  the  same  yoar.  The 
'windows  of  the  Prince  Kegent's  carriage  were  broken  bj  misnUes 
on  hia  return  from  o[i€nin}>  Piirlimnont  in  1817,  and  in  conae- 
quence  of  the  allugc-d  diHuffuctiou  of  large  bcKliet)  of  the  people 
repressive  measures  were  patwed  through  Parliament,  giving  the 
executivo  amongst  other  thiti^  the  right  of  imprisonment  with- 
out trial.  This  was  inmiefliately  followed  by  the  "  Blaiiketeer" 
riot  at  Manchester  and  another  in  Derbyshire.  In  I  SI  9  come 
the '*  Peterloo  "  Riot,  and  in  1830  the  Cato  Street  Con^pimcy. 
All  of  tJiese  diHurbancoe  being  naturally  favourable  to  the  spread 
of  vagrancy  and  vagabondism. 

In  1821  anntber  Select  Committee  wan  appointed  to  consider  the 
existing  laws  relating  to  vagrants.  The  report  of  this  t^Dmmittec 
is  instractive  as  to  the  abuses  then  prevailing.     It  says : — 

"  An  attempt  was  made  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  to  sim- 
plify the  then  existing  lews  upon  this  subject,  which  produced  the 
Genera]  Act  of  17  George  II.,  c.  5.  But  this  Act  has  since  been 
found  to  be  extrcniclv  loose  in  its  definitions  and  enactments,  and 
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m  seven.}  of  I'ta  provisious  of  very  doubtful  iiitcrfdment ;  arnl  the 
difficulties  thence  arising  huvo  been  abundantly  increoscd  by  iho 
addition  of  eighteen  Btatutca*  since  passed,  all  bearing  more  or 
upon  the  sumu  subject. 

"  The  inad«[uacy  of  these  Acts  lo  ott^iin  their  ohject,  nuiuo- 
rous  us  they  are,  is  clear  rrotu  the  incre-usiug  number  of  ragranta, 
and  the  enormous  expense  annuully  incurred  by  dilTeront  countiea 
in  their  upprt^heusioo,  mainteimuce,  and  cciuveyaiice  by  pass. 

"The  abuses  tolerated  and  the  frauds  practised  under  those 
laws  have  been  unquestionably  proved  by  the  evidence  which  has 
been  taken  before  your  Committee,  and  are  in  fact  but  too  general 
Bud  notorious. 

"  Tho  county  reward  of  lOs.,  at  present  payable,  has  in  ttome 
instances  converted  tho  apprehension  of  vagrants  into  a  regular 
trade,  eo  disgraceful  in  nil  its  branches  lut  even  to  prevent  the 
more  respectable  constables  from  interfering  with  vagrants,  from 
ft  dread  of  sharing  the  obloquy  attached  to  their  approhensiun. 
It  ta  in  evidence  that  it  has  led  to  a  system  of  collusion  between 
the  apprehendcr  and  the  vagrant,  and  that  the  latter  has  volun- 
tarily entered,  or  been  invited,  into  the  district  of  the  former,  and 
orcn  boen  bribed  to  commit  an  act  of  vagrancy  with  the  view  of 
procuring  the  reward  of  10s..  which  in  some  coses  has  actually 
been  divided  between  the  parties. 

"  The  threat  of  commitment  has  lost  its  terror.  The  vagrant 
himself,  so  far  from  shrinking,  throws  himself  in  the  way  of  it,  is 
apparently  solicitous  for  it,  and  in  fact  st«ps  forward  as  a  volun- 
t«ir  for  prison. 

"Tiio  system  of  conveyance  by  pa-sa  has  been  found  to  be  one  of 
inufhcienuy,  cozenage,  and  fraud ;  it  is  in  completo  cousoiiunce 
with  the  wondering  habits  of  vagrants,  and  is  made  a  mutter  of 
tnide.  Their  returns  to  the  same  place  are  frequent,  uud  some 
of  them  within  periods  which  evidently  show  that  they  could  not 
bftve  reached  their  parishes.  From  tlio  uccotumodatiou  alTordod 
by  the  law  as  it  stands,  or  at  least  by  the  administration  of  it  as 
now  enforced,  a  vagrant  is  enabled  lo  migrulu  at  the  expense  of 
the  public,  by  putting  himself  in  tho  way  of  upprirliensiou,  und  he 
tliui  obtains  a  pleasurable  jaunt  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom  he 

•  TTip  list  of  rtatuta  h&nded  in  by  Iho  chainnari  cnniin'mt»«  Mitrun  only, 
tie  ft-il  i)iini)>cr  being  tweiiiy-tu-o,  Thfl  HtatutPB  omilletl  fnmi  tlm  Itsl  «r« 
SH  Oe4i.  I].,  c  19  ;  0  Oo.  UL,  c.  48  ;  »  Oeo.  III.,  c  41  -,  22  Gw.  Ill,  c.  S3  . 


ut. 


c.  IrtI  ;  42 Geo.  III.,  c.  lift. 
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may  chooac.  If  during  hie  proj^rcra  he  vishcB  to  change  com- 
pany or  vary  his  route,  no  impediment  prcvcata  him,  it  being 
uiulorstood  equally  by  the  offender  and  the  officer  who  haa  him  in 
charge,  that  he  is  under  no  control.  Ho  haa  hia  summer  and  his 
winter  hauntA,  to  which  ho  repairs  at  atate<l  periods  ;  and  he  hu 
been  known  to  remark,  ■  Why  should  I  work  for  1«.  or  la.  6d.  a 
day.  while  I  con  bo  thus  amused  with  Kcoing  and  laughing  at  the 
labours  of  others?*  It  would  be  irrational  to  expect  the  activa 
services  of  a  man  who,  supposing  him  to  have  a  v/ife  and  four 
children,  uould  be  in  some  «i(w^i>«  conreyed  Ji^te  of  expense,  and  in 
«  state  of  perfect  indolence,  with  an  allowance  of  £1  ISn.  fid.  per 
week  from  the  county  Htock.  Under  such  a  course  of  proceeding 
the  country  is  plundered,  the  law  is  violated,  and  it«  object 
unattained  ;  for  in  a  majority  of  cases  it  ie  fairly  to  be  presumed 
that  the  Tagranl  seldom  reaches  the  parishes  to  which  he  teaiisf 
behngi,  and  if  he  does  he  is  mrely,  if  ever,  deluined  there  by  the 
parish  officfrs. 

"  The  short  periods  of  confinement  for  which  most  vagrants  are 
committed,  opei-ato  rather  as  a  bounty  upon  delinquency  tfaiin  an 
uutual  i-huntiHemt-nt.  And  what  iLulaw  inteudfd  as  a  piininhiiu-nt 
has  in  many  iui^tances  been  contemplated  not  merely  with  indif- 
ference, but  with  suCisfuctiou.  The  further  punishment  authorised 
by  the  law  upon  a  repetition  of  the  ollence  is  generally  prevented 
by  the  noii-atteudimce  of  either  prosecutor  or  witnossos  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions.  The  constables  have  observed  that  it  would  he 
folly  to  get  u  man  committed  for  sis  months  when  he  is  so  likol; 
within  that  time  to  give  them  the  moans  of  earning  a^iother  lOe., 
and  very  few,  if  any,  iostancos  arc  to  be  found  (in  London)  of 
rogues  and  vagabonds  having  been  prosecuted  at  the  scasions, 
until  the  eBtablishmcnt  of  that  usoiul  institution, '  The  Mendicity 
Society.' " 

In  his  evidence  before  this  Oomroitti>o,  Sir.  Thoma*  Davit  uj^H 
that  he  has  happened  to  be  prcsrcnt  when  many  of  these  vagrants^l 
fasve  been  searched,  and  has  known  instances  where  they  have  had 
£20  or  £30  about  them  at  a  time.  He  means  the  Irish  particu- 
larly, and  no  others.  With  rctpect  to  the  £20  or  £^0  which  he 
bus  seen  about  them,  it  has  been  in  silver  or  notes;  in  difibrent 
ways  it  is  aU  locked  up  in  their  boxes  and  in  their  little  concerns; 
some  of  them  have  a  groat  deal  of  money.  The  Scotch  vagrants 
Hre  as  bad  as  the  Irish  vagrants ;  they  are  very  shy  about  their 
inoaey ;  they  will  not  tcU  him  much  uUmt  it.     ThoHe  [jcrsona 
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wlo  bftve  money  go  Lome  for  good  ;  tboy  do  aot  return.  Tboy 
ride  home  fre«  of  expense  witb  &1I  tbeir  liulo  mutturs.  Hu  baudud 
in  the  following  atut«mcut : — 


Number  of  vuktiuiu  jiomik)  frum  The  yeai 

imp?  tu  IWIH  ainuuntnl  aul>-  to       .         .        .            fi40 

ISOe  „  18O0 

0»i 

_                 llHi9  „  IHIO        „            „ 

7*1 

■                l&iO  „  I8II                      „ 

0!£i 

■           1811  „  mi 

I,U14 

■                1&13  „  1813         „            „ 

U^i 

■                1813  „  1814 

1,»73 

■                181-1  „  I8IA 

%^3r4a 

■                1815  „  1816 

iJHH 

■                I81«  „  1«1T 

a,4S» 

■                1S17  „  11*18 

S.401 

■                  lttl8  „   IttiU 

&,HM 

^               1B19  „  1820 

€.689 

^^^P                Total  paued  tu  the  abu 

vt  yun 

33,9l<ft 

Mr.  TAomiM  Daei*  was  a  contractor  for  the  removal  of  vagrants 
to  the  borden  of  Middlesex,  and  hud  boen  ao  for  fourteen  years. 
He  received  at  first  £250  a  year,  which  was  afterwards  udvauced 
to  JCZoO  i  in  addition,  he  received  6d.  a  day  for  the  mainteuanve 
of  DBcb  Tsgnmt  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  days.  Ho  kept 
four  receiving'hou^es,  one  at  Kgham,  one  at  CoLnbtook,  one  al 
Kidgo,  and  one  at  Cbcshuut,  for  which  be  paid  aix  giiiiieaa  a 
year  each.  His  cstubUsbmcnt  consisted  of  seven  hor^uei,  four  men 
and  a  boy,  thi'oo  carts  and  two  covered  vans. 

O,  B-  Mtiinufirinff,  E«q.>  acting  mugietrato  of  the  county  of 
Uiddlusex,  said : — 

The  amount  paid  an  t«o-«billing  re»-anla  b,r  tbe  County  of  Mid- 
■llcMM  in  tht  jL-ar  189)  waa  IBbti,  wbich  givM  a  number  of 
TsgnuiU  appreheudvd  of  1,072 
Tak»  thMc  1,972,  without  coritiiterin;;  tltOAC  not  ApprchondGd,  as 
rxdliii);  a  doily  coiiiribatioii  of  o.c  leaat  €d.  per  duy,  or  £t\ 
ua  anniini,  i^acb  uii  an  vTcniKc;  (ixcluBive  of  what  they  nisy 
nave  ncvived  &um  parUh  o&uen  m  cutiual  nlifr)  tusy  bo 

aiCiniatedat X17.748 

Bewards  ior  oppiebensioQ 98S 

EtyiBDWi  of  paMinK,  *u)»iat«nc«,  &c.,  paid 1,4S9 

Aa  each  vagrant  vu  confined  ono  wi-vk  in  ibc  Houm  of  Correction 

ixvriondy  Ut  \mxi^  puMwd,  1,U72,  my,  at  2a.  6d.  per  week  S46 

Eitimated  present  annual  upente  in  Middlesex,  eicluaivc  of  wage* 

of  parochial  officets /3n,4n9 

Mr.  Cfirtwright,  a  member  of  the  oammittco,  delivered  in  the 
following  statement.     A  return  of  the  number  of  vagrants  passed 
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through  the  county  of  North ainjiton  for  the  quarter  ending  at 
CUristmas,  1820  ; — • 

Total  nunilier  of  paM^ii 446 

Ditto  of  in<1iviilii«U  pnssud  .  .  686 
DitLO        of  Kingle  meu  ....     S7Q 

Cost  to  the  county  £3&3  I*.  8d. 

Of  thoso  posses  149  were  to  Ireland,  ooutainiog  211  individuaU. 
of  whom  i)3  were  single  men. 

In  Ihi!  returns  for  the  years  1772,  1773,  177'1,  the  expenses 
incurred  in  passing  vagrants  through  this  county  in  those  yeum 
an  atatorl  to  be  £377  lOs.  2d.,  £!U  -Oa.  (id.,  und  £38!}  I  Is.'  lO.l. 
respectively.  In  a  little  Ies«  than  hull'  a  century  the  oxpiuiKo  hud 
therefore  increased  nearly  fourfold. 

The  (-hnirmuQ  delivcrc<l  in  a  return  of  all  vagrants  pnased  trom 
LiveriKKjl  to  Ireland  from  the  year  1814  to  the  year  1820,  both 
incluitive : — 


From  Jaa.,    lSt-1,  to  June,  Ifill 

„  Jhh',  IHU,  to  .Iiiiic,  181.'^ 

„  June,  l^tl.\  to  Jiiiiu,  1«16 

„  JuiK".  IMB.  lu  Mbv,  1SI7 

„  MuT.  1817,  to  Jiiiie,  IMS 

„  June-,  IKI^  Itt  Juitc,  181!> 

„  Jun^,  lt*lt»,  tu  June,  l«Jl) 

„  June,  1&£0,  ivJau.,  lti£l 


Total 


i.rm 

4,S<)4 
ft^67 
«,0ft4 
6,4M 
6,637 
(;.I4« 
2.897 

311,413 


(Signed)  R.  Craubrrs, 

^H>iiia»ter,  Liverpool. 

Tfa  diairman  read  the  following  extraot  from  a  letter  from  Mr. 

■iu«»  wcretary  to  the  committee  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy 

eSmU.  dated  April  22iid,  l.S;>l  :— 

'•I  tUak  alwut  the  tiiiio  we  beg-.m  the  office,  the  vagrants  in 

had  Iwcu  reckoned  at  60,000  (and  the  increase  in  the 

■fined  by  the  overseers  between   1816  and  1817  was 

3/234  to  0,050),  and  that  they  were  supposed  on 

■■■^  te  eoUeot  in  nioucy,  cxcluiiive  of  clothes,  £60  a  year 

.^teoii,  &«n  the  scenes  of  drunkenneAs  tn  the  8tr>tM*t8  uud  in 

of  the  lodging-hou»t%  does  not  appear  to  me  to 

wtimatt:  these  sum^i  multiplied  give  £:], 000,000 ! ! 

tbife  qofld^r,  I  think  it  under-rated,  fur  no  one  can 

«(  tlu  TBgrants  in  England  would  pass  and 

Ett^  ooone  of  a  year.     <.>f  thiij  (;o.000  I  sup- 
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pose  oTie-thtrd  might  be  Irish  and  Scotch,  who  have  no  claim  for 
parochial  maintenance ;  but  even  stipposirig  the  whole  (10,000  to 
belong  to  England,  and  that  by  the  general  refiisiJ  of  relief, 
except  at  Tagrant  offices,  they  could  be  driven  to  their  setllo 
■jnents,  and  allowing  3s.  4d.  a  head  weclcly  for  pnrochiiil  muin- 

mce,  or  one-sLxth  of  their  gains,  the  amount  would  be 
£500,000,  leaving  a  balance  of  .£"2,500,000 ! !  even  supposing  they 
were  kept  in  a  stale  of  idleuee« ;  but  if  employed  in  almost  any 
kind  of  labour,  the  value  uf  that  labour  ought  to  be  equal  to  their 
maiutenauce,  which  would  leave  a  balance  of  £3,000,000. 

"The  eitualiuu  of  children  brought  up  in  vagrancy  and  men- 
dicitr  struck  me  b«  beiug  truly  dvploniblu.  Perhaps  out  of  00,000 
about  lo.OOO  or  10,000  may  he  reckoned  as  under  fifteen  yuari«  of 
j»ge:  from  thewuiideriug  and  dissolute  lives  of  tboir  pureut*  they  can 
ive  no  mt-'uus  of  instruction  ;  bred  up  in  lying,  duceit,  and  every 
kind  of  art  uud  trick  to  excite  or  extort  charity  ;  exposed  lo  all 
the  horrors  of  the  common  lodging-housee;:  their  parenta  without 
the  means  or  inclination  to  put  them  out  to  leiim  any  honest  trade, 
and  if  they  had,  who  would  receive  the  children  fresh  from  the 
habit's  of  vagrancy  into  their  employ  Y  And  with  little  iucUuatioa 
to  Ubour  thomaclves,  what  chance  is  left  for  theso  unfortimato 
children  (obout  1,500  of  whom  may  be  thrown  on  the  publio 
annually)  hut.  to  continue  the  vagabond  life  they  have  been 
brought  up  to,  and  increasing  by  marriage,  or  most  likely  with- 
out it,  the  number  of  vagahondn,  or  to  seek  thctr  fortnnea  in  large 
towns,  or  in  the  metropolis  (where  eo  many  temptations  abound). 
and  swell  the  list  of  juvenile  offcndcra  m  loudly  complained 
of?  .  .  . 

"  The  unfortunate  blind,  objects  of  the  greatest  umpanaion,  and 
who  ought  to  have  everj-  attention  paid  to  them  at  their  own. 
Bottlcmcnta,  and  who,  I  believe,  by  the  care  and  att.ention  of  their 
I  noighhours  and  parish  officers,  would  never  be  suffered  to  want 
'anything  that  could  add  to  their  real  comfort,  are  too  often 
dragged  about  in  all  weathers  (indeed,  1  believe  the  worse  the 
weather  the  better  the  auccese),  for  the  soke  of  gratifying  the  gin- 
drinking  propeasllieB  of  their  wives  and  trulls.  What  used  to  be 
got  by  beggars  of  this  description  would  Bcarcoly  be  credited :  I 
have  frequently  seen  them  get  from  Od.  to  8d.  or  Is.  in  the  Btrect, 
in  the  course  of  five  minutes ;  and  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  no  blind  beggar  ever  got  less  in  this  town  than  a  guinea  b 
day,  and  on  market  days  ccnsidorahly  mure  ;  and  1  was  informed 
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by  a  respectable  lady,  that  a  few  days  before  n-c  began  Iho  ofiic« 
■be  saw  a  woman  who  attended  a  blind  beggar  take  three  guiuta^ 
wortb  of  copper,  at  one  time,  to  a  dhop  in  the  toft-n  to  get  chaiif 
for  more  portable  casb.     1  made  inquirie*  tbroug:b  the  town  sud 
KirkUud,  aad  found  that  there  vas  not  a  person  almost  who  ever  i 
refused  relief  to  the  blind,  and  that  the  poorer  cUiwea  frequentlj' 
borrowed  holfipeace  to  give  to  them,  and  thai  people  receiving 
parochial  relief  always  gave  their  mite.      I  have  reason  to  believe 
ibut  the  wumcn  who  go  about  with  the  bUnd  beggars  are  seldom' 
their  wives,  and  oileu  treat  them  improperly ;  and  know,  that  in 
the  curly  part  of  1818,  a  woman  who  attended  one  of  them  was 
even  beastly  drunk  throe  dillerent  times  in  one  day. 

"The  blind  beggars,  thoso  wanting  a  leg  or  arm,  who  havaj 
generally  peneion»  of  la.  a  day,  the  maimed,  and  thoitc  (and  there' 
is  no  ineonHideriiblo  number  of  them)  who  by  tight  bandaging  Uie ' 
left  arm,  wnut,  and  Iiuud,  twitfting  the  wrist  and  fingers,  and 
making  artificial  sores  from  the  elbow  to  the  fingers,  malce  them- 
Bnlve«  appear  objects  of  eoiiipassion,  extorteil  great  sums  of  money, 
especially  from  the  poor,  who  call  them  great  ol\jecta,  whirh  was 
generally  spent  in  dinsipatiou. 

"  In  mentiooiug  those  impostors,  who  by  twisting  the  fingers 
and  wrJHt  of  the  Iffl  hand  and  bending  the  arm  at  the  elbow  joint, 
8D  as  to  appear  to  be  crippled,  I  must  call  your  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  subject ;  you  cannot  fail  to  have  ol^servHl  beggars  of 
this  description,  and  I  can  almont  venture  to  asaert  that  you  never 
saw  oueof  them  exposing  the  rig/it  baud  thus.  I  have  for  very 
many  years  noticed  this  species  of  imposition,  and  can  imitate  it 
tolerably  well ;  and  by  exposing  this  trick  and  explaining  it  to  the 
lower  orders,  fouud  it  very  Ubeful  in  gutting  their  euppert  to  the 
plan  adopted  here.  Except  an  ofiicer,  and  this  is  the  only 
exception,  I  never  saw  a  person  wounded  to  produce  this  particular 
appcaruDCB  in  the  riyht  arm ;  and  out  of  the  hundreds  I  have 
iuquiretl  of,  I  cannot  find  one  who  ever  saw  a  beggar  expose  a 
right  hand  and  arm  in  this  way." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  wae  immediately  followed  by  a ' 
t-'mporary  Act  (a  Geo.  IV.,  o.  40,  •J4th  June,  i&^2).  It  rocitoa 
"that  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  laws  in  force  relating  to  Vagrants, 
and  that  it  would  tend  to  simplify  ibcin  if  the  several  provisiona, 
relating  to  such  offenders  were  consolidated  into  one  Act."  It  then 
repeals  ail  former  provisions  relating  to  Rogues,  but  excepts  the 
htws  for  the  removal  of  persons  bom  in  Seothnd,  Ireland,  or  the 
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Tbe  t'ollowing  classes  of  persons  who  are  not  included  in  the 
present  Vagrant  Aot  are  deemed  idle  and  disorderly  por&ons  under 
this  Act.  All  personfi  who  threaten  to  run  away  and  louve  their 
vives  or  ohildron  chargeable,  all  common  proatitiitos  ur  night- 
walkem  wandering  and  not  giving  a  Eatisfuctory  account  of  tliem- 
selves:  The  following  classes  are  treated  as  roguoKuiid  TagulKinds. 
All  pereons  going  about  as  gatherers  of  alms,  under  pretence  of 
lofiBi  by  fire  or  oUier  casualty,  or  as  collei^turs  under  any  faUe 
proteuee,  all  bear-wards,  all  cotnmou  stage  players,  itnd  all  persons 
who  shall  for  hire,  gain,  or  reward,  act,  represent,  or  perform  any 
interlude  or  entertainment  of  the  stage,  such  persons  not  being 
authorised  by  law ;  ull  persons  pretending  to  be  gypsies,  all  peraoni 
plajing  or  betting  at  any  unlawful  game,  or  wandering  abroad 
and  lodging  in  alehouses, 

Idle  and  disorderly  persons  may  be  committed  to  the  House  of 
Correction  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  calendar  mouth. 

An}'  person  mnj  apprehend  otfunders,  and  the  penalty  on  any 
officers  neglecting  or  refusing  to  execute  their  duty,  or  on  any 
person  obstructiug  them  in  the  executiou  of  their  duty  is  a  sum 
not  exceeding  £6  nor  less  than  20s.,  or  in  default  hard  labour  fur 
any  time  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months.  Any  person 
charged  by  a  justice  to  use  bis  best  endeavours  to  apprehend  an 
o6ender  and  refusing  or  neglecting  to  do  so,  is  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  20s.  The  justice  may  order  an  overseer  of  the  pariah  to  pay  a 
reward  of  5s.  to  any  officer  or  other  person  apprehending  an 
offender.  Vagrants  are  to  be  searched,  and  thotr  trunks  and 
bundles  inspected.  Rogues  and  vagabonds  and  incorrigible 
rogues  may  be  oommitted  to  the  Ilouse  of  Gorrcction  until  tlie 
next  General  or  Quarter  Sea^ions,  or  for  any  time  not  exceeding 
tliree  months  with  hard  labour;  if  committed  to  the  sessions  the 
justices  there  may  order  u  rogue  and  vagabond  to  be  detained 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  an  incorrigible 
mguc  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  year  or  less  than  six 
calendar  months,  and  (except  in  the  case  of  females)  "  to  be 
corrected  by  whipping  at  such  times  and  places  within  their 
jurisdictions  as  according  to  the  nature  of  such  person's 
otfence  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  fit."  Lodging-houses 
nay  be  searched,  and  suspected  persons  brought  before  a  Justice. 
I  juatioc*  are  not  to  grant  certi6cittoe  enabling  persons  te  ask  relief 
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on  route  except  to  soldiers  and  sailore,  under  43  Geo.  TTT.,  c- 
Persons  asking  ftlin«  under  certificates,  except  soldiers  and  sailors, 
are  to  be  deemed  vagmuts. 

Tho  Act  is  not  to  repeal  the  10  Geo.  II.,  c  28,  or  any  Act 
reliitiog  to  pluyors. 

This  Act  was  abrogated  by  tho  presont  Vagrant  Act,  the  5 
Goo.  IV.,  c.  8-3  (June  '^ist,  182 J),  which  "  recites  that  tho  3  Geo.  IV., 
c  40,  will  expire  on  tho  let  September,  1821,"  and  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  iQuko  further  provision  for  tho  flup]>reiisiou  of  vugrancy 
and  the  ^luoifihinent  of  idle  tiiul  disorderly  iH-reouK,  rogues,  vaga- 
bondH,  and  ineorrigildc  roguea  iii  Emjland.  It  then  repeals  all 
pruvious  Acts  und  enacts  the  following  classi&ciition  : — 

/rf/ff  aud  DiHonUrlif  IWtom. — Those  able  to  maintain  themseU-es 
and  wilfully  refusing  or  neglecting  to  do  so,  by  wliii-h  they 
beocune  chargeable  to  any  pariah ;  those  who  return  to  a  parish  and 
become  chargeable  to  it  after  being  legally  removed  ;  pedlars  and 
petty  chapmen  trading  without  license  ;  common  prostitutes  bebav* 
ing  publicly  in  a  riotous  or  indecent  manner;  those  who  beg  or 
encourage  any  child  to  do  so.  Punishment,  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  a  month. 

Ritgnea  ttmi  Vtujahondx. — Those  who  repeal  any  of  the  above 
offences ;  those  who  pretend  or  profess  to  tell  fortunes,  or  use  any 
subtle  craft,  means,  or  device,  by  palmistry  or  otherwise,  to  de- 
ceive and  impose  ou  any  one ;  those  who  publicly  expose  any 
obscene  print,  picture,  or  other  indecent  exhibition ;  those  who 
publicly  expose  their  persons  obscenely  ;  those  who  endeavour  by 
the  exposure  of  wounds  or  deformities  to  gather  alms ;  those  who 
endeavour  to  collect  charitable  contributions  under  any  false  or 
fraudulent  pretence;  those  who  run  away  and  leave  their  wives 
or  children  chargeable  to  any  parish ;  thn^tc  who  publicly  play  or 
but  at  any  goinc  or  ])retendi!d  game  of  chance ;  thoi^e  who  have  in 
their  [KiKKi'Ksiun  imph'mnnts  for  house-breahing  or  offenHivo  wea- 
pouK  for  tlif  pur|Hi.se  of  committing  a  felony  ;  those  who  are  fotjnd 
in  any  dwelling-house,  warehouse,  coach-house,  stable,  outhonsp,  ■ 
inclosed  yard,  garden,  or  area,  for  an  unlawful  purpose ;  euspected 
persons  or  reputed  thieves  frequenting  any  public  place  with  intent 
to  commit  felony ;  idle  and  disorderly  persons  who  resist  appre- 
hension. Puninhmoit,  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for  any 
Dol  exceeding  three  months. 

rigih/r  Ro'jttf*. — Those  who  break  out  of  prison  before  the 
u  of  their  term  ;  those  who  have  already  been  convicted 
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a»  ro(^cs  and  vagabonds;  and  rogties  and  vagabonds  who  rceUt 
apprehension.  Puimhrnent,  iiuprisonraent  wttli  bard  labour  for 
any  time  not  exceisdiiig  twelve  montbei,  with  (in  tbo  oa.ie  of  males 
only)  whipping  at  tbe  discretion  of  the  Justices  in  Quarter  Sessions. 

Anv  person  muy  apprehend  otTenders,  and  constables  who 
neglect  their  duty  tire  liublo  to  a  fine  not  cscooding  £5,  or  imprison- 
ment for  three  months.  Va<»ratit9  and  their  trunks,  bundles.  &c., 
may  be  searched,  and  money  and  effects  found  on  thom  Opplied 
townrdfl  the  expense  of  apprehending  and  maintaining  them. 
Ijodging-bousea  suspected  to  conceal  vagrants  may  be  searched, 
and  suspected  persons  brought  before  a  justice.  Viaitinjf  justices 
of  gnols  may  grant  certificates  to  persons  dischurgud  to  receive 
alms  in  their  route  to  their  place  of  settlement,  any  such  persons 
loitering  ujwn  their  route  or  deviating  from  it  are  to  bo  deemed 
rogues  and  vagabonds  and  punished  accordiDgly.  Magistrates  are 
empowered  to  grunt  cortitioatcs  under  the  43  Ooo.  III.,  e.  61,  to 
liers,  sailors,  murines,  and  their  wives,  to  ask  alms  in  their 

Ite  to  any  place. 

Nothing  in  the  Act  is  to  alter  any  law  in  force  for  the  removal  of 
poor  persons  bom  io  Scot/ami,  Ireland,  or  the  Isles  of  J/«ii,  Jfrnftf, 
or  Unrmnrijt  and  the  Act  is  not  to  apply  to  Spoilami  or  Ireland. 

The  former  prohibition  ugaiust  bcurwards  ie  omitted  in  this 
Act,  probably  l>ecau6e  it  hiul  pmvod  futile  for  the  purpose  intended, 
ssa  writer  in  "  Notes  and  Qubries,"  speaking  of  ibis  jwriod,  says; — 

"  1  was  never  a  witness  of  a  bear-Imil,  but  I  well  remember  a 

poor  brute  who  was  ke])t  alive  for  this  sole  purpose,  at  V , 

in  Lancashire.  He  was  confined,  as  n  general  rule,  iu  a  small 
bock-yard,  where,  sightless,  dirty,  stinking,  and  perhaps  half- 
ttarred,  his  sole  and  constant  exercise  appeared  to  be  moving  liia 
head  and  forequart«rs  from  side  to  side.  When  taken  to  other 
vjUsjEes  to  be  baited,  his  advent  there  was  announced  by  a  wretched 
fiddler,  who  walked  before  him  and  the  bear-ward.  TTpon  one 
occasion  the  story  goes  that  he  and  a  second  champion  of  the  like 
kind  arrived  at  W.  on  the  wakes  day,  before  the  evening  church- 
•ervioe  was  completed.  This,  however,  was  rapidly  brought  to  a 
dose  by  the  beadle  calling  to  tho  preacher  from  the  church  door : 
•MeMor,  th'  bear's  come  ;  and  what's  more,  there's  two  of  *em.' 
This  freedom  of  speech  in  a  holy  place  is  less  to  bo  wondered  at 
when  it  ie  known  that  (he  good  rector  and  a  party  from  the  rectory 
uiuaUy  witnesnd  the  bear-buit  from  the  churchyard  adjoining  the 
village  green." 
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The  1  nnd  2  Vict,  c.  38  (July  27,  IS'IS),  extends  the  Vagrant 
Act  to  those  who  expone  obticene  printa  in  shop  windows. 

The  31  and  32  Vict.,  c.  52  (1867^),  proriden  that  those  who 
game  in  public  with  any  coin,  card,  token,  or  other  means  of 
wagering  ur  gaming,  are  to  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds. 
This  woB  repealed  by  ^6  and  37  Vict.,  o.  38  {187U),  so  far  us 
regards  punishment,  which  allows  magistrates  at  their  diwretion 
to  impose  a  6nc  not  exceeding  40s.  for  a  first  ofTonce,  and  of  £5  fo^_ 
ft  second  in  lieu  of  imprisonment.  |^| 

A  further  oxfensiou  was  mode  by  the  34  and  35  Vict.,  c.  ll'J 
(1871),  which,  with  regard  to  every  suspected  porsou  or  reputed 
thief  frequenting  any  highway  or  place  adjacent,  enlarged  the 
construction  of  these  words  so  as  to  include  any  place  adjacent  to 
a  streot  or  highway  ;  and  with  regard  to  proof  of  his  intent  to 
commit  a  felony,  tt  enacted  that  it  should  not  be  necensary  to 
ahow  tliat  tlio  person  suspected  was  guilty  of  any  particular 
act  tending  to  show  his  purpose  or  intent,  and  he  might  be 
convicted  if  from  the  circuraatances  of  the  case  and  from  his 
kDown  chiiructer  as  proved  to  the  court  that  his  intent  was 
commit  felony. 

Other  additions  to  the  Act  have  also  been  made  for  the  pui 
of  punishing  idle  or  fraudulent  persons  in  receipt  of  poor  law  relief. 

By  5  and  6  Vict.,  c.  57,  s.  5  (1842),  any  person  relieved  in  a 
workhouse  negk'ctiug  or  refusing  to  perform  a  task  of  work  suited 
to  bis  age,  strength,  and  capacity,  or  wilfuUy  destroying  or  in- 
juring his  own  clothes  or  damaging  the  property  of  the  guardiau^H 
is  to  be  deemed  an  idle  and  disorderly  person.  ^| 

By  7  and  8  Vict,  c.  101  (1844),  women  able  to  maintain  tbeir 
bastard  children,  and  neglecting  to  do  so,  are  to  be  deemed  idle 
and  disorderly  persons;  and  persons  received  into  a  houseless 
poor  asylum  giviug  a  false  name,  or  uukiug  a  false  statement,  or 
giving  diflTereut  names  ou  diifereut  uccasious,  are  to  be  deemed 
rogues  and  vugubouds. 

By  11  and   12  Vict.,  c.  110  (1848),  persons  applying  for  poor 
law  relief  and  nut  making  a  correct  disclosure  of  their  means  u^h 
to  be  deemed  idle  and  disorderly  persons.  ^| 

By  12  and  13  Vict,  c.  103  \lM9),  persoua  chargeable  to  the 
common  fund  of  a  union  are  to  be  reganled  as  persona  chargeable 
to  a  parish,  in  n'gurd  to  proceedings  under  the  Vagrant  Act 

By  28  and  2y  Vict,  c.  79,  s.  7  (18C5),  paupers  removed  under  an 
-der  of  removal  who  return  and  become  chargeable  to  t' 
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ritbiu  twelve  months,   are    to   be  deemed   idle   and   disorderly 
persona. 

By  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  18GG  (29  tiud  30  Vict.,  e.  113, 
&  15),  persons  relieved  out  of  tlie  workhouse  who  refuse  or  neglect 
tn  perform  a  prescribed  and  duly  authorised  task  of  work  suited 
to  their  capacity,  or  mifiilly  destroy  or  danmge  tools,  materials, 
or  other  property  bolonging  to  the  guardians,  are  to  be  deemed 
idle  and  disorderly  pcrBooa. 
I  By  89  and  40  Vict,  c.  61,  8.  44  (1876),  the  word  "pauper," 
in  1^  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  of  18^4  ia  to  include  any 
penon  who  obtains  relief  by  wilfully  giving-  a  false  name  or  mak- 
ing ■  false  statement-,  and  such  pcraon  may  be  proceeded  againet 
as  an  idle  and  dinordorly  perfwn.* 

During  the  roifjn  of  George  IV.,  Iriah  and  Scottish  vagrants 
continued  to  sn'arm  in  the  kingdom,  and  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was,  in  the  year  1828,  appointed  to  consider 
the  matter. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  states  that — 

"The  nuniWr  of  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers  conveyed  by  the 
county  of  Buckingham  was,  in  the  last  year,  4,904,  and  in  the  five 
years,  14,698.  By  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in  the  last  year,  2,336, 
and  in  the  five  years  4,502.  The  total  cost  of  the  five  years  has 
been  to  Buckingham  £1,532  lie.,  while  it  has  only  amounted  in 
the  Dounty  of  Lincoln  to  £418  68.  lid. 

"  In  the  oounlies  situated  on  the  western  coast  of  England  the 
burthen  fails  still  heavier,  partly  owing  to  their  being  the  general 
thoroughfare  as  regards  the  Iri^h,  and  being  also  charged  with 
the  entire  expense  of  (he  transit  of  those  persons  by  sea  to  the 
sister  island. 

"The  numbers  passed  through  the  county  of  Lancaster  amounted, 
in  the  last  five  years,  to  22,04''j,  of  which  20,414  were  Irish,  and 
1,631  Scotch.  .  .  . 

"  It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  expense  of  these 
removals  is  rendered  much  lorgcr  than  neeessary  by  the  number 
of  individuals  to  whose  care  the  paupers  are  consigned,  and  of  the 
counties  who  have  to  sustain  this  burthen,  which,  on  reference 
to  the  returns  transmitted  by  the  different  counties,  will  be  found 
to  extend,  in  the  counte  of  the  last  Bve  years,  to  the  amount  of 
£56.120  4?.  2d. 

•  PrixMs)inp>  under  ihi*  Acl  aw  sUft  autliorii'ed  bv  34  snd  36  Vlrt.,  c  106, 
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"It  might  ID  fact  be  ehowu,  thst  upou  a  calculation  of  the 
rutcs  aUowtMl  for  couTeyauce  aloao,  by  the  ctiiTtiroiit  countios 
through  which  he  would  have  to  bo  paMod,  the  removal  of  a  aiugle 
adult  pauper  from  tho  metropolis  to  IjiverjKiul  amoimte  to 
£4  1  In.  M.,  a  sum  which,  from  tho  presont  facilttlee  of  oommuni- 
cAtion  is  manifoKtly  far  beyond  what  the  circumBtanoos  uf  the 
pau^jer  can  require.  The  present  charge  for  an  inside  place  tn  the 
mail  being  only  £4  4ft." 

According  to  a  return  ordered  by  the  Tlouse  of  Commons  to  he 
printed  on  the  14th  of  March,  IS'Mi,  the  number  of  Irieh  poor 
shipped  under  paaseH  from  tho  Port  of  Ltrerpftol  to  Ireland,  and 
tho  charge  for  pattsing  them  in  each  rear,  from  i%'i\  to  1831 
iuclusire,  was  as  follows: — 
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According  to  another  return  the  ntitnber  of  Iriah  poor  passed 
by  sea  from  Br!»(ol.  from  the  25th  March,  1823,  to  the  2oth  March, 
1833.  was  06  under: 
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Cotamencing  26th  March. 

Thn*  haa  Tieoii  no  iliitm'it  ac- 
munt  k<.-;it  uf  tite  iiuiiiln-.r  sik) 
rhsix<^  "'  l1)'>w  bmu{.'ht  from 
i>Ittc««  oot  wjilijn  til*  Oily  ufj 
nriiXnl  ;  hut  it  is  belicTM)  that 
unrlv  the  whulc  rif  Uii>  oambcrs 
here  fnuiiionit**!  won-  ]iriuciip«llj 
brought  from  London. 
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In  the  year  1834  a  sweeping  olinnge  was  mude  in  the  Poor 
T„iwe  by  the  Poor  Law  Amondmont  Act  (4  nnfl  5  Wm.  IV.,  c.  76). 
I'hia  change  had  loTig  been  necosfuiry  owing  to  the  ahtines  current 
under  the  existing  law*  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  tended  to 
foster  idleness  and  improvidence  on  the  part  of  the  poor,  and 
jobbery  und  jMicuIation  on  the  part  of  those  pluced  in  authority 
over  thera. 

Vagruuey  was  generally  in  a  flouriebing  coi  dilicili,  the  Poor 
Law  Inquiry  Commissi  oners  being  of  opinion  that  it  had  "actualtv 
been  converted  into  a  tmdo,  and  that  uot  an  unprofitable  one." 
The  commitments  to  guol  having  been  more  than  doubled  in  six 
years,  being  in  1835  7,092,  and  in  18:j2  15,G24.  The  principal 
increase  was  in  London,  where  the  committals  rose  from  .,270  in 
lX-29,  to  6,G50  in  1833.  On  the  other  baud,  at.  Nyrwicb  the 
numbers  had  dimimshed.  owing  to  the  mugiiitrulct)  giving  the 
vii grants  asking  fur  reliel'usmdU  eum  instead  of  committing  them. 

The  abuses  conueclud  with  the  removal  of  vagrants  still 
fli'UriHhed  in  full  force,  us  the  following  reports  of  the  year  1834 
amply  teatify  : — 

/Vom  tAe  Overwer/ur  S//t?e«Afljw/um/,  Jfeicbur^. 

"There  are  frw)ucnt  disputes  between  the  carrier  nnd  tho 
vagrants.  Tho  poor  inisorablo  horee  which  conveys  tb^-m  cuu 
soaicely  get  up  tho  hills ;  when  tho  driver  requires  them  to  walk 
to  ease  biro,  they  refuse  to  do  bo.  Hence  disputes;  they  would 
iU-uso  and  beat  tho  driver  did  ho  not  carry  fire-arms." 

I^om  the  Ptum  Mtistcr/or  the  City  of  London. 

"The  paupers  freijuently  come  to  me  with  boxes  containlug 
clothes,  Ac,  bat  If  they  are  largo  I  refuse  to  carry  them,  and  make 
them  sell  the  boxes  and  put  the  things  in  a  bag.  While  this 
interchange  has  been  making,  I  have  repeatedly  seen  lace  caps 
imd  ]K-lleriaea,  and,  in  fact,  whole  wardrobes,  belter  than  that  of 
my  wife,  ia  possession  of  women  passed  in  this  way.  This,  Uow- 
ever,  applies  lo  the  bon&-6de  cases:  the  old  hands  never  have  any 
luggage  with  them  ;  they  take  cure  to  keep  it  out  of  sight. 

From  the  Pass  Master  for  the  Pan'xh  nf  St.  Gilen'n. 

"  The  greater  part  of  the  persona  who  are  jjaHsed  are,  I  believe, 
vpry  poor;  but  there  are  many  who  not  only  have  good  suits  of 
clothes  on,  but  large  bundles,  band-boxes,  and  even  trunks  nnd 
chests,  containing  property.     They  always  keep  these  out  of  sight 
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until  they  have  been  sworn  before  the  mapstrateg,  because  if  ther 
did  not  it  would  be  at  once  tteen  that  they  had  the  means  o{ 
getting  on  very  well  without  pasnes. 

**  TbcKQ  people,  espociall}-  the  Scotch,  stand  up  for  their  ri|^t| 
very  much;  they  often  refuse  to  get  out  of  the  cartii  to  walk  up 
hill,  and  iuKist  upon  carrying  all  sorts  of  lugga^.  A  fow  wiKtks 
ago  my  jyartncr  and  I.  who  wero  on  our  way  to  Uamet,  bad  great 
difficulty  in  rescuing  an  old  man  who  pui^aes  paupers  from  nue 
of  the  neigbbouriug  parishes  from  the  hands  of  a  party  of  them, 
who  were  '  pegging  into  him '  because  he  required  Uiem  to  widlc 
up  TTighgnto  hill  owing  to  his  cart  being  so  heavily  laden  with 
women,  chihlren,  and  luggogc.  Tho  lower  ela«s  of  the  Scotch  are, 
1  think,  the  most  dirty  but  the  best  educated.  Their  chief  sub- 
sistence in  Kiilt  fish,  which  they  get  at  Id.  per  pound,  butter-milk 
at  Id.  a  quart,  and  potatoes." 

From  (hr  Pas*  Master  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Luke\  MiffdJetex. 

*'Some  of  the  vagrants  bohave  very  ill.  They  will  oome  with 
luggage  amounting  perhaps  to  half  a  hundredweight,  and  they 
complain  sadly,  and  often  riotously,  if  I  make  any  difFu-ully  as  to 
r<  moving  the  whole.  I  have  no  power  to  search  their  luggage, 
but  if  I  had,  I  have  no  dotibt  that  1  should  6nd  good  clothes,  and 
other  useful  properly  there ;  indeed,  not  long  since  a  man  whom  I 
wuD  ])a6&ing  as  a  pauper  laughed  ut  mc  for  not  dressing  hotter  tiian 
1  did,  and  told  me  that  he  had  in  a  bag  which  he  currioil  with 
him  a  much  better  suit  of  clothes  than  any  I  had.  Women,  too, 
will  often  make  groat  difficulties,  because  they  think  T  do  not 
take  BufBcicnt  care  of  their  bonnot-boxea,  large  paslebnard  boxee, 
in  which  they  hare  tine  hoancta  with  plenty  of  ribhandH,  and  all 
of  which  they  expect  to  be  conveyed  in  the  cart  with  them,  and 
with  the  utmost  eare." 


CHAPTER  xr. 


1837—1848. 


of  Vtclorin— Circolar*  nf  the  Poor  Law  Cunumaaion^rs — Beport  of 
relative  to  >'ngninv)r  by  the  Comtn'hiilary  Conii»it»innan — Niimlior 
of  TagimntA,  )>cg)j:iiih>>[t;ttRr  writ<;ra  «iiil  tx^an^n  nf  lie^iii^t  IctUm — HulnU 
(rfTSgrwila-Tlju  tiirw!  sorts  of  cant— Stvie  of  living  aniongut  tramps— 
Vagnuicy  and  juvenile  ilf1iiH|tii^n<'v — >iiiki^  lit-iwar't — Rinj;  ilropjirm — 
Fntended  rag  Mllera— Qua*-k  iIoiIut-s— Umbpellfl  lUfindora— Turn  pike 
Milon— .Act  til  pruvii.K-  juvliuiis  Ut  tliu  houirli^'i  poor — Report  of  ili« 
conimiltee  of  lS4ti  «n  ih*^  non-4>Rtal>li!i1inient  of  theae  asylums — Itirrpaw 
of  vHt:niiio' nwiii)!  to  the  inducciiiviiU)  h«lil  out  to  Dgri^tilturiil  lab^mrcn 
lo  mif^ratrt  t-i  Inr^e  aixl  popnloun  towns — I^^h  vagmiits — Inrrwise  of 
vjijjraiii;)-  liroiight  abont  by  ajj;lit  »fuye««— Pr"titabl«  churaiivr  of  tliv«« 
(uyluma— flevelatioiw  r.f  "A.  U." — 0«oeml  ct-u'luct  ol  vaKrante — Their 
Uv1«Bs  cltunuter — The  Irish  famine  ami  coiiaeqiii-Dt  intliix  of  pour  Irish 
into  EngUad. 

Tub  accession  of  Queen  VicUiria  marks  the  commencement  or  an 
era  of  social  legislation  and  of  systematic  effbrU  to  iiiipri>ve  tlie 
condition  of  the  poorer  dassos  hitherto  uDixtrallelen].  Ameutlefl 
regulations  were  in  18^i7  framed  for  regulating  (!mignttiiin  under 
the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  and  providing  fur  the  migration 
nf  agricultural  labourers  to  the  manufacturing  districts,  ^o  as  to 
diminish  the  distress  in  rural  districts.  In  the  same  year  the 
Poor  IjBvr  Commissioners  issued  a  circular  directing  relief  to  be 
given  to  the  vagrant  poor  without  attention  to  settlement ;  they 
UkewisB  advisod  that  every  vagr.iQt  should  as  far  as  possible  be 
required  to  perform  some  work  in  return  for  the  relief  he  obtained. 
In  1838  they  iasued  anutbcr  circular  to  Boards  of  Gunrdiuns  iu 
the  metroptdi*,  recommending  that  the  wandering  poor  should  be 
relieved  in  workhouses.  lu  I8*W  they  issued  a  warning  to  the 
pCffficers,  that  in  case  of  any  neglect  on  their  part  to  r*'Ceiv«  desti- 
[tute  persons  on  application  at  the  workhousw**,  the  officers  of  the 
rorkhouse  would  be  dismissed. 
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The  neglect  and  tlvreliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  local  coo* 
slablee  bad  luudo  it  long  evident  that  for  the  purpose  of  effeo-j 
t4Tely  cbtickiug  crime,  a  paid  and  (efficient  police  force  was  he 
Bury  throughout  the  country.  Accordingly  Cotnmissioners  were 
a]>prHntL>d  to  inquire  as  to  the  best  mpana  of  establishing  iin 
cflific'Ul  Constabulary  Force  in  tho  Counties  of  England  and 
Wales. 

Tlie  report  made  hy  these  Commiwioners.  in  the  year  1839  is 
moHt  instructive  on  the  subject  of  Vagranoy  and  Mendicity  in  the 
country.     It  opcms  with  a 

Tahlb  srowiho  thk  (*karactki»  or  PE]uio*r8  or  the  Thbce  roLixnnite 

1 .  PeiMinn  who  ImvQ  on  ritiblo  mcane  ttf  i>ul»isUinoD,  niwi  «ho  sra  b«lieved  to 

live  wlidlly  l>y  vinUlion  of  ih«  Inw, 

2.  P«naiiiit  followiiin  kjiih;  o*ltiif.iblf  aii'l  Itwil  occupation,  bnt  wlio  are  known 

lo  have  committtHt  an  nfTi-iiro,  nn<i  an  >K'lievc<l  lo  aagnwat  tbeir  gnint  by 
liniiittial  or  occasional  violation  of  tlie  law. 

3.  Personri  not  known  ic>  bitve couimitt^d  Aiiy  olT<rnr«ft,  hut  knovn  aMtmoeiaUt 

vl  ihv  above  clawee.  ami  oUierwLM-  deemed  sii^pitiotis  vhatacten. 
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Tabme  snovnio  trr  NniBnt  op  Uonsu  fob  tor    Prnro^s  or  Dkum- 
guENcr  OR  VuE  kkit  is  the  Vkab  lSi37  in  thk  pollowiso  Placbs:— 


Mendi<wiU'  hoi^sjjiff  Bousea  .     .     . 

A^Tiu^  (liLtIv  namber  of  Lodgers  at 

Mcl>  botiafe     ...     1     ...     . 


Tbe  T«port  next  states  thnt  "  The  most  prominent   body   of 
delinquents  in  the  nirnl  dtotricts,  arc  vngrants,  and  these  vagrants 


AND  BEGGARS  AVD  BKGGIXO. 


24^ 


appear  to  coDeist  of  two  {-lasses ;  first,  the  habitual  dopredutorH, 
bousa-broakerB,  hor^-slealord,  and  comtiioii  tbievea;  secondly,  of 
VBgrants,  properly  ao  culh-d,  whatwek  iilms  as  mendiuLnts. 

In  the  Ivoroajifh  of  Chesterfield  "There  nre  many  Tiigrants. 
The  number  cannot  be  fitatod.  Their  habit-*  are  to  prowl  about 
the  borough  and  immediote  adjncont  villages,  under  pretext  of 
bcpffiiig  or  seeking  work,  but  whose  real  objects  are  to  look  at 
the  prcmi-ws  where  they  call  tfl  see  what  booty  can  be  gained,  by 
plunder  at  night." 

The  evidence  regarding  the  habits  of  vagrant*  in  other  towns, 
ouch  as  Lincoln,  Ludlow,  Chesterfield,  Devizes,  and  Maidatone,  is 
of  a  similar  character. 

Extracts  are  then  given  firom  the  coufessiooB  of  four  depredators 
of  the  migratorj*  clasa,  and  one  meudicanl. 

A  thief  ugud  *J1  in  Salford  Gaol  suya: — 

"  For  the  la»t  four  years,  ap  to  IJ^Jy,  I  have  '  travelled  '  for  a 
uuiutenEuice.  I  carne<l  a  covered  hawker's  buHkot,  with  an  oil- 
caee  on  the  top,  with  cutlery,  trinkets,  braces,  Itirmingham  fancy 
goods,  buttons,  pearl,  bone,  and  wood  ;  it  was  the  excuse  for  travel-. 
Ung.  There  are  cant  words  for  everything  you  uso  or  do.  I  bavo 
soen  some  old  cane  in  print,  but  it  ia  nothing  to  tho  cant  now  naed. 
There  are  three  norta  of  cant,  the  gypsies,  the  beggars  (such  aa  pro- 
tcndod  uilorA  and  otherA),  and  tho  thieves'.  The  ctint-t  are  distinct 
in  many  word>),  but  alike  in  others.  A  stranger  to  the  cant  word;) 
could  not  understand  the  gypnca  or  others,  save  a  few  words  here 
and  there.  The  gypsies  have  a  cant  word  for  every  word  they  speak. 
The  vagrant  cant  iso  lower  stylo  than  the  thieves' ;  they  use  it  to 
telloneftnotherwhattheygetatdifFerenthousea;  they arenot always 
ibieves,  they  wilt  not  push  Ibemsselves  foi-ward  to  steal,  and  one* 
halfoi  them  if  they  saw  another  stealing  would  tell  of  him,  and 
yet,  if  they  could  do  it  thcuittelvee,  they  would.  The  Manchester 
Dud  Livurprwl  thicYCB  are  reckoned  the  most  expert ;  they  are 
thought  la  be  of  Iriuh  parents,  and  to  have  most  cunning.  In 
foot,  I'll  be  bound  to  say,  that  three  parl«  o£  those  who  are 
invelling  now  throughout  the  kingdom  have  Irish  blood  iu  theiu, 
either  from  father,  mother,  or  gniuilmother. 

"  I  stayed  ItU  about  February,  when  I  started  by  tStockport, 
Macclesfield,  and  begged  my  way  up  to  Lonrlou  ;  about  seven 
days  on  the  road.  1  went  to  Covent  Garden  market ;  I  lived  for 
«ix  weeks  by  stealing  fruit  and  selling  it." 
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Next  oome  llie  confessioiia  of  u  young  tbiel':^ 

"At  every  lodging  houae  on  tbo  road  H mot  plenty   of 

trnrapers,  «iid  be  did  not  sue  one  fuue  he  had  not  ew?a  at  St.  Gilus's. 
They  also   reougnittcd   him   and   compared   notes.      Some   were 
hawkers,  some  were  going  half  nnlttxl,  some  wore  ballad  singers, 
Bomo  were  going  ab<mt  with  false  lottere,  others  as  br  >keii-down' 
tradesmen,  some  as  old  (wldiera,  and  some  as  Hbipwre('ke<I  sailoni ; 
and  every  night  they  told  each  other  of  good  AoMse*.     They  all, 
lived  well,  never  cat  any  broken  victuals,  hut  had  meat  bre^LkfuRl-a, 
good  dinners,  hot  suppers,  and  frequently  ended  by  going  to  IhhI 
very  drunk.     Not  one  spent  less  than  '3s.  a  day,  many  a  great  deji 
more.  They  sometimes  make  58.,  and  average  '6i.  Gd.  per  day  ;  somi 
often  get  a  sovereign  where  humane  people  Tcsido."     {All  this  is 
confirmed  by  P -.) 

A  boy  of  fourteen,  a  prisoner  in  Knutsford  Gaol,  then  states : — 

"  Sometimes  I  have  been  sent  begging  to  different  houses  ;  the 
pei^le  bave  been  n-atohed  upstairs  to  make  the  bcda ;  I  have  then 
gently  opened  the  door,  pulled  the  key  out  of  the  lock,  and 
pressed  it  against  a  piece  of  tempered  clay  which  T  had  in  my 
hand.     VTc  could  then  cut  a  key  and  go  in  when  we  liked." 

The  report  then  goes  ou  to  say  :■ — 

"The  next  classes  of  depredators  who  perambulate  the  ooontry 
an  the  vograot-s,  properly  so  called.  Upwards  of  eighteen  thou- 
iond  comiuitnicnts  ]H>r  annum  of  persons  fur  the  offence  of  va- 
grancy mark  the  extent  of  (be  body  from  which  they  are  taken." 

It  will  bo  seen  that  TOgranoy,  or  the  habit  of  wandering  ubrc 
under  colour  cither  of  diatnas  or  of  some  ostensible  tliuugh  illegal 
ocoupatiou,  having  claims  on  the  s'krapathiea  of  the  uninformed^ 
eonstilutcB  one  great  source  of  delinquency,  and  especialtr 
juvenile  delinquency.  The  returns  show  that  the  vagrant  eli 
pervade  every  piirt  of  the  country,  rendering  property  insecure, 
propagating  pernicious  habits,  and  afflicting  the  minds  of  the 
sensitive  with  false  picture^  of  siitfering,  and  levying  upon  them 
an  ofTensive  imiwttt  for  the  relief  of  that  destitution,  for  which  a 
heavy  tax  in  legally  levied  in  the  shape  of  poor's  mtes. 

The  following  confession,  taken  by  Mr.  Miles  from  B ,  an 

AXpen'enoed  travelling  vagrant,  furaishea  a  mor«  particular 
account  of  their  habits  than  is  contained,  or  could  be  expectvd, 
in  a  return  to  official  queries. 

*■  Beggars  tramp  about  from  town  to  town :  there  is  a  low  lodging 
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for  traveller!*  in  every    village:    ihey   tell  the   people  that 

'fhey  are  travelling  to  find  work,  but  pray  to  God  they  may  Qovor 
get  it.  They  all  go  about  '  to  walk  '  in  the  moruings,  and  rotura 
nt  night  to  their  lodging  houses,  where  they  lire  well,  and  spend 
the  day's  produce  iu  driukiog.  They  are  merry  fcllaws,  muuey 
or  no  mutiey,  and  luugb  at  the  people  for  'llats.'  They  tell  eaeh 
other  what  houmii}  aru  '  good,'  and  arrango  their  dititricta  so  a3 
Bot  to  iDterluro  with  each  other.  Kvery  traiupor  is  auuouipanied 
hy  his  faucy  girl  or  hia  wifo.  A  black  fvllow,  wbo  is  well-known 
about  Depttbrd,  and  goes  about  tho  stroeta  aiuging  and  duitcitig, 
tiikea  his  country  journeys  with  two  woiuoii,  and  mdketi  plenty  of 
money  to  pay  all  their  expensea. 

"The  women  who  travel  about  with  tho  trampera  seldom  go  out 
begging:  they  sometimeH  disguise  themselves  as  Gyp8ia<*,  and  go 
{ortuno- telling.  It  is  very  protitable ;  they  watch  Tor  the  master  and 
mistress  to  leave  the  house,  and  then  try  to  get  hold  of  the  8en,'antd. 
They  beg  money,  food,  clothes,  or  anything ;  and  if  n  silver  spoon 
is  in  their  way  they  will  not  '  tumble  over  it ;  *  they  will  steal  it. 

"  The  price  of  their  bed  is  thraepence  ;  always  two  in  a  bed  ; 
sometimes  ten  or  fiflcon  in  a  room.  'Yokels*  (countrymen) 
were  seldom  or  never  seen  in  the  lodging  houses  ;  hut  he  has  seen 
many  during  the  last  two  tnonths.  Does  not  know  why.  They 
manage  very  badly,  cannot  get  enough  to  find  thomaelves  in  food. 
The  regular  trampers  give  tbetn  scraps  to  eut  if  they  have  been 
unlucky  in  the  day.  .  .  .  They  all  have  their  appropriate  cant 
names.     B dcsoribes  these  clas-ses  as  follows  : — 

"  Ist.  Men  who  go  about  the  country  almost  naked  begging 
clothes  or  food.  They  get  about  ^s.  a  day.  They  have  good 
clothes  at  thoir  lodging  house,  and  travel  in  them  from  town  to 
luwn,  if  there  are  not  many  houses  in  the  way.  Before  they 
outer  the  town,  they  take  them  off,  as  well  as  their  iihoctt  and 
stockings,  put  on  thutr  Guorueoy  jockuts,  send  the  bundle  and 
the  woman  forward  to  the  lodging  house,  and  commenue  begging 
at  the  first  house  they  oomo  to.  Knows  a  man  who  was  recently 
riad  from  head  to  foot  in  new  clothes  at  a  shop  in  HiUericay,  by 
the  Hon  of  the  rector  iu  a  neighbouring  viltugo,  all  of  which  clothes, 
including  hat,  shoes,  and  stockings,  ho  sold  about  half  an  hour 
utterwards,  by  auction,  in  the  tap-room  of  u  low  public-house,  to 
his  companiuns,  and  they  all  got  drunk  together  with  the  pro- 
cveds.     These  fellows  always  sell  a  gift  of  clothes. 
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*'  2iid.  Mon  who  aro  ring-droppera.     Travelling'   tinkers  luakn 

Rham  gold  riDgi)  out  of  old  brass  buttonH.     H D in  s 

nniud  follow  at  this  work;  hie  wifo  and  molhor  go  witli  him  and 
drop  ihe  rings.*  Thry  live  in  St.  OiWs,  and  travel  for  a  month 
or  tvo.    They  Bomotimcft  make  20a.  or  2i».  a  day. 

'*  3rd.  Fellows  who  go  round  to  different  houflea,  stating  their 
iniister'a  stock  of  nigi  hits  been  htirnt,  or  th'it  a  sudden  Mipplv  is 
wanted,  end  that  they  are  sent  forward  to  collect  them.  The 
rugs  are  called  for,  and  one  fellow  marches  off  with  the  bundle, 
Iwiving  one  or  more  talking  with  the  houwwife,  who  is  gravfrlj 
cavilling  uhout  the  price,  and  as  gravely  informed  that  the  master 
is  coming  round,  and  they  leave  eome  privat«  mark  on  the  door- 
post which  they  »ay  is  the  .sign  to  indicate  to  him  the  quantity 
und  quality  taken  and  the  amount  to  pay ;  so  they  «ralk  off  and 
'  uevi>r  tip  her  anything.'  The  rags  are  carried  (o  the  keeper 
of  a  rug-shop,  who  give*  quires  of  paper  in  exchange,  which  they 
curry  ruuud  to  stooll  villages,  and  eivll  to  small  shopkeepers,  or  at 
lurmhuuMw.  All  rag-&hops  'stand  fence  for  unythiug.'t  aud  buy 
any  stolen  prupi-rly.  .  .  . 

"  4th.  A  set  of  fellows  nho  go  about  io  decent  apparel,  leaving 
small  printed  handbills  at  outtagee  and  farmLou»<e8,  wherein  are 
set  forth  the  wonderful  cures  ot  uU  fiorl-s  of  ailments  effected  by 
mfdiciuc  which  they  sell.  The  following  day  these  bills  are 
citUed  for.  and  the  credulous  people  buy  small  phials  of  this 
nostrum,  at  vi-riouB  prices  from  lOs.  to  6d.,  aocording  to  the  tact 
of  the  beggar,  and  the  folly  of  the  party.     The  mixture  is  only  ft 

decoction  of  any  herb  or  rubbish  that  may  be  at  hand.  He  (B ) 

was  told  by  one  of  this  cluss  that  he  had  just  sold  a  bottle  of 
■stuff'  to  a  poor  woman  who  lived  in    a    cottage  on   Warley 
Common,  Essex,  and  who  had  been  long  ailing.     She  gave  10s.        ^ 
for  it,  and  it  was  only  salt  and  water,  some  tea,  and  coloured  ^^H 
green  with  nettle-tops.     These  fellows  obtain  more  money  than  ™ 
any  other  class  of  impostors,  sometimes  as  much  as  £"2  a  week, 
and  they  seldom  go  to  London. 

"dth.  i!l[en  who  travel  about  the  country  in  shabby-genteel 
attire,  stating  that  they  have  been  well  off  formerl3-,  but  are 
reduced  by  recent  misfortune.  Some  are  burnt-out  farmers  or 
shopkeepers ;  some  tirst-cluss  workmen  out  of  work,  owing  to  the 
bankruptcy  of  their  employers,  some  captains  who  have  jnst  lost 

*  Tftt  an  pxploiifttion  of  thin  pnw-ticr,  nee  p[>.  .Wft,  630. 
t  Kvceivf  Biulea  goods  uf  any  kiu<L 
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ibeir  ships  upon  the  coast.  Tliia  story  i«  always  used  after  a 
heavy  gal©  of  wind.  Some  carry  begging  letters  which  are  writtcQ 
for  them,  price  l».  This  i»  very  piofiiable,  if  well  nianagud.  The 
'  i^y  Bountii'uls '  arc  great  supporters  of  those  iellowa. 

"  6th.  FoituQC-tullors.  Many  iTonicii,  when  trampiug  with  the 
nieu  dress  thcmscIvM  like  G\pt>ios,  and  contrive  to  get  a,  toleralile 
daily  booty,  at  Ivu^t  3».  or  4(>.  u  day. 

'*  7th.  Traniperii  who  huve  nothing  to  sell,  but  manage  to  live 
merely  by  begging. 

"  8ih.  Thieves — 'prigs' — generally  go  in  couples;  walk  into 
B  euuntry  ahup,  whcrtt  there  is  an  old  woman  und  u  candle;  buy 
something,  drop  a  Hixp^nce;  get  the  old  lady  to  bring  the  candle 
round  to  look  for  it,  white  the  other  follow  is  filling  his  pockota 
with  whatever  he  can  lay  his  handa  on. 

"iHh.  Match  sellers.  "10th.  Ballad  singera. 

'*  1 1  th.  Fellows  who  boil  up  fat  and  a  Httlc  soap  over  nigbt,  run  it 
out  in  a  oloth,  and  next  morning  cut  it  up  like  oukus  of  Windsor 
soap.     It's  all  bad,  but  they  drive  a  good  trade. 

■•  l^h.  Fellows  who  go  from  house  to  house  stating  that  they 
live  in  some  neighbouring  town,  and  ask  for  '  umhrollaato  mend.' 
An  ttclive  fellow  in  tbis  Hue  Mill  muke  a  clean  sweep  of  all  the 
umbrellas  in  a  village  before  dinner.  These  umbrellas  are  produced. 
!q  the  London  market  ou  wet  days  and  dusky  eveuings." 

The  Commidftioners  then  go  on  le  say — 

"  Instances  have  been  stated  to  an  where  travelling  meohanica 
have  been  seduced  from  their  occupations  into  the  career  of  mcudi- 
cancy  from  the  temptation  which  it  otters.  Labourers  have  gone  to 
thevugruit«'  lodging  houses  topurchuiie,  for  their  own  uso,  the  meat 
and  refu^  food  which  ihcy  could  obtain  there  at  a  cheap  rate.  The 
contrast  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  dishonest,  under  comparii- 
tive  impunity,  against  the  industrious,  is  depicted  by  a  witneso  who 
relates  an  inntance  which  came  to  his  knowledge,  where  an  agricul- 
tuml  labourer  sitting  by  the  roadhide  oating  dry  bread  with  a  liitle 
«heeae,  was  observed  by  a  ragrunt,  who  asked  him  if  he  had  no 
meat  to  eat  with  his  bread  ;  being  answered  in  the  negative,  the 
Wggar  pitied  him,  and  offered  to  him  some  of  the  meat  which  he 
bad  obtained  by  begging  ut  the  doors  of  the  surrounding  houses 
of  the  gentry,  from  which  doom  the  labourer  siiid  that  he  or  his 
children,  who  were  known  to  bo  industrious,  would  have  been 
(•pumed.  if  ibey  sttempled  to  beg. 

"  At  Llaufyllin  there   are  three  lodging   houses  for  tramps. 
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tlie  nif>8t   nolorioiifl  is  kwpt  by  a  womtin 
of  '<M   Peggy.*      OuB  man    tolrl  ilr.    D- 


cnown 


by  the 


name 
roggist  in 

the  town,  that  for  twopence  '  Old  Peggy '  would  give  him  scraps 
enough  to  keep  his  dog  for  a  week  or  more.  The  druggist  stated 
that  'Old  Peggy*  has  often  come  to  biro  staying,  'God  ble»s 
rou,  doctor,  sell  me  a  h&p'orth  o'  tar.'  Whon  first  applied  to, 
he  iisltcd,  'What  do  you  want  with  lar?'  The  reply  wan, 
'  Why,  to  make  n  land  »aUor.  I  want  a  hitp'orth  ju»t  to  dauh  a 
chap's  canrafl  trousers  with,  and  that's  how  I  makes  a  Uwd  sailor, 
doctor.* 

"  In  Fifeshire  a  preventive  police  has  been  eflt«bHshed.  with 
almost  the  sole  object  of  looking  after  Tagrunts.  It  appears  tu 
have  worked  well,  and  to  have  b«cn  product jvu  (,>r  great  advantages. 

"  DaTing  iuvcatigatfd  the  general  causge  of  Ut'predution  of  va- 
grancy and  mendicancy,  as  developed  by  examinations  of  the 
previous  lives  of  criminals  or  ragrunt^  in  the  gaols,  we  lind 
that  in  scarcely  any  cases  is  it  aHcrilmble  to  the  preosure  of  an- 
BVoidable  want  ordeslitutiun,  and  that  in  the  great  mass  of  oases  it 
Mrisce  Irom  tLc  t\.>mptution  uf  ubtaining  property  with  a  1cm 
degree  of  Labour  than  by  re^lar  industry." 

In  the  yejir  1H42,  with  a  view  to  impose  some  chock  on  the 
vagrants  who  obluined  food  and  sheUcr  at  tlic  workhouse  with- 
oDt  compcnsution  of  any  kind,  and  who  frequently  exiorted 
clothes  from  the  parochial  authorities  by  destroying  thoso 
thev  wore,  the  Guardians  of  any  Parish  or  Union  are,  by  tho 
5  &  6  Vicl.,  c.  57,  "  em|>owered,  sul«jocl  always  to  the  Poor  haw 
Comnii*Rioner«,  to  proscribe  a  Task  of  Work  to  be  done  by  anj- 
Person  relieved  in  any  Workhouse,  in  return  for  the  Food  and 
Lodging  afforded  ;  but  not  to  detain  any  I'erson  against  hia  Will 
for  the  Performance  of  such  Task  of  Work  for  any  Time  exceed- 
ing Four  Hours  from  the  ITour  of  Breakfast  in  the  Morning 
succeeding  his  Adnnsjtion  ;  and  if  he  refuses  or  neglects  to  per* 
form  a  Ta**k  of  Work  suited  to  hts  Age,  Strength,  and  Capacity, 
or  wilfully  destroys  or  injures  his  own  Clothes,  or  damages  any 
of  the  property  of  the  Guardians,  he  is  to  be  deemed  an  idle 
und  disorderly  person  within  the  nicaniug  of  the  Act  b  Geo.  IV., 
c.  83,  s.  3." 

This  was  followed  in  the  year  1844  by  the  7  &  8  Vict.,  c.  101, 
which  cnuctB  that  every  woman  neglecting  to  maintain  her 
bastard  child  shall  ho  punishable  as  an  idle  and  dieordcrlv  person  ; 
and  that  every  woman  convicted  a  second  time  uf  such  un  offence. 


idWSttingller  biistarH  vhihl,  sliall  be  punishalile  an  n  ro^c  nnrl 
ngiAoDd' under  d  Geo.  IV.,  o.  8<1.  It  al^o  provides  thuc  attylums 
may  be  formed  for  the  temporary  relief  of  poor  parsons  found 
d<?fltitute  and  without  lorfging  in  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Jlristoi,  Ijeeda,  and  Birruingham  ;  and  that  if  they  desire  I't,  poor 
persona  admitted  to  any  such  asylum  shall  he  relieved  «riih  food 
and  lo<1ging  for  the  night ;  and  no  such  person  ahull  bo  detained 
longer  than  tho  ordinary  hour  of  hre^kfast  and  four  hours  after* 
wurdji,  unless  be  lia«  become  punishable  for  misbehaviour,  when 
he  may  be  confined  for  twenty- four  hours.  If  any  person  rt'Ceived 
into  such  an  a«ylum  gives  a  fulsc  uawe,  or  makes  a  false  state- 
ment, or  gives  different  names  on  difterent  ocvastous,  lie  is  to  be 
deemed  a  rogue  and  vagabond. 

lu  1^4(3  a  Select  Conimitlec  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  Poor  Law  Conimissioners  liud  exercised  tho 
powers  for  the  establishment  of  District  Asylums  for  the  lluuse- 
letis  i*oor  of  the  Metropolis  confided  to  thwn  by  this  i^tutule;  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  any  Asylums  supported  by 
Voluntary  :!ub&cription8  which  might  have  been  formed  for  the 
same  purpose. 

J/r.  RicluirH  IJnlJ,  awlstant  Poor  Law  Comroiitsioner,  stated 
before  this  committee  that  ho  thought  "  tho  tendency  of  the  cir- 
cular wbieh  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  ifuue  Co  the  masters 
of  workhounes  in  lH.'i7,  1838,  and  1839,  to  relieve  destitute  appli- 
cants, had  been  to  increase  vagrancy  and  mendicancy."  He  vraa 
also  of  opinion  *'  that  a  great  increise  of  tramps  and  vagrants  took 
place  from  transient  circamstnncee,  such  as  the  beginning  of  the 
hay  season  in  Middlesei,  Ksscr,  and  Ilertt'ordsliire,  or  of  llie 
hop  season  in  Kent  and  Sussex,  or  some  local  fair  or  horse-race." 

J/r.  Thotnax  jT/icriir,  Secretary  to  the  Workhouse  in  Marylebono, 
attributed  the  increase  of  vagrancy  to  the  acts  and  orders  of  tho 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  inducing  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
jHTsons  to  migrate  from  their  places  of  settlement  to  lurge  and 
[Kipulous  towns. 

The  migration  was  curried  out  by  the  directicn  and  eueouruge- 
nient  of  the  I'oor  Law  Commissioners,  and  be  ihuught  it  was 
carried  out  under  the  influence  of  threats  and  delusive  promisea 
that  were  iniide  to  the  mignints,  which  failed  to  be  realised. 

For  oxatople,  the  first  oomniunicaiion  that  was  made  with 
reference  to  migration  was  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  ISio, 
where  n  eircular  letter  was  addressed  to  the  munuiucturcrs  in 
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Lancashire  and  other  diBtriut*,  where  the  Poor  Law  CoTiiraisfliDnfr« 
wcro  informed  there  was  the  greatest  demand  for  labour,  with 
view  to  labour  being  supplied  from  Qgricuhural  districts  ;  and  tl 
Commiasioners  proceeded  to  state  that  the  first  trial  of  the  measure 
was  made  in  the  parish  of  Bledlow,  in  BuckiTighiira,  where  it  had 
b«en  reported  1o  them  that  numerous  ftimilitu  were  existiug  in 
extreme  distress,  and  where  land  would  be  thrown  out  of  oultiva- 
tion  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  burthen  to  the  ratea.  It 
was  admitted  by  31  r.  Muggcridge,  the  agent  for  migration,  that 
maay  of  these  parties  returned  from  the  maniifucturiog  districts 
again,  and  had  become  wanderers  iu  the  country. 

Ur.  Muggeridge  stated,  "Extravagant  and  unfounded  pro- 
mi^s,  and  where  these  failed,  threats  had  been,  he  was  informed, 
ill  some  cases  held  out  to  induce  persons  to  migrate ;  and  iustuncesj 
hud,  as  must  have  been  expected,  uLrcady  occurred,  in  whirl 
funiilies  brought  down  under  cuch  circumstances  had  been  returned 
to  their  parishes  at  an  expense  far  greater  than  the  amount  saveil 
by  their  temporary  absence  from  their  Bottlementa."  That  was 
confirmed  also  by  the  atatement  of  Mr.  Ilaker,  another  migration 
agent  in  Yorkshire,  who  said,  "The  objections  which  have  been 
urged  Rgainflt  the  KVAtcm  are  three:  Ist.  By  the  poor,  from  mis- 
Matementfl  which  have  been  made  by  idle  returners,  or  persons 
iticiipftcitalcd  from  working  by  bodily  infirmities,  and  who  hari 
bwn  therefore  obliged  to  return,  having  been  sent  by  theirparishc 
on  the  fallaciourt  rensoning  of  'out  of  sight  out  of  mind.'  " 

Mr.  Thonif  attributed  the  increase  of  vagrancy  partly  to  the 
unsettling  of  the  residence  of  ihcse  parties  at  the  time.  Upwards 
of  ten  thousand  persons  had  been  removed  in  the  short  «puoe  of 
two  years. 

But  he  principally  attributed  the  increase  of  vagrancy  to 
the  issue  of  the  circular  of  the  Poor  Law  CommiBsioners  in  1839, 
which  took  away  nil  discretion  frem  officers  as  to  the  relief  of 
pe^so^^  whether  deserving,  or  pereons  who  were  known  to  be 
professed  %agriml«, 

jlfr.  {nft^ritards  Sir  Sic/iartf)  Mar/ne,  Commisdioner  of  Police, 
stated  that  the  number  of  destitute  poor  perbons  found  iu  the 
streets  by  the  Metropolitan  Police,  frum  the  Ut  January  (o  the 
Slat  December,  1845,  was  1,1  II — bli  mule»  and  537  females.  Of 
these  34  males  and  '20  fcinalei*  were  taken  to  hoRpitals,  and  ^0 
ionics  iind  517  females  to  M'orkhousea. 

Mr.  Thomas  Jiru»hfelt!,  chairman  of  the  Wbttochapel  Union, 
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stated  ihtit  tlie  uuiuter  of  caaiial  poor  who  Hpplied  for  relief  in 
that  union  had  increased  fruin  ;J,l)S:i  in  IM'i  to  6,073  in  1845; 
and  evidence  was  given  of  a  groat  increase  in  other  unions. 

fTHHam  Jone«,  a  ciiiiHtablu  iu  pliiin  ulolhos  spocially  dotuled  to 
apprcheud  be^garti,  stated  tbui  the  greater  part  uf  them  wore 
Irish,  and  this  was  oorrohoraled  hy  the  secrutary  uf  tho  Mendicity 
Society. 

Strong  eTideuce  wiie  given  th»t  the  night  asyluind  attracted 
TBgranta  to  the  melropolis  and  were  otherwise  deDioruUijing. 

Lituienant  T.  L.  KnerUt,  secrelary  and  assintant  manugcr  to 
the  Mendicity  Society,  said,  "  During  tho  time  the  ni^ht  rufugvs 
were  open  they  hud  consideruhly  more  u|)p'.ieaut8 ;  they  multi- 
plied immediately ;  and  the  moment  the  refuges  were  closed  they 
decreased."  The  way  in  which  he  nucounted  for  it  wiis  that  a 
great  number  of  persons  came  to  London  in  Novoniber,  whvn  iha 
refugee  were  generally  opened,  hoping  to  get  lodging's  in  those 
rcfagea  at  night,  and  to  go  about  hedging  during  the  day<  It 
irv  not  an  unfrequent  answer,  when  they  n-ere  asked,  "  How  is  it 
you  have  come  to  London  again;  you  were  here  last  year?" 
"Oh,  I  thought  tho  '  Houseleaa'  wns  opon." 

He  put  in  the  following  statisticul  return  of  the  number  of 
applicants  for  two  weeks  before  the  '  Housel«»3'  was  opened,  and 
bit  two  weeks  afterwards : — 
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M'hen  the  private  asylums  were  open,  the  number  of  applieants 
to  tho  Mendicity  Huciety  undoubtedly  increased.  Those  uatablish- 
menta  were  decidedly  not  useful  in  lessening  vagrancy;  they 
rapidly  increased  it,  and  did  harm  instead  of  good.  He  knew 
that  many  of  the  applirants  were  young  prosLitutos  that  follntved 
the  railroad  and  other  lubourers  round  the  country  ;  they  travelled 
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round  the  country  in  Bummcr,  and  came  into  I»ndon  in  XoTomber. 
If  they  came  before  the  refuge  was  open  they  went  to  Peckhnm  ; 
then  ther  went  to  St.  OUvo'a ;  and  then  to  Greenwich  and  otbor 
unions.     Tliat  wae  ascertained  by  qneotioning  them. 

The  public  report  of  the  Mendicity  Society  for  1829  states : — 

*'  The  surplus  of  those  who  have  applied  for  work  arose  partly 
from  the  aeverily  of  the  8ea«on,  partly  from  the  absence  of  those 
ordinary  resources  of  employment  from  which  the  vagrant  poor 
derive  subsistence  at  other  periods  of  the  year,  and  partly  from 
the  tendency  of  that  humane  and  valuable  institution,  the  Society 
for  the  Uou^ele^s  Poor,  to  attract  persons  to  the  metropolis  by 
the  offer  of  nightly  lodging.  The  olTice  has  been  thronged  by 
such  applicants.  The  managers  cannot  advert  to  the  operations 
of  a  Society  so  closely  interwoven  with  those  of  this  int^titution 
without  expii!Sfiiiij»,  with  every  friend  of  humanity,  their  testimony 
to  its  beneficial  influence;  at  the  samo  time,  convinced  by  their 
esporiencc  of  some  years  of  it*  tendency  to  increase  the  numbiT 
of  Btreet  mendicants,  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  impress  upon  its 
directors  the  expediency  of  using  the  utmost  oircumspoclion  and 
vigilance  in  regard  (<>  the  persons  whom  thoy  may  adroit  us 
ohjectA  of  their  benevolent,  attention." 

In  the  report  of  1844  the  managers  say : — 

"  It  would  not  be  difficult,  porhaps,  to  assign  aome  of  the 
cauRCfl  which  have  apparently  prevented  this  town  from  partaking 
in  the  benefits  which  reWving  trade  seemed  calculated  to  confer 
on  every  part  of  the  country ;  »nd  the  managers  are  of  opinion 
that  the  great  facility  now  afforded  to  the  idle  and  profligate  to 
obtain  food  and  shelter  has  grcatJy  diminished  their  anxiety  to 
seek  for  employment,  and  that  very  many  have  been  drown  up  to 
Iiondou,  who  would  never  have  ventured  to  come  there  Miih- 
out  the  security  now  offered  to  them  sguinat  the  evils  to  which 
injprovideuce  would  formerly  have  oxiJOBcd  them.  Tho  experience 
of  tho-e  munugiTs  who  have  taken  their  ro{u  of  duty  tii  tho  ofTiee 
where  l>eg).'ur»  with  tickets  are  referred  for  exumiuuliun,  bus  bci'u, 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  upplicauts  uru  pvrst^us  who  lodge 
in  the  unious  or  refuges  for  the  houselesB,  where  ihey  gel  their 
supper,  bed,  and  breakfast,  wander  aliout  the  streets  all  day,  apply 
with  a  mendicity  ticket  at  the  society's  office  for  u  dinner,  niid 
in  the  evening  aeek  their  lodging  again  in  one  of  the  unions 
or  refiigee,  to  repi-al  the  same  proceeding  for   days  and  weeks 


AMI  BEOGAHS  A\T>  nEOGING. 


385 


together.  A  life  more  suited  to  the  habits  of  the  jroung  and  pro- 
fiigat^  of  both  s^xfts  can  hardly  be  conceived." 

The  ivpoit  of  IS  to  aUtcfl  ; — 

"liarly  in  the  month  of  Dwember  there  was  a  very  large  influx 
of  mendicants  of  both  sexes  from  the  country,  moat  of  thcra  voiuik, 
who  having  beggvd  ibt-ir  way  to  London,  sleeping  at  the  union 
booaoe  by  the  way,  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  or  about  London, 
sleeping  at  the  different  refuges  which  have  been  opened  for  the  dei?- 
tituto,  or  at  the  union  houses  in  or  near  the  metropolis,  and  apply- 
ing in  great  numbers  daily  for  food  and  other  assistance  at  the  uffiee 
of  this  society.  Many  of  these  applicants  appeared  to  be  of  very  quo*- 
tionuble  character,  und  are  known  to  havu  remained  two  or  three 
months  in  London,  making  no  exertion  whatever  to  obtain  work. 
Those  manapers  on  whom  tlio  duty  has  devolved  of  oxomiiiingfho 
persons  applying  with  tickets  for  relief,  have  \weii  led,  \)y  whnt 
they  hare  witnessed,  to  the  conclusion  that  a  large  floating  pojm- 
lulion  has  btH-n  created  by  the  facilities  now  given  to  vugninry, 
who  are  driven  from  their  homcB  by  tbo  discipline  of  tlic  work- 
house, and  encouraged  to  [ead  a  vagrant  life  by  the  certainly  that 
they  shall  find  u  nightly  refuge  in  the  vagrant  wards  of  the  dif- 
ferent union>houses  whilst  on  the  tramp,  nnd  an  asylum  in  the 
refuges  of  London  when  they  arrive  there." 

Mr   Jnmes  Jopp,  City  of  London  Union,  said  : — 

"  It  appeared  to  him  that  while  the  refuges  were  open  the 
number  of  applications  were  decreased,  partially  so;  but  imme- 
diately they  closed  he  had  found  the  number*  increafwd  more  tbdn 
they  were  before  the  refuges  were  opened.  In  1842,  before  the 
asylum  was  oponod  in  Playhouse- yard,  the  number  udmil  led  wus 
9t!(>  in  Due  week.  In  the  week  after  the  asylum  was  opened  there 
were  only  701  cuees,  showing  a  deereuse  of  2()5  in  the  week. 
Again,  the  week  before  the  refuge  closed  in  March,  1843,  the 
number  admitted  in  their  union  was  '6^59  ;  the  week  after  it  oloeed 
it  wo»  tilb." 

Witlinm  Jones,  constable  ibl  D,  «aid  that  the  superintendent 
bad  ordered  him  to  look  to  Ihe  night  asylums  at  the  time  the 
vagrauts  come  out,  when  the  inhabitants  complained  of  the 
nuisance  they  caused.  He  found  that  the  permns  who  generally 
■ttended  at  the  night  refuges  were  the  worst  of  vugrants,  the 
lowest  of  beggars,  who  were  begging  about  uU  day,  priucipully 
young  persons  of  both  sexes. 
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^fr.  John  Surd,  secrotury  to  llie  commillee  for  affording  Shelter 
to  the  Houselijss,  said  they  hud  three  asylums,  ooe  in  Playhouae- 
yard,  Whitecross  Struct,  ticcommoditliiig  &-M) ;  one  m  Olasshouae 
Street,  Ka»;t  SniithBcId,  accommodatinf;  <J4() ;  and  one  in  Ogle 
Struct,  Marylohone,  acuominudatiug  300.  The  average  number 
they  hud  in  the  three  asylums  was  1,000.  They  were  only  open 
during  the  inclement  ]>art  of  the  year. 

As  to  the  profitatile  cbanictor  of  these  asylums  to  their 
managers  the  following  suggestive  evidence  was  elicited  : — 

Mr.  Grortje  Gmjerette,  manager  of  the  West  Kud  Nightly  Kofage 
for  the  Houseless  Poor,  <jO,  Market  Street,  Kdgware  Koad, 
admitted  that  he  was  both  collector  »ud  manager,  nnd  that  in  the 
former  capacity  he  received  iTD  I  PI  and  in  the  latter  £75  out  of 
a  total  of  £803  loa.  He  alao  lived  in  the  honse  attached  to  the 
premises  rent  free,  and  procured  the  provisiona  for  the  house. 
The  refuge  was  only  open  from  the  27tK  December  to  the 
Ist  April.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  he  did  mithing  in  par- 
ticular, but  acted  as  a  general  dealer,  dealing  in  jewellery  and 
plate.  The  treasurer  and  auditor  was  his  brother-in-law,  and  iho 
committee,  consisting  of  four  members,  appointed  themselves. 

J/f-.  llfHi-y  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Hi.  Olave's  Vnion,  gave  a 
curious  reasoa  for  the  attraction  of  poor  persons  from  the  country 
to  that  uuion.  He  said  that  their  situation  being  so  near  the 
Burough  hospit.iU  brought  an  additional  burden  upon  them  in  the 
shape  of  a  better  description  of  poor.  Persona  came  up  from  the 
couulry  with  a  view  to  gain  admisBion  to  the  hospitals,  who,  if 
they  did  not  gain  their  point,  immediately  applied  to  the  reliev- 
ing ofiicers,  who  admitted  them  into  the  workhouse;  and  when 
they  came  out  of  the  hospital,  if  they  wore  too  weak  and  too  poor 
to  find  their  way  home,  they  were  rei;eivcd  till  they  were  able  to 
go  home.     That  was  a  very  common  oocurrcDCo. 

As  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  vagrants  who  name  to  them,  he 
aaid  they  were  very  troublesome  during  all  the  night ;  they  came 
in  in  gangs ;  and  if  a  wayfarer  to  whum  thia  protection  was 
afforded  happened  to  he  introduced  in  the  wanl  after  dark,  imme- 
diutely  they  knew  that  he  was  not  one  nf  them  they  set  upon 
him,  uml  Htole  his  ne^-kclotli  or  liitt  Hhoes,  and  behaved  to  him  in 
such  a  way  that  freqiu-ntly  the  poor  fellow  cried  to  he  allowed  to 
come  out. 

It  was  impossible  to  identify  the  wrongdoer,  or  to  aeparute 
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ihOM  oa»eB  in  «iich  a  vay  that  the  really  destitute  should  nat  be 
Kubjecl  to  that  kind  of  treatment. 

Some  very  remarkable  evidence  wa«  given  before  the  com- 
mittee by  on  anoopuous  vagrttut,  who  was  exutniued  as  "A.  B."* 

"  He  stated  that  he  was  then  an  inmate  of  the  Murylebono  Work- 
boose,  aod  wt-nt  into  service  as  a  page  at  the  age  of  tieventeen  or 
eighteen,  and  rcniuinod  throe  yours.  He  then  ran  away  to  'see 
the  country,'  went  round  Kent,  and  rclurnud  ti>  Lundun  at  tko 
•nd  of  three  mouths,  and  took  a  Rituatinn  us  puibuy  and  waiter, 
in  which  ho  continued  for  about  two  yciini  in  two  pluotw,  until  at 
lout  he  got  such  a  charaoter  for  Incoming  intoxicated  that  he 
noutd  not  get  a.  place.  He  was  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  was 
taken  to  the  infirmary  at  Marylebone.  After  his  discharge  he 
triod  to  get  something  tfl  do,  but  liaving  lost  bis  chanicter  he 
found  it  very  hard,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  take  t^)  a 
rambling  life,  and  get  food  wliere  he  could.  He  had  been  in  all 
the  refuges  for  the  destitute  in  T^ondon,  and  belioved  that  the 
vitgrauta  liked  the  gaols  better  than  the  workhouses. 

"The  class  of  persons  who  usually  got  admission  to  the  union 
workhouses  and  the  hoases  of  refuge  consisted  of  all  sorts  ;  there 
wore  a  few  countrymen  among  them,  and  somo  were  suilorv,  and 
(tome  were  very  bad  characters.  Not  ten  out  of  every  hundred  of 
them  would  be  really  deserving  ptn-.Aous.  If  a  deser^'ing  poor 
uum  was  admitted,  if  he  had  anything  about  him,  ouch  a  thing  as 
M  faandker>!luef  or  kuife,  they  would  have  it  in  the  course  of  the 
night.  They  bustled  about  him,  they  would  strike  blra,  being  so 
many  of  them.  He  had  had  his  food  taken  away  at  places  he  had 
'.  been  ut. 

"  He  applied  at  Newington  about  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
on  a  Sunday  evening.  He  was  given  half  a  pound  of  bread,  and 
a  rug  to  cover  him.  He  was  then  put  into  a  vcr\-  filthy  place ; 
and  the  moment  be  got  inside  the  door  tbe  bread  was  snatched 
out  of  bia  hand,  and  the  rug  too.  He  expostulated  a  little  con- 
cerning it,  and  they  heaved  a  pail  of  water  over  him,  and  two  or 
three  begun  attacking  him   because  he  did  not   belong  to  the 

"  There  woa  a  gang  called  Spcvin's  gang ;  there  were  not  so 
many  then  as  there  used  to  bo ;  some  had  been  transported  for 

*  Tliu  uuU)  hji»  het-n  id^iitilicij  u  a  etoaaiug-avcepcr  uamed  ty-iHutm  Read, 
wlitt  i*  rtiU  aliv«  (Fiebmajy,  m87). 
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AiSermi  Ibingt,  psrticularij  rinoe  Uie  plaoe  that  thcj  Bsed  to 
coWMt  ID — 8nutfafleU — tuu)  beeo  brolua  op.  They  were  in  the 
hvbiC  of  cocwiMhiy  peUy  robberiec,  tad  of  umaging  sod  oon- 
«OGting  tlMiB  is  Uia  rai^iwxit  ward. 

"VagnnU  did  not  ctond  in  the  Ipost  fear  of  itie  police,  at  tcoat 
the  oidat  part  of  tbcsn.  Persons  wlio  mode  applicatioii  at  nigbt 
for  admianon  into  ibe  Tagrant  ward  of  the  wcrkhouaea  were  moctly 
bcgglDg  in  the  dafUmft. 

*'He  coojtidrn.'d  tliat  houses  of  refuge  t«-nd«d  to  increaae  Tagranoj 
to  a  frighlfal  ext4^nt,  connidonng  there  were  many  Tagranta  who, 
well  knowing  tbcy  coald  get  a  lodging  anywhere  at  night,  would 
ipeod  their  money  in  drinking  and  all  i)ort«  of  debauchery. 

*"  Moat  TBgrantf)  lived  very  well ;  they  had  houses  where  they 
got  food  in  Ihu  daytimo. 

"  The  U.'«t  dwM  fur  u  bctJi^nir  1o  ircar  in  the  Htreeta  of  LandfUl 
wiu  D  Bmock-frock  ;  it  cxvitcd  mure  cumpaiMtiou  ;  though  they 
might  perhaps  have  been  in  London  two  or  three  yeara. 

"  The  beet  and  nioet  sQooeasfuI  g:irb  for  a  muu  to  assume  wus 
that  of  a  country  lubuurer.  Bach  u  man  might  get  five  or  six 
•hillings  a  day.  If  thcry  Fpeut  the  whole  of  that  money  in  drink 
and  diunpation,  they  could  easily  gnin  admiBsion  into  the  workhouse 
at  ni^ht.  Uo  had  known  many  of  them  come  in  quite  intoxicated. 
"  "When  be  was  in  the  country  lagging  ho  pretended  to  be  a 
•ervant  out  of  plnco.  In  going  ubtrnt  and  gotling  so  very  little 
food  at  the  ditforent  unioin*  hi*  got  to  feel  very  bad.  You  have  a 
comfortable  bed  in  prison,  and  he  preferred  going  there  at  timva 
to  get  a  little  rest. 

"They  are  very  riotous  in  the  Kensington  Fnion  sometimes; 
they  rob  one  anoihcr  very  much.  A  gong  went  down  there  onco 
for  the  expresfl  purpose  of  rohbing  a  bread  Hlore  in  Ilammersmith. 
At  the  Greenwich  Union  a  clothes  place  there  waa  broken  into, 
not  a  great  while  previously. 

"  A  great  many  perwins  who  live  by  vagrancy  leave  the  country 
(Vom  doing  Kintrlliing  wrong;  they  are  alVuid  to  go  bnck  agaia; 
they  oome  up  to  London,  and  they  find  there  are  so  many  places 
of  refuge  that  they  can  get  a  better  living  and  au  easier  one  in 
LonduQ- 

"  The  principal  number  are  Kugliah,  a  considerable  number 
Irish,  and  a  preat  many  Scotch. 

"The  ftivility  of  getting  n  night's  lodging  is  a  great  inducement 
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for  strangers  to  come  up  to  London.    Vugraucy  bod  bMii  oa  the 
inoreaae  during  the  post  four  years." 

In  tbe  Butnmn  of  IKtti  great  destitntion  prevailed  in  Ireland, 
owing  to  the  almost  univer^ul  and  entire  failure  of  the  potato 
crop.  The  consequence  of  this  waa  an  immense  Influx  of  Irish 
pauperism  into  England. 

Afr.  Ef/vnn/  Rmhlott,  atipendiury  magistrate  of  Liverpool,  govo 
the  foUon-iug  evidence  on  the  subject  in  the  year  1847,  beforo  tlia 
Select  Committee  on  Settlement  and  Poor  Removal : — 

"  Tbe  history  of  the  inBux  of  the  Iri^ih  into  Liverpool  may  bo 
given  in  »  few  worda.  In  tho  mouth  of  Xovemhor,  \^\Q,  I  waa 
Bitting  in  tbe  police-coort  every  day,  and  I  was  much  struck  with 
tbe  increase  of  Iri^h  vagrants,  and  on  iuquiiy  I  found  thai  the 
arrivala  were  very  numeroua.  Tbe  practical  o|ieration  may  be 
perhaps  elucidated  by  one  case.  Tbe  overseer  brought  up  a  womun 
for  begging,  fur  being  very  importunate  in  the  street.  I  suid, 
*  It  is  a  clear  case,  a  very  bad  cuse  ;  send  her  to  gaol.'  The  over- 
seer then  said,  *  She  has  six  children ;  if  you  send  her  to  gaol  I 
muU  tako  tbe  children,  and  it  will  beu  great  loss  to  me.'  I  said, 
'  If  fiiis  18  to  be  the  process,  there  is  an  end  of  the  Vagrant  Act 
in  Liverpool.'  He  would  have  bad  to  hire  a  uurso  for  the  young 
children,  if  soot  into  the  workhouse  without  their  mother,  and  the 
mother  hud  been  Aent  to  gaol.  I  did  not  send  her  to  gaol,  and 
tbny  wore  all  Acnt  into  the  workhouse;  and  that  case  illustratee 
pnictiuilly  the  working  which  has  attended  the  influx,  and  its 
effect  upon  our  parochial  funds.  The  influx  of  Irish  into  Liver- 
pool become  day  by  day  so  much  increased  that  on  the  Idth  of 
January,  1847,  I  ordered  tho  officers  to  be  stationed  when  the 
boat*  arrived  from  Ireland,  to  count  the  number  of  poor  people 
who  came;  and  from  tho  13th  of  January  to  the  19tb  of  April 
iiidusive,  there  had  arrived  in  Liverpool  131,402  poor  persons, 
many  of  them  shockingly  debilitated,  all  of  them  in  a  most  dia- 
trMsful  condition,  and  some  of  tbom  diseased.  Tho  emigration 
from  the  port  daring  this  period  amounts  to  43,146,  nearly  all 
Irish  ;  nineteen*  twentieths,  certainly  ;  ao  there  remain  iu  Liver- 
pool and  the  adjacent  country  a  balance  of  about  1K),000. 

"  A  grout  many  of  ibctu  buvo  rcmuinod  in  Livci*pool,  though 
tbe  town  la  already  overcrowded ;  wo  have  an  unhappy  notoriety 
about  our  habitations  for  tho  ])oor,  cellars  and  [)lacoa  of  that 
description,  whuro  of  course  there  is  great  mortality,  and  they 
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have  been  orammed  into  tliose  plucos  in  a  way  that  is  perfectly 
fxigbttul  to  think  of. 

"  A  good  many  of  the  90,000  have  paased  into  other  ports  of 
lllngland,  but  not  anything  Lilco  half.  A  gentleman  railed  upon  . 
me,  sent  by  Lord  8t.  Vincent,  the  other  day,  to  inquire  what  we 
were  doing,  as  the  Irish  paupers  woro  coming  into  Staffordshire 
so  fast,  and  they  have  gone  to  Slanchcster  in  great  numbers,  and 
into  Yorkshire. 

"  It  would  bo  phyaicaUy  impoBsiblo  to  administer  the  Vagrant 
Act ;  the  gitoL  in  Liverpool  ia,  under  ordinary  ciroumstanc&s,  quite 
inadequate ;  it  ought  never  to  have  within  it  more  than  4ti0 
people,  and  there  arc  more  than  700  in  it,  and  hardly  one  from 
vagrancy,  except  in  peculiar  cases  which  1  can  atato,  that  ia  to 
say,  when  a  man  came  to  solicit  charitable  aid  with  money  tied 
up  in  his  trousers,  the  relieving  officer  found  him  out,  then  I  havo 
committed  hira  under  (he  Vagrant  Act,  but  otherwise  the  Vagrant 
Act  is  a  dead  letter  in  the  whole  place ;  wo  arc  choked  out. 

"  There  has  also  been  a  great  incrcaae  in  the  numbers  of  Irish 
coming  into  LiTerpool  under  peculiar  circumstances.  An  Americaa 
ship  culled  the  Rochcsttt;'  having  on  hoard  200  Irish  peoplo  going 
to  the  Unit«d  States,  was  wrecked  last  week  on  the  Arklow  Buik^ 
on  the  coast  of  Wexford.  These  poor  people  were  taken  to  the 
town  of  Wexford.  Tho  captain  of  the  Rochester,  who  is,  I  under- 
stand, port  owner  of  tho  ship,  and  who  would  bo  looked  to  for  a 
return  of  the  passago-money,  was  on  tho  spot,  yet  notwithstand- 
ing this,  the  Hayor  of  Wexford  put  oU  these  destitute  persons  on 
board  a  steamer,  and  sent  them  consigned  to  the  Mayor  of  Liver- 
pool, as  he  said,  to  obtain  justice  and  charity  in  Liverpool. 

"I  am  persuaded  that  the  local  authoritios  and  landowners  havo 
sent  over  the  Irish  destitute  poor  to  a  large  extent." 

•  Thi«  vv«»d  wae  wt«ck«d  ou  the  north  end  of  the  Blacfcwstw  Bank,  April 
13,  1847. 


CHAPTER  Xir. 
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RpporU  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspcctora  in  ISIS  on  the  exUting  conditioit  of 
Ti^;tnncy — ChAracter  and  conduct  of  vu-^niiiL^— IniiiKnAC  infi«Me  of 
vt^iuncf  and  tt«  coosce — DQccrititioti  uf  tin-  Iri.-<h  poor  in  En^'Utud— Effect 
of  wilding  Irish  \-a;{nQtii  liome — luletroinmuniciLtioii  ainouKst  vaginnls— 
QhoI  ft  fiTourite  ncort  of  the  raerant — Coiu-mlniiiiit  of  propeny  by  tiaiup« 
— Socud  demoraluatioii  int)duo«l  by  voftrani^y — I'aot  Ldw  accotumodutiun 
forT^nmUi — Report  of  ttie  conuiiittM  of  lUM  on  Ihu  kiuovoI  of  the  Iriiih 
■ad  &otch  poor  Droiii  Euglimd — Dwrmw  of  vagraDAy  in  Irelanil  nnd  iU 
cluiJKr— Irish  paopere  eent  home  ftom  Livcipool — Resullit  of  tliu  iufliu  uf 
ItuIi  poor  into  LiTvtpool. 

In  the  year  1B48  a  seriee  ofvaluuble  Hoportsond  Commmucatioo* 
un  Va^Tatic}'  vraa  made  to  the  Pour  T<uw  Board  by  the  Iiupectors 
and  several  Boards  of  GuunlJHiis  and  individuals. 

The  general  character  of  the  vagrant*  is  thus  depicted: — 
"  For  ibe  most  part  these  vagrunta  are  the  refuse  of  society; 
spending  the  day  in  idleness,  begging,  plunder,  and  prostitution, 
and  repairing  at  night  to  the  workhuuso  on  their  route,  or  where 
they  expect  the  best  treatment,  instead  of  to  the  lov  lodging  bouses 
to  vhich  they  used  to  resort ;  they  thus  traverse  tho  country  in 
every  direction,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  induatrioua  poor; 
this  system  of  relief  affording  gre:it  encouragement  to  sturdy 
beggars  and  vagabonds,  who  prefer  a  life  of  idlcncaa  and  Tico  to 
honest  industry.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  as  the  certainty 
of  obtaining  a  night'9  lodging  and  food  gratuitously  has  bccomo 
more  geocmlly  known  amongst  this  class,  couptod  wiih  the  entire 
abaence  of  any  effectual  inquiry  into  their  habits  or  course  of  life, 
their  rosort  to  worlthousce  h(u  greatly  incroased,  and  will  no  doubt 
eoatinue  to  do  ho."  * 

"  In  describing  the  class  of  persons  commonly  colled  Vagrants, 
but  in  the  Poor  Law  vocabulary  designated  '  Tramp ;'  I  give  pr*- 
•  Ucport  uf  Mr.  Urenvillc  I'lgotL 
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cedcnco  to  llio  sturdy  English  mendicant.  He,  though  not  a  con 
slant  ocaipant  of  the  trump  ward  in  the  workhouBc,  is  frequently 
there,  either  having  relied  on  that  shelter  irhcn  ho  has  spent  hia 
last  penny  in  di»Hpfition,  or  ha^Hng  the  calculating  gelfiahnase 
•DTe  the  cost  of  his  lodging,  that  he  might  have  the  more  to  spend 
in  debauchery.  The  man  of  this  class  is  easily  recognised  hy  his 
patched  but  warm  and  ample  coot,  with  a  number  of  pocko1«,  and 
many  appliances  for  his  personal  comfort  miggcatcd  by  his  long 
experience.  Tie  never  viintR  a  workhouse  where  labour  is  exacted 
(unless  it  may  be  on  Saturday  night,  work  not  being  done  on 
Sunday),  but  leaves  early  without  work  or  breakfaat ;  Ary  broad,  or 
even  gruel  not  being  to  his  taste  when  be  can  remrt  to  the  wallet, 
left  well  stored  with  broken  victuals  in  the  custody  of  somo  (nend 
in  the  village. 

"  The  class  next,  and  more  important  from  increasing  nnmbera, 
is  that  of  the  young  Knglish  vagabond,  generally  the  native  of  a 
large  town,  probably  an  '  idle  apprentice,'  who,  firom  crime  or 
abandoned  conduct,  has  made  hiai8«>If  an  outcast.  Ilaring  no  ties 
to  bind  him,  he  finds  it  most  agreeable  to  travel  about  the  countr}*, 
being  sure  of  a  meal  and  a  roof  to  shelter  him  at  night.  The  men 
of  this  class  are  principtilly  of  from  17  to  25  years  of  age.  They 
often  travel  in  parlies  of  two  or  three,  having  frequently  a  young 
woman  or  two,  as  abandoned  as  themselvee,  in  company ;  begging, 
or  extorting  money  during  the  day ;  but  making  no  provision  for 
tho  night  or  the  morrow. 

"  This  is  a  very  numerous,  and,  I  fear,  rapidly  increasing  classy 
and  to  them  principally  belong  the  de6cra  of  authority,  who  b 
windows,  and  abuse  tho  officers,  refuse  to  work,  and  incite  others 
to  rebel.  Kor  these  the  gaol  has  no  terrors ;  but  it  is  a  desirable 
retreat  from  the  winter  cold,  or  as  affording  a  sanitary  asylum, 
where  the  best  medical  skill  and  the  most  proper  diet  for  the  cure 
of  diflcaae  engendered  by  filth  and  immorality  may  be  obtained. 

**  These,  as  a  class,  arc  of  tho  lowest  moral  character,  not  pos- 
sessing the  honour  generally  attributed  to  thieves,  and  not  only 
robbing  and  cheating  each  other,  but  shamelesaly  claiming  applauH 
for  it.  Their  habita  are  noisy,  disturbiug  the  fellow- lodgers  at 
night,  by  singing  aud  shouting  in  chorus,  and  corrupting  or  dis- 
gusting all  within  hearing  by  the  tales  of  crime,  and  boasts  of 
debauchery  in  which  they  emulate  each  other."  * 

•  Report  of  Ut.  W.  D.  Boose. 
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Captain  Carrot,  chief  of  police  at  Bath,  says: — 

"The  gcncmlity  of  tramps  go  from  irnion  to  Union,  calling  at 

,  Bath  on  their  way,  and  watching  the  ladies  in  their  walks ;  solitit- 

ig  alms,  which  are  afforded  to  get  rid  of  the  imporlunity.     Theso 

characters  generally  come  and  go  with  tlie  fashionable  visitors, 

wfaoise    lacoasiderate    charity    affords    gi-eat    eacouragcmeut   to 

them." 

Mr,  Bofmf  adds  the  following  obaynafiotts  : — 

"  Approaching  these  in  character  are  the  young  countrymen 
who  hare  absconded,  perhaps  fur  some  petty  poaching  oficnco,  and 
to  vUom  the  tacility  fur  leading  an  idle  vugubond  life  has  proved 
too  great  a  tcinptution.  The  tale  of  the  proSiguto  and  the 
applause  of  the  young  aspirant  has  frec{ueutly  been  pverheard  in 
tmmp  words. 

"Tbero  are  a  few  calling  thenuelves  agricultural  labourers, 
who  are  really  such ;  and  who  are  to  be  reiidUy  distinguished. 
There  are  a  few  mechunics  also,  chiefly  tailors,  shoemakers,  and 
masons,  who  are  occotiionally  destitute;  but  us  much  from  impro- 
Tideoce  and  improper  reliance  upon  workhouse  relief  as  from  any 
misfortune  or  necessity, 

"  Of  tho  fomalo  English  tramps  littlccon  bo  siud,  hot  that  they 
are  in  great  part  prostitutes  of  the  lowest  class.  .  .  . 

'*  At  Ayle«hury  the  muster  of  tho  workhouse  told  me  that  he 
had  frequently  heard  them  using  the  most  obscene  hinguage,  and 
flinging  songs  of  the  same  character,  and  that  he  overhears  them 
relating  their  ntori<?s  of  depredation  and  thef^,  emulating  each 
other  as  the  most  abandoned,  to  cam  the  applause  of  the  audience. 
It  would  be  endlcfis  to  multiply  tho  stutoments  to  this  effect 
which  have  Iwen  made  hy  officers  at  nearly  all  the  workhouses  I 
have  visited,  and  I  will  only  add,  that  the  English  are  con»ider«d 
»s  much  worse  in  character  than  theTrish.  The  statement  of  the 
relieving  oflScer  at  Neath,  Mr.  Bentley,  will  illustrate  the  general 
opinion.  Ue  says,  '  The  Irish  behave  best,  and  the  greatest  black- 
guards iMonf  from  the  large  towns  in  England.  If  I  refuse  relief, 
the  liish  will  lie  at  the  door  for  hours,  and  the  English  will  break 
the  windows.'  '* 

The  Cterk  of  the  Stockiiori  Union  is  of  opinion  that — 

"  1^0  mnjurity  o£  tho  trampcrs  and  vagrants  arc  professional 
mendicants,  wandering  about  the  country,  without  any  ordinary 
and  daily  trade  in  life  to  get  their  living  by.     This  ia  oponlj 
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avowed  by  most  of  tlicm,  wlio  boldly  say  they  have  been  in  every 
workbousQ  in  the  kingdom,  nnd  will  never  work  so  long  as  they 
Can  get  a  bed,  a  pound  of  bread,  and  a  pint  of  gruel  a  dby  ;  ond 
they  Tteit  the  dilTercat  workhouses  at  periodical  intervals  of  from 
two  to  six  montha." 

The  Cierk  of  the  CheBlerfifld  Union  observea  that — 
"  Amongst  the  officers  of  difi'ercnt  llaions  the  calculation  is  that 
three-fourths  of  those  who  partake  of  the  relief  given  (night  and 
morning),  the  moment  they  leave  the  wards  begin  to  beg.  and  so 
continue  through  the  country  they  traverse  to  the  next  union, 
during  which  journey  tho  moneys,  food,  &c,  ihey  obtain  is 
deposited  in  tho  care  of  the  most  couiidential  of  each  purty,  who 
repairs  to  tho  lodging  bouse  for  its  saio  keeping  until  tho 
morning, 

"  These  remarks  apply  altogether  to  the  Knglish  vagrants, 
and  generally  young  men  and  women  without  families;  iu  fact,  it 
is  rare  to  tind  un  aged  English  uiun  i»r  woman  amongst  the  appli- 
canU,  plainly  showing  that  the  class  of  persons  most  likoly  to 
require  assistance  are  rarely  found  the  reiripients  of  this  relief." 
The  Cffrk  of  the  SJiariilow  Union,  in  Derbyshire,  saya— 
"  It  is  found  that  at  least  nine-tenths  of  tbem  are  wandering 
about  without  any  settled  purpose,  and  upon  being  discharged 
from  the  workhouse  in  the  morning  it  frequently  takes  them  some 
time  to  decide  whether  they  shall  travel  towards  the  north  or  the 
south.  The  evil  is  not  only  confined  to  workhouses,  which  ara 
now  resorted  to  regularly  as  oommou  lodging  bouses,  but  in  a 
rural  dintrict  like  ours  it  is  seriously  felt  by  the  inhabitants: 
nearly  all  these  tram|iers  beg  during  the  day,  and  frequently 
extort  alms  from  tbe  residents  at  odd  houses  (particularly  if  the 
tatter  are  females)  by  threats  of  violence." 

At  LuUericorth  the  relieving  oiHcer  states  "  that  many  of  these 
vagrants  and  trumpers  have  applied  for  assistance  in.  a  state  of 
intoxication,  and  have  been  very  abusive  to  him." 
The  Mastfr  of  the  Cwiford  Union,  in  Sutiblk,  says — 
"  Above  four  years  ago,  I  admitted  into  the  house  a  bold  beggar, 
almost  in  a  state  of  nudity.  On  tho  following  morning  I  endea- 
voured to  elicit  from  him  his  mode  of  life.  Among  other  things 
he  observed,  that  ho  found  it  to  his  advantage  to  travel  in  that 
state,  with  a  view  to  excite  tho  compassion  of  tho  public.  Ho 
further  added,  that  the  greatest  sum  ho  ever  realised  in  one  day 
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hy  bciggtiig  vts  ten  shillings  ;  but  when  bogging  through  a  large 
town,  he  thought  it  b  poor  day's  work  if  he  did  Dot  beg  five  shiU 
'lingB. 

*'  A  few  weeks  ftince,  I  admitted  into  the  bouse  two  of  the  most 
impudent  vagrants  I  have  ever  met  with.  On  qucatloQing  them 
respecting  their  religion,  one  of  them  observed  that  he  vwt  no 
religion  ;  the  otlier,  that  he  was  a  horse's  religion,  I  inquired 
whnt  be  meaot  hy  u  hor»e'»  religion  ;  bis  reply  was,  that  be 
worked  from  Monday  morning  till  Suturdtiy  night  like  u  hurse, 
and  on  Sunday  he  rambled  about  ibe  fields.  I  merely  mentioa 
this  to  show  the  impudent  beariug  of  this  vlasD." 

The  Chairmnn  of  the  liutbin  Urjioti  observes — 

"  Too  often  haa  it  bt.'en  found  that  many  of  the  vagrants  are 
portions  of  regular  gangs  of  housebreakers,  who  rob  the  dwellings 
of  cottagers  when  the  family  are  at  work  tn  the  fields." 

Mr.  Jioatc  thus  euma  up  the  evidence  on  the  subject : — 

"  The  belief  resulting  from  all  my  inquiries  and  experience  on 

'  this  subject  ia,  that  at  the  least  90  out  of  every  hundred  occupanla 

of  the  tramp  wards  have  no  claim  upon  the  honest  poor  man's  liind." 

The  following  tei^timnny  is  furnished  of  the  immense  increase 
of  vagrancy  at  this  period  : — 

Number  of  vagrants  admitted  into  workhouses — 

During  the  six  months  ending  30th  Sept.,  lS-16     18,533 

1847    44,937 


Lioieue  of  in  18-17 


26.404 


Watford  Union. 
Number  of  vagrants  relieved : — 
1841     1842     1843     1844    1845    1846      1847      1818 
422      810      558      627      918      953 


2.486     3,487 


A  return  of  the  tramps  relieved  in  the  township  of  Warring- 
ton between  March  25»  1847,  and  March  25,  1848 : — 


EnsIiKli.         Iri*&.         Scotch. 

4,701       13.038       427 


Xalivea  of  otJicr  placM.  7'oU]. 

156  17,322. 


Mr.  Ilairtey  furnishes  the  following  observations  va  to  the  social 
^ character  of  the  iiidividuuls  who  were  then  avgmentiug  the  ranka 
111  vagabondism : — 
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"Of  tlie  increoiie  of  vagrancy  since  Ihe  autumn  of  1846,  and 
tbv  alarming  beigbt  at  whii-h  it  bae  arrived  at  the  present  time, 
the  returns  wbicb  have  hitely  been  transmitted  by  the  clerk*  of 
the  Unioufl  to  the  Poor  Law  Board  will  afford  tufficient  cridenoe 
witbnut  producing  any  further  etatisticuL  proofs  of  the  fact. 
At  Lho  period  above  alluded  to,  the  evil  which  had  always 
existed  in  a  mitigated  degree  was  Bggravat(.-d  by  the  fiiilure 
of  the  potato  crop  in  Ireland,  and  the  diatrosa  consequent 
upon  that  great  cutioual  calamity,  and  thousands  of  the  labour- 
ing nutivas  of  that  portion  of  the  empire,  allured  by  the  pros- 
pect of  employment  and  that  charitable  aid  which  the  sympathy 
and  benevolent  feelings  of  ibe  {leople  of  tbia  country  always 
prompt  them  to  extend  to  the  needy  and  helpless,  flocked  to  its 
shores,  pourin;*  a  torrent  of  iiimiigrntion  over  it  which  it  baa  since 
been  found  diflicull,  and  oven  imixwhible  under  exiatiug  enact- 
ments, to  represB.  NotwiUistaruling  the  enormous  grants  from 
the  public  funds  destined  for  their  support  in  (heir  oini  country, 
the  band  of  charity  ^-aa  freely,  and  perbaiw  with  too  little  con- 
sideration of  the  consequences,  extended  to  them  in  Mis,  and  that 
which  was  intended  only  as  s  temporary  alleTiation  of  their  suf- 
ferings baa  been  converted  into  an  incentive  to  a  permanent 
system  of  mendicancy,  with  its  u^ual  acoompuniments  of  idleness, 
vice,  and  disease. 

"  These  observations  are  intended  to  apply  to  tb^  Irish  immi- 
grants, but  the  partial  dislre«8  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and 
the  want  of  funds  to  carry  on  the  works  on  railroads  now  in 
the  course  of  construction,  have  lately  introduced  another  class  of 
Knglisb  mendicants  into  the  northern  counties,  who,  allured  by 
the  BucccBS  which  attended  the  irruption  of  the  Irish,  have 
established  a  similar  system  of  professional  vagrancy,  but  ar« 
found  for  more  difiicult  to  deal  with,  being  for  tbo  most  part 
persons  of  previously  wortbletus  character,  for  whom  a  prison  hu 
no  terrors,  and  who  set  all  law  and  authority  at  defiance." 

Mr.  Aiieurin  Oictn  supplies  the  following  supplementary  infor- 
■^otion : — 

'  irruption  of  vagrants  uf  every  descnption  into  the  towns 
*y  places  has  reached  to  a  groat  and  annoying  extent. 
IS  of  them  composed   of  Irish,  generally  squalid, 
uqueatly  fever- stricken,  met  with  the  most  com- 
i ;  and  although  the  burden  was  heavily  felt. 
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complBints  respecting'  it  wort  not  loudly  osproascd.  Their  desti- 
tution wa*  gf-ncroiiBly  relieved,  trusting  the  Now  Iriah  Poor  Iaw 
would  in  future  prevent  such  an  immigration  of  miMrablo  objects. 

"  Concomitantly  with  them,  another  class,  that  of  importunato 
Sturdy  tramps,  has  been  ])emmbulHting  the  country,  composed 
l^enerally  of  young,  idle,  and  {nsolent  able-bodied  ineu,  uniimouablo 
ito  discipline,  thn»iteuing  and  committing  lawless  acts  of  violence 
in  the  workhouses  where  they  obtain  nightly  shelter,  freq^uontly 
refusing  to  perform  any  tusk  of  work  unless,  which  can  seldom 
be  the  case,  a  force  be  at  hand  to  overpower  their  reaiatance. 
Tb«y  stroll  in  bodies  through  the  country  places,  comniittin<; 
depredations,  and  terrifying  the  inmates  of  lone  farmhouses  and 
cottages  into  giving  them  money,  ^noe  the  establishment  of  a 
more  effective  police  in  the  large  towns,  un  additional  number  nf 
them  appears  to  have  been  driven  into  the  country,  at  least  it  ia 
aupposod  so." 

The  reasons  for  the  increase  of  va^Tancy,  apart  from  the  irrup- 
tion of  Irish  pauperism,  appear  to  have  been  twofold  :  first,  the 
genera]  facilities  for  wandering  afforded  to  vaj^rants  by  providing 
them  with  food  and  shelter  at  the  workliouse ;  and  second,  the 
•pccial  attractions  ftirnishoA  by  the  Night  Asylums.  Mr.  S/och- 
(iaU,  superintendent  of  Police  at  CardiH*,  supplies  the  following 
evidence  on  the  second  of  these  points  : — 

"  For  the  first  throe  or  four  years  of  my  being  here  vagrancy  was 
unknown ;  at  least  the  style  of  it  which  exiats  now.  The  pre- 
sent system  commenced,  (I  should  think)  between  eight  and  nine 
year*  ago,  in  a  triding  degree;  perhaps  one  or  two  of  a  night. 
There  had  first  been  a  refuge  in  Swansea,  established  by  private 
•ubecription.  In  the  winter  following,  one  was  opened  here  by 
umilurmeuua.  ....    The  majority  went  from  this  townrditSwaii- 

ficn,  having  come  frum  Newport Tho  majority  of  the^o 

were  those  who  mude  vagrancy  a  profession,  which  profession 
w«s  entirely  induced  hure  by  tho  opening  of  night  asylums  in 
Swoiuea,  Newport,  luid  hero.  The  majority  of  applicants  were 
.  gingle  men,  generally  from  18  to  30 ;  the  greater  part  of 
whom  came  frum  Knglaud,  mostly  from  Somerset  and  Wilts. 
One  or  two  whom  I  know  In  Loudon  (and  particularly  one  who 
iiued  to  sweep  a  crosalng  in  the  Strand),  told  me  that  they  had 
heitrd  of  the  accommodation,  and  had  come  down  to  see  tho 
country.     The  crossing-sweeper  told  me  that  he  had  heard  from 
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trampv  that  be  would  be  suro  of  breakfuat  and  supper  and  a  night's 
lodging.  At  first,  when  we  bcgtuo  to  soarcb  Ihem,  we  generally 
found  small  sums  of  money,  but  aftor  a  weok  or  two  they  uaed  to 
know  and  maiinge  differently. " 

Tho  Guaniians  q/  Hurton- upon- Trent  state  that  "  they  havo 
hcen  greatly  disappointed  iu  the  practical  results  of  the  system 
established  in  the  year  1839,  for  relieving  vagrants  by  ticketa  at 
tho  Union  Workhouse.  Instead  of  operating  as  a  check  on  vagrancy 
and  mendicity,  it  holds  forth  a  direct  oncouriigoment  to  the  idle 
and  dissolute  to  wander  from  place  to  place  throughout  the  king- 
dom. The  ready  means  of  obtaining  lodging  and  food  at  each 
Union  Workhouse  hath  given  that  facility  for  wandering,  that 
advantage  hath  been  taken  of  this  system  of  relief  by  reputed 
thieves,  attendants  at  races,  fairs,  and  other  public  meetings,  on 
their  way  to  these  places  of  resort." 

Mr.  Boa*t  makes  the  following  supplementary  remarks  : — 

"The  increase  of  vagrant  applications  appcam  to  have  com- 
menced by  ft  few  applying  to  the  workhouse  in  1841 ;  since  which 
time  it  has  grown  each  year  in  a  rapidly  progressive  ratio.  The 
increase  for  tho  two  first  quarters  of  the  prcaeat  year  over  the 
correeponding  oaos  of  the  year  1846  is  goneraL  The  number  in 
tlie  year  1847  is  not  used  for  comparison,  being  considered  as 
greatly  afTocicd  by  the  Irish  famine.  But  iu  many  cases  the 
inoreaee  has,  for  the  last  few  months,  oxceeded  tho  corresponding 
months  of  even  that  year." 

The  Guardians  of  tho  Metropolitan  Parish  of  8t.  Martin  state 
in  a  memorial  to  the  Poor  Law  Board  that — 

"  Previously  to  the  year  1839,  the  parish  of  St.  Martin- ia-lhe> 
Fields  experiencoil  but  little  inconvonjenco  from  applications  for 
relief  from  what  are  called  casual  poor.  Such  appliaitions  were 
of  rare  occurrence  until  tho  year  above  mentioned  ;  when  persons 
having  no  known  place  of  abode  applied  before  this  date,  thoir 
demands  were  generally  mot  by  the  affording  some  relief  in  food, 
and  occasionally  a  night's  loilging.  The  numbers  of  these  vagrants 
applying  for  relief  began  gradually  to  increase  during  the  year 
188'J,  when  707  such  |>crsons  received  adinissioii  into  the  work- 
house of  St.  Martin-in-the-Ficlds. 

"  In  1840  the  number  of  such  admissions  was  nearly  doubled,  a« 
in  that  year  It  amounted  to  l,*376.  The  mischief  rapidly  extruded, 
until,  iu  184G,  as  many  as  6,308  casuals  or  vagrants  were  ad- 
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mtttod,  and  in  tho  last  year,  1B47,  no  less  than  ll,i}74  admifisiona 
of  tramps,  including  wives  and  children,  took  place.  .  .  , 

"  The  vagrancy  eoems  to  have  become  a  habit  and  aystom  with 
vast  Qumbcra  of  idle  mendicants  and  others,  who,  while  they  can 
procure  a  night's  lodging;'  and  a  meal,  will  continue  to  prowl  iiboiit 
the  metropolis  during  the  day  bogging  or  atcaliag,  and  rcmuiuing 
content  with  this  luzy  and  vicious  exirtenco." 

The  Clrrk  etf  the  Think  Union  rt-ports  : — 

"  I-ast  year  the  increase  (of  vagrants)  was  principally  occasioned 
by  the  Irish,  this  year  they  are  of  a  different  clasa,  mostly 
English  from  tho  southern  counties,  young,  idle,  and  lawless. 
Thi«  increase  may  in  part  bo  accounted  for  from  the  number  of  men 
dismtased  from  public  works ;  but  there  can  bo  no  doubt  tbut 
when  in  full  work,  the  charactors  relieved  in  the  workhouse  have 
spent  their  money  iu  diMii>ation,  calculating  on  the  assistance  of 
workhouse  accommodation  in  getting  home  again,  or  in  rambling 
about  the  country  ostensubly  peeking  work.  It,  however,  shown 
the  lamentable  condition  of  this  class,  that  many  ot"  them  commit 
oiTcnoea  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  prison.  During  tho  lust 
quarter,  fifteen  have  been  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction 
for  breaking  windows  or  destroying  their  clothes.  Tlie  vagrant 
ward  window-frames  have  been  pulled  entirely  out  and  destroyed, 
sa  well  as  the  form  for  sitting  on  in  the  room.  The  yelling, 
shouting,  and  diijordur  in  the  ward  has  occubiuiially  been  such  as 
1o  prevent  tLs  inmates  from  getting  any  rest,  and  the  officers  of 
the  workhouse  have  Im^ou  wholly  miublo  to  tiuell  the  disorder." 

Mr.  Boose  furniHbes  the  following  desvriptiun  of  the  Irish  poor 
who  came  over  at  this  timo: — 

"  The  Irish,  who  form  by  far  the  majority  of  the  applicants  for 
casual  relief,  remain  now  to  he  described.  These  con  scaiecly  bo 
claasiticd  in  any  other  way  than  :ui  those  who  come  to  England  to 
labour  and  those  who  cwmo  to  beg.  To  the  former  class,  as  a 
class,  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  attribute  settled  habits  of  industry 
or  pride  of  self-dependence.  I  fear  they  yield  too  readily  to  their 
disposition  to  idleness ; — the  difficulty  of  providing  supper,  brctak- 
fast,  and  lodging  for  themselves  being  removed  by  the  workhouse. 
This  cla«  are  physically  superior  to  the  mass  of  Irish  vagrants, 
wear  better  clothing  (generally  the  gr**y  frieze),  and  are,  at  least, 
less  disgustingly  filthy  and  infested  with  vermin.  It  appears 
that  for  very  many  years  considerable  numbers  of  these  have 
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anaually  oome  to  England  in  the  opring;,  to  work  at  hay-horrest, 
remaining  for  corn-harvest  and  hop-piclitng,  and  then  have 
carried  homo  their  eiimingR  in  the  autumn,  seldom  rosorting  to 
begging.  Formerly  this  course  was  general,  until  within  tho  la«t 
four  or  five  years,  and  especially  since  the  failure  of  tho  potato 
crop  i  wfa«D  greater  numbers  were  brought  to  England,  more  than 
there  was  work  for ;  consequently  the  tramp-wurd  became  the 
refuge  of  the  surplns,  and  tho  inducement  to  many  to  remain  ia 
England.  A  great  many  linrvcst-men  land  at  Newport  and  the 
Welsh  ports  ;  but  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  Irish  I  eaw 
iu  Wales  were  women  with  small  children,  old  men  apparently 
feoblot  pregnant  women,  and  girU  and  boyx  about  ten  years  old. 
Oreat  uumbers  of  Irish  arc  landed  on  the  WuUh  coast ;  but  the 
amount  uuuuut  be  asc-erluiucd  or  even  guessed  at.  They  are 
brought  OTor  by  coai  vessels  as  u  return  cargo  (Iking  haHatl),  at 
very  low  fares  (Ss.  Gd.  is  tho  highest  sum  I  beard  of),  huddled 
together  like  pigs,  and  oommuuicattDg  disease  and  vermin  un 
their  pasBUge.  Thrust  uu  shore  claudesliuely,  perhaps  iu  the 
night  (fur  there  is  great  odium  attached  to  the  truffiu),  lauded  in 
the  mud  in  some  obscure  part  of  the  river,*  exhausted,  faint,  and 
feverish  from  privation  of  food  and  air,  ia  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
these  bocomo  the  medium  of  extending  fever  and  contagion  into 
the  heart  of  tbo  kingdom,  into  the  asylums  of  the  poor,  where 
it  Knds  ita  most  susceptible  victims  and  its  grcat«»t  stronghold  in 
the  overcrowded  rooms  V 

"  Tlia<te  landing  in  Wales  arc  nearly  all  helplcsn  and  burdensome 
to  the  community.  Tho  incrodiblo  number  of  widows  with  three 
or  fear  small  children,  who  came  over  to  'get  a  hit  for  the  chil- 
dren ; '  others  professing  to  bo  married  women  whose  husbands 
are  supposed  to  be  in  London ;  young  girls  and  boys  looking  for 
parents,  brothers,  and  uncles,  who  may  or  may  not  be  found ;  and 
again,  a  very  numcreus  class  of  old  women  who  have  tried  the 
basket  of  tapes  in  vain  for  a  livelihood,  and  who  now  undieguisedly 
say,  when  asked  where  they  are  going,  '  T  don't  know  ;  just  going 
up  and  down  everywhere,  your  honour.'  There  are  a  greut 
many,  perhaps  nejirly  half  of  the  Irish  now  in  England,  who  have 
abided  with  us  all  last  winter,  filling  the  refuges  and  absorbing 
the  greater  part  of  the  obarities  distributed  at  that  season.   I  bave 

*  Mtich  of  ihie  ox|H!rience  npncani  to  be  a  rcptition  of  a  ainulsr  state  of 
tliiiijfK  ill  Att)i;u>i,  l<>2ei,  luicl  Apnl,  IG2i».     Sec  p.  \A6. 
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no  hentRtion  in  expressing  as  my  opinion  that  many  called  I^ng- 
liah  ragruntd  aro  of  Irish  origin.* 

*'0r  the  young  fcmulo  Irish  tramps  many  are  undoubtedly 
prostiiutos,  harinp  been  corrupted  by  vilo  associations  which  not 
eTcn  the  nntionol  character  for  chastity  could  sKirld  them  aguinst. 

"My  suspicions  wore  much  more  excited  by  the  appourance  of 
the  lri«h  landing  in  Wales,  that  they  had  been  got  rid  of  as 
burdens,  or  probuhle  burdens,  upon  aocicty  at  bomc.  And  some 
evidence  exists  to  support  the  supposition.  Speaking  of  the  influx 
in  1847,  Superintendent  Stockdalc,  of  the  Xowport  police,  says,  in 
bis  examination,  '  A  grcut  many  told  me  that  Mr.  ••*  of  •'*,  near 
Cork,  had  paid  2*.  6d.  for  their  pa.is.-ige  ;  I  think  in  hundreda  of 
in-ttflP^"**  I  was  told  thiit.' 

"A  remarkable  fact  i«,  that  all  the  Irish  whom  I  met  on  my 
route  between  Wale*  and  T>ondon,  said  they  came  from  Cork 
county.  This  is  also  confirmed  by  the  ofHcure  who  relievo  them 
at  Chepstow,  Newport,  and  Cardiff.  Sir.  Johu,  the  rolioring 
olltcer  ut  tho  latter  place,  told  me,  in  his  examination,  *  That  not 
one  out  of  every  100  of  the  Irish  came  from  any  other  county  than 
Cork.  There  are  a  few  Tipperary  men,  but  these  do  not  trouble 
iu ;  they  ore  more  industrious  in  their  habits  than  Cork  penplu.' 
And  further, — '  Not  one-half  of  the  Irish  are  ubic-bodiod ;  I  believe 
that  tboy  are  Bcnt  here  faect^use  they  are  likely  to  become  churgo< 
able  at  homo.* " 

Saperintenflrnl  Sioeiittair  further  says — 

"  Tho  Cork  vessels  used  to  land  the  Irish  poor  at  Cardiff;  at  firflt 
13  or  14  in  a  vessel,  then  increasing  to  upwards  of  200  in  one 
vessel.     I  mode  various  reports  to  the  Marquis  of  Rute,  our  late 

I*rd  Lieutenant,  at  the  time;  a  great  many  told  me  that  Mr.- 

of  ,  near  Cork,  had  paid  *Js.  fid.  for  their  passage.     I  think 

in  hundreds  of  instances  I  was  told  this.  They  cumu  direct  to  me 
or  to  the  relieving  officer  ;  having  been  told  in  Ireland  that  they 
might  depend  upon  being  relieved  immedi.itely.  They  werv  many 
of  them  apparently  starving,  and  many  in  advanced  stage  of 
dtMOse,  One  wzls  found  dead  in  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  and  an 
inquevt  was  held  on  the  body  ;  many  died  shortly  after  landing. 

••  JIarriet  ITtixtabk,  the  manager  of  the  tramp-house  at  Newport, 
ijB,  '  There  is  hardly  a  family  that  have  come  over  and  applied 
^to  mu  but  we  have  found  s  member  or  two  of  it  lU.     They  aro 
rhic6y  troubled  with  dysentery  now,  not  fever;   some  in  a  shock- 
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Ing  Hlthjr  state :  tbcjr  don't  Utc  long  witb  it,  there  u  a  sort  of 
drop6]r  attonfls  with  it. 

**  •  Thoy  sre  very  remarkoblo :  ihoy  will  pat  salt  by  banns*  full, 
and  drink  a  great  quantity  o(  vatcr  after.  I  have  Trcqacntiy 
Iniown  them  (childirn  and  grown-up  people),  iboae  who  hare  been 
■titpping  with  us,  and  who  could  not  have  been  hun^pr,  eat 
t-'ulilwigu-loBTeH  and  other  rofuao  from  the  aab-heops.  I  prevent 
tbem  now.     I  really  hclitire  they  would  cat  almost  anything.* 

Mr.  Jo*f}ih  Lt'H'ia,  niafrterof  Chcpslow  Workhouse,  «iy^,  'There 
^tre  more  women  than  men  with  the  Iri^h.  I  think  the  men  p^ 
on  before  their  wires  and  fumilios  without  colling  hero  (perhapfi 
to  eioiipe  work,  which  wo  muku  them  do).  Some  of  the  Irieh 
fitmtliefl  appear  to  bo  making  for  no  place,  and  we  see  them  often 
in  their  rounds.' 

"  The  M'utn-  of  Staffoiii  Union  WarkhoitKe  remarks,  •  The  Irish 
P'fere  extremely  filthy  in  their  hahita,genenilly  swarming  with  Termlii. 
Tliu  Irish  women  are  even  more  tiltby  than  the  men.  The  younger 
Iridh  women  appear  to  be  generally  proetitutea.'  Similar  statements 
to  this  biive  been  repeated,  without  exception,  at  all  the  work- 
hounos  risiteil." 

The  Qj-furit  Mriiilicity  Sm-iiff/  sliite  that — 
"Quei^ttoiiN  htivo  been  mudu  tvgulurly  to  the  Iriifh  [)tiu])ers  who 
jiire  now  flocking  into  Oxford  to  ascortata  who  has  furnished  the 
nietins  for  making  their  |HUiKage.  There  is  a  general  nnwillingnesB. 
^to  answer  the  quusLiun  at  all,  but  it  haa  been  admitte<l  in  some'^ 

3B  that  Rotne  pernjiis  in  authority,  who  mem  fnmi  the  descrip 
"tion  to  have  been  Poor  Law  Oflicers,  have  given  money." 

J/r.  Urodilhrn-fii,  relieving  ofllcer  of  the  Coiigleton  Union,  thus 
characterises  both  the  English  and  Iri^h  vagrants  at  this  period  ^— 
"During  the  ijuarter  ending  yr»th  Decora ber,  1847,  l,fi!)4  tramps 
woro  admitted  to  the  Congk'lon  Union,  of  which  80  per  cent,  were 
Irish.  Many  of  the  Irish  state  they  are  in  aeiirch  of  work ;  yot 
one  of  tbem  told  Pickford,  the  manager,  that  the  greater  part 
would  curse  any  man  who  offered  thorn  employment.  (The  man 
made  the  same  statement  to  me.)  An  Irishman,  a  few  week* 
bttck,  told  Pickford  that  he  had  lived  by  begging  for  the  loat, 
fifteen  years,  and  never  done  a  day's  work.  The  English  vagrants' 
are  ootion-workers,  wool-oombera,  hatters,  &c..  Chough  at  times 
habituuL  mendicants  are  amongut  tbo^  who  are  admitted.  Pick- 
ford  fltatea  he  has  been  tvld  by  vome  of  the  tramps,  that   if  food 
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yras  f;iven  in  every  case  thf.  iipplicuiit^i  wimlil  lie  nixfold.  No 
I:iboar  is  imposed ;  each  moruiiig  they  uro  taken  out  of  the  towa 
hy  the  1)«arlles. 

The  efffct  of  Ben<Hng  the  Irish  vfljjranfs  home  soenii  to  have 
atimnlated  the  flow  of  vagrancy  instead  of  stopping  it,  a»Mr.  2iwi$t 
ohservcg  : — 

"  With  n'pird  to  the  riddance  of  Iramps  hanfring  wlxmt  a  town, 
nothing  Appears  to  be  effectual.  Even  those  rt-inoved  undur  the 
luw  for  Irish  removals  will  return  again  aft*r  a  fuw  day*,  tig  has 
been  experienced  wt  Cardiff  and  at  Liverpool ;  and,  in  my  opinion 
(founded  on  what  I  have  gleanwd  from  tramps),  this  remedy  re-acts 
npon  itflclf,  doubtless  inducing  many  to  venture  the  journey  from 
Trfland,  oouliding  thut  at  tlie  wor&t,  should  England  turn  out  nnb 
to  be  the  Donido  represented  to  them,  they  will  be  forwarded 
home  Bgaiii  gratuitously,  and  inducing  many  Irish  tramps  to  resort 
to  the  towns  where  this  practice  is  adopted,  from  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  obtaining 
gratuitous  piLSsago  home." 

If  any  testimony  were  needed  by  tbose  who  have  studied  Iho 
tjneation  of  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  wliole  fraternity  of 
tramps,  it  would  be  afforded  by  the  intimate  fellowship  thoy 
maintain,  a  fellowship  and  interchange  of  information  carried  on 
fur  every  evil  purpose  and  for  no  good  purpose.  The  following  is  a 
typical  revolution  of  the  freemasonry  which  exists  amongst  them : — 
"  It  i»  remarkable,  however,  with  what  tolegraphio  despatch  the 
I  whole  corps  of  tramps  become  acquainted  with  any  altered  circum- 
iucos  hearing  upon  their  relations  with  particular  unions.  In 
the  North  Witchford  Union,  for  example,  it  happened  that  two 
months  ago  the  stock  of  junk  for  oakum-picking  was  exhau-<iteil, 
and  the  gtiardians,  not  then  appreciating  sufficiently  the  necessity 
of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  5  and  6  Vict.,  c.  57,  h.  5,  delayed  to 
anihoriae  the  master  of  the  Doddington  Workhouse  to  procure  a 
fre«li  supply.  In  the  very  next  week  the  number  of  vagrants, 
which  had  for  some  time  previously  averaged  about  '20  per  week, 
incrcaned  to  45,  in  the  second  week  to  67,  in  the  third  week  to  76, 
and  then,  oakum-picking  having  been  i-eQumed,  the  number  as 
steadily  decreased  till  it  reuchwl  llu>  ujkuoI  average."* 

Hardenwl  in  vice  and  frec^uuntly  gruduutcd  in  crime,  gaol  has 
no  terrors  for  the  vagrant ;  Sir  John  WalHham  thus  writes  upon 
the  subject : — 

"  ltc|>ort  of  Sir  Juliu  Wulahaiu 
T 


n* 


VAGRANTS  ANT)  VAGRANCY, 


**  It  is  now,  T  apprrhmid,  ticr.oming  n  ftysteiTi  with  the  Ta^pmnts  to 
188  away  Ihe  cold  inontlis  by  fortnightly  hdlts  in  different  gaoU. 

have  no  doubt  that  (he  men  whu  have  just  been  sent  to  Tpswioh 
fn>m  Stow  Union  will,  as  noon  as  their  fourteen  days  have  expired, 
tnako  their  way  to    Blything  or  Wangford  Union  houses.  anAj 
Ci^mmit  the  same  depredation  there,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  BeccU 

a1 ;  from  thence  they  will  proceed  to  Varmonth,  and  so  on. 

*'  In  the  Bummer  months  vagrancy  is  a  pleasanter  occupation,  and 
then  they  find  the  workhouses  such  convenient  lodging-houses  or 
floteU,  that  they  behave  belter;  nevertheless,  work  is  their  special 
nvprsion,  and  in  most  of  my  workhouseB  now  they  arc  set  to  work, 
whilst  in  Ipswich  and  other  gaols  work  has  been  abandooed. 
Tbc-y  are  often  found,  at  all  timce  of  the  year,  deolroying  what- 
ever they  can  in  bU  uuion  bou6e«  whore  work  is  required.  I  ietX'i 
ulmoi^t  ctiiiviuced  that  this  estimable  fraleniily  have  bound  thcin-i 
pelves  by  a  vow  always  to  rettist,  even  to  boiug  committed  to  prison, 
the  prescribed  task  of  work." 

This  is  also  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hmrley,  who  observes : — 

"  llofuBals  to  work,  and  destruction  of  clothing  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  a  better  outfit,  have  been  common  pmctices  amoDgst  the 
Tngrants;  and  in  several  inatanccs  the  workhouse  windows  have 
been  wantonly  broken,  and  articles  of  fumituro  destroyed. 
tjlagiflt-erial  interference  haa  been  generally  called  in  to  suppi 
and  punish  these  outrages,  but  it  has  been  found  tbot  they  have  fre-1 
quently  been  committed  for  the  purpose  of  incurring  a  panishmcnt 
which  the  lenient  discipline,  liberal  dietary,  and  general  comforlj* 
of  tho  county  gaol  render  u  desirable  object  with  these  persona," 

Before  the  Government  took  over  the  managoroont  of  gaold, 
nnd  establinhed  uniformity  of  treatment  in  them,  vagrants  natu- 
rally exhibited  a  preference  for  those  gaols  in  which  the  treat- 
ment was  of  a  anperior  character,  as  the  following  statement 
miide  by  Mr.  Evans,  M.P.  for  DerhyHhIrc,  in  the  House  of 
Conunona  in  1876,  conolnsivcly  showa. 

"Id  his  own  county  (Derbyshire)  they  had  done  their  best  to  make 
the  gaols  efGctcnt ;  but  as  opinions  differed  it  was  inevitable  that 
gaols  should  be  managed,  indifierent  ways  throughout  the  country^ 
He  might  claim  to  be  pretty  well  awjuainted  with  tho  wishc 
tttstee,  and  fancies  of  the  prisoners  in  our  gaols,  and  he  could  assure 
the  House  that  the  dittcriiuiuation  they  showed  in  their  appreciation 
of  different  prisons  was  almost  beyond  belief.  About  five  or  six 
>  yean  ago  an  old  offender,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all 
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tile  prisons  in  tho  country,  wus  brought  bcforohim  for  fowl-atcaling. 
l!o  hod  fltolcn  the  fowls  in  the  night,  had  cooked  ono  for  aupper 
at  a  furnace,  and  hnd  then  lain  down  to  sleep  with  tlie  other  fovU 
near  him.  About  6ve  in  the  morning  a  policeman,  who  had  heard 
of  the  robber}',  eliook  him  by  the  collar  uod  said, '  I  take  you  into 
cuatody  on  ibe  charge  of  ntealing  these  fowls,'  He  wae  found  just 
on  tlie  borders  of  the  two  counties,  and  the  prisoner's  Qrst  queetioa 
waa,  *  What  county  am  I  in  ?  '  The  puliceman  replied,  '  Uerby- 
■hire,'  whereupon  the  man  exclaimed,  '  Thank  God  for  that !  '  As 
one  of  the  magiotrateaof  Derbyshire  he  confessed  he  felt  humiliated. 
They  had  been  rocking  their  brains  to  make  their  prisons  as  un- 
pluusant  as  possible,  yet  here  was  a  man  who  thanked  God  that  be 
was  going  to  Derby  instead  of  Leicester  GiioL" 

The  mode  in  which  tramps  conceal  their  property  when  apply- 
ing for  relief  is  thus  described  by  J/r.  lioa«e : — 

"Searching  is  not  general ;  at  Urentford  and  some  other  plact*s  it 
is  entirely  abandoned.  In  some  few  places  it  is  kept  in  practfco 
chiefly  for  the  purpoec  of  preventing  danger  from  hieifcr  matchw, 
pipcB,  tobacco,  and  hniTos.  It  is  still  occasionally  reiMirted  to 
where  tborc  ia  a  eu^pioiun  of  oonocaled  property ;  but  the  general 
pnictice  of  it  has  been  defeated  by  the  tramps,  who  expect  and 
prepare  for  it,  and  hide  their  money,  or  appoint  a  hanker  to  lodge 
out  of  the  Workhouse ;  or  deposit  it  at  small  hucksters*  shops  and 
m.irine-3tore  shops.  Some  time  ago  the  master  at  Kton  Workbonao 
found  a  considerable  sum,  which  several  tramps  had  hidden  under 
■  stone  before  applying. 

"  The  MmU-r  of  Stafford  Union  WorMoune  says :  '  The  Irish 
have  a  practice  of  leaving  their  monc-y  wt  some  small  huckster'a 
shop.  They  hide  it  ulao  ;  tbey  have  almost  pulled  down  a  beJge 
near  the  workhouse  by  hiding  money  in  it.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  all  the  Irish  we  g«l  have  (but  with  few  exceptions)  money 
(somewhere.  Sometimes  one  of  a  party  will  be  'cuptuiu,'  and  stay 
at  a  lodging  bouse  with  the  money  ;  somolimes  the  mother  and 
children  will  come  alone.  The  men  almost  iuvuriubly  have  lucifer 
matches,  a  pipe  and  tobucco,  and  a  knife ;  seldoui  are  any  tools 
found,  sometimes  a  few  cottons  and  tup<.'B:  but  they  uuw  appear 
[to  give  up  these  ostensible  pretences  of  living.' 

"  The  MmiiT  nf  Ktnvington  bus  found  poaching  anares  nnd 
picklocks,  and  the  night  before  I  waH  at  Cookham,  dice  and  tliimblo- 
rig*  appuratns  were  found  upon  tramps  going  to  Reading  Fair.** 

*  A  cheating  ^me  p«rforuKd  vd  a*mnll  t»ble  with  a  pea  aad  3  UiiuiUtnt.  Tka 
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The  foUowIng  Btutemeiit  of  Mr.  WifAinwn,  relieving  officer  of 
the  Cougletou  IJuioii,  dhows  tho  mode  in  which  kt^eperaof  trarapa' 
lodging  houses  actuuUy  profit  by  the  establishment  of  caauul 
wards : — 

"  This  at  6r8t  may  appear  strange,  that  the  lodging-huase  keei>cr 
is  benufited  by  others  going  to  the  I'^nioii  workhouse  for  the 
night;  but  when  you  kiiow  that  those  wbo  apply  for  a  ticket  for 
the  night  first  give  up  their  money,  clothes,  trinkete^  &c.,  besides 
a  quantity  of  food  they  huvo  begged  during  the  day,  to  those  who 
stay  at  the  lodging  house,  and  he  is  commissioned  to  sell  for  them 
tho  food  so  charitably  disposed.  Thus  the  lodging-house  keeper 
often  gets  more  than  one-half  the  provisions  for  himself  and 
family,  nnd  I  have  frequently  heard  Irishmen  who  have  lodged 
in  this  township  say  they  often  get  good  bargains  of  this  sort; 
it  is  high  time  that  some  means  should  bo  taken  to  prevent  these 
people  imposing  on  the  public,  as  you  see  lust  year  there  was  a 
percentage  of  more  than  57  direct  from  Ireland,  and  this  year  not 
4  per  cent,  olthough  the  vagrants  arc  50  per  cent,  increased." 

Tho  social  demoralisation  produced  by  vagrancy  ia  thus 
strikingly  set  forth  by  the  Mmter  of  the  Coaford  Union  :— 

"  From  all  that  I  have  witnessed  ia  the  general  behaviour  of 
vagrants,  I  take  for  granted  that  a  vast  amount  of  demoralisation 
is  carried  into  every  part  of  the  country  by  tho  streams  of 
vagrants  and  mendicants  constantly  floating  therein. 

"  A  largo  number  also  of  this  class  is  to  be  found  in  the  gaols 
of  the  rural  districts,  tho  othor  portion  being  chiefly  agricultuml 
lobouicrs,  who,  whUst  they  may  be  considered  pupils  in  the 
school  of  crime,  learning  from  these  vagrants  to  carry  back  to 
their  villages  tho  amount  of  knowledge  theoretically  acquired  in 
felonious  pnictiooa,  and  which,  I  am  aorry  to  add,  is  speedily 
brought  to  bear  in  reality  after  their  liberation. 

"  My  experience  loads  mo  to  believe  vagrancy  to  be  the  first 
step  towards  the  committal  of  felony.  I  have  known  numerous 
oases  where  the  career  in  crime  commenced  in  vagrancy  ;  and  I 
am  further  of  an  opin  ion,  that  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  would  go 
for  in  suppressing  a  great  amount  of  imposition  and  de])rodation." 

The  aocnromodation  provided  for  vagrants  in  the  various  work- 

\ten  \»  n|ieti]v  pftsMHl  front  niio   Uiiiiilttp  ti>  another,  aiid  then   brstondcn  aid 
taupidl  to  bet  that  they  can  iuilicfttc  the  particular  thimble  un<1er  vbicli  the 
jH'it  IK.     Tln'V  nn-  Hnniftinifji  itllnwcil  tik  win  iit  first,  in  urijcr  ti>  itiMiirv  Uh'Iii 
M-ilh  uonfidt^nrc,  bot  are eiiccdily  cheated  by  Lhi'  perfiirmer,  who  oil  each  occuimL. 
jipiuuvi»  tht  pvs  uiidcr  one  uf  hi*  linj^  tiia\a. 
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houses  at  this  period  seems  to  huTc  beoa  of  an  inTorior  nn(]  demo- 
raliding  character. 

Mr.  Grenrilie  Pigott  Kiya — 

"  In  some  workhouses  there  ore  still  no  di<itinc:t  vagrant  wards, 
and  in  none  cun  those  appropriutcd  to  that  pur|>ose  be  doomed 
suiBcienC  for  the  accommodation  of  the  numbers  who  occasiomdly 
demand  admi&siou,  amounting  sometimes  to  20,  <Vi,  or  even  40 
u  night." 

Sir  John  WaL^ham  remarks — 

"  I  have  now  accomplished  the  establishment  of  vagrant  wards 
in  most  of  the  workhouses  of  my  district.  Some  of  these  wards 
ore,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  bad." 

Mr.  Boaw  observes — 

"The  buildings  8ppropriat«d  to  tramps  are  gouerally  brick  build- 
ings, of  one  &tory  ;  in  the  range,  aud  attached  tu  the  back  part  of 
thu  yard.  In  general  they  have  brick  floors  and  guurd-room 
beds,  with  loose  straw  and  rugs  for  tbo  males  and  iron  bedsteads 
with  straw  lies  for  the  females.  Thuy  are  generally  biidly  ventilated 
and  unprovided  with  any  means  uf  produuing  warmth.  All  holoa 
for  ventilation  in  reach  of  the  occupauts  are  biire  to  be  etufied 
with  rags  or  etraw ;  m  that  the  ofHuvium  of  these  places  is  at 
boat  most  disgustingly  offensive,  and  hiLS  more  than  once  produced 
illnosfl  to  myself  when  vtoiting  them  in  the  morning,  just  after 
iheir  being  opened. 

"  In  some  workhouses  but  small  pre\'ifiiont  or  none,  has  been 
mode  for  the  reception  of  tramps,  and  a  sudden  influx  has  flilcd 
the  stables  and  outhouses;  the  general  impression  among  the 
Poor  Law  officers  being,  that  they  arc  bound  to  provide  for  all  who 
apply,  and  considerable  sums  have  been  paid  for  lodging  tnuupn 
at  public-houses  and  in  burns  at  iiuch  crises." 

TJpon  rc-ceiving  this  evidence  the  Poor  Law  Board  issued  u 
Minute,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  "  a  sound  aud  vigilant  diecri- 
miuution  in  M«pect  of  the  objects  o£  relief,  and  the  refusal  of  it 
to  all  who  were  not  ascertained  to  be  destitute,  were  the  onlv 
effectual  remedies  against  the  continued  increase  of  vagrancy  aud 
mendicity."  The  exei-cise  of  this  discrimination  by  the  ofEeers 
uf  the  Poor  Law  whiuh  immediately  followed  appears  at  the  time 
(o  have  had  n  favourable  etfeot  in  reducing  the  ranks  of  vagrancy. 

In  order  to  remove  doubts  as  to  the  {rawer  of  the  Poor  Law 
ofHciiils  to  search  vagrants,  it  was  enacted  by  the  11  &  12  Vicl., 
c.  110,  pusod  ill  this  yosr^  that  "  any  destitute  wanderer  or  way- 
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furor  applvirif^  fur  tulniitiaion  to  tho  workhouw  may  be  aearcheJ, 
^Aud  ti  (uuml  in  poaHcwioD  of  money  or  other  property,  the  money 

forfeited  to  iho  )fuitrdiftn« :  and  if  he  ha«  not  diiKlowd  the 

I,  ho  u  liiblo  to  puninhmDnt  as  an  idle  and  disorderly 

^pemon.**     In  the  ywir  following  (1849;  it  wus  onactod  by  the 

12  Wd  Viot.r  0.  103,  a.  3,  that  where  a  poor  person  is  charge- 

ithh]  to  the  common  fund  of  u  union  it  shall  faaro  the  aame  effect ' 

.oa  oliar)(<>abtlity   to  a   pariah  in   respect  of   prooeodings  under 

Geo.  IV..C.  h:J. 

In  the  year  lHb4  a  Select  Commitleo  of  the  Houso  of  Commonn 
.Willi  appointtnl  to  inquire  into  the  operuttun  of  the  Act  8  &  9  Vict., 

117,  niliitin^  Ui  remnval  from  Kngland  of'cbargeablQ  poor  per- 
■OHM  horn  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  the  Isles  of  Man,  Scilly,  Jersey, 
or  Ouomsey,  and  also  into  the  operation  of  the  Ant  8  &  9  Vict., 
0.  83,  relating  to  thn  removal  from  Scotland  of  chargeable  poor 
poriuna  bom  in  Kn^timd,  Ireland,  or  the  Isle  of  Man. 

At  the  outset  of  the  tnijtiiry  it  wa«  evidently  the  desire  of  the 
IriHfa  witncflHM  to  prove  that  mendicity  in  Ireland  and  the  imrai- 
gration  of  Irish  pnupiTism  into  lCn;;land  and  Scotland  had  so  fur 
dcorvasi'd  that  it  wtia  not  worth  while  to  maintain  the  exlstin;^ 
regulations  for  returning  Irish  paupers  to  their  places  of  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ai/trtt  jPokvt,  Chief  Commiesioner  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland,  stated,  "It  was  notorious  that  a  very  largo  number  of 
poor  Iriiih  uwd  annually  to  proceed  to  Kngland  and  Scotland  in 
Riimdi  of  work  iu  lime  of  harvest,  but  the  number  wua  diminished 
now  very  mueh. 

"  The  at^ual  pnve  paid  for  a  deck  passage  for  an  Irish  pauper 
rsoining  from  Dublin  to  Liverpool  in  the  year  1847  wue  Is., 
the  priee  buck  again,  under  orders  of  removal,  was  2b.  GA, 
Public  mendicancy  had  miiuli  diminished  in  Dublin  since  he  canio 
to  reiude  there  about  ten  yeum  ago,  and  he  believed  that  it  hod 
much  diminished  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  lie  thought  there 
IWM  a  strong  and  grawing  feeling  throughout  the  country  to  dis- 
courage mendioancy." 

Mr.  J{.  L.  Jamemn,  guardian  of  the  Cork  Union,  stated,  "  Men- 
dicancy hod  hm?n  very  much  di!«cuuraged  of  lute  in  thn  south  of 
Ireland.  Hoci)nsidered  thatmendimncy  wnsdyingoutrery  much  ; 
thtty  did  not  see  ouo  beggar  in  the  streets  of  Oork  now,  h* 
thought,  for  twenty  that  were  seen  a  few  your^t  ago." 

Eitrt  of  J)omcitgkmoi*t  guardian  of  the  Cloghe«ii  0moD, 
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I,  "He  did  not  think  it  probablo  that  any  lurge  number  of 
>na  would  loarc  Ireland  to  f^o  to  England  for  tho  piirpoi«e  of 
'begging  there,  they  having  to  pay  their  pasnage  money  of  lOe.  or 
IVb.  to  England  ;  ant]  even  eupposiug  they  could  get  to  Kugland 
for  little  or  nothing,  he  did  not  think  that  they  wonld  go, 
becaon  it  struck  hiin  that  a  b^gar  hud  a  much  better  chance  in 
Ireland  than  he  hud  iu  England.  It  waa  the  habit  of  tho  poopio 
(it  might  perhaps  partly  be  the  consequence  of  the  religion  of 
the  people),  even  of  the  very  poorest  in  Ireland  to  give  to  beggars. 
He  had  ohserred  beggars  going  through  his  own  estate ;  ho  hud 
aeen  them  go  from  door  to  door  of  the  cottages  of  tho  farraora,  and 
'had  scarcely  ever  seed  them  go  away  empty.  He  thought  it  was 
very  much  to  bo  deplored,  for  ho  thought  it  encouraged  that  kind 
of  wandering  life  which  beggars  lead ;  but  if  he  waa  asked  in 
»  hich  countrj'  a  begg'ar  had  the  best  chnnoo  of  picking  up  fHliefj 
if  he  was  a  beggar  himself,  be  would  cortuialy  much  rather  live 
in  Ireland  than  in  Knghuid. 

*'  lie  thought  the  system  of  roving  mendicancy  was  becoming 
gnidually  diminished,  but  not  to  tho  extent  ho  should  wish.  It 
biifl  diminished  in  Clonmel,  and  been  very  much  di.scouraged  in 
Limerick,  AVatertord,  and  ali  great  citips  and  towns." 

This  evidence  is  generally  corroborated  by  the  r<>port8  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law  inspectors  in  the  year  IHofi,  as  will  bo  seen  on 
referring  to  the  concluding  chapter  on  the  llietory  of  Vagrancy 
in  Ireland.* 

From  tho  following  evidence  adduced  Wfore  the  Committee  it 
appears,  however,  pretty  certain  that  this  reduction  of  mendicity 
in  Ireland  was  brought  ubout  by  its  transference  to  England  and 
Scotland. 

iSiV  Jo/in  ^f'Ncit,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervision  for  the 
Kelief  of  tho  I'oor  iu  Scotland,  stated,  *'  lie  had  returns  of  the 
number  of  vagrants  aud  beggare  uhullenged  by  the  police  in  the 
counties  of  Haddington  and  Edinburgh,  excluaivtj  of  tbo  city  of 
Edinburgh,  during  the  eight  years  ending  'Mlh  June,  IS^ii.  In 
these  two  counties,  whicli  are  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  in  the 
tirst  four  of  those  eight  years,  that  is,  in  184(3,  1!S47,  IH-IH,  and 
1849,  there  were  challeugiKl  for  vagrancy  aud  begging  by  the 
IHtlice — Scotch,  4,'JUi5;  English,  1,H17;  making  together  of  Scotch 
aud  English  5,712  ;  of  Irish  in  thusu  four  years,  4,81U.  Jle 
understood   that   it  was   stated  that   vagrants  had  nearly   dis- 
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•ppearcd  from  Ireland.  Ho  thonght  he  could  account  for  some 
of  them.  In  the  fonr  years,  18.10,  1851.  1^2,  and  185;i,  in 
tboae  two  counties  the  number  of  vagrants  were :  Scotch,  7,251 ; 
KiigliKh,  8;39;  English  ond  Scotch  together,  8.090;  Irish,  11,248. 
It  would  be  obscrred  that  in  the  first  four  jears,  which  were  the 
four  years  of  great  dUtre«8,  but  were  also  the  four  years  of  lavish 
relief  in  Ireland,  the  whole  number  of  Irish  Tagrants  in  those, 
two  counties  was  4,810  In  the  last  four  years,  after  the  ceasa* 
tion  of  that  relief  in  Ireland,  when  the  vagmnts  began  to  dis- 
appear  from  Ireland,  the  number  iu  those  two  counties  was 
11,248 — more  than  double  what  it  was  in  the  first  four  years. 
lie  thought  that  would  therefore  probably  e>how  what  had  become 
of  the  vagrants  who  hud  disappeared  from  Ireland,  or  a  consider- 
able number  of  them.  The  number  of  persons  apprehended  by 
the  police  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  and  tried  for  begging  in  tho 
four  years,  18-^0  to  18d3,  both  inclusive  (the  records  did  nnt 
furnish  the  meanM  of  giving  the  returne  for  the  first  four  years  fur 
the  City  of  Edinburgh,  they  only  furnished  returns  for  the  lust 
four  years),  were  2.015  Scotch,  220  English,  1,427  Irish.  There- 
fore, adding  the  City  of  Edinburgh  to  the  two  coanttes  for  those 
tour  years,  the  numbers  would  stand  thus :  Scotch,  0,2G6 ;  English, 
1,050  ;  Scotch  and  English  together,  10,825  ;  Irish,  12,675.  ITjo 
number  of  Irish  exceeded,  therefore,  by  2,SO0  tho  aggregate 
number  of  English  and  Scotch  together.  Those  wrrc  two  counties, 
it  would  be  observed,  not  on  tho  west  coost  of  Scotland,  but  on 
the  east  coast  of  Scotland. 

"  In  respect  of  the  western  counties,  he  was  desirous  to  have 
obtained  similar  inlbrmation  with  regard  to  the  county  of  Lanark, 
but  unfortunately  the  county  of  Lanark  had  no  county  police, 

"  lie  thought  that  the  increase  of  Irish  vagrancy  in  Scotland 
at  the  very  time  when  Iriah  i-agrancy  began  to  decrease  in 
Ireland,  and  its  continued  increase  during  the  past  four  years, 
while  it  had  been  diminishing  in  Ireland,  atforded  at  least  a  very 
strong  presumption  that  they  had  in  Scotland  a  considerable 
number  of  the  vagraats  who  had  disappeared  from  Ireland." 

Mr.  Wiiliam  Smythe,  formerly  socrotury  to  tho  Board  of  Supor- 
Tision  of  the  Poor  in  Scotland,  said,  "Tlie  chiuf  inductimeot 
operating  upon  the  poorer  Irish  to  come  to  Scotland  was,  he 
thought,  that  they  beant  from  their  frieuds  who  had  come  over  that 
there  was&ouie  entpluyment  likely  to  be  got  for  them.  He  thought; 
that  they  came  in   search  of  employment,  that  there  were  very 
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few<HIM^'0XceptiDg  tlioac  who  might  como  to  tlitiir  relalions,  of 
tiet'irno  did  not  como  seeking  employment.  Tliey  were  very 
ly  nneaay  at  home,  and  they  thought  that  any  change  which 
they  might  have  would  he  for  the  better;  they  fancied  that 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  were  wealthy  places,  arid  that  there  were 
many  odd  jobs  there  by  which  they  could  pick  up  a  livelihood. 
^AlUiT  having  come,  ho  would  wish  to  ohscn'o  that  the  vagrancy 
flaws  in  Scotland  were  by  no  mciins  stringent,  and  that  if  they 
found  that  they  could  not  obtain  a  livelihood  by  industrious 
labour  there  was  very  little  check  upon  their  going  about  the 
country  begging. 

"  One  of  the  complaints  which  were  made  with  respect  to  the 
Irish  who  camo  over — and  a  complaint  that  certainly  hud  somo 
pounds  for  oxititeuco — was  that  the  men  found  ouiploymunt ;  but 
^Uiut  while  the  mon  wore  employed,  the  women  and  children  went 
out  begging.  He  hud  huard  that  complaint  often  made  in  ult 
parts  of  the  country. 

"They  were  very  anxiout  to  pick  up  money  from  any  quarter 
whatever,  during  the  period  that  they  were  resident  in  a  district. 
"  He  did  Dot  think  that  they  entertained  the  same  repugnance 
to  mendicancy — they  did  not  fancy  that  it  was  ao  degrading  a 
profeuioD  as  the  native  Scotch  did." 

7^*   lifip.  Angmtna   CampMi,    rector   and    chairman    of   the 
Select  Vc*try  of  Liverpool,  presented  the  following  return  :  — 

NtnroBB  OF  PACFKita  vxtKtm  ti>  IuF:t.ANp,  S(h>tlami,  Ui.r.  op  Mak,  and 
UetiuvKnT,  vRciK  SGrn  IIkclmuer,  IIM6,  to  tiSra  DKCKnaea,  1853^ 
wrrii  xni:  Rxi'BKBB. 
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He  alio  T^'ftd  the  following  letter  from  the  late  Mr.  Rmhtmi  to 
the  Home  Secretary,  dated  April  21,  1849 ; — 
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"Ton  alrradv  Icnow  the  rpsulta  of  ttis  accumalation  of  miteiy 
in  Uie  cnvded  town  of  Lirerpool,  of  tlie  cost  of  relief  at  once 
imtdvnd  BBceiMiy  to  prerent  the  thoaganiis  of  hnQgrr  and  na3t«d 
InA  periAmg  in  oar  tuneu,  and  also  of  the  cost  of  the  pesti- 
ItMt*  whid  fmta^  {(Jknr*  in  the  train  of  famine  mad  misery. 
•Bck  w  ve  iImo  bad  to  «oeoaiiSer.  I  do  not  euter  into  the  deUiU 
«l  Am  wimn,  fattfcw  iku  to  my  UiaI  thoagb  the  pecuniary  cost 
t»  «W  Iswm  ol  liTfVpool  waa  ixwidous,  the  tovs  of  valuable  lives 
vaa  v«t  mmA  mm9  to  be  deplored  ;  hundreds  of  patient*  perished, 
9H/t9nAt^mSa^  aB  ^btta  Hade  to  wve  ibem,  and  ten  Homan 
Crfikafic  *  aai  «■•  Pi  ihinlaat  rWfyman.  many  paroohiul  officer*, 
ml  wmaj  naikal  mett  vbo  devoted  tfaenuelves  to  alleriating 

,  agd  in  the  discharge  of  those  high 


I  ban*  m  Hj  hrmn  latten  to  yoa,  stated  my  con> 

I  pofnilatioo  woold  tnato- 
raf  oar  own  labouring  classes ; 
L  1  am  unfortnnatoly 
nmJtm  «f  wtf  Ai^r  axpmanoe,  to  show  yon  bov 
I  lft»  baab^  af  iW  paafie  baa  aafcfod.  and  I  am  eaabled  by 
dittih  to  tilpm  T«*  ba«  grwatlr  the  Irinh  misen*  has  in- 
id.  orMBN  IB.  Umiy— I  Ib  tbe  rear  1^46  18,171  prisoners 
llmiqibi  bafcte  A*  paBe^ooart ;  in  1847  the  number 
to>  t9L7V^:  ixl  tt  IS4S  a  (urtbcr  ioercAse  took  place, 
S2,Ca&.  Id  tbe  year  184'^  the  number  of 
i  m^mtanSy  oanTict«d  for  felony,  amounted 
te  X;JiJ9;  m  l^Kfc  tba  wmmhn  laereaaed  to  4,7^,  in  1847  to 
i^JM.  ^  »  1^!^  *»  7.714.  I  do  not  po»#sfl  the  means  of 
BagwbtB;  tbe  ooontriaa  to  which  the  criminals 
b»  y^  154$;  prrvioos  to  that  time  I  had,  bow 
■T  atbMtiBK  to  tba  sobject,  aad  I  aaw  from  day  to 
Mr  liiiib  popaktmi,  forced  upon  us  in  a  stato  of 
rU^  «BMNt  be  deBCtibed,  would  within  twelve 
iInv  kaAed  ba  faoad  aaong  otw  of  three  classes,  yiz. 
tbian*.      Few  beeaae  daimants  for  paro- 

Aal  flHT  tbey  soon  discovered  they  might  be 

^  j^i  «mil  i*cb  •»  Inliaii.     Many  of  these  forLoru  creatures 
iT«rtb«tbima.*' 


•Wfina«»aii^i 


r,  aail  Utat  tb4>  nombrr 
•oc  Piutaataat. 
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3tr.  Camphfll  then  stated  that  "  his  lielief  wa«  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  roondicont^  in  Liverpool  were  Trisb ;  and  in 
times  of  great  prosaoro  thcj  had  found  it  absolutely  necessary,  on 
the  part  of  the  Swlect  Vestry-,  to  put  placards  upon  the  walls 
entreating  the  inhubitanta  not  to  give  money  to  unknown  beggars 
in  the  street,  but  to  send  them  when  they  applied  for  relief  in 
the  street,  either  to  the  parish  officers  or  to  the  District  Provident 
Society. 

"  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  Trish  poor  generally 
•very  willingly  applied  for  out-door  relief;  in  ten  years  £74,078 
was  expended  in  out-door  relief  to  the  Irish  ;  the  workhouae 
relief  to  them  was  X'44,-JO-3,  the  industrial  school  i:6,424." 

Mr.  John  Evans,  assistant  overseer  of  Liverpool,  stated  that, 
"  The  class  of  Irish  who  came  merely  for  the  purpose  of  begging 
did  not  come  now  in  any  number  as  compared  with  former 
yeara." 

■Ifr,  James  Salter,  relieving  officer  of  the  Newport  Union,  Mon- 
mouthshire,  said  that.  "  The  class  of  Irish  who  applied  to  him  fur 
removal  orders  were  men  who  had  faocn  up  to  Londou,  or  in  dil- 
r/erent  parts  of  the  country  to  work  during  the  hurvest ;  they 
['generally  got  some  little  money  end  went  hack  in  the  winter. 
He  had  had  many  of  them  searched,  and  had  scurcoly  over  found 
anything  upon  these  individuals ;  but  he  had  subsequently  found 
that  they  had  employed  a  man  that  they  had  conticieiico  in,  and 
(his  man  had  been  their  cashier ;  he  had  had  the  whole  of  the 
money ;  he  himself  had  preceded  them  by  a  vessel,  having  pur- 
chased bis  own  passage  to  Ireland,  and  left  these  parties  to  apply 
to  htm  (the  relieving  officer)  for  orders  of  removal  to  send  them 
home,  or  for  assistance:  they  asked  more  for  assistance  to  send 
them  home  than  auythiug  else." 


CHAPTER  Xin. 
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Ar);nmpiitD  in  fnvt>ur  tif  caUt>li«ln»g  i»ilTi*it.rinl  Mthntjla  Tir  VAffrant  children — 
U-LciF'lattnn  t)f  I8ft7— SulHP(jiu-nt  amendiiu-nla  of  ihc  Imtuilriol  SctiiMls* 
Acl  — Kviwioii  "f  lln;  iDHiiilt-DitiKX-  of  vii^jTunls  Ijy  Sltrtropoliliui  BnanUof 
diianliiinft— Atleiii|iteil  nmf.iy  by  Ihe  Kn(iHL-lc«a  Poor  Act  of  IS(H — 
Accniiiiiio<l(ilii>u  |'ntviili-ii  i»t  vui^TanU— UciiL>rt)»  cm  vmiruncy  lur  ihf.  I'oor 
I.nw  hisportoM  in  l^lili— ClinrarUT  of  tminiM  &nd  their  cnn<)iKt  in  the 
viiiiHint  wiird* — Estimated  pn»|iortiou  of  viijimnlB  who  devoUs  Uuuiwelw* 
lo  iiUenf-jTii,  cnnn-.  Sii,— Avt-m^jt-  agw  of  vnginntA — Araun  by  tnunpft — 
Systvmutic  coRuuuni(.'iition  aniont^xt  them — lucrmse  of  vtmnaef — JjBfsia- 
Ulion  111  11^71 — Vii^ininl  Ituhtiti  •L'liililifu  iu  En^lainl  — CoDimittee  of  ISift 
im  Bvttlvtnent— l>ecrvAse  of  In»h  Tognucy  in  EoKlfuid  and  iU  caoees^ 
Further  inere«ae  of  vagmncy  utd  ita  cauaes— The  CaMio]  Poor  Act,  IttHi. 

In  Ibe  course  of  ihe  year  1854  Mr.  Dunlop.  M.P.  for  Oreeaock, 
brcmglit  in  liiid  carriwi  a  Bill  for  rendering-  Reformiitory  »ii'l  In- 
duHtrial  8c1ioo1b  inure  itvitilable  £ur  the  beneBt  of  juveuile  dclin- 
quimts  und  vngrant  children  in  Bootlond. 

In  18"»7  thp  snbjeot  Wiis  takt-n  up  on  similar  lines  as  regards 
Kngl&nd  by  Sir  StufTord  Xortbcote,  uFlcrwunls  Karl  of  Iddeslcigh, 
who  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  u  Bill  to  raake  better  provision 
for  the  cnrc  and  educutiou  of  vagrant,  destitute,  and  dieorderly 
children  and  for  the  extension  of  industrial  schools.  He  eaid 
that,  "  The  large  class  of  children  to  whom  the  Bill  referred  waa 
one  peeuliiirly  demanding  their  care  and  attention,  not  simply 
from  motives  of  humanity,  but  from  reasons  of  State  policy  eon- 
nocted  with  our  criminal  legislation.  The  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  our  criminals  would  be  materially  diminished  if  we  could  cut 
off  the  supply  of  those  criminals  at  itii  source;  and,  as  the  worjit 
of  them  wore  those  who  had  been  trained  to  crimes  from  their 
earliest  years,  the  best  interests  of  society  would  be  consulted,  by 
taking  them  in  hand  befuru  they  became  hardened. 

'Thereportsuf  our  prisen  inspectors  appeared  to  show  that  about 
7,000  were  annually  added  to  the  criminal  class  of  this  country; 
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that  miglit  be,  and  he  hoped  wuh,  aa,  ovur-estimate ;  but  the 
number,  whatever  it  wus,  rvpreKenltid  a  muuh  larger  body  of 
cbildrvn  who  ran  about  the  Htreets,  getting  conHtautly  tuto  trouble, 
and  continunUy  coming  intu  the  banda  of  the  police,  uot]  on  whom 
our  present  schools  failed  to  make  any  imprettsion.  In  Bristol, 
last  your,  there  were  apprehended  of  this  class  rt2o  children  under 
Bixteen  years  of  ape,  of  whom  only  I'ifj  were  committed  for  trial 
or  summarily  convicted,  the  remainder  being  loft  to  wander  about 
uncared  for.  In  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  other 
populous  towns,  a  similar  state  of  things  unhappily  prevailed. 
This  eluss  not  only  conblitutcd  a  dangerous  element  in  our  society, 
but,  from  their  neglected  condition,  had  a  strong  claim  on  our 
pity.  How,  ho  asked,  did  our  existing  institutions  meet  the 
wont*  of  this  class  !  The  national  schoola  did  not  meet  the  de- 
mand, for  they  were  too  high  to  meet  the  children  in  queatfon. 
The  children  with  whom  his  Bill  proposed  to  deal  would  not 
choose  to  mix  in  their  rags  with  the  children  of  a  superior  class 
who  now  attended  the  national  schools,  neither  was  the  diAcipIine 
of  thoM  schools  such  OS  was  necessary  for  the  proper  government 
o£  children  of  the  lowest  cLus,  who  recjuircd  not  a  high  scale  of 

education,  but  the  training  of  &tncl  discipline  and  control 

In  support  of  this  Bill  be  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Uoutio  to 
^the  successful  working  of  the  Scotch  Act,  the  operation  of  which 
boon  attended  by  a  marked  docrcaso  in  the  comraittulH  uf 
juvenile  offenders.  In  Aberdeen,  before  the  establishment  of  the 
free  schools,  the  average  annual  numbcrof  juvenile  vagrants  taken 
into  custody  by  the  police  was  3-J2,  while  the  average  ainuial 
number  iu  five  years  aflcr  thoir  establishment  was  only  six.  In 
Kdinburgh  and  Glasgow  similar  results  had  been  produced." 

This  Bill  fell  through  in  conacqucnco  of  the  dissolution  of 
Parliament,  but  on  the  assembling  of  tbo  new  Parliament  iu  the 
same  year  was  rointroduecd  by  Mr.  Adderlcy,  afterwards  Lord 
Norton,  who  stated  that,  "  It  was  calculated  that  the  number  of 
children,  in  this  kingdom  olono,  who  might  be  dealt  with  under 
a  measure  of  this  nature,  was  about  r>0,000.  At  present  no  means 
of  education  whatever  were  provided  for  these  unfortunate  chil- 
dren. The  late  Mr.  Tufnell  said  that  they  were  the  class  of 
children  for  whose  education  it  waa  most  important  that  the  State 
should  make  provision,  and  that  their  redemption  from  idlo  and 
dissolute  habits  would  do  more  to  promote  the  true  interests  of 


fiM 


TAORANTS  AND  VAOBANCT. 


the  country  than  any  number  of  gaola  and  gibbets.  In  fuct, 
these  children  formed  the  busts  of  an  bereditsry  claim  of  criminuls, 
the  insuperable  difficulty  of  disposing  of  whom  tbu  House  had  (o- 
iiight  been  discussing  for  some  hours."  * 

The  llill  subsequently  becaine  law  as  the  Industrial  SchooI» 
Act,  18o7  (20  and  21  Vict,  o.  48),  entitlwl  au  Act  to  make  belter 
Provision  for  the  Care  and  Kducation  of  Vagrant,  Destitute,  and 
(Disorderly  Children.  It  enacts  that  any  child  who,  in  tbe  opinion 
of  the  justices,  is  above  the  age  of  seven  and  under  fourteen  taken 
into  custody  on  a  charge  of  vagrancy  may  be  sent  to  a  CertiBod 
Industrial  School  for  uny  period  not  exceeding  on©  week 'while 
inquiries  arc  made  for  the  parent,  guardian,  or  nearest  adult  roln- 
live  of  the  child.  At  the  end  of  this  period  the  justice  may  order 
the  child  to  bo  diitcharged  altogether,  or  may  deliver  him  up  to 
bia  parent  or  guardian  on  his  giving  an  uMurunce  in  writing  that 
be  vill  be  rcApon^blc  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  child  for  any 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months.  In  default  ofthia  a^suranco 
the  child  may  he  sent  for  such  period  as  the  junticea  may  think 
necessary  for  hia  education  and  training  to  a  C«rttfied  Induatriul 
School.  If  a  child  again  commita  an  act  of  vagrancy  after  an 
assurance  given  by  the  parent  or  guardian  and  through  his  neglect 
within  the  period  for  which  he  has  become  responsible,  the  justices 
may  iuilict  a  fine  upon  hira  not  exceeding  408.  Children  may  ho 
discharged  on  good  security  being  found.  Parents  may  bo  ordered 
to  pay  a  Kum  not  exceeding  3s.  a  week  until  the  child  attains 
Gflecn.  Children  absconding  may  be  «cnt  hurik  to  school,  and  any 
IWKon  who  induces  them  to  abscond  or  knowingly  conceals  or 
harbours  them  is  liublo  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  X'3.  The  Com- 
V^^ittee  of  Council  on  Education  may  certify  Industrial  Schools. 

In  ISW)  a  proposal  was  sent  from  tbo  Privy  Council  Office  to 
the  Home  Oflico  to  transfer  the  scbtKiIa  to  the  latter  department 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  schools  having  a  ftenal  character, 
and  this  was  carric^l  into  effect  by  the  2-1  and  24  Viet,  o.  lOS. 
In  the  year  1861  Sir  George  Lewis,  na  Home  Secretary,  intro- 
duced a  new  Bill,  staling  an  a  reason  that  some  technical  objections 
rendered  the  existing  Act  diflicult  to  Ik!  curried  into  execution,  and 
that  the  present  Bill,  attempted  to  put  tbe  enactments  of  the  Act 
into  a  more  working  form.  This  Rill  subsequently  bocamo  law 
as  the  Industrial  Schools  Act,  1861  (24  and  2o  Vict,  c.  IliJ),  and 

*  Alludinii  to  tbe  iliKtitwion  on  lira  TraDspnrtatiuiL  and  Penal  Servitude  Bill 
iaUMlunJ  curlier  iu  llm  evcttiug  by  Sir  Gcoi^  Gr«y. 
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entitled  an  Act  for  uiutiidiiig  and  corteoHdHting  the  Lair  rc]a1in^ 
to  Industrial  ScbooU.  It  enucla  i\ie  following  description  ofcliil- 
dren  littble  to  be  sent  to  school. 

Any  child  apparently  uTidor  ihe  age  of  fourteen  bogging  or 
reoaiviDg  ulma  or  being  tn  any  street  or  public  place  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Any  child  of  (he  Bame  ago  found  wandering  and  not  having 
nny  home  or  settled  place  of  abode,  or  any  visible  menns  of  sub- 
Mstcnce,  or  who  frequents  tlie  company  of  reputed  thieves. 

Any  child  apparently  under  the  ago  of  twelve  who  ha«  com- 
mitted an  offcnco  punishable  by  impriflonment,  but  who  ought  lu 
the  opinion  of  the  justices  to  he  sent  to  an  Induritrial  School. 

Any  child  under  fourt«en  whose  parent  represents  that  he  is 
unable  to  control  him  and  that  he  dcsirca  him  to  be  eent  to  au 
Indudtriol  School  ood  will  pay  for  his  maintenance. 

Any  person  may  bring  a  child  coming  within  these  desorip- 
tioDB  before  a  Justice,  who  may  send  him  to  the  workhouse  for  a 
veek  pending  inquiries,  and  then  commit  hiin  to  ao  ludustriul 
School  until  he  attains  the  ago  of  fiflecn.  Tbe  Justiceii  may 
order  the  parent  to  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  is.  a  week  to- 
wards his  maintenance.  Any  child  abscoudiug  from  school  m^y 
be  sent  hack  or  coumiittcd  to  a  lleformatory  School,  and  any 
person  who  directly  or  indirectly  withdraws  a  child  from  school, 
or  who  induces  or  aids  him  to  abscond,  or  knowingly  cunceuU  nr 
harbours  him,  ia  liable  to  a  penalty  not  eKceoding  £5.  This 
Act  rtpealft  the  20  and  21  Vict.,  c.  48,  and  2'i  and  24  Viot.,  c. 
108.     The  Act  is  to  remain  in  force  uutil  January  1,  1S()4. 

The  25  and  26  Vict.,  c.  10  (18G2),  coutiiiues  this  Act  until 
January  1,  1807. 

In  tlie  year  1800  It  was  resolved  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
Acta,  und  this  was  cfTeeted  by  the  29  and  30  Vict.,  o.  118  (lOth 
August,  1860),  known  aa  the  Iiidustnul  Schools  Act,  1860,  and 
entitled  an  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
Industrial  Schoola  in  Grrat  Britain.  It  enacts  that  any  person  may 
bring  before  two  Jufttices  or  a  Magistrate  any  child  apparently 
under  the  age  of  fourteen  that  comes  within  any  of  tho  following 
descriptions : — 

"  That  is  found  begging  or  receiving  alms  (whether  actually  or 
under  the  pretext  of  offering  anything  for  sale),  or  that  is  found 
in  any  street  or  public  place  for  a  similar  purpose. 

"  That  is  found  wandering  and  not  having  any  homo  or  settled 
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place  of  abode  or  propur  giiardiansliip  or  visible  incaiiG  of  subeis- 
tence. 

"  That  is  fouud  destitute,  either  being  an  orphan  or  having  a 
surviving  parent  who  is  undergoing  penal  servitude  or  imprison- 
menU 

"  That  frequents  the  oompany  of  reputed  thieves. 

"  Any  cbild  appiiruntly  under  twelve  charged  with  an  offcTlpe 
puiiiehabte  by  iiuprij^onment  may  also  be  sent  to  an  Industriiil 
BohooL  Rafractory  children  under  tho  age  of  fourteen  in  the 
charge  of  their  parents  or  in  workhouses  or  pauper  schools 
may  also  be  gent  to  liiduBtrial  ScbooU.  A  child  may  bo  sent  to 
the  workhouse  pending  inquiries.  A  child  apparently  abovo  ton 
who  rehisoB  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  school  may  be  sent  to 
burd  labour  for  any  term  not  less  than  fourteen  days  nor  more 
than  three  months  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  ho  may  be 
sent  t-o  Q  reformatory.  A  child  escaping  from  tho  school  may  be 
sent  buck,  or  if  apparently  above  ten  may  instead  be  sentenced  by 
Iho  Justices  to  harrl  labour  for  any  time  not  less  than  fourteen 
duya  nor  more  than  three  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this 
time  be  may  bo  sent  to  a  Reformatory.  Any  person  who  know- 
ingly assists  a  child  to  escape  or  induces  him  to  do  bo,  or  harbours 
or  conceals  him  or  prevents  him  from  returning  to  school,  is  on 
conviction  Itublc  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  i.'^0,  or  imprisonment 
nut  exceeding  two  months  with  or  without  bard  labour.  Parcnttt, 
stcp'parenl«,  or  other  persons  legally  liable  to  maintain  a  child 
amy  be  ordered  to  contribute  a  sum  not  exceeding  on.  a  week 
towards  his  maintenance.  Tbc  detention  is  to  ccuse  on  the  child 
attaining  sixteen.  This  Act  repeals  tho  24  and  2-J  Vict.,  c.  113, 
24  and  2.'i  Vict.,  c.  132  (Scotland),  and  2o  and  26  Vict.,  c.  10." 

The  following  additions  have  since  been  made  to  this  Act. 
The  35  and  St!  Vict,  c.  21  (18:2),  enacts  that  "Section  12  of 
the  Industrial  Schools  Ael,  1800,  eliall  extend  to  authorise  the 
prison  authority  in  England  themM-lves  to  undertake  anything 
towards  which  they  are  authorised  by  thiit  section  to  amtri- 
bute." 

The  34  and  35  Vict,  c.  112,  a.  14  (1871),  provides  that,  "  Whew 
any  woman  is  convicted  of  a  crime,  and  a  previous  cnnWction  of 
crime  is  proved  against  her,  any  children  of  such  wonran  under 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  who  may  be  under  her  care  and  control 
at  the  time  of  her  conviction  for  the  last  of  such  crimes,  and  wbo 
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vre  no  visible  menus  »f  euheiistcnco,  or  arc  withotit  projMir  guiir- 
dianship,  shall  be  di^tmed  lo  bo  cliililrcn  to  whom  in  Greut  Bri- 
laiu  the  provitnons  of  tfae  Industrial  Sohools  Act,  18G6,  and  in 
Ireland  th(^  provisions  of  the  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland]  Act, 
1868,  apply." 

Under  tho  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870  (33  and  34  Viot., 
c.  70, «.  27),  "A  School  Board  shall  have  the  Rame  powers  of  con- 
tributing: money  in  theca^e  of  an  Industrial  School  o-s  is  given  to  a 
Priacm  Authority  by  Section  13  of  'The  Industrial  Schools  Act, 
IStJfi.'  A  School  Board  may  also  establish  an  Industrial  School, 
and  luay  appoint  officers  to  bring  children  before  two  justices  or 
a  niagistrute  in  order  to  their  being  sent  to  an  Industrial  School" 
Under  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870  {-Jl*  and  40  Vict., 
0.  76),  "  If  either  the  pLirent  of  any  child  above  the  ajjo  of  five 
years  prohibited  from  being  taken  into  fiill  time  employmeut, 
habitually  and  without  reuiKiuabIa  excuse  ueglucts  to  provide 
efficient  elementary  iustructieu  for  his  child;  or, 

"  Any  child  is  found  habitually  wandering  or  not  under  proper 
control,  or  in  the  company  of  rugues,  vagabonds,  diaordtTly  per- 
Bons,  or  reputed  criminals,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority,  after  due  warning  tu  the  puront  of  the  child,  to  com- 
pluin  to  a  court  of  summary'  jurisdiction,  and  the  court  may  order 
the  child  to  attend  some  certified  eflicient  school  willing  to  recicivo 
him. 

"  Whore  an  attendance  Order  is  not  complied  witli.  without  any 
reasonable  excuse  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act,  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction,  on  complaint  made  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity,  may, 

"  In  the  first  case  of  non-compliance,  if  the  parent  of  the  child 
does  not  appear,  or  appears  and  fails  to  satisfy  the  court  that  he 
has  used  all  reasonable  efforta  to  enforce  compliance  M'ith  the 
order,  impose  a  penalty  not  exceeding  with  the  costs  five  shillings ; 
but  if  the  parent  satisfies  the  court  that  he  has  used  all  reasonable 
efforts,  the  court  may,  without  inflicting  a  penalty,  order  the  child 
to  be  sent  to  a  Certified  fJay  Industrial  Schawl,  or  if  it  appears  to 
the  court  that  there  is  nr»  such  school  suitable  for  the  child,  then 
t<»  a  Certified  Industrial  School ;  and 

"  la  the  second  or  any  subsequent  case  of  non-compliance  with 
the  order,  the  court  may  order  the  child  to  be  sent  to  a  Certified 
Uay  luduatriul  School,  or  if  it  appears  to  the  court  that  there  is 
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no  tuch  Bchool  ftuitable  for  the  child,  then  too  Certified  IndaKlrial 
Scbool." 

By  Section  16  of  the  "Elementary  Education  Act,  I8T6," 
authority  is  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Certify  a  Day 
Industrial  School  if  he  is  satisfied  that,  "owing;  to  the  circum- 
Btuncce  of  any  class  of  population  in  any  school  district,  a  school 
iu  which  industrial  training:,  elementury  education,  and  one  or 
mure  meals  a  day,  but  not  lodging,  are  provided  for  the  children, 
IB  ncccfisary  or  expedient  for  the  proper  training  and  control  of 
the  children  of  such  clas«.'* 

The  same  legal  power  of  detention  ts  giren  to  the  numagors  of 
Day  Industrial  Schools,  during  the  houra  authorised  by  the  Gules 
of  tlie  School  and  approved  hy  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  the 
Wunagora  of  other  Certified  Industrial  Schools  have. 

Uagistmtcs did  not  in  the  first  instance  makeuaoof  the  Industrial 
8Rboolfl  to  the  extent  that  had  been  contemphttcd  by  tho  franiera 
of  the  Act.  In  the  year  1861  only  ;io8  children  wore  com- 
mitted tu  England  and  050  in  Scotland ;  in  1865  the  numbers 
amounted  to  47-5  and  800  rospoctivcly.  After  the  poHoing  of 
the  Act  of  ISfiO  the  numbers,  however,  rose  rapidly.  In  1807 
the  number  committed  in  England  was  1,378  and  in  Scotland 
605.  After  the  passing  of  the  Elementary  Edncation  Act  they 
increased  in  1B71  to  1,057  and  026  r^^spectively,  and  in  1884 
tbey  amounted  to  3,0,59  for  England  nnd  01^6  for  Scotland,  of 
whom  3,114  were  boya  and  S81  girls.  Concurrently  with  the 
estdhlishment  of  the«o  schools  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  oommitt«d  to  prison  for  crime  deoronsed 
from  13,981  in  1856  to  8,977  in  1S71. 

The  influence  of  the  Day  Industrial  Schools  is  alao  said  to  be 
good,  and  that  the  children  rapidly  improve  in  decency  and  good 
-order. 

In  the  meantime  the  adult  A'ugraiit  was  regarded  as  a  nuiaance 
by  most  MetrupoUtuu  Boarda  of  Guordiane,  and  the  policy  gene- 
rally adopted  was  to  endeavour  to  evade  the  responsibility  of  enter- 
taining him.  In  one  case  a  hoard  was  hung  outside  a  workhouse 
with  "  Take  Notice — the  Casual  Words  are  Full,"  when  there 
was  not  a  casual  ward  in  the  place.  In  another  parish,  cold  water 
was  poured  on  (he  v»grnnls  when  they  assembled  outside  the 
.^  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  admission.  An  inquiry 
undertaken  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board 
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m  18Cy  showed  that  in  the  whole  metropolis  there  was  acconuno- 
dulion  for  9r>7  dcatitiito  vugraata  and  wayt'arera,  and  that  that 
accoramodution  was  very  unevenly  distributed.  It  was  also  eati- 
matcd  that  thorc  were  1,400  persona  homolcaa  and  dentitute  every 
ni^'ht^  Meantime  the  nnmbcr  of  voluntary  night  refuges  for  thi^ 
chvua  had  increased  from  3  to  J2  in  number,  uccoinmuduting  at 
leiirt  1,000  persons. 

In  the  year  ISfi4  the  Right  Hon.  C.  P.  Villiora,  then  Prosidcnt 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  introduced  a  Rill  for  remedying  thi!*  state 
of  things,  observing  that  the  7  and  8  Vict.,  c.  lOL,  had  never  been 
enforced,  because  the  machinery  was  found  to  bo  cumbrous  and 
cfiNlly.  Fears  were  expressed  that  the  proposal  Hill  would  iocreaw 
vagrancy,  aad  3Ir.  Uriucoe,  3I.P.,  stated  that  "some  time  ago  he  hud 
uietapartyof  people  jjoing  about  begging.  They  tolJ  him  they  wore 
bricklayers  frum  Wiudsor,  uud  thi*ir  reuarju  for  coming  to  London 
was  that  tbey  undertilood  the^-  should  got  at  any  worklioa»e  food 
and  a  night's  lodging,  so  that  they  cuuM  '  chuuee  it '  for  the  day." 
The  Bill,  however,  became  law  under  the  titleol"  the  Metropolitan 
Houseles*  Poor  Act,  18<i4  (27  &  38  Vict.,  c.  116).  It  rwilee 
that  it  is  expMlient  thai  provisiau  sbuuld  be  made  for  diNlTLbutiiig 
the  charge  of  the  relief  of  certain  poor  persons  in  the  Mctropoliit 
during  the  ensuing  winter  othcrwiao  than  is  now  lawful.  It  then 
enacts  that  Guardians  of  Parishes  or  Tnions  in  the  Metropolis  may 
keop  account  of  relief  to  destitute  wayfarers,  wanderers  or  fonnd- 
liugB  during  tho  hours  from  8  p.m.  to  8  a.m.,  and  ohtttin  roim- 
hursemont  from  the  Metro]>olitan  Board  of  Works.  This  relief 
is  to  include  food  and  articles  of  necessity  and  the  cost  of  lodging 
or  shelter,  but  not  money  given  to  thorn.  Whoro  no  adequate 
Bccomraodation  cxistii  the  Guardians  are  required  to  provide  wards 
or  other  places  of  rooi>ption  for  destitute  wayfarers  and  foundling* 
baring  regard  to  the  number  of  such  [lorHons  likely  to  require  relief ; 
in  default  they  are  not  to  be  entitled  to  the-  benefit  of  thin  Act. 

In  I860  this  Act  was  made  perjjctual  by  28  Vict.,  c.  3-4.  This 
Act  qUo  gave  power  to  the  police  to  conduct  destitute  wayfiirera 
to  the  wards  which  were  ordered  to  be  open  for  their  udmtKsion 
from  6  p.m,  to  8  a.m.  from  October  to  Slurch  inclusive,  wid  from 
8  p.m.  to  8  a.m.  &om  April  to  September  inclusive. 

The  result  of  the  passing  of  these  Acts  was  that  accommwlatiou 
firas  provided  for  l,o39  males,  974  females,  and  3"i  children,  or  a 
toUil  of  2,540,  which  the  returns  furnished  to  the  Poor  Law  Buard 
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ebowed  was  ample,  and  aa  a  consequence  the  misery  and  dis- 
tress preriously  cbservuble  about  the  Loudon  streets  largely 
decreased. 

The  nimbcr  of  udmissloDB  rapidly  rose.     In  MaryUbone,  for 
the  half-Tear  to  Ludy  Day,   1865,  they  amounted  to  4,74'J ;  at 
Michaelmas,  1.SG5,  to  10,670;  at  Lady  Day,  1866,  to  ltf,32-3;  and 
at  Michaelmas,  iy(i*.>,  they  fell  to  10,012.     The  increase  at  the 
oonimonoemont  was  attributed  to  (he  closing  of  the  Night  Rofugca.  ^J 
and  the  decrease  in  18^6  to  the  fact  that  the  police  began  to  bo^H 
employed  as  Assistant  Kelieving  Officers  on  thc2Ut  February,       ' 
1866,  and  that  the  vagrants  disliked  baring  to  go  before  them  in 
Vordertoobtainadmifision  to  the  wards.  A  temporary  check  occurred 
in  December,  186-1,  owing  to  the  baths  for  the  use  of  vagrants  being 
then  completed,  and  their  being  compelled  to  use  them.     For  two 
months  preceding  the  erection  of  the  baths  the  numl>er  of  casuaia       m 
admitted  was  2,429,  while  for  four  months  afterwards,  or  double^H 
the  time,  the  number  only  amounted  to  2,320.     In  186-5  about  50^^ 
per  cent,  of  the  casuals  at  Marylebone  stated  that  they  had  not  been 
in  London    three  days;    3,122   were   Rnglish,  984  Irish,    103 
Scotch,  and  45  Welsh.      Nearly  all  the  male  applicanta  were  able- 
bodied,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  3i>,  and  a  very  large  number 
^_St^  women  wore  refused  admission  for  being  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion.    In  the  WhiU^hapcl  Union  the  numbers  relieved  gradually 
rooefrom  5,411  in   1364  to  20,313   in  1869.     Upon  observation 
being  made  on  the  25th  October,  1869,  it  waa  found  that  of  71 
vagrants  relieved,  56  (or  77  per  cent)  were  personally  known  to 
tlio  8U}>erin  tend  cut  as  habitual  wanderers  or  profesiiional  vagrants, 
p    The  priacipul  influx  in  the  metrojKilis  it  was  found  occurred  on 
/  the  eve  of  public  e.«cution8,  important  horse-races  such  as  the 
/  Derby,  and  other  public  siiectucles  of  a  |K)pular  character.     The 
I    first  of  these  attractions,  however,  ceased  to  exist  in  1868,  as  the 
^  last  public  execution  took  place  on  the  26th  of  May  in  that  year. 
In  the  year  1866  a  fresh  series  of  valuable  Reports  on  Vagrancy 
was  mHile  to  the  Poor  Law  Board  by  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors. 
The  character  of  the  tnimpH  is  thus  described : — 

"  Among  the  tramping  pommunity  are  many  wretched  beings 
who  could  not,  if  they  would,  take  any  eSectivc  step  to  escape  Irom 
their  condition.  Outcasts  from  society  by  their  crimes  or  vices, 
or  unpleaiMint  ways,  or  unbearable  temper,  they  would  seek  in 
vaia  for  employment.     Who  would  willingly  employ  a  filthy  jail- 
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bird  or  a  ragged  deserter  ?  Whnt  respectable  labourer  would 
willingly  work  with  such  a  vagabond  f  Some  tramps  have  beea 
from  birth  in  the  lowest  grade,  and  have  never  been  able  to  sur- 
mount tho  obstaclcB  arising  from  early  vicioiu  association,  or 
inferior  bodily  or  mental  organization.  They  exhibit  an  cxccsaivo 
misery  and  squalor  which  inspire  disgust  rather  than  compaaaion."* 

*  Tramps  ore  for  tho  most  part,  if  not  criminals,  at  least  on  the 
verge  of  crime.  The  greater  portion  of  them  have  never  done  a 
week's  work  consecutively  in  thetr  lives,  and,  if  thoj*  ean  help  it, 
never  intend  to  do  one.  From  many  who  have  be-pu  taken  ill  on 
their  journey,  and  hud,  for  a  lime,  to  remain  in  the  Wrexham 
Workhouac,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  they  have,  since  shortly 
of^er  the  paasing  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  passed  their  time  circling 
from  union  to  union,  and  oither  begged  or  stole  to  eke  out  an. 
oxial.cnco."  t 

"  As  a  general  rule,  the  '  casual  ward  '  of  a  workhouse  so  far 
from  heing  the  temporary  refuge  of  deserving  poor,  is  a  place  of 
rendeirvou.s  for  thieves  and  prostitutes  and  other  vagabonds  of  the 
lowest  class,  gangs  of  whom  "  work  "  allotted  districts,  and  make 
their  circuita  with  as  much  regularity  as  the  Judges."  J 

The  Hauler  of  Aicham  Wvrkhviw,  in  ShropKhirOr  says — 

"The  class  of  iiersons  received  there  us  vugrante  are,  gone- 
rally  speaking,  men  who  hardly  ever  do  any  sort  of  work,  but 
who  go  about  the  country  from  workhouse  to  workliouse,  to  beg, 
intimidate,  or  steal,  as  opportunity  offers.  Aa  an  illustraLion,  ha 
mentions  the  cus«  of  two  strong  men,  well  known  both  to  the 
police  and  hinuiteif.  These  men  had  between  two  uml  three  pounds 
of  food  each  when  searched  ou  their  admission.  The  Master 
remarked  to  them  that  theirs  seemed  to  be  a  profitable  occupation  ; 
their  reply  was,  '  We  are  the  men  to  make  it  so,  for  if  we  cannot 
get  it  by  fair  means  we  will  have  it  by  foul ;  if  we  cannot  beg  wo 
•teal.'" 

The  opinion,  founded  upon  experience,  of  tho  Master  of  Neu)' 
port  (Solop)  Workbouic  of  tramps  who  oomo  there  for  casual 
relief  is  that  they  arc  the  moat  worthless  and  reckless  class  that 
he  has  any  knowledge  of,  and  that  thoy  are  composed  of  thieves 
of  every  sort,  deserters  from  the  army,  bad  characters  discharged 
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i'lom  the  army  us  bucIi,  runaway  apprentices  and  idle  vapibondsof 
every  kind  whu  will  nut  workj  and  prefer  the  vagubund  lifu  of  » 
Tarrant'  to  any  otber. 

Tlie  Master  nf  Vi'em  Worlshtiu«e  iDHtances  tlie  case  of  a  young 
Oman  who  was  put  into  the  vagrant  ward.  A  short  linio  after 
.me  a  young  man ;  he  inquired  if  a  young  woman  had  Iwcn 
put  up;  the  porter  said  "  Ves ; "  he  aaid,  •' Where  is  ehe?  "  tho 
[H)rter  replied,  '*  Ifp-atairs ; "  he  said,  *'  I  am  going  to  sleep  with 
her ; "  the  porter  aaid,  "  I  am  euro  you  are  not ; "  he  said, '.'  I 
shall,"  and  was  impertinuut>  and  the  Maatcr  was  fetched,  who 
ppoke  to  him  and  told  him  ho  could  not  allow  an}i>hiug  of  iho 
kind.  The  young  man  was  Tor}-  ahusivc,  and  said  he  would  have 
his  'id.,  as  ho  gave  the  young  woman  3d.  before  she  camo  in,  tO- 
sleep  with  her  The  Master  sent  for  the  policeman,  but  he  lefi.^ 
il>efore  the  policeman  came.     The  Master  further  adds,  "Almc 

trampa  are  filthy,  dirty,  and  covered   with   vermin.      Thoy 

get  so  dirty  that  they  cannot  wear  their  clothing  any  longer,  so 

go  into  the  tramp  wards,  and  in  the  course  of  the  ntgbt  tearj 

np  their  elothiiyg;    tins   has  occurred  many  times  there.     One 

evening    (and  this   had  happened  several   times)  there  came  a 

vagrant ;  he  was  shown  into  tho  vagrant  wards ;  ho  said,  '  Is  this 

the  place  whore  I  am  going  to  sloop  ?  '  tho  porter  said  '  Yes  ;*  he 

^—^suid,  '  Then  go  to  boll,  and  sleep  tliore  yourself,'  and  so  left." 

^H     The  Jlanter  of  Waisali  says  he  liaii  many  times  listened  at  the 

^^Kramp  ward  doors  to  overhear  their  conversation.     At  odd  timee 

^^e  has  heard  as  follows :  "  How  did  yiiu  get  in,  BiUf  "     "  Uh,  I 

^       told  the  b y  gaffer  that  I  walked  from  Stone  to-day;  be  said 

he  didn't  believe  mo,  but  he  let  me  in."  He  heard  another  say^ 
himself  and  So<and-so  stole  a  loaf  out  of  a  baker's  shop  at  Aberga-"^ 
vcnny,  and  bow  (hey  knocked  the  "  Bobby  "  •  down  and  got  away. 
He  heard  another  say  that  he  would  toll  them  a  "  stunning  "t 
workhouse  fur  a  good  supper  and  breakfast.  "  Much  Weiilock 
(MadeUw),  lads,  that's  the  place."  Another  aaid,  "  I'll  tell  you  a 
bouse  always  good  for  twopence.  Do  you  know  that  big  white 
loose  on  the  right-hand  side  as  yan  go  into  Lichfield  1*  "  "  Yes." 
►•  Well,  then,  I  have  had  it  there  many  a  time,  and  I  know  it's 
always  gw>d  for  it."  Another  said  Dudley  Workhouse  was  the 
jWorst  place  for  skilley  J  that  be  ever  was  at,  &c.,  &z. 

The  JUanter  of  Wrt-xfuim  considers  that  for  low  cunning,  outward 
imoral  conduct,  obscene  language,   and,  in  many  cases,  bare- 

•  rolKciuau.  t  i"i»t  istv.  I  Orucl. 
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ring  and  ittealing,  vagrants  in  general  are  not  to  be  sur- 
the  most  depraved  uutouste  of  the  motropolis. 

The  Kelieeing  Ojfir^r  of  Birkeuhfotl  says — "  Vagriints  are  young 
and  old  unmarried  pcraoru  of  both  sexcB  who  gain  their  living  \>y 
anjineansbut  honeat  industry."    He  classifies  them  wa  foUown; — 

*•  Thieves  on  the  look  out,  low  prostitutes,  beggar*  of  buth  sexea 

and  all  ages,  hawkers  of  petty  articles,  such  as  wuiches,  gaps, 

lace«,  bead  ornaments,  steel  pens,   writing  paper   (or  anything 

which  will  serve  to  approach  a  house,  to  find  what  can  be  obtained 

I  by  fair  or  foul  means) ;  and  bogging*letlcr  writers,  smasher»,* 

singers,  travelling  tinkers,  china  menders,  umbrella  repoir- 

^t  cither  of  which  descriptloa  of  business  can  be  much  more 
profitably  carried  on  if  the  person  be  aged,  Itune,  or  can  gracefully 
assume  to  be  so,  or  be  successful  in  just  keeping  alive  a  delicate 
child,  because  greater  sympathy  will  be  thereby  excited." 

Their  general  conduct  in  the  Tugruut  wards  at  night  is  thua 
^depicted : — 

Hie  Master  of  Great  Boughtvii,  in  Cheshire,  eaya  he  frequently 
heitra  them  about  9  o'clock  at  night  singing  obscene  songs,  cursing 
and  swearing,  or  relating  some  begging  adventure. 

The  MaiUr  of  MmleM-ij  observes  that  — 

"The  police  of  that  town  are  of  opinion  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  vagrants  who  comt^  before  them  ore  men  who  never  want 
work,  and  make  a  trade  of  tramping  the  country,  begging,  and 
stealing.  They  frequently  see  them  in  different  public-houses 
before  they  c«me  to  have  thctr  ticketn  signed.  .  .  .  Many  of 
thoni  spend  a  great  part  of  the  night  in  singing  and  dancing, 
and  telling  each  other  their  adventures  and  the  whereabouts  of 
other  ac«]uaiutance-8.  They  all  go  by  slung  names,  and  are  known 
to  each  other  by  them." 

The  experience  of  the  Master  qf  Shiffttal  is,  that  "  Tramps 
•ometimes  obtain  orders  from  the  relieving  officer  between  6 
and  7  o'clock,  get  them  countersigned  by  the  police  constable, 
and  then  stop  at  public-bouses  in  the  town  till  between  11 
•ind  12,  when  they  come  to  the  workhouse  and  disturb  the  in- 
mates by  violently  shuutiug  uud  kicking  at  the  outer  doors,  llio 
early  [lart  of  the  night  in  the  ward  is  spent  in  giving  each  otheur 
an  account  of  the  previous  day's  route,  frauds,  and  success,  iuquir- 

•  Peronp  who  |iaa6  counlcTfi-il  coin. 
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iug  uftorcoinpimions,  and  repeating  oljecone  and  diisjrusling  tales 
and  songs.  That  trnme  have  received,  a  liberal  education  or  are 
pOMi'ssed  of  great  natural  gifts  is  evident  froin  some  good  drawings 
sketched  with  pencil  upon  the  walls  of  the  ward,  or  verses  nicely 
written,  but  on  the  most  obscene  subjects.  Turtics  who  have  been 
in  the  tramp  ward  are  frequently  taken  into  custody  by  the  police 
within  on  hour  after  their  discharge  on  charges  of  vagrancy." 
The  Master  of  }f''rm  states  that — 

"  A  great  many  of  the  tramps  that  come  there  swear  most  fear- 
fully I  only  tell  them  of  aomcthing  that  they  uuiy  have  done 
wrong,  and  then  you  get  your  eyes  and  limha  cursed  fearfully. 
He  has  stood  at  the  door  uflor  locking  up  tramps,  and  has  many 
times  he»rd  them  tolling  where  they  huvo  called  at  that  day,  and 
saying,  '  You  rauvt  tulco  euro  when  you  go,  there'  (deacrihing  the 
houw)  *  IB  a  large  dog  ;*  also,  at  unolhor  place,  *  You  will  get 
plctnty  to  cat  and  to  bring  uway  ;  but  don't  go  to  such  a  place,  you 
will  get  nothing;'  so  that,  generullr,  the  places  arc  marked  out, 
which  is  good  and  which  is  bud  ;  al»o,  ttuying  they  are  going  to 
■udi  jdflcM,  to  the  races,  and  stating  what  arraugiimonta  they  have 
■Mde  with  others  to  meet  at  certain  places.  A  woman  and  three 
cUMrcn  came  there  about  three  weeks  previously ;  she  was  ao 
Anak  tlMt  she  could  scarcely  walk,  and  swore  most  dreadfully." 

TVe  following  estimates  arc  given  of  the  proportion  of  vagrants 

«^  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  idlenoM,  begging,  or  crime. 

TW  Cluf/  Cottshbk  \>f  Chatter  is  "  decidedly  of  opinion  that, 

nnghly,   !•>   per  cent,  of  vagrants    tiertr  work,  but 

liet  time  in  tramping  from  union  to  union.     In  fact,  he 

ibt  Boment  the    names,    or  rather   the  nicknames,   of 

^  uui    40  men   and   women    kiion'u    &»   the    '  I^ong 

^ll  who  'worked'  Che!>hire  and  North  Wales  in  pairs, 

IxfnrMol  when  they  got  poasesaion  of  anything  that 

^  ^M  sifidy  dispose  of  ulsowhere.     lifost  of  these  were 

,m^M  itohm  linrn  stables,  &c." 

■  ^4^Mf  BonghtoH  isof  opinion  "  that  at  least  IS  out 
either  thieves,  or  have  fully  given  them* 
«C  idlenees  and  vugruncy.     They  have  some 
AfT  have  been  in  gaol." 

vbicb  lite  tnemlien  of  the  ping  afsum?  tho 

ac  different  tuidrcvw,  and  fn.'quciitlT  in  iliT- 

_^fcruDe  nnntlicr  for  t lie  imrpoHeofolilamin^ 
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The  opinion  of  the  Mmler  of  Burtou-oii'Trfut  of  the  character 
of  the  vagrants  is,  "  that  about  two-thirds  of  them  are  itiguliir 
beggars,  Tory  coarse  in  their  matiuer  and  laaguuge,  many  appa- 
rently uneducated,  very  badly  clothed,  and  appear  to  have  dune 
no  Work  for  a  long  time." 

The  Jfii»ter  of  Elhnmt-re  is  clearly  of  opinion  "  that  a  ta-fy  great 
majority  of  tlie  mulos  are  thorough  idle  6campB,  and  the  females 
generally  appear  to  he  disreputable  chamctert;,  both  seX'ea  giving 
the  most  absurd  iiauiea  and  routes.  For  instjince,  on  the  l-ith  of 
May,  18C5,  three  young  felhiwB  gave  the  names  of  George  Fordham, 
Jemmy  Grimshaw,  and  Luke  Siiowdoo,  three  of  the  most  noted 
jockeys  of  the  day,  and  whom  they  afterwards  acknowledged  aa 
haTing  seen  riding  at  Chester  Ruees  during  the  week." 

The  Maiter  nf  Leek  atiites  as  his  opinion  that  "about  two-thirds 
of  the  number  of  males  are  idle  youths  and  young  men  who  pru- 
tend  to  he  in  search  of  employment,  but  who  really  do  not  want 
to  obtain  work.  He  finds  that  many  of  them  have  been  regularly 
admitted  inmates  of  workhouses,  and  disliking  the  discipline  and 
employment  they  meet  with  there,  they  leave,  and  take  to  tramping 
about  the  couutry,  living  by  bogging  in  the  daytime,  and  trur^ting  to 
getting  shelter  for  the  night  in  the  trump  wards  of  workhouses." 

The  Manter  of  Siq^ord  states — 

"Two-thirds  of  them  are  a  lazy,  indolent,  and  vicious  set  of 
porsons,  hardened  in  every  kind  of  vice  and  infamy,  insoinuch 
that  when  work  is  offered  to  them  they  refuse  the  otfcr  and  curse 
you  for  your  pains.  Their  chief  characteristic  seems  to  be  to 
lounge  about  the  streets  by  day  begging,  and  then  spend  what 
they  can  get  in  tobacco  and  beer,  and  tiually  resort  to  the  diifereut 
unions  at  night." 

The  Stijmrintfudent  of  the  Ludlow  Police  says  "  that  90  per  cent, 
of  the  ragronta  who  apply  to  him  for  tickets  of  odraisflion  to  the 
TTiiion  TTou.soconsiBt  of  that  doss  of  tramps  who  go  wandering  from 
lown  to  town  under  the  pretence  of  looking  for  work,  but  praying 
at  the  same  time  '  tAat  they  may  neter  find  any.'  " 

The  following  evidence  is  fuminhed  as  to  the  ages  of  tramping 
vagrants : — 

The  Mfister  af  Newport  (Salop)  says— 

"The  average  age  of  the  vagrants  admitted  into  this  house  is 
about  30  year«,  and  there  are  about  as  many  youths  under  20  as 
there  are  men  about  40.  Very  few  old  men  indeed,  and  still 
fewer  old  women." 


sm 


VAOltANTS  AND  TAORANCT, 


The  Rrlifniiij  Officer  of  Birkcnkead  states — 

"  The  great  majority  are  young  man  und  women  from  IB  to  27 
years  of  age,  mwytrried,  but  trarellinf;^  together  aa  mun  and  wife. 
It  does  not  require  long  acquaintance  to  form  this  connexion,  and 
it  is  as  soon  broken  up,  their  only  homo  being  n  pmon,  a  vagrant 
shed,  ot-  a  night  lodging-honse ;  in  this  way  they  travel  from  town 
to  town  the  kingdom  over,  staging  it  from  workhouno  to  work- 
house, calculating  a«  certainly  on  the  provisions  which  the  law  has 
made  for  them,  a*  if  they  hod  the  means  at  their  own  disposal." 

The  ComUthU  at  ContjUtou,  who  acts  as  relieving  officer,  says  that 
— "  Seventy  per  cent,  who  apply  to  him  for  relief  are  able-bodied, 
from  10  to  36  or  40  years  of  age,  and  are  of  a  class  ho  may  cuU 
ooufirmed  vagrants.  On  searching  them  he  generally  finds  alwnt 
I  }d.  in  money,  a  good  supply  of  bread,  cheeee,  and  other  eutubles. 
tobacco,  one  or  two  lutives,  constructed  so  as  they  could  easily  be 
uaed  for  housebreaking,  a  memorandum  book,  which  oontains  a 
lint  of  the  prinuipul  towns,  unions,  &c.,  which  they  travel  through, 
und  the  tiumes  of  friends,  low  lodgiug-house  keepers,  whose  houses 
they  frequent." 

The  following  examples  of  the  reckless  resort  to  the  crime  of 
arson  on  the  part  of  tramps  are  given  : — ■ 

The  Milliter  qf  EUesmere  mentions  iho  case  of  two  young 
vagrants,  who  slept  there  on  the  2Tth  of  August,  1865,  and  set 
lire  to  a  haj-atack,  close  to  the  town,  on  the  next  day,  for  which 
thoy  wero  each  sentenced  to  tivo  yotbrs'  penal  servitude  at  the 
Shropshire  AViutcr  Asoirx^s.  One  of  them,  Thomas  Smith,  aged 
I{>,  proved  to  bo  the  same  person  whom  the  Master  got  com- 
mitted to  gaol  for  a  month's  hard  labour,  only  on  the  2nd  of  May 
previous,  for  tearinf^  up  his  clothes. 

The  Matter  of  Nt»cjiorl  (S.ilop)  sjiys—  ' 

"  One  night,  the  beginning  of  laxt  winter,  several  tramps  were 
admitted  into  that  house.  lie  knew  most  of  thorn  as  regular 
vagrants,  two  of  them  eApecially.  The  next  morning  but  one  a 
police  officer  came  there  to  inquire  after  two  men  who  hud  set  firo 
to,  and  burnt  down  entirely,  a  large  stackyard  about  four  mites 
from  there,  and  from  his  description  he  at  once  knew  ihtmi  to  bo 
tlieso  two  tramps.  They  were  taken  ut  Market  Drayton,  where 
they  wcro  in  custody  for  tearing  up  their  clothes.  When  charged 
with  the  ursou  they  coolly  confcsHxl  it,  and  gave  as  a  reason  that 
the  fonnLT  refused  to  give  them  alms  when  they  went  to  bishouso 
to  beg." 
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The  Jfnster  qf  Sftiffiml  gives  t>ie  following  iostiuices  of  thia 
vicious  manifeststion  of  spiteful  malignity  : — 

"  Fehnutnj,  1S()3. — William  Woodwurd  and  Thomas  Kent, 
nft<^r  leaving  tlie  tramp  ward,  Mt  fire  to  a  stack  of  Lay  in  a  field 
adjoining  the  wnrlthoiifte  garden,  and  went  direct  to  the  police 
station  and  stated  what  they  had  done. 

"  August,  1864. — Two  tramps  set  fire  to  the  rickyard  of  Mr. 
T'dwin  Edwards,  Brockton  Grange,  Shoriffhftlca,  iu  thia  union, 
und  were  taken  inlo  custody  in  Market  Drayton  tramp  ward  tbe 
day  after 

"August,  186-5. — Two  tramps,  after  lea^^ng  this  tramp  ward, 
awt  fire  to  a  large  barley  rick,  the  property  of  Mr.  Boulton,  of  Lea 
Farm,  AJbrighton,  iu  this  Union." 

The  Master  of  Wrc^hum  supplies  the  following  exumplea  : — 

"About  throe  months  ugo,  two,  vho  had  pussed  the  night  at 
tbiti  union,  were  committed  for  setling  fire  to  a  slack  of  hay,  and 
liiiother  for  the  same  offence  lust  week.  One  who  has  often  visited 
here  was  lately  committed  lor  uu  attempt  at  highway  robbery, 
and  another  is  now  lying  in  Hutliiu  gaol  under  a  sentence  of 
transportation  for  theft." 

The  system  of  intcr-communication  amongst  tramps  nlluded  to 
in  the  reports  of  1848  is  thus  farther  illustrated  by  the  Chigj  Con- 
ttabU  of  Chf*ter : — 

"  The  perfect  system  of  oommunicaticn  among  trampn  in  sur- 
prising. I  have  tasted  it,  and  find  that  about  two  days  are  suffi- 
cient to  promulgate  a  new  regulation,  &c.,  among  the  fraternity. 
My  first  test  wait  causing  every  mule  to  ho  searched,  and  burning 
pipes  and  tobacco  found  upon  them.  Every  professional  tramp 
carries  a  favourite  pipe,  and,  as  a  rulo,  has  half  an  ounce  of  tobacco 
per  day-  Alter  two  or  three  nighta  not  one  of  the  applicanttt  Lad 
either  pipe  or  tobacco,  having  hidden  these  luxuries  before  enter- 
ing the  police-office.  The  second  teat  was  searching  for  money, 
and  with  a  like  result."  —^ 

If  confirmation  were  wanted  of  the  truth  of  the  representations   / 
as  to  the  character  and  habits  of  the  vagrant  class,  it  \s  furnished  / 
by  themselvee  in  the  notices  which  they  usually  leave  bukiud/ 
them  upon  the  walls  and  doers  of  the  vagrant  wur<ls.     Here  are 
mrao  of  the  notices  copied  from  the  vagrant  wards  of  difiTerent 
workhouses : — 

•'  Prircde  Nottce. — Suucy  Ilurry  and  bis  moU  *  will  be  at  Chester 

*  Girl. 
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to  eat  their  Christnuui  dinner,  when  they  hope  Saucer  and  the  rest  of 

the  fraternity  will  meet  them  at  theunion. — 14th  November,  18t>5." 

"  It^otice  to  Lomj  CocfiRty,  or  Cambridge,  or  any  of  the  Jratemiiy. 

i' — Ilnrry  the  Murk  was  htre  from  Carmarthen,  and  if  anybody  «f 
the  Yorkahirc  tramps  wishes  to  iind  him,  he  is  to  ba  found  in  South 
Waiea  for  the  next  three  mouths. — 17th  August,  1865." 

*'  Yankey  Ben,  with  Hungerford  Tom  and  Stockport  Ginger. — 

The   oakum  was   tried  to  be  biuTQed  here  on  28th  October   by 

Ueasrs.  John  Whittington,  Joseph  Walker,   Thoa.  Pickering, 

Jos.  Hawthoniwaitc."  . 

z""'^"  Wild  Scoty,  the  celebrated  king  of  the  cadgers,  is  In  Newgate, 

\    in  London,  going  to  bo  hanged  by  the  neok  till  he  ia  dead  ;  this  i< 

\a  great  fact. —  Written  iy  /lis  ftuife." 

"  Never  bo  aabamod  of  cadging.  I  was  worth  tiro  hundred 
pounds  once,  and  now  I  am  glad  to  cadge  for  a  penny  or  a  piece 
of  bread. — iMiily  Tom." 
[  "  If  ragtailcd  Soph  Atays  here  (Shiffiial),  come  on  to  Stafford." 
"  Shaver  here,  bound  for  Salop  to  aee  the  Bcv.  Henry  Burton, 
a  raoKt  benevolent  minister  of  tho  Church  of  England,  and  may 
the  devil  fetch  him  soon." 

Tho  late  Mr.  Burton,  who  is  very  correctly  described,  was  also 
a  magistrate  well  knoiru  amongst  that  class  by  hia  frequent  con- 
viclion  of  them. 

"  Qeorgo  Day  and  William  Jackson,  7tfa  November,  1865, 
bound  for  Pertmudoc." 

From  a  roport  in  a  local  newspaper  in  tho  following  weekj  it 
appears  that  "  George  Day "  and  "  William  Jackson,"  upon 
arriving  at  their  dustinatJoii,  were  captured  and  sent  lu  guol  fur 
robbery. 

"  Poor  hould  Salford  prig*  Frank,  was  here  on  the  20th  June, 

IHtjrt,  bound   for  the  hill  of  good  country,  Wales,  so  no  more  at 

present  from  your  poor  Frank.     Amen." 

f        "  Browney  will  not  have  none  of  Prince  Charles  this  winter,  ho 

I  is  bound  for  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland,  all  padding  oanaf  in 

L-that  country,  no  dirty  rugs  and  boards." 

"  Bow  Street  and  two  other  ragnmnfBns  slept  here  on  the  ntght 
of  tho  l:;^tb  April,  and  was  quite  shocked  at  the  clownish  impudcnc 
of  the  old  pauper  at  the  lodge.  The  thundering  old  thief  denied' 
u«  a  drink  of  water.    So  help  mo  Bob." 


A  Lhicf. 
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"  Bifihop's  Castle  Untoa  Workhouso  is  a  good  one  to  be  down 
in,  bat  a  damned  bad  lot  of  paupers  uhout  it." 

"The  Dutchnian  was  here  on  the  31«t  September,  ragged  and 
loQsej,  pudding  the  hoof*  and  getting  the  mange  quite  fast. — 
The  Dtttehmanr 

"  i  should  dearly  like  to  marry  if  T  could  find 
Any  gay  old  donnert  suited  t«  my  mind. 

Juck  Sluqipard,  from  York." 

**Thi8  is  a  rum  place  for  a  fellove  to  come  to  for  a  night's  lodg* 
ing ;  you  will  never  catch  mo  hero  again. — Old  Boh  Beidlinj  Ok  !  *' 

The  internal  arrangements  of  the  Vagrant  wards  at  this  period, 
as  in  1848,  were  still  favourable  to  the  spread  of  deiDoralisiug 
influences,  as  by  herding  all  cloases  together  at  night,  the  most 
dppraved  tramps  were  enabled  to  ttitor  others  in  the  worst  forms 
of  vice  und  crime.  The  in^nitary  condition  of  tho  wurdtj  must 
also  have  had  a  debasing  effect.  •— 

iXr.  Edirard  SmdA  fumiftheK  the  following  description  of  the 
wards  in  country  districts.  "  The  Vagrant  wards  vary  in  charac- 
ter greatly.  They  are  for  the  most  part  placed  in  detached  low 
buildings,  which,  if  of  one  story  only,  are  low  and  open  to  the 
roof.  In  others  they  are  placed  in  the  roof  of  a  building.  Hence 
they  are  usually  cold  in  wiuter  and  hot  in  summer,  and  when 
placed  npon  the  ground  flour  are  seldom  quite  dry.  The  rontilu- 
tioa  is  almost  universally  defective.  There  is  rarely  more  than 
one  window  except  in  large  workhouses^  and  that  is  usually 
placed  in  a  position  ill  adapted  for  ventilation.  It  is  verv  com* 
monly  smoU,  and  if  made  to  open  and  tho  bed  is  placed  near  to  it, 
the  vagrants  close  it.  The  cubic  space  allowed  is  usually  snflicient, 
but  at  certain  periods  of  the  year  the  number  of  vagrants  »o  greatly 
increase  that  the  room  becomes  crowded,  and  not  one-half  of  the 
proper  cubic  space  is  allowed.  Thus  it  very  frequently  occurs 
that  the  mascimum  number  admitted  is  three  or  four  times 
greater  than  the  average  numher." 

The  principle  of  making  the  cost  of  maintaining  vagrants  a 
common  charge  npon  the  metropolis,  introduced  by  the  Houseless 
Poor  Act  of  lisG-1,  was  reaffirmed  by  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Act 
of  1867  (30  Vict,  c.  6),  which  empowered  the  Poor  Law  Board 
to  unite  Uuious  and  Parishes  into  districts  for  the  relief  of  any 
class  of  poor,  and  enacted  that  the  expenses  of  providing  any 
'  Tmmping.  t  WoTuaa  ([laliun  denna). 
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a«ylum  for  the  reception  and  relief  of  casual  poupcre  ahould  bo 
repayable  from  the  Metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund. 
/•"^  In  the  year  1871,  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  vagrancy, 
[  tho  Earl  of  Kimberley  introduced  a  Bill  into  the  House  of  Lords 
\  for  tho  purpose  of  increasing  the  strinf^ncy  of  the  pro\*iMons  of 
\  tho  TTouftelcas  Poor  Act  of  ]8G'l.  In  the  course  of  his  introductory 
I    remarks  Lord  Kimberley  said — 

1  "There  was  some  misconception  in  the  public  raind  as  to  theexist- 
ing  number  of  viigmntR.  Tlie  number  ai'tually  relieve<l  in  the  work- 
houses of  En)?land  iind  Walen  was  not  so  large  as  was  popularly 
imflgined.  Taking  the  inght  of  the  Int  of  July,  when  it  was 
usual  to  take  a  Census,  the  numWr  relieved  in  1806  was  1,086  in 
the  metropolis,  and  4,075  in  the  rest  of  England  and  "NVales.  In 
1867,  the  numbers  were  1,573  and  5,'i48  respectively  ;  in  18(i8, 
2,085  and  7,946 ;  in  1869.  1,802  and  7,0--i0 ;  and  in  1S70.  1,627 
and  5,430.  They  did  not,  however,  show  the  whole  number  of  vag- 
rants in  England  and  Wales.  As  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by 
the  police,  the  whole  number  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  April, 
1867,  was  32,528;  and  in  1868,  ;iU,17y.»  No  later  Keturns  hud 
been  published;  but  it  was  believed  that  such  Returns  would,  show 
a  dimiriufioa  corruHiwudiug  with  that  exhibited  by  the  Poor  Law 

ntoi'kis 

^  "  One  of  the  defects  of  the  present  law  was,  that  the  Poor  Low 
Board  hnd  no  power  of  se-curing  uuiformity  of  treatment  tia 
regarded  fooil,  lodging,  and  the  Itibour  test.  Nothing  could  be 
worse  than  what  now  hiippi-ned  ;  that  the  treatment  was  oompara- 
iivcly  inciting  in  one  Union  and  deterrent  in  another." 
\  This  Bill  passed  into  law  as  "The  Pauper  Inmutos  Dischargo 
and  Regulation  Act,  1871  "  (34  and  35  Vict,  c.  108). 

It  r4?citcs  that  duubts  are  entertained  as  to  tho  length  of 
time  for  which  paupers  may  be  lawfully  required  to  remain  in 
workhouses  after  ginng  notice  of  their  intention  to  discharge 
themselves  :  and  then  enacts  thiitpsiupera  who  have  not  discharged 
themselves  within  one  month  before  givingnotico  may  be  detained 
twenty-four  hours;  those  who  have  discharged  themselves  once 
within  that  period,  forty-eight  hours ;  and  those  who  have  dis- 
charged themselves  more  than  twice  in  the  preceding  two  months, 
seventy-two  hours.     A  "casual  pauper,"  who  is  deiincd  to  be  a 
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destitute  wayfarer  or  wanderer  applying  for  reUef,  may  not  dis- 
charge bitnsolf  before  elcvcii  a.m.  ou  the  day  following  his  udmis- 
aion  nor  bufore  he  has  pcrforiQcd  tbc  work  prescribed  for  bim,  and 
a  casual  panpcr  who  has  been  admitted  on  moro  than  two  oooasions 
during  one  month  shall  not  be  entitled  to  discharge  himself  before 
nine  a.m.  on  tho  third  day  alter  his  admission,  and  may  bo  at  any 
(imo  renaored  to  the  workhouse  for  the  remainderof  hisdotonlJon. 
For  the  purpose*  of  the  Act  every  casual  ward  in  the  metropolis 
is  to  be  deemed  to  be  a  ward  of  the  uanic  Union.  Casual  paupers 
absconding,  or  cM^aping,  refitning  to  be  removed  to  any  workhouse 
or  aaylum,  refn.sing  or  neglecting  the  work  prescribed  for  them, 
or  wilfully  giving  a  faUe  name,  or  making  a  fali^e  statement  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  relief,  are  to  be  deemed  idle  and  dis- 
orderly person*,  under  fi  Geo.  TV.,  c.  83,  and  any  pauper  who 
repeats  tbeee  offenoee,  or  wilfully  destroys  or  injures  hie  o*vu 
clothet,  or  damage*  the  property  of  the  gusrdiiins,  is  to  be  deemed 
a  rogue  and  vagabond  under  the  «ame  Act.  ^ 

In  the  year  1877,  in  consequence  of  a  great  number  of  Italiaa 
children  being  reported  to  be  employed  for  mendicant  purposes 
throughout  the  country,  the  Charity  Orgadisatiou  Society  up- 
poiuled  a  Cuiumitteo  to  inquire  into  the  loallor.  TliisCommitteo 
sported  that  the  ordinary  circumKtances  under  which  the  s^'stcm 
ras  carried  on  was  as  follows : — Persons  known  us  padroni,  ncting 
generally  two  together  and  working  alternate  isix  months  in  Itulv 
and  England,  obtained  the  children  from  their  parents  in  the 
Neapolitan  dtatricla,  which  are  the  least  advanced  of  the  Italian 
kingdom.  They  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  with  the  parcnta 
to  pay  a  fixed  sum  for  the  servicus  of  the  children  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  and  undertook  to  clothe  and  feed  them  during  that 
period,  and  to  teach  them  a  *'  virtu,"  that  is,  to  sing  and  play  a 
muBical  instrument,  "so  that  they  might  become  as  rich  as  the 
padroni  themselves."  They  were  not  brought  by  railroad,  but 
were  made  to  walk  the  whole  way  through  Franco,  singing,  play- 
ing, and  dancing  in  the  towns  and  villages  through  which  they 
passed,  and  within  the  previous  three  years  there  had  been  at  least 
four  authenticated  instances  of  children  having  died  of  sheer 
exhaustion  after  their  arrival  in  England.  They  were  then  placed 
in  depots  in  London,  whence  they  were  diettributed  throughout 
the  country  in  suitable  groups,  under  experienced  members  of  the 
fraternity.  They  were  sent  into  the  streets  by  day  to  play,  or  to 
pretend  to  play,  a  musical  tuslrument,  singing  and  dancing  in 
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time  to  it,  and  at  night  thcj  performed  iu  like  manner  in  public- 
bouKOS.  Tbuy  also  exhibited  guinea-pigs  or  white  mice,  and  eotne- 
ttiiieN,  in  order  tu  excite  compassion,  a  child  of  a  few  months  old 
waa  curried  about  on  the  top  of  on  organ  placed  ou  a  harrow,  On 
their  return  to  tliolr  tcmpurary  abode  the  children  hiid  to  delircr 
up  the  whole  uf  their  earnings  to  the  pudrotii,  of  wboiu  ther  stood 
in  great  awe,  being  thrcati^iied  and  otherwiue  ill-trotited  if  they 
did  not  bring  back  enough  to  autisfy  ihem.  In  recent  years  the 
importation  of  Italian  girln  had  much  incrom^ed.  They  slept  in 
the  same  room  as  their  padroni,  and,  siad  to  say,  were  used,  under 
TfiriouB  pretences,  for  the  most  immorhl  pHri.H)se.H. 

A  dcpntation  was  appointtxl  to  wait  on  the  Home  Secretary  on 
the  subject,  and  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan,  in  introducing  it,  said— 

"  We  are  come  in  lay  before  you  a  case  of  slave  trade  and 
ala\'or}*  in  the  midat  of  our  English  Christian  civiliMtion.     That 
this  shoidd  have  been  possible  is  owing  to  two  causes ;  Brxt',  the 
citremcly  youthful,  almost  infantile,  age  of  the  unhappy  children; 
and  secondly,   their  total   ignorance  of  our  language,  and  the 
general  ignorance  of  their  ewn  language  in  England,     Those  poor 
children  are  th«8  completely  cut  off  from  verbal  intercourse  with 
OUT  people,  so  that,  ev«n  if  tliuy  were  uf  sufTicient  age,  and  had 
the  courage  to  claim  our  protection,  they  have  uo  means  of  doing** 
80   for  want  of  speech.     This  system  has  all  the  characteristics  of 
m  slave  trade  and  slavery.     Iu  the  first  place  the  children  are 
bought  from  their  parents,  on  a  two  or  three  years'  lease,  by  a 
I'lasa  uf  professional  persona  who  go  by  the  most  unsuitable  name 
•f '  iwdnuii.'     They  are  ulso  often  transferred  from  ono  of  these 
iftl  ponoDS  to  another  for  pecuniary  considerations.     Ou- 
CMMMuUjr  tbcy  are  stolen  by  one  padrone  from  another;  fur  the 
gUntttiTanosB  of  many  of  these  children  makes   thoir  sorvioes 
IUMmIt  lucrative ;  and  there  are  degrees  of  respectability  even 
nM^t  '^^^^  padroni.     The  poor  children  can  often  stand  it  no 
itMTt  *U<1  nil)  away,  which  is  their  only  resource;  and  when 
^M  Twit  ftwuy  they  are  advertised  for  as  if  they  wero  cattle,     la 
"^   ~    |)k^  HUAtioe  is  the  same  as  formerly  prevailed  among  nur 
m4  HriMtol  West  Indian  proprietors  when  the  negro 
^^ft^Bf"*"  IBA  volets  brought  heme  by  them  to  England  thonght 
ii(  uik.«  advantage  of  what  was  supposed   to  be  a  free 
VUhuugh  the  poor  children  earn  from  day  to  day  con- 
..ua  ^'  mimey*  yet  they  do  not  get  a  sixpcuoe  uf  it; 
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neither  aro  tliev  allowed  any  wages,  but  only  obtain  their  necessary 
keep.  They  arc  also  coerced  by  harsh  trealraent  and  punishment. 
T£  ihey  rio  not  brinf;  in  as  much  money  us  the  padroni  cxpci-t, 
ihcy  rebuke  them,  stint  lliem  of  tlielr  food,  and  too  often  ueverely 
whip  tliPtn.     They  therefore  live  in  constant  fear  of  them." 

The  Home  Secretary  (Sir  R.  A.  Crow),  in  reply,  promined  thai 
everything  that  could  bo  done  should  be  done  to  put  an  end  to 
such  a  M-nnda1,  and  as  a  remit,  through  the  effyrt-s  of  the  police, 
the  traffic  was  suppressed — >the  lUtlian  Guveruinent  having 
previously  done  oil  in  iU  power  to  put  a  stop  to  thia  abommable 
8j>eculation. 

In  the  yeur  1879  a  Select  Committeo  of  the  IIousc  of  Commona 
woa  appointed,  to  in()uire  into  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws 
in  I  he  Ignited  Kingdom  relating  to  the  eottleinent  and  irremov- 
ability of  paupers,  with  special  reference  to  the  case  ofremoviJa 
to  Ireland. 

The  evidence  given  before  this  Committee  showed  that  the  im- 
migration of  Irish  paupers  into  England  had  largely  diminished. 

Mr,  H.  J.  Ifagner,  restry  clerk  of  Liverpool,  furnished  the 
following  statistics  of  the  number  of  paupers  removed  from 
Liverpool  from  1869  to  1878,  inclusive: — 
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Ho  also  stated  that  a  Parliaraent^ry  Return  made  in  pursuance 
of  an  Order  of  the  Houso  of  Commons  in  1804,  aigned  by  the 
Mayor  of  liiver|wol,  showed  that  during  the  year  1849,  80,000 
persons  came  over  from  Ireland  to  Liverpool  as  dock  paosengers, 
who  presented  all  the  apimirauce  of  paupers;  the  return  being 
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heade<],  "  Deck  Fas««Dgen>,  apparently  Paupers;"  and  tlienWing' 
a  fiepunttu  returu  for  olLer  deck  pavseugen.  In  the  foUowioff' 
year,  1850.  77.7UO  of  tbo  sume  cIhm  cawo  over ;  in  1851,  68,1U0 
came  over  ;  in  IM52,  71^,400  oimeoTur;  and  in  1853,71,300  cama 
over;  and  then  lliey  seemed  to  have  begun  to  full  oflf  very  rapidly, 
for  the  three  months  of  1854  given  in  the  returns  sliowod  that 
the  numtier  wu»  4,500. 

Every  year  the  pressure  upon  Liverpool  and  other  ports  caused 
by  people  coming  froiti  other  countries  and  from  Ireland  was 
becoming-  one  of  less  importance. 

Sir.  Andirtc  Doyle,  inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
said,  when  he  was  first  appointed  upon  the  Commission,  Liverpool 
Wtt3  labouring  under  vhat  was  certainly  a  verv  great  grievance  in 
lrt4S,  viz.  an  enormous  influx  of  the  very  lowest  and  mort  miser- 
able class  of  Irish  poor.  Ho  bolievod  that  tbo  feeling  of  Liver' 
pool  had  been  ever  since  and  was  now  influenced  very  much  bv 
the  recollection  of  the  difRculty  of  that  time.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  Liverpool  people  made  suflicicnt  allowanoo  for  the  change 
tliat  had  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  Irish  poor  from  thai 
time.  In  1H45  and  I'm'),  just  before  the  famine  year,  there  wai1 
a  population  in  Ircbnd  of  between  8,000,000  and  9,000,000.  The 
exoot  number,  according  to  the  census  of  1841,  of  the  population 
of  Ireland  was  8.17.5,000  ;  in  18-51  there  was  a  diminution  t-o 
1:1,552,000,-  and  in  1871  it  had  fallen  to  5.400.000.  showing  a 
reduction,  from  the  period  when  Liverpool  was  under  this  appro- 
hension  of  *.',7UO,OCiO  people,  and  that  of  exactly  the  class  of 
pcoplo  who  were  likely  to  become  chargeabloj  for,  looking  at  the 
Census  Return,  it  would  be  found  that  the  holders  of  smull  bold- 
ingSf  of  from  one  to  five  acres,  numbered  in  1841,  <110,-146,  and  la 
1875,  the  number  was  69,098.  That  was  the  ctasn  of  people  who 
would  Ihj  likely  to  conm  in  largo  number!*. 

He  hud  known  Irt^hind  tolerably  well  forty  years  before,  and 
bad  revisited  it,  for  the  firKt  time,  two  years  previously,  and  he 
could  scarcely  imagine  that  he  was  j>a«sing  over  the  same  country, 
the  whole  character  of  the  population  and  the  aspect  of  the 
country  had  so  completely  changed  ;  and  from  inquiries  amongst 
the  labouring  classes  as  to  the  nite  of  wages  and  as  to  the  condi- 
tion  of  the  people,  ho  did  not  think  there  was  any  ground  for 
apprehending  an  incursion  of  Irish  paupi-rism  into  either  England 
or  Scotland. 
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In  the  month  uf  Jul}'  a  Urge  immlgratlun  of  IriaK  labuur 
annually  ti>ok  place  for  the  Iiiiy  liurveat,  and  then  came  the  corn 
harvest,  foUon-ed  hy  the  poui  to -getting.  Their  families  would 
then  come  over,  and  they  vould  get  whiit  they  could  iu  potat«- 
getttag  aud  other  employments  of  that  itort,  and  put  their  money 
kU  together  aud  send  it  over  to  Ireland.  They  would  then  go  to 
Lirerpool,  and  would  get  sent  over  by  u  free  passage  at  lOs.  per 
.head.  That  wa»  exceedingly  agreeable  to  them  aud  to  the  boat 
jmpani(.«  that  had  the  carriage  of  them  ;  but  it  wu5  an  unfuir 
thing  for  the  Liverpool  authorities  to  point  to  that  and  aay  that 
that  was  an  evidence  of  pau{ierisin.  It  was  the  evidence  of  some- 
thing totally  di&'erent  I'roiu  pauperi»ui ;  it  wua  the  evidence  of 
craft  and  imposition  upon  the  one  side,  and  of  great  simplicity 
upon  the  other. 

Mr.  Zitchary  Jly/es,  guurdiaa  of  the  Limerick  Union,  ioid  ho 
remembered  when  wages  were  from  6d.  to  Is.  a  day,  and  now  they 
got  2s.  and  3s. ;  what  is  commonly  called  a  "  bandy  man  "  would 
gci  38.,  and  a  common  lubourcr  would  get  2s.  wages.  There  was 
not,  to  his  knowledge,  any  emigration  of  vagrant  paupers  from  the 
Linicrtek  Union  to  Knghind.  The  vugiancv  Uws  were  applied  iu 
the  unions  in  the  county  and  through  the  kingdom.  Travelling 
fMm  one  union  to  another  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  relief  whs 
ilh-gal,  and  punishable  under  the  Vagruncy  Act. 

.ITr.  Prf^r  Jirottif,  inspector  of  the  Barony  Parish  in  Glasgow, 
suid,  at  that  time  they  were  relieving  a  great  number  of  Iriiih 
who  had  no  settlement  and  who  were  removable,  but  who  were 
not  removed.  The  total  number  of  persons  of  that  cla^s  treated 
in  the  poor-houso  and  receiving  indoor  relief  for  the  previous  year 
wa«  -i'-iO,  ontuiling  an  expcndituro  of  an  amount  of  money  e<]UuL 
to  X'UOH.  ThoBti  were  all  hicih^  wilh  uu  Huttlemcut  iu  ScutLtud, 
uud  persons  eligible  for  rvmoval,  so  f;ir  as  settl«meut  was  con- 
rerued.  On  the  outdoor  roll  they  had  7^  Irish  and  120  depen- 
dants, the  amount  of  money  paid  being  XIO'4,  Their  Irish-buru 
poor  were  one-third  uf  their  total  poor.  For  the  mouth  of  Kay. 
lt'7!),  they  had  in  Ohisgow,  in  the  barony  parish,  4,'J9l  poor 
tarailie»,  comprising  7,-iU7  iudividuuhi,  uud  one-third  uf  those  were 
Irish-bom  people. 

In  the  year  1-^82  a  discussion  on  vagrancy  took  place  in  the 
Hou'«e  of  Commons. 

Sir  Baldicyn  Leighton,  in  intrnducing  the  subject,  said,  that  , 
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notwitliHtuiwHiig  the  repilatlonn  of  Oib  T<o<tiiI  Oovornment  Boanl 
denling  with  the  relief  which  whs  t«  be  given  lo  vagratiiM. 
during  the  last  20  years  there  had  been  a  gtrat,  lie  might 
say  on  alarming  and  continuous,  increase  in  their  numbers. 
Wbat  made  it  more  serious  was  the  terrorism  which  they 
began  to  exercise  over  orderly  and  respectable  peiwont;  somo 
mada  being  so  infected  by  them  as  to  bo  inconvenient,  if  not 
unsafe,  to  travel  upon.  Tn  1869  and  1870  the  numbers  decreased, 
owing  to  tbc  great  amendment  that  then  took  place  in  Poor  Law 
administration  ;  but  while  in  IST*"!  tbe  numbers  were  1,000,  m 
ISSO  tbey  were  7.000.  That  showed  great  fluctuation  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  a  very  serious  incruaao.  The  preseuii  vagrant  army 
sleeping  in  workhuuses  was  between  6,000  and  7,000 ;  about  three 
times  as  many  more  were  known  to  the  police  as  vagrant* — say, 
20,000 — half  of  whom  were  more  or  leas  wayfarers,  and  half  of 
whom  were  undislingui^hable  from  the  workhouse  tramp,  making 
the  vagrant  b«dy  about  16,000  or  17,000,  at  least.  Now,  the 
fluctuations  of  the  number  of  the  workbouae  tramps  were  rery 
remarkable.  Without  giving  etiuh  year,  and  taking  the  rise  and  fall 
Niuce  ll^til,  there  were,  accordiog  to  the  lietum,  of  those  sleeping 
on  Januorj'  Ist  in  workhouse  ward^ — 1861,  l,17f>;  1867,  3,566; 
1868,  6,053  ;  1870,  4,147  ;  1873,  1.087  ;  1880,  7,0^11.  Tben,  us 
regards  separate  Unions,  he  bad  obtained  Returns  from  about  20, 
showing  the  increase  since  l'*7(»  for  the  half-year.  These  were 
ton  typical  ones : — 

Atcbam,  Shropshire 
Tenbary,  Worcester 
Lttagport,  Somerset 
Hatfield,  Herts 
South  Moltou,  Devon    . 
Burt on-on- Trent,  SlaSbrd 
Stafford,  Stafford  . 
Tamwortb,  Stafford 
Uttoxctcr,  Stafford 
Seisdon,  Stafford  . 


ISTS. 

IH&I. 

430 

1,880 

« 

360 

1,118 

160 

410 

« 

aao 

2.133 

_ 

110 

312 

d92 

6,986 

. 

1,838 

3,041 

740 

2.430 

929 

1,327 

118 

369 

Showing  an  increase  amounting  to  300  per  cent,  in  the  five  year*. 
By  Returns  obtained  over  a  month  or  two  in  one  Union,  he  founr'. 
lat  one-fifth  of  the  vagrants  were  short-service  soldiers,  and  o- 
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one-quarter,  or  thereabouts,  wcro  actually  Rederve  men.  So 
tliutout  of  every  1,000  tramps  about  200  wcro  discbarged  soldiers, 
and  60  of  them  actually  Iteserre  mea — that  yvm,  if  the  proportion  of 
other  Unions  tallied  with  his  own.  Now,  what  were  the  causes  of 
that  incraaweF  It  was  not  euey  exactly  to  detlne  them,  but  two 
or  three  wore  apparent.  Depression  of  trade  was  no  doubt  one ; 
stricter  or  hixcr  administration  might  be  another  and  a  local  cause. 
Tho  short-service  Army  system  might  have  something  to  do  with 
it,  in  dc-industrializing  young  men,  and  afterwards  giving  them 
juct  enough  to  bo  idle  upon,  and,  possibly,  the  want  of  industrial 

■■training  in  their  school  children  might  have  somstbing  to  imttwer 
for.  But  tho  danger  of  tho  matter  socmed  to  be  that  it  was 
gniwing;  and  those  who  took  to  that  life  did  not  return  to  regular 

nad  industrial  habits.     It  seemed  to  bim  difficult  to  imagine  a 

'mure  certain  way  of  inculcating  idle  habits  and  vagabond  life 
tbiin  taking  a  young  muu  of  18  or  20,  keeping  him  for  nix  yenTD, 
when  he  might  be  learning  tKime  tmdo,  in  a  aomuwhat  idle  pro- 
fession, and  then  turning  him  hmae,  with  just  sufficient  to  live  a 

'toTing  life,  living  in  tramp  wards  and  on  what  couhl  be  begged  ; 
and  if  that  was  so,  the  short-sorvice  system  might  have  to  answer 
not  only  for  destroying  the  efBeiency  and  solidarity  of  their  regi- 
menttt,  but  alao  de-industriulizing  the  young  men  who  were  en- 
listed, and  forming  a  pauper  Reserve,  or  proletariat  reservoir. 
Mr.  SaU  said  he  had  observed  this  vory  remarkable  feature  in  ' 

frespect  to  vagrancy  throughout  the  country — that  if  they  kept 
their  attention  fixed  on  some  particular  district — for  inatuuce,  on 
■ome  great  centre  o(  the  iron  industry — they  would  find  that  a 

[year  or  so  after  the  adverse  circunislauces  of  trade  commenced 
TBgrauoiea  spread  gruduuUy  from  that  particular  point  through- 
out the  Kingdom.  What  happened  was  this.  Men  who  were 
thrown  out  of  employment  from  the  bad  time's  held  to  their  homes 
OS  long  aa  they  could,  hoping  for  u  return  of  better  trade  ;  but  at 
Bt  they  left  their  homes,  and  started  ou  a  journey,  sumetimeB  in 
oh  of  work.  They  went  a  curtuiu  distance ;  some  of  them 
got  work,  others  did  not. 

Sir  Jlrnrj/  tletchvr  said  he  could  prove  that  since  the  introduo- 
liun  of  the  short^servicc  system  vagrancy  had  increased.  He  had, 
in  his  own  Union,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  taken  pains  to  uecertoin 
the  number  of  tramps  who  bad  been  short-service  men,  and  he 
was  sui-e  that  Sir  ll.  Leighton  under  estimated  rather  than  oxag- 
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gcratefl  the  number.  What  happened  waa  this :  a  man  cnlUtcd 
a»  a  soldier  at  tho  ngc  of  18  or  10;  be  served  for  a  period  which 
up  to  now  had  been  seven  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
he  received  his  discburge  aud  returned  to  his  viUag«,  bis  town, 
or  bis  parish,  lie  weut  to  hio  old  master,  and  asked  to  come 
huok  to  bis  former  emploTtnent ;  but  the  matiter  replied — "  I  hare 
filled  up  the  place,  nod  1  have  nothing  for  you  to  do."  The  man, 
during  his  soldier  life  wilb  the  Colours,  had  contracted  a  nutletM 
mode  of  life,  and  finding  he  could  not  get  employment  in  bis  own 
parish,  be  started  off  and  wandered  over  the  country,  living  a  rest- 
lew,  unprofitable  existence. 

Mr.  J.  O.  TaUiot  said,  in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  tho 
Vaf^ancy  Committee  in  tho  oooury  of  Kent,  it  hod  been  his  duty 
to  watch  the  alarming  increase  of  this  preat  evil.  It  waa  not 
only  on  evil,  in  »o  fur  as  it  waa  a  disgrace  to  tho  commuuJty  tbui 
D  large  number  of  persons  should  he  wandering  about  without 
visible  means  of  support ;  but  it  was  aUo  an  evil  because  vagranta 
Acre  usually  persons  who  preyed  in  aomc  way  upon  society. 

Tbisdiecu^on  waa  shortly  after  followed  by  a  measure  giving  in- 
(crea-sed  powent  nf  detention  a-s  regards  the  casual  poor :  the  4'i  &.  4C 
Vic,  e.  36,  known  as  "  Ttfe  Casunl  Toor  Act,  1883."  It  amends  thu 
34  A  35  Vic,  c.  108,  by  enacting  that  a  Cusuat  pauper  shall  not  l>e 
entitled  todiftcharge  himself  before  9  a.m.  of  the  second  day  follow- 
ing bis  admisBion,  nor  before  he  ha«  performed  the  work  prescribed 
for  bim  ;  and  where  he  has  been  admitted  more  than  once  during 
the  month  be  ^hall  not  discharge  himself  before  9  a.m.  on  the 
fourth  day  after  his  admittsion,  and  he  may  ut  any  lime  be  ro* 
moved  to  the  workhouse  for  tho  remainder  of  bis  period  of  deten- 
tion. In  computing  the  number  of  days  of  detention,  Sunday  is 
to  be  excluded.  Any  person  who  fur  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
poor  relief  for  bJrasell"  or  any  other  person  wilfully  gives  a  blse 
name  or  makes  a  fulnc  statement  to  the  guardian!*  or  their  offic«ra< 
is  to  be  deemed  uu  idle  and  ditiorderly  porfon  under  6  tico.  IV.,  o.  83. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


1882—1886. 


Al^xiwrii  iM'KK'ti^  —I)^  riinoiis  diruioius  — AruniKt.'  vaniiiiijs  of  begdars— Th« 
effect  ol  (mf  Tiijiht  refuses  anil  Boiip  kitcliMia— The  niirs  of  inuleA  uniiinn 
n^rditw  truvwllloj;  nifiDlwrs— Ati'it^jl'  iiaprovi'Uiuiit  uf  the  wurkiiiu 
came*  during  the  liwt  HUv  ywir^  Viknoiiit  AVfiternA  for  the  rtiippiwinH  nf 
I'Bj^rancy  addled  in  Uerks,  Cuniberlnnd,  Uonet,  Olouceat^tr,  UaoU,  Kent, 
Wilt*,  Su. — Tlie  cjiWHe nf  lniltir«  of  tht-  Poor  Law  (ty»t*m— (Jmilimm  of  tlio 
\'ainvit  for  the  iomiitt.'  of  the  workhoiise — iQcrwed  nomadic  (labiu  of 
th«  igricullunil  ItiKtutvr — T)m  tt^icluiit^  uf  hiatocy  i-egurdiug  the  vufjnint 
— iJnggtatttiU  rviiJiiiiy  for  vagnukcy. 

UoDBlQ(  begging  ia  quite  as  mucb  iin  organised  profession  as  it 
waa  more  than  tbroe  hundred  yeurs  sgo  ;  it  bus  of  course  udapled 
itfwlf  to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  but  it  is  wunderful  bow  little 
adaptation  bua  been  callod  fur.  The  credulity  of  tUe  charitable  is 
tbo  stock-iu-trade  of  the  beggar,  aud  it  never  fails  him.  Like  the 
"confidence  trick  "  of  the  London  sharper,  the  very  staleneM  and 
antiquity  of  the  beggar's  dodges  appear  to  give  them  a  sanctify  in 
the  eye«  of  muny,  a  sanctity  derived  from  the  belief  that  others 
might  be  deceived  by  counterfeits,  but  that  the  person  appealed 
to  cannot:  he  or  she  ban  found  the  genuine  honest,  long-sutler* 
ing  and  unappreciated  oUject  of  charity,  and  baring  found  this 
priceless  treasure  is  bound  to  reward  it. 

Others  again  adopt  the  fallacious  reasoning  that  it  is  better  to 
reward  9^  impostors  rather  than  miss  the  chance  of  relieving  one 
genuine  case  of  distress,  thus  altogether  ignoring  the  fact  that  tho 
deserving  poor  uever  beg,  and  prefer  to  dio  rather  than  incur  such 
a  degradation. 

The  principal  varieties  of  bogging  are  now  termed  lurke  (from 
tho  Welsh  //fir,  a  tit  of  loitering) :  the  fire  lurk  (pretended  losses 
by  fire),  the  shipwrecked  or  dimblcd  sailors'  lurk,  tho  accident 
lurk,  tho  sick  lurk  (pretended  illnoas ;  some  tie  up  their  arms  in 
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a  very  cl«T«r  w»y,  oiben  frign  fita,  crtlien  remam  ut  lird 
log  iDiieat  whOe  tl»ej  wad  oat  their  compaowwM  to  be^  ibr  them). 
ike  fordgncn^  tariE,  th#  frosco-ost  gudenm'  lark,  the  m 
lork  (pretMided  k>w  «f  ptaoe  «•  »  Jumwlic  •errant),  the 
nan  lurit  (parading  a  number  of  ehiUjwi  in  a  rtato  <d  fi^paed 
destitution),  the  Incifar,  air  banoop,  pefiara^  or  be— J  apd-batlar 
lark  (dropping  in  the  mod  or  oihenrtM  da  ■aging'  by  aa  appawot 
accident  boxes  of  locifer  aatcbcs,  air  baUocns^  cheap  pictures  in 
franMs,  or  dieea  of  bread-and-botter),  the  deaf  and  dsnb  lark, 
the  colliers'  lark  (pretended  la«  of  tmpIojBpnt  tkroogk  aa  «a* 
ptoaioo),  the  veaTers',  the  ealcnderera',  and  eottcn  eptnaen'  larks 
L^**  Come  all  the  vaj  froia  Mandiest^,  and  got  no  vcrk  to  do.**) 
To    theae    maj   be   addt-d    the  "  shallow  oove "  or    "  ehivariag 
Jennajr/*  who  goea  ahont  btJf  naked,  the  "cab  tooter.*'  who  begs 
at  cab  doora  b»  they  are  learing  thealree,  and  the  "  high-flier,"  who 
inJstai  the  IntikeD-down  genUerosa,  oflteer,  or  tradesaua. 
Tt  is  difficnlt  to  draw  the  line  beCweoi  the  habitual  Tagrani, 
\thp  pettT  hawker,  and  the  street  awindler,  sa  the  parsuita  of  tbaj^^ 
vagrant  are  of  the  roost  proteun  character.     One  day  he  is  ihi^l 
"  lurker,"  another  day  he  is  the  "  crocus "  or  **  than  doctor,** 
selling  poliuns  flsvonrrd  with  suit,  or  tome  fora  of  naatinMi^  or 
"  vegetable  pills"  obtjiiDi>d  ready  made  ^m  the  rabbit  wartea 
sod  rolled  in  6uur,  or  he  is  the  card  ehorper  of  the  pnbUc-boa«e 
or  the  racc-cour>«,  or  he  is  the  hop-picltcr  just  returned  frvni  the 
country   with   "  genuine  kotchup,"  made  from  "  Cattle  Market 
mushrooms''  (i>.  decayt-d  piga' livers),  or  he  is  the  sham  smuggler, 
who  sells  brandy  or  tobacco,  the  samples  of  which  are  genuine, 
but  the  bulk  of  which  conststa  principally  ofcQlourtd  gin  ur  bar. 
"The  men  and  women  who,  dUguiaed  as  gypues  or  country- 
folk, come  to  the  kitchen  cntrsuce  of  one's  house  und  ofler  for 
sale  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  fresh   fruit,  vegetables,  or 
vjioultry,   are  too  ufteu    arrant  frauds.      The  duck  purchased  at 
many  ebiUinga  below  (he  price  charged  by  the  local  poulterer  ta 
dtSL-overed,  when  loo  late,  to  be  a  \ile  specimen  of  a  bird  and  per- 
fectly worthleu ;  the  e^gs  palmed  uti'  aa  '  new  laid  '   turn  out  to 
be  venerable  enough  to  bave  come  out  of  the  ark  ;  and  so  on  with 
everything  else.     A  vendor  of  apples  and  potatoes  tried  this  little 
game  on  last  week,  but  the  purchaser  of  bi«  goods  was  a  match 
for  him,  and   tbe  itinerant  merchant  was  given  into  custody  and 
rburged  wttb   fraud.     Tbe  tiamplcs  exhibited  to  his  customers 
pretended  were  rcprc^ntativc  of  the  bulk  of  the  Iruit  and  voj 
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tables,  but  whereas  the  former  wus  fresh  and  good,  the  latter  were 
in  a  state  of  decay  and  dissolution."  * 

There  is  hardly  a  source  of  human  suffering  or  a  passing 
Calamity  of  any  magnitude  which  these  rascals  do  not  endeavour 
to  turn  to  their  advantage. 

Mr.  Gomm,  the  chief  officer  of  the  Mendicity  Society,  is  of 
opinion  that  the  present  average  earnings  of  a  professioual  beggar 
are  from  5a.  to  20s.  a  day,  n'ld  that  those  who  write  begging 
ltt1**rj»  average  still  more. 

Vugrauts  in  luauy  iuatancee  still  contiDuo  to  communicate  with 

one  another  by  scribbling  on  the  walls  of  their  donuityrieu.  as 

described  In  the  rq>ort  of  ISGG.  and  they  "  are  still  for  the  most 

trpart,  if  not  criminals,  at  least  on  the  verge  of  crime."     Keports 

from  country  districts  testify  that  arson  eoutiimes  to  be  their 

favourite  method  of  venting  their  xpUe,  and  that  a  large  number  uf 

discharged  wildiers  annually  swell  the  rauks  of  vagrancy.     Night 

refugee,  which  udiuit  upplicunta  ut  all  hours  of  the  nigiit,  continue 

to  exist,  as  in  the  year  l'^40,  and  lend  their  aid  in  promoting 

vagrancy.     Their  managers  turn  a  deaf  ear  to   the  wuming  Ihut 

the  casual  wards  of  the  workhouse  are  available  for  all  such  cases, 

and  that  no  amount  of   cross-questioning   will   cuuhlo  them  to 

arrive  at  the  real  character  of  the  applicanta,  as  the  most  undo- 

■Mrving,  from  skill  acrjuirod  by  long  practice,  are  always  able  Co 

^jnate  themselves  out  w  ho  the  most  deserving.  — » 

Another  promoter  of  prof&4.iional  vagrancy  is  the  indiscriminate  1 
free  soup  kitchrn,  the  tickets  for  which  are  distributed  bron(lc:i8t^  I 
being  frequently  given  to  the  deputy  landlords  of  common  lodging-  \ 
houses. 

•*  These  tickets  have,  like  those  of  the  bread,  grocery,  coal,  and 
hhioket  charities,  a  market  value  in  spirits  at  the  public-houses,  and 
are  used  as  authoritative  licences  to  beg  for  the  penny  which  has  to 
accompany  them  to  the  counter.  One  person  was  wiitche<l  while 
he  begged  for  aud  i-eceived  nine  pennies  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ono  of  these  soup  houses,  under  the  pretence  of  purchasing  u 
oenny  basin.  The  mo«t  thriftless  tramps  and  vagrauts  are  cul- 
ucled  ut  the  diatributiun,  and  even  the  class  above  them  learns 
tiow  much  easier  it  is  to  live  ut  the  expense  of  others  tliau  by 
their  ovni  labour." 

A  further  development  of  this  system  is  thus  commented  upon 
by  the  Ghbe  aevt^papvr  in  February,  IHSG: — 

'  "  Uwlvni  Society,"  Ftlinittiy,  !>*«. 
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"  Who  would  have  the  heiirt  to  refuse  a  copper  to  some  little 
UtterdoiQulion  begging  for  the  priL-oofsbalfpcnnydinDcrf  It  would 
be  token  for  granted  in  any  locality  where  this  admiruble  fomi  of 
charity  has  como  into  existent,  th«t  the  money  would  be  spent 
for  tho  desired  purpose.  Coventry  tclU  a  different  tale,  however. 
It  has  been  ascertained  there  that,  since  tho  rtitablishment  of  bali'- 
pcnny  dinners,  juvenile  mendicancy  has  g-reatly  increaaed.  As 
tho  hour  for  the  cheap  feast  draws  near,  crowds  of  children  turn 
out  in  the  udjoocut  strcetK,  and  importune  every  person  who  posstt 
for  "only  a  half]wnuy.*'  At  first,  few  rcaistc^d  tho  pathetic 
appoal,  but  lutterty  tho  nuisauco  bccamo  so  great  that  inquiry  was 
set  on  foot,  with  the  result  of  proving  that  very  few  of  tho  half- 
pennie*  found  their  way  to  the  dinner  room.  Many  went  to 
supply  luxuries  t.r>  idle  and  worthless  parents,  whilt?  the  awoetatuff 
sliops  chmib  in  fur  a  sh&re.  In  t^hort,  the  halfpenny  dinner  was 
merely  niade  the  excuse  for  extmcting  alms  from  the  public  in 
such  ft  way  as  would  not  cyme  under  police  cognisance." 

The  same  demoralising  system  prevuiU  to  a  large  extent  in 
London,  where  children  during  tho  summer  months  present  cards 
in  tb©  slreett,  which  apparently  authorise  them  to  beg  for  ussist- 
ance  for  a  school  treat. 

The  huueiit  travelling  mechauic  or  labourer  in  search  of  work 
u  no  lon^r  in  nc^d  of  astiistuuco  fnim  the  outside  public  Mr. 
Oeorffe  lloneU,  M.P.^  in  his  work  on  "The  ConOtcts  of  Capital 
snd  Labour,"  gives  the  folluning  particulars  of  the  travelling 
relief  afforded  by  trades  unions  to  their  nienibors  : — 

"In  addition  to  tho  extremely  umeful  and  legitimate  prorision 
for  supporting  tlicir  members  when  out  of  work,  there  is  in  most 
societies  an  allowiince  to  members  going  from  home  in  search  of 
\  employment :  this  is  called  travelling  relief.  At  one  time  tramp- 
ing was  systcmiitic  and  general,  and  it  bocume  u  great  nuisance, 
for  many  men  merely  used  the  society  us  a  means  for  cnubling 
them  to  tramp  all  over  the  country,  living  upon  the  funds  of  the 
union,  supplemented,  as  it  nsunlly  was,  by  collections  made  bj  the 
workmen  in  several  towns  through  which  they  pawed.  Thi« 
practice  has  greatly  diminished  of  lute  years;  if  properly  used- 
the  system  of  tramp  relief  is  a  good  and  useful  one,  but  in  the 
past  it  was  little  better  thiiu  a  kind  of  profei^ional  mendicity, 
excepting  that  the  mendicants  begged  from  thoae  leitst  able  to 
nfibi-d  assistance,  and  urged  their  claims  for  contributions  with  a 
kind  of  authority  aa  though  it  was  a  right  to  which  they  were 
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justly  enlitled.  Tb«  nietliocl  of  relioviu}^  tkove  on  trttmp  U  pretty 
much  the  wiine  Ld  all  Hocietiwt,  altliough  the  amuunts  elightlv  differ, 
uud  the  distuuces  to  bu  truvelled  befuru  tbti  relief  eun  be  ubtuiuud 
18  greater  or  less  aurording  to  the  trade,  and  the  several  '  stations/ 
that  is  lodges,  on  the  route  talicn  by  the  'journeyman'  member. 
Bed  and  bre&kia«t  are  geucniUy  provided,  but  it  is  not  a  uuiversa] 
role,  in  addition  to  which  they  get  a  shilling  or  eighioen-peni-e 
towards  their  maintenance  until  they  reach  the  next  relieving 
station.  Thcec  vary  in  distance ;  tbey  mny  be  sixteen  or  they  may 
be  twenty-five  miloe  apart,  but  on  the  average  the  amount  paid  ia 
about  one  penny  per  mile.  In  some  societies  it  ia  usual  to  pay  the 
railway  fares,  third  class,  to  some  distant  place  in  search  of  cin- 
plojTnent :  this  mode  of  relief  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time 
in  the  Amalgamated  Carpenters'  and  Joiners'  Society,  and  it  is 
stated  that  it  has  had  the  effect  of  greatly  diminitihing  the  system 
of  tramping  from  place  to  placo.  The  custom  of  tramping  from 
one  town  to  another  is  a  very  old  one,  it  exiMled  under  the  old 
guilds  and  wub  general  all  through  Germany  until  very  recent 
limwi,  and  is  fitill  practised  there  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  It 
is  in  England.  The  origin  of  tho  term  jourucynuin  may  ho  truced 
to  this  aucient  cuUoni,  one  of  tho  objui^tR  of  which  in  olden  limuH 
WU8  to  accjuiro  cxpericucu  in  the  craft  or  iityKter^'  iu  which  tbo 
irdvcller  Mas  engaged  by  seeing  the  ditlcrent  jnctliudB  of  work  In 
various  part«  of  the  country,"  ,    ^ 

The  AijrtriiUurnt  Lufionrm'  Union  paya  the  fare  of  its  menibera 
when  they  move  from  one  place  to  another  to  belter  their  coudilioa. 

Iu  the  Ai»a  iff  a  mallei  Society  of  Biigmem  the  unemployed  mom- 
hera  receive  what  is  tenned  donation  benelit  from  the  Society.  \ 
This  ranges  in  amount  from  lOs.  per  week  down  to  b's.  per  week", 
according  to  the  length  of  time  a  member  remuins  unemployed. 
Should  any  member  iu  receipt  of  this  bencHt  wi»h  to  travel  in 
aearch  of  work  ho  is  provided  with  a  travelling  card.  On  tho 
presentation  of  this  card  to  any  of  tho  Branch  Secretaries  in  any 
part  of  the  world  in  which  tbo  Society  has  a  branch,  ho  will  be 
paid  the  amount  of  donation  benefit  that  may  be  due  to  him.  A 
branch  stcretaiy  waited  upon  by  a  traveller  Is  bound  to  direct 
him  to  the  pUce«  where  he  i«  must  likely  to  obtain  work.  . 

In  the  Amaf'jnimiti^   Societj/   (^  Tailors  free  Toembers  out  of    I 
wurk  are  entitled  to  a  travelling  card  on  giving  the  secietary  »ix 
hours' notice  of  their  requirements.      A  member  whilst  on  travel 
is  untitled  to  Is,  4d.  in  any  Bnmcb  belonging  to  tbe  Amulgama-  , 
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tion,  but  a  moniWr  nho  h&n  oTi]y  Iteen  tn  theoociety  tbree  months 
and  under  six  is  only  entitled  to  4d.     Members  ret'uaing  employ- 
ment in  a  shop  where  such  emploj-ment  is  acceptable  to  the  branch 
are  suspended  from  truvoUing  benefit  for  seven  days. 
\    In  the  Ojit'fatire  Stone  M'tsom'  Society  niumbort)  when  travelling 
in  search  of  employmeuc  are  provided,  with  a.  bod  uL  any  lodge 
they  cull  at,  and  they  are  paid  money  relief  in  proportion  to  thu 
di)^taDco  they  have  travelled  from  the  last  lodge  ut  which  they 
Luvo  been  relieved.     In  ouuh  lodge  a  list  of  builders'  yards,  or  | 
the  buildings  in  courso  of  erection,  in  Ihu  town  is  pruvidixl  as  ft] 
guide  fur  tho  unetupluyod  to  seek  eiuploynietit.     In  many  lar^ 
Towns  the  traveller  cull  remain  some  two,  three,  or  four  days,  sol 
HH  to  give  htm  a  good  opportunity  of  seeking   employment.     On 
Sundays  the  munilnTS  do  nut   truTol,  as  the  Society  allows  ihem 
extra  pny  for  not  doing  so.     The  truveUIng  relief  averages  about 
Ua.  per  week. 

In  the  Ifon  hhitiii/rrif'  StKieiy  each  two  years'  member  receive* 
Is.  4d.  psT  day  for  thirteen  weeks,  und  for  the  next  thirteen  weeks' 
Is.  2d.,  and  if  he  still  continues  out  of  work  he  receives  lOd.  a 
dny  for  six  months.  A  one  year's  member  receives  8d.  per  dity. 
Kach  member  on  travel,  in  addition  to  these  aUowunces,  is  also 
allowed  a  bed  at  each  club-hou»e  tind  one  for  Sunday  once  in 
three  months,  and  where  the  next  branch  in  more  than  twenty- 
five  miles  distant  he  is  allowed  one  day's  donation  in  advance  for 
fvery  additional  twenty-live  miles.  Members  under  twelve  months 
ore  only  entitled  to  beds.  If  tbe  distressed  artisuu  or  mechanic 
is  not  a  trades  uuiouist  be  resdtly  obtains  relief  from  mem- 
bers of  bis  own  culling  at  the  workshops  of  tbe  town  through 
wliioh  he  is  pofi^ing,  and  us  u  rule  be  does  not  scruple  to  apply 
for  it. 

The  conditions  of  societi.'  arc  now  entirely  changed.  The  legi- 
timate vagrant  of  the  Middle  Ages,  or  even  of  hfty  years  ago,  no 
longer  continues  to  exist  under  tho  old  conditions ;  he  has  improved 
liiti  stutus  and  looks  down  with  contempt,  if  not  with  disgust,  on 
Iho  base  parasite  who  now  usurps  tho  place  ho  formerly  occupied. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Statistical  Society  in  Juunary,  188G,  Mr. 
ijijftn  Kuid  the  estimate  of  ^0  to  100  per  cent  as  tho  averago 
improvement  of  the  working  classes  in  tiily  yeurs  was  not  only 
not  excessive,  but  under  the  mark.  On  a  broad  survey  of  tho 
facts,  the  composition  of  tho  jH^oplc  of  tho  I'nitcd  Kingdom  was 
entirely  changed  from  what  it  was  lifly  years  ago.     Whereas  fifty 
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yoira  ago  ono-third  of  the  working  raasses  were  Iri-jli  peaflants, 
eurniiiff  n  <inii!)tfiil  4b.  a  wpek  on  the  avcrngo,  and  the  agrkml- 
turul  ptipulation  of  Gpcat  Dritaiu  constituted  another  third  of  the 
tot»l,  this  class  likewiAO  earning  much  smaller  incomoii  than  tho 
third  ch»s«,  consisting  of  the  non-agriculturul  workers  of  Great 
Britain  ;  now  the  Irish  labourers  wcro  less  than  one-eighth  of  the 
total,  thft  Brirish  agricultural  Iiibotirers  were  also  one-eighth  only, 
and   the  remaining  three-fourths  were  artisans  anrl  other  non- 
agricultural  workers.     In  Ireland,  the  improvement  in  the  wages 
or  earnings  of  nmiill  farmers  and  Inbourors  was  at  lea.st    100  per 
cent.,  the  doubtful  aTenigc,  4i».,  of  fifty  years  ago  having  boon 
converted  into  a  much  less  doubtful  Ss.,  or  ita  equivalent,  at  the 
present  time.     In  Scotland  and  Wales  the  average  improvement 
in  agricultural  labour  had  equally  been  about  100  per  cent.,  from 
9fl.  in  the  former  case  to  IBs.,  and  from  7%.  Ikl.  in  the  latter  cose  to 
15b.     In  England  the  changes  were  not  so  extreme,  but  from  Ss. 
to  138.  and  from   lOs.  to  I6».  were  not  uncommon  figurou,  fully 
jwitifyiug  the  conclusion  us  to  there  having  been  an  improvement 
of  GO  per  cent.     The  worst'paid  labour  in  Groat  Brilaia  of  a  non- 
agriculturul  kind  had  equally  undergrme  improvument.     In  the 
Metropolis  and  the  leuding  nitinura(;luring  towns^  tho  rise  ranged 
from  15s.  to  'J'*)?).,  or  about  70  percent. ;  but  in  the  other  parts  of  tho 
juntry,  as  in  Glasgow,  there  were  cares  of  an  advance  of  100  per 
ant.     There  hud  also  been   a  great  inoroBse  in  the  number  of 
inoomo-tax  assessments,  implying  an  improvement  of  the  artisan 
and  other  classes  just  above  tlic   income-tux  limit.     There  had 
boon  a  simultaneous  improvement  in  France,  Germany,  and  othi-r 
countries.      While  the  total  income  of  the  country  fifty  years  ago 
was  about  five  hundred  milUons  only,  of  which  two-fifths  were 
derived  from  agriculture,  the  present  income,  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Dudley  Baxter  and  Mr.  Leone  Levi,  might  be  placed  at  about 
1,270,000,000,  of  which    only   one-sixth  was  from  agriculture. 
At  the  Mune  time  the  agricultuml  labourer  was  better  off,  because, 
whilst  hid  numbers  had  diminished,  the  net  inoomo  from  agricul- 
ture and  his  share  of  thut  income  had  increased.     Farther,  the 
working  miuises  of  Great  Britain  had  more  than  doubled  their 
number  in  the  interval,  simultaneously  with  a  vast  diminution  in 
Ireland,  whow  aggregate  income  remained  much  the  tfame,  though 
with  a  diminished  number  to  share  it. 

Professor  Lrone  Led  said  not  only  did  the  working  classee  earn 
more,  bat  they  worked  less,  the  Factor}*  Acts  having  reduced 
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by  20  per  cent,  the  amount  of  time  given  to  LiI>our.  There  wai' 
no  doubt  whatoTer  that  they  wore  consuming  more.  They  gut 
with  the  aaTne  amount  of  money  a  f^rcnt  deal  more  food  and  cloth- 
ing. Taking  tb«m  as  a  vhole,  hia  impreMioQ  was  that  tho 
labouring  ctosaes  were  muvh  more  elevated  in  character — socially, 
intellectuully,  and  politically — than  ever  they  were  before. 

Vagrancy  nnd  crime  bear  an  important  relution  to  each  other. 
Mr.  tsnowden  remarks  jn  his  '*  Police  Officers'  and  ConsUble*' 
Ottide,"  "that  U  is  his  firm  opioion  that  if  poaching  and  vagranoj 
were  put  down,  and  more  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  crima 

t Would  be  of  very  rare  occurrence." 
Yarious  County  systems  for  the  repression  of  ragi'aucy  have  from 
time  to  time  been  tried ;  tho  best  known  of  theso  are  the  Dorset 
Bjrstem  and  the  Berks  system. 

Tho  DoRSKT  System  was  eslablifihod  in  January,  1870,  by  Captain 
Amyatt,  the  able  chief  constuble  of  Dorsetshire,     It  consists  ii 
the  relief  of  the  vagrant  by  muiins  of  tickets,  u-hich  up  to  the  yeai 
18SL  were  e-tchangeablc  at  distances  of  about  five  miles  apart  for 
one  pound  of  bread  ;  mnce  1H8I  the  allowance  has  been  reduced  tO| 
half  a  pound.     The  tickets  are  not  exc:hangeable  in  towns  unit 
signwl  by  the  police,  and  no  more  tbunhalfu  pound  CUD  beobtatned 
I    by  one  person  in  exchange  for  any  mimber  of  tickets.     The  sys»j 
1    tern  is  worked  by  the  police,  under  the  direction  of  the  magis- 
'    traie>s  and  guardians,  and  is  combined  with  a  uniform  enforcement 
|_of  the  Vagrant  Act.     Tlic  foUovviDg  hare  been  the  results  of  thftj 
s^-stem  so  far  as  regards  the  admissions  to  casual  wards  io  the  county. 


Year. 

ICumbpr  of  HdmisBiona 

Veur. 

Nanilier  of  adniwiotu 

to  caausl  F&rd& 

to  casual  wardsi 

]«e9 

1I.S48 

1878 

9,208 

i><it)' 

tt.l«7 

1870 

1 1  .is7 

IKTlt 

5,850 

18M 

yA,i;(l 

lH7i 

2,B4n 

I8SIJ 

l».(iU 

IHlA 

s.eoo 

t8Bi$ 

10.1)53 

IH74 

2,fl47 

It»3 

^■*H3 

1k7.^ 

s,4au 

lt)H4 

7,SSI 

IHTO 

3,971 

laua 

^MH 

1877 

6^] 

*  Tnlmlucdon  of  tlie  avttem. 

t  J'super  Inmiitci'  Dincliarxe  iiikI  Rcffiilntion  Act,  1871,  poued. 
I  Reduction  of  ilu-  allo*»iince  <>t  I'I-okI  from  1  tlx  to  Htk  onlered. 
f  L'ujimil  Twr  Atl,  IwS,  luiwviL 
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ie  following  are  the  re&ulu  so  far  as  regardu  crime  ;— 
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Ymr. 

Number  of  persons  charged. 

Nuniliifr  nf  criinfnAls 

tn  enrh  tlii»i)iaii(l  uf 

population. 

Summarily. 

Upon 
itidictntcnt. 

Total. 

IMS 

1  SN"i 

2.6tW 

13a 

98 

1S5 

Ml 

79 

S.807 

2;t72 
2,W7 

l7-n8 

ia-67 

13-75 

1643 

1 

It  will  beoWrvedthnttlie  subsequent  decrease  in  uumlwrs  in  tlio 
liat  of  admisaioDS  to  casual  wnrds  is  coincident  with  the  introductiun 
of  increased  methods  of  i^ression — in  1873  owing  to  tho  coming 
into  force  of  the  Pauper  Inmutes  Discharge  and  Ilogulation  Acf, 
1871;  in  1882  owing  to  the  rwluction  in  the  nllowiinco  of  bn':ud 
from  one  |K>und  to  half  a  pound  ;  and  in  18H3  owing  to  the  Caauul 
Poor  Act,  1882,  coining  into  operation.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  aa  nnder  this  lust-mentioned  Act  vagrants  can  bo  detJLtned 
two  nights,  tho  present  number  of  admimons  represents  twice 
tliat  number  under  the  previous  sptcni,  that  is,  that  the  numbers 
for  ]8^'!J  to  lie  fairly  compared  with  those  of  1883  should  lie 
reckoned  as  17,>?V1  against  lO.O-W,  inalead  of  8,927  against  10,050. 

In  the  year  1^8t*,  7  tons  15  cwt.  *1*j  lbs.  of  bread  was  given  owiiy. 

ITxe  Bkhkmiire  Svsikm  was  instituted  by  Colonel  lllandy,  the" 
able  chief  constable  of  Ilcrkshire,  in  August,  1871.  It  consists  ia 
way-tickots,  containing  a  description  of  the  vagrant  or  tramp, 
and  sboning  the  place  he  come  from  and  his  final  destination, 
which  are  issued  to  all  who  entor  a  workhouse  in  the  county. 
lielief  Alations  are  formed  at  the  police  conslablcd'  houses  between 
the  wurkhouaes.  On  the  production  of  the  way-ticket  the  vagrant 
receives  eight  ounces  of  .bread,  provided  he  is  on  his  speciHeil 
route.  The  ticket  ia  riigned  by  the  eouNljibto  or  person  udminiit- 
tering  the  relief,  and  entry  of  the  matter  is  maile  in  a  book, 
PuniMhrnent  of  not  [&»  than  fourteen  dayn*  hard  labour  is  indicted 
on  conviction  for  vagrancy.  Thfl  flyRtrm  has  been  in  abeyance  in 
Berks  since  the  passing  of  the  Casual  Poor  Act,  1882,  owing  to 
the  withdrawal  of  one  of  the  leading  nniona.  Vagrancy,  it  is 
stated,  ha«  much  increased  in  conwquenco. 

The  system  was  adopted  in  1881  throughout  North  Wales 
under  the  following  conditions.  On  entering  the  North  Wales 
Counties  District  the  wayfarer  received  a  ticket  which  recorded 


his  desonptinn,  the  ploco  ho  camo  Crom,  uiul  hin  final  Hestiniitum. 
The  iininn  ho  nhoiiH  iit>xt  go  to  Triw  endorsed  on  his  ticket,  and 
BO  on  throiighont  thn  district  The  police  were  in  all  cases  whore 
practicable  employ^  as  assistant  relieving  officers,  and  aflbrdwl 
to  vagrants  at  each  relief  station  along  the  route  one  pound  of 
bread  for  each  adult  and  eight  oiincee  /or  each  child.  At  work- 
houses, in  cases  whore  the  wayfarer's  account  of  himself  and  his 
conduct  was  sarisfiictory,  and  his  ticket  was  in  order,  he  was 
ditichnTged  as  soon  as  he  had  performed  a  ta^k  of  work  not 
exceeding  in  value  the  cost  of  his  maintenance.  In  all  other 
caws  full  odvaninge  wns  taken  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
Caitual  Poor  Act  of  1882,  nndcr  which  vagrantis  may  be  detained 
two  or  four  duys.  The  police  apprelieudod  all  }>ersoDa  found 
begging  or  otherwise  infringing  the  Vugruut  Act.  Not  leiui  tbun 
tvD  days'  hard  labour  vm  the  recognised  punishment  for  offence* 
Bguinst  the  Vagrant  Act,  except  tu  the  case  of  threats  baviuR 
been  used,  when  the  offender  wan  sent  for  trial  under  U4  and  '■io 
TicU,  c.  B6,  a.  45.  Union  officers  guve  all  poesible  information 
fts  to  where  employment  could  be  obtained,  and  employers  of 
labour  were  invited  to  coinmuuicute  their  wunta  to  them.  The 
following  is  the  reported  number  of  vugrants  relieved  under  this 
KVStem : — 


Couutf. 

1 863. 

lSfl4. 

DecreoM. 

Carnarvon 
Deabigh 
Flint     . 

Hehonelh 

.110 
-1428 
4,710 
4/i21 

3.m 

236 
3,:Mi7 

3,;  ID 

3,823 

74 
061 

1,377 
»I2 
400 

17,091 

13,477 

3,614 

la  the  first  eix  months  of  IBSd  tbe  numbers  of  vagrants  relieved 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1884  showed  ua 
.increase  of  721,  viz.  9,040  in  ]!^'>  as  compared  with  8,<U9  iu 
1884,  and  a  further  increa)«e  n'as  euWequcntly  uoticeablo.  The 
plan  was  abandoned  at  Lady  Day,  Ib8tj,  owing  to  want  of  funds 
to  pay  for  the  bread  ntlious,  and  to  the  want  of  combined  acticm 
and  active  interest  on  the  part  of  boards  of  guardians. 

Tlie  following  other  aysiemH  have  also  been  adopted  at  different 
times  with  a  view  to  repreifs  mendicity. 


AND  BE0OAR3  AXD  BEOOIXG. 
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Thf.Cumbkhu\n»  AM)  Wi>TMOHKrANi)  svsTRM,  estublisbed  3867, 
consists  in  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Vagrant  Act,  with  ae«i8t- 
ance  und  protection  to  poor  people  travelling  in  seartb  of  work. 
Tbo  police  act  ok  assistant  relieving  otBcers,  and  whoaovor  poraons 
of  the  latter  deocriptioa  apply  for  relief,  the  police  supply  an 
order  vbich  secures  relief  at  the  workhouse,  if  it  is  bituutod  Kufh- 
clently  near  to  be  available ;  but  if  not,  the  nocessarj  relief  is 
supplied  by  the  police,  and  the  expenses  incurred  in  this  way  are 
paid  by  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  district.  The  Chiof  Cou- 
stable  remarks  that  "the  class  of  people  who  make  begging  a  trade 
are  not  the  honest  workpeople  who  travel  from  county  to  couiily 
in  search  of  work.  They  are  people  who  will  not  work  when  work 
is  offered  to  them,  they  travel  through  the  country,  thoy  make 
^^^f^^  A  tmde,  and  whenever  an  opportuutty  ocourB  they  steal 
whatever  they  con  lay  their  hands  upon." 

TiiR  OLoticB^TBB.  sTSTRM,  established  in  August,  1866,  consisted 
at  first  of  the  way-tickot  system,  cnmbined  in  June,  I86H,  withun 
enforcement  of  the  Vagrant  Act,  every  vagrant  found  begging 
being  sent  to  gtiel  for  ten  days. 

The  Berkshire  system  was  introduced  in  July,  18S3. 

The  following  table«,  compiled  from  inftjrmatlon  furnished  by 

Admiral  Christian,  the  chief  coostable,  show  the  effects  of  this 

system  under  bis  effective  management. 

NruHBR  or  Pkrhona  wkh  hlcit  I3I  Casual  Wardh  asd  Common  LoDGtna 
Uqukkh  in  Uloccbstcbbhibr  on  mm  Pikst  Tuksdat  im  Anui.  w 

KACH    VeAO. 


1st  Tuesdsv  in  April,  1 878     13» 

„  „  1*79     137 

1880 
IH81 

im 

1883 

1W*4 

18S* 


NnmW  «Ik>  alrpl  ia  Outul  Wuda. 


totbelmUi 

oftbrtr 
•talmMiU. 


r 
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VAGEANTS  AND  VAQEANCY. 


lat  Tuesday  in  April,  1878 
1879 
1880 

1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1686 


Total 
No. 


598 
551 
605 
593 
553 
463 
561 
570 
597 


yanbd  ytha  alept  In.  LodKJiiB  Hoosm. 


Kcmnrlei  hi 
to  t3io  truth 

■talrmcnta.1 


■ 

a 

1 

S  J 

UnlM. 

c 

q^    £ 

426 

172 

76 

582 

•iii3 

108 

74 

477 

377 

128 

46 

4iJil 

m 

169 

96 

4M7 

:hii 

162 

75 

478 

;j;i2 

131 

53 

410 

131)9 

162 

62     499 

4(10 

170 

83      487 

4iai 

iTe 

91 

60Q 

417  138 
279  IM 
397 


424 

34B 
164 '469 
4<I9   161  l&(V4 
444    153  484 


is 


12S 
115 
93 

m 

113 


Akaltsis  of  Trades  of  the  FERSo^a  who  slept  is  Casual  Wards. 


Trades.* 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

Brickl  avers 

1 

1 

I 

Cnrpenlera 

— 

— 

2 

Oliarwomen 

5 

2 

4 

4 

(.'liildreu     . 

;      p 

M 
1 

10 

20 

Field  hands  (ft-males) 

1      ^ 

1 

— 

— 

Fitters 

'    — 

— 

2 

— 

Laboimra   . 

44 

36 

39 

56 

Laundrt'ssea 

5 

1 

4 

4 

Married  women 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Masons 

1 

1 

•> 

— 

PaiTitera 

1 

— 

4 

2 

Plasterers   . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

I'rinttrs 

1 

— 

■2 

— 

Seamen 

6 

o 

1 

1 

Tailors 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Tailoresaes . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Trajups  (avowed) 

1 

Q 

3 

1 

•  The  other  callinRS  represented  dnrinfi  this  periivl  werv  : — 
fhif  menihfT  on« — Blacksmith,  boatman,  Init  ton  maker,  cabinet  maker,  cane 
chair  soiiter,  can'er,  chandler,  coachmaker.  etn\ch  trimmer,  collar  maker,  dresa- 
maktT,  tircman,  flax  dresser,  hatter,  hawker,  laceniaker,  nee<ile woman,  piano- 
maker,  printer,  rag  sorter,  rivetter,  ropemaker,  se.inian,  sen-ant,  shoemaker, 
shoe  tini:*lier,  stoker,  stone  sawyer,  striker,  tinntan,  nphnlstresA,  wire  drawer. 
Uw  nttmh^r  twice — Brickmaker,  clerk,  currier,  gardener,  groom,  moulder. 


^^^^^^^^^AN^EOOAHS  AND  BEGGING.    ^^^^^M^^^^B 

^M       AxJttTSlS  OF  TUK  TIUDE8  or   PKIUiONM   WHO  «LXPT   I»   COMXOH   LODQIVO                   ^^| 

■ 

HousKa. 

^1 

Trades.* 

1882. 

1883. 

imi,      1865, 

1886. 

1 

BUu-kamillu         .... 

10 

3 

3 

1 

6 

liritklnycrs 

— 

1 

1 

6 

i 

^^1 

f  «ltiti<-l  Miiki-n   . 

4 

1              1     1 

a 

e 

^^H 

C'4in>entvrd   .... 

3 

5 

1 

0 

3 

^^H 

Clii  tln-n       .... 

64 

46 

£3 

S6 

80 

^^H 

China  inenilen) 

I 

4 

a 

3 

— 

^^H 

ChArwoiLK'n 

10 

10 

11 

lA 

9 

^^H 

CoUier*       .... 

3 

— 

3 

1 

4 

^^H 

I>roTCTa        .... 

12 

a 

9 

11 

11 

^^H 

Fifid  hands  (femalu) , 

2 

— 

S 

3 

4 

^^1 

Kitt«tB        ,        .        •        1 

1 

I 

4 

6 

6 

^^H 

Uardcnen    . 

6 

A 

7 

3 

7 

^^H 

Gmonu 

2 

4 

3 

I 

3 

^^1 

I^bonreta    . 

141 

14fl 

tfiS 

159 

1.V» 

^^H 

Laundreaea 

7 

3 

— 

-     3 

& 

^^H 

L^ 

Marrwd  woman  . 

61 

3H 

46 

53 

40 

^^H 

■ 

Uauns       .        «       ■       1 

— 

— 

3 

i 

S 

^^1 

■ 

Muaiciiuu   .        .        . 

14 

13 

28 

37 

17 

^^H 

Kail  milk  t-rt 

7 

1 

3 

4 

3 

^^H 

N«v<ll(?«rorkeES 

1 

13 

10 

2 

3 

^^H 

Puintf-ra 

6 

6 

A 

15 

& 

^^1 

Pcdluv  uad  Uawkrn  . 

74 

78 

86 

&4 

97 

^^1 

Pcnuionent  . 

1 

4 

2 

— 

1 

^^H 

Plastervia    . 

I 

— 

3 

1 

I 

^^1 

Plumber* 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

^^H 

Rac  and  bone  gatherers 

3 

1 

0 

1 

7 

1 

H 

Savrjen 

1 

3 

a 

— 

2 

^^1 

Bboemakeri 

8 

6 

0 

7 

9 

^^H 

Strict  eiiig«n 

— 

4 

4 

I 

14 

^^1 

Seuuen 

A 

2 

4 

— 

— 

^^H 

Tailora 

8 

4 

u 

3 

6 

^^H 

Tailor«we«  . 

I 

— 

— 

3 

2 

^^H 

Tinkur* 

— 

I 

_ 

5 

1 

^^H 

Tinmen  and  Tinworken 

3 

S 

1 

3 

S 

^^H 

Trftinpa  (ftvoved) 

ti 

5 

4 

— 

2 

^^1 

Unbrelb  m«nden 

— ■ 

4 

4 

1 

4 

^^H 

Wifeworken 

3 

— 

— 

2 

6 

■ 

•"The  other  nallinss  represented  dnrinc  thin  period  were  : — ■ 

H 

^M           OiumenJiervnet — Actor,  artist,  bnki^r,  WlUninKer,  Ixiotclotier,  bool-lac«  cutter,           ^^H 

^M      briekniAker,cuievorkeT,carriAae  tnninK-r,rArvi'.r,rhiii)n^yswtt[>,  ilu^cr.foaoh          ^^| 
^H      wheeler.confevtionor,  cook,  cork  irutter,  ittrfllur,  deiComtor.itye'UaAb  maker,  dyer,          ^^H 

^1       cD|nn« flrivvr,  i-nti^vi^Ti  <.Tniii'l  Ihi),  firrii-r.  rt-ni  iimkpr. pitrunipit, plover,  liarnena           ^^H 
^M       tnuer,  ))oo|i  rriller,  bardie  iiuiki^r.  inm  turner,  jewelltir,  UttlirL-ndcr,  1n(!]cKniitIi,           ^^M 

^^       nwcbuiic,  niill-tttotw  dneswr,  navvir,  niitv«',  mil  former,  jiackiiian,  M|K>r  inak«r,           ^^H 
^M      puUh  rrtitf,  y<ntl«m  iTiftk<<r,  nholo-^mjilicr,  iK>it(-r,  mi  maker,  amu>;htcrman,          ^^| 
^H       tanner,  n{ihnij>tr^M>,  wHUjon  RnildT,  wcirehmiseinsii,  wat«nuau,  well  siiilLer,           ^^H 

^B      whip  maker,  wood  gatherer,  vood  turner.                                                                    ^^| 

■                                                                                                                                           ^1 

"sw  Yxtmrerm  and  vagrancy  . 

Bktvrss  or  PB8S0NS  4itBB8TED  roE  Bbgoisc. 


I8S1 
1882 

1H84 


341 

303 
20.1 
276 


W     &4S 

ssn 

id3 
78    aw 

102     100 


ofinOMT 


Bcturfei. 


IffM.  1  Id-  ma  ftmndan  one  Wffor.  vhidi  woaia  iwn 
«  taiBBS  httd  ftMlD  their  pmmmob  vbok aiMatcd. 


IBSl.    1688. 

I  Rat 

tR84. 

\86&. 

TmiupB  comnitttod  fur  olTeiic«a  otbor 
thui  Ik^q^tik        .... 

Avera^  amount  of  money  found  on 
them  ....'.. 

£4H 

844 

6id. 

940 

10^ 

ElTBCm  OF  TltK  AlJOITIO!!  OP  THE  BkresHIRX  SysTBU. 


NqibIhiit  of  Vit^Tnitita  rotlnvnl 

br  Ui6  polira  befoie  Ifao  Beifc* 

ajtt/ua  oDiiiiiiiinc«d. 

Yon. 

NWnbRr  cif  Vafimab  raltorad 

br  ibB  [«U(«  ftlTar  tbt  Sarin 

Kjictacn  CDintDeitced- 

Tnn. 

Pm>wMoB  ptr  wot  ■  who 
bKn«M  «»rU<kru  with 
tbeu  in  lb*  Bnt  ipiBttar 

isra 

iinv 

1800 

tESI 

!»■  1    MM 

u« 

I8M 

un 

IM 

M 

.» 

SKBIS     4U6f 

4S.TTS 

Moa   miot 

ta.n7 

■a,uo 

n 

« 

M 

One  n)mi6«r  dmv— Suk«lTnak«r,  hram  iiniiber,  bntB}inifik«r,  boelintn,  clock 
cleaner,  coAchmaker,  herbalist,  ironworker,  living  on  mcan^,  maltaler,  mtllrr, 
III i tier,  prinlt-r,  hvciler,  striki^r. 

One  mtmher  IJtra:  tinu* — HiHiebliick,  tbatclier. 

C/m  memfter/ottr  lima — Engiiifrr. 

Otu  vicmlrr  oner  itiut  ttrv  membtn  onet^BoxmaktT*,  dreMmakfn,  Itatt«n, 
inaehinista,  |tt|>eiiiakbr)<,  porUsn,  quack  dootora,  strrants,  vheelvrighto. 

Otu  iMigiW  onet  mut  («n>  mentiWnt  itj<tu.— t'oo|ient. 

OiM  member  onta  and  lliret  iMia&vi  imcii — OlerkB,  Edclory  hands,  unulicrwomeo, 

WCJIVOf*. 

One  number  twiM  and  (loo  munbtn  oncw — BiUpastors  boiicrmaken,  com- 
IKAttons  kiiittuTK.  9kimi«i«,  Mablemeii. 

f/nn  mfiiif-ir  Ivu-r  nuit  Ihr/e  nembtn  «iu» — Pivdillera. 

One  mernhfT  thrte  Uwa  and  lira  mttnhtrt  onee — French  polUbem,  glazivn^  Baw 
shnqwi)  <-!-«. 

7'rTO  vitmh/Tt  oBW^ArmlialR,  arlr('.«fr'.n,  lintchtTP.  iron-linl<lcr  nuikere,  luce 
niUiTx,  iiTimlitiil"-*,  M^  HMinn,  liavtlleni  willi  a  ]>erfoniiiiin  Ijear. 

T'nti  wi-nih^n  hri.v     Smitlix.  Mnkf^n,  wnt-'hin.ikeTH. 

Thrrt  Mi«-ro/>CT»n,i.>  —  C'hi»iilin|tonifT»,  cutlers,  nowileniakerSiWalcnaTsaBellerB. 

Font  Jnoi.A*/-/  "lif  -Co*t«inonRcrfi,  flowcnuakers,  grinder*. 


AND  BEGGARS  AND  BEGQINO. 


32J 


NCMBER  or  VaORaSTS  SUFPt-rKD   WITH   BrKaH     at   the    DllfPEBKST  POUCE 
SXATlOSa   IN   THE  C'OUSTY. 


Vnrca<Iin){3lsL  March, 
ISM. 

Year  undinj;  3l8t  Murcb, 

l»S5. 

Veer  en[]i'<t;31at^(iircb, 

ISKB. 

NnmbM-  sup- 
plied vriih  fareoil. 

CwL 

N  limber  iiip- 
pUedwithbrMid, 

Codt 

Number  sap- 
pticdwitbbrcnd. 

CmL 

10,438 

£     B.  6. 

&4  IS  S 

12,664 

74  16  2 

13,782 

^    n.ct. 
7»    0  5 

Au  aniilyeis  of  i\w  cnlliugs  of  thoi>e  who  slept  hi  Camial  Wardti, 
gives  the  following  proportionate  coriBtilueiit  elements: — 

Labourere.OOper cent.; children, lU;  charwomen, 4J;  Irtundresues, 
3^ ;  aeamen,  2^  ;  painters,  2 ;  married  women,*  tailors,  and  avowed 
tramps  together,  0  ;  masons  and  plot^terers  together,  2  ;  making  a 
toral  of  S2i  per  cent.  The  next  7J  per  cent,  is  made  up  of 
II  callings,  and  the  remaining  LO  per  cent,  of  32  callings. 

A  siroilur  analysis  of  those  who  slept  in  Lodgiug  J/oums  yields 
the  following  results  : — 

Labouren,  37^  per  oent. ;  pedlars  and  bawkera,  lo^  ;  ohildrea, 
lOi  ;  married  women,  9  ;*  musicians,  yj  ;  charwomen,  2  ;  drovers, 
2 ;  shoemakers,  painters,  rag  and  bone  gatherers,  and  tailors 
together,  6 ;  gardeners  and  ueedleworkers  togelber,  2 ;  blauk- 
sniiths  and  street  singers  together,  Ij  ;  carpenters,  fitters,  laun- 
dre».ses,  and  nailmakers  together,  2j  ;  cabinet  makers  and  avowed 
tramps  together,  1  per  cent. ;  making  a  total  of  82  per  cent.  The 
next  ;ij  per  cent,  ie  made  up  of  1'6  callings,  the  next  2^  of  16  oall- 
iiigs,  and  the  last  12  per  cent,  of  about  100  callings.  The  ratio 
per  cent,  of  the  sexes  was,  in  Canual  Wards :  male  79,  female  21  ; 
in  Lodffitty  Houses,  male  71,  foraulc  29 ;  the  aggregate  ratio  being 
male  72  and  female  2'8  per  cent.  It  is  curious  to  uote,  aa  the 
issae  of  an  investigation,  in  the  year  1867,  into  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  the  aexw  then  attending  a  notorious  metropolitan  phice 
uf  entcrtainiiiont,  which  was  sujiiKJSod  to  bo  a  plucc  of  OKsignution 
for  men  of  the  middle  cIosb^  that  the  result  obtained  was  very 
aimilur:  2-t  per  cent,  of  women  to  76  per  cent,  of  men — the 
women  being  all  of  the  prostitute  class. 

That  the   personal   dcscriptionft   given   above    are   often   the 

•  In  th«  niKinrily  of  tiuUni^oa,  it  nwil  liiinlly  lie  «»iii  thai  th«  record*  of 
ihisr  tiiiirriit);(;o  *n  not  \o  Iw  foiitnl  in  ihc  fuvhive»  ol'  tlic  Rcpntmr G«i)cnil. 


SM 


VA0EANT9  AND  VAOEANCY. 


offupriop  of  ihe  exiil>eTant  inveniiTe  powprn  nf  the  tramp  is 
nbuudaiitly  clear,  m  in  cpite  of  the  fact  that  numbers  of  din* 
chMTfi^cd  soldiers  BK  known  to  be  amongAt  them,  not  one,  it  will 
be  observed,  annouacos  himself  as  such.  NeverthoIeRS,  accepting 
these  deKcriptione  us  accurate,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  the  vaj^rant  class  consist,  ncconiing  to  their  own  «Ao*r»»j, 
of  those  employed  in  the  lownet  or  least  ekillod  ranks  of  labour, 
and  wlio,  if  bound  to  labour  eompulAorilr.  could  as  a  consequence 
be  easily  provided  icith  suitable  employment.  It  will  also  be 
noticed  fri>m  the  averajrc  rctunis  of  money  and  food  found  on 
country  trarapB  arrested,  thai,  apart  /ivm  t/ie  provision  made  /or 
them  til/  thf  locnl  Poor  Law  ami  Palitx  Authoritua,  they  had  not 
even  the  excuse  of  immediate  and  temporary  want  for  begging- 
Ab  to  the  sums  of  money  discovered,  it  should  b«  oliservcd  that 
the  begging-  gains  of  a  tnimp  are  as  a  rule  smaller  in  open  country 
districts  than  they  are  in  towns;  moreover,  the  first  idea  of  u 
tramp  directly  be  gets  money,  ia  to  spend  it  in  sensual  enjoyment 
by  indulging  in  a  drink,  or  ercn  in  a  feast,  for  as  a  rule  he  dc«pises 
the  food  he  collects,  and  will  only  cat  what  he  most  relishea 
cooked  in  the  way  he  Ukos  best. 

The  Hant«  sv^em,  established  October,  1870,  consisted  in  an 
agreement  between  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  of  boards  of 
guardians  and  a  ccmmitlee  of  magistnttes  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Qu»rter  Seiwions.  Every  vagrant  was  received,  lodged,  and 
fed  in  the  casual  wards  of  each  union,  and  on  stating  that  be  was 
joumejring  in  search  of  work,  was  provided  with  a  way-ticket  in- 
dicating his  route  to  the  next  workhouse,  and  with  a  sufiicient 
lunch  for  his  support  during  the  day.  The  task  of  work  in  the 
workhouse  was  remitted  in  hia  cose,  but  enforced  in  all  other 
cast-a.  Acts  of  vagrancy  were  punished  by  fourteen  days'  imprison- 
ment. This  system  was  given  up  after  a  short  trial  in  eonsoquenoe 
of  objections  raised  hy  the  then  Poor  Law  Roan]. 

Thv.  Kent  system,  established  ^furch,  1871 ,  is  the  same  as  the 
Dorset  system.  It  is  thus  reported  on  by  the  Staudaift  in  February^ 
188K. 

"Strcamfl  of  vagrantn  are  pasning  daily  from  town  to  town  tn 
Kent,  having,  it  is  stated,  come  from  London.  They  are  appa- 
renlly  in  search  of  work,  but  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  un- 
doubtedly tramps.  Atnny  of  the  men  are  discharged  soldiers. 
Those  who  apply  for  work  cannot  obtain  any,  as  theru  is  not  eufli- 
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eicnt  employment  either  in  town  or  country  for  the  reaideot 
labouring  classes.  The  vagrants  find  eheltLT  ut  night  in  the 
casual  warda  of  the  irorkhouses,  and  on  their  discharge  thar  move 
on  to  another  town,  obtuiuing  aitsistanco  on  tKeir  way  either 
throu^Ii  bugging  or  by  meuus  of  tickets  i^^ued  by  subscribers  to 
the  Mendicity  Society. 

TiiK  Wilts  8Ys-fr,M,  established  in  1881,  is  the  same  as  the  Berks 
system. 

Thb  Malvern  system,  established  1B62     The  head  officers  of 

police  appoint  au  auiMaut  relieriug  officer.     The  publlo  aesunio 

that  the  really  necensLtous  will  be  supplied  with  food  and  Bbclter. 

The  funds  are  raised  by  publio  gubscriptiou,  and  the  Vagrancy 

I  Act  ie  strictly  eoforoed. 

In  towns  various  methods  of  repression  have  from  time  to  time 
been  tried,  the  bc!<t  known  of  them  in  the  present  day  are  thoee 
of  the  Mendicity  Society  and  the  Charity  Organisation  Society.  The 
I*(indon  Mendicity  Society,  cetubliBhod  in  1818,  issues  tickets  to 
tubscribors  to  be  gi  ven  to  street  beggars  instead  of  money,  and  refer- 
ring them  to  the  Society's  office,  whore  tbeir  caBosarc  investigated 
and  dinpowd  of.  The  Charity  Organisation  Kociety,  eitablished 
in  1809,  adopts  the  same  method  in  principle  except  that  it  does 
1  not  limit  its  operations  to  subscribers,  and  the  scope  of  its  work  ia 
dealing  with  the  poor  generally  is  of  the  widest  extent.  About  GO 
other  societies,  founded  more  or  Icjis  on  the  model  of  this  latter 
society,  are  scattered  through  the  principal  towns  in  the  provinces. 

None  of  the  uicthoils  hitherto  adopted  hove,  however,  had  any 
permanent  effect  in  reducing  vagrancy. 

The  Whitechapel  Guardians  appeHr  to  have  arrived  at  the  pitK 
of  the  cause  of  failure  lu  a  report  made  by  a  Committee  specially 
appointed  U}  consider  the  mattvr  In  iHtio.  They  expressed  un 
opinion  — 

I  "  That  the  discipline  and  arruugemenis  of  existing  casutd  wards 
are  unasMiciated  with  any  induijuce  calculated  to  improve  the 
habits  of  the  vagrunt  poor  ;  that  they  are  not  sufficiently  elastic 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  exceptioual  cuws  of  distress ;  and  that 
the  labour  test  imposed  upon  vagrant  puu]>ers  is  not  c^ilculated  to 
indnoe  a  spirit  of  independence,  a  habit  of  work,  nor  to  impart 
physical  power  to  enter  upon  industrial  employment. 

"  That  habitual  vagrancy  cannot  be  repressed  by  severe  disci- 
pline and  trcalmcut,unaas(H:iated  with  means  for  dispaupcrisation." 


VAORAN 

Mr,  "W".  C:  Glen,  the  wcU-known  writer  on  the  Poor  Lavrs. 
muk<>8  the  roUoving  ob^crrationB  in  the  preface  to  hia  treatise  on 
the  Casual  Poor  Act,  188d. 

"In  forms'  times  the  sturdy  vagrant  was  dealt  with  by  the 
parish  constable  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  ander  the  provisioos 
of  the  criminal  law ;  but  now  Tugnuicy  has  become  an  institution 
and  part  of  the  poor  law  »jBtem,  which  the  poor  law  authorities 
have  hitherto  failed  to  grapple  with,  at  any  rate  to  grapple  with 
successfully.  Kvery  applicant  profeesiag  to  be  destitute  and  to 
have  no  home,  is  at  once  and  without  undergoing  any  OEdeal 
other  than  being  searched  for  money  or  Taluables,  admitted  into 
Ibe  casual  ward,  placed  in  a  bath,  housed  for  the  night,  fed,  and 

lev  performing  a  prescribed  task  of  work  discharged,  as  destitute 
"and  forlorn  as  when  admitted,  without  a  charaeler  and  without  a 
word  of  kindness  to  cheer  him  on  his  way.  If  when  ho  was  in  the 
casual  ward  ho  became  sirk  the  doctor  prescribed  for  him,  and  if 
necessary  ho  was  (ukun  iuto  the  body  of  the  workhouse  and  treated 
us  un  ordinary  sick  pauper  ;  but,  failing  to  ho  on  the  doctor's  list, 
ihore  was  m>  visitor  to  his  dreary  coll  (miscalled  ward)  to  offer 
counaol  or  advice,  for  the  Workhouse  Chaplain's  footiitep  is  never 
heard  crossing  its  threshold  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  duties. 
No  wonder  that  under  such  a  system  vagrancy  increases,  or,  if  it 
does  not  incrcaise,  that  it  is  driven  into  active  crime,  for  however 
dt-sirous  the  'professional  vagrant*  may  be  to  change  bis  course 
of  life,  he  cannot  do  so  any  more  than  the  leopard  can  change  bin 
spots.  Compulsory  detention  is  no  doubt  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  ;  but  the  distinction  between  *  casual  poor '  and  ordinary 
pauperism  should  be  aboK«hcd,  und  all  should  be  treated  alike  in 
the  Workhouso— all  being  there  by  one  common  right — the  right 
of  destitution  ;  and  if  destitution  doos  not  exist,  neither  wanderer 
nor  inhubituut  should  be  ruceived  into  the  workhouse  as  an  in- 
mate " 

One  curiouM  result  of  the  present  system  appeant  to  bu  that  tho 
vagrant  lookK  upon  the  inmate  of  the  workhouse  as  something 
beneath  him  in  the  social  scale.  Mrs.  Douglas,  the  mistress  of 
the  Maryleboiie  Workhouse,  on  visiting  the  Ilouselces  Poor 
Wards  on  one  occusiou.  expressed  to  an  old  womau  whom  she 
saw  there,  an  opinion  that  nhe  would  be  much  better  off  in  the 
workhotiFe,  to  whii-h  the  old  lady  replied  that  "thauk  Ciod  she 
hadn't  come  down  to  i/int  yet." 
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At  present  the  danger  of  »  furtlier  accretion  to  the  ranks  of 
VBgrmjcy  seems  to  come  from  the  agricultural  districts.  JUr. 
Thoma$  Hanltj,  writing  on  the  Dorsetshire  labourer,  »^y»— 

"  Ton  or  a  dozen  familios,  with  their  goods,  may  be  seen  halt- 
ing simullanooiuly  at  an  out'of>the-way  inn,  and  it  is  not  possiblo 
to  walk  u  milt)  ou  any  of  the  high-roads  on  Lady  Day  without  meet* 
ing  several.  This  annual  migration  from  furni  to  farm  is  much  in 
pxueea  of  what  it  wuk  formerly.  For  example,  on  a  particular 
farm  where,  a  gt^nerution  agt),  not  more  than  una  cottage  on  an 
average  changed  occupants  yearly,  and  where  the  majority  re- 
mained all  their  lifetime,  the  whole  number  of  tenants  were 
changed  at  Lady  Day  just  punt,  and  this  though  nearly  all  of 
them  had  been  new  arrivals  on  the  previous  Lady  Diiy.  Dorset 
lalxnirerA  now  look  upon  an  annual  removal  as  the  mont  natural 
thing  in  the  world,  and  it  becomes  with  the  younger  families  a 
]>le»sant  excitement 

"  They  como  imd  go  yearly,  like  birds  of  passage,  nobody  thinks 
whence  or  whither.  This  dissociation  is  favoured  by  the  custom- 
ary system  of  letting  the  cottages  with  the  land,  so  that,  far  from 
having  a  guarantee  of  a  holding  to  keep  hira  fixed,  the  labourer 
has  not  even  the  »tability  of  a  landlord'!)  tenant ;  he  is  only  a 
tennnt  of  a  tenant,  the  latter  possibly  a  new  comer,  who  takes 
strictly  commercial  views  of  his  muu  and  cannot  afford  to  waste  a 
penny  on  stnfimentul  considerations. 

"  The  changes  which  are  so  increasingly  discernible  in  village 
life  by  no  meiins  originate  entirely  with  the  agricultural  unrest. 
A  depopuliitiou  is  going  on  which  in  some  quarters  is  truly  ulunu- 
ing.  ViUoges  used  to  contain,  in  addition  to  tho  agricultural 
inhabitants,  an  interesting  and  better- informed  clu^.s,  ranking 
di.slinctly  above  those — the  blackFmith,  the  carptmler,  the  shoc- 
raaker,  the  small  higgler,  the  shopkeeper  (whose  stock -in -trade 
I  consisted  of  a  couple  of  loaves,  a  pound  of  candlen,  a  bottle  of 
lirandy-ballsand  lumps  of  delight,  thi-ce  orfourscrul^bing-bnishcs, 
and  a  frying-pan),  together  with  nondcHuript  workers  other  than 
farm-labuurora,  who  had  rcraaini-d  in  the  houses  where  they  were 
bom  for  no  especial  reason  beyond  un  iiiKtiuet  of  association  with 
the  spot.  Many  of  theao  families  had  been  life-holders,  who  built 
at  their  own  expense  the  (*oltagrfl  they  ocrupied,  and  us  the  lives 
drftppcd,  and  the  property  fell  in,  they  would  have  bevu  glad  to 
remain  as  weekly  or  monthly  tennnts  of  tho  owner.     But  the 
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jHtliisy  of  all  but  some  few  philanthropic  lundownors  is  to  disup- 
pruve  of  these  petty  icnanU  who  arc  not  in  the  putute's  employ^ 
anct  to  pull  down  each  outlAgo  a&  it  falls  in,  leaving  standing  ii 
Mifficient  number  for  the  use  of  the  farmer's  men  and  no  more. 
The  occupants  who  formed  the  back-hone  of  the  Tillage  life  have 
to  seek  refuge  in  the  boroughs.  This  process,  which  is  designated 
bv  statisticians  as  *  the  tendencv  of  the  rural  population  towards 
the  large  towns,'  is  reaUy  the  tendency  of  wuc«r  to  flow  uphiU 
when  forced.  .... 

"  The  system  is  much  to  be  deplored,  for  ercry  one  of  these 
hauishfd  people  imbibes  a  sworn  enmity  to  the  existing  order  of 
iLingt,  and  not  a  few  of  tbem,  far  from  becoming  merely  hone«t 
Badicals,  degfuerutc  into  Anarchist^^  waiters  on  chance,  to  whom 
danger  to  the  Slate,  the  town — nay,  the  street  they  live  in,  is  a 
w«lcomed  opportunity." 

Mr.  Richa}-d  Jtjfrrifs,  writing  on  the  subject  of  the  WUlshire 
labourer,  expresiies  himself  in  very  similar  terms. 

"  Ceasoleas  effort  to  obtuin  wages  causes  a  drifting  about  of  the 
agricultural  population.  The  buu:let«  and  villages,  though  they 
seem  so  thinly  inhabited,  are  really  full,  and  erery  extra  man  and 
youth,  6udiug  tbemselvea  unable  to  gi-t  the  weekly  stipend  at 
home,  travel  away.  Some  go  but  a  little  dintunce,  some  ocross  the 
width  of  the  country,  a  few  emigraio,  ihougli  not  so  many  as  would 
be  espected.  Some  float  up  and  down  continually,  ooming  homo 
to  their  native  parish  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then  leaving  it  again. 
A  restlessness  permeates  the  rauke  ;  few  but  those  with  families 
will  hire  for  the  year.  They  would  ralher  do  anything  than  that. 
Fitmily  men  must  do  so  because  they  require  cottages^  and  four 
out  of  six  cottages  belong  to  the  landowners  and  are  part  and 
parcel  of  the  farms.  Farmers  are  more  given  to  changing  their 
men  than  wa^  once  the  case,  and  no  longer  retain  the  hereditary 
faces  about  thorn.  The  result  is  thai  the  Bxed  populution  may 
be  said  to  decline  every  year.  The  totul  population  is  proWbly 
the  same,  but  half  of  it  is  nomad.  It  is  nomad  for  two  reiiiu^nit 
— ^becauHC  it  has  no  home,  and  because  it  must  6nd  wages." 

If  we  look  buck  through  the  long  vUt&  of  legiHluticn  on  vag- 
rancy what  do  we  6iid  ?  The  vagrant  has  been  threatened  with 
ever)'  species  of  punishment  known  to  the  law,  and  he  has  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  stocked,  scourged,  branded,  imprisoned,  and 
hanged,  but  he  still  survives  with  his  old  tricks  as  morrUy  us  ever. 
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and  if  musio  really  Uiis  cburma  to  soothe  u  savage  breast,  tbe 
Jiotfue'n  Mtuxh,  which,  appwira  to  have  beeu  BpeciuUy  composed  to 
honour  his  progresses  through  the  land,  ought  to  have  tiiiued  hiia 
lou^  ago.  lie  was  in  the  Jirflt  instance  largely  the  offfprin^  of 
harsh  and  repressive  laws,  now  he  is  the  noxious  imrasiCe  fostered 
by  indiscriminuto  and  baneful  charity. 

AU  history  plainly  teaches  ilb  that  bo  long  as  the  vagrunt  is 
tolerated  and  acknowledged  bo  long  will  he  continue  to  flnunsh  in 
Bpito  of  any  temporary  chocks  he  niiiy  experience.  Thiit  fiimili- 
aritT  breeds  contempt  is  enpecial  ly  true  of  the  tramp,  for  no  sooner 
has  he  become  practically  acqnaiufed  with  any  new  law  or  rcgu- 
littion  intended  to  repress  him  thou  he  rises  superior  to  it,  he  in 
fact  resembles  a  ahying  horse  who,  directly  he  becomes  familiar- 
ised with  the  object  which  at  first  startled  him,  goes  on  without 
heeding  it  in  the  future.  The  Houseless  Poor  Act  of  1864,  the 
appointment  of  the  police  as  assistant  rdioring  officers,  tho  Pauper 
Inmalofl  Dijicharge  and  Regulation  Act  of  1871,  and  many  minor 
chwika  all  intended  to  curb  him,  had  only  a  temporary  effect,.and 
their  latest  jiucceuor,  the  Act  of  1882,  is  so  far  as  effect  is  con- 
cerned apporeDtly  fulIowiDg  in  the  track  of  all  ifs  predecessors,  as 
it  will  he  noticed  that  the  admisaioas  to  casual  words  ore  agaiu  I 
rapidly  on  the  increase.  ^ 

Vagrants  frequent  the  casual  wards  as  a  matter  of  eennouiy, 
when  they  arc  tlufih  of  funds  or  whcnover  they  wish  for  a  de- 
bauch with  their  paramours  thoy  frequent  the  lodging  house.  As 
the  vagmnta  therefore  oscillate  between  tho  trump  ward  and  tho 
tramps'  lodging  houses,  no  real  distinction  can  be  made  between 
the  occupants  of  either.  A  good  proportion,  too,  lAivolve  between. 
the  rusunl  ward  and  the  ganl. 

Under  our  Poor  I.aw  i*yHt*m  wo  still  recognise  tho  right  of  an 
imlimited  number  of  people  to  travel  over  tho  country  and  to 
rcocivo  lodging  and  supper  and  breakfast  at  the  public  expense.* 

"  Wliilt  lit  iJie  HowBe  of  tVrrectiim  at  Holm*toin,  in  Siiiotiv,  in  tlic  vejir 
11^75,  the  4Jijvi-riior  U>I>I  tbu  uulliur  tliiit  mii:  <jf  tliu  iniiiuivM  \iw\  \nUfr\iwi\  liitit 
lliaL  III-  ^r«Httv  ailniir«J  \.\\k  Kiicliftli  wotkhou^i**  Hyxtt^iii,  ami  thmig^tit  il  ivirtli/ 
i>f  iiuitjitioii  cl'rUwtKTt^  This  ntati.  iL  f)]<{i;^iinil,  had  Wtii  i nciiriMTiitvil  &t  Huhu- 
•tuiii,  hik)  urhcii  MeiUHHi  wiia,  a.-<  iHiinl,  ot>l<-r<il  tu  ri>|iiirt  liiiiixi'If  to  thn  )>  >Hi'n 
ill  the  ditrertiil  districtit  thrnti}>h  whirh  ho  hnd  to  pM«*.  Hl',  however,  toileil 
tu  nipurL  him?i-U  luid  vriu  ItMl  tv'hy  t>f  by  tliu  uulicc  fur  hoiiiu  tiuiv,  but  whs  at 
Jiwt  ^latii],  (T-mplureii  ami  liron^lit  hiuk  i»>  umierj^o  a  further  sunteue*.  "  Hut," 
said  the  tiuvcnior,  "how  do  j-m  know  aiij'iliiiitt  oi  ibo  Eiiuhth  wurkliouee 
xTatein  F"  itiid  hi!  r\-|)Iii-il  X\\n\  he  had  Xi-vn  In  Kn^lutid.  "  Hnw  did  you  );et 
tlivTc  I "  he  VfSLi  a.'ikcd,  aad  hu  aiiRwen^d  that  after  li>;>vitig  Hobiistciti  lio  weut 


VAORANTS  AN1>  VAOEANCY. 

Tho  idea  is  that  tlit^y  nre  in  "  searcb  o?  work,*'  but  no  sort  of 
TCritication  is  attempted  to  be  made  regarding  theix  Btatementfi. 

Our  TO^UtionB  with  regard  lo  vagr&nta  seem  to  be  Atuncd 
with  a  Bubliino  disregard  for  an  ago  of  cheap  aewspapcrs,  half- 
penny postage,  and  railways,  and  recognise  a  state  of  things  com- 
patiblo  only  with  the  condition  of  the  country  in  the  aevcnteenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries,  when  districts  were  isolated  from  one 
another,  and  when  our  high  roads  wore  our  only  means  of  inter- 
communication. 

No  one  ought  to  have  a  right  to  travel  through  the  country  at 
the  public  expenso  ;  but  if  a  man  is  dcfltituto  and  can  get  work  in 
another  locality  it  is  obTiouidy  to  the  public  interest  that  he  should 
be  helped  to  his  doattnation  and  thus  be  made  a  contributor  to 
taxation  ioateud  of  remainiag  a  drag  u]>on  the  public  purae. 

But  it  is  plain  that  this  system  will  be  groaaly  misused — as  it  is 
at  present — if  care  is  not  taken  to  uRcertain — 

Ist.  That  work  is  to  be  had  in  the  Locality  to  which  the  intend- 
ing ivayfarer  states  bis  wish  to  go. 

ynd.  That  the  intending  wayfarer  is  dentitnte,  and  ts  a  proper 
person  for  the  work  both  as  regards  character  and  cupacity. 

If  we  refuse  permission  to  travel  at  the  public  expense  to  all 
but  those  legitinmtoly  in  search  of  work,  it  is  evideut  that  a  tre- 
menduus  remduum  of  idle  vagabondism  and  crimitiality  will  be 
prevented  from  circulating,  and  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  some 
shape  or  form  ;  but  we  have  cstubliahed  industrial  ttchools  for 
vagabond  children — why  not,  thou,  houses  of  industrj"  for  vagu- 
bund  adults?  Compulsory  labour  ensured  for  Lengthened  periods 
without  any  other  wage  than  sutitenanco,  clothing,  and  lodging 
ought  to  be  remunerative  ;  if  it  ia  nut  it  reflects  discredit  on  the 
administration  which  fails  to  make  it  so.  Mere  punishment  has 
no  bcneficiid  effect  upon  the  vagrant,  while  the  cnet  of  it  is  a 
heavy  tax  upon  the  community,  but  a  thorough  industrial  train- 
ing, however  simpLo  in  kind,  would  ho  of  advantage  both  to  the 

Vi  llaniljur)!,  where  h«  mel  a  frivnt)  who  u»ke<l  htm  if  be  would  like  to  ga  to 
EDgUnd.  He  mii<1  he  lind  no  rrM^jinn  ol  paying  hia  pn-isnge.  •■  OIi."  n-jihcJ  hti 
fritiod,  '^  yoa  won't  wnoi  that  I  uiu  K'^niK  °^  Ixuml  a  Ktmnier  as  a  cattle  <1njver, 
imil  I  CUR  ^t  J'ou  a  ximilnr  \i\nit.  Iti  Eit^luid  you  will  not  hitve  to  pny  for 
youf  living  :  jim  will  liml  .'4i)li'n(li(l  public  li»dging  hon«e«  llitre  when;  they 
will  ^ave  jva  n  be<l  ami  lirpjtkfHMt  unil  nmko  iiti  cltiuve  at  all.  C'ooie  over  anil 
mjov  yursein  "  Actiiiy  on  ih^  mlvioc  nf  hisfrienii,  he  came  ovor.  He  msr 
Lomlun  oiwl  urmie  ot  the  t>rii)<-i|uil  nmntrv  Uiwnt,  .mil  Iheu,  haviutc  becomt 
t\stA  ol  his  trip,  be  wuit  duly  jMi-ihrd  hatk  by  the  conml  to  hi«  own  connlr;:. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

SCOTLAND. 

96?— 1885. 

Thi^  rnnililinnof  bondmen — V«(n«ncvitt  the  mignaof  DulTr,  K<>nnrth  TIT., and 
Dnviil  11. — 1<epaljiUun  under  fiolMrn  11.  a^iiitiEt  cstnninn  und  rr^^nt8 — 
IjtwTi  of  J«nir«  1.  n^iiiinl  wriiere  atkI  Ixfjtj^Tirn — Xmv*  tif  Janips  11.  a^in»t 
mAfUrriil  J>epinr9  wilh  h(tr»L«  and  hniimU  and  (eij^fd  foolfk^ViiriWr 
AcUuf  Ja.irii.-)'  III.,  IV.,aQd  V. — Ijiws  of  Jaitiv  VL — Th«  punishtnent  oi 
Vkf^bond^  iihi'iriting  nt.  ptme — [lecifllotion  fl^inst  rn^)MDdi«Tn  in  the 
Boi^n  and  UiKiilands — Further  kw-s  a^inft  Togabonds  and  bcRj^ars  and 
miMM— ^^tndenta  with  WMponii  to  Imve  tti«ni  contl:ti'iikM— Miii4«ts  of 
Conlheuulis  empowend  Ut  ap(n«bend  and  employ  vagabonds — Innkeepen 
not  to  rowivti  muUrltw  m-n,  i«V>eU  at  the  itom.  &c — Cliailc*  I. — Oom' 
plaints  of  the  non-eiifi>n:ement  of  the  Acts  afjaimt  beggars— Correction 
noiuca,  Ac,  to  be  entabliblii-i] — Enforcement  of  the  lava  nndcr  rhe  Com- 
tnonweolth— CItarlea  II. — t{«-c]iactnit'nt  of  jueanmtt  ii(^nNl  vKunUtndd — 
JnmcH  VH. — Magistmtefl  of  Ediiiburyh  to  piugc  the  ttreets  of  D^giiini — 
Willuun  ni. — Re-enactment  of  mrAsurcA  n^in&t  vognnto — Attempts  to 
R|^lat«  the  rate  of  wage* — L^i^latiuii  of  I84d,  1862,  and  1868 — Accouni 
of  Tagmncj  from  1815  to  I67S — Existing  condition  of  vagnnc;  in  18S6. 

I}f  order  to  understand  some  of  the  leodinf^  caasee  of  Tagrancj  in 
Bcotlttcd  in  ear]y  times  wc  must  Brst  take  a  view  of  the  condition 
ot  tho  lowest  orders  of  people,  and  of  the  rights  of  compulaory 
hospitality,  which  did  not  differ  very  materially  from  the  state  of 
things  iu  England  in  Anglo-Saxon  times. 

"  The  different  ranks  of  the  bondmen  or  unfree  class  have  been 
preser\'ed  in  the  code  of  laws  termed  '  quouiam  attachamenU.' 
They  aru  tbure  tvrmud  native  men  (Dativi},  and  we  nre  told  that 
there  am  aevurul  kinds  of  nativity  or  Bondage  (nutivttutls  sive 
boudagiij  ....  In  the  Ghartulary  of  Scone,  King  Williion  the 
Lion  grants  a  maudute  diret-tiug  thai  if  the  abbot  of  Scone  or  his 
eergands  shall  find  in  the  lunds  or  in  the  power  of  others  any  of 
the  Cumlawes  and  CumUL'rbcs  pertaining  to  his  lands,  he  may 
reclaim  tbero ;  and  in  the  Cliurtiilarynf  Dunfermline,  the  founda- 
tion charter  by  King  David  the  Firt^t  grants  that  hII  his  twrfs  and 
all  his  Cumerlnche  from  the  time  of  King  Edgar  «hitll  be  restored 
to  the  Church  wherever  they  may  be  founds  and  t)ie  scribe  inter- 


prets  the  word  Cumorlacho  liy  '  fugitivi '  on  the  marpn  ;  and  in  a 
man<late  by  tho  same  kmf^  to  the  aame  effect  the  title  is  '  of  tbo 
fu^tivi '  which  arc  called  Gumcrlache.  In  the  last  syllnl^Ie  of  the 
namo  *  Cumherbes '  or  '  Cumurherbe  *  we  can  recognise  the  Irii^h 
word  '  Orba  '  applied  to  that,  part  of  tho  tribe  territory  which  hai] 
become  the  private  property  of  the  chiefs ;  and  this  narao  was  no 
doubt  applied  to  thut  class  of  serfs  whose  boiidaj^o  was  dcrivcid 
from  their  possessing  Bervile  land.  They  wero  tho  'aacripti 
glebu! '  of  feudal  times.  The  term  '  Curalawe '  or  *  Cumiirkwc '  is 
simply  u  trunslation  of  the  Latin  term  '  maautcncucia,'  which  cha- 
racterised the  third  kind  of  boudago  above  described,  and  whose 
lie  to  their  master  being  a  personal  one,  led  to  their  frequently 
escaping  from  hard  usage  and  being  reclaimed  as  fugitives  Thus 
among  the  laws  of  King  Williiun  tho  Lion  wo  find  one  declaring 
that  anyone  who  detainn  a  nalivo  fugitive  man  (nativi  fhgitivi) 
after  he  has  been  demanded  by  bis  true  lord  or  his  bailie,  shall 
restore  the  said  native  man  with  all  his  chattels,  and  shall  render 
to  his  bird  the  double  of  tho  losn  he  has  eustoined." 

ConTeth  was  the  Irish  CoiiLmhedhu  or  Coigny, derived, according 
to  O'Donovon,  from  "  Coinmhe,"  wbich  eigiiiJies  feast  or  refection. 
Jt  was  the  "  Dovraeth  "  of  the  Welsh  laws,  and  was  founded  upon 
the  original  right  winch  the  leaders  in  the  tribe  had  to  bo  sup- 
ported by  their  followers.  It  came  to  signify  a  night's  meal  or 
refection  given  by  the  occupiers  of  the  land  to  their  superior  whon 
pessiog  through  bis  territory,  which  was  exigible  four  times  in 
the  year;  and  when  the  tribe  territory  came  to  be  recognised  as 
crown  land,  i I,  became  a  tixcd  food  conlributiou  charged  upon  each 
ploughgate  of  land.  Thus  in  the  charter  by  King  Malcolm  the 
Fourth,  confirming  the  luundution  of  the  abbey  of  Scone,  he  grants 
to  the  canons  from  each  ploughgate  of  the  whole  land  of  tho  cliurch 
of  Scone  in  each  year,  at  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  for  their  "Coneveth'* 
one  cow  and  two  pigs,  and  four  "  Camni "  of  meal,  and  ten  threavea 
of  oats,  and  ten  hens  and  two  hundred  eggs,  and  ten  bundles  of 
candles,  and  four  pounda  of  soap,  and  twenty  half  meales  of 
ehee«o. 

In  the  reign  of  Alexander  the  Third  this  word  scorns  to  have 
assumed  the  form  of  Wuytinga,  and  appears  in  tho  Chamberlain 
Bolls  of  his  reign  os  a  burden  upon  tho  Thanagos.  Thus  the 
Chamberlain  renders  an  account  of  the  Waytingu.i  of  Forfar  and 
Glommis,  of  the  Waytinga  of  one  night  of  Fett«rcaim,  of  ths 
Waytingas  of  four  nights  in  the  year  of  Kinross,  and  "  of  tho 
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rent  of  cows  of  two  years,"  that  is  to  aay  of  the  Waytinjras  of  two 
uight6  iu  the  year  of  Forfar,  forty-eight  cows,  und  of  the  Way- 
tingaof  (oati)uQclii  balfnightsof  the  Thaaageof  Olammis,  twontj- 
SL'ven  OOW8, 

Another  name  for  this  exaction  was  "  Cudoidbchc,"  or  a  night's 
portion,  corrupted  into  Cuddiche  or  Cuddioke.  It  appears  under 
this  DHmo  mainly  in  tlic  Highlands  and  Ishmda.  and  was  ooDttnoed 
OS  a  burden  on  the  lunds  to  a  Into  ptriod.* 

According  to  Harriaon's  version  of  Bocoe's  "  History  of  Scot- 
land," the  first  hiatorical  indications  rogording  vagrancy  are  to  be 
met  with  in  iho  reign  of  King  Duifc,  a.d.  908,  when  "  he  called 
the  Thonca  of  the  Talcs  afore  him  oommaunding  ntraytly  as  they 
would  avoydc  his  displeofiure  to  purge  theyr  ccuntreys  of  such 
tnale^ctours,  wherby  the  hufihandmen  and  other  commoos  might 
live  in  quiet  without  vexation  of  such  barrettourn  t  and  idle  persons 
as  sought  to  live  only  upon  other  men'fi  goodM.  The  Thanes  upon 
thm  charge  given  them  by  the  King  toolce  no  small  number  of  the 
offenders,  partely  by  publike  euthoritie.  and  partely  by  lying  ia 
awayte  for  them  where  they  supposed  theyr  haunt  was  to  resort, 
the  which  being  put  to  execution  according  to  that  they  had 
merited,  cautHsl  y"  residue  of  that  kind  of  people  eyther  to  got 
ihem  over  into  Ireland,  oylher  els  to  le&meaome  manuall  occupa- 
tion wherewitli  to  get  theyr  living,  yea  though  they  were  never 
60  great  gentlemen  borne." 

In  the  reign  of  King  Eauwth  III.  (a.d.  97C),  "If  any 
idle  person  were  espied  abroid  in  the  streetes,  slraighlwayes 
the  sergeantH  would  have  him  to  warde.  The  nobles  remayued 
in  tho  Kings  house  or  in  other  lodgings  to  them  asRigned,  pro- 
curing by  their  freendes  and  ministers  to  have  auche  oU'enders 
as  used  to  robbo  and  spoyle  the  husband  man,  apprehended  and 
brought  to  the  King  unto  Bertha,^  tbeyre  to  rceeyve  judgment 
and  ])unition  according  lo  theyr  demeritea :  for  so  they  percoyved 
they  must  ncedea  worke,  if  they  minded  the  safegard  of  their  own 
lives.  Hereof  it  followed  also,  that  within  short  space  there  were 
brought  unto  Bertha,  to  the  number  neare  hande  of  v-d-Ji  of  suchc 
idle  loyterers  as  used  to  live  by  spoylc  and  pillage,  many  of  them 
being  di*cendcd  of  famous  houses,  all  whichc  companio  being  con- 
demned for  theyr  ofienoea  to  die,  were  hanged  upuu  gybets  aboule 

'  Skene 

+  Oil]  Knncb  harmUur,  »  deceiver.    A  common  mover  of  sniu  and  <)uan«lB 
iu  tliFturbaii<.-e  uf  tlit  pence 
;  P«rtli.  (  BOO. 
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tbc  towne.  and  coramaimdcmcnt  gyven  hy  the  King-,  that  tbeyr 
bodice  sbouldc  not  bo  tukcn  downe,  hut  there  to  haiige  still,  to  gire 

I  ensample  to  other,  what  the  code  waa  of  all  AiicKe  as  by  wrongfull 
inennes  wught  to  live  idelly.  by  other  men's  labours." 

In  lliiil  David  II.,  "  that  vertue  might  be  chonshod  within 
the  realme,  commaunded  that  no  vagabondo  nor  ydlo  porsoii  should 
be  received  into  any  t-iwue  or  place,  except  they  had  somo  craft 
or  science  wherewith  to  get  their  lyving.  By  this  means  ho 
purged  the  realm  of  Scotlaade  of  many  idle  and  sluuthfull  rogus 
and  vagabundos." 

I}y  the  r^^th  statute  of  Kobert  II.,  made  in  1385,  those  persons 

lure  deemed  rebels  "quha*  travellis  as  Katheranis,t  eatand  thu 
cuntrio,  and  consumanrl  the  gudcs  of  the  inhabitants,  taJcand  their 
gudos  be  force  and  violence." 

By  an  Ordo  Juaticiarn  of  this  year  sorningf  is  to  be  made  a  point 
of  diliay  §  at  the  justice  ayrc.ll 

During  the  limited  personal  reign  of  Jnma  I.  that  monarch 
made  strong  efforts  to  improve  the  administration  of  justice  and 
to  protect  the  lower  orders  against  the  rapai^ity  and  oppression 
of  the  ^freat-  Three  enactmentB  wero  epBuially  directed  against 
the  vagabond  catherans  or  somers  who  had  long  greatly  abounded. 
The  6r8t,  1424,  c.  7,  forbids  that  "  ony  cumpanyispas  in  thecuntre 
lyand  apone*!  ony  the  Kingis  lieges  or  thig"  or  soiomo;  hors&s 

>oupon  Kirkmen+t  or  huslmndes  JJ  of  the  lande  "  and  orders  the 
slieriff  to  arrest  and  challenge  them  as  breakers  of  the  King's  peace, 
and  if  they  are  convicted  they  are  to  God  sureties  to  aesithe§§  the 
King  and  the  complainer.  The  second,  c.  21  (repeat^'d  by  c.  26 
of  the  year  1457),  creates  an  important  distinction  between 
those  who  are  able  to  earn  their  own  livelihood  and  those  who 

are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  charity  of  others  for  their  subaiat- 

'  (Jiiha^  who. 

t  ti'act.  Ir.  Vtathantach,  a.  eoldier.  BoDds  of  robbera,  ecpecioll;  such  as 
{ came  down  frmu  the  Hi^hlaiKU  to  tli«  low  countiy,  and  rarrica  otF  cattle,  com, 
or  whatever  pleased  theiiL,  from  those  who  were  not  able  to  make  nustanoe. 
— jAUnaosi. 

t  SsvM,  toionu,  to  obtrude  one's  »elf  on  onotbei  for  bed  and  boaid.  Ir. 
SmrfAan,  «  tribute,  osxU. 

Sffiiutf  (diirtay)  ladicUucnt,  line  of  accusation, 
itineraiil  euurt  of  justice.     Kn^.  tgn. 
1  Ijing  upon. 

**  Thif,  lo  aak.  to  b^.   Thiffgar,  «  beggar.    Sw«d.  liyga,  to  bc^,  to  ask  alms. 
tt  A'lrJnudN,  oae  who  has  &a  euleeiasticalfuncTiDiiornn  otbcc  LntfacChurcb. 
U  Smtbandt,  busbuidnum. 
f }  AariiJu,  lu  compensate,  tu  utisfy. 
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pnee.     Tt  directs  tliat  "na  thippur  be  thcHyl'  to  thyg  DoUicrt 
hi  burgh  Dor  to  land  beiutx  xiiij  &  Ux  yenntji  age  bat  thai 
be  sene  be  tbe  ooonoall  of  tbe  town  or  the  eomaiom  of  tlw  contn^ 
that  thai  Tnny  not  wrn  tbar  IHEng  *  otlienniTti ;  uid  tbey  Utei 
beta  fuoiiTa.S  sail  bane  a  certane  takTn"[}  on  tbem,  wbik  all 
otben,  '*  baifuode  na  taltrais  "  are  to  be  ekarg«d  hj  open  pn>- 
clamation  to  labour  and  "poas  to  craftj*  for  wxnniBg  of  tbar-i 
l«Ting.  and  that  under  pajrn  of  birninge  on  the  cherk  and  banvBsuqf  j 
ofth«  cnntre."     Bra  subseqaent  statute  of  lh»  tamt  iiKMtarcb,| 
1425,  0.  20,  it   is  ordainM  that  "ilk^  wbeni'  of  th«  nmlma,' 
•writhin  bi»  balg>err.**  inqniro  diligMitly,  gif  cmj  jpdfl  men,  that! 
has  not  to  lire  of  thare  avin  to  l<df  apoa  be  reeeCt  ft  vitbia  tWJ 
lande :  eflir  the  r^ohilkt^  Inqoistcian.  tb«  adkcnf  al  gwB 
no  jdH  meo.  ande  gvr  kep  thaiin  in  festynaaoe  11  qahil5^  it  b»' 
knawin,  quhaze  oo***  thai  leifl  ....  tbe  adMrif  anil  amiga&  xl  dai* 
to  sic  rdil  men  ti^  get  thaim  masteris,  or  to  fcatyu  tkan  to  kfidftf 
eiaftis.  AndetbaixLdais  beande  gaDe,giftbaibefimd7Baum^2:; 
jdil,  liw  wAemi  ml  arrast  thaim  agayn,  ande  aeode  tUa  to  tibm 
Kingis  prcaoB,  to  fajde  ande  be  ponyst  at  the  Kii^U  viU." 

Thcae  ri^oTDm  enactoients  do  not  aeem  to  hsTe  baa  carriad 
into  exeeotion,  for  in  1427  there  appears  an  Act  (c  4)  vU^] 
dtrvcts  fomKr  bwa  aglia^  hneg^w  to  b*  tmSanad,  and  iagwiaatiom j 
to  be  made  and  a  fine  impoed  on  Aom  — gJHiaUn  vfao  hadj 
MgleetMl  tliem:  it  was  likewiae  enMtad,a.  S,**tka»  aaSB  ^virM  I 
folk,  nothtr  man  nor  wwaw»  feathyafwtliaBtor.  aalBcvB  in  t^j 
na  bargfa  of  the  reafane,  bat  tkriae  in  tke  volk.Tf?  Aat  i»  to  ai^J 
ilk  MdAimday.  ilk  Weddyniadar.  A  iSk  Friday,  fia  ta  lian^ 
twa  eftor  nane ;  ****  anda  ^akar  fana  aada  «wnato«  '-''**  fidfia  < 
ikai  daia,  at  thai  laif  tkara  ontcffri  IB  Ae  borowuU^  aad  gaa^  «■ 
tba  MOCM  to  gat  tbare  kring.     Item.  iKai  aa  Gfpav  Uk  «K  to 


•fltt^«Ml^to< 
aCtoMlUfr. 


A&: 


t  2£i 


A.& 


AS,^ 


:^  TTi  .JKpSLir--. 


•^Jft 


AND  nEOOAllS  AND  BBGOINO. 


390 


thig,  nothir  in  Kirk  nor  in  £irk-}'urde,  na  in  nane  uthir  place 
within  the  borowis,  hot  at  tbare  awiii  bospitalo,  and  at  tbe  porto* 
of  the  touDc  li.  uthir  pluoea  outewith  t  the  borowis." 

Mr.  Tyifer  eays  *'  theae  sUitutory  rcg^lationB  tiro,  with  a  few- 
changes,  to  be  found  amongst  the  Statut<:«  of  Richard  II.  and  tbo 
fourth  and  fifth  Uonrys;  and  prove  that  the  Kinj^,  diiriug  bis 
long  dotoDtion  in  Knglurid,  luid  made  himself  intiraaltily  ucquuinti-d 
with  the  legiBlativo  policy  of  that  kingtlom." 

During  the  mioorily  of  Jfimea  II.  numbers  of  the  nobility, 
like  many  of  tbeir  brethren  in  Kiigland   in  the  reign   of  the 

rlicr   PUntagonet  kings,    indulged   in   plunder   and   robbery. 

10  adminiatration  of  the  kingdom  wa.4  veniJ  and  corrupt ; 
famine  and  peAtilence  added  to  the  di<>order9  of  tbe  State, 
and  as  a  result  numbers  of  the  poor  peri&hed  from  hunger  and 
diieuse. 

In  tbe  year  1449  the  following  stringent  law  against  vagabonds 
ma  pawed  (c.  9):  "It  is  ordainit,  fi:>r  the  aw:iy  putting  of  sor- 
narea,  overlyars,^  and  masterful  buggara,^  with  horses,  bundes, 
or  uthir  gudes,  that  al  officiares,  bath  schereffes,  baronis,  alder- 
man, balyeis,al8wele  within  burgh,  as  utwtth,  tak  ane  inquiRicione 
at  ilk  court  that  thai  h:iltl  of  the  furnuid  tbingeN  :  andu  gif  uiiy  siu 
be  fundyn,  that  tbar  horties,  buudes,  and  uthir  gudea  be  eechet  To 
tbe  King,  and  tbeir  persunls  put  in  tbe  Kingt^s  warde  quhil  the 
King  huf  said  his  wil  to  thaim.  Aiidealsua  that  the  suid  scheretfe 
balyeis,  and  officiarea  iuquurcs  at  ilk  courte,  gif  tbar  be  ony  that 
makis  thaim  fuLisil  that  ar  nueht  bardeK,1]  or  aic  lik  utheris  ryii- 
naree  aboute.**  Ande  gif  ouy  sic  be  fundyn,  that  thai  bo  jiut  in 
tbe  Kiugos  warde,tt  or  in  bis  yrnis^l^  for  ihar  trcspassem,  aln  lang 
as  thai  baf  ony  gudes  of  thur  awin  to  love  apon,  and  fra  thai  baf 
nocbt  to  lefe  apon  that  thar  eris  H  be  ualyt  to  the  trone  llll  or  to  ane 

•  Ptrrlt,  gata    A.H,  pwl  t  Oitteicitk,  oatfflde. 

X  l/tirr/jMr*,  bcj^ara  that  "overlie"  other  pcopi*'a  urutia  or  LcuemetiU, 
ie,  ocoiip}-  or  «Itiup  iji  tliuu  agaiiiKi  iha  it'iU  of  tliu  uwuer. 

(  JffWJti^  btrjgan,  *ach  an  Ixke  by  furc«,  or  hy  pntting  liouaeboUttni  io 
fear.  ||  FeictivJ  r(i<)lt>. 

1  Akrin,  a  poet  uT  liiinl ;  Aitninecont«m})lu»»t>lyi>|>iilie'i  Ui  the  olJ  Uwh  lo 
■trolling  ihymera  who  were  wnitt  to  npprcHa  tlie  lic^us.     In  hardaa,  a 
»!«•  a  KiQg. 

'**  Jtftnant  about,  runncn  about,  i.e.  vagabond*, 
ft   tt'aird,  a  j>ri«on.     As.  tmtrffian. 

E  Vmit  =  iniiu|.  i  «.  fctu-n.  §§  JJiiri. 

UU  Tnnf,  tbe  pillar  or  post  an  which  thn  tnwn  n^Jitefi  were  bung.  Icel.  tjald* 
trSumr^  •  plaLiona  on  which  to  pitch  a  t^nt,  allied  to  trana,  a  fnuii'CwOTk. 
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utliirtre,'  andcuttJt  of ;  andbannyRt  thocuntrc.    Andgiftharoflii 
thai  be  fundyn  apnin,  that  thai  lio  hangit." 

The  mounted  vagabondB  here  legialaU^  aifoinst  appear  to  rcolise 
the  conception  of  the  proverb  which  declares  that  *'  set  a  hef^fj^uT 
on  horaehack  and  he  will  ride  to  the  dovi!."  A  rery  similar  state 
of  things  was  legislated  against  in  Ireland  in  1634. 

The  disturbed  political  stato  of  the  country,  together  with  the 
low  moral  condition  of  the  people,  not  only  prevented  the  dua 
exocution  of  the  laws,  but  otherwise  tended  greatly  to  augment 
the  number  of  the  disorderly  gangs  which  these  statutes  were 
intuudod  to  suppress.  The  Xjegislntnre,  however,  seem  to  have 
huped,  by  the  increatiing  severity  of  their  enactmeDts,  to  supply 
the  want  of  moral  restraint  on  the  part  of  the  people  ;  and  accord- 
ingly wo  find,  in  a  few  years,  that  sornera  are  ordered  to  b« 
summarily  put  to  death  as  thieves  and  reivers,  by  1455,  c.  8, 
which  ordains  that  "  quhar  ever  sornoures  bo  overtane  in  tyme 
to  cum,  that  thai  bo  deliveryt  to  the  Kiugis  schereflVs,  and  that 
thai  furthewith  us  the  luagis  Justice  do  law  upouu  thaiue  as  apone 
b  theif  or  reffur"  t  ;  and  by  a  statutt)  of  the  same  year  (c.  13), 
the  King  ou  going  to  any  head  burgb  is  to  inquire  whether 
there  be  any  stmiera  or  opprcssnrs  of  the  poor,  and  to  punish 
them.  By  1457,  o.  2C,  the  King's  Justices  at  the  justice  aires 
are  directed  to  "tak  Inquisicioue  of  Boriiares,  barde-s,  muisterfuU 
bf-ggari*,  or  feii^eit  fulyn:  I  and  other  hannysh  thamo  tho  cuntra, 
or  sende  tharae  to  tho  Kiiigis  pre&oue." 

During  the  minority  of  Jiimev  III.  the  venality  of  tho  ruling 
faction  conduced  to  the  revival  of  oppression  and  crime.  Royal 
pardons  «'ore  sold  for  the  most  outrageous  crimes,  resembling  the 
condition  of  things  legislated  against  in  England  in  1^328,  and 
tho  country  was  frequently  distraotod  with  tho  havoc  and  plunder 
arising  out  of  private  feuds.  To  add  to  the  public  distroM,  tho 
coinage  was  debused  at  a  time  of  serious  dearth.  In  tho  midst  of 
all  this  social  conftision  the  laws  against  masterful  beggars  and 
somers  were  re-enacted  in  the  year  1478,  by  the  Statute  1478,  _ 
'c.  10,  which  has   for  its  professed  object  the  "  staincheing  §  of 

•  Ajit  other  pciBL. 

t  RtjYar,  rrtier,  ryjir,  a  roLbcr,  a  pirate,  correaponding  to  tiie  English  ruffltr,-' 
A.S.  mifcrt.  ' 

X  The  fmuit  futjft,  or  fpi^od  fools,  wet*  comninn  iu  tlie  northern  part*  of 
England  up  to  ilic  iiiiddit:  oT  iltc  uiglitountli  cL-nturr.  SkiJiapturt  coDs  them 
Ikaiam  hrg^ars,  nTiil  thfry  were  (frm^mlly  knnwn  in   Kiigljuid  a*  AbraJtam-met*. 

§  Staimch,  to  ittop,  tti  nsi^iiuge.     Old  Fr.  *-*lanektr. 
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mafttcrfull  beggar*  and  somare*,  that  daily  oppreasis  and  heryis* 
tile  Kjugis  pur  lieges."* 

Legislation  and  social  improvement  in  Scotland  appear  to  bare 
followed  English  precedents  ni  long  intervals  of  time.  The  oath 
of  peace  whicb  Hubert,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  iient  through- 
out England  in  1J95  seeinB  to  have  been  imitated  in  Scotland 
in  the  year  1487,  when  "  the  lords  spiritual  and  tenii>ural,  with 
the  barons  and  freeholders,  gave  their  pronu"so  that  in  all  time 
coming  they  should  ceuse  to  maintain,  or  stand  at  the  bur  with 
traitors,  men-sluyers,  thievcB,  or  robbers,  always  exceptiug  that 
they  must  not  be  prevented  from  taking  piirt  in  'sober  wiso' 
with  their  kin  and  friends,  in  the  defence  of  their  honest  actiona. 
They  engaged  also  to  assist  the  King  and  his  officera  to  bring 
all  BUfh  offenders  to  justice,  that  they  might  '  underly  '  the  luw." 
The  exception  introduced  in  this  pledge  must,  however,  have 
enabled  all  who  garo  it  to  "  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  car 
nnd  break  it  to  the  hope." 

l>uring  the  minority  of  Jnmeii  IV.  open  spoliation  was  again 
pewrtod  to  by  the  party  in  power.  When,  however,  the  King 
altainerl  full  authority,  his  energy  and  activity  in  the  adniinistra* 
tion  of  justice,  and  in  the  suppression  of  crime,  were  productive  of 
good  effect.  He  adopted  a  system  not  uncommon  in  those  times 
of  engaging  the  most  powerful  of  the  resident  noble.i  and  gentry 
in  a  covenant  or  "  band,"  whicb  under  severe  penalties  obliged 
them  to  maintain  order  throughout  the  country.  The  rigorous 
treatment  which  the  King  moled  out  to  all  who  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  country  bud  also  a  wholesome  effect.  In  the  yeur 
1603,  by  c.  14,  it  was  ordained  "  tbat  tho  statute  of  King  James 
the  First,  maid  upoun  stark  t  beggars  be  observit  and  kepit.  And 
tbat  thoschereffi»,  provostis,  bulliva  within  burrowis,  baith  of  rialtej 
and  regalite,§  spirituule  and  tempnnde,  see  tbat  this  Act  be 
execute  and  keipit:  and  that  thai  tbotU  nane  to  beg  within  thamc, 
except  crukit  folk,  II  blind  folk,  impotout  folk,  and  walk  folk,1{ 

*  Utrrff,  hfry,  harry,  to  rob,  to  spoU,  to  pilltifjv.      Ici'I.  iterju. 

f  at'trk,  *bk--l)odie(i.     A.i*.  lUarr,  rliS. 

X  liiaitt,  IciTituryimm^'iUittely  uiult^r  tlie  jiiriMlicti')!!  of  thi;  Kinj^,  0*  rliatin' 
^gllisb«(l  frcni  t)ijit  I'l  which  ihu  firivili^'C*  »(  a  maalUy  were  HiinexiKl.— JairtMww. 

f  JlajitlUvih  tmilorial  jurifJictiiJii  ^{miiltfii  Ly  llin  Kiii^  with  the  Iiinrfs 
given  in  hhfrani  rfjjtiUtafrin  ;  anJ  cmii fL-rnii^  on  llic  pcrxoiitf  receiving  it, 
alltiMtRli  cmiiiiiiiit'rt,  tl>e  title  nt  l.-mh  <•/  Urt/alil^.     Javiit^m. 

fl  6VMi'it-/«»/A,  criiitileft. 

S  Jt'uUij'Jl,  wvnk,  t'ulk,  jiifinn  people. 
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under  the  pane  of  payment  of  one  rnnrk,*  for  ilk  uthor  beggar, 
tliHt  beia  fundin." 

In  none  of  thc«o  enactments^  subsequent  to  the  statuto  1424, 
c.  21.  is  there  any  mention  made  of  the  regular  poor,  who,  by  that_ 
Act,  were  pennitted  to  b^ — a  privilege  at  a  future  period  ex- 
changed for  the  right  to  parochial  support.  No  Act  relfttiro  to 
this  Bubjcct  appears  till  the  statute  1303,  c.  14,  just  rited,  which 
poiota  out  more  distiuctly  the  cla*8  who  were  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  bogging,  including  those  only  who,  by  reason  of  physical 
disability,  and  of  mental  or  bodily  weakuesa,  were  incapable  of 
maintaining  themselves. 

The  prtrraalure  death  of  James  IV.  on  the  field  of  Flodden 
again  lot  loose  disorder  in  the  kingdom,  and  bands  of  robbers 
openly  iravemed  the  country.  Lord  Dacre,  the  warden  of  tho 
Kugliah  murchtis,  in  order  to  distract  tho  Scottish  Government, 
kept  four  hundred  Scottish  outlaw.'*  in  his  pay,  who  caused  daily 
burning  and  destructiun.  Some  of  the  venal  nobility,  seduced 
by  tho  bribes  of  the  English  QoverDmont,  also  indulged  in  nume- 
rous uc-ts  of  oppression  under  which  the  people  groaned  without 
means  of  redres^s.  The  house  of  Douglas  exercised  despotic  power, 
and  the  excesses  of  Its  representatives  rendered  the  life  and  pro- 
perty of  all  opposed  to  them  innecure ;  tho  Highlands  too  were 
in  a  state  of  the  utmost  disorder. 

Immediately  npon  the  accession  of  Jamex  V.  to  power  in  the 
yenr  lO'JS,  the  King  proceeded  to  cstaliliBh  law  and  order  through- 
out the  kingdom.  The  most  notorious  Border  chieftains,  who  had 
long  subsisted  by  rapine  and  violation  of  the  laws,  wore  hanged, 
amongst  them  being  the  famous  freebooter  Johnnie  Armstrong. 
In  tho  year  lo35  a  very  important  restriction  was  imposed  on  tha 
privileged  beggars  by  c.  29  of  that  year,  which  enacts  "  that  na 
beggaris  be  tholit  to  beg  in  ane  pnrochine  t  that  ar  bom  in  ano 
uther;  and  that  the  hetlisraen?  of  ilk  parochiue  mak  taikynnisS 
and  gcve  to  the  beggaris  thereof,  and  that  thai  be  sustenit  within 
the  boundis  of  that  parochiue ;  and  that  uaue  uther  be  servit  with 
almouA  li  within  that  parochiue,  buL  thai  that  bearia  that  takin 
uljnerlie."  % 

*■  A  mark,  (le.  8(1. 

+  /'nrocAiV.  mrirh.    Lat,  parofhta, 

t  llfil'tnuin,  bmd«tnui,  thv  |>riiK-i|Jsl  ainti  in  tlic  dintrict. 

i   Tii'liifHuu,  ukiiiffB,  oillvctiouft.  II  AltHoitM,  aIuia.     Jl&.  alnitMt. 
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Statute  21  of  tho  voar  Io40  reoites  that  a  multitude  of  Tile, 
uiibont?>>t,  and  miserable  creatures  are  aaid  to  frequent  the  meal 
market  at  Edinburgh  daily  to  get  BUsientation,  and  orders  the 
market  to  bo  rcinoTcd  in  consequence. 

During  the  minority  of  Qu/^en  Mari/  the  kingdom  was  again  in 
B  distracted  condition.  The  English  invasions  in  tho  years 
lfi4-l-15 — 17-48  cuuBcd  widowprcad  devaatation  in  the  train  of  the 
army.  Tho  instruetions  of  Henry  VIU.  in"  1544  being  "  to  suck 
Iivith  and  burn  and  tmbvert  it,  and  all  the  rest,  putting  man, 
woman  and  child  to  the  Hvord." 

Tho  Act  of  1535,  c.  29,  v&a  repeated  in  1551  by  Statute  16, 
and  again  in  1555  by  Statute  38  of  that  year,  lliis  latter  Act  nas 
paMed  nnder  the  regency  of  Mart/  of  Cfum,  when  many  wiao  and 
judicioujt  lawA  were  introduced  for  the  administration  of  equal 
justice  throughout  the  country. 

NotwiUiBtandiog,  however,  the  provisions  for  the  suppresMon 
"of  sornersand  masterful  beggars,"  their  number  seems  greatly 
to  h&Te  increased  dunng  the  dieordera  of  the  Bubaequent  unfor- 
tunate reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

By  the  year  ir>67  murder,  robbery,  and  offences  of  all  kinds 
preruitod  to  an  intoluriiblu  degree  uu  the  Borders,  and  men  who 
liud  been  publicly  outlawed,  walked  abroiid,  mocking  at  tho  powers 
uf  justice.  The  great  cuiitre  uf  crime  wiis  Hawick.  Tho  Eurl  of 
Mur  ut  length  pounced  on  the  principal  otfeuderH  and  eiLocuted 
them,  thua  reducing  the  disturbed  districts  to  peace  and  quiot- 
nv»B.  In  this  year  a  8tatute  (c.  17)  wtis  pa-tsed  ordaining  that 
vagnbondit  having  no  goods  and  ahooting  with  culverin,  ci'ossbow, 
or  handbow,  at  "  Du,*  Ra,t  Hart,  Hyndo,  t  Hair,  §  Cutiing,  || 
Dow.i;  Herron,"  or  fowl  of  the  river,  are  to  be  impri(*one<l  for 
forty  days  for  the  first  offenoej  and  to  bare  their  right  huud  cut 
off  for  the  second. 

In  the  year  1570  the  kingdom  was  in  a  wretched  condition 
owing  to  its  being  torn  by  the  two  contending  factions  of  the 
captive  Queen  Mary  and  the  infant  King  supported  by  English 
intrigue. 

In  1573-4  tho  justice  ayros  wore  the  organs  of  rapacity  by 
encouraging  informers  to  diiscoTerofl'uucea  which  laid  the  unhappy 
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defeDdante  under  heavy  fines.  A  little  Inter,  however,  the  vigour 
and  8UCCCSS  of  the  Government  of  the  Uogcnt  Morton  brought 
ohout  Bocurity  to  property  and  person.  Under  his  regency,  in 
the  year  1574  an  enactment  vhs  introduced  a^imtt  vagabonds, 
strong  and  idle  beggars,  which  orders  those  between  the  agca  of 
fourteen  and  seventy  to  be  apprehended  and  tried,  and  on  convic- 
tion to  be  scourged  and  barued  through  the  gristle  of  the  right 
ear  with  a  hot  iron,  unle»e  some  responeiblo  person  will  talte  them 
into  his  «erviue  for  a  whole  year.  Any  vngaboud  quitting  such 
MTvice  is  to  be  burnt  as  aforueuid  for  the  first  offence,  and  tf  he 
offends  again,  after  seventy  days  he  is  to  suffer  pains  of  death 
us  a  ihief.  Egyptians  ur  gypsies  are  fur  the  first  time  included 
among  the  classes  of  persons  who  are  to  be  deemed  vagabond*. 
Persons  who  give  money,  harbouring,  or  lodging  to  vagrant* 
are  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds.  Any  porsen  imped- 
ing the  execution  of  the  Act  is  to  suffer  the  same  penalty  as  the 
Vttgabotid  would  have  incurred.  The  itihabttantfiofevery  parish  are 
to  be  taxed  for  the  relief  of  the  aged  and  impotent  pour.  All  im- 
potent beggars,  except  leprous  and  bedridden  people,  are  to  be 
pawed  to  their  place  of  birth  or  common  resort  during  the  lust 
seven  years  ;  thoac  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  go  urc  to  be  punished 
by  eoourging,  imprisonment,  and  burning  through  the  oar.  Col- 
lectors of  alms  refusing  or  neglecting  their  office  are  to  be  liablo 
lo  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds.  Any  person  may  take  a  beggar's 
bairn  between  the  ugca  of  five  and  fourteen  into  his  service,  and 
keep  a  male  to  the  nge  of  twcnty-fnur  and  a  female  to  the  ago 
of  eighteen,  ^'o  Irish  or  Highland  hardM  or  beggars  are  to  bo 
brought  into  tbo  Lowlands,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds 
upon  the  bringcra. 

Shortly  after  King  James  VI.  assumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, lui  attempt  was  made  to  form  a  more  regular  system  for  the 
remedy  of  the  evil  which  had  »o  long  grievously  oppressed  tho 
people  of  Scotland.  This  was  doao  by  the  Act,  i'j7*.i,  c.  12,  which 
appears  io  be  modelled  on  the  English  Statute  14  Elii.,  c  5 
(1572),  and  which  is  the  foundiition  of  the  present  system  of 
Scotch  poor  laws.  It  is,  to  this  day,  tho  only  authority  (with  the 
exception  of  a  proclanmtion  of  the  Privy  Council)  for  enforeing  a 
compulsory  provision  for  the  support  of  the  ordinary  poor  ;  the 
later  statutes,  which  direct  assessments  to  be  levied,  being  for 
entirely  different  purpo&es,  having  now  fallen  into  total  desuetude. 
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This  Statute  entitled  aii  Act  "  For  pimiahment  of  the  stmnj; 
uud  \d\e  beggariti,  and  releif  of  the  pure  and  impotent,"  proceeds 
ou  the  narrntive,  that  the  "  sindrie  lovable  actis  of  Pitrliuraent 
maid  be  our  Soveraue  Lordis  maist  noble  progenitors,  for  tlie 
sfanchoinp  of  the  maisterfuU  and  ydle  beggaris.  awoy-putling  of 
Boiroaris,  and  provieiouu  for  the  puyr,"  "  in  tyrao  higaiie  hes  not 
bouc  put  to  dow  exocutiouD,  throw  the  lutquitio  and  troublis  of 
the  lymc  bipaat,  and  bo  rcssonc  that  tbair  wca  nut  beirtofoir  ano 
ordur  of  pwni&hment  ku  »pcciuliu  dcvisit  as  ncid  rocjuirit ;  bot  the 
Kaidix  beggarts,  boeydia  the  uthoris  incouveniontis  quilko  they 
fhtyliu  pi-oduec  in  the  commouuwolth,  proL-uris  the  wraith  and  die* 
plesurt)  uf  God,  for  the  wikcd  and  ungodlie  furmo  of  loving,  ustt 
umangiii  tbamo,  without  manage  or  baptising  of  a  greit  nowmer  * 
of  tbair  baimis/'t  It  than  goes  on,  "Tbiiirfoir,  now,  for  avoiding 
uf  ihir  iiiconveniontiH  and  uocliuwing  of  the  conftisioun  of  uindrie 
IiiwJH  and  actia  concerning  thair  pwuishment,  standing  in  effoctH, 
and  that  aum  cortane  executicmn  and  gudc  ordor  may  follow 
thairunent,  To  the  greit  plesure  of  iVlmichty  God,  and  commoim 
Weill  of  the  realme,  It  is  thocht  expedient,  statute  and  ordanit, 
olsweill  for  the  utter  siippretuing  of  the  aaidia  Strang  and  Idle 
b^garis,  sa  contageous  Innemyoe  to  the  commonn  weiU,  As  for 
the  chearitable  releviog  of  aigct  t  and  impotent  payr  people,  that 
the  ui-dor  and  forme  following  be  observit."  The  "ordor"  of 
pwuishment  appointed  for  these  '*  a&  countageous  innemyes  to  the 
commoun  weill/'  was,  that  in  being  convicted  for  the  &rst  time, 
"  they  be  adjudget  lo  be  »curget,§  and  brunt  throw  the  ear  with 
ane  bett  yrne,"|j  "except  eum  honest  and  rofipODBali  man  will  of 
his  charilie.  be  conteutit  then  preaentlie  To  act  himself  befoir  the 
judge  To  tuk  and  kuip  liie  oticudor  in  his  sorvico  for  anc  baill 
iXeir;"K  "and  gif  the  ofieudur  depart  and  leif  the  service  within 
iQEeir,  agauis  his  will  that  ressavia  htm  in  Borvice,  he  fihuU  then 
be  acurgil  and  brunt  throw  the  ear.  as  is  bcfoirsaid  ;  quilk  pwuiab- 
nient  being  anysressavit,'*  he  eull  not  aufier  the  lyk  aganc  for  tlio 
space  of  Ix  duyis  thatrettcr  ;  Bot  gif,  at  the  end  of  tho  Huidis  Ix 
dayift,  he  be  found  to  be  faliin  agone  in  hi»  ydill  and  vugubund 
trade  of  lyf,  then,  being  apprehcndit  of  now,  he  salho  luljudgut, 
and  suffer  tho  panes  of  dcid  ft  as  a  theif."     The  Act  then  sets 
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fiiilti  w\\o  tf*  Ut  Ihi  cumidonKl  "u  itnin^  and  idle  beg^rii  and 
^ii)('iltii(iiU,  unrf  wrrlliio  uf  thp  pwniiliiovtit  bcfoir  apectfijt;" 
iiimI  lltnan  tirn  ^nntiTuWy  all  perMiUi  butwoi'U  fuurteen  and  Mvcmty 
VKiiri  uf  i%iftt,  tftiiuff  ubuut  llitt  unutilry  idlo,  oiid  out  foUowing  any 
liiwfiil  iiimlii  or  winning  tlti'ir  bnrnd. 

'I'lilfl  Aitt,  wliich  Itnt  i»tuti]iftlii'4  a  regular  "ordor  of  pwniiib- 
iHMiil  "  fur  ■iiriitirn,  mvatDrfiil  liojrgam,  nnd  vugaboudi,  gives  tbe 
liilUiwIiig  liat  of  lIiom)  will)  dhiill  l)o  huld  to  bo  Huch,  viz.,  "  All 
ydlci  iMti'MinIn  giuigiiig  uIhiiiI.  in  oity  ctiiilrie  of  this  ri-almu,  using 
■itblilt,  ci'Ni'l-y,  ami  iinluuchrull  |ilayln,  an  Jugluric,  fust-und- 
liiwiifl,*  mh\  mo  utbnri«.  Tim  Idlu  ixiiiilo  uuUing  ibmne  selffis 
/ICuypliHiiU.t  or  ony  ulborii  iliut  riMiiJtiest  ibonio  seltfiR  to  buvo 
kniintogii  i*f  prii|dii>oii«,  oliurnu'iiig,  or  utbttria  tibusir  Aoienoos, 
i|ul<itiiby  Uiry  [mmuiiid  1bt«  jHtoplo  tbut  ibcy  con  toll  tbair 
wi'iinlJM.Ii  dnttbtB,  aitd  fonuiiiw,  and  nio  utbor  funtjistionll  Imugi- 
iiHlloiit'a,  Hiid  itlt  jivnKMtfi  U'ttig  baill  uiid  Htark  ||  in  body,  and 
iiblo  Iti  wii'k,  iillugtitng  tliaino  to  hn\-i'  bono  boryic  or  brunt  in 
•uni  litr  )uii'l  III'  lUn  milinp,  Hr  allog<'ing  ibumo  to  be  banist  for 
•huivbt<<r,  iiiid  utbvt-in  witiVoil  doidiH ;  and  uUutih  nouthtr  having 
biitd  nor  Ukriiitpr,  not-  uM^ittg  ouy  luupliruU  morchtLndioe,  craft,  or 
nct-uiwtimut,  i|uliHii'by  tbi>y  may  wyu  iliftr  li?a>'iugis.  And  can  gif 
iin  tvkiiiitg  bow  Ihoy  lnm*bfultii<  grt  tbair  Ivring;  and  aU  raeti$- 
Imlli*.*;  MUi|t«Urt«,  ami  loilti^laria,**  not  avouit  ft  in  »peciiiU 
ft^rvui;>  U>  aum  vS  lb»  Umtta  of  Parltam««it  or  gri'it  barronis,^!  or 
W  ibi*  brtd  Inirrowi*  and  <ieti««»  for  UuurooniDoua  UHBiUalii ; 
AU  (^rtUlHO^u  laubonria^  ttring  pc-raonia  able  ia  bodv,  Wnag 
^MtUiv,  ami  tlving  Uvbor ;  AU  countoriaituria  of  licMuea  to  iMg, 
vt  umntp  tlw  mi»a>  kuaaring  ttuunr  to  ba  ooonteriuttit :  all 
^Hgnbtiml  amkaraaaf  tka  Vuivvnilwaaf  Saaot  ABdraWtil  Gtaagaw, 
mmI  AUnlaiw^  w4  ttcracit  bo  tbei«elor«k4  inaeaf  fcwIHirf j 
ibo  rniVMattivlo  nak  ahnowk'*  It  iadaekiwd  tkat  lhn% 
ftU  w^t|i«wi  aMi  tMari«MUw«  allufwing  ihaaaa  aoMb  to  ht 


ll^ipnnk  W<»a  tanHtel  m  tn^^  ib  ^v*r.     A  «hiv  m  h<>  «r  **•  < 
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nrljutlged,  ectemit,  and  pwnist,  aa  Strang  beggarris,  and  vagu- 
Inindis."  The  eame  stAtate  farther  declares,  tliat  any  person 
who  "  disturbis  or  lettis  *  the  executioun  of  the  Act,"  »Iiall 
BuSer  the  Bsmo  pains  as  the  vagabond  whose  correction  ho  has 
impeded  would  have  ineurrod. 

BcaidcB  the  penalties  to  bo  inflicted  on  tho  vagabonds  them- 
bcItcs,  tho  Act  declares,  that  every  person  who  "  gives  money, 
harbry  or  ludeging,  settist  houeca,  or  ahawia  oay  uthir  ruleif" 
to  tlicm,  lihull  ho  liable  to  a  hno  not  oxcouding  5  pounds  Scots  | 
to  the  iKjorof  the  parish. 

The  Act  further  providoa,  that  if  the  "  aigod  and  impofent 
pcrsonee,  not  being  bo  diseased,  lame,  or  impottint,  but  they  may 
wirk  in  sum  raaner  of  werk,"  shall,  nevertheless,  refuse  to  per- 
form tlje  work  iippointod  to  tliem  by  the  overseer,  they  shall  be 
punished  as  vagabonds.  It  also  allnwa  any  of  the  lieges  to  take 
beggars'  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fourteen  years 
into  their  service,  and  gives  a  right  to  their  labour  till  the  age  of 
twenty-four  in  mules  and  eighteen  in  females.  It  makes  provi- 
Bton  for  allowing  to  persons  shipwrecked,  licenses  to  proceed  to 
their  own  homes,  and  permits  testimoniuls  to  be  given  to  such  of 
the  poor  as  may  be  judged  proper,  authorising  them  to  uak  alms 
in  their  own  parishes.  It  declnres  that  vagabonds,  while  tmpri- 
suued,  shall  be  maintained  by  the  purishos  iu  whiuh  they  were 
apprehended — "  allowing  to  each  person  aue  puud  of  aitbroid  ^ 
and  watter  to  drink-" 

There  are  also  included  among  vagabonds  (by  this  and  eubse- 
queot  euactmeuts)  those  poor  persons  who,  though  entitled  to 
parochial  relief,  either  refuae  to  perform  such  work  as  they  aro 
able  for  when  required  by  the  parish,  or  persist  in  begging  with- 
out a  license,  or  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  parish  to  which  their 
license  extends,  or  refuse  to  pass  to  the  parish  of  their  own 
setllfmeni. 

Tho  law  against  bards  was,  wo  are  told,  put  into  foroo  ou  the 

•  Lrt,  to  himW,  to  im[*fle.    A.S.  iettnn.  f  Set,  to  let,  to  lentv. 

X  Vp  tu  135a  tliD  Scl<tIi^ll  money  wtw  C4}iiat  in  vuluc  ui  the  En^lLili ;  after 
thin,  (iwiiiK  til  tiie  iin}Hirerutitu«ut  of  th«  kiii>^loni,  it  sunk  in  valup.  Iti  1390 
Scotch  coin  jnned  for  onlj  half  iU  ii»inina1  vnluc  tn  Kn^'lund  ;  and  in  Kt!l3 
il  wm  uplvrvtl  that  ib)  curraucy  an  money  in  llie  latter  ultuuld  cuih;.  After 
ttii*  it  Iwmiuo  gnulually  more  tfciioflcd,  until  in  IlJOd  it  was  only  a  lirrl/lh  juirt 
of  Uic  vuluu  of  Enyltefi  nmui!}',  luid  rviuaiucd  ul  tlial  yu'iut  uutil  the  tuiiun  ol' 
the  Iwo  kiit^^tloRia. 

(  AilbiriJ.tmieakt. 


31« 


VAGRANTS  A5C3)  VAGBANCT, 


12th  of  August,  1579,  by  the  Earl  of  Morton  under  the  following 
circurafilancos . — 

"  Aug.  12.  Twa  poets  of  Edinhurgh,  remarking  eome  of  his 
(tfao  EafI  of  Morton's)  Kinistroue  deulliig,  did  publish  the  same  to 
tbo  ])e<ipltj  hy  a  fiinious  lihul  written  against  him  ;  and  Morton, 
hewing  of  this,  uausit  the  men  to  bo  bruught  to  Stirling,  where 
they  were  uonvict  fur  slandering  ane  of  the  King's  oouncillors, 
and  were  there  bnith  hiingit." 

Ry  the  ifOth  Stalnto  of  \!tH7,  s.  7,  vagabonds  and  "unanswer- 
able" men  in  the  Borders,  Highlands,  tmd  Isles  arc  to  find  secu- 
rity to  underlie  *  the  law,  and  fuiling  to  do  so  are  to  ho  denounced 
rebels  and  fugitives.  Action  is  to  lie  at  the  instance  of  the 
parties  injured  against  the  magistrates  where  they  are  reset. 
ITiis  Act  was  repeated  in  15U3,  "  unanswerahle  '*  men  being  there 
termed  masterlcfls  men. 

In  the  year  1591  crime  was  again  rife,  as  the  King,  spouking 
on  the  Ist  of  June  in  that  year,  saya,  "  I  must  advertise  you  what 
it  is  that  makm  groat  crimes  to  bo  so  rife  in  this  country,  namely, 
that  all  men  set  themselves  more  for  friend  than  for  justice  and 
obfdience  to  the  laws." 

The  next  Statute  relating  to  the  poor,  15D2,  o.  09,  grants  power 
to  certain  porsoua  to  be  appointed  by  the  sheriff  in  each  parish, 
to  hold  courts,  uud  summon  an  assize  for  the  trio)  and  puniah- 
luunt  of  vagrants,  utniug  and  idle  beggars  and  vagabonds. 

In  la^d,  owing  to  tho  fuetions  and  family  feuds  amongst  the 
nobility,  the  kingdom  was  in  u  miiwrable  state.  Tho  taw  was 
powarloss  against  8uoh  iiitlueutiul  offondurs.  Ncvcrtbelos^s,  the 
Avta  of  I'ITi)  and  ld81  against  vagabonds  and  beggars  are 
ordered  to  be  enforced  by  tho  ordinary  judges  or  justices,  who 
are  empowered  to  punish  them  by  death  or  othorwiso  at  their 
diincretion.  The  magistral^s  of  Aberdeen  found  it  ueire^sary  to 
take  order  this  year  with  ■'  a  great  number  of  idlu  persons,  not 
having  land  nor  masters,  m-ither  yet  umng  ony  lawful  mer- 
chandise, craft,  nor  occupation,  flcning  nn  appears  frue  their  awn 
dwelling,  by  reason  of  somv.  uul  iwful  causes  and  odious  crimes 
whereof  thi-y  are  culpable,  whilk  aro  very  contagious  enemies  to 
tho  common  weal  of  the  borough."  Tho  town  was  ordered  to  be 
cleared  of  them,  and  the  future  harbonage  by  the  inhabitanta  was 
forbidden. 

"  UtuUrlit^  t(i  be  i-ubjecltKl  ir.,  to  utnlergri. 
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la  1504,  by  the  33rd  Statute,  etudenU  "  vagaud"  or  wander- 
ing oigbt  or  day  armed  with  swords,  pUtolets,  and  other  weapons 
are  U>  have  them  conBacated.  Tbi'g  somewhat  resembles  au  early 
ordinance  published  at  Hfidelherg,  which  expressly  forbids  the 
students  to  go  about  the  city  with  arms  at  evening,  and  after 
the  tolling  of  the  bell  which  calls  the  night  vratcb  to  their  duty. 

C.  37  of  the  same  year  commences  by  reciting  that  "  nochtwilh- 
standing  the  siiidrie  actis  maid  be  his  hieneK  and  bis  uiaist  noble 
pruguuitors  for  puuischement  of  the  authoris  of  tbift  reif* 
oppreeaiouji  and  Boruiug  and  masteriH  and  eustcnaria  of  thevis. 
Yit  sio  bus  bono  and  presetitlie  is  the  burburous  cruelties  and  dalio 
heirscliippis t  of  the  vickit  thevis  and  lymmaris  of  the  cloniiis 
and  surimmefi  following  inhabiting  the  hielandis  and  lies,  Thay 
ar  to  say  Claugregor,  CLanfarlane,  Claiitauren,  Clandowill,  Clan- 
douuochie,  Olaiicbattan,  ClanchcwiLI,  C'lancharron,  Clanrunuld  in 
Lochaber,  Clunrvnuld  in  Knoydcrt  Moidart  and  Glengarry,  Clan- 
leyidof  the  Lewis,  Clanleod  of  IJarn's,  Clandouuld  f^outh  and  North, 
Clungillane,  ('lanayioun,  Clankinnouu,  Claneul,  Claiikonzie,  Clan- 
andries,  Cluumorgun,  C'lungim,  Cheilphalo  and  also  many  broken 
men  of  the  sumumes  of  Stewart  in  Athotl  Lome  and  Balquhidder 
Carapbdla,  Grahams  in  Mcntoith,  Itucbuns,  McCaula,  Gulbraitbs, 
McNaba,  lIcNabricks,  Slenzies,  Pbersonii,  Spadings,  Mclntosbes  in 
AthoU.  McThomas  in  Glensche,  Fnrquharsons  in  Itrae  of  Mar, 
ML'Phersons,  Grants,  Itoftses.Fraser.'n,  Tl[(inroes,  Neilsonsand  otbym 
inhabiting  the  flheritfdomes  of  Argyll,  Bute,  Dunbarton,  Stirling, 
Perth,  Forfar,  Aberdeen,  IJanff,  Klgin,  Forres,  Nairn,  Inver- 
ness and  Cromanie,  stewartries  of  Strathearn  and  Menteitb,  and 
likewise  a  great  number  of  wicked  thieves  oppressors  and  peace- 
brtakers  and  resetters  of  theft  of  the  Biimnmes  of  Armstrong. 
Elliott,  Kickson,  Crossar,  Graham,  Irving,  Bell,  Curlijtle,  Batson, 
Littles,  Thomsons,  Olendonnings,  Camithers,  Johnstones,  Jardines, 
Moffals,  Latimera  and  others  inhabiting  the  borders  '  foirunent '  J 
England,  In  the  sheriffdoms  of  Roxburgh,  Selkirk,  Peebles, 
Dumfrie»,  and  stewartry  of  Annerdale,  In  the  murder  '  lieirs- 
chip  '  and  daily  oppression  of  hie  Highnesses  peaceable  and  good 
Rubjecl'S  in  the  whole  countries  adjacent  to  the  Ilighlands  und 
Borders  to  the  displeasure  of  Ood,  coutoiupt  und  dishonour  of 


*  Htif,  pobbepy,  ni(>ine.    A.S.  rtuf. 

t  Ilrrtfkiff,  heim-htm),  th^act  of  plunJering,  devastation. 

X  Fmraaeni,  AirviMy  »)i[ta8ilB  to.    A.S./oran,)>crr>n,anclaNyoiit,op])iirile 
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his  IlighDesses  person  and  authority  and  to  tho  wasting  and 
desolation  of  a  good  part  of  the  pleiitifiil  ground  if  speedy  remedy 
be  not  provided.  And  understandiDg  that  this  misohief  and 
Bhomcful  disorder  increases  and  is  nourished  by  the  oversight, 
'hounding  out,*  resett/ maintcDQncc  and  not  punishment  of  the 
thioTcs  limmcrs  and  ragahonds  partly  by  the  Lmdlords  maaters 
and  baillies  of  the  lands  and  buuiida  whoro  they  dwell  and  resort 
and  punl}'  through  tho  counsel  dtroctions  rcsott  and  partaking 
of  tho  chicftainB  principals  of  the  hranchos  and  householders  of 
the  said  aumamea  and  clans  which  hear  quarrel  and  5cck  rorenge 
for  the  least  hurting  or  slaughter  of  any  one  of  their  unhappy 
races  although  it  were  by  order  of  jnstico  or  in  rescue  and  follow- 
ing of  true  men's  gear  Hiolen  or  reft.  So  that  the  said  Chieftains 
Principals  of  the  branches  and  householders  worthily  may  be 
esteemed  the  very  authors  fosterers  and  maintainers  of  the 
wicked  d«^B  of  the  vagabonds  of  their  clans  and  surnames."  It 
then  enacts  that  a  roll  and  catalogue  should  be  made  with  all 
possible  diligence  of  all  persons  of  the  surnames  aforesaid  sus- 
pected of  slaughter,  theft,  reif,  resott  of  theft  or  thieves  or  sorning. 
That  all  landlords"  ....  "and  baiUies  are  to  find  surety  to  make 
their  meu,  tenants,  and  eer^unte  unstw^rable  to  justice.  Such  house- 
holders of  thec-laiiK  OH  c(mipere,t  tofiud  cautiou,i  such  as  do  uot 
to  be  denounced  rebels  and  fugitives.  Chieftains,  principals  of  the 
branches,  and  householders  who  do  not  compere,  or  compering  do 
not  find  sureties,  are  to  be  denounced  rebels  and  their  goods  to  be 
disponed  to  their  landlords  for  their  better  relief. 

By  the  next  Statute  (15[)7i  c.  30)  the  period  during  which 
strong  beggars  and  their  children  maybe  employed  in  common 
works  is  extended  to  their  whole  lifetime. 

The  next  Act  (1600,  c.  28)  complains,  that  tho  Statute  1579 
has  received  "  litill  or  no  effect  or  exeoutioun,"  and  declares 
"  that  the  Strang  and  idill  beggaris,  being  for  the  maist  poirt 
thciffis,  bairdis,  and  counterfilt  lynuneri3,§  Icvond  maist  Inso- 
Icntlie  and  ungodlio  without  moriagc,  or  baptisme  of  a  great 
number  of  thair  bairns,  or  sufferit  to  vuig  II  and  wander  throuchout 

*  Jliyiind  mi-t,  to  set  on,  to  encourage  to  do  iojoiy  to  others. 

t  Vomperf,  to  appear  in  ibc  jtrpwiice  of.     Vt.  eomparmr,    LsL  eompaiw. 

1  Caution,  seconty.     Lat.  cautio. 

I  Lymmsr,  limmar,  a  icounilrcl,  a  "vrortlilrM  fi?Ilow,  ii»d  in  the  lawn  u 
equivalent  to  ihitfri^ttr.     Uan.  toi«wt«r,  ioo^y,  lubbtr,  Unit. 

II  yaig,  to  wnn<ier,  to  room.  Icel,  tJojn,  to  waddle. 
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baill  cuatrvy,  tuid  the   pure  and  iuipoteut  persones  ar  neg- 

pt,  and  nu  cair  Lud,  uur  provUioun  maid,  for  thair  Intcrtone- 
mvui  and  sustoutatioa ;"  aud  attribuUng  to  the  ueglect  of  the 
persouH  to  whom  the  oxocutiuii  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  bad 
been  committed,  what  was  truly  the  consequence  of  the  state  of 
the  couutry  aud  the  inoruL  cuuditiou  of  the  people.  It  then 
lOrdera  the  Bessioa  of  the  Eiric  (eijuivalent  to  the  Kug^Uah  vestry) 
to  put  the  said  Acts  of  Parliameiit  into  execntion. 

Thu  Kith  Statute  of  lUOO  uuthurises  musters  of  coal-hcughs* 
and  Bultpuns  to  apprehend  aud  put  to  labour  all  vagubonda  and 
«tnrdy  beggars. 

In  his  lustituto  of  the  Law  of  Scotland,  Mr.  John  Engine,  so 
t<il6  aa  the  year  1773,  lays  down  that  "colliers,  coal -bearers, 
Biilt«r«,  and  other  wiirkracn  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of 
Collieries  and  milt  works  arc  by  the  law  itaelf,  without  any  pactiou, 
bound,  merely  by  their  entering  upon  work  in  a  colliery  or  &aU 
^Banuiactory,  to  the  perpetual  service  thereof ;  and  if  the  owuor 

U  or  alien  the  gi-ound  upon  whieh  the  work*  stand,  the  right 
of  the  eerrio©  of  these  collierii,  salters,  &c.,  passes  over  to  the 
purchaser,  oA/undo  anaejum  without  any  express  grant." 

In  the  year  1743  there  oppeurs  to  have  been  a  disposition 
SDumg  the  bondsmen  of  tbo  coal-mines  in  Fife  and  Luihian  to 
esnert  their  freedom.  Fifteen  men  who  worked  in  the  Gilmerion 
{sul-works  having  abtientud  thumselvon  in  October  and  gone  to 
work  at  other  collieries,  their  inu&tor.  Sir  John  Baird,  of  Ncw- 
byth,  advertised  them,  so  that  no  other  muster  might  break  the 
Act  of  Parliament  by  entertaining  them,  and  also  that  the  deserters 
light  be  secured.  In  the  same  year,  the  Marquis  of  Lothian 
had  to  complain  of  three  boys  who  ran  away  from  his  colliery  at 
^'ewhattlc,  and  took  refuge  amongbt  the  people  of  another  eHtut«. 
The  restraints  upon  the  personal  freedom  of  salters  and  colliers — • 
remains  of  the  villainage  of  the  Middle  Ages — were  not  put  an 
end  to  till  1775,  when  a  Statute  (15  Geo.  III.,  c.  28)  extinguished 
them.  In  the  year  1820,  an  old  man  explained  how  ho  came  into  a 
partioular  port  of  the  country,  by  saying  that  the  father  of  his  in- 
terrogator took  a  liking  to  him,  and  that  his  then  master  took  a 
fancy  to  a  very  nice  pony  belonging  to  the  father ;  so  they  agreed 
on  the  subject,  and  he  irm  niffertii^  away  for  the  pony.     Xha 

*  C!M^A«uj^,  from&«t4j^aonig,  preci|H(%  IceLhAujrr,  amnaml.  CMl-h^gk, 
aeoal-nWL  t  Nijffr,  to  extlianjc*. 
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short  been    a   dave,   and  vas   exchanged   for    a 


man    hud   in 

pony-* 

In  the  year  1606,  George,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  hi»  Majesty 'g  Com- 
misaioner  for  ordering  the  Borders,  took  nucb  a  course  with  the 
brukeii  men  and  uornerB  (there),  that,  in  two  justiciary  courta 
balden  by  htm,  be  condemned  and  canned  hang  above  a  buudrod 
and  forty  of  the  lumbletft  and  roost  powerful  thieves  in  all  the 
Borders,  and  fully  reduced  the  other  iuhubitauta  tUcro  to  the 
obedience  of  his  Mjijeuty's  laws.f 

This  happy  state  of  things  did  not,  however,  last  long.  In  the 
year  IG09  a  representation  went  up  to  the  King  from  the  well- 
dtspoftcd  inhabitants  of  the  Borders,  which  says,  "The  tbicvoa  are 
like  the  boasta  of  the  tield.  Lord  Dunbur  being  now  gone  with 
bis  justice-courts,  they  are  returned  to  tboir  old  evil  coiirsBfl,  and 
tbore  18  nothing  which  they  will  not  attempt.  Wild  incests, 
adultories,  convocations  of  lieges,  shootiofj,  and  wearing  of  hag- 
biila,  pistoleta,  and  lances,  daily  bloodsheds,  ojjpression  and  disobe- 
dience in  civil  matters,  neither  are  nor  has  boon  punished  .... 
there  is  no  mona  account  made  of  going  to  the  horn  than  to  the 
ule-hoiisc.  If  diligent  spjiruli  were  made  ....  there  would  be 
found  ane  grit  number  of  idle  people,  without  any  calling,  indua- 
try,  or  lawful  means  to  live  by,  except  it  be  upon  the  blood  of  the 
poore»t  aud  most  obedient  sort." 

In  IG09,  by  tbe  aOtb  Statute,  vagabonds,  somcrs,  and  common 
thieves,  comnionly  called  Kgypliaos,  are  ordered  to  quit  the 
kingdom  by  the  1st  of  August;  those  who  return  or  who  remain 
after  that  date  are  to  be  executed  as  common,  notorious,  and  con- 
demned  thieves. 

As  to  gypnies  or  Egyptians,  so  infallible  wa«  deemed  the  pre- 
sumption that  they  must  necessarily  be  by  habit  and  repute 
thieves,  that  by  thi.'i  Act  they  are  declared  liable  to  be  put  to 
doath,  merely  on  its  being  proved  that  thi^y  arc  Egyptians,  with* 
out  any  ovidenoe  of  their  having  committed  a  specific  crime. 

In  the  year  1M12  some  of  the  principal  Border  gentlemen  had  a 
meeting  at  Jedburgh,  with  a  view  to  make  a  tinal  and  decisive 
effort  for  stopping  that  system  of  blood  and  robbery  by  which  the 
land  had  been  so  long  harassed,  even  to  tho  causing  of  several 
valmiblc  lauds  to  bo  left  altogether  desolate.  They  entered  into 
a  sort  of  bond,  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  all  tho  ordinary 
•  R.  Ltutmbern.  f  Sir  Jamu  ftdrcnir. 
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Tioloncen,  and  agreeing;  thcncoforth  to  nhexv  no  counteniiiice  to 
unj  lawlcM  porfton<i,  but  to  stani  firm  with  the  govemmeat  id 
putting  them  down.* 

Am   Act  of  I'rivy  Council    against   beggars.   March  5,    lOlQ, 
deecribes  Edinburgh  as  infested  with  them — "  Strang   und  iiUu 
^Tagabonds"—  "having  their  resets  in  some  parts  of  the  Cowgalo, 
the  Canongnte.  Potterrow.    West  Port,   Pleasauco   (and)  Loith 
Wynd,  where  tbey  ordinarily  convent  every  night,  and  puBS  tbcjr 
time  in  oU  kind  of  riot  and  filthy  lechery,  to  the  oBbnco  and  dis- 
pleasure of  God."     By  day,  tbey  are  said  to  prcRcnt  themselves 
in  great  companies  on  the  principal  streets.     Numbers  of  Ihuin 
*'  Uo  all  day  on  the  causey  of  the  Canongalc,  and  wiih  abutneful 
exclamations  and  crying,  not  only  extort  abnous,  but  by  their 
other  misbehaviour  faaheat  and  wcarica   as  weol  bis  majesty's 
nobility  and  cnunciUon!,  ofiotbcra  bia  majesty's  subjects  ri^pairiiig 
to  ihia  burgb  ;  sue  that  hardly  ony  man  of  wbatsomever  qimlity 
can  walk  upon  the  streets,  nor  yet  stand  and  confer  upon  the 
i. Streets,  nor  under  stuirs,  but  they  uro  impi'sbit  t  by  numherA  of 
llw^^ara."      The  Council   therefore  ordered  the   magnstnite!)  of 
Edinburgh  and  Canongato  to  get  (hcso  wnHched  people  espelled 
from  their  respective  bounds,  ami  suffer  them  no  longer  to  seek 
!  alms  on  the  streets.     In  like  manner,  they  commanded  that  "  the 
[laird  of  Innerleith  and  his  bailies  cause  tbeir  streets  and  venncis  ^ 
'to  be  kept  free  of  beggars  ;  "  as  also,  that  "  Mr.  Putrick  llanna- 
tyiio  and  Mr.  Umpbra  Uleenseillis  remove  the  haill  beggnm  out 
of  thoir  houses  at  the  foot  of  Leith  "Wynd,  and  suffer  nano  to 
Flare  residence,  beild,  or  reset  there."     AU  this  under  threat  of 
peviinial  flnee. 

Dec.  lu  anticipation  of  the  Kiug's  visit,  it  now  became  nooes- 

'  aary  to  repeat  the  above  orders.  "  be-cautto  it  is  like  enough  that 

when  his  majesty  cornea  to  this  country  next  aumiuer,  they  will 

follow   biu  court,   to   the  great   discredit   and   disgraoe   of    the 

country." 

In  those  days,  the  wretched  and  the  insane  went  freely  about 
the  highways  and  thoroughfares,  a  constant  source  of  annoyance, 
disgust,  and  oven  terror.|| 

'  R.  Chamber*. 

♦  Foih,  la  tmuble,  to  molMt,     Vr.  fithtr. 

Z  Ani/««ft,  to  liiijrlcr,  til  |in'v>'nl.      \rT.rmpfcher. 

^   Vatnti,  an  alley,  a  lane.     Fr.  rtnelU. 

f  U.  Cliaailwni. 
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Tn  the  year  1017  an  enactment  was  passed,  c.  8, ''anent  tlx 
Justicefl  fur  Keoping  of  tlio  King's  Kujesty's  peace  and  their 
constables."'  S.  7  orders  justices  of  peace  to  put  in  execution  tho 
Acte  against  wi!fnl  beggars  and  vagahonds,  solitary*  and  idle  men 
and  women  without  calling  or  trade  lurking  in  alehouses,  tied  to  no 
certain  services,  and  reputed  and  held  as  vagabonds,  and  against 
persona  who  are  commonly  called  "  Fg^-ptians."  S.  1 1  enjoins 
upon  Hostlers*  not  to  receive  maslcrless  men,  rebels  at  the  honi.t 
vagabonds  or  other  persons  guilty  of  known  crime-<),  under  a 
penalty  of  forty  shillings  for  the  first  f«\ilt,  four  pounds  for  the 
second,  and  ten  merks  for  the  third  together  with  the  loss  of 
liberty  of  brewing.  Justices  of  the  peacu  aro  to  pursue  aiid  fine 
such  dcliuqueiifs.  $>S.  5  aud  6  of  the  part  "  auent  constables," 
order  cuustablcs  to  arrost  all  vaguUoud»>,  sturdy  beggars  and 
Egyptians,  aud  all  idlu  persons  whom  they  kuow  to  have  no  means 
to  live  upon  and  will  not  take  themselves  to  any  labour,  trade,  or 
(Kcup^itiou,  and  carry  ibcm  before  a  Commissioner  of  Peace  for 
judgment  aud  punishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  additional  asc^i^lunco  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  w]io  by  this  Act  are  instructed,  to  put  the  Acts  of 
i'arlinmcnt  into  duo  and  full  execution  against  vagabonds,  and  to 
punish  and  tine  their  receptors  and  setters  of  houses  to  them,  tho 
very  next  Statute,  ICI7,  c.  10,  seta  out  with  narrating  that  "  the 
number  of  the  saidio  beggaris  bathe  duylie  incresced  more  and 
more,"  and  that  tho  evil  arose  from  not  educating  tho  children  of 
poor  parents  in  habits  of  industry,  with  a  view  to  cifect  which,  it 
models  into  a  more  complete  form  tho  system  of  temporary  slavery 
introduced  by  the  preceding  Acts. 

At  the  commencement  of  tho  reign  of  Charles  I.,  in  1625,  a 
missive  from  the  King  is  enrolled  stating  "  that  he  understands 
that  the  laws  ngain.4t  beggars  are  not  properly  enforced,  and  that 
n«  he  is  coming  to  Scotland  shortly  to  be  crowned  he  commands 
the  former  Acts  to  be  put  in  execution." 

•  Huttltr,  (ut  inn-keeper.     Old  Pr.  AajWier. 

t  To  pul  lo  tha  Juim,  to  iloni^iinec  Ua  a  rcb«)  ;  to  oitlluir  s  pertuin  for  not 
aupcuiii^  ia  the  court  to  whioh  ti«  h  suuimoii«tl.  11ie  plim«e  oiiiiiiiaicd  fmiii 
1U«  itiHiiiier  ill  wliifli  II  pcTwin  wus  denounced  an  outlaw.  A  kiny'«  Di«aeen((er, 
lecally  eiiipowiMwI  lor  itie  purpoxp,  afkT  ollitr  fomialitic^,  gave  llirto  blast* 
wUh  n  Luni,  by  whicli  llie  )^>ei>oit  va»  umlemlood  to  be  prudniiiMKi  rebel  to 
Uic  king  for  cont«Dpt  of  his  nutliority,  mid  bin  movables  e»cheatcd  to  the 
kiiip'i!  use.    At  tiie  hvrn,  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  procbiuued  an 
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Id  1G30  oomplttiiit  is  mado  tUut  the  Acts  u^inst  beggvrd  are 
not  enforced,  aud  it  is  ordered  iha.i  penalltes  for  non-execution 
of  the  Acts  are  to  bo  enlorced  by  tliu  Sue-ret  Council. 

On  the  7th  September,  1  (1^9,  a  petition  by  the  General  A^8embIy 
aneiit  idle  beggars  is  presented  and  remitted  U)  :l  eommittei!.  On 
the  I3tb  September  this  committee  are  ordered  ti)  give  in  their 
overlures.  On  the  lat  October  it  is  noted  timt  the  Act,  "that 
all  vagabond  knaves  without  pusses  bo  apprehended,"  is  dclaved. 

In  1641,  by  Statute  100,  the  Commisaioners  for  mannfiiotorics 
are  to  appoint  oorreetion  houses  for  the  restraint  of  idio  and 
mewterlen  beggnra ;  masterlcsa  men  are  to  be  compelled  to  woilt 
at  naDufaotories  at  auch  reasonable  rates  as  the  Commissioners 
shall  appoint.  In  the  Bame  year  the  Commissioners  of  the  Kirk 
petition  that  order  may  be  taken  with  sturdy  bcgfjara,  Ej^yptians, 
and  vagabond.'?,  and  a  solid  course  bo  laid  down  for  removing  llie 
horrible  villiinics  committed  by  such  persons. 

By  e.  200  of  the  year  164G  the  Acts  and  Articles  Ur  the 
erection  and  encouragement  of  roaimfuetorics  arc  ratiBcd  an  being 
the  best  ways  and  means  of  restrtuning  idle  and  sturdy  beggars 
and  niut«rlcs8  vagabonds,  who  are  a  burden  to  the  country. 

In  1647,  by  C.34I,  tho  procurators  of  state  are  directed  to  con- 
sider all  the  Acta  of  Parliament  relating  to  idle  and  sturdy  beggars 
and  gypues,  and  to  report  ti>  tho  next  session  what  is  further 
necessary  to  bo  done  to  tiiuke  these  Acta  cQcutual. 

The  next  Act  calling  for  notice  is  c  161  of  1649,  styled  an  Act 
of  Charles  11.  It  orders  all  uble-bodiod  beggars  to  be  eonipelknl 
to  work,  and  bogging  to  be  punished  as  directcil  in  tormer  ArtK, 
PonoDs  supplying  or  receiving  beggars  are  to  pay  five  poniids 
towards  llic  maintenance  of  the  poor.  Stuwly  beggars  are  to  bo 
aent  homo  to  their  own  parishes. 

The  succeeding  Actsare  stated  tobe  "  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  (he 
Government."  The  JHh  Statute  of  1655  orders  the  conimifisioncM 
of  the  peace  to  put  in  execution  the  laws  against  the  clasees 
described  in  1017,  c.  7,  8.  7.  By  the  13th  Statute  of  this  year, 
innkeepers  op  **  hoastlers  "  receiving  masterleea  men  or  Tagaborids 
or  persons  guilty  of  kuown  crimes  arc  to  be  fined  forty  BhiUing^ 
for  the  first  offence,  four  pounds  for  the  second,  end  ten  merks 
for  the  third,  together  with  the  loss  of  their  license.  Constables 
are  to  aixest  all  vagabonds,  sturdy  beggars,  and  Egyptians.  Each 
pArish  is  ordered  to  maintain  its  own  poor,  so  that  none  go  begging 
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to  the  Bcandnl  of  the  Christian  roligion.  Hlostcrlesa  idle  vaga- 
bouth  and  robbers  arc  to  be  apprcbcDflcd  and  transported  to  the 
WcBC  Indies  and  eUowhorc.  Such  TogaboodB  hto  to  bo  main- 
tained by  tho  ]>ttrishc«  whore  they  hove  been  apprehended  until 
they  are  tratiA[)orted.  lAxta  of  idle  masterloss  vagabonds  and 
robbers  arc  to  be  p^iven  in  from  time  to  time  to  the  Governors  of 
Inverlnchy  and  Tnvemofts,  and  to  the  Commundcr-in-Chief  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Forth. 

The  next  Act,  passed  in  1656,  is  a  counterpart  of  the  Knglish 
Act  of  the  Mimo  year.  It  eniictJD  that  "  ull  idlo  loose  and  dissolute 
persons  found  wandering  uftor  the  tirst  of  July  are  declared  to  bo 
Hogucs,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy  Beggars,  and  punishable  as 
such  under  39  Eliz.,  c.  4.  Fidlers  or  Minstrels  playing  in  any 
Tnn,  Alehouse  or  Tavern  are  to  be  punii>hed  as  Rogues  and 
Vagabonds." 

The  first  Act  after  the  accession  of  Charles  IT.  (16fil,  c.  276) 
has  for  its  object  the  employment  of  vagabonds.  Persons  are  to 
be  appointed  in  each  parish  to  instruct  poor  children,  vagabonds, 
and  other  idlers  to  fine  and  mix  wool,  spin  worsted,  and  knit 
stockings.  By  c.  3^8  tho  commissioners  of  the  peace  are  again 
ordered  as  in  IB5o  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  against  the  classes 
described  in  1(517,  c.  7,b.  7.  "  HostlerB*'  are  forbidden  to  receive 
mat>ter]c«s  men,  rebels  "  at  the  horn,"  vagiibonds,  or  other  persons 
guilty  of  known  crimes  under  the  penalties  set  forth  iu  1655, 
c.  1!),  and  conntables  are  iigiun  instructed  to  arrest  all  vagabonds, 
slunly  heggurs,  and  Kgyptiaus. 

By  the  next  Act,  16ti8,  o.  52,  which  recites  and  ratiBes  o.  74  of  the 
sixth  Farliunient,  u.  2()Sof  the  Hftecnth  Parliament,  and  c.  10  of 
tho  twenty-second  Parliament,  all  of  the  reign  of  James  VI.,  power 
is  given  to  persons  or  societies  haWng  manufactories  to  seize  all 
vagabonds  and  idle  persons,  and  employ  them  as  they  shall  aee  fit, 
"  the  sume  being  done  with  tho  advice  of  the  respective  Hagis- 
trats  of  the  place  whcr  they  shall  be  seized  upon."  And  to 
induce  the  societies  and  manufacturers  to  employ  these  persons, 
it  is  enacted    thiit   they   shall   have  right  to  their  service  for 

ren  years  wilhont  paying  them  any  wages,  giving  them  meal 

and  clothes  only  ;  and  besides  this,  that  they  shall  receive  from 

the  parish   for  the  persons  so  employed  by  them  two  shillings 

Scots*  per  day  for  each  person  during   the  first  year  after  bis 

*  l£<)Qivalent  to  2d.  EnKUali. 
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apprehension,  and  one  shilling  per  day  for  the  next  throe  yeurs, 
when  the  allowunce  to  be  paid  by  the  ptirish  is  to  cense. 

In  the  months  of  Juniinry  and  February,  1H<)4,  there  were 
many  robberies  throughout  the  country,  and  even  in  the  streets 
And  closes  of  Kdinbur^b,  occasioned  by  the  poverty  of  the  Und 
and  heavy  burdens  preising'  on  the  people  ;  "  the  hnill  money  of 
the  kingdom  being  spent  by  the  freq^uent  resort  of  our  Scotsmen 
at  the  court  of  England."  * 

The  next  Act,  1072,  c.  42,  for  establishing  correction  houses 
for  idle  beggars  and  vagabonds,  like  all  which  preceded  it,  com- 
plains of  the  iuefEciency  of  former  enactments,  and  ordains  the 
magistrate!}  of  certuin  burghs  to  build  suificieut  correction  houses 
wilhiu  a  certain  period  for  receiving  uud  entertainiug  of  the 
beggar.';,  Tugab'.>iidei,  and  idle  persons  within  the  burghs,  and  such 
as  shall  be  sent  to  them. 

If  the  contributions  of  the  parish  kirk  are  not  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  poor,  the  ministers,  elders,  iScc.,  are  to  provide  them 
with  a  badge  or  ticket  to  beg  in  their  own  parish  only.  Coal- 
masters,  salt-masters,  and  others  who  have  manufactories  are 
authorised  io  seize  Togubonds  and  beggars  and  put  them  to  work, 
and  ore  to  have  the  same  power  of  correcting  thorn  as  masters  of 
correction  houses. 

In  April,  16S:!,  "at  the  funeral  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  at 
Haddington,  while  the  nsual  dole  of  money  was  distributing 
among  the  beggars,  one,  named  Bell,  stubbed  another.  He  was 
:ipprchcndcd,  and  neverul  stolen  things  found  on  him;  and, 
he  being  mode  to  touch  the  eorpsc,  the  wound  bled  afrorih. 
The  town  of  Haddington,  who  it  seema  have  u  sheriff's  power, 
judged  him  presently,  and  banged  him  over  the  bridge  next 
day." 

In  the  reign  of  James  VII.,  by  c.  22  of  the  year  IGRO,  the 
magistnitee  of  Edinburgh  are  ordered  to  lay  down  effectual  ways 
for  freeing  and  purging  the  etn-eto,  wpida^t  and  closes  of  the 
numerous  beggars  whieh  repair  iu  and  about  thera,  under  pain 
pf  1,000  pounds  Scots  yearly. 

Three  Statutes  relative  to  the  poor,  1696,  c.  74,  IGOfi,  c.  29, 
and  1()98,  c.  40,  merely  contaia  direclions  forcarryiug  the  former 
Acts  (which  are  thereby  ratified)  into  more  rigorous  c.'cocutioii, 
gnuit  power  for  that  purpose  to  the  Prin'  Council,  and  rati[y 
•  Nk-4il].  t  ICyj!'/,  B  narfuv  liuie. 


338 


VAGRANTS  AND  VAGTi-OJCV, 


their  iirocLimutions.     My  c.  ()4  of  IGBO,  idle,  loose,  and  vaga- 
bond poraona  aro  to  bo  corapcUed  to  serve  as  soldiers. 

Tlieso  proclamationa  wore  issued,  in  consequence  of  the  distress 
oceaKioncd  bj  a  succession  of  bod  harvests  for  several  years, 
thence  culled  "the  seven  ill  ycura."  The  first  proclamation 
(Aug-.  II,  1692)  miikcs  provision  for  the  tmnsniiasion  of  bcgg-tira 
io  their  own  pBriithcfl,  and  imposes  fines  on  persons  giving  alms 
to  bep^iirs  beyond  their  piiritili.  The  second  proclamation  (Aug. 
21),  HiD^t)  renews  the  directions  as  to  beggars  repairing  to  their 
own  pai-ijthes  under  ptiin  of  being  imprisoned  as  vagabonds,  and 
fed  on  bread  and  water  for  a  month.  By  the  third  proclamation 
(July  ;il,  1G:)4)  power  is  given  to  the  sheriffii,  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  magistnites  of  bui^bs,  to  impose  fines  on  all  persons 
not  obeying  and  carrying  into  execution  tho  several  Acts  and 
proclamations  relative  to  the  poor. 

By  c.  2(i  of  ItiOH,  sheriffs  are  again  ordered  to  cause  vaga- 
bonds to  be  seized  fur  aervice  in  the  army. 

J/r.  liobnt  Clximbos  remarks  nothing,  in  the  former  state  of 
the  country.  Is  more  remarkable  in  contraat  with  the  present, 
than  the  miserahle  poverty  of  the  national  Kxchetpier.  The  most 
trivial  fumlinbiuge  for  Ibe  troops  and  garrisons  remained  long 
unpaid,  and  became  matter  of  consideration  fur  the  Lords  of  the 
Privy  Council.  A  town  where  a  regiment  bud  lain,  Was  usually 
left  in  tt  state  of  desolation  from  unpaid  debt,  and  to  make  known 
its  misery  in  the  same  quarter  with  but  small  cliance  of  redi«8s 

In  fho  year  1700  overtures  for  providing  the  poor  and  repress- 
ing beggars  are  remitted  t«  the  committee  for  security  to  bring 
in  an  Act.  This  is  followed  by  a  petition  from  Roxburgh  that 
the  laws  already  made  be  put  in  execution  for  maintaining  the 
poor  in  ilk  shire  and  restraining  idle  and  vagrant  persons.  The 
lust  Act  passed  in  1701  rotiBea  the  Acts  for  maintaining  the  poor 
and  repressing  beggars.  It  orders  hcretors*  to  proWde  and  Iny 
down  rules  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  to  appoint  such 
rules  and  methods  as  they  shall  find  most  ctfoctual  fur  keeping 
vagrant  beggars  out  of  the  pariah. 

Aixfrne  Fletcher  of  i^wiltoun,  in  his  "Second  Discourse  oon- 
cerniug  the  Affairs  of  Scotland,"  thus  speaks  of  the  poijr  at  this 
pcriud. 

"There  are  at  this  day  (1098)  in  Scotland  (besides  a  great 
*  Htriloiur,  a  j-Djirictor  cir  liuidliuldtir  iu  ii  [Hiri»h. 
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number  of  families  very  meanly  provided  tor  by  tLe  Church -box  u5, 
witli  other:*),  who  by  livinf*  upon  bad  Food,  i'iill  into  various  diK- 
eatca)  200000  People  bogging  from  door  to  door.  These  are  not 
only  no  way  Hdvantagetjus,  but  u  very  grievous  burden  to  so  pcwr 
a  Country.  And.  tho  the  Jiumber  of  tliern  be  perhaps  double  1o 
what  ia  formerly,*  by  reason  of  tbid  present  great  distress,  yot  in 
aU  times  there  have  bin  about  lODOOO  of  tboae  Vagabonds,  who 
have  lived  witliout  any  regard  or  subjection  either  to  the  Laws  of 
the  Land,  or  even  tboso  oi  Uod  and  Is'iiture  ;  fathers  inceatuously 
Bcoompanying  with  their  own  Daughters,  the  Son  with  the  Mother, 
and  the  Brother  with  the  Sister.  No  Magistrate  could  ever  dis- 
cover, or  bo  informed  which  way  one  in  q  hundred  of  these 
wretchcH  died,  or  that  ovor  ihcy  wcro  baptized.t  Many  murdwrd 
have  bin  diseovorcd  among  them ;  and  thoy  are  not  only  a  most 
umspeakablo  oppcosHioii  to  poor  Tenants  (who,  if  they  give  not 
llriMu),  or  some  kind  of  Provision,  to  perhaps  forty  such  Yillaiua  iu 
one  day,  are  sure  to  be  insulted  by  them),  but  they  rob  many  poor 
People  who  live  in  Houses  dttttanc  from  any  Neighbourhood.  In 
years  of  Plenty,  many  fehousands  of  them  meet  together  in  the 
Jlountnin^.  when?  T.hey  f«i9t  and  riot  for  many  dfiys;  and  at 
itjuntry  Weddings,  Mitrkcta,  Burials,  and  other  tho  like  public 
occasions,  they  are  to  be  seen  both  Men  and  Women,  perpotually 
drunk,  cursing,  ILasphemiog,  and  fighting  together.  .  .  .  And 
for  example  and  terror  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  most  notririoiw 
of  those  villains  which  we  call  JockysiJ  might  be  presented  by 
the  Government  to  the  State  of  Venice,  to  serve  in  their  Gallioa 
aguinst  the  common  enemy  of  Christendom.  .  .  .  And  the  High- 
lands  are  such  a  vast  and  unsearchable  retreat  for  them,  .that  if 
strict  and  severe  order  he  not  taken  to  prevent  it,  upon  such  an 
occasion  these  Vagabonds  will  only  rob  as  much  food  as  they  can 
out  of  the  Low-countrj',  and  retire  to  live  upon  it  in  those  Moun- 
tains, or  run  into  England  till  they  think  the  storm  of  our  resolu- 
tions is  over.  .  .  .  This  part  of  tho  Country  being  an  inex- 
haustible source  of  Beggers,  has  always  broku  ull  our  moasure-i 
relaling  to  them." 

Ou  tho  aoth  of  March,  17'2ii,  Alexander,  ninth  Eurl  of  EgUu- 

*  As  nn  op^ioacnt  to  the  Union,  Fletctier  wiw  Ixiatid  to  make  tho  best  of 
fomiL'r  tinips. 

t  'Jliis  naembles  the  4lescrij>lir)n  oCwnnduriiiK  pfrt»>i*  in  E^uglamt  in  llib 
DitvciirifiM  rtl  C^inrltvt  I.  "  wlio  live  like  iwlvnp-d.'     Si;e  (t,  154. 

I  Jwlif,  a  aune  formerly-  (;iven  m  Scotlontl  lo  a  tUollinjt  minstrel. 
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tovD,  «u  btuud  in  the  fiunily  tomb  in  the  wont  coontry^  wiUi  tlie 
jmnie  proper  to  hia  nnk,  accordiog  to  the  idooB  of  0x6  age.  One 
iWtare  of  the  ceninoniitt  wm  oonaidered  m  peculiar  that  the 
Calrftouuin  Mrretiry  tnuken  a  paragraph  of  U  alone.  "  There  were 
brtwcrf)  nine  hundred  and  n  thoitfiund  boggiars  as»mbl«d,  many 
of  whom  came  over  from  Ireland,  who  had  il^O  of  that  noble* 
man'*  charity  diatributed  nmon^t  them."  ' 

Until  the  cIoMOof  the  eighteenth  century,  according  to  Pr^<'.Mor 
Kndir,  "  the  agriculture  of  Scotland  wae  ut  a  very  low  ebb.  The 
ftrodiil  ayatem  of  land  tenure,  wbioh  was  introduced  into  Scotland 
nbout  the  olerenth  or  twelfth  century  and  continued  in  existence 
five  or  nil  Imndrod  yt-ar*",  was  a  formidable  bnrrler  to  improve- 
ment in  agriculture.  The  totiants  held  their  laucla  on  the  condt- 
tioD  that  they  ahould  be  ready  to  fulluw  their  hiadlord  to  the 
field  whenever  he  retiuiri'd  their  services  ;  and  aa  peace  waa  never 
of  long  duration  in  (liuae  duya  of  foreign  war  and  intestine  feud, 
the  tillers  of  the  eoil  were  liable  ut  any  niument  to  be  summoned 
to  the  Bold.  In  theiw  uirL-umstaucca,  evuu  though  they  bud  poa- 
Bcseed  the  doirc  tu  improve  their  small  patches  of  ground,  which 
few  of  them  did,  they  had  little  or  uu  encuurugenient  or  oppor- 
tnoity  to  do  eo.  The  crops  too,  were  often  deatroyod  by  Iho 
English  invaders,  or  rendered  comparatively  worthless  by  incle- 
ment weiiiher. 

"  The  agricultural  olussea  in  Scotland  until  the  present  century 
were  alwnya  so  closely  on  the  brink  of  poverty,  that  any  failure  of 
crops  at  once  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  starvation.  Throoghout 
tho  vholo  course  of  tho  history  of  Scotland  periodical  famines 
decimated  the  peoplo." 

Mr.  Itofn-rl  ChiimttiTa  observes  "  there  woe  a  great  amount  of 
hospitality  in  tliOHO  old  times,  tho  poverty  had  1cm  effect  on  the 
entertainments  of  the  higher  classes  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. AVhut  hL'l|k'd  tho  gentlefolks  in  Uiis  respect  was  the  cus- 
tom of  receiving  considerable  payments  from  their  tenants  in  lind.'* 

In  tho  yt<ar  i7ll<)  ilie  Qfntltvum'i  JtftiyatiMt  ^vm  tho  following 
occuuut  of  jxfverty  in  Scotland : — 

"In>'eruea«,  to  a  very  disire««iDg  degree,  aboonda  in  common 
beggars.  We  had  remarked  the  same  circumstance  in  almost  all 
the  towns  wo  hud  passed  through  in  coming  hither  from  the 
Tweed,  awl  had  imputed  it,  probably,  to  its  true  causes,  the  dcfi- 

*  Sir  Jfhn  Lautler. 
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oiency  of  agricultuntl  employments  and  the  want  of  manufactiirern, 
to  fuminh  subsit^tenoo  to  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  ji)in<>d  with 
the  total  abHitico  of  all  provisionary  laws,  cO'tiipi^lliiig',  an  in 
KngUnd,  every  Parish  to  tuke  care  of  and  support  ita  poor.  To 
theao  causes  might  be  added  those  impolitic  soveritiosi,  and  that 
thriftless  thirst  of  wealth,  hy  which,  whilst  many  a  wretch  ha^ 
been  driven  to  the  uncortiiin  miseries  of  emi;7ration,  others,  ding- 
Ling  perhaps  to  un  ungrateful  soil,  or  despiiiring  to  hetter  their 
fcondition  by  flying  from  it,  have  remained  to  certain  misery,  and 
a  lingering  deuth  ut  home." 

A  little  later  wo  get  a  graphic  picture  of  the  condition  of 
matter*  in  the  "  llisJorj-  of  Pceblcsshiro,"  by  William  Chambi-'ra. 

"ActA  of  kindness  to  poor  people  nro  very  frequent  in  the 
town-books.  For  example,  Juno  2S,  1803,  the  council  having 
hoard  '  that  ^yidow  Henderson  at  AVhinnyknowe  hut  got  two 
houses  totally  brunt,  agree  to  give  her  Aparn  for  rooEng  the  houees 
from  the  town's^  plantation.' 

*'  There  was  need  fnr  these  small  benevolences.  At  this  and  u 
later  time,  the  parochial  succour  to  the  poor  was  on  that  niggardly 
footing  which  at  length  provoked  the  eatubliahment  of  the  new 
poor-law  syetoui.  Bomdes  ihn  native  [Hiverly,  too  modest  to  make 
itself  known,  mendicancy  of  every  kind  wto  titill  common — aggra- 
vated, indeed,  by  the  mibhups  of  the  war.  Old  soldiera  with 
wooden  legs,  &ud  blinded  of  an  eye,  from  iho  campaign  in  Kgypt ; 
suitors  tritb  one  arm,  and  long  queues  hanging  down  their  backs, 
who  were  always  mngtng  balludH  abnut  Lord  iS'elHon  and  his  mar- 
vellous battles ;  houseless  noudobcripts  carrying  wallets  for  an 
'  uwmous '  of  meal ;  blue  gowns,  who  presented  themselves  with 
professional  confidence  ;  and  real  or  tifTectedly  lume  aged  women, 
who  were  carried  about  oq  hand-barrows  from  door  to  door,  were 
all  a  pest  to  the  community,  and  continued  their  perumhulationa 
in  de&onco  of  a  functionary,  designated  the  '  beggur-catcher,'  who 
was  specially  appointed  for  thoir  suppression.  Faaten'a  E'en  and 
Beltane  Fairs,  at  which  there  was  still  a  oonaidcrablo  concourse, 
usually  attracted  fresh  groups  of  mendicants,  who  arrived  from 
Edinburgh  along  with  the  shows,  and  the  gingerbread  and  wheel- 
of-fortuue  ineit.  ....  Ilesides  these  mendicunis  and  peripatetic 
miustreU,  natural  idiots,  or  'daft  folk,'  as  they  were  called, 
haunted  the  town  and  euuuty,  some  harmless  and  amusing, 
and  others  viciuut  and  troublesome." 
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VujjT'uicy  in  Scotland  does  not  uppcor  to  hare  been  uireut«<l  to 
any  material  extent  by  the  rc^tdittiun  of  the  rate  of  wages — pro- 
bably owing  to  the  fact  that  tbc  lubuuring  population  was  neaHy 
always  in  excess  of  tbc  requirements  of  the  soil. 

Tbe  first  Statutes  appear  to  be  directed  only  against  artificers 
and  idlers. 

Under  James  I.  tbe  aldermen  and  town  councils  are  to  6x 
the  waf*c8  of  crafltamen  (142t>,  c.  'i,  4).  Under  Jamri  tV.  crafts- 
men, such  as  niBfons,  wrigbt«,  and  others,  making  rules  for  pay- 
ment of  wages  on  holidays  are  to  bo  indicted  as  common  oppressors 
(HDIi,  c.  H).  Tdle  able-bodied  men  are  to  be  compelled  to  serro 
for  wages  as  nnilors  in  ships  or  boatA  (basses)  suitable  for  tbe 
tuking  of  grejii  fish,  or  to  be  banished  from  the  bargb  (1493, 
c.  20).  Craftsmen  taking  exorbitant  prices  are  to  be  punished  by 
taking  one  unlaw  *  for  the  first  lime,  one  unlaw  and  the  forfeitnre 
of  the  stuff  that  is  exorbitantly  sold  for  the  second  time,  and  the 
third  time  by  depriving  and  suspending  them  from  their  crufl 
(1490,  c.  0).  Under  Mnnj,  "  My  Ijord  tiovemor  and  three 
Estates  of  Parliament  regarding  the  exorbitant  prices  that  every 
craft«m«n  within  Burgh  raises  open  our  Sovereign  lady's  Lieges 
in  all  such  things  ittt  jiortuins  to  their  craft  so  that  the  prices  are 
doublud  and  treblvd  by  many  of  them  to  tbe  great  hurt  of  the 
said  liegvft,"  ordains  that  all  Provosts  aiul  Builiea  shall  ordain 
reauomtble  prices  {1551,  c.  18J,  Under  Jermri  VI.  actions  for 
servants'  wug^s  are  to  prescribe  f  in  three  years,  after  whteb  the 
debt  can  (Jidy  be  proved  hy  writ  or  oath  of  tbe  debtor  (1579,  c.  21). 

It  is  not  until  the  year  1(>17  that  any  need  seems  to  have  beett 
felt  for  lixiiig  the  rate  of  wages  by  authority.  In  that  year  it 
was  enacted  that  "Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  appoint  at  their 
quarter  sestiouH,  to  be  kept  in  August  and  February',  tbe  ordinary 
hire  and  wages  of  labourers,  workmen,  and  servauts ;  and  those 
who  elmll  refuse  to  serve  upon  the  prices  set  down  by  them,  shall 
^4ie  imprisoned  and  farther  punished  at  their  discretion,  and  the 

ltd  J  utittces  shall  have  power  to  decern  and  compel  tbe  masters 
to  miikc  payment  of  the  fees  appointed  by  their  ordinance  (I(>17. 
o.  iS,  t%.  14).  A  price  is  to  be  set  on  craftsmen's  work  and  upon 
the  'Urdinaris  of  Peniiye  brydellis,'  together  wiih  the  price  of 
shearers'  fees,  and  the  contraveners  are  to  be  punished  (s.  18)." 
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•  A  fiiiL*  DriiriK-priamtnt. 

I  A|)|<lie^l  Uj  pivpei-tv  wticn  1«ftt  I>y  Die  InpM  of  time. 
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The  ofTect  of  thia  uttempt  to  regulate  wages  wtm  speedily 
lade  evident  by  a  subsequent  SUitutti  (l(>'.fl,  c.  '21)  whicli  reciles 
i  '*  Our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Estates  of  ParlJameut  uiidtTotaud- 
ig  the  great  straits  and  necessities  whereunto  the  poor  Lubourerit 
>f  the  Ground  are  driven  and  cotialraine<l  espociixlly  by  the  fraud 
ind  molico  of  Servants  who  either  refuse  to  he  hired  without 
It  and  extrnordinurv  wages  promised  them  or  otherwise  hire 
flhcniselvp-9  only  from  MartinniaB  lo  Wliitsunday  after  the  which 
'term  of  Whitsunduy  they  cast  lliem  loose  of  purpose  and  in- 
tention to  make  their  gaiu  and  advantage  by  the  extraordinary 
Works  which  befall  in  thut  season  betwixt  Whitsunday  and  Mar- 
'  tinmas  such  as  coating  and  winning  of  petty  turves  faill  dovcttis* 
building  of  fold  dykes  t  shearing  in  the  harvest  for  doing  whereof 
they  know  Iho  said  husbandmen  who  have  necoSBarily  ado  there- 
with will  bo  forced  to  hire  them  at  daily  and  oulk]ieJ  wages 
and  auch  high  rate  as  they  pleuso  to  the  great  harm  of  the 
laborers  of  the  ground  and  all  bis  mnjcsty's  subjects.  For 
remedy  it  then  ordains  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  hired 
nervant  to  leave  his  master  at  the  terra  of  "Whitsunday  except  he 
is  able  to  verify  to  the  Justice  or  Constable  that  he  is  hired  to 
another  Master  from  Wbitsunday  to  M^artinmas  and  if  he  is  not 
then  it  shull  be  lawful  for  his  present  master  to  keep  and  detain 
him  from  Whitsunday  Ut  Martinmas  on  pnyment  to  hira  of  sucli 
wages  as  he  paid  to  him  before  and  if  the  servant  break  loose 
from  his  master  it  shall  he  Uwful  for  his  master  to  take  and 
apprehend  him  and  present  him  to  the  Constablo  or  Justice 
upon  the  ground  where  he  shall  be  found  who  shull  have  power 
to  compel  tho  servant  to  return  to  his  former  master  (if  it  be  found 
that  ho  be  mosterlesa  and  not  otherwise)  and  it  shall  he  lawful 
for  all  his  Majcstys  lieges  to  tako  apprehend  and  employ  in  their 
works  whatsoever  loose  and  masterlcss  men  and  woiueu  whom  they 
shall  find  within  their  own  bounds  and  tho  Juatices  and  Coii'^table 
stuill  have  |>owcr  to  force  and  compel  all  Ioobc  men  and  M-omeu  to 
herve  for  eorapctent  hire  and  wages." 

Under  Charles  I.,  in  1()<I0,  an  estimate  is  made  of  the  wages  of 
bcriing  6Khers.  The  wages  of  sixteen  men  in  every  ship  is  set 
down  at  £7-1  for  four  months.  In  1639  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Aatembly  are  ordered  to  inquire  into  the  instructions  given  to 


*  Tliiii  fliit  liirvw  iiinl  cI'hIm  ciivltikI  niUi  gnu«. 
f  WulU  built  firxKU  or  turvex. 
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justices  to  dcEil  with  wag<e8.  la  IC41  the  Commiutouen)  fur  Manu' 
factories  are  ordered  to  set  maBterleus  beggars  to  work  at  imcU 
roaeonabk*  rates  us  tbey  shall  appoiut,  c.  100,  In  the  name  year  the 
maximum  wn^es  of  collierB  are  fixed  at  twenty  merks  a  year.  In 
IG5.1  the  Commissiuncrs  for  the  Peace  are  ordiTod  to  appoint  tho 
ordinary  hire  iind  wages  of  hibourers,  workmen,  and  eervauts, 
in  terms  identical  with  the  Act  1017,  c.  8,  s.  14. 

Under  Charles  II.,  it  ia  declared  not  to  be  lawful  "  for  any 
Coalmasters  to  give  any  greater  fee  than  the  sum  of  twenty  roerks 
in  fee  or  bountcth,  undor  any  colour  or  pretext,  and  because  the 
fiaid  coalhewers,  and  salters  and  other  Workmen  in  Coulheuglis,  do 
lie  from  their  work  at  I'aach,*  YiJc.t  M'hiusunday,  and  certain 
other  times  in  the  year  which  times  they  employ  in  drinking  and 
dcbuuchery.  It  is  therefore  ordained  that  the  said  Coalhewers, 
suiters,  and  other  workmen  in  the  Conlheughs,  work  all  the  six  dara 
in  the  week  except  the  time  of  Christmas,  under  the  pain  of  twenty 
shilling  scots  to  bo  paid  to  their  ma«tor,  for  every  day  failure  and 
other  punishment  of  their  bodies"  (16G1,  c.  3;13). 

In  1663  beggars  and  vagabonds  arc  ordered  to  work  in  mana- 
factorics  for  food  and  clothing  only  (c.  52). 

Modern  legislation  on  the  subject  of  adult  vagrancy  in  Scotland 
is  contained  within  the  brief  compass  of  three  Acts  of  Parliament. 
The  firRt  of  these,  the  8  &  9  Vic,  c.  83,  s.  70  (1840).  provides 
that  di'stiCuto  per»ons  arc  to  ho  relieved,  although  having  no 
selllement  iu  the  parish  to  which  they  apply. 

This  Act  draws  no  distinction  between  the  different  clnsses  of 
applications  for  relief,  but  lays  down  the  sumc  rule  for  dealing 
with  all  applicants,  whether  they  are  residents  in  the  parish  or  of 
the  vugrant  class.  A  great  source  of  nnitoyaiice  to  inspectors,  is 
theclusBof  beggars,  tramps,  and  packmen,  who,  arriving  at  night  in 
a  town,  try  to  get  a  bed  and  supper  at  the  oxpcnso  of  the  parish, 
and  lire  cff  next  morning.  As  to  these,  the  Board  of  SupervisioD  i 
has  observed  that  inspectors  may  do  much  to  repress  improper' 
opldicutions  for  relief  by  applying  the  statutory  rules  to  familios. 

The  loo  common  piactico  of  giving  to  every  vagrant  applicant 
a  ticket  to  a  jirivato  lodging-house  is  highly  objectionable,  even 
when  the  applicant  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  ia  nearly  as  objection- 
able  08  that  of  giving  a  sum  of  money  to  each. 

'  Eu^U-r.     A.S.  jiri»ehe,  Hell.  ;ir«ifA.  the  passoTrr. 
t  CliriKimss,  A.S.  ^h^J,  led.  y<t 
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)n  the  Mine  subject  the  Board  further  ohswrves  : — "It  ia  well 
Icnown  th;it  impysilion  13  fret|ueiitly  aud  in  various  ways  prac- 
tised by  applicauts-  Sometimes  itlnesa  ia  foignei  ;  at  other  timea 
dastitution  is  pretended,  although  tbo  appliamts  uro  possessed  of 
money  which  thoy  conceal ;  women  or  childi-ea  aro  frequently 
■ent  forward  to  niako  application,  and  roprcM^nt  themselves  us 
single  or  deserted,  us  the  cuae  may  be,  while  the  husband  or  father 
ia  at  hand  and  keeps  out  of  sight  racrely  for  the  purpose  of 
t^thcning  the  application.  Every  such  or  any  othor  instance 
of  detected  imposition  should  be  reported  to  tUo  police,  with  a 
riow  to  prosecution.  If  such  armngcmcitts  as  these  are  firmly 
and  judiciously  carried  through,  tho  Board  havo  no  duubt  that 
tho  number  of  applications  by  vagrants  will  bo  very  soon  rcduuod 
£0  their  proper  limits,  i.r.  to  thoso  In  which  tho  applicants  cither 
liaro  a  legal  ng-ht  to  relief  or  a  prima  facie  case  for  inquiry.  It 
is  fojireil  that  many  inspectors  gLvo  relief  to  vagrants  much  too 
easily."  * 

The  second,  the  Lindsay  Act,  25  &  23  Vic,  c.  101,  b.  331  (I8fi2), 
cmfwwers  "any  Constjible  to  apprehend  and    bring  before  tho 
Magistruto  all  PermmH  found  begging,  or  exposing  Wounds  or 
[Deformities,  or  exposing  Children  of  tender  age  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  or  placing  ihemselvos  or  otherwise  acting  so  us 
to  induce  or  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  giving  of  Alma,  and 
all  persons  conducting  themselves  as  vagrants,  having  no  fixed 
place  of  residence  and  no  lawful  means  of  gaining  their  liveli. 
liood  mihiD  the  Burgh,  aud  all  persons  who,  after  having  bi^ii 
invioted  of  vagrancy,  or  of  Housebreaking  or  Thi?ft,  are  found  in, 
an  of  any  Picklock,  Key,  Crow,  Jack,  Bit,  or  othor  Imple- 
Bient  usually  employed  iu  Houaehreukiiig,  or  who,  although  not 
previouisly  so  convicted,  are  found  iu  possession  of  any  auch  Imple- 
ment, or  of  any  lethal  weapon,  or  in  any  building  or  part  of  u  build- 
ing or  other  enclosed  space  for  any  unlawful  puri)OBe,  or  who,  after 
liaving  been  convicted  of  ilousebreukiug  or  Theft,  arc  found  in 
-any  public  or  private  street,  or  other  place,  with  Intent  to  commit 
any  Penal  or  Police  Offeaco,  or  in  possession  of  any  articlu  with- 
out being  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  their  possession 
thereof;  and  such  persona  upon  couviotion,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  for  any  period  not  exceeding  Thirty  Dayi^,  aud  for  a 
second  or  any  aubsoquent  offence  to  imprisonment  for  a  period  not 

•  Guthrie  Smith. 
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exceeding  ttixty  duyi* :  »n<l  any  money  or  article  found  upon  their 
perBons  inny  be  forfeited." 

The  third,  the  2«  &  23  Vic,  c.  56,  deals  with  vagrants,  and 
!»  etylcd  an  Act  to  provido  for  the  better  prorcntion  of  trespass  Ja 
ScylLnd  (1865), 

"  Porsuus  who  lodge  in  any  prcmisea  or  encamp  or  light  a  fire 
on  or  near  any  private  road  or  enclosed  lund,  without  the  coosent 
of  the  owner  or  occupier,  arc  for  a  firut  offence  liable  to  a  penalty 
not  exc4>edinf!;  twenty  shillings  or  fourteen  days'  imprisonment, 
find  for  u  f<ubsei|uciit  offence  to  u  penalty  not  exceeding  forty 
bhillingH  or  twenty-one  daytt'  impiieonnient." 

The  punishment  usually  inflicted  on  vugabonds  iu  Bcoiland  is  a 
short  trnn  of  imprisonment,  and  somctimea  laying  them  under 
surety  for  their  good  behaviour. 

Sheriff  Wat8on,  of  Aberdeen,  gives  the  following  description  of 
Soottish  mendicity  iMrtwpen  IH].')  and  1878: — 

"Between  1815  and  1840  there  had  been  ecvcral  seunona  of 
great  agricnltunil,  coinmerciul,  and  manufacturing  distreu;  and 
from  want  of  employment  and  want,  of  food,  grout  numbers  must 
have  resorted  to  vagrancy  fer  8up(>ort.  But  in  those  days  the 
rugnints  bad  it  all  their  own  wuy,  aa  there  was  no  one  to  stop 
tbera ;  and  it  was  useleft*  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  find 
fault  with  them.  The  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  country 
was  intrusted  to  a  few  sheriffs*  officers,  distributed  here  und  there 
among  the  large  villugcs.  8ueh  offences  as  simple  assaults  und 
breaches  of  the  peace  were  then  thougbl  not  worth  the  attention 
of  a  criminal  officer;  and  unless  the  assaults  were  of  a  very 
serious  nature  they  were  altogether  unheeded.  And  the  men 
who,  at  fairs  and  fceing-markots,  while  contending  for  the  good- 
will of  some  country  beauty,  exchanged  u  few  blows  more  in  fun 
than  with  bud  feeling,  were  left  to  settle  their  differoDoes  in  their 
own  way  without  Ihe  interference  of  the  shcrifTs  ofiicar. 

"  In  IS'dd  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of  Aber- 
deen took  the  great  iocrcose  of  vagrancy  under  their  considora-. 
tion,  and  reeolved  to  estabiiBh  a  rural  police  force  as  the  moetj 
effectual  means  for  its  prevention.  To  tfaut  end  they  appointod  a 
police  committee,  whl<^h  reported  that  not  \e»s  than  one  thousand, 
,  perBDQsveru  continually  wandering  about  the  country  prepng 
ipoa  the  inhabitants:  that  in  some  districts  gongs  of  five,  ten, 
r  fifteen  masterful  beggars  established  themselves  for  days  and 


AND  BEQGABS  AND  BEOGIXO. 

pvf^n  weelca  in  a  plnr^,  and  levied  cnntrihtitions  on  alt  around  ; 
and  who,  if  tint  supplied  witli  whtit  tlit-y  wanted,  helped  them- 
selves,  and  were  witbal  ho  formidable  that  the  tenants  wore  afraid 
to  meddle  with  them,  and  rather  siihmitted  to  their  exactions 
than  incur  their  vengeance  by  complaining  to  the  magistruto. 
And  being  thua  forced  to  contribute  to  the  sturdy  nigrunt, 
miiny  of  them  were  unfible  to  awiat  thoir  poor  and  descrvinj? 
neighbours.  To  remedy  this  alarming  state  of  things  a  rural 
police  was  accordingly  established  in  April,  1840;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  causes  of  vagrancy  were  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  the  effect  of  the  police  on  the  vagrancy  of  the  county 
was  most  disappointing,  as  during  the  first  four  years  alter  its 
etttahUshment  thero  was  scarcely  any  diminution  in  the  number 
of  vagranta.  The  first  report  by  the  chief  constable  for  the  year 
ending  April,  1841,  stated  that  the  uumber  of  vagrants  was 
2,4-^9:  914  men,  1190  women,  •32'^  children  travelling  with  adults 
and  27  travelling  ulouu.  But  about  the  end  of  1841  u  preventive 
check  cumo  iuto  operation  which  had  a  senaiMe  offeot  in  diwinish* 
ing  the  vagnuicy  of  the  county.  The  average  yearly  number  of 
Tugrants  reported  during  the  five  years  ending  18-SO  were  470 
men,  479  women,  '2'i8  children  with  adults,  and  ti  trarellinp^ 
alone.  Vagrancy  continued  to  decrease  from  year  to  year,  though 
with  two  or  tbrce  interruptions,  and  it  may  now  be  said  to  have 
altogether  disappeared  ;  tho  average  yearly  number  reported 
during  the  five  years  ending  1875  having  been  141 :  67  mca, 
47  women,  IG  children  travelling  with  adults,  and  11  travelling 
alone.  But  though  pure  vagrants  had  disappcurc<l,  largo  num* 
ben»  of  tinkers,  men,  women,  and  children,  continued  to  infest 
the  county  till  about  IRti",  when  they  greatly  diminished,  and 
in  1870  they  ccasod  to  exist,  having  been  converted  into  certiti- 
cated  pedlars,  and  so  freed  from  the  control  of  the  police. 

•*  We  have  no  infonnation  about  the  vagrancy  of  the  other  coun> 
ties  prior  to  1860.  In  18-58  an  Inspector  of  Constabulary  was 
appointed,  and  from  his  reports  to  the  Socrelury  of  State,  whioh 
are  published  yearly  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  we 
shall  show  the  vagnincy  of  the  country  suhse()uent  to  1851). 
During  ibe  year  ending  15th  March,  ISGl.thejiumberof  vagrnnls 
reported  was  53,0^4  ;  during  the  following  year  it  was  07.^00 ; 
and  in  his  fifth  report  the  Inspector  says  that  vagrancy  is  still 
on  the  iuorease, — tho  number  of  vagrants  reported  during  the 
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year  ending  15th  Mart-h,  ISfi-t,  liaving  lieon  62, 27?,  inclnfliiig 
men,  women,  and  children  of  all  ages.  There  was  a  slight  de> 
creaae  daring  the  year  ending  March,  1864,  the  numbe*  of 
vagrants  reported  having  been  59,254 ;  of  those  there  were 
1^,265  children,  though  some  of  the  counties  made  no  separate 
return  of  children.  Itut  as  some  cases  are  reported  more  than 
once  in  the  same  county,  it  is  impoftsibleto  ascertain  the  exact 
number  of  person*  set  down  as  rugrauts,  but  the  actual  number 
roay  be  estimated  at  about  one-third,  or  20,000  persons.  A  serious 
featuro  in  tlie  eyl^tem  of  vagrancy  is  llie  great  proportion  of  chil- 
dren who  are  brought  up  from  their  very  infancy  a«  tnunpet  and 
vagabonds,  with  little  or  no  education.  IIu  adds  that  legislation 
is  loudly  culled  for  to  check  the  vagrancy  in  Scotland,  and  par- 
ticularly the  continuance  of  juvenile  vuguboudism. 

"  Vagrancy  continued  to  ducreaso,  aud  the  numlier  of  vagrants 
reported  during  the  year  ending  15th  March,  1867,  was  49,374 : 
but  it  nuide  a  great  rise  during  the  lellowiiig  yeur,  IBtJS,  when 
tliu  number  of  vagrants  reported  was  G2,07(j,  of  whom  13,762 
were  childrt-n,  being  22  piT  ceur.  of  the  whole  ntiraber,  fast 
treading  (tlio  Inspector  says)  in  the  footsteps  of  their  parents, 
without  cduc-iitiou  of  any  kind  except  in  begging  and  pilfering. 

"  Ho  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Trespass  Act*  is  found  to  bo  very 
easily  evaded,  us  vagrants  Bnd  su  many  people  ready  to  allow  them 
to  lodge  on  their  premises.  The  amount  tbat  is  given  to  those 
people  by  fiirmerR,  cottagers,  their  wives  and  servants,  in  the 
country,  in  money,  food,  and  other  perquisites,  and  lodgings 
(from  a  mistaken  feeling  of  charily),  would  keep  more  than 
double  the  number  of  the  unfortunate  paupers  in  their  parish 
poorhousos.  So  long  as  this  custom  prevails  the  police  are  power- 
less, and  vagrancy  increases  as  a  profitable  occupation  and  trade. 

"  There  was  a  considerable  inorciisc  of  vagrant*  during  the 
following  year  ending  March,  1869,  the  number  reported  having 
been  33,096  men,  20,75()  women,  and  13,584  children. 

"The  Inspector  says:  'The  evil  of  vagrancy  is  loudly  com- 
plained of  from  one  end  of  Scotland  to  the  other.'  The  term 
vagrant  has  not  been  legally  defined.  There  is  no  Vagrancy  Act 
as  in  England,  but  the  term  vagrant  is  generally  applied  to 
tinkers,  gypsies,  muggerR,  unlicensed  hawkers,  and  all  persons 
who  live  by  begging,  or  have  no  apparent  profession,  calling,  or 
*  SS  snd  29  Vict.,  e.  B6, 
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TDeons  of  Bupporting  themseWoa.  The  fluctaationa  and  changes 
in  the  annual  number  of  vagrants  reported  cannot  be  Bati'sftictoriljr 
accounted  for.  TKere  was  a  slight  decrease  last  year  in  the 
number  of  children  reported  under  fourteoo  years  ol  age ;  but 
the  number.  rJ,'3S4,  is  etill  veiy  great,  and  taking  them  at  one- 
third  of  the  number  of  cases  reported,  which  i*  m  near  the  truth 
M  can  be  estimated,  there  are  458  juvenile  vagubouds,  with  little  or 
no  education,  brought  up  as  professional  mendicunlA  and  tramps. 

"  The  number  of  females  is  also  verj'  lurge — 20,75(i,  or  6,9lfl, 
t-aking  them  at  onc-third  of  the  number  of  oases.  Vagrancy  must 
1>e  a  protitable  trade  to  those  who  pursue  it,  and  its  apparent 
vicisatades  end  hardships  ore  in  reality  made  up ;  iur  it  is  well 
known  that  those  people  live  far  better  than  not  only  the  paupers 
supported  by  the  enforced  charity  of  the  poor  laws,  but  also  better 
than  many  of  our  honest  and  industrial  classes. 

"  Vagrancy  reached  its  maximum  during  the  year  ending  15th 
March,  1870,  when  the  number  reported  was  74,7oo.  There 
was  a  docroase  of  3,41G  the  followin<»  year,  (he  number  reported 
having  been  71,339:  40,280  mon,  26,638  women,  and  14,300 
children.  This  decrease  is  accounted  for  partly  by  the  unusually 
long  and  severe  winter,  which  prevented  vagrants  from  travelling 
about  the  conntry  so  much  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done, 
and  piirily  from  the  fact  that,  daring  the  period  from  1st  January 
to  luth  ifarch,  1871,  many  of  these  persons,  who  hiid  hitherto 
been  reported  as  vagrants,  had  become  certificated  pedlars  under 
the  Pedlars'  Act,  1870,  and  were,  with  Iheir  wivos  and  children, 
legally  authorised  to  wander  all  over  the  country,  many  of  them 
merely  on  the  pretenco  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  with  a  stock-in- 
trsdc  of  no  intrinsic  value. 

•'  There  was  a  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  vagrants  reported 
during  the  year  ending  15th  March,  1872,  the  niunber  having 
been  25,979  men,  18,275  women,  and  8,002  children.  This 
decrease  was  owing  to  the  Pedlars'  Acts  of  1870  and  1871.  By 
the  former,  a  pedlar's  certificate  cost  sixpence;  by  the  latter,  it 
was  raised  to  five  shillings,  which,  the  iuspt'ctor  says,  would 
diminish  the  number  of  licuiiBed  p(.-dturK,  aud  about  as  much 
increase  the  number  of  vagrants  to  be  reported  by  the  police. 
This  turned  out  to  t>e  the  ease,  though  not  for  a  year  or  two,  as 
the  number  of  vugrants  reported  during  1873  was  40,ti78,  nnd 
the  number  reported  during  1874  was  40,827;  but  during  187fi 
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the  number  roported  was  4*2.223.  After  this  there  was  b  fijeai 
increase,  the  Qumber  reported  during  1>*7G  having  been  4^,893; 
and  during  1877  iho  number  was  47,520,  of  whom  12.197  were 
women  and  6,063  children;  and  during  1878  ihc  numbers  were 
64,23(>,  of  whom  13,380  were  women  and  6,543  children.  This 
great  increaae  was  in  men  out  of  employment.  It  thuB  appean 
that  the  ruml  police  are  altogether  incompetent  to  deal  with  the 
vagrancy  of  the  country,  and  that,  escIuMve  nf  English  and  Irish 
Tagrants,  and  tinkers,  muggers,  and  unlicensed  hawkers,  who  are 
now  converted  into  uertifieatcd  pedlars,  there  are  at  least  10,000 
bond  fid»  Scotch  vagrants,  who  ore  in  a  manner  forced  out  of  the 
large  towns  to  prey,  during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  upon  the 
country  farmers,  oroflera,  and  cottagers,  who  have  their  own  poor 
to  maintain,  and  who  are  ill  ahle  to  bear  this  grievous  burden,  to 
which  they  are  unjustly  exposed.  As  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  vagrancy,  so  there  has  been  an  increase  of  crime.  The  arerapo 
yearly  number  of  commitments  for  definite  periods  to  all  the 
prisons  in  Scotland  during  the  five  years  ending  June,  ISGl,  was 
10,4fi2;  the  yearly  average  during  the  four  years  ending  June, 
1876,  was  13,910;  and  the  number  committed  during  1877  was 
14,999. 

"  The  great  increaae  has  been  of  commitments  for  short  periodi^^l 
The  number  committed  for  terms  nut  exceeding  sixty  days  durin^^V 
the  first  periods  was  9,301 ;  during  the  second  it  was  12.003  ;  and 
during  the  third  it  was  13.774  ;  while  the  commitments  for  a  year 
and  upwards  were  260  during  the  first  period.  326  daring  the 
second,  and  317  during  the  third.  So  that  while  there  has  beat 
a  great  Increase  of  petty  offences,  there  has  been  a  diminution  of 
serious  crime ;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  there  has 
been  no  increue  of  commitments  of  juvenile  offenders  under 
sixteen. 

"  There  has  been  a  very  great  increase  of  commitments  for  inde> 
finite  terms  for  non-payment  of  fine,  the  number  committed  during 
the  first  period  having  been  4,75;i,  during  the  second  21,081,  and 
daring  the  third  28,.512.  These  punishments,  however,  seem  to 
have  been  of  little  avail,  ae  recommitments  are  rapidly  increasing, 
the  number  recommitted  twenty  times  and  upwards  during  the 
first  period  having  been  634  ;  daring  the  second  it  was  1791 ; 
sod  during  the  third  2.332." 

In  the   annual  report  ol    the  Inspector  of    Constabulary  for 
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Sootland,  made  up  tu  March   15,  IflH5,  the  numbers  of  vagruuU 
returned  by  the  police  are — 

59,314  males 

21,5ia  females 

10.840  children 

Total      ai,567 

In  March,  1875,  the  total  was  40,817.  It  will  therefore  he 
obserred  that  the  numbers  have  more  than  doubled  during  the 
hut  ten  years.  The  Inspector  states  in  his  report  that  "  this  esti- 
mate WB9  not  very  reliable,  aa  the  same  vagrant  may  be  counted 
over  and  over  again  by  constables  in  the  game  day,  but  the  number 
of  tramps  and  vagrants  has  undoubtedly  increased  to  an  alarming 
degree,  and  somctbing  will  have  to  bo  done  with  regard  to  them." 

The  caufio  for  this  increase  is  doubtless  (I)  the  bad  state  of 
trade ;  (2)  the  enoouragemcnt  givon  to  vagrants  and  beggars  by 
the  public  giving  them  money,  food,  and  old  clothes.  The  Inspector 

Iclflsaes  them  as  follows  : — 
1st.  The  proffseionul  tramp,  vagrant,  or  boggar. 
2nd.  The  destitut*)  and  really  needv- 
3rd.  Those  going  from  one  place  tx)  another  seeking  work,  and 
destCtnto  of  means  to  supply  their  doily  wants. 
_  4th.  The  blind  or  maimed,  who  are  fit  sobject^  for  the  poor- 
MKiBe,  but  prefer  their  liberty,  and  obtain  a  living  by  begging. 
Sth.  A  claiw  who  hawk  small  ware.<i,  and  no  doubt  beg  under 
the  oloak  of  selling  bootlaces  and  matches. 
^-       There  are  doubtless  prostitutes  amongst  them.  A.s  a  rule  they  ar* 
H  very  filthy,  and  will  do  anything  for  money.     There  are  also  idle 
H  upprentices,  worthless  characters  who  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
H  honest  employment. 

H  Old  soldiers  also  tritmp  the  country,  and  always  know  where 
■  retired  officers  live,  and  where  they  can  generally  be  sure  of 
H  getting  money. 

^K      Tinkers  in  Scotland  are  a  peculiar  class,  they  are  generally  tin* 
smiths,  and  some  deal  iu  horses. 

There  used  to  be  a  regular  colony  of  gypsies  at  Yetbolm  in 
Koxburghshiro,  where  their  Queen,  Esther  Fua  Itlyih,  died  in 
<Iuly.  1883.  There  are  not  many  left  now.  Large  cJiiupB  of  English 
gypsies  have  been  seen  in  Midlothian,  the  men  dealing  in  horses, 
■sd  the  woioea  telUng  fortunes. 

bb3 
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drying- greens,  and 


Thcrs  aro  a  fow  KngliHli  vagrants  in  So 
number  of  Irish,  or  of  Irish  extraction.     V 
atoa),  cBpeciallj  gaaie,  fish,  or  clothes  from 
doormats. 

Case*  are  known  where  vagrants  commit  ofFenocs  in  order  to  get 
looked  up  and  obtain  a  night's  lodging,  or  when  ill  or  di.sea.sed, 
in  order  to  get  into  a  prison  hosptal  to  be  treated  without  cost. 

Parochial  relief  no  doubt  encourages  vagrancy  to  a  certaia 
extent,  while  at  the  «onie  time  this  relief  is  very  necessary  for  the' 
really  destitute  and   needy.     Short  periods  of  imprisonment  do 
not  appear  to  act  as  deterrents,  judging  from  the  frequency  with 
which  these  short  tenns  are  inflicted  again  and  again  on  the  samef 
persons. 

Many  Scotch  vagrants  have  their  winter  quarters  ia  towns  iai 
the  south  of  Scotland.     They  generally  start  off  on  their  roundt^ 
ia  April,  and  return  south  again  about  the  end  of  September  or 
in  October.     Tbey  generally  separate  to  beg,  meeting  again  in  the 
evening,  or  at  some  previously  arranged  place.     They  avoid  towns 
that  have  the  Lindsay  Act  of  1862  in  force. 

In  18W,  by  17  and  18  Vict,  c  74,  the  Industrial  School  system 
was  introduced  iuto  Scotland,  and  stuoe  this  lime  various  Acts 
have  been  jMused  for  improving  and  developing  the  administratioa 
of  the  laws  regarding  tlicm.  Qreat  success  appears  to  have 
attended  the  working  of  the  Acts. 


CHAPTER  XVr. 

IRELAND. 

438—1701. 

The  Brehon  1av«.— B4^1*tion«  of  tLc  SenAtu  Met-  and  Conu  Be$ena  in  favonr 
of  aluugiving  ojia  ugainit  fugitive* — fi^uLitioDs  of  the  Book  of  Aieitt 
rclatiii}^  to  coin]iuliiory  hospitality  and  proclftimecl  persona. — Oi^  OahUacK 
carpeclinff  the  ri|{1iU  (ffchtefa  to  cunipulaoiy  hospiUilily. — 3ociul  cuiiililion 
ofudaDdatthe  Eiif^lUh  l.'oiiqnest. — Ucacriptionorthecbinarpenuiiawitli 
wliom  llie  **  l[ui|,;8  "  KUrn>uric]i-d  tlii-iutwlvee.— Tlic  "  crurub-fux." — Liiwe  of 
Edward  II.  agaiuiit  inaintainiDK  idk  men  and  ceam^ — Laws  uf  HRiiry  VI. 
■f!Un«t  ritij.Tiy  and  livery. — Act  to  cuiiipcl  Llm  svu»  of  [iilioun-n  to  work 
M  their  iiitiic^n  did. — Laws  nf  Hearv  VI.  and  Kiluanl  IV.  «:Uuwni)j  Uvea 
men  lo  lull  or  lake  iiiiturioUH  tliicvcM, — Exlortiutintc  [imclicfie  at  cbe 
•old iery.^ Henry  VIL— ■"  Poviiiuift'  l^aw  "  ami  tii*?  Uw  lo  render  Kngli«b 
BuMm  operative  in  iTelani^Hetiry  \niL— Actsto  rvf^late  eervanta' 
wigBB  and  to  t^ujipresa  viigabondB.^Law  of  KUzabelb  Bgainut  UUcn. — 
Law*  of  ChArIn  I.  iigninxt  ^1Cll(■it,  %-ttffftljiiiid«,  and  coal)«r«rs.— Condition  of 
the  cotmO^r  in  the  rdf^  of  William  lU. 

In  IrGland,  "  the  English  law,  introdticed  by  King  Honry  11.  in  the 
twelfth  century,  for  many  yrarei  scarcoly  proTailcd  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  English  Pale,  comprising  tho  present  countiea 
of  Loath,  Meath,  Westmoath,  Kildnro,  Dublin,  and  Wicklnw.  Stat. 
13  Hen.  VIIL,  c.  3  (ld22),  recitcx  that  at  that  timo  the  Engliah 
laws  wtjre  obeyed  and  executed  in  four  fiKires  only.  But  Meath 
then  included  Westmeatb,  and  Dublin  included  Wicklow. 
Throughout  the  re«t  of  Ireland  the  Brehons  *  still  administered 
their  ancient  law«  amongst  the  motive  Iri>ih,  who  were  practically 
excluded  from  the  privilege*  of  the  English  liiw.  The  Anglo- 
Irish,  too,  adopted  the  Irish  laws  to  such  an  extent  that  efforbs 
were  made  to  prevent  their  doing  no  by  enactments  fir.<it  piuwed 
at  the  Parliament  of  Kilkenny  in  the  fortieth  year  of  King 
Edward  III.  (1367),  and  subsequently  renewed  by  Stat  Hen.  VII., 
0.  8,  in  H9&.  So  late  as  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-£flh 
jam  of  the  reign  of  King  Qenry  VIII.  (1<>IJ4),  George  Cromer, 

*  Breilluami,  a  judge. 
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ArchLisliop  of  Armitg'li  und  Primitte  uf  Ireluod,  obtuinMl  a  formalj 
pardou  for  liaviu^  uwd  the  Brebou  laws.     In  ibe  reigu  of  Queea] 
Mary  (lo54)  the  Eurl  of  Kildare  obUiofd  an  eric  of  Uireu  bunt 
and  forty  cowk  fur  the  deatb  of  his  foster  brother,  Robert  Nugent, 
uudfir  llie  Bnibon  luw. 

"The  authority  of  the  Brehon  laws  continued  until  the  power  of 
the  Irish  chieftains  was  fiiiully  broken  in  the  reig-n  of  Queen 
Kli/^beth,  und  all  the  Irish  wei-e  received  into  the  Kiuj^'s  imme- 
diate proteutioD  by  the  proclamation  uf  Junies  I.  This  proclama- 
tion, followed  as  it  was  by  the  complete  division  of  Ireland  into^ 
oounties,  and  the  administration  of  the  Knglish  laws  throughout  > 
the  entire  oounlry,  terminated  at  once  the  necessity  for  and  the 
authority  of  the  ancient  Irish  laws. 

"  The  wars'of  Cromwell,  the  policy  pursued  by  King  Charlee  II, 
at  the  Restoration,  and  the  results  of  the  Bevolation  of  168^^ 
prevented  any  revival  of  the  Irish  laws  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the 
serenteeuth  century  the  whole  race  of  judges  (Brehons)  and  pro- 
fessors (ollamhs)  of  the  Irish  laws  appears  to  have  become 
extinct."  • 

The  Se»e/n"<  Mor  or  Oreat  Latr,  supposed  to  have  been  compiled 
at  the  instigation  of  St.  Patrick  between  the  years  438  and  441. 
contains  the  foUowiug  prorisions  bearing  on  almsgiving  und 
Tsgraney : — 

"Alms.  There  are  three  things  which  are  paid,  ri'z.,  lythes,  and 
first-fruits,  and  alms,  which  prevent  the  period  of  a  plague,  andj 
the  »UHpen»»ion  of   amity  between   a  king  and  the  country,  and 
which  also  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  general  war.  .  .  . '' 

The  explanation  of  preventing  the  period  of  a  plague  is,  "  that 
Ihey  prevent  that  a  plague  or  carr)'ing  ott'  of  the  people  audi  as 
follows  famine  should  take  its  course." 

TluH  superstitious  inculcation  seems  to  furnish  the  keynote  to- 
Ibe  almost  reveruuttal  treatment  which  the  beggar  even  now  expe- 
riences in  Ireland,  while  at  the  same  time  it  also  appears  t«  denote 
Ihe  uudorlyiiig  pagan  origin  of  the  Brehon  laws. 

This  dechimtioQ  is  repeated  in  the  Corua  Jiencna  or  Customary 
Late  in  very  similar  terms. 

"  There  are  three  periods  at  which  the  world  is  worthle8<i ;  the 
time  uf  a  plague;  the  time  of  u  general  war;  the  dissolution  of 
express  contracts. 

"There  are  three  things  which  remedy  them:  tithes,  and  first- 
■  "Audent  LftWK  nf  Iirland." 
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fniita,  and  alma;  tTiey  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  pingue  ;  they 
confirm  p«ac8  between  the  Icing;  and  the  people ;  they  prevent 
the  prevalence  of  a  war  ;  they  confirm  all  in  their  (^ood  contracts 
and  in  their  bad  contmcts ;  they  prcveat  the  worthleasncas  of  the 
world." 

The  next  law  reminds  one  of  the  clause  in  Maffna  Charta,  saving 
to  the  villein  his  wainage. 

"  No  bhourer,  no  fuidhir,*  no  imbecile  vagrant,  no  shcphonl, 
no  cowherd,  no  cart-boy  is  dcstrained  in  a  decision  about  debts 
due  of  hinuett'  or  others,  or  for  the  regulations  of  a  territory,  but 
his  foot  is  fettered  or  a  chain  put  about  his  neck." 

The  imbecile  vagrant  is  delined  to  be  an  honest  person  who  ia 
moving  from  pluco  tu  phioe ;  the  term  imbecile  being  probably 
used  in  the  primitive  sense  of  weak,  feeble. 

The  next  law  deuls  with  the  removal  of  the  vagrant. 

It  ia  in  it  (tAf,  rule  of  one  tidy's  stay)  were  included  dktirsKB 
for  ....  the  difficult  removing  of  a  vagrant. 

"  Glosit.  For  the  difficult  removing  of  a  vngmnt,  i.e.  for  the 
difficult  jouniey  (tenn  uide)  which  removes  the  person  who  has 
no  habitation  but  the  nmA.  A  notice  of  one  day  i»  to  be  served 
im  him,  or  Ae  m  to  bo  in  his  company  for  the  space  of  one  day,  or 
to  aecomjiany  htm  to  the  mearing  of  the  territory  holding  him  by 
the  collar." 

We  now  come  to  the  regulations  in  the  Cotuk  Be»cna  relating  to 
"banquets*'  or  entertainments,  which  are  divided  into  three 
classes :  (I)  godly  banquets  ;  (2)  human  banquets ;  and  (0)  dem(»i 
feasts. 

"  The  godly  banquets  are  feasts  or  refections  connected  with  the 
performanoe  of  religious  Kicriunents  or  rites,  or  the  works  of  charity 
enjoined  by  Christian  doctriuu.  The  farmer  class  iucludea — (1) 
the  Sunday  muul  given  by  a  married  pair  to  their  church,  which 
might  bo  given  weekly  '  without  ale,'  or  monthly  '  with  ale  ; ' 
('^)  the  celebration  by  a  feast  of  the  high  Festivals,  such  as  £u«ter 
or  Christmas;  i}l)  the  least  given  as  the  price  of  baptism;  (4) 
the  feast  on  the  consecration  of  a  church.  The  latter  class  com- 
prises— (1)  tithes  and  tirat-fiuils,  •Sec;  (2)  feeding  a  pilgrim; 
(3)  charity  to  the  poor.  For  the  payment  of  titbits,  first-fpuita, 
and  alms  by  ihoir  people,  the  chiefs  gave  pledges  to  the  church, 
which  the  parties  primarily  subject  to  the  payment  were  rei|uired 

•  Hewdilan'  h(>ii(li»inaii. 
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to  redeem,  in  case  of  their  failure  to  perform  the  service.  The 
usual  confuaion  between  what  is  niuruUy  right  &nd  legally  exigiblo 
appears  in  thiH  seution,  to  unden>tand  which  it  is  neceaaarj  to 
realise  how  very  small  must  have  been  the  territory  and  foUowing 
of  a  largo  proportion  of  thu9o  who  aro  designated  as  '  chiefs.' 

"  Under  the  term  '  human  fea«U '  are  included  the  oustomary 
entertainments  given  by  the  tenant  to  the  ohiof,  the  origin  of  all 
the  abuses  subBoquently  known  under  the  general  term  of  cess,* 
and  the  duty  of  providing  provisions  for  the  assembled  body  of  the 
tribe  on  particular  occasions,  e.g.  *  when  the  forces  of  a  torritori,* 
were  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  demauxliug  law  and  proof,  and 
answering  to  illegality.' 

"  Tho  thirxl  species  of  banquets  ore  not  a  snbject  of  law  in  any 
Hcnnc ;  they  are  defined  as  demon  feasts,  i.e.  bangueta  giron  to 
the  ftons  of  death  and  bad  men,  i.e.  to  lewd  persons  und  satirisU, 
and  jefttera,  buffoons,  and  mountebanlcft,  and  outlaws  and  heathens 
and  hurlota,  and  bad  people  in  general.  'Such  a  feast,'  it  is 
added,  '  is  forfeited  to  the  demon.'  There  is  not  in  tho  text  any 
enactment  or  rule  prohibiting  the«e  entertainments,  whieh  are 
merely  placed  under  a  moral  ceniiure.  Here  po^hly  may  be 
recognised  some  early  prohibition  against  the  celebration  of  heathen 
usages.  Tho  portion  of  tho  text  commencing  with  '  i,e.  to  lewd 
perHona,'  &c.,  is  prubably  a  late  interpolation  ofler  Ohriatiauity 
wail  gcaorally  established,  and  tho  cc-lcbrution  of  heathen  rites  had 
ceased  to  bo  usual.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  introduotion 
of  the  term  '  heathen  '  into  this  portion  of  the  text  shows  that  at  a 
date  long  subsequent  to  tho  introduction  of  Christianity  there 
were  existing  in  the  island  some  who  stQl  adhered  to  tho  old  wor- 
ship, and  us  such  were  clussod  by  the  church  among  '  bad  people 
in  general.' " 

The  penalty  on  persons  who  entertain  fugitives  is  the  subjeot  of 
the  next  regulation. 

Five  "  sods  "  t  is  tho  iine  upon  a  person  who  entertains  a  fugi- 
tivn  who  is  known.  As  to  every  crime  whicli  he  {if4t  persOH  enUr- 
iainfid)  shall  commit  notwithstanding  "ban-apadh,"  J  proclama- 
tion, while  with  tho  tribeman,  tJie  third  of  the  fine  aball  be  upon 

•  0mm,  pent,  tribuir-,  revenue,  tai.  +  Serf,  a  cow. 

I  JiAifajwdh.  hle.mlXy  "  wlitl*'n.itiet,''  in  rxpliiiiiNl  to  >*  "  ffcfilinn  and  ahel- 
tvriuK  llic  upjcluinit'il  person  bufure  he  hue^  cnnimittcd  Uie  crime  ;  revdin^  luid 
•h«ll«Titi;;  nim  aftrr  htr  bud  ccMnmitttid  the  crime  wu  called  dery-aftulhf  lit«^ 
til)-  "  red  notice." 
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tiin  ((Ac  tribeman).  If  ho  is  with  him  in  violation  of  law  his  full 
crime  shull  be  upon  him  {the  trihcirmu).  If  he  (the  proctaimed 
peraon)  bo  oittortuined  hy  a  man  of  another  tribo  while  under 
"  b^-apadh  "  proclAtniition,  half  of  the  fine  for  hiR  crime  ahull  be 
upon  him  tcho  fnUrt-aiMS ;  but  full  crime  {»  committfd  if  ha  b«  ent-er- 
tainrd  in  violation  of  l/tw. 

In  the  Book  of  Aicill,  which  may  be  conaidorttd  as  the  Code  of 
Ancient  Iri«h  Criminal  liaw,  the  following  regulations  relating  to 
compulsory  hospitality  iire  orduined  : 

"  Every  person  under  obligation  of  hoapitiiUty  (brewy)  •  must 
have  roads  to  his  house. 

"  That  is,  eome  of  tbese  following  are  exempt  from  compuUoyy 
hospHatify  for  their  nobility,  some  for  their  nonage,  eom©  for  the 
ehume  of  it,  some  for  their  madness,  and  »ome  for  tbeir  old  age. 

"  Kings  and  the  septenary  gradesit  and  the  '  airchinnechs '  J  of 
the  '  cill  '-churches,  whether  they  have  or  have  not  taken  protoc- 
tion,S  are  exempt  from  the  liability  of  nuppltfing  food,  and  from 
liability  on  ttccount  of  kinsmen. 

"The  chieftain  grades,  if  they  have  not  tukon  upon  themaelvea 
protection,  are  exempt  from  the  liability  of  tappifjimj  food,  and 
from  liability  on  account  of  kinsmen.  If  tliey  have  tukuu  upon 
themselves  protection,  they  are  not  exempt  from  the  liability  of 
tttpp/ffhiy  food,  but  they  are  from  liability  on  account  of  kinsmen. 
And  that  is  a  privilege  of  the  septenary  grudes,  because  the  other 
chieftain  grades  are  not  exempt. 

'•  The  inferior  grades,  if  they  have  not  taken  protection  upon 
thom.  are  exempt  from  the  liability  uf  supphjing  food,  but  arc 
not  exempt  from  liability  on  account  of  kinsmen.  If  they  have 
tak«i  protection  upon  them,  they  arc  not  exempt  from  liability  on 
account  of  kinsmen,  and  they  are  entitled  to  nothing  but  a  '  scro- 
pall '  il  in  right  of  their  worthineaa,  if  they  be  worthy,  and  if  they 
be  not  worthy,  thoy  are  not  entitled  to  anything. 

*  hrai^^  aa  independent  fdnuer  kee|>in(;  nn  open  hmisc 

t  Atiy  ^rado  or  de^rea  entitlitia  u  pcroon  lo  icrea  "  tavihuW  (three  cow*)  of 
*^  ehc  "  iiuL-  anil  to  wvbu  "  ruiw^rM  "  uf  iietiiuici^ 

I  j1  infoAi/^iM,  a  flaperivr,  prior  of  n  convent,  provincial  of  a  religiou* 
or^. 

\  Takn  vrottfium.  This  in  English  woiUd  mean  "  tu  bare  Lvcoduc  vasaola 
«j  pljuLtl  tfieuiBt^lvM  »n  manu  of  name  one."  It  indicatea  aome  act  bjr  whidi 
the  »lAtus  u  na  luwvKtL 

;i  A  *enjtUl  M-AA  eqiud  to  three  fiinf^hitru,  and  a  jMN>7iltti»  of  ailvet  weigbwl  8 
gminit  ot  wbent. 
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"Tho  formers,  if  they  hare  undertaken  to  support  obligatory 
hospitality,  but  have  not  taken  protection  upon  them,  are  cscmpt 
from  the  liability  of  aupph/hiff  food  and  liability  on  account  of 
kinsmen.  If  they  hare  taken  protection  upon  tbom  they  are  not 
exempt  from  the  liability  of  sufiplying  food,  nor  from  liability  on 
account  of  kinsmen ;  and  tbcy  have  no  honor-prioo  saro  only 
the  honor-price  fff  the  middle  'boairo'*  chief,  or  of  the  iMsst 
'  bo-oirc  '-chief;  and  this  when  thoy  make  f^ood  uae,  in  hospitality 
of  their  wealth  beyond  the  protection ;  and  if  thoy  do  not,  they 
ore  entitled  only  to  a  '  acrepull  *  in  ri^ht  of  their  vorthincu  if 
thoy  he  worthy,  but  if  they  bo  not  worthy  thoy  are  not  entitled  to 
anything.'* 

The  following  penalties  are  enacted  in  the  Hook  of  Aicilt  against 
tbo-'M  who  feed  proclaimed  persons  or  their  sons  or  daughters, 

"Six  cows  with  an  ounce  o/tiker  u  th^  pfnnUy  upon  a  person 
who  Khali  diet  a  proclaimed  man  lieyoud  the  territory,  i.^.  this  i« 
a  'cumhal'  f  of  white  proclamation,  for  supporting  and  advising 
a  fugitive  who  docs  not  come  und«r  tho  oath  of  '  cain'-Iaw,  ;  and 
his  partner's  share  of  the  ounce ;  but  it  is  without  violating  the 
'caiu  '-law  of  Patrick  it  id  given,  i.f.  there  is  a  condition  that  this 
fine  ia  imposed  upon  the  foeder  when  nothing  that  is  forbidden  in 
this  rule  of  Patrick  is  committed ;  and  moreover,  if  be  {the /ugititie) 
oomniitled  trospaae,  'eric*-6ue§  for  tho  trespass  is  due  from  him 
in  addiliuu. 

"  A  cow  with  an  ounce  i'«  the  fine  upon  tho  person  who  fe<eda  a 
son  or  daughter  of  another  after  being  proclaimed,  i>.  this  is  tho 
fourth  of  a  '  cumhal '  for  supporting  and  advising  the  women  ami 
BODS  of  the  foreigners  who  do  not  come  under  the  oath  of  '  cain  *- 
low,  until  thoy  themselves  {i.e.  ihepare»i«)  visit  them  ;  but  if  they 
visit  tliem,  hp  {the  pcrmn  ichofeaia  ihcm)  is  exempt. 

"  A  cow  and  fifteen  '  seropalls '  m  the  fine  upon  the  jjerson  who 
feeds  a  houiHtlesA  person.  This  is  the  same  us  the  foregoing, 
except  that  ibe  sliuro  of  the  pUtdgo  of  a  king  of  a  prorince  is 
brought  forward  here;  two  'ecrepalls'  for  the  cow,  and  one 
•  Bcrepnll '  for  tlio  '  samhaisc '  J|  heifer." 

The  responsibility  for  sheltering  a  violator  of  the  King's  laws 
appears  to  have  been  of  a  very  far-reaohing  character. 

*  The  lowoft  milk  of  rhicfilnrivcd  from  the  pOMCUion  of  ccnrs— «qnivaleDt 
to  thu  rank  of  "  c«nrl "  umougst  the  Auglu-Soxous. 
f  K(|»al  to  three  cow».  I  A  utAlntc  law,  n  nile. 

%  Uotinnr  fine.  ||  A  heifer  in  h«r  thini  ycu. 
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"At  to  a  man  who  Tiolates  the  King's  laws,  bis  crunes  are 
adjudged  on  the  seven  houses  in  which  ii>3  ^U  l><H]fi." 

Tbu  probable  meauiitg  of  which  'ia  tbut  the  giviug  a  bed  to  a 
culprit  renders  the  parties  giving  it  liuble,  until  he  boa  been 
entertainuil  thus  in  seven  houses. 

A  vagiiboiid  ia  defined  to  be  one  who  does  not  observe  '*  the 
conis-6uo"  *  law,  and  a  prucluiined  person  one  who  is  prucLiumed 
by  his  nearest  kiusinan. 

The  folbwing  were  tlie  rights  of  the  chiefs  as  reganls  compul- 
sorv  hospitality  according  to  the  Crith  Gnhhiach. 

"The  'aire  ard'  chief  had  twenty  tenants,  ten  'giallna't 
tenants  and  ten  *  naer '}  tenants.  His  fail  company  in  his  terri- 
tory wa^  seven  men,  his  half  company  five.  Twenty  couples  were 
his  right  on  a  feiisting  (cmfteriiig)  from  Calends  to  Shrovetide. 
The  '  aire  tnisi  "  §  chief  had  twenty-seven  tenants,  fifteen  'giallna' 
tenants  and  twelve  *  saer '  tenants.  Uis  full  company  in  his  torri- 
tory  was  eight,  his  half  company  ||  six.  Twcntv  seven  couples 
were  his  right  on  a  feasting  from  the  Calenda  to  Shrovetide." 

A  careful  study  of  these  ancient  regulations  will  enable  ni 
bettor  to  understand  the  complex  causes  ot  vagabondage  in  Ireland 
in  later  times. 

The  social  condition  of  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  English 
Conquest  is  thus  set  forth  by  Oira/Jiis  Cambrensis  ;- — 

"  The  Irish  are  a  rude  people,  subsisting  on  the  produce  of 
their  cattle  only,  and  living  themselves  like  boasts — a  people  that 
has  not  yet  departed  from  the  primitive  habits  of  pastoral  life, 
lu  the  common  course  of  thiug:<,  mankind  progresses  from  tho 
forost  to  tho  field,  fram  tho  field  to  tho  town,  and  to  tho  social 
condition  of  eiUKons;  hut  this  nation,  holding  agncultural  labour 
in  contempt,  and  little  coveting  the  wealth  of  towna,  ua  well  as 
being  exceedingly  averse  to  civil  institutions — lead  tho  tiamc  life 
their  fathers  did  in  the  woods  and  opt>n  pastures,  neither  willing 
to  abandon  their  old  habits  or  k?arti  anything  now.  They,  thoru- 
foro,  only  make  patches  of  tillage ;  their  pasturoa  are  short  of 
herbage ;  cultivation  is  veiy  rare,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  land 

*  Tribe  Iniv.     t  Service  tunnnts.      X  Free  tenants.     ^  Lmdur  in  battliii. 

II  Uuirc>iQ[Kiiiy.  On  this  Ptofevor  O'Curry  retuiirks,  "  Kvery  ^t^nUemntL 
Moordiug  to  bis  liuk  vas  ontilled  to  pjit^irUhimi'Mt  for  biui«-If  and  hih  prc- 
Mtibcd  eompaay  for  udc  iiiijlu  in  any  buuac  iu  tht  tprriltiry.  Were  tie  Ui  iUy 
&iiy  bilker  he  ciiuld  ke«p  but  half  his  coiiipnny,  siid  one,  two,  &c^  in  sddilioi) 
awonling  to  rulo." 
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•own.  Thifl  want  of  tilled  fields  nriscs  from  the  nef^lect  of  those 
who  should  cnltivHt«  them  ;  for  there  are  large  tracte  which  are 
naturally  fertile  and  productive.  The  whole  habita  of  the  people 
are  contrary  to  agricultural  pursuits,  so  that  the  rich  glebe  u 
barren  for  want  of  liusbandmeo,  the  fields  demanding  labour 
which  i»  not  forthcoming.  Moreover,  I  have  never  seen  in  any 
other  nation  so  many  individuals  wbo  were  bora  blind,  so  many 
lame,  maimed,  or  having  some  natural  defect.  The  persons  of 
those  who  are  well-formed  are  indeed  remarkably  fine,  nowhere 
better ;  but  as  those  who  are  favoured  with  the  gifts  of  nature 
grow  up  exceedingly  handsome,  those  from  whom  she  withholds 
them  are  frigbtfuUy  ugly.  No  wonder  if  among  on  adulterous 
and  incestuous  people,  iii  which  both  births  and  marriages  are 
illegitimate,  a  nation  out  of  the  pule  of  the  laws,  nature  herself 
should  be  foully  corrupted  by  pem.'n'e  habit». 

"  The  impression  produced  by  the  Crith  Gabhlach  *  aa  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Irifih  people  at  the  date  of  its  composition  is  very 
unfavourable.  Their  houses  must  have  been  small  ami  ill-fur- 
niehed  ;  the  length  of  the  house  of  an  "  og-aire"  f  is  set  down  aa 
seventeen  feet — about  the  size  of  the  cottage  of  the  poorer  class  of 
farmers  of  the  present  day — and  the  house  of  the  head  king  is 
stated  to  measure  only  thirty-seven  feet  in  length ;  from  this  we 
must  ooncludo  that  the  habits  and  mode  of  life  of  the  upper  and 
lower  classes  were  very  similar;  the  houses  would  seem  to  haro 
consisted  each  of  one  room  only ;  the  dcecription  of  a  house,  as 
having  flo  many  "  bcdrt,"  not  rooms,  in  it,  shows  that  they  all  slept 
in  one  chamber;  the  houses  were  wood,  or  wattle- work  of  a  very 
unsubstantial  character ;  the  Imck  house  so  often  alluded  to  waa 
probably  a  detached  kitchen ;  the  furniture  described  ts  of  the 
simplest  nature,  and  in  insignificant  quantity ;  although  some 
golden  and  silver  articles  arc  mentioned,  there  is  scarcely  an  allu- 
sion to  rich  dresses,  jewels,  personal  ornaments,  or  works  of  art ; 
the  ordinary  diet  tteems  to  have  been  of  the  coarsest  dcAcripUon  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  there  if*  no  allusion  to  wine  throughout.'* 

"At  the  south  end  of  the  King's  house  were  posted  the  body 
guards  of  the  King,  four  lu  number ;  these  were  not  men  of  bis 

*  The  opinion  of  the  <Mlilan  of  the  OifA  fTo&Uach  ia,  that  iU  inlenial 
evi<ieiii'«  lead)  to  Uie  coni^hiHion  that  the  ilaCe  at  ihe  work  moet  be  brought 
down  to  rame  A«x«  niter  the  Ent^liab  inviuuou,  ur  ml  the  vmrlint  to  the  tint 
qnSTt«r  rif  ihc  fniirte^'mh  ceiitnn'. 

t  A  j'ouDR  "  air?  "  who  has  lalely  ac)|iured  Ihp  mnk  of  a  "  bo-aire." 
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bouse,  or  of  bis  trib«,  bul  brokeu,  Itiudluss  men,  whom  he  hnd 
freed  from  dungeoa  or  guUows,  or  from  servitude  of  the  lowest 
'^grado,  meii  without  tribe  or  home,  who  existed  only  as  the  hire- 
liugs  of  their  mastt^rs ;  the  man  whose  life  the  king  had  spared 
in  buttle,  was  not  considered  as  BuStciently  in  hi^  power,  'for  ho 
may  lay  hands  upon  him  and  kill  him  out  of  devotion  to  his  own 
chi^or  people,'  suoh  a  mun  could  not  be  trustod,  for  he  had  a  tribe 
iind  home  to  which  he  might  return." 

The  description  of  the  clasB  of  persons  wittb  ivhom  the  kings 
surrounded  themselves,  proves   that  they  wore  eeloctcd  precisely 
luse  thoy  were  not  momhcrs  of  the  tribe,  and,  therefore,  bound 
^to  the  lord  by  simply  personal  interests. 

The  frecraan  who  had  *'  lost  his  patrimony,  his  lands,  and  hi« 
,aitock,  and  did  not  positcss  anything  throughout  tho  territory 
'■Tiaibly  or  invisibly.  By  the  loss  of  all  his  property  tho  freemaa 
loftt  ako  bis  status. 

A  "cow  grazier  of  a  green,"  a  term  used  metaphorically  to 
'exprCM  the  case  of  the  freeman  who  ha.^  lost  his  statiu,  not  from 
poverty,  but  by  reason  of  disgraceful  cowardice. 

A  "Baitee  "  tenant,  a  man  who  is  not  freed  by  profeesion  or 
dde&ce. 

A  man  matched  with  a  bad  wife,  by  whom  bo  is  rendered 
kderanged  and  unateudy  ;  such  a  person  is  doliued  aa  an  "oinmit."  * 
A  "roidhlaeh"  jwrsun,  an  vlTeniiiiuto,  unworliko  man,  a  coward 
or  an  imbecile. 

A  clown,  mountebank,  or  buffoon,  not  a  jester  simply,  but  what 
we  should  call  an  tttneraut  tumbler,  diuhonoured  beoauae  he  "went 
ont  of  hia  shape  before  hosts  and  crowds, "t 

A  "  rias-caire  "  man,  "  a  nibber  whom  his  race  and  family  shun, 
a  Tiolntor  of  *cain'-luw,  and  of  law,  who  goes  from  martth  to 
marsh,  and  from  mountain  to  mountain,"  or  us  it  is  al^  explained, 


*  A  fool,  nsk  idiot, 

t  The  R^tilstioiu  of  ibe  Anritnt  Cusfamary  nf  Brittanif  thmw  Rome  fiirthpT 
lifiltl  on  the  Kuau  which  caused  Uiia  vowtidu  to  b«  Icxjkn]  upon  &«  di»crwlit- 
aUe. 

"An.  191.    Amooftit  those  who  are  regnjxled  as  infamoiu  in  the  ere  of  the 
r,  uid  incapable  of  actinfc  fiB  witn»iw.>«,  nro  Itwil  WAmeii,  hnn^oi  rif  thit^ves, 
..^ffnlM,  hotiM'-knitrliew, h»w)[«Tflfvrpa»trv, unfl  among  olhenretaiUn  o/vind, 
that  is  to  MV  perfoniwre  on  ihf  violin  aini  hatfpipe,  m QuntfilMnkn  ttml  p1ft,verK, 
rho  lead  a  fifu  full  of  infamy  and  scandiil.     fittanAf.  tn  jmnt  of  Jaet  tMn  it  lu 
v/wn^n  m'irt  in/amom  amf  nwrt  nttuiU  from  th*  natural  dultf  y  all  mm  than 
■i  afdrroiiug  nM't  lift  to  thfg  amUMmmt  of  of ktrt," 
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)f  the  latter  fate  of  such 


"a  rath-buiMer  wlio  w 


exprewive 

enslaved  to  a  cliief  and  a  church." 

And  lastly,  the  person  described  aa  "  '  a  crumb-fox,'  who  get* 
the  crumbs  of  all  food  natural  and  unnatural,  whatever  he  cruDcbes 
or  eats  is  hie ;  "  by  which  may  be  meant  a  starving  roguish  out- 
caat  ready  to  appropriate  and  consume  the  fragments  of  other** 
victuals. 

"  The  old  tribal  organieation  continued  to  be  the  supposod  fonn 
of  their  social  system.  Wo  read  of  the  King  culling  his  people 
together  for  Tarioiis  purpows.  and  of  tho  people  thcraselTes  declar- 
ing the  "  Fencchus  "  luw,  but  Ibe  univorBal  system  of  commenda- 
lion  extending  from  the  low  '  mbidboth  '  man  to  the  king  of 
companies  (every  one  of  whom  received  cows  from  a  superior,  and 
paid  his  food-rent),  and  the  musses  of  non-free  tenants  who  swelled 
tho  retainers  of  the  'JltiUh'  *  prove  that  the  new  system  of  pcrsonol 
relation  was  being  rapidly  substituted  for  tho  bond  of  tribal  union; 
tho  tribe  lands  had  been  monopolised  by  the  noldo  class ;  whether 
by  grant  or  force,  fairly  or  unfairly,  is  nnim])orlant.  As  a  natural 
consequonco,  landless  men  and  'fuidhirs'  abounded;  the  general 
instability  is  proved  by  tho  custom  of  hoatage^,  and  the  presence 
of  the  foreign  retainerfi  who  surround  the  King ;  and  the  rules,  a* 
to  the  maintonanec  of  the  wife  of  the  mercenary  soldier,  show 
that  the  hired  gollowglassif  the  curse  of  Ireland,  was  not  un> 
known."J 

The  earliest  English  legislation  of  which  we  have  any  record 
begins  in  tho  roign  of  Fdwnrd  II.  in  the  yeer  1310,  when  Sir 
John  AVognn,  who  had  bp^n  re-nppointed  Lord  Justice  for  the  third 
time,  summoned  a  IVrliament  which  met  at  Kilkenny, 

The  first  Statute  passed  by  this  Parliament  {3  Mw.  IT.,  c  1)  is 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  restrain  great  Lords  from  taking  of  Prises  § 
lodging,  or  sojourning  against  the  will  of  the  owner."  It  recites, 
"  That  merchant"*  and  the  common  people  of  this  land  are  much  im- 
poverished and  oppreit^ed  by  the  prises  of  grewt  lords  of  this  laud, 
which  take  what  they  will  throughout  the  couiitrey  without  pay- 
ing anything,  or  agreeing  with  the  owner  of  the  same ;  and  that 
they  will  sojourn  and  lodge  at  theirpleasure  with  the  good  people  of 


•  Lnnl. 

t  A  hvttvy  armed  fuot  t^oMiur.     Eme^  Oaiio-glath,  a  «erv-ant ;  a  heavy  armed 
soldier.  X  lulruductiuu  tu  Crilh  QiUiiUach. 

§  PurYcyaac«. 
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tlie  couutrey  against  their  wille,  to  destroy  and  iiDpoveriBb  thorn." 
It  then  enacts,  "  That  no  such  prisea  be  heiicefurtb  made  without, 
ready  payment  and  ugrecmcnt,  and  that  mms  shall  hurhour  m^r 
aoJDum  at  the  house  ol'  any  other  by  euch  malice  agtiinBt  the  con- 
sent of  him,  which  is  owner  of  the  house,  to  deBtroy  his  goods; 
and  if  any  shall  do  the  aame,  such  prises  and  such  manner  of 
destructions  shall  he  holden  for  open  robl>ery,  and  the  King  shall 
have  the  suit  thereof,  if  others  will  not  nor  dare  sue." 

The  next  {'6  Edw.  II.,  c.  2)  is  entitled  "An  Act  a^inst  the 
keeping  of  idle  Men  and  Kcums  in  time  of  Peace."  It  enacts, 
"  That  none  shall  keep  idle  people  nor  kearn  *  in  time  of  peace  to 
live  upon  the  poor  of  the  countrey,  but  that  those,  which  will  have 
them,  flball  keep  thorn  at  their  own  charges,  so  that  their  free 
tenants,  nor  farmers,  nor  other  tenants  be  not  charged  with  them. 
And  if  any  idle  man  or  kearn  take  anything  of  any  person  against 
his  will  in  the  form  aforesaid,  the  wardens  of  the  peace,  and  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  where  sueb  an  act  shall  be  done,  shall  do 
with  bim  as  an  open  robber,  as  often  as  tbey  shall  have  noiico 
thereof,  by  indictment,  or  by  the  enit  of  the  King  or  the 
party." 

Sir  John  Dam  in  his  "  Discoverie  of  the  State  of  Ireland,'*  tells 
as  that  it  was  Maurice  J-Mz- Thomas  of  Desmoml,  chief  commander 
of  the  army  against  the  Scots,  who  in  this  reign  "  began  that 
wicked  extortion  of  Coiijii€,-f  and  Livt'ri/,t  and  pay,  that  is  ;  lie  and 
bis  army  tooke  Horse-meate  and  Maas-Meate  and  money,  at  their 
pleMim,  without  any  Ticket  or  other  sotififaction."     He  further 

"The  English  Lords  to  strengthen  their  parties,  did  ally  them- 
Belrog  with  the  Irish,  and  drewe  them  in  to  dwell  among  tbem  ; 
gave  their  Children  to  be  fostered  by  them  ;  and  boving  no  other 
moaucs  to  pay  or  rcwai'd  tbem,  sufFrod  th&m  to  take  Coigne  and 
Livery  uppon  the  English  Freeholders  j  which  Oppresaion  was  so 
intollerublo,  OS  that  the  belter  sort  were  enforced  to  quit  their 
freeholds  and  fly  into  England  ;  and  novor  returned,  though  many 
Lawts  wcro  made  in  both  Koalmcs,  to  rcmaunde  them  backo 
Bgsino :  and  the  rest  which  ronmiued,  becatno  dogcnerat  and  mcer 
Irish,  a»  is  before  declared.     And  the  English  lairds  finding  tho 

*  A  foot  Mil()i*;r  of  Ui«  IowmX  muk.     Eim,  aam,  ■  man. 

t  CmnKimA,  eotertaintnetiL 

I  An  mUowiuicv  to  kwp  hnnm  at  livorjr. 
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Irish  exaction*  to  W  more  profitable  than  the  English  rents  and 
Berviceg ;  and  loving  the  Irish  tyranny,  which  was  tyed  to  no 
rulea  of  Law  or  Sonor,  better  than  a  just  and  lawtuU  Seigniory, 
did  reject  and  cast  off  the  English  Law  and  Go*-ernment,  received 
the  Irish  Lawes  and  Gustomes,  took  Irish  Suruanics,  as  Afae 
WUiiam,  Mac  Pheri*,  Mac  Ton's,  refused  to  oome  to  the  Parlia- 
ments which  were  summoned  by  the  King  of  England's  Autho- 
rity, and  scorned  to  oWy  those  English  Knighto  which  were 
sent  to  commuuud  aud  goveme  this  Kingdome ;  Namely  Sir 
Rirhard  Cape/,  Sir  John  Morris,  Sir  John  JJarcie,  and  Sir  JRapht 
Vffordr 

In  the  year  1440  another  Act  (18  Hen.  VI.,  o.  •})  was  passed 
by  which  those  who  brought  or  led  hoblora,*  kearns,  or  hooded 
men,!  English  rebels,  or  Irish  enemies,  or  any  oth^r  people,  or 
horses,  to  ly  on  horseback  or  on  foot  upon  the  King's  subjucto, 
without  their  good  wilta  and  oonsenta,  but  opoa  their  own  costs, 
and  without  hurt  doing  to  theoommunsof  the  country,  were  to  be 
adjudged  as  traitors. 

ThGattracfioDB  of  a  vagabond  and  plundering  life  seem  to  have 
operated  as  an  inducement  to  many  labourers  to  give  up  honeet 
labour,  na  the  35  Hon.  VI.,  cap.  7  (1447),  recites,  "That  the  com- 
mons are  much  grieved  with  this,  that  the  sons  of  husbandmen 
and  labourers,  which  in  old  time  were  wont  to  be  labourora  and 
truvaylera  upon  the  ground  as  to  hold  ploughs,  to  ere*  the  ground, 
and  travuyl  with  all  other  instruments  belonging  to  husbandry  to 
manure  the  ground,  and  do  all  other  works  InwfiJ  and  honest, 
according  to  thoir  state  :  and  now  they  will  he  keitmes,  evil-doers, 
wasters,  idle  men,  and  destrnctioncra  of  the  King  our  sovereign 
lord's  lioge-pcople,  to  the  great  decay  of  the  said  commons,  and 
impoverishment  of  their  state."  It  then  enact^a  that  "  the  said 
persons  f^om  henceforward  shall  be  labourers  and  tra^'ailers  upon 
the  ground,  as  they  were  in  old  time,  and  in  all  other  works  and 
labours  lawful  and  honest,  according  to  their  state.  If  it  fortune, 
that  any  such  son  of  husbandman  or  of  labourer  in  time  to  come  do 
the  contrary  of  this,  and  thereof  be  lawfully  convicted,  he  shall 
have  the  imprisonment  of  one  year,  and  over  tbut  he  shall  make  a 
fine  to  the  King,  or  (o  the  lord  of  the  franchise. 

*  Light  horiK'nien  moitiittil  nti  hobbies  or  portico. 

t  OulUiw>  wiUi  hi)(M)t^d  mantles  in  tht  Imli  fashion,  which  eaabled  tbeta  to 
cludo  ivcoKnilion. 
;  To  till,  to  |»Iniigli,     K&.  <no». 
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The  evidence  of  iho  stale  of  iho  country  and  the  woeful  condU 
tion  of  iho  common  people  afforded  by  tbe  two  IfoUowing  Acts 
remind  one  forcibly  of  the  conditiou  of  England  in  the  reign  of 
Kinjt  Stephen. 

Ilichnrd,  Duke  of  York,  who  was  the  lieutenant  of  the  kingdom, 
was  fit  the  same  time  t'arl  of  Ulster  and  Lord  of  Coouaug'bt  and 
Menth.  He  is  stated  to  have  "  kept  the  borders  uqcI  marehes  of 
the  Palo  with  much  adoo,  and  to  baTO  held  many  Parliaments 
wherein  sundry  Lawea  woromude  for  erecting  of  Caalles  in  Louth, 
3Ieth,  and  Ktldure,  to  stop  the  incursioutt  of  the  Irishrie." 

"  At  a  certain  Great  Council  holdeu  at  Dabiin  before  Hirliard 
Duke  of  York,  the  King's  Iteuteiiunt  of  Irehmi,  anno  dom.  l-loO. 

"  An  Act  that  no  Marchotir,*  nor  other  Man,  Bhall  keep  more 
Iloraomcn  or  Footmen,  than  they  e>hall  answer  for,  and  niuint>ain 
upon  their  own  Charges  and  their  Tenants ;  and  tor  presenting 
the  names  of  their  Men  ;  and  that  none  shall  take  Coynoe,  Cud- 
dies,! or  ^'igbt-suppers,  nor  shall  take  no  Pledges  of  them;  iho 
offenders  shall  ho  Feluns,  &c. 

"At  the  request  of  the  commons,  that  where  tho  marchours  of 
the  county  of  Dy  velyn,t  and  other  marchours  of  sundry  oountriea, 
and  other  men  within  the  land  of  Ireland,  do  keep  horsemen  and 
footmen,  as  well  Irish  as  English,  more  than  they  can  maintain 
upon  iheir  own  costs,  or  upon  their  own  tenants,  and  from  day  to 
other  do  coyneo  them  upon  the  poor  husbands  and  tenants  of  the 
said  land  of  Ireland,  and  oppress  and  destroy  them  ;  and  namely 
in  time  of  harvest  upon  their  comes  and  meadows  with  their 
horse*  both  day  and  night,  and  do  pay  nothing  therefore,  hut 
many  timed  do  rob.  spoyi,  and  kilt  the  said  tenants  and  husbands 
as  well  by  night  as  by  day  ;  and  the  captains  of  tho  same  marub- 
ours,  their  wives  and  their  pages,  certain  times  of  the  year  do 
gather  and  bring  with  them  the  Kiug's  Irish  enemies,  both  men 
and  women,  and  English  rebels,  with  their  horsemen  and  fuot- 
men,  as  well  in  time  of  war  us  of  peace,  to  night  suppers  culled 
cuddies,  upon  tho  said  tenantEi  und  husbands  ;  and  tbey,  that  are 
the  chief  captains  of  the  said  marchours,  do  lead  und  lodge  them 
apoo  one  husband  one  hundred  men,  horsemen  and  footmen,  some 
night,  und  upon  one  other  tenant  or  husband  so  many  one  other 

*  President  or  tliv  Murdiu. 

T  Ctiidt  s  V^ti,  Bhan-.  .*uppcr.     Cuidradii,  help,  aid. 

1  Uublni  (Knc,  DuM-lttiH,  lb«  black  pool ;  pi:  Oiv'lia  or  DaT'lin). 
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Bi^U  BoA  M  cTccj  ftoia  «ad  tbor  «!««■,  pag«^  aaAtUri 

aa  wcU  w  tliaB9elTa»  aad  enry  of  Uwm,  do  ladl  aad  hraig 

them  M  nai^  of  the  aid  Irish  eomiMs  Kod  E^a^iA  xtMi, 

iWr  hofi—w  Hid  fcatMBO,  opon  the  ai 

■ad  so  they o^theaeencieof  the  aadlaad: 

of  the  aid  maichoon  sad  their  wirea^  fga 

g^e  the  Mid  haahada  Md  liMiila  «r  the  i 

fcf  afuiawil ;  thaa  they  ge  to  the  -ptMi 

thethimea  ef  the  aaid  naitheeara  do  hat  la 

A^  that  the  mM  aianhnwia  Ihiiiwa  ^a 

couatrey  they  do  pat  eat  te  thi^  ia  tte  aa 

wmr  the  aeii  of  the  ntd  aafeheeai^  aa  wtll 

do  pude  the  aid  Indi  ea^aaea  aad  their  lUeeaiatel 

coantnj  ;  aad  what  takaat  or  haakad  «il  aet  he  aft  thai 

ther  do  bora,  thej  do  roh^  apdil,  ^id  kill,  ^A  ior  ih*  aw 

the  eiid  lead  U  waled  end  iliatiej  id    Aad  tf  eeeh  nAe  he 

DOt  pyn*»>>*^.  it  k  Ufce  to  he  Ae  aMv  da 

theaudUad.    ITIitiifiiiii  Tlir  friilfi  !■■■< I.  ir  ii 

end  egrsed  In- the  aathari^  of  the  aaadeoH 
aor  ether  aaa  rf  the  aeid  eaaatia  ikaB  kei 
bat  that  thcj  ahell  aaavw  $m 


aai  they  de  kM|i,  honaaaa  er  fcriaf.the 
eeaaty  of  Dfrdjn,  aad  ia  like  oaaa^  all 
aaa  of  traj  eoantf  vithia  Irdaad,  to  Ai 
paeea  id  the  eoaatieB.  sad  they  to  |aiaiMt 
b«ii&  flf  the  eaid  otiea  within  the  end 
pro««ato  ef  the  heat  haaa^-tovM  viika  the  I 
thrt  the  aid  Modwaafib  aar  ae  etha  aaa.  dheO  ^y  I 
aaeh  oapaat  anan,  eaddiem  ar  .hen  take  a.  pkdea  I 
aaraaaaarthmthiefaflrBeechall  gaide  a«e  af  A 
Lriah  oaais  ia  the  feta  afanaid. 
ether  aeo  deeootrazy  to  theofdiaaaeaaJtoaa^  Aaa  lh^ 
bejadsedMMeoa."   fSS  Hen.  VL.  c  1.) 
The  S8  Hea.  Tl,  c  3,  paaed  en  the 
"The  thieta  aad  enl-doea  iacreea  ia  gnet  ita 

fatc^  ead  do  deatroy  Ae  ooaaoae  with  their  AeAi 
aiaaiha^hnii.andahedocaaaeAehad^M 
poTcrtT.  lad  waste  ererr  d»T  more  aad  aaie.'*  It ; 
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notortouA  thieves,  or  tbiuves  fouud  rolbln^  by  night  or  day  may 
be  killed  by  auy  liege  man,  who  shall  receive  a  reward  to  be  levied 
ou  every  plough  or  cottHge." 

A  still  more  ferocious  Act,  commonly  known  as  the  "  Head 
Act"  (-5  Edw.  IV.,  c.  2),  was  passed  in  the  year  1465.  This 
Statute  declared  it  lawful  to  take,  kill,  and  decapitate  thieves, 
robbing  the  iiego  people  by  day  or  night,  or  going  or  coming, 
having  no  faithful  Kuglishman  of  good  name  or  fame  in  their 
company,  in  English  apparel.  The  head  waa  to  be  carried  to  the 
portrevo  of  the  town  of  Trim,  who  waa  bound  to  sot  it  on  n  stake  or 
Bpear  upon  the  castle,  and  to  give  his  wriiing,  under  the  common 
seal,  attesting  the  delivery.  By  this  document  the  bringer  of  the 
head  was  authorised  todiatrain  und  levy  by  his  own  hands,  in  tho 
bsTony  whore  the  thief  had  been  taken,  twoponco  from  every 
plough  hmd,  and  from  every  man  having  a  houfto  or  goods  to  tho 
value  of  forty  flhiUings  one  ponny ;  and  one  halfpenny  from 
every  other  cottier  having  house  and  smoke. 

The  Earl  of  Desmond,  tho  deputy  governor,  through  whose 
instrumentality  thi.i  Act  was  poiiAed,  was  attainted  by  the  Parlia- 
ment at  Droghoda  for  ultiance  and  faltering  with  tho  Irish  and  for 
taking  coigne  and  livery,  and  beheaded  1-ith  February,  14G7-8. 

lu  the  reign  of  Ucury  VII.  tho  independence  of  the  Anglo* 
Irish  Tarliament  wa«  aboUehed  by  the  10  lien.  VlL.c.  4  (1495), 
entitled,  "  An  Act  that  no  rarliamcat  bo  holdcn  in  tho  land  until 
the  Acta  be  cortifiod  into  Enghind,"  and  known  as  "  Poynings' 
haw,"  owing  to  its  being  passed  through  the  initiative  of  Sir 
EdvFard  Poynings,  who  was  then  Lord  Deputy.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  tho  10  Hon.  VII.,  c  22  (1495),  entitled,  "  An  Act  cou- 
firmingall  the  Statutes  made  in  England,"  tho  preamble  to  which 
runs  thua ; — 

"  Item,  prayen  the  commons,  that  forasmuch  as  thoru  bo«n  many 
and  diverse  good  and  profitable  statutes  late  mado  within  the 
realm  of  England  by  great  hibour,  ntudie,  and  [Kilieio,  as  well  in 
the  timo  of  our  sovereign  lord  tho  King,  aa  in  tho  time  of  his  full 
noblo  and  royal  progenitors,  whereby  tho  said  realm  is  ordorod 
and  brought  to  great  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  by  all  likelyhood 
so  would  this  land,  if  the  said  estalutos  were  used  and  executed  in 
the  aome."  It  then  ordains  "  That  all  estatutea,  late  made  within 
the  said  realm  of  England,  concerning  or  belonging  to  the  common 
and  publiquo  weal  of  the  same,  from  henceforth  be  deemed  good 

tea 


and  eiret-ruall  in  the  law,  and  one  tbat  be  accpplyd,  used,  and 
executed  within  this  land  of  Ircdand  in  all  points  at  all  times 
requisite."  • 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  laws  thus  rendered  operative  were 
ever  put  in  force  on  u  comprehensive  scale ;  otherwise,  within  the 
English  pale  they  could  only  have  rendered  confusion  worse  con- 
founded, and  to  have  attempted  to  hrinp  the  native  Irish  within 
their  scope  would  have  heea  as  impracticable  a  proceeding  as  would 
have  beeu  the  sudden  introduclloa  of  English  Statute  I^aw  into 
India  in  the  last  century. 

In  the  year  lyUi  in  his  despatch  announcing  the  destruction 
of  O'Brien's  bridge  across  the  Shannon  (which  opened  a  high- 
way from  Thomond  into  the  English  territorieis).  the  I^rd  Deputy 
(Lord  Gray)  complains  bitterly  of  the  insubordination  of  his 
Knglish  soldiers,  who  frequently  mutinied  in  the  Beld  to  obtain 
money  or  plimdcr.  "  I  am  in  more  dread  of  my  life  amongst  them 
that  be  soldiers,"  he  wrote,  "  than  I  am  of  them  that  be  the  king's 
Irish  enemies." 

Sir  Johu  Vurif  thus  speaks  of  the  extortionate  pnictioeB  of  the 
soldiery  and  their  effects. 

"  But  the  most  wicked  und  mischccvous  Cnstomc  of  all  others, 
was  that  of  Coigne  and  Livfiry,  often  before  mentioned ;  which 
consiMcd  in  taking  of  Maunmrai,  Ifont'mPfit,  and  Money  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Conntrr,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  soldier, 
who  as  the  phrase  of  Scripture  is,  Did  eat  up  the  jyroph  at  it  «v)r 
JirMii  :  for  that  he  had  no  other  entertainment.  This  Extortion 
waa  originally  Irish,  for  they  used  to  lay  Ronaghti  upon  their 
people,  and  never  gave  their  Soldier  any  other  pay.  But  when 
the  English  had  Learned  it  they  used  it  with  more  insolency,  and 
made  it  more  intolerable;  for  this  oppression  was  not  temporary, 
or  limited  either  to  place  or  time;  but  because  there  was  every 
■where  a  continuall  warro,  either  Offensive,  or  Defensive,  and  every 
Ix>rd  of  a  Countrey,  and  every  Marcher  made  warre  and  peace  »%* 
his  pleasure;  it  became  Universal  and  Perpetuall;  and  wua  iu- 
deede  the  most  heavy  oppression,  that  ever  was  used  in  any 

*  In  1331,  theS  J£dw.  HI.,  ec.  11  —  14,  togclticr  with  the  ftntutcs  i>rcTii>UBlf 
«nact>'>l  >1I  tho  same  teign,  was  oeiit  iiiUi  Irttutnl  in  furui  of  lutlvrs  pstAQt  "  to 
be  pulilirly  nrocliuroed,  and  so  much  aa  to  the  people  of  tho»«  jiarU  beloiigeUi 
t*i  be  fimil)- Kept  ami  <it»*rveil." 

t  Biea«M<-A(,»iil)sidy,  quartering  of  BoldifiTfl;  tivingon  freeqnMt«i).   Bnanadk\ 
s  Mtltli^r,  in  trnweluonie  ftuesL 
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Christian  or  lleathen  Kingdom,  And  thoreforo  rojf  O/i/n-eisoi-Hui, 
this  crying  ainne,  did  drawe  downe  na  great  or  greater  plagues 
upon  Irelund,  then  the  oppression  of  the  I^raeUtfi  did  draw  upon 
the  Land  o(  £fjt/pt.  For  the  phigues  of  Eg>jpt,  though  they  were 
grievous,  were  but  of  a  short  coutinuanoe.  But  the  plagues  of 
Irelund  Usted  4t)0  yeares  together.  This  Extortion  of  Coigoo 
and  Livery  did  produce  two  notorious  efieots.  First,  it  made  the 
Laud  wast ;  Next,  it  made  the  people  idle,  hot  when  the  Uus* 
baudmau  had  laboured  all  tho  yeare,  the  soldier  in  one  night  did 
coosume  the  fruit«  of  all  his  labour,  Lomjiqua  purit  /abor  irrttus 
aunt.  Ilad  he  reason  then  to  manure  the  Land  for  the  next  yoaro  Y 
Or  rather  might  he  not  complaino  aB  the  Shepherd  in  Viryil — 

'  Impiiu  hive  tarn  cu1ta  nova-Wii  iiiile«  ba1xrl>it ) 
BarbAmii  hsn  aejietcA  I    Hn  iiuo  disconlia  OvmA 
Peniuxit  iDuenM  i    £n  *{uk\»  cuii»«vuau»  aKiw  ( ' 

And  hereupon  of  necessity  came  depopulation,  banishment,  and 
extirpation  of  the  better  sort  of  suhjects ;  and  such  as  remained 
became  idle,  and  lookers  on,  expecting  the  event  of  thofle  mitteriea 
and  evill  tiroes:  So  as  this  extreme  Extortion  and  Opprei;«uon, 
hath  beene  the  true  cause  of  the  Idlontasc  of  this  Irjah  Nation ; 
and  that  rather  the  vulgar  sort  have  chosen  to  be  Bcggers  iu 
forntign  Countries,  thou  to  miuture  their  own  fruitfLil  Laud  at 
home, 

"  I>astly,  this  oppression  did  of  force  and  necessity  make  tlie 
Irifth  a  craftie  people:  for  such  as  are  opprefisod  und  live  Id 
slavery,  are  ever  put  to  their  shifts  ;  Inifeniutn  mala  stBpe  tnotvnl; 
aad  therefore,  iu  the  old  Comedies  of  Phutm  and  Terence,  the 
Bond  ahiTe  doth  always  act  the  cunning  and  Craftie  port. 
Beside^  all  the  Common  people  have  ii  whyning  tune  or  Accent 
in  their  speech,  aa  if  tlioy  did  still  smart  or  suiTer  Home  oppression. 
And  this  Idlenea^e,  together  with  fuore  of  imminent  mischiefes, 
which  did  continually  liaiig  over  their  headM,  have  bin  the  cause, 
that  the  Irish  were  ever  the  most  inquisitive  people  after  newes, 
of  any  nation  in  the  world.  As  8t.  Patile  himselfe  made  observa- 
tion upon  the  people  of  AUieim  ;  tliat  they  were  an  idle  people. 
and  did  nothing  but  leamo  and  tell  Newes.*    And  because  tho-«c 

*  ThiJ  i«  a  conimnii  idioKfncnuiy  with  nnedncatcJ  [wnplc.  MauKiv»&y» 
thai  "  smong  EoglUh  coottu^  not  one  rcuiiklu  in  l  wvuly  can  roud,  and  not  one 
Iu  f'lTtf  can  write.  But  tiicy  are  fund  <■(  lUtenin^  to  hiiv  tme  m'Iio  reads  th« 
»f  M'spApor  or  Any  exciting  stor}'." 
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NeTTfta-Carriera  did  by  their  fftUc  mtcllit»enco,  many  timM  raise 
troubles  and  rebellions  in  this  Rcalmc,  the  Statute  of  KilJiemti/, 
doth  pnniah  newog-tcllors  (by  tho  name  of  Sktlagket)  *  with  Fine 
and  ran  some. 

"  Tbis  Kxtortion  of  Coiffne  and  Lirery,  was  taken  for  the  main- 
tcnaunce  of  their  men  of  warre;  but  their  Irish  oxactioiui  ex- 
torted by  their  Chieftaines  and  Taniifi,f  by  oolooi  of  their  bar- 
baroua  8eigmory,  were  almost  as  grievous  a  burthen  as  the  other; 
namely,  Cos/ierinjf8,t  which  were  visitations  and  progresses  made 
by  tho  Lord  and  his  followers,  among  his  Tenant* :  wherein  he 
did  eate  them  (as  the  English  I'roverbo  is)  Out  of  Houne  and 
Home.  Sf  Kings  of  the  Katie,  of  his  family  called  Kerndy,  of  his 
Horses  and  Hors-boyos ;  of  his  Doggcs  and  Dog-boyes,  and  the 
liJto  :  And  lastly*  CuUitiga,  TaUages,^  or  Spendinga,  high  or  low.  at 
his  pleasure;  all  wbtch>  mode  tho  Lordo  an  absolute  Tyrant,  and 
tlio  Tonmint  a  very  slave  and  villain  ;  and  in  one  respcet  more 
miserable  then  Bond  slaves.  For  commonhj  ihe  BottH  n/are  is  /ed 
by  his  Loiti,  f/ttt  fnvre  the  Lord  Kos/edtia  Ity  his  Bond  vtarf." 

lu  the  year  1542  wo  meet  with  ihe  first  Act  for  the  regnlation 
of  servants'  wages  (33  Hen.  VIIL,  c.  fl).  This  Act  recites,  "  That  as 
prices  of  victualls,  cloth,  and   other   neccssariea   for  laboareTs, 
■crvant-9  at  husbandry,  and  artificers  ycarely  change,  as  well  some- 
tiiue  by  reafton  of  dearth  and  scarcenessc  of  corne  and  victuall  U_^ 
otherwise,  so  that  hard   it   is  to   limit  in  certain  what  vag«C^H 
servants  at  husbandry  ahonld  take  by  the  yeore,  and  other  arti- 
ficers and  labourers  by  the  day  ;  by  reason  whereof  they  now  aslce 
and  lake  wireasonable  wages  within  the  land  of  Ireland."     It 
then  enacts,  "For  reformation  whereof,  that  the  Justice  of  Peace 
in  every  County,  yearly  in  their  setssions  to  bee  holdea  within  one 
mouetli  next  ufter  tho  feast  of  Kastor,  and  one  moneth  next  after 
the  feust  of  Saint  Michael  the  Archangel,  shall  make  proclama- 
tions by  their  discretion,  havoing  respect  to  such  prices  aa  victualls, 
cloth,  and  utlier  necesaaries  then  shall  be  at,  how  much  every 
mason,  carpenter,  scluutur,  and  every  other  artificer  and  luliourer, 
shall  take  by  the  day,  as  well  in  horvost  season,  as  any  other  time 
.  of  the  yeare,  with  meate  and  dnnkc,  and  how  much  without  meat« 
and  drinke,  betwixt  both  tho  said  sessions  ;  and  also  at  the  seeaions 

•  SftaUiitthe,  a  rtory-lellcr,  tali'-liesrer. 

t  7*diMUE/<,  lite  fecuQil  person  iu  mnk.  the  presumptive  or  appaivnt  heir  to 
a  prince.  J  Vmir,  a  fearl,  entutauuuent. 

I  TaUadh,  A  cutting  tit  lopping  off. 
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hoMen  next  after  the  feast  of  Easter,  hour  iiiiuli  every  aer- 
^nt  at  husbandry  shall  take  by  the  yearc  following,  with  meatc 
und  drinko ;  and  that  every  of  them  shall  obey  such  proclama- 
tions froin  time  to  time,  as  a  thing  made  and  established  by  Act 
of  Parliament  for  a  law  in  that  behalfe,  upon  paine  of  forfeyture, 
every  ODC  of  the  said  carpenters,  sclautcrs.  artificers,  labourers,  and 
servants,  that  shuU  take  any  thing- contrarie  to  the  aaid  procluiuti- 
tion  or  proclainutionH,  the  thing  su  taken,  and  imprison  men  t  uf 
their  bodies  by  the  discretion  of  the  said  justice."  This  Stutule 
was  revived  and  made  perpetual  by  11  Eliz.,  c.  5,  Scss.  I.  (ldG9). 

In  thia  year  an  Act  against  vtigabonda  was  also  passed  by 
33  lien.  VIII.,  c.  15,  Seas,  I.  This  Act  i«  a  reproducliou  of  the 
English  Statute,  22  Uen.  YIII.,  c.  12,  and  it  further  provides 
that "  Quolors  shall  have  u  seal  engraved  with  the  name  of  thu 
guul,  aud  give  licence  to  beg  for  six  weeks  to  persons  delivered, 
nut  able  to  pay  fees,  nor  get  work,  nor  born  in  that  hunilred. 
Afterwards  they  shall  be  compelled  to  go  within  a  limitted  time 
to  the  hundred  where  bom,  or  dwelt  lust  three  vears." 

At  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Klizabeth,  the  practice  of 
muny  English  lords  in  encouraging  the  native  Irish  to  harass 
their  rivals  in  authority  appears  to  have  produced  its  inevitable 
results  in  an  increase  of  vagabondage.  This  was  attempted  to  be 
put  down  by  11  EHr_,c.  4,  Sm8.I.  (a.d.  1569), styled,  "An  Act  that 
five  Persons  of  the  he-st  and  eldest  of  cvci-y  Nation  amongst  the 
Irishcrie,  shall  bring  in  all  the  idle  Persona  of  their  Surname,  to 
be  justified  by  r*aw." 

"  Whereas  we,  your  Mnjesties  most  humble  and  obedient  subjects, 
hove  been  these  many  years  past  grieved  with  a  generation  of  vile 
and  base  conditioned  people,  bred  and  maintained  by  (eoynie  and 
liveries)  the  auncient  enemies  to  the  prosperltie  of  this  your 
Mujeitties  realm,  of  which  sort  the  lords  and  captains  of  this  land 
hath  to  ruise  and  stirre  up  mme  to  be  maintiiined  as  outlaws 
to  annoy  each  others  rules,  and  so  serving  the  iniquitie  of  the 
time,  hath  not  ouely  in  attending  those  practices,  imbnsed  their 
owne  particular  estates,  but  also  brought  the  whole  pubKlte  wealth 
of  their  supposed  rulea  to  ruiue  and  utter  decay ;  for  rrmedie 
whereof,  yuur  said  subjects  moat  lowly  and  humbly  beseech  it 
snay  bc«  enacted,  ordoynud  and  cstabliKhcd,  thut  from  henceforth, 
fivopoTBOUsof  the  boat  aud  eldest  of  evet-iu  eltrpu'  or  nation  of 

*  A  nxcj  a  Entuilj*. 
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ihe  Irinhrie,  anJ  in  the  countries  that  bee  not  a«  yet  «hire  grountls, 
and  till  they  bee  sliire  ground,  ehall  be  bound  to  bring  in  to  be 
justified  by  law,  all  idle  persons  of  their  gurname,  which  ehall  bee 
hereafter  char^^  with  any  offence,  or  oleo  Kutisfic  of  their  owoe 
pniper  goods,  the  hurtos  by  them  contmitted  to  the  parties  grieved, 
ond  ulso  yield  to  the  Queen's  Majestic,  her  heiros  end  succossours ; 
such  fines  as  by  the  lord  deputy,  govemour  or  govcrnoun,  and  the 
councell  of  this  realm  for  the  time  being,  shall  bo  assessed  for 
their  offences.'* 

Tn  July,  lti3-3,  Viseount  Wcntworth,  whoso  obnoxious  memory 
is  belter  preserved  by  his  subsequent  title  of  Karl  of  StraQbrd, 
coDimenCL'd  Ins  duties  am  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland.  He  came  to 
Ireland  with  feelings  of  thorough  contempt  for  all  classes  in  that 
country,  and  his  suijcreilious  bearing  guve  great  olfenee  to  the 
Council  and  the  nobility.  In  July,  Ut'M,  he  assembled  a  Parlia- 
ment, the  subsen-iency  of  which  he  endeavoured  to  secure  by 
having  a  number  of  persons  in  the  pay  of  tho  Grown,  chiefly 
military  officers,  returned  an  members. 

One  of  the  first  measures  of  thiK  Parliament  was  nn  Act  against 
vagabondage  {the  10  &  1 1  Car,  I.,  c  4)  for  tiie  better  suppressing 
of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  other  idle  and  disorderly  persons, 
which  directs  houses  of  correction  for  setting  idle  people  to  work 
to  be  built  iu  every  county.  The  following  are  to  be  deemed, 
rogues  and  vagabonds: — 

"  All  persons  culling  themselves  schollars,  going  about  begging, 
all  idle  persons  going  about  in  any  country,  either  begging  or 
using  auy  subtile  craf^,  or  unlawful!  games  or  playes,  or  faigning 
themselves  to  have  knowledge  in  phisiognomie,  palmestry,  or 
other  like  crafty  science,  or  pretending  that  they  can  tcU  des- 
tinyes,  fortunes,  or  such  other  like  phantastical  imaginations,  all 
persons  that  be  or  utter  thembolves  to  be  proctors,  procurers. 
patent- gatherers  or  collectors  for  gaols,  prisons,  or  hospitalls,  all 
foncers,  boar-wards,  common  players  of  enter-ludes,  and  minstrels, 
wandering  abroad,  all  juglers,  wandering  persons,  and  common- 
labourers,  being  persons  able  in  body,  using  loytering,  and 
refusing  to  work  for  such  rcasonablo  wages  as  is  faxed  and 
commonly  given  iu  such  parts,  where  such  persona  doe  or  shall 
happen  to  abido  or  dwell,  not  having  living  otherwise  to  main- 
tuine  thrmselTcs,  uU  persons  delivered  out  of  gaols  that  heg  for 
their  fees,  or  otherwise  travoilo  begging,  all  such  as  shall  wander 
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aTtroad,  pretending  losse  by  fire  or  otherwise,  ull  suclj  as  wauder- 
ing  pretcud  theiuaeWcfl  to  bo  Kp^ptiaua,  or  wandor  in  the  faabito, 
forme,  or  attire  of  eountcrfoit  Egyptians.  Thcao  arc  all  to  bo 
punifibed  under  Stat.  33  Hen.  VIII.,  c.  lo,  or  by  acnding  to  the 
Uonse  of  Correction."  Persons  uhlo  to  labour  running  awuy  and 
leaTing  their  families  upon  the  parish,  or  tbroatcning  bo  to  do 
upon  proof  by  two  witncsftes,  are  to  be  aent  to  the  Houne  of 
Correction  iintesA  they  find  surety. 

The  nest  Act  we  have  to  notice  (the  10  &  11  Car.  I.,  c.  6)  read* 
like  a  grim  piece  of  political  satire. 

It  recites  that  "divers  statutes  of  force  within  this  kingdome 
are  now  by  reason  of  tto  blessed  change  of  times  grown  out  of 
use,  and  many  of  them  not  fit  to  be  coatinued,  as  not  sorting 
vith  fhe  condition  of  the  present  times,  and  the  happy  govtrti- 
rantit  under  which  the  subjects  of  this  kingdorae  doe  livo."  It 
then  repeal)*,  among  others.  'JH  Hen.  VI.,  c.  1,  and  5  Kdw.  IV., 

This  Parliament  also  legislated  agulu»t  another  form  of  the  prac- 

tioe  of  coshering  by  the  10  &  11  Car.  I.,  c.  IG,  entitled  uu  Act  for 

the  auppreasing  of  CuaUerera  and  Idle  Wanderers.   This  Statute  re- 

eitce  that  "  there  are  many  young  gtrntlemeu  of  this  kingdome  that 

hove  little  or  nothing  to  live  on  of  their  owne,  and  will  not  apply 

themselves  to  labour,  or  other  honest  industrious  courses  to  support 

t  hemsolvea,  but  doe  live  idely  and  inordinately,  coshering  upon 

the  country,  and  scssing  themselves,  their  followers,  their  horses 

and  their  gray-hounds   upon  the   pooro  inhabitants,  sometimes 

exacting  money  from  them,  to  spare  them  and  their  tenants,  and 

to  goe  olsewherc  to  their  eaught*  and  edraugh,*  viz.  sapper  and 

breakfast,  and  sometimes  craving  helps  from  them ;   all  which 

the  poore  people  dare  not  deny  them,  sometimes  for  shame,  but 

moxt  commonly  for  fear  of  mischief  to  he  done  or  procured  them 

flo  refusing,  and  therefore  doc  bare  it  although  unwillingly,  and 

niimy  timee  when  they  arc  scarce  able  so  to  doe,  and  yet  dure  not 

complaine  for  feare  of  the  inconvenienciea  aforesaid,  and  to  that  end 

doe  make  cut*>,  levies,  and  plotments  upon  thoniHelves  to  pay  them, 

and  give  such  entertainment  and  helps  to  the  utter  impoverishing 

uiid  disablinge  of  the  poore  iuhabitaDts  to  pay  their  duties  to  the 

*  Eaa-jht  is  a  tormitt  form  of  Uic  old  Irie^h  word  {ngtdacht.  ho«pitality  or 
uuiinlviiuiicv,  iil»"  wriU'.-ii  aoiiUttaehU  from  wfli,  n  jjut-sC.  Tho  itcnvaliuu  uf 
ntniivih  ii.  prolirthly  the  Uftclicr  tilrath  (n  shortoncil  lomi  o(  rtdar-thmth),  ni«N]- 
tiiuu  in  lliu  iu<>nuiig.  n  wvnl  now  uUotcie  in  trvUml. 
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King's  MajcMie,  and  their  ronta  unto  their  landlords;  and  hy  that 
luwIoBso  kind  of  lifo  of  these  idle  gentlemen  anil  others,  1)eing  com- 
monly active  young  men,  and  such  as  sook  to  hure  many  followers 
and  dependants  upon  them,  many  other  inconveniences  are  likely 
to  arise,  for  they  are  apt  upon  the  least  occoMon  of  disturbance  or 
insurrection,  to  rifle  and  make  bootie  of  his  Majeftties  loyall  sub- 
jects, and  to  be  heads  and  loaders  of  outlawes  and  rebels,  and  in 
the  meantime  do  and  must  mmetimes  supporttheir  exceasive  and 
eJcpenccfuU  drinking  mid  gaming,  by  secret  stealths,  or  growing 
into  debts,  oftentimes  61ch  and  stand  upon  their  keeping,  and 
arc  not  amesnable  to  law."  It  then  enacts  that  such  persons  mny 
bo  apprehended  and  bound  to  good  behaviour  and  committed  to 
gaol  till  tbey  Rnd  bonds  with  very  good  sureties  returnable  at  the 
next  sessions. 

Tbeeu  cosberers  bear  a  strong  family  Ukeness  to  the  S<»tch 
gvniersy  and  aro  probably  identical  with  the  gentlemanly  idlers 
who,  in  the  year  1*506,  are  thus  described  by  Speuscr  lu  his 
"  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland  "  :— 

"  All  tbe  Irish  abnost  boast  themselves  to  bo  gentlemen,  uo  lotfse 
then  the  Welsh ;  for  if  he  can  derive  hlm^elfe  from  the  head  of 
any  sept,  (iis  must  of  them  can,  tbuy  are  so  expert  by  their 
llardcs,]  then  he  holdeth  bimselfe  a  gentleman,  und  thereupon 
seorueth  to  worke,  or  use  any  hard  labour,  which  he  eaitb,  is  the 
life  of  a  peusauC  or  churle ;  but  thenceforth  becommeth  either  an 
horse-boy  or  a  elocuh  *  to  soma  kenie,  inuring  himselfe  to  his 
weapon,  and  to  the  gentlemanly  trade  of  steuting,  (as  they  count 
it).  So  that  if  a  gcntlemon,  or  any  weullby  man  yeoman  of  tbem, 
have  any  children,  the  eldest  of  them  perhaps  ahall  bo  kept  in 
some  order,  but  qU  the  rest  shall  shift  for  themselves,  and  fall  to 
this  occupation.  And  moreover  it  is  a  common  use  amongst  some 
of  their  gentlcmcna  sonnefi,  that  so  soon  as  they  are  able  to  use 
their  weapons,  they  straight  gather  to  themselves  three  or  fouro 
struftlors,  or  koarnc,  with  whom  wandring  a  while  up  and  downe 
idely  the  countrey,  taking  onely  meate,  he  at  lost  falleth  unto  some 
bad  occasion  that  shall  be  offered,  which  being  onco  mode  known, 
he  is  thenceforth  counted  a  man  of  worth,  in  wbomc  there  is 
courage ;  whereupon  there  draw  to  him  many  other  like  loose 
young  men,  which,  stirring  him  up  with  iucourugement,  provoke- 
biffl  aborlty  to  flat  rebellion  ;  and   this  happens  not  onely  somc- 

•  iUvcach,  ail  iJlc  fellow  whu  live*  on  tlii-  iadiutry  ofuthcn. 
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times  in  the  soanes  of  tlieir  gentle  men,  but  also  of  their  noble- 
men, specially  of  thoiu  who  have  base  Bonnes,  For  they  are  not 
onely  nut  ashamed  to  acknowledge  tbem,  but  also  boaste  of  them, 
und  iie«  them  to  Buch  secret  sorrices,  as  thoy  themselves  will  not 
be  scene  in,  as  to  plague  their  cnemyos,  to  spnyle  their  neigh- 
bours, to  oppreese  und  crush  some  of  their  owne  too  fitubbume  free- 
holders, which  are  not  tructahlo  to  their  Trills." 

A  little  later  Sir  Willium  Petty  boars  testimony  to  the  unhappy 
conditioix  of  the  country,  "  About  504,000  of  the  Irish  perinlitnl, 
und  were  wasted  by  the  sword,  plague,  famine, hardship,  and  bauish- 
nient  between  the  23d  of  October  1041,  and  tlie  same  day  l(i02." 

The  temptations  to  intemperance,  with  all  their  pauperising 
conM-qneiices,  seem  to  have  been  very  great,  ua  u  "  Declaration  of 
the  T/ord  Dt*puty  and  Council"  in  the  year  1655  statw,  "That 
the  Multitude  of  Ale-houses  in  this  Nation  (being  the  shops  and 
nests  of  wickednecB)  are  no  whit  restrained  in  niimher,  nor  re- 
formed in  their  abuses,  but  (according  to  the  old  usual  Irish 
manner)  almost  every  house  in  every  Village  and  Town  is  an  Ale- 
house." It  then  orders  the  authorities  to  take  special  care  to 
kssen  the  number. 

The  Vagraut  Acts  of  1542  and  1634  appear  to  h&ve  made 
inKtrumeuts  for  oppreosiou  and  extortion  in  many  cases,  as  the 
}>echiration  further  states,  that  under  colour  of  warrautB  granted 
by  Justices  of  the  Peace  "many  poerinaoceut  persons  of  the  Irish 
nation  that  do  follow  their  labour  are  taken  away  and  sent  to  the 
,  J^Dglish  plantations  ;  and  many  are  forced  to  give  monoy  for  their 
delivenuice,  contrary  to  law  and  the  power  and  directioue  given 
for  apprehending  such  persons."  Persons  bo  oifcuding  are  then 
ordered  to  l>e  proceeded  against. 

The  wild  state  of  the  country  is  evidenced  by  two  Froclamationa 
of  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council  in  the  years  IGM  and  1650  "  for 
the  better  destroyieg  of  wolves,  which  of  late  yoars  have  much 
increased  in  many  parts  of  this  Nation,"  und  offering  the  following 
rewards  to  all  persons  who  shall  take,  kill,  or  destroy  any  wolf. 
For  oTory  bitch  wolf  eix  pounds,  for  every  dog  wolT  five  pounds, 
for  every  cub  which  prcyeth  for  himself  forty  shillings,  and  for 
>very  sucking  cub  ten  shillings. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  reign  of  "William  III.,  the  country 
THs  again  dcftolnted  during  the  struggle  for  supremacy  with  the 
ndherents  of  James  II. 
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Tho  7  Will.  III.,  c.  21  {I69J),  recitea  that  "  by  the  lato  rebel- 
lion  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom  hath  been  left  wastti  and 
deeolato,  and  the  frequent  robberies,  murders,  and  other  uotorious 
felonies  committed  by  robbers,  rappnrecs*  und  torica  f  upon  their 
keeping,  hath  greatly  diacouragcd  the  repluntingol' this  kingdom.'' 
It  then  enactD  that  tho  inhabitants  of  every  barony  or  county  arc 
to  make  full  aatlsfnction  for  niich  matters.  Any  person  presented 
by  tho  grund  jury  an  a  tory,  rapparee,  or  mhber  out  on  his  keep- 
ing, and  not  surrendering  within  a  time  limited  by  proclamation  by 
the  lord  deputy  is  to  be  convicted  of  high  trojison,  and  any 
concealing  or  aiding  him  is  to  be  guilty  of  felony  without  clergy.' 
The  juaticca  at  assizes  or  sessions  with  the  assent  of  the  grand  jury 
may  tax  the  inhabitants  for  a  reward  to  those  who  take,  convict, 
or  kill  such  oilenders. 

Defect*  in  this  Act  ore  supplied  by  9  Will.  III.,  c.  9  (1697);  by 
9  Anne,  c.  II  (1710);  it  is  extended  to  cattle  maimers,  and  the 
ti  Qeo.  I.,  c.  12  (ITI4),  continues  and  amends  the  Acts  for  sup- 
pressing  toriee,  robberei,  and  rttpparees. 

The  prohibitions  on  Irish  commerce  were  also  another  fruitful 
source  of  misery  at  this  puriod.  Sir  William  Petty,  writing  in 
1C91,  pertinently  asks,  "  Why  should  they  (the  Irielt)  breed 
mure  euMlu,  ijinuo  'tis  peniil  to  import  them  into  England  .  .  . 
und  liow  should  merchants  have  stock,  since  trade  is  prohibited 
uuii  fettered  by  the  statutes  of  England  ?  " 


'  li/i]ipaTte.  Er«e,  rajiairt,  a  robber,  a  tliief,  a  Danie  fonucrly  given  to  ccrUin 
nriin-<l  pItiTnIea-r«  in  ]rt>Ian<l. 
+  Tury.  Ertc,  tOmidhe,  a  puraner,  hence  a  plandcror,  a  robber. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 
IRELANU. 

1701—1885- 

Rdgn  of  Anno— Provision  Tor  «i«ctinj;a  worklwnse  in  Duljlin— Trestment  of 
vigBbin]ds-~Act  fnr  oiippTeMing  tone*,  robfwrs  nnrl  rappttrtft* — OiM:.rRe  1. 
~Act  to  punish  idle  and  disorderly  eerx-ants  aod  tv  mUltoriw  vagmut. 
chiUlren  to  ht  npprontiecd  lo  Prat«j>lAnt  hoiiftekeppers,  Ac. — Evil  rr^nltn 
of  Uie  lax  ptinifiiiment  of  offenden — Acts  n^ninst  idle  and  <li>>(>nlerly  prr- 
■otii  in  the  citv  of  Dublin — C'oiiditir..ti  of  nicndidty  in  1729— Ucorge  11. 
^Acls  to  n^uat«  wages  and  to  nuUiome  the  tmaaportAtion  (ff  v(uulroii4-> 
or  their  i:oinpul(«r>'  nL-n^ict'  in  iht  flwt — Att  to  roatnin  Tagmiits  laboiiriiij' 
uuder  bodily  disorders— (leorge  IIL — VftgrantB  to  be  kept  apart  Jnmi 
rliildren — Condition,  of  va4{mucy  in  Ii.li— Fiirchei"  Acts  to  renulatt^  llie 
rate  of  ttb^cs — The  helples*  poor  receiving  relict  l'>  wear  badges— N'tfts 
etyvtt,  thcM  cleaners,  wmkvt  carriers  from  market,  Ike.,  witbuuL  lici-ucu 
deemed Togabonda — Estimate  of  the  number  of  bc^f^ai-s  in  Diihliri  in  i7H4 
— Punishniout  of  penoua  barbouriiiji  »>cum — Act  to  uLilhuriHi  tlit!  d*.-ti-ii> 
tiim  iif  nn-apicioiu  fltrongers  a«  vapabon3s — Act  ai;ftin«l  iinlawfnl  otithn — 
Social  cMudiUoa  of  the  jjour  iu  I7'j"— Rupottu  of  the  Cduimitlepa  uf  !8tW 
aod  lftil8  as  to  exinting  [>ri:>vi.4iriii  fur  tht?  support  of  tlif!  n^rd  iiml  iiiilriii 
poor  and  puniHluiient  uf  vu^i-nnLe — Tim  "  EaiiK  Bi-k^ut '"— i^Uite  of  Dublin 
in  IH\^ — Act  'if  IH36  u^-aiiial  petiuiiiH  detiertiny  their  wiv™  or  chiUiriii — 
Mi;eli]iK  i"  18*Ji  on  the  incrvai^i.-  of  vasramry— Act  uf  1847  f"r  the  reprefl- 
sion  nf  vimninrj — Hijuirl  nf  tin-  r<i()r  Imw  [nsijeclnrx  on  llie  innilitiwn 
of  vafjrancy  in  18^6 — Number  of  vut:ranti9  relieved  in  IHTOand  IH»X 

Tn  the  yftnr  1703  wo  racot  with  a  Statute  which  contiiins  the  first 
gerros  of  a  legal  pro>'iMon  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  (2  Anne,  c.  19)  ; 
it  is  styled  "An  Act  for  orocttng  a  workhouso  in  the  City  of 
Dublin  for  imploying  and  maintaining  the  Poor  thereof,"  and 
recites  that  "  (he  neceMtties,  number  and  continual!  increase  of 
the  poor  within  the  city  of  Duhlin,  and  liberties  thereto  adjoyn- 
iog,  are  very  great  and  exceeding  burthensome  for  want  of  work- 
houses to  sott  them  lit  worke,  and  a  nufRcient  nuthority  to  compell 
th«reto."  It  thea  (»itabliflhefl  a  corporation  consisUog  of  the 
principal  Coiut  and  City  and  County  officials,  who  are  to  elect 
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out  of  tliemselves  "  a  treasurer  and  ecvca  assistants  without  anj 
reward  or  BuUary,"  who  are  to  have  power  to  nuJie  by-laws  "  fur 
relieving,  regulating  and  setting  at  works  all  vagabonds  and 
beggurs  which  shall  come  within  the  city  and  liberties,"  and  to  pno- 
%'ide  ncc«6sario8  and  materials  for  the  setting  to  work  the  poor  of 
the  city  and  liberties,  or  any  that  shall  be  found  bilging  therein ; 
and  to  apprehend  all  idle  or  poor  people  begging  or  seeking  relief 
or  who  receive  parish  alms  to  dwell  in  such  hospital  or  work- 
houses and  to  do  such  work  and  labour  there  08  the  court  shall 
think  them  able  and  fit  for,  and  al»o  to  detain  and  keep  in  the 
service  of  the  corporation  until  the  age  of  sixteen  any  poor 
childrca  found  or  taken  up  above  the  ago  of  fivo,  who  shall  be 
left  to  be  maintained  by  any  parish,  or  who  aro  unable  to  sup- 
port tticniselve«;  and  after  the}'  have  attained  the  ago  of  sixteen 
the  court  is  to  have  power  to  bind  or  put  out  such  childrea 
apprentices  to  any  honest  persons,  being  Protestants,  within  the 
realm :  {that  is  to  Ray)  every  male  child,  until  he  attains  the  age 
of  twenty- four;  and  every  female  child  until  she  attains  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  or  for  any  lesser  time. 

"  The  court  or  assembly  is  to  have  power  to  inflict  reasonable 
punishment  or  correction  from  time  to  time  on  any  vagabond 
or  poor  person  within  tbo  workhouse  who  shall  not  conform 
to  tho  rules,  orders,  and  ordiuancoe,  and  is  to  have  tbo  care 
of  tho  moiutonanco  of  tho  poor  of  tho  city,  of  what  ago  or  kind 
soever  they  bo,  infants  under  tho  age  of  five  years  only  excepted  : 
and  is  to  have  full  power  to  oxamine,  scorch  and  sec  whut  pour 
persons  are  come  into,  inhabiting,  or  residing  within  the  city  or 
libortioji;  and  to  apprehend  any  idlo  vagrants  and  beggars,  and  (a 
cause  them  to  be  kept  and  set  to  work  in  the  workhouses  for 
any  time  not  exceeding  ae\'en  yotars." 

A  proviso  in  the  Act,  howovop,  shows  that  private  chanty 
had  already  been  attempting  to  cope  with  tbo  evil,  as  it  specially 
exempta  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  any  almshouses,  buepital, 
or  any  other  charitable  gift  or  use  already  settled  or  erected. 

The  treatment  of  the  unfortunate  wretches  who  were  ooofined 
under  this  Act  ia  graphically  describeil  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Wods- 
tfortA  in  bis  "  History  of  the  Ancient  Foundling  Hospital  of 
Dublin"  :— 

"  FfljflAotti/*.— Before  quitting  and  here  losing  sight  of  the  poor 
*  Vagabonds  and  Beggars,'  who  were  at  first  consigned  to  the  care 
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of  the  Governors,  it  may  l>e  as  »'ell  to  recall  what  was  thought 
filtinft  and  meet  for  them  in  the  early  part  of  the  iaat  century, 
G8peciallv  as  their  treatment  furms  part  of  this  famous  Statute 
of  Anno, 

'*  Their  Aeeomtiiodathn. — The  aceommoflation  Gttcil  up  fi»r  their 
reception  consisted  of  Mhe  vauh-e  tuid  other  coiiveniwit.  plucea* 
tmdcr  tho  hall  of  th«  wnrkbouee. 

"  These  vaults,  or  cellura,  uro  epeuified  as  having  been  240  feet 
long  bv  17  widr,  vith  un  '  airy  '  sunk  tit  the  outside  of  the  build- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  aflording  light  and  lo  carry  off  the  rain- 
water, and  they  were  to  have  a  double  row  of  beds  •  two  tiro '  high 
to  admit  of  Bleq)ing  100  men  and  60  women,  and  also  to  be  used 
for  their  working  and  day  accommodation. 

*'  Any  one  fond  of  calculation  can  form  a  good  idea  of  what  the 
ganitarj-  aspect  of  these  low-pitched,  dark,  damp,  and  dreary  lodg- 
ings must  have  been. 

"  Any  vagabond  that  thought  fit  to  have  the  '  Fallen  Sickness* 
was  lobe  turned  out,  ond  'disabled  poor  people*  were  not  to  bo 
admitted  under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

'*  TraiuporMioH.' — The  law  required  Vagrants  and  sturdy 
Beggars  '  to  be  employed  and  to  work  '  voluntarily  ;  but  there  was 
no  work  or  employment  to  be  had,  and  then,  I'oor  Uoggors,  tliey 
vera  to  be  flogged,  imprisoned,  receive  '  aovoro  usage '  iind  be 
treated  with  'proportionate  rigour,'  and  finally  wore  to  he  trans- 
[lorted  beyond  the  scaa  '  without  trial  or  traverse.' 

"Burial- — Until  the  y<^ar  17-Jl,  their  bodies,  when  they  died, 
were  buried  n*ithout  coflins;  but  aft«r  that  time  tt  was  ordered 
that  they  should  have  cofBn.?  allowed  them. 

"  Dtjcf. — Their  diet  was  perhaps  tho  most  merciful  thing  in 
their  treatment.  Tt  consisted  of  fuir  quantities  uf  gruel,  bread, 
milk,  porridge,  and  *  Burgoo '  with  some  milk,  and  one  pound  of 
meal  a  day  extra  to  those  who  could  do  a  hard  day's  work  and 
earn  8d.  This  Burgoo  consisted  of  aome  oatmeal  stirred  up  in 
cold  water,  seasoned  with  salt,  and  enlivened  with  pepper.  l*oor 
vagrants  1  It  M'a«  not  a  very  pluusunt  thing  to  be  'on  tramp '  in 
Ifaoee  days," 

The  next  Act  we  have  to  notice,  the  0  Anne,  c.  11  (1707),  for 
the  more  elTectiiul  supproKsing  torie^,  robbers,  and  rnpparccs,  and 
for  preventing  pur^una  becoming  turies  or  resorting  to  thcro,  affords 
evidence  that  "  the  young  gentlemen  that  huvo  little  or  nothing 
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to  live  on  "  were   by  no  meana  suppressed    by  the  10  and  11 
Car.  I.,c.  IC. 

It  enacts  that  "  all  ioose,  idle  vagranta,  and  such  as  pretend  tn 
be  Irish  gcntlcmon,  nnd  will  not  work  nor  betake  thomst'Ires  t«i 
any  honent  trodo  or  livelihood,  btit  wnndcr  about  dmnanding 
victualft,  and  coahenn)(  from  house  to  house  amongst  their  fon- 
terers,  Wlowers,  and  others,  nnd  iilso  loose  persons  of  infamous  Uvev 
and  character!!,  shall  on  presentment  at  imstzes  and  sessions  be  sent 
to  gaol  till  sent  on  board  the  fleet,  or  to  the  plantations  in  America, 
unleM  they  give  flufficient  secnrityto  be  of  good  behaviour."  It 
also  recites  that  "  many  persons  have  made  a  trudc  of  obtaining 
robbery  money  &om  the  country,  pretending  to  have  been  robbed, 
vhereaa  they  never  were  robbed,  or  werv  not  robbed  of  near  the 
value  and  sum  they  alledge ;  and  enacts  that  all  perfious  pretend* 
iug  to  bo  robbed  shall  not  only  give  notice  to  a  neighbouring 
justice,  but  also  within  live  days  tu  the  high  comttublo  of  the 
burony,  who  is  to  publinh  it  in  all  nuirket  towns.  The  act  is  to 
continue  for  seven  years." 

We  now  come  to  the  reign  of  Gt-orge  I.,  the  opening  of  which 
was  eiguulised  by  a  formidable  Juoubite  uprising  in  Ijcotland. 
This  rebellion  did  not,  however,  meet  with  any  sympathy  in 
Ireland  ;  the  countr}*,  in  fact,  remuLucd  ^o  completely  undisturbed 
that  a  considerable  body  of  troops  was  withdrawn  for  service  tn 
Scotland,  and  the  Irish  Parliament,  to  testify  its  loyalty,  set  a 
price  on  the  hciul  of  the  Pretender.  The  tirat  Act  of  this  reign 
which  calls  for  observation  is  the  2  (ico.  I.,  c.  17  (1~1J),  entitlwl 
"  An  Act  to  impowcr  Justices  of  tho  Peace  to  dotcrroiao  Disputes 
about  Servants,  Artificers,  Day-l.abourcrs,  Wages,  and  other 
small  Demanda,  and  to  obUgo  Masters  to  pay  tho  same,  and  to 
punish  idle  and  disorderly  Servonts,"  recites  that  "  several  persons 
do  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  wages  due  to  servants,  artificem 
and  day  labourers ;  and  there  being  no  remedy,  whereby  they  can 
in  a  summary  way,  without  much  charge  or  delay,  recover  what  is 
duefor  their  service."  It  then  enacts  that  justices  may  summon  the 
master,  not  being  a  peer,  and  determine  and  enforce  the  demand  by 
warrant.  It  also  recites  that  several  .-(ervants  are  drunkards,  idle, 
or  otherwise  disorderly  in  tbeir  services,  or  waste  and  purloin 
their  musters*  goods,  or  lend  the  same  without  their  masters'  or 
miHtrosBCs'  consent  or  knowledge,  or  depart  tboir  masters'  or  mis- 
tresses'  service  within  the  time,  fur  which  they  had  obliged  them- 
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selves  to  serve.  It  then  enacts  that  on  proof  of  the  oScnco  thoy 
mav  be  put  tu  tho  puiish  stocks  for  six  hours,  or  bo  sent  to  the  houac 
of  correction  for  ten  days  and  then  ordered  to  return  to  i^crvice 
if  desired  by  tlio  mnater  ;  on  refusal  they  may  be  again  committed 
and  oorporally  punished  during  the  time  tbcv  ouf^bt  to  ficrve. 
SlastoTB  are  forced  to  give  certificates  of  dischargo  from  survico, 
and  no  servant  can  be  hired  without  one  under  a  penalty.  Ser- 
vants counterfeiting  didcbargos  arc  to  be  imprisoned  for  three 
months  end  whipped. 

The  Act  further  reciu«  tbnt  "  there  are  in  almost  every  part  of 
this  kingdom  great  numbors  of  helploaa  children,  who  are  forced 
to  beg' their  bread,  and  who  will  in  all  likelihood,  if  some  proper 
care  be  not  taken  of  their  education,  become  not  only  tinproti table- 
but  dangerous  to  their  country  :  and  that  it  in  hoped  that  many 
of  them  may  bo  entertained  in  comfortable  tter^-icen,  and  othem 
may  be  hound  out  to  and  bred  up  in  useful  callings,  if  well 
disposed  persona  could  huve  any  fair  prospect  of  receiving  here- 
after by  the  labours  of  ouch  poor  children  any  return,  suitable  to 
the  trouble  and  charges  they  must  necessarily  undergo  in  bringing 
them  through  that  state  of  childhood."  It  then  enacts  that  the 
miuinter  and  churchwardens  of  any  pariah  may  bind  out  aiiy 
child  begging,  or  any  poor  child  in  the  parish  with  tho  con.sent 
of  the  parent,  to  a  Protestant  housekeeper  or  tradesman  as  u 
menial  servant  till  tho  age  of  twonty-ono  or  as  an  apprentice  to  u 
tfudesmiio  tilt  twenty-four. 

This  proselytising  measure  must  have  been  most  unpalatable 
to  the  poor,  who  wore  mainly  Roman  Catholics. 

The  lax  punishment  ofi  ofli^uders  and  the  evil  consequences 
resulting  from  it  fomin  the  subject  of  two  enactments  ut  this 
period. 

The  6  Geo.  I.,  c  12  (1719),  recites  that  tho  punishments  in- 
flicted by  the  lawa  now  in  force  against  the  offences  of  robber}- 
and  felony,  have  not  proved  effectual,  and  that  many  offenders  to 
whom  royal  mercy  lias  been  extended  on  condition  of  transporting 
ihemfiolves  to  the  West  Indies  have  often  neglected  to  perform 
the  same,  and  by  that  means  several  gaols  of  the  kingdom  are  at 
the  time  filled  with  such  offenders.  It  then  enacts  stringent  mea- 
sures for  tho  trODsportatioD  of  aucb  offenders. 

The  8  Geo.  I.,  c.  9  (1721),  recites  that  "  some  felons  and  vaga- 
bonds who  have  been  ordered  to  be  transported,  have  already, 
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uuU  others  muy  bereaA«r,  oonm  on  sbonr,  and  returu  to  the  king- 
dura,  or  niiiy  break  guol  or  escape  before  truiaportation."  It  tfaeu 
unacts  that  any  such  person  being  oonTioted  ehall  sufTer  deatb  as 
in  cases  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clcr;^. 

The  next  four  enactments  treat  of  idle  and  disorderly  persona 
frequenting  the  oily  of  Dublin  and  the  methods  by  which  they 
are  to  be  repressed. 

Tho  10  Geo.  I.,  c  a,  a.  17  (1721),  recites  that  "  great  nomberB 
of  idle  and  vagrant  personB  daily  resort  from  the  country  to  the 
city  of  Dublin  and  suburbs,  wbo,  hy  reason  of  the  correspondenoa 
they  generally  keep  with  tho  beadles  of  the  several  parishes,  and  the 
neglect  of  such  boodles  in  tho  performance  of  their  duty,  are  per* 
mittod  to  beg  in  and  throughout  the  city."  It  then  cnucts  that 
tho  Lord  Mayor,  two  uldermen,  and  one  of  tho  flherifTii  may  make 
rules,  orders,  and  regulations  for  clearing  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
sturdy,  idle,  and  vagrant  beggnrs  and  infliL-t  pecuniary  penalties 
not  exceeding  ten  shillings  for  the  breach  of  ouy  bye-law  by  any 
\         boadle. 

Under  the  1  Geo.  TT..  c  27.  s.  30  (172r).  the  Court  of 
Assistants  of  the  workhou»e  or  any  6ve  of  them  aro  empowered 
to  depute  "  so  many  persons  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  soixe. 
and  apprehend,  and  bring  bt-fure  tbom  any  sturdy  beggar  or  other 
idlo  vagubond,  bogging,  struwling,  or  fruqueuting  any  of  tho 
streets  or  houses  in  the  city  or  suburbs  of  Dublin  ; "  and  any  fire 
or  moro  of  the  Ai^sistants  may  oomniit  such  person  to  hard  labour 
in  the  workhouse  until  the  next  general  court  of  assembly,  when 
any  fifteen  of  them  uiuy  confine  him  for  any  term  not  longer  ihau 
four  years  with  hard  labour  or  other  eiuploymeut. 

Tho  3  Geo.  II.,  c.  17,  a.  4  (17^11),  recites  that  several  Btnrdy 
beggars  and  vagalxmdH  have  escaped  pimishment  before  a  warrant 
could  be  obtained  from  five  members  of  the  Court  of  Aasistonts 
for  their  comraitmout  to  the  workhouse.  It  then  enaeta  that  one 
Assistant  shall  have  the  power  to  commit  to  the  workhouse,  and 
that  any  boadle,  bell-hour,*  or  constable  neglecting  or  refusing  lo 
seixe  any  beggar  or  vagabond  is  to  forfeit  the  full  sum  of  20s. 
The  provisions  of  this  Act  are  repeated  by  19  Geo.  II.,  o.  21,  a.  II 


*  A  publiv  officer  wboae  buxiuoK  it  was  lo  purudv  Htrcttt«  sud  riu^  a  bull,  mul 
then  to  liellow  nr  alioitt  ntiy  nttbti<:  it«ws,  an  auttinii,  a  laile,  a  laki'  or  [icnilt- 
sblfiAsh.nwud  for  the apnreiieuaoa  dFhuuil'  offender,  ftf^  Callwliu  II  add  ii 
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(1745).     By   9   Geo.    II.,  c.  25,    e.  15,  airaiiar  regolationa  are 
ustablished  for  the  City  of  Cork. 

The  5  Geo.  IT.,  o.  14,  s.  12  (17^1),  recites  that  from  the  great 
number  of  vagabonds  and  beggars  from  time  to  time  committed 
to  the  workhouse  it  oflU?n  happens  that  very  great  disorders  arc 
cmnmttted  there.  It  then  eiiacta  that  any  five  members  of  the  Court 
of  AaBistonta  may  commit  persons  guilty  of  such  disorders  to  the 
gaol  or  house  of  correction  oomraoaly  called  Brido-wolL 

With  a  natural />fitWw«/  fordiaorder  in  any  guiso,  the  vagabond 
bIimm  appear  ut  this  period,  to  have  affected  a  devotion  for  Joro- 
bitiOTn,  as  on  the  8th  of  June,  1728,  tho  Lord  Sloyor  of  Dublin 
issued  a  procbmation,  which  states  that  "  great  numbers  of  idle, 
Togiibond  Persons  have  of  lato  years  awienibtcd  thcmsolvos  on  the 
10th  Doy  of  June,*  in  u  riotoua  manner  in  the  streets  and  other 
places  of  this  city,  pfirticularly  in  St.  Stephen's  Green,  wearing 
white  roses  and  other  markii  of  distinction,  which  has  oecaAioned 
great  disorders  and  disturbances  in  tho  same.''  The  constables  are 
then  ordered  to  apprehend  nil  such  persons. 

Inconsiderate  charity  then,  as  now,  appears  to  havo  done  iU 
utmost  to  nullify  thu  luwn  for  the  iiupprosftion  of  mendicancy.  lu 
January,  1739,  a  Mr.  James  Southwell  lefl  by  will  "3  pence  a-picce 
to  60  common  Ix^gara  the  day  after  his  fune::^!."  The  deceased 
eridoatly  knew  by  expcrionco  that  such  a  number  could  easily  be 
ooUected. 

As  a  specios  of  counterblast  the  Grand  Jury,  in  July,  1730, 
presented  wveral  persons  then  in  Nowgatc  as  vagabonds  in  order 
to  their  being  truntt|Hirted,  and  in  tho  month  of  October  foltowtug 
tiHy-two  men  and  twenty-nine  women  were  duly  tranajiorted  to 
the  plantations  in  Amenca. 

In  September,  172!',  the  Rapparees  gave  proof  of  their  audacity 
by  attacking  and  robbing  )[ajor-General  NaperiiDd  his  reiinue 
near  Duogiven.  Rewards  of  £20  each  were  offered  for  the  capture 
and  conviction  of  the  robbers,  with  tho  result  that  Owen  O'Don- 
nelly,  a  proclaimed  tory  and  the  commander  of  the  gang,  was  shot 
by  one  O'Cahan  on  the  4th  of  October,  1729,  and  his  head  was  out 
off  and  fixed  on  the  gaol  of  Derry. 

I  The  following  graphic  picture  of  the  condition  of  mendicity  in 
Ireland  at  this  period  occurs  in  an  "  Essay  on  the  Trade  and 
Improvement  of  Ireland,"  by  Arthur  Dobbs,  published  in  1729, 

•  ThU  WB»  the  birihtUy  ofllie  Pretciwlw. 
u  u  2 
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"  Another  evil  very  neccRsary  to  be  reinediwl  in  the  idleness  of 
our  poor.  The  hurt  this  kingdom  suflers  from  the  number  of 
idle  and  sturdy  vagrants  is  greater  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
It  is  not  easy  to  give  a  detail  of  the  several  arts  and  stratagems 
they  use  to  induce  the  opulent  and  industrious  to  be  charituble  to 
them.  They  are  an  oppression  to  the  truly  industrious  poor,  who 
endeavour  tomaintsia  their  families  and  support  the  public ;  from 
whom  they  extort  something  out  of  couipnssioa,  and  frequently, 
where  they  find  women  alone,  by  force.  They  appear  in  varioUB 
forms,  moatly  affected  or  brought  upon  thera  by  particular  raanago- 
ment,  as  blind,  lame,  dumb,  distorted,  with  running  sores,  pre- 
tended fits,  and  other  diMfrders.  They  frequently  pretend  loss 
by  fire,  or  to  have  numerous  families  lying  sick.  They  exerciaft^M 
the  greatest  barbarities  upon  children,  either  their  own  or  those^B 
they  piuk  up,  by  blinding  them  or  breaking  and  disjointing  their 
limbs  when  they  are  young  to  make  them  objects  of  compassion 
and  cbarity.  Not  to  mention  their  debauching  the  girls  when 
grown  up,  who  go  about  big-bellied,  pretending  their  husbands 
are  dead  or  sick,  and  they  have  thorn  to  maintain,  ^'or  the 
robberies  and  thefts  they  commit,  and  the  lewdness,  debauchery, 
and  drunkenness  that  is  to  bo  found  among  them  at  their  mcrry- 
mccting.  And  to  sum  up  all,  imagine  the  most  complicated  scene 
of  wickedness  in  low  life  and  it  will  be  found  among  them.  .  .  . 

"  To  make  this  article  somewhat  clearer  I  will  show  how  the 
abovo  increase  of  beggars  happens  in  the  summer  season.  It  is 
very  well  known  that  great  numbers  of  the  native  Irish  in  the 
mountainnufl  parts  of  the  kingdom  that  have  houses  and  small 
farms,  by  which  they  might  very  well  maintain  themselves  when 
they  have  sown  their  com,  planted  their  potatoes,  and  cut  their 
turf  for  firing,  do  either  hire  out  their  cows  or  send  them  to  the 
mountains,  then  shut  up  their  doors  and  go  a  begging  the  whol» 
summer  until  harvest,  with  their  wives  aud  children,  iu  tiio  most 
tattered  and  moving  condition  they  can  appear  in,  and  disperse 
themselves  over  all  the  richest  part4  of  the  kiiigdom.  This  practice 
has  been  so  much  encouraged  of  lule  by  the  sucoees  thei»e  strollers 
have  met  with,  that  in  several  places  many  who  pay  at  least  4/. 
per  flH/i.  rent,  hire  three  or  four  servauls,  aud  give  to  each  of  them 
3/.  for  their  chance  of  the  Rummer's  begging.  Thefe  have  their 
fixed  stations,  from  time  to  time,  where  to  beg  and  where  to 
rcadczvoua  to  divide  their  booty.  .  .  . 
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*'  Since  this  trade  of  begging  has  become  ro  general,  and  proves 
M>  easy  and  beneBcial  to  them,  it  has  b«en  known  that  servauts 
have  quit  their  eervice  and  have  gone  a  strolling  with  them,  and 
day-labourers  have  quit  their  labour  and  refused  to  bo  employed, 
giving  it  for  a  reason  that  they  get  more  by  begging  than  they 
get  by  working.  And  tho  children  ol'maay  email  formers,  though 
they  arc  settled  iu  farms  where  they  may  livo  comfortably,  have 
fn^juently  eo  Hitlo  eouficieuco  as  to  allow  their  parents,  when 
grown  old,  to  go  about  an  vagrants." 

The  horrid  devices  of  maiming  tho  children  appear  to  be  the 
same  as  tho«e  de«cribcd  in  thu  "  Vision  ofPc^rH  Pluughman." 

In  1729  we  meet  with  another  Act  for  regulating  the  rates  of 
wages  (3  Geo.  II.,  c  14)  entitled,  *' An  Act  to  prevent  unlawful 
Comhinations  of  Workmen,  Artificers,  and  Liibourers  employed  in 
the  scTcrol  Trades  and  Mannfiictures  of  this  Kingdom,  and  for  tho 
better  Payment,  of  their  wages,  &c."  It  recites  that  "  great 
numbers  of  workmen,  arfificers,  and  others  concerned  in  the 
several  trades  and  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  have  vn-ithout 
any  charter  or  other  licence  or  authority  lately  formed  tKemselves 
into  unlawful  clubs  and  societies,  and  have  presumed  contrary  to 
th%  law  to  enter  into  combinations,  and  it*  miike  by-laws  and 
orders,  by  which  they  pretend  to  regulate  the  trade  aud  the  prices 
of  gooda,  and  to  advance  th«ir  wages  unreasonably,  and  many 
other  things  to  the  like  purpoiie :  and  that  it  is  necessary  that 
more  effectual  provision  should  be  made  against  such  unlawful 
combinations."  It  then  enacts  that  contracts  aud  by-laws  by 
unlawful  clubs  of  artiULerH,  &o.,  regulating  the  trade,  settling 
prices,  advancing  wages,  or  lessening  the  hours  of  work,  shall  bo 
null  and  void  ;  and  that  oflenders  prosecuted  within  three  months 
after  the  offence  before  two  justices  shall  be  liable  to  becomraitlcd 
to  tho  house  of  correction  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  months 
with  hard  labour,  or  to  tho  common  gaol  for  three  months  without 
bail  or  mainprizo. 

Tho  next  remedy  tried  for  vagrancy  socms  to  have  been  trans- 
porlation,  or  service  on  board  the  Koyal  Navy. 

The  f)  Geo.  II.,  c.  G,  s.  2  (1733),  recites  that  "the  power  given 
by  6  Anne,  c.  11,  to  grand  juries,  to  make  presentments  of  Ioa<u; 
and  t'agrant  persons  at  general  quarter  sesmons  has  been  found  to 
be  inconvenient."  It  also  Tocites  that  "  there  are  great  numbers 
of  loose  idle  vagrants,  and  of  loose  persons  of  infamous  lives  and 
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''VKbtt  undcT'petticoat  thirty  guineas,  and  they  afterwards  act  out 
for  the  country  to  regale  thomselvea. 

The  Bishop  of  rioyne,  writiog  in  the  year  175'2,  thus  speaks  of 
the  ablo-bodied  vagraata : — 

"  It  is  a  Bbamefiil  thing  and  peculiar  to  this  nation,  to  see  lusty 
vagabonds  strolling  about  the  country,  and  begging  without  any 
pretence  to  beg.  Ask  them  why  they  do  not  labour  to  earn  their 
own  livelihood,  they  will  tell  you,  they  want  employment ;  offer  to 
employ  them,  and  they  shall  refuse  your  offer  ;  or,  if'  you  get 
them  to  work  one  day,  you  may  bo  sure  not  to  see  them  the  next. 
I  have  known  them  decline  even  the  lightest  Ubour,  thuC  of  biiy- 
making,  having  at  tho  same  time  neither  clothes  for  their  backs 
Dor  food  for  their  bollies." 

A  humane  provision  for  proaorving  children  from  contamina- 
tion  by  associating  with  adult  vagabonds  forms  tho  subject  of  the 
next  Statute. 

Tho  11  and  1*2  Gen.  III.,  c.  II,  ».  1-3  (1771-2).  which  recites 
that  "the  roocption  of  vagul>onds  and  strolling  bcggam  inio  the 
ime  house,  or  the  same  walls  with  children,  will  bo  miinifestly 
injurious  by  setting  a  bad  exHmpIe."  It  then  enacts  that  no  such 
oHender  i?*  to  be  sent  to  the  same  house  or  kept  within  the  name 
Walls  with  children,  but  that  every  auch  offender  shall  be  sent  to 
LBridewell  or  such  other  pUce  as  the  governors  shall  think  tit  T« 
appoint.  The  governors  or  Court  of  Assistants  are  em|>owcred  to 
indict  reasonable  punishment  on  any  vagabond,  beggar,  or  poor 
who  docs  not  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  o£  the 
loase.  Any  sturdy  strolling  beggar  or  other  idle  vagabond  may 
be  apprehended  and  committed  to  Bridewell  by  a  governor  or 
justice  of  tho  peace  until  the  nest  general  Court  of  Assembly,  ut 
which  any  eleven  governors  may  confine  him  for  any  term  nut 
exceeding  three  years.  Auy  beadle,  bellower,"  or  constable  neg- 
lecting or  rufuBing  to  seize  any  such  olfeuder  is  to  forfeit  the  full 
sum  of  2l>s. 

In  the  year  1763,  by  <i  Geo.  III.,  o.  34,  as.  23,  24,  a  further 
attempt  was  made  to  regulate  the  price  of  labour  in  two  of  the 
principal  Iri!«h  industries.  This  Act  is  entitled  an  Act  for  the 
better  Kegulation  of  tho  Linen  ami  Hempen  M'mufd(.'ture-s,  and 
prescribes  that  "  if  any  person  shall  summon  any  monufucturer, 
urtiliccr,  journeyman,  apprentice  or  labourer  to  appear  at  any 
•  Ckllcil  in  3  GvMigc  i  L,  t.  17,  n  "M/  hwtr  '  wbuli  Kc. 
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moeling  in  order  to  consult  apon,  or  to  enter  into  any  rule,  agree- 
luent,  or  combinntion  to  ascertain  or  6x  the  price  of  labour  or 
workmanship,  or  shnll  adminiitter  any  oath  or  declamtion  tending 
to  fix  the  price  of  wages  of  labour  or  workmanship  or  Bhall  deliver 
any  ticket,  coi-tificatc,  or  token  (except  such  certUicate  or  token 
delivered  by  order  of  the  corporation  of  which  such  manufacturer 
artificer  or  Lubouror  is  a  member)  to  any  manufacturer,  artificer, 
or  Libuuror  of  his  being  licensed  to  work  at  hts  trado  or  who 
menaces  or  hinders  such  munufacturor  artificer  or  labourer  to  work 
at  his  trudc  at  uuch  prices  as  ho  shall  agree  for  with  his  employer 
shall  be  liable  tu  be  committed  to  gaol  for  six  mouths  and  to  be 
three  tiroes  publickly  whipped  at  eoino  publick  place" 

By  the  U  and  12  Geo.  Ul.,  c.  IH,  a.  40  (1771-2),  tho  same 
provisions  are  extended  to  the  city  of  Cork. 

The  six  following  Acts  coiulitut«  the  remaining  legialaiion  of 
the  Irish  Parliament  with  regard  to  VJages. 

By  the  II  and  12  Geo.  ITT.,  c.  33  (I771-&).  "Journeyman 
tailors  and  shipwrigbts  in  and  about  Dublin  leaving  »ervic«  with- 
ont  canae,  or  combining  as  to  wages  or  work  are  to  pay  a  fine  of 
£10  or  may  be  imprisoned  for  three  months.  Tho  hours  of  work 
appointed  for  tailors  are  from  6  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  with  1  hour  for 
dinner  and  )  an  hour  for  breakfast  at  wages  not  under  Is.  4d. 
nor  above  Is.  8d.  per  day  exccfjt  at  a  season  of  scarcity  when  the 
wages  shall  bo  appointed  by  the  justices.  The  work  hours  of 
shipwrights  are  to  be  from  G  to  6  save  for  dinner  and  breakfast 
and  wages  not  under  2s.  nor  above  2s.  Od.  a  day." 

The  19  and  20  Geo.  III.,  c.  19  (1779-80),  entitled  "an  Act  to 
prevent  combinations,  and  for  the  further  encouragement  of  trade  " 
declures  that  "  in  order  to  secure  every  man  the  full  enjoyment  uf 
that  property  he  has  in  his  own  labour,  to  find  employment  for 
the  industrious,  and  bread  for  tho  poor,  and  to  extend  throughout 
this  ancient  kingdom  all  the  bcnefita  of  free  trade,  all  and  every 
sort  of  combinations  in  trade  as  well  among  master  manufucturen 
as  among  journeymen  are  publick  nuisances,  and  ought  to  be  sup- 
pressed, and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  civil  ofhcers  to  prosecute  to 
conviction  all  such  persons." 

By  19  and  20  Geo.  111.,  c.  27  (1779-80),  joumeymcm  onlcred 
to  be  whipped  in  the  city  of  Cork  are  only  to  bo  whipped  after 
oonWclion  by  a  jury. 

By  the  10  and  20  Geo.  III.,  c  Hi,  combinations  to  fix  the  price 
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>f  labour,  &c„  among  butchers,  cooporn,  (lalters,  journeymen, 
'  iippreniice«,  labourers,  or  others  concerned  in  the  prormon  trade 
ill  the  city,  liberties,  and  county  of  Publin  are  to  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  mouths.  The  wage« 
to  bo  paid  are  to  be  ascertained  yearly  every  31idsummer  at 
quurtor  sosuons.  No  more  tbon  the  amount  thus  allowed  is  to  be 
talicn  on  pain  of  forfeiting  any  sum  taken  over  and  aboro.  If 
»uf»eB  arc  withheld  double  the  amount  may  be  recovered  from 
the  |>arty  withholding  thcra.  This  Act  was  amended  by  the  31 
knd  22  Qeo.  IIL.  c.  22  (1781-2),  which  was  continued  to  lim 
'by  tho  23  and  24  Goo.  III.,  c.  54,  but  then  o.'tpircd. 

The  gciierul  olToct  of  the  attempts  to  rogulutc  wages  would  natu- 
mlly  be  to  drive  workmen  and  gorvants  into  vagrancy,  either  from 
detcfiiation  of  the  conditions  under  which  they  were  com])el1ed  to 
work  or  from  a  desiro  to  carry  their  labour  to  a  beitt>r  market.. 
Tbis  does  not,  hriwover,  appear  to  have  been  the  case  to  any  extent 
in  Ireland,  oa  none  of  tho  Acts  make  any  mention  of  a  deurth  of 
libour,  which  prububly  arises  from  tho  fact  that  the  populiition 
■boH  always   been   in  excess  of   the  needs  of  the  native  labour 
market,  partly  no  doubt  owing  to  the  unwlso  and  unjust  restric- 
tions impoiKd  upon  trade. 
■    The  condition  of  Irish  mendicity  seems  to  have  become  inten- 
sified  by   the  year  1771.     In  ot^cr  to  meet  it  the  authorities 
Pkppear  to  have  deemed  it  best  to  conciliate  the  alnwgiver  by 
legitimatising  begging  on  the  part  of  the  impotent  poor  while 
puiiiMhing  ubie-bodicd  vagrancy. 

The  II  and  12  Geo.  III.,  c,  30  (I77J-2),  recites  that "  strolling 
beggars  are  very  numerous  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  it  has  become 
Mjuully  uece»sury  to  give  cuuntenunce  uud  asaivtuiicc  to  those  poor 
wlio  Bbull  bo  found  disabled,  by  old  age  or  iulirniitieii  to  euru  their 
living,  as  to  restraiu  and  punish  those  who  may  he  able  to  support 
alves  by  labour  or  industry,  aud  yet  may  choose  to  live  in 
leisa  by  begging  ;  uud  It  is  juat  to  cull  upon  the  humane  and 
■(fluent  1o  contribute  to  tho  support  of  real  objects  of  charity." 
It  then  creates  a  corporation  for  tho  relief  of  the  poor  in  every 
county,  aud  requires  such  uurjKjrations  to  grunt  to  the  helpless  poor 
who  have  resided  for  one  year  withiu  their  respectivo  counties, 
badgeis  or  marlts  of  Rueh  mnteriiiU  aud  of  such  a  stamp  or  impros^ion 
us  they  shall  itiiak  Kt,  and  also  a  licence  Xo  beg  in  such  b.irony  or 
limits  of  tho  corpurution  for  such  time  us  they  ahull  think  fit,  spcei- 
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fying  tbc  names  and  cbaritcters  of  the  persons  so  lioenaed,  and  the 
causes,  as  nearly  as  may  be  collected,  of  their  poverty,  and  whether 
reduced  to  that  state  by  sickness  or  misfortune.  The  corporations 
are  required  to  build  vorkhouses,  to  bo  divided  into  four  parts,  one 
f'trpoor  helpless  men,  another  for  poor  helpless  women,  a  third  for 
viigjbonds  or  stui'dy  bepfjurs,  and  a  fourth  for  idle,  strolling,  and 
disorderly  women.  K%'ery  male  begfjar  above  the  ago  of  tifioen 
found  bogging  without  a  license,  or  who  docs  not  w«ar  hw  hadgo 
exposed  to  public  view,  is  to  bo  committed  to  stoclcs  for  any  time 
iiot  cxcecdiug  thrcd  hours  for  a  first  offence,  and  not  exceeding 
six  hours  for  any  subsequent  offence,  and  every  old  pcraevcrtnR 
offender  may  be  indicted  and  tried,  and  on  conviction  imprisoned 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  monthn.  and  for  a  new  offence 
may  be  sentenced  to  be  jiublickly  whipped  in  any  market  town, 
and  aguin  imprisoned  for  any  time  not  exceeding  four  months, 
and  the  &nme  for  every  subsequent  offence.  Femalea  found 
begging  without  licence  and  hadgo  are  to  be  confined  in  any  pWc 
appointed  for  the  purpose  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  houm 
for  a  Brst  offence,  six  for  a  second,  and  for  flubse<{uent  offences  to 
be  proceeded  againat  us  in  the  case  of  men.  Fatherless  or  deserted 
poor  children  under  the  age  of  eight  found  stroUing  and  begging 
may  bo  scot  to  charter  school. 

Strolling  vagrants  capable  of  hihour,  who  have  no  place  of 
abode,  and  every  person  above  the  age  of  lit'teeu  who  begB 
pubh'ckly  without  a  licence  or  badge,  or  after  tho  term  of  the 
licence  is  out,  are  to  be  coimnitted  to  the  workhouse,  where  fur 
iU-bohaviour  they  may  bo  corp  irully  punished  ;  they  are  also  w 
bo  kept  in  restrjint  upon  a  tirtst  t^umnnlment  fur  any  time  net 
cxc4)eding  two  months;  si>cond,  fuitr  uionthft;  third,  one  year; 
fourth,  two  years;  and  afterwards  four  years.* 

Tho  system  of  wearing  badges  prcscrilied  by  this  Act  appcurs 
tu  huvc  utroudy  existed  in  many  parts  of  Irelund.  In  Kngland  it 
was  pmutiaed  so  far  bick  an  tho  reign  of  Qiififn  Mart/.  Tho  Rye- 
luws  of  Gulway  in  the  year  1028  enact  "  that  sturdio  beggurs  and 

'  This  Act  and  the  13  &  14  (Jifio.  III.,  c.  46,  have  been  anienileil  ns  In  dvtails 

ofadiuinlatmlioii  by  tht  21  &  23  Uwk  I  U.,C.  45(1781-2);  S3  A  24(3«»ti^  111., 
c  5H  il7«3-l);27(;«o.  II]..<u  r)7(178") ;  37Geo.  ]II.,c.34{17»7>;  S^Oftt.  IIU 
c.  34  (I7a8);  38  0eu.  ill.,  c  3.'i;  39  Oeo.  111.,  c.  .38  (1790);  4fm«v  11 1.,c  33 
(imHi);40  4J()a  III.,  «.  411;  41  Gc»,  Ul.,tf.  3li  (ISlU);  46  Giso.  HI.,  c.  !»a{IWI6>; 
5fl  tirt...  HI.,  c.  lt»2(l'*l»);  1  tJ«)L  EV.,c.  4a(lS2il);  ami  I  &  2  Vkt.,  .;,  5«, 
S.  3  (1S38). 
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poor  flcholttrs  be  banished;  and  that  such  poor  and  noedie  men, 
borne  in  tho  townc,  as  shall  be  allo-wcd  to  heggo,  aholl  have  luden 
tokens  fustcnod  to  their  caps,  to  dirttiuguish  them  from  others." 

"  The  paupers'  budges  of  old  brtiss  or  bronze  are  to  be  mot  with 
sometimee  in  collections.  In  the  Huseiim  of  the  Koyitl  Irish 
Academy  there  is  a  circular  badge  three  inches  iu  diameter,  in- 
scribed, •  Ho.  Pariah  of  Tidnavet,  1742.'  TidnaTet  is  in  Co. 
^lonaghun. 

Iu  IToO  the  proper  officers  were  ordered  after  February  33  to 
take  up  oU  beggars  in  the  atreeld  of  Dublin  thut  had  no  bodges, 
und  to  take  all  children  of  beggars,  and  put  them  into  tho  Pro- 
testant charter  scboob. 

The  13  &  14  Geo.  IU.,  o.  46  (1772-3),  commences  by  rocitiuR 
the  oa^pcdiency  of  removing  empcdiments  to  the  osocation  of  1 1 
&.  12  Geo.  Hi.,  e.  30,  by  different  jurisdictiona.  It  then  enacts 
that  bcggan  in  Dublin  muy  be  sent  to  the  Houae  of  Industry. 
It  subauqucnlly  recites  that  a  number  of  young  and  ablo-bwlied 
persona  follow  tho  several  occupations  of  news  crying,  cleaning 
ahooB,  and  carrying  boskets  from  the  markets,  and  are  in  the 
intervals  of  such  employment  exposed  to  idlenesw  and  vice,  and 
that  such  persons  might  be  more  usefully  engaged  in  labour,  and 
such  employments  might  be  executed  by  peraons  partly  disabled, 
who  ron«t  otherwise  be  taken  into  the  Iloufle  of  Industry.  It  then 
enacts  that  any  person  following  any  of  the  said  occupalioua  with- 
out A  license  from  the  poor  corporation,  granted  without  fee,  shall 
bo  detmed  an  idle  person  and  liable  to  commitment  as  a  vagabond. 
It  further  recites  thitt  a  number  of  persons  in  order  to  evade  the 
penalties  against  vagrant  beggars,  and  at  the  same  time  to  excite 
tompascdon  and  avoid  betaking  themselves  to  useful  labour,  have 
recourse  to  hawking  about  small  wares,  whereby  they  caimut  earn 
a  subaialuuce.  It  then  enacts  that  such  person  who  has  not  a  licouau 
shall  be  deemed  tui  idle  peraou,  and  Liable  to  commitment  as  a 
vagabond. 

It  also  euouts  that  beggars  appruheuded  and  clothed  at  tho 
expense  of  the  poor  corporulton  may  be  dutuined  until  by  their 
labour  they  have  reimbursed  the  expunae  of  their  clothes. 

It  also  enacts  that  the  Z'ii  Ueu.  VIIL,  c  1.^,  10  Car.  I.,  c.  4, 
repealed  by  11  &  1^  Giii.  HI.,  c.  ^0,  ahall  ho  in  full  force  in 
Wexford,  Armagh,  Wickluw,  and  King's  County,  where  that  Act 
is  not  carried  into  execution. 
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TheFoundliDg  Hospital,  ostublislicd  by  the  2  Anne,  c.  19,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  receiving  the  cliiWrcn  of  tho  poor,  partly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  flaving  tbcir  livos,  and  parliy  for  tbo  purpose  of  bringing 
tbcm  up  in  the  Protcstunt  fuiih,  hud  by  this  time  begun  to  yield 
unmistakable  evidence  of  fuiluro  in  its  intended  objects:  the 
mortality  was  appalling,  uiid  Uiu  prosclytisin  in  many  coses  pro- 
blematicuL  Kovertlioletv  the  numbers  of  children  admitted  con* 
tiiiuod  to  au^ieiit  iiDmiullv- 

J'he  1-3  &  10  Geo.  III.  (1775-G],  c.  25,  recit^js  thai  tho  number 
of  poor  childrun  of  the  uge  of  six  years  and  under  received  into 
the  Foundling;  Ht)n])itul  has  increased  so  fur  that  Uic-  oxpcnKc  of 
suppnt'Lin"'  iht-ni  hoH  exceeded  every  providiGn  that  cuuld  he  made. 
Itthon  amends  11  &  12  Oeo.  III.,c.  11,  by  enacting  that  no  child 
uppeuring  above  one  year  old  shall  be  received  there.  Tliia  Aot 
WHS  furilier  umended  by  the  54  Geo.  III.,  c.  128  (Ifil4),  wliich 
empowered  the  governor  to  suspend  the  admission  of  infaou  for 
six  nidnihs  m  (he  3-ear.  Between  the  years  17ft7 — 1818,  43,254 
itilaiits  were  admitted.  Out  of  25,352  children  Jidmitt-ed  between 
1784  and  ITUti,  17/253  died;  tlie  rate  of  mortality  being  con- 
aequeutly  at  the  rate  of  08  per  cent.  ^h 

Populur  (tympatliy  in  Irvland  appears  always  to  have  been  d^H 
the  aide  of  the  beggar  as  ugainst  the  constituted  authorities.     On 
tho  2Gth  April,  1774,  the  Dublin  Corporation  for  relieving  tlie 
poor — 

'*  Resolve — That  their  thanks  be  returned  to  the  Church- 
ivardeiiB  and  other  genilcmen  of  the  Purocbiul  Committee  of  tbe 
purish  of  St.  Wcrburgli's  for  tht-ir  spirited  conduct  in  publickly 
supporting  their  Bcudic  iu  apprehending  and  endeavouring  to 
ciirry  to  the  House  of  Industry,  tbo  noted  beggar,  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Hackbull.  And  whereas  the  said  Hack- 
bull  was  rescued  from  tho  hands  of  the  said  Bc&dle  by  a  riotous 
mob, 

"  Ordered — That  the  sum  of  five  guineas  be  given  to  any 
Deudle,  or  any  other  legal  o£Bcor,  who  shall  apprehend  the  siud 
lluckbuU  iu  tho  act  of  begging,  and  lodge  htm  in  the  House  of 
Industry. 

"  Ordered— That  tbe  sum  of  fivo  pounds  be  paid  to  any  person 
who  shall  discover  and  prosecute  to  conviction  any  person  con- 
curned  iu  tho  rescue  ot"  the  said  Hackball,  or  any  other  beggar 
who  shall  hereafter  be  takon  bv  ihc  officcre  of  this  Cor[>orutioQ." 
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In  Feliniory,  1784,  the  following  gloomy  picture  of  the  con- 
dition of  poverty  and  mendicity  in  Dublin  appoarit  in  Saundfn*a 
Newn  Letter. 

"  It  id  estimated  that  no  lew  than  50,000  souls  are  now  in  real 
want  in  this  metropolis,  18,000  of  which  number  are  beggars. 
Tba  relief  they  receive  at  the  House  of  Industry,  and  at  the 
different  parish  churches,  can  only  serve  to  prolong-  a  miKerable 
existence,  If  some  means  of  employment  are  not  deWsed  to  keep 
them  from  recxuriug  lo  the  scanty  pittance  of  charity.  Had  the 
able  number  of  those  mendicants  been  employed  to  clean  the 
dirtiest  streets  in  Europe,  we  would  not  be  held  up  in  the  eyes  of 
strangers  as  a  filthy  people  wading  through  mire  in  the  day,  and 
groping  by  half  glimmering  lamps  at  night ;  but  this  city  seems 
devolod  to  the  perpetual  curse  of  nustiness." 

The 30  Geo.  III.,c.  32(1790),  is  "an  Act  for  rendering  the  Trans- 
portation  of  Felons  and  Vagabonds  more  easy,"  and  enacts  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  chief  governor  may  cause  felons  and 
Tagobonds  under  sentence  of  transportation  to  be  transported  to 
ly  part  beyond  the  seas  in  suoh  manner  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

le  '61  Gea  IIL,  c  -14  (17i>l),  ia  un  Act  for  reviving  nnd  continu- 
ing Hvcral  Temporary  Statutes,  and  revives  the  0  Anne,  c.  II. 

The  nest  Act,  in  spite  of  its  professing  to  be  merely  a  measure 
for  the  repression  of  vagabondage  in  various  forms,  appears  to 
bear  a  political  complexion,  as  the  description  of  a  person  "  not 
giving  a  satisfactory  account  of  himself"  would  apply  to  any 
rebel  sympathiser. 

The  35  Geo.  IIL,  o.  36  (1795),  is  entitled  "An  Act  for  more 
effectually  preserving  the  Peace  within  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
the  DiHtrict  of  the  Metropolio,  and  establishing  a  Parochial  Watch 
in  the  said  City." 

It  enacts  that  every  person  on  whose  premises  a  rogue  or  vaga- 
bond shall  be  found  knowingly  and  wilfully  harboured  or  con- 
cealed shall  upon  conviction  for  the  HvfA  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of 
fifly  pounds,  and  for  every  subsequent  offence  the  sum  of  onn 
hundred  pounds,  or  in  default  be  committed  to  prison  fur  uny 
time  not  exceeding  six  months;  that  any  superintendent  magis- 
trate, or  constable  may  enter  ale-houses  and  apprehend  journey- 
men, apprentices,  servants,  or  labourers  drinking  or  gaming  at 
unseasonable  hours,  and  take  them  before  any  justice  to  be  dealt 
with  as  vagabonds;  that  all  uight-walkere,  all  suspicious  persons 
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in  the  daj-tinic,  loitering  about,  without  any  visible  Tneans  of 
maintaintDg  thcroaclvca,  all    persona  not    giving  a   satisfactory 
account  of  themsclTcn,  all  pernons  notoriously  suspected  of  being 
tbinves,  and  alt  persons  gambling  or  tippling  in  the  public  streets,, 
by-placcs,  or  fields,   if  tbey  NhuU  not   give  sufficient  surety  forj 
tbeir  good  behnviour,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  rogues  and  Taga-j 
bonds ;  friendlesA   and  deserted  bovs  under  tbe  fige  of  fourteeiiJ 
may  be  sent  to  the  Marine  Uospital  to  be  placed  in  the  sea  serrica ' 
or  be  put  to  some  useful  occupation,  aud  common  beggars  are  to 
be  sent  to  the  Tlouse  of  Industry, 

In  April,  17!)5,  tbe  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  vho  had  sur- 
rounded himself  with  liberal-minded  men,  and  had  promised  tb« 
Catholics  complete  emancipation,  caused  widespread  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  brought  about  a  new  organisation  of  the  revolutionary 
party  who  were  now  bent  upon  republicaniem,  of  which  France 
had  recently  set  them  an  example.  Baronial,  county,  and  pro- 
vincial committees  were  established  with  oaths  of  secrecy  and 
mutual  fidelity.  Th^  EtigUinfa  OoTeroment  was  thoroughly  Informed 
of  evcrythiag,  and  immediately  euocted  new  laws  to  meet  tbe 
etnergeucy. 

The  three  following  enactmenls,  though  they  class  the  offenoea 
at  which   ibcy  uro  aimed  under  the  bead  of  vagabondage,   arft' 
entirely  political  both  in  their  origiu  and  applioation. 

The  m  Geo.  III.,  c.  20  (179(5),  is  entitled,  "  An  Act  more  effec- 
tually to  Ffupprees  luKurrectioua,  and  prevent  tJie  Disturbtmce  of 
Public  Peace." 

It  enauts  that  magii>trateB  may  arreot  any  stranger  and  examine 
him  on  oath  respecting  his  place  of  abode  and  manner  of  liveli- 
hood ;  if  he  does  not  account  satisfuctorily,  he  may  bo  committed  to 
prison  until  he  Bud  u.  surety  for  good  behaviour  ;  that  magistrates 
or  peace  officers  may  arreet  any  person  found  out  of  his  place  of 
abode  from  one  hour  after  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  bring  him  before 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  unless  he  can  prove  that  he  was  out  of  ' 
his  house  upon  bis  lawful  occasions  he  is  to  be  deemed  an  idle  and 
disorderly  person  and  transmitted  to  the  appointed  officer  at  some 
port  as  a  recruit  for  hia  Uajeaty's  navy;  that  justices  may  autho- 
rise the  demand  for  admission  and  if  refused  the  forcible  entry 
into  houses  in  proclaimed  districts  from  one  hour  after  sunset 
until  sunrise  if  the  inhabitants  are  suspected  to  be  absent,  and  if 
any  of  them  ore  absent  they  are  to  be  deemed  idle  and  disorderly 
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pfrsons  unless  they  can  prove  that  ihcy  were  absent  on  thfitr  law- 
ful or  proper  occuniona  ;  thut  persons  who  cannot  upon  examina- 
tion prove  themseWeA  to  exercise  eomo  lawful  employment  or  to 
have  some  substanoe  eiilEcieut  for  their  support  are  to  be  deetoed 
idle  and  disorderly  persons;  that  any  persons  tumultuously  as- 
sembling in  the  day-time  are  to  be  deemed  idle  und  disorderly 
persons;  that  all  persons  found  assembled  in  uiiy  proclutmed 
district,  in  any  house  in  which  malt  or  spirituous  liquors  are  sold, 
not  being  inmates  or  travellers,  between  nine  at  night  and  six  in 
the  morning,  are  to  be  deemed  idle  and  disorderly  persons  :  that 
tneu  or  boys  hawking  or  iJiopersiiig  any  seditious  hand-bill,  papor, 
or  pamphlet,  or  paper  required  by  law  to  be  stimped  and  not  duly 
stamped,  shall  be  deemed  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  that 
women  guilty  of  like  offences  sbail  bo  committed  to  prison  for 
three  months  unless  they  soonor  discover  the  persons  from  whom 
they  reGoived  the  papers  or  who  employed  them. 

Tho  37  Geo.  III.,  o.  38,  s.  5,  is  entitled,  '*  An  Act  to  explain  the 

36  Geo.  III.,  c.  2(J,"  and  OQacts  that  any  person  who  takes  or 
odministorB  an  unlawful  oath  binding  to  any  as&ociation  or 
brothorbood,  and  wbo  may  have  bcoa  ordered  to  servo  on  bouni 
his  Mfijesty'fl  fleet,  may  he-  ordered  to  servo  in  the  Innd  forces. 

The  :«  Geo.  Ill-,  c.  21,  1798,  recites  the  36 Geo.  III.,c.30,and 

37  Geo.  III.,  c.  38,  and  enacts  that  justices  and  persons  authorised 
by  them  may  search  for  pikes,  pike-heads,  daggers,  or  dirks  in 
any  suspected  house  or  place,  and  persons  found  in  passcssion  of 
them  may  be  sent  to  serve  in  the  army,  or  navy,  in  the  same 
manner  as  disorderly  persons. 

The  social  condition  of  the  country  at  this  period  is  thus 
depicted  by  Mr.  Ruggles  in  his  "  History  of  the  Poor  "  (1797). 

"  Irehuid  presents,  in  your  accurate  and  particular,  account  of 
it«  internal  poliue,  no  very  Eattering  prospect  of  tho  situation  of 
Uie  poor,  either  with  respect  to  their  modes  of  life,  their  morid 
httbils,  or  their  industry.  In  the  (irst  instance,  they  are,  in 
general,  what  the  English  peasantry  were  Eve  hundred  years  ago ; 
the  cottage,  which  affords  neither  window  or  ehiuiuey,  where 
cows,  calves,  pigs,  children,  men,  and  women,  all  lie  on  straw 
together,  on  the  same  j^oor  ;  their  raggcdnc^s,  which  approaches 
to  uakednesB,  and  the  general  disuse  of  shoes  und  stockings, 
give  one  no  rotined  ideas  cither  of  their  uleanlinesfv  or  their 
uomforts :  and  u  country  where  piHuring  is  carried  to  that  excess. 
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that  turnips  are  etolcn  bj  tlie  poor  in  cart-loadg,  and  ocreii  of 
wheat  carried  away  in  a  night,  is  not  a  country  of  woU-regiilut«d 
police  or  good  moral  principles :  neither  will  the  danc«  in  the 
evening,  or  the  last  polish  irhich  they  receive  from  the  dancing- 
maet^r,  who  is  eeaential  to  their  system  of  education,  compound 
for  that  excess  of  laziness,  and  that  weakness  in  their  exertions, 
when  fneouragftf  to  work,  which  has  occuaioned  you  to  doubt  of 
the  heartiness  of  their  food, — potatoes,  oatmeal,  and  milk ; 
although  the  athletic  forms  of  the  roen.uud  the  twarms  of  children 
in  their  miserable  cottages,  bespeak  vigour  and  heulth. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  enactment  of  the  Irish  Parlia* 
ment  relating  to  mendicity  which  calls  for  special  notice. 

Tlie  as  Geo.  III.,  c.  34,  b.  :J  (1798),  which  recites  that  "per- 
sons committed  as  common  beggars  to  the  House  of  Industry  are 
immediately  and  frequently  by  undue  means  discharged  there- 
from and  return  to  beg  in  the  streets,"  it  then  enacts  that  no  per- 
son so  committed  eball  bo  discharged  without  the  consent  of  three 
governors. 

The  nest  Act  (48  Geo.  III.,  c.  140),  pawed  in  1808,  emanates 
from  the  legislature  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  orders  (a.  ti-i) 
tliat — 

*'  .All  night-walkprs,  nil  persons  notoriously  suspected  of  being 
thieveR,  and  all  personjt  gaming  or  tippling  in  the  ptiblick  streets, 
bye  places,  or  fields  in  Dublin,  arc  to  bo  deemed  rogues  and  vaga- 
bonds, and  if  any  such  person  so  apprehended  shall  be  a  friend- 
less and  deserted  child  und<T  the  age  of  fourteen,  the  justices  miiy 
bind  such  child  an  apprentice  for  seven  years,  or  if  a  boy  tender 
him  to  the  Governors  of  the  Marine  Hoflpital  to  he  placed  in  the  eea 
ser^'ice,  and  if  any  of  the  persons  so  apprehended  shall  bo  a  Com- 
mon Beggar  be  or  she  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Industry." 

Warburton,  in  his  "  History  of  Dublin,"  draws  the  following 
deplorable  picture  of  the  conditions  of  the  city  in  the  year  IS18  : — 

"  It  is  probable,  then,  that  the  great  distress  of  the  poor  of  the 
metropolis  for  the  last  two  years,  may  be  the  principal  cause  that 
has  crowded  our  courts  and  prisons  with  culprits.  The  prejudices 
of  the  common  people  of  Dublin  against  the  House  of  industry, 
or,  as  they  call  it,  '  Channel-row,'  were  some  years  ago  insuper- 
able, and  it  was  neceasar}'  to  use  compulsion  to  fill  its  apartmeats. 
The  well-known  black  cart  was  oonstontly  seen  in  the  Btrcets,  sur* 
rounded  by  the  officers  of  the  Institution,  dragging  the  reluctant 
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TBijrant  along,  and  compelling  liim  to  accept  of  shrltcr  and  pro- 
tection. The  pressure  of  calamity  waa  so  great  for  the  laat  year* 
that  the  cart  was  no  longer  seen.  Tlie  poor  people  tlieniselves 
came  Tolnntarily  to  beg  a-dmisBioo  till  3,100  persons  were  crowded 
into  the  bouse,  and  its  extensive  accommodation  could  contain  no 
more.  Still  they  pressed  W  adnussioa  ;  and  the  governors  were 
reduced  to  the  afflicting,  and  to  them  extraordinary  necessity  of 
rejecting  those  who  hcgged  to  bo  let  in ;  and  in  this  way  450 
persons  wcro  in  a  few  months  thrown  back  into  the  streets,  where 
many  of  thorn  woro  known  to  havo  perished.  Provisions  wcro  a 
common  object  of  theft,  and  to  protect  them  was  tbo  constaut 
employmont  of  the  police." 

Alluding  to  the  natural  poaitton  of  Dublin  ho  says — 
"  From  all  these  oircumstaiioca  then  of  free  uir,  dry  soil,  mild 
climate,  pure  water,  and  wholesome  and  abundant  provii^ious, 
Dublin  should  be  a  very  healthy  ra-udencc,  and  the  usual  dia- 
tcmpere  arising  from  the  contrary  causes  bo  absout.  But  though 
nature  haa  done  mucU  for  its  salubrity,  arf.  has  done  more  to 
counteract  it.  Nineteen  church-yards  attached  to  as  many  pariah 
charoheA,  and  nine  Khiughter-hou^s  belnnd  or  within  their  respec* 
tire  shamble«,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  expand  the  noxious  effluWua 
of  animal  putrefaction  in  every  direction,  and  so  taint  the  air  aa  to 
render  it  highly  offensive  to  all  the  neighbourhood,  and  frequently 
to  compel  the  iuhabltanta  to  seek  another  retfidonce.  Where  these 
&xe  wanting,  offals  of  every  kind  are  suHered  to  accumulate  in  the 
front  and  rear  of  every  narrow  lane  till  they  become  impassable 
and  intolerable,  and  engender  and  perpetuate  the  germs  of  con- 
tagion among  a  population  which  is  here  more  crowded  than  eLw- 
where,  and  sometimes  averugea  at  twenty-eight  tu  a  house.  To 
this  ia  tu  be  added,  the  extreme  'diatresii  of  Nnme  of  these  poor 
people,  arising  from  frequent  suspeusion  of  industry  and  want  of 
emplo^'ment  The  privations  they  suffer  of  every  comfort,  the  bad 
quality  and  scanty  <|uantity  o(  the  food  they  are  able  to  procure, 
their  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  with  sctinty  and  inauHicient  cover- 
ing both  night  and  day;  habits  of  intoxication,  which  aro  pro- 
moted by  900  houses  licenced  to  vend  spirits,  and  !iOO  more, 
perhaps,  onlicensed,  together  with  those  moral  effects  which  arise 
from  anxiety  and  dcprosaion  of  mind  and  irregular  passions,  all 
these  latter  circumstances  predispose  ihem  to  receive  discusoi 
which  the  preceding  causes  had  engendered.     Uunce  it  is,  that 
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■Ickncw  is  prevalent  in  T)iiblin,  and  twelve  hospit-iiU  and  firo  dis- 
pcnauries  cnDDOt  afford  adequate  accommodation  and  relief." 

In  1803  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  to  consider  tlie  logi»^lati\-o  provision  already  exi»iin|» 
for  the  support  of  the  aged  and  infirm  poor  id  Irulund.  and  for 
tLe  punisliment  of  Tagrunts,  and  as  part  of  the  result  of  their 
labours  they  reported — 

"  Thut  the  Kovorul  Act«  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Trfinntt,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Ilth  and  12th  of  Hia  present  Mujeoty, 
directing  the  Establishment  of  a  House  of  Industry  iu  e^ 
County,  County  of  a  City,  and  County  of  a  Town,  have  not  been" 
complied  with,  nor  any  Presentment  made  by  the  acveral  Grand 
Juries  to  assist  in  the  supjMrt  of  such  £«tuUishmenta  for  the 
Relief  of  aged  and  lufirin  Poor,  and  the  PunisLmcnl  of  Vagranta. 
and  Sturdy  Iteggurs,  except  in  the  Counties  of  Cork,  }t'ater/vT 
Limerick,  and  Claret  aud  in  the  Cities  of  Cork,  Waterford,  and 
Limerick. 

No  further  notice,  however,  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  tho 
mutter  until  the  vear  m^S,  when  the  House  of  Commons  order 
a  return  to  be  made  of  tho  corporations  in  tbo  counties,  and  in  tb«^ 
connliea  of  cities  and  towns  in  Ireland,  instituted  for  tho  relief  of 
the  poor,  and  for  punishing  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars  iu 
pursuance  of  tho  Act  11  &  12  Geo.  lit.,  c.  30,  pulsed  in  1771-if. 
The  response  made  to  this  return  is  characteristically  Irish, 

Out  of  35  counties  and  counties  of  cities,  &c. — 

Clarf  had  established  a  hospital  and  a  houao  of  industry ;  Ctt-k 
Vounii/  and  Cittj,  a  house  of  industry  ;  Kilkf^mty  County  and  Cily 
and  Limct'tpk  County  and  City,  a  county  infirman,'  and  fever  hos- 
pittd  each ;  and  Watn-ford  Citsf  a  hospital  or  houae  of  industiy.< 

Out  of  47  cities  and  towns — 

Chnimi  had  established  a  lunatic  asylum  and  infirmary, 
Wttfttrd  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  rest  had  done  nothing. 

Corporations  for  the  Relii-f  of  the  Poor  had  been  established  in 
3  counties,  viz.  Cork  County  and  City,  Kilkenny  Connty  and  City, 
and  WfUfirfyrd  City,  and  in  2  towns,  Chnmel  and  Wrjrford. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  one  of  tho  main  purposra  of  the 
Act  was  to  require  Corporations  to  mako  provision  for  helpleesj 
men,  women,  ragabonds,  or  sturdy  beggars,  and  idle,  stroUiog/ 
and  disorderly  women. 
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This  requirement  appears  to  have  been  curried  out  in  otto  place 
only,  and  in  a  cbamcterii^ticatly  humorous  fuiihion  of  its  own,  aa 
the  return  from  Dundalk  states  that  "all  sturdy  lieg^ara  etroiling 
are  tumod  out  upon  thoir  entering ;  and  a  constable  is  kept  by 
the  Corporation  for  that  purpoao,  and  is  called  u  liiiiig  lieijijar." 

In  the  year  I8-"iti  Sir  George  Nicholls  thugdcBcriboB  tho  general 
condition  of  mendicancy  in  Ireland  : — ■ 

"  One  of  the  circumstances  that  first  arrests  attention  on  visit- 
ing Ireland,  is  the  preraleuco  of  moitdiounoy.  It  is  not  pt^rhaps 
tho  actual  amount  of  misery  existing  amongst  tho  mendicant  class, 
great  aa  that  may  he,  which  is  most  to  be  deprecated  ;  but  the 
faJaehood  and  fraud  which  form  a  part  of  their  profession,  and 
spread  by  their  example.  To  a.isume  the  semhlanca  of  miser}'  ie 
the  business  of  the  mendicant,  and  his  success  depend*  upon  the 
skill  with  which  he  exert^ises  deception.  A  mass  of  filth,  naked- 
neos,  and  squalor  is  thus  kept  moving  about  the  country,  entering 
every  bouse,  addressing  itself  to  every  eye,  and  soliciting  from 
every  band. 

"The  suppression  of  mendicancy  is  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  peasantry  themxeWes.  No  Iri^h  oatticT,  however  pour, 
closes  his  door  wbihft  partaking  of  his  bumble  meal.  The  mendi- 
cant has  fred  ucuoiiii,  and  is  nover  refused  ti  share.  There  is  a 
superstitious  dread  uf  bringing  down  the  beggar's  curee,  and  thus 
mendicancy  is  eustaiueU  iu  the  midst  of  povertyt  perpetuating 
itself  among  its  victims/' 

The  next  legislation  on  tho  enbjeot  is  the  1  &  2  Vict.,  e.  56 
(31  July,  18:tS),  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  mote  effectual  Reliof 
of  the  Destitute  Poor  in  Ireland"  S.  59  enauts  that  persons 
deserting  th^ir  wives  or  children  so  that  thoy  become  destitute 
and  are  relieved  in  the  workhouse  shall  on  conviction  be  com- 
mitted to  hard  labour  for  any  t«rm  not  exceeding  three  months. 

This  Act,  while  providing  effectively  for  tho  compulsory  erec- 
tion of  workhouses  in  every  union  in  the  cuuniry  and  tho 
reception  of  the  poor  in  them,  makes  no  other  provisions  regarding 
vagrancy,  which  in  consequence  became  a  rampant  evil.  There 
was  therefore  a  general  feeling  throughout  tho  country  that  means 
ought  to  be  taken  for  its  suppression.  The  citizens  of  Dublin 
held  a  meeting  on  the  I'^th  of  3Iarch,  1842,  ut  which  it  was  agreed 
that  the  following  resolutions  should  be  suhimtt«d  to  the  Lonl 
Lieutenant : — 
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"  Ist.  Thttt  mendicancy  haa  long  been  recognised  by  the  Irish 
Parlioitiont  us  a  great  public  evil  which  it  was  expedient  to  sup* 
preaa,  various  Acts  having  from  time  to  time  been  paosed  for  tb« 
purpose,  terminating  in  the  groat  Act  of  1773  (1 1  and  12  Geo.  III., 
c.  30),  which  established  corporations  for  the  poor  in.  every  county 
and  eity  of  Irelund.  and  gave  ample  powers  to  its  members  and  to 
magistrates  for  coercing  sturdy  mondicouts,  and  accommodating 
the  willing  poor  in  houses  of  industry. 

*'  2ndly.  That  under  said  Act  the  ITnuse  of  Industry  in  Dublin 
was  for  many  years  more  or  less  efficiently  oonductod  tcit/i  both 
n>»#*fl,  ontil  a  popular  outbreak  destroywl  the  "  black  cart  "  em- 
ploy<^  for  conveyance  of  the  sturdy  mmidioanla,  apprehended  in 
the  streets  by  the  '  scrvantA'  of  the  Qovemor,  whose  actual  pre- 
sence being  deemed  noceitaary  to  legalize  the  acts  of  the  ofRccra, 
led  to  the  cessation  of  the  practice  and  to  the  conversion  of  the 
House  of  Industry  (under  the  fl»nction  of  Government)  to  a  recep- 
tade  for  willing  paupers  only,  and  for  incurable  lunatics. 

"  ilrdly.  Tliitt  nitUHlioimcy  having  in  coiisequoiico  thereof  greatly 
increased  in  Dublin,  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Mendicity 
Institutiou  iu  1HI8,  which,  besides  giving  relief  to  thousauds  an* 
riuallv  of  r^hntary  applicants,  coerced  likewise  the  sturdy  mendi- 
cants by  enforcing  against  them  the  existing  laws,  so  far  a«  *  24 ' 
Cells  in  the  House  of  Industry  (their  legal  prison),  in  place  of  110 
cells,  to  which,  under  the  Act  of  1773,  they  were  entitled,  couM 
enable  them  to  enforce  those  laws, 

"  4thly.  Thnt  under  the  45th  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  all 
the  laws  regulating  the  House  of  Industry  and  Foundling  Hok- 
pital  in  Dublin  were,  on  the  opening  of  its  two  workhouses,  forth- 
witb  repealed,  and  with  that  repeal  expired  hU  the  eifective  powers 
of  tbe  magistracy  to  coerce  sturdy  beggara,  who  have  conseqaently 
taken  advantage  of  the  immunity  thereby  afforded  them,  and  now 
crowd  the  streets  of  Dublin  in  unprecedented  numbers,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  imtil  the  old  powers  of  the  magistracy  shall  be 
restored  with  such  modifications  as  existing  circumstances  may 
demand,  and  until  a  Vagrancy  Act  shuU  be  pni^sed  for  Ireland,  where, 
for  various  reasons  (religious  as  well  as  political),  f^uob  an  Act  is 
mors  necessary  than  ia  England,  and  without  which  the  Poor 
Law  Act  itself  can  never  be  popular,  while  our  streets  are 
exposed  to  tbe  disgusting  and  demondisiug  exhibitions  of  mondi- 
cauoy." 
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Forty  Boards  of  GuardiaiiH  also  expressed  opinions  Aivouruble 
to  such  a  measure,  and  the  Poor  Law  Gommifisioutirs  reported 
that— 

"lu  some  of  the  ITiuods,  after  the  stock  nf  habitual  mendiounts 
had  for  the  nuiul  [mrt  bemi  tukeii  iuto  the  Workhouses,  the  Kate- 
puyers  of  ptirltcular  Eluutorul  DiviciioiiB  lindiug  that  the  removal 
of  what  may  be  cuUed  their  own  etitablislicd  poor  did  not  protect 
them  from  mendicancy,  but  was  followed  by  inroads  of  beg}*arfl 
from  the  stirruunding  distriotji,  or  even  from  those  mure  difitant, 
have  deemed  it  better  that  their  own  poor  should  be  permitted  U) 
levy  contributions  from  house  to  house  as  heretofore,  rather  than 
that  the  Ratepayers  should  incur  the  charge  of  muintuining  them 
in  the  Workhouses,  and  at  the  same  time  be  compelled  to  make 
contributions  to  casual  vagrants  or  mendicant  strangers  by  whom 
their  doors  were  beset. 

"  The  prevalence  of  such  a  feeling  has  been  exemplified  in 
ooourrenccs  in  the  Kilmallock  Union,  whcro  t/ie  Jiaiepaycra  of  a 
certain  Electoral  Dirisica  eatne  in  a  boilt/  to  the  WorUtomr,  and  </e- 
maaded  to  have  their  poor  delivered  up  to  them,  ukich  teas  acccrdingfff 
done,  and  thei/  icere  carried  back  with  great  demonatraiumi  of  rejoic- 
ing, to  be  Hitpported  by  almsgicimj  in  the  uccmtomed  mode.  The 
Batepayers  in  this  caae  no  doubt  expected  that,  when  they  had 
their  own  beggars  about  them,  they  would  be  protected  from  the 
inroads  of  beggars  from  other  dUtricts,  to  which  they  were  liable, 
so  long  as  their  own  habitual  stock  were  maintained  in  the  Work- 
house." 

As  a  consei^uence  of  those  representations  the  10  and  11  Vict., 
c.  I^(*<^2- July,  1847J,  wb«  passed,  which  recites  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  make  further  provision  for  the  punishment  of  Beg- 
gars and  Vagrants  and  persons  ofiending  against  the  laws  in 
force  for  the  KeKef  of  the  destitute  I*oor  in  Ireland.  It  then 
repeals  the  provision  in  1  &  '-^  Vict.,  o.  30,  for  the  punishment 
of  persons  deserting  their  wivos  or  children,  and  enacts  that 
persons  deserting  or  wilfully  neglecting  to  maintain  their 
wivea  or  children  so  that  they  have  to  be  relieved  in  any  union, 
shall  bo  liable  on  conviction  to  hard  labour  In  the  House  of 
Corroction  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  months;  that  PersouB 
wandering  abroad  or  begging  in  public  places  or  causing  chil- 
dren 60  to  do,  or  going  from  one  union  to  another  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  relief,  shall  be  sent  to  hard  labour  for  any  time  not 
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PXLfeiling  one  month.      Any   person    mnj  appraliend   ofFenders 
against  this  Act  without  a  warrant." 

In  the  autumn  of  184{i  the  potato-rot  again  set  in,  and  scient.i6o 
inT«stigation  showed  that  the  evil  was  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
skill.  A  dreadful  famine  was  the  result,  and  the  workhouses 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  The  English  Government  did  ii« 
utmost  to  allay  the  eril  by  despatching  cargoes  of  com  and  Indian 
meat  to  the  diatreesod  districts,  and  English  charity  contributed 
large  stims  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  good  work.  TJn- 
furlunately,  in  1&46,  the  disease  again  made  its  appeamnce,  muol 
earlier  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  misery  and  distr 
liecame  so  extreme  that  multitudes  perished.  To  add  to  the  horrot 
of  the  time,  crime  and  outrage  again  broke  forth,  and  steeped  the 
unhappy  country  with  augmented  calamity.  Several  millions  of 
money  were  expended  by  the  Government  in  relief  and  in  public 
^^'orks.  organised  for  the  purpose  of  providing  employment  for  the 
pour,  and  private  charity  further  endeavoured  to  mitigutc  the 
difltreea.  Many  thouaands  of  the  Irish  emigrated  to  America,  and 
many  came  over  to  England,  where  they  became  mendicants,  or 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Ijoadon  street-sellers,  taking  up  tbose 
callings  requiring  the  least  amount  of  speculative  judgment. 

The  population  was,  in  fact,  largely  in  excess  of  the  roquire- 
menta  of  the  country,  and  the  least  failure  of  any  of  it«  ordinary 
rc'Bourocs  brought  about  misery  and  starvation  to  the  lower 
orders.  The  only  cficctivo  cure  for  such  a  state  of  things  was 
nccoesartly  a  reduction  of  the  population. 

In  1856  the  Ninth  Annual  Keport  of  the  Poor  Ijaw  Commis- 
sioners in  Ireland  mipplios  the  following  evidence  regarding  the 
condition  of  vagrancy  and  mendicity  at  that  time  : — 

Eep&rt  for  ih«  Countie*  of  Leitrim,  Mayo,  Roscommon,  SligQ,  and 

Dontgnl. 

"  During  the  lant  three  years  there  has  been  a  gradual,  bat 
steady,  diminution  of  mendicancy  in  this  district,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent time  it  is  confined,  almost  entirely,  to  profeasionid  beggars 
and  vagrants.  In  the  year  1H63,  whilst  the  effects  of  thepre-< 
vioua  years  of  famine  continue^  to  be  felt>  the  mendicants  in  this 
district  may  be  considered  as  hanng  belonged  to  four  classes. 

"  let.  The  professional  beggars,  oomprising  persons  maimed  in] 
limb,  or  sufil-riug  frum  blindness  or  other  bodily  defect,  who  mad) 
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a  trade  of  exposing  th«ir  deformities  in  the  thoroughfares  adjoin- 
iug  towns  where  (uin  or  tnarkctA  were  held,  and  mendicants  who 
frequeoted  towD8,  claniouriug  for  ulma  at  shop-doora  or  coach 
(ifTiuca. 

"  2nd.  Vagrants  who  rambled  through  rural  districts,  some- 
tiiuc«  oxtortiug  churity  from  tho  timid  by  the  impurtuuity  with 
which  it  was  claimed. 

"•■Jrii.  I'ersons  rcudorod  destitute  by  tho  femine,  who  had  been 
ejected  from  their  cabius  und  were  wouderiiig  through  tUu  country 
with  their  fuiuilies,  preferring  a  life  uf  mcudicuncy  to  thu  restruin'ts 
of  tliQ  workhouse. 

*'  4th.  Women  and  children  abandoned  by  tho  head  of  tho 
fuinily  whiUt  ho  sought  employment  in  England  or  Scothmd :  this 
cla-sii  being  chiefly  met  with  during  eprlng  und  summer. 

**  Of  these  foiir  ctasKen  the  third  wuh  tho  first  to  diHa]>pear ;  and 
ftimiliea  of  beggurs,  without  huiuea^  aro  now  very  rarely  met 
with  in  this  dtstrtet. 

"  The  fourth  chiss  continued  longer;  and,  until  within  the  last 
two  years,  women  and  children  were  to  be  met  roaming  through 
the  country  and  maiutaining  themselves  by  begging,  whilst  tho 
Iwad  uf  the  fuiiiily  was  employed  ut  harveat-woik  in  Kngland  or 
Scotland.  These  persons  were  usually  pussfSttud  of  u  cottugc,  uud 
a  small  i^uauttty  of  biud  plauUnl  with  potalues  before  the  heud  uf 
the  fkmily  weut  to  EugluuU  or  Sujtiuud,  and  to  which  they  re- 
turned when  he  came  back." 

Ittjwri  for  the  Countiet  of  dare,  Limenek,  and  Tip/vrar^. 

*'  Duriug  the  early  part  of  the  four  preceding  years  the  dole  of 
tho  beggnr  (potatoex^  was  scarce,  and  tho  small  holders  of  laad 
bud  barely  recovered  from  the  etfeuts  of  famine;  they  were,  more- 
uvcr,  theu  oompeUed  to  pay  high  rates,  which  operated  in  check- 
ing alms-giving,  and  meudicjints  were  necessitated  to  Miek  work- 
house relief.  Since  that  period  the  condition  of  tho  farmer  uud 
tho  peasant  has  favourably  progressed,  and  uicndicancy,  with  its 
attendant  evils,  ag.iin  exists  IrO  u  large  extent. 

"  The  great  majority  of  mendieautsare  a  helploas  dass^ — ■widow- 
women  burthcned  with  children  of  tender  years,  tho  cripple, 
blind,  and  impotent.  On  fair  and  market  days,  this  class  muy 
be  seen,  on  the  outskirts  of  towns,  exposing  their  wrctuhcdness 
to  commi^ration,  and  extorting  by  their  pruycrdund  importunities 
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pittances  of  potfltocK,  turf,  and  mch  other  commodities  as  maylM 
paMiDg  to  the  mnrket ;  the  exception  is  to  give  money,  the  rule 
is  to  give  snmll  quantities  of  the  coramodities  de«cribed  ;  and  at 
night  ready  access  to  the  cahin  is  afforded,  where  the  beggar  w 
permitted  to  cook  his  meoU  and  shelter  himself.  This  voluntary 
and  pernicious  syett-m  ia  generally  preferred  to  the  compulsory 
one  of  requiring  the  destitute  to  be  supported  by  poor  rates  in 
vorkhousc«. 

"  Irresp(.>cti\-e  of  the  system  being  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
Vugmut  Act,  the  provisions  of  which  are  seldom  enforced,  it  is 
fraught  with  muuy  evils  to  the  community  at  large.  It  perpetu- 
ates mendicancy,  prostitution,  uud  thieving  ;  for  it  is  nutvriuus 
that  the  oSspring  of  persona  who  subsist  by  begging,  are  iucu- 
pable  of  ejtertion,  become  demoralised,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  seek  any 
other  ocoupatiou." 

Rtpori  for  the  Cotintift  o/ Antrim,  Armagh,  Cofan,  Dottn,  Lontion- 
dtrry,  Moiiaghan,  and  Tyrone. 

"During  the  last  few  years  mendicants  have  diminished  in 
number  in  this  part  of  Ireland,  and  are  still  decroasing. 

"  This  change  is,  howcror,  not  to  bo  altogether  attributed  to  the 
improved  condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  or  to  tho  rise  in  the 
rate  of  wages,  as  tho  persons  who  resort  to  begging  for  their  sup* 
port  ara  a  class  not  much  affected  by  the  state  of  the  labour  mar' 
ket.  They  arc  either  professional  and  habitual  mendicants,  who 
have  no  inclination  for  work,  and  whoM;  previous  habits  of  life 
unfit  them  for  it,  or  they  are  poor  persons  unable  to  corn  a  main- 
touance  in  consequence  of  ago,  infirmity,  or  some  mental  or  bodily 
defect ;  but  labourers  and  mechanics,  when  in  distress  from  want 
of  employment,  have  generally  sought  relief  from  the  Poor  La' 
Ouardians,  and  havo,  when  dostitute,  obtained  admiasion  to  the 
Union  Workhouses. 

Seport/or  the  Counties  of  Dublin,  KiMttre^  King't,  lionii/brd,  Lwtk, 
MeatA,  and  M'ni>tteath, 

"Mendicancy  has  been  progres^vely  and  ro/wttf/y  declining  in  this 
district  during  the  lust  three  years,  and  at  the  present  time  it  no 
longer  can  be  considered  to  ex'  '  lubatantive  or  general  evil. 
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"A  few 'slioulere '*  still   clinging  to  the  obsolete  notion  as 
cprMKd  in  the  old  song,  that 

'Ofatl  till!  tiailcts  af^aingi 
A-lie^iii^  in  UiH  ImuI  ; 
For  wliuii  a  luiin  is  weary. 

He  cau  nit  liiiii  donii  kii<1  rest,' 

continue  to  ply  about  in  some  places;  and  who,  for  old  acquaint 
ance'  sake,  mid  from  old  bubits,  still  pick  up  u  few  halfpence, 
especially  lq  and  about  towus;  but  virtually  tbe  occuptilion  of  a 
vugraut  beggar  is  gone,  as  a  trade — as  a  great  and  wido-spread 
evil  it  has  ceased  to  exist ;  it  is  no  longer  productive.  A  beggar's 
child  is  DOW  rarely  as  a  beggar  bred.  No  millionaire  of  a  beggar 
(if  such  there  are  now)  would  give  £100  for  a  beggar's  right  to 
beg  on  Palmerstown  Hill,  near  Cbupelizod,  as  was  reported  sererul 
years  ago.  Heal  waot,  caused  by  iatirmity  or  age,  uau  now  find 
a  shelter  in  a  workhouse,  and  ratepayers  have  not,  and  will  not 
continue,  to  give  alms  to  beggars  and  pay  rates  for  poor-houses ; 
Bud  it  is  now  generally  folt  and  known,  that  every  one  who  can 
work,  and  is  willing  to  work,  can  live  by  the  hire  of  their  labour." 

JicfiOrt/or  ilte  Counlm  qf  Qahmtj,  Hmcommon,  Kimj's,  Wcstmeath, 

and  T'ppf^rnrif. 

"In  the  rural  districts,  professional  mendicancy,  had  almost 
ceased  to  prevail  during  the  famine  period,  but  as  the  condition 
of  the  farming  classes  has  gradually  improved,  and  food  has 
become  more  abundant  and  cheaper,  symptoms  of  a  revival  of  the 
gystem  have  been  observable,  and  both  individuals  and  families, 
formerly  habituated  to  this  mode  of  life,  are  now  not  nncomraonly 
iwind  to  leave  the  workhonso  during  the  periods  of  the  year  most 
e  for  the  purpose,  and  seek  a  living  by  begging  through 
the  country  from  house  to  house,  and,  as  frequently  happens,  from 
Uuioa  to  Union." 

lifport/or  /he  Countifn  of  Cork,  Kfrry,  and  Limerick. 

"  N^umerous  mendicants  are  not  now,  as  formerly,  seen  going 
from  house  to  house  in  search  of  eleemosynary  assistanue,  in  the 
shape  of  food  and  shelter ;  nor  are  travellers  by  public  or  pri- 
vate conveyances  bo  frequently  importuned  for  alms  by  beggars 
of  every  age  and  sex,  at  every  town  or  stoppage  on  the  road. 

•  Wttnilurinji  Ixjyjiati'  an?  mllud  '*yin[tilw!» "  in  the  Mtuth  'tf  IrcLitiil.  Ir. 
nuiihlatit,  a  tnivellti.     HivJjhal,  goii^;,  iiio\iii^,  maitlir  walluiig. 
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"  Except  ia  large  towns  committals  for  VHgrancy  Kave  becomp 
of  coDipanitively  rare  occurrence;  and  a  greatly  improved  lone, 
in  point  of  •elf-reliance  and  a  spirit  of  independence,  u  oboerr- 
■blo  in  tho  conduct  of  the  industrial  classes  generally. 

"  This  important  decline  in  mendicancy,  and  the  farourmljle 
progrofls  in  the  condition  of  the  peatuntry  and  industrial  clasaee, 
within  tho  last  three  years,  must  certainly  be  attributed,  in  a 
groat  moofiuro,  to  there  having  been,  during  tho  nholc  of  that 
jteriod,  u  constantly  growing  demand  fur  labour  of  uU  kinds  ut  uu 
improved  rate  of  M'ages." 

It^porifor  the  CountieB  of  Camn^  Donerjal^  Femianaijli,  Londondi'try, 

and  TyrOHe. 

**  Mendicancy  is  generally  on  tho  incMUse  throughout  thia 
dietriot,  especially  bo  in  the  county  of  Donegal,  and  there  are 
more  strolling  beggars  now  than  thoro  have  been  for  some  time 
pa&t.  Tho  abundant  supply  of  potatoes  and  other  provisions  in 
tho  handfi  of  tho  small  formers  is  the  principal  cause  of  this  stale 
of  things." 

Report  for  th*  Counties  of  DuMa^    Carloic,    Tippemry,    Kitdart^ 
Kilkenny,  Queen'*,  WtJ-ford,  <tmi  Wieklotr, 

"The  number  of  professional  mendicants  bus  everywhero  very 
oonsiderahly  docreosed,  and  but  fen-  of  this  class  on  now  to  be 
tnot  with  in  tho  diritrict.  They  may  be  suid  to  be  oonfintid  to 
some  parties  belonging  to  tho  aged  and  infirm  class,  who,  dtuing 
the  period  of  tino  weather  in  Hummer,  take  their  discharge  fruoi 
tho  workhouses,  to  return  oguiu,  in  a  short  time,  wheo  ths 
Weather  becomes  broken." 

In  tho  year  1868  tho  Industrial  School  system  was  extended  to 
Ireland  by  tho  31  and  32  Vict.,  c  25. 

In  1870,  the  comparative  condition  of  vagrancy  in  Trelaad  and 
in  England  is  thus  alluded  to  ia  the  23rd  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law  CommisHioners  :— 

"  In  the  last  Annual  Report  we  mentioned  the  snbject  of  the 
reltei  of  tramps  and  vagrants  and  the  liirge  pruportiun  of  thai 
class  alleged  in  the  volume  entitled  '  Judicial  tjuustics,  Irdattd.' 
to  exist  in  Ir^nd  in  comparison  with  the  same  ia  EogLind  and 
M'ales,  and  abo  the  theory  advanced  that  this  exeats  was  dm  in 
•uuM  meMore  to  tho  limited  extent  of  out-door  relief  in  Izdaad. 


AND  BEOOABS  AND  nF.nOINO.  427 

''or  the  reasons  which  ire  havo  already  etatcd,  nnd  which  it  is 

uimecessury  hero  1o  repeat,  we  continue  to  think  that  the  iiumbor 

of  Irampfi  and  va^aiits  in  the  two  coQutriea,  if  it  hao  been  uccu- 

■Tately  ascei'ti)ined  and  compurcd,  has  no  connexion  with  the  more 

limited  practice  of  oiit-duor  relief  in  ttiis  country. 

"  As  to  the  number  of  tramps  and  vagTiints  or  casuals  relieved 

I  in  the  two  couniries,  we  huvo  hud  the  weekly  number  in  Ireland 
carefully  noted  since  the  6th  March,  l>ifi!},  and  we  find  that  the 
svemge  weekly  number  received  into  the  Irish  workhouses  in  the 
<90iir»e  of  twelve  months  has  been  968,  and  the  maximum  number 
•o  relieved  in  one  day  only  311.      In  England  and  WhIos  the 
number  relieved  in  workhousea  on  the  Ist  January,  18C9,  was 
6,346,  besides  1,()74  who  received  on  the  same  day  out-door  relief." 
According  to  the  Report  for  IBSU  the  largest  number  of  "  night 
lodgers  "  or  "casualB  "  relieved  in  any  one  week  between  the  7th 
■  «f  Umrch,  188o,  and  the  6th  of  March,  188G.  wa«  3,803.  com- 
prising 2,G37  mules,  GOO  females,  and  ■>J9  children  undvr  16,  uud 
the  smallest  2/Ji-i.     The  m^tximum  number  iu  wurkbuuscs  ut  the 
0I068  of  uoy  week  was  529,  compiieing  ^77  males,  7iJ  femules,  and 
73  childr»!U  under  lo,  and  the  miiiimiitu  3(J4,  the  estimated  popu- 
lation for  18SJ   being  4,!)*J4,y4:i.      The  average  per  week  UeiHg 
3,358,  and  per  day  480,  or  an  increase  of  342  per  cent,  per  week 
the  number  relieved  in  1809,  the  estimated  population  in  18(i9 
ig  5,(>:)(i,2I7.     This  increase  is  attributabLo  to  the  unsettled, 
state  of  the  country* 

In  reviewing  the  condition  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  Irish  poor 
from  whom  the  vagrant  and  mendicant  are  rccniitcd,  it  is  impoH- 
siblfi  toavoid  rccEULrkingthutit  differs  oascntiatly  from  the  parallel 
social  strata  in  Knf^land,  Wales,  and  Scotland.  Wales  and  Scot- 
land formerly  combined  with  Ireland  to  supply,  though  in  u  les&er 
degree,  a  large  contingent  of  the  idle  or  dependent  poor  in 
England.     They  have  long  ceased  to  do  so,  and  the  number  of 

k  Welshmen  and  Scotchmen  in  Ijondon  workhouses  iscoraparatively 
ioBnitesimal.  The  reverse  is,  however,  the  case  with  the  Irinh. 
or  people  of  Irish  descent.  In  nearly  all  the  London  workhouses 
tbey  form  a  largo  contingent  of  the  inmates,*  and  throughout  the 

*  Iu  tlie  Maryitlxme  tl^orkhnue  in  Augu.tt,  1886,  ouLof  l,Mn  iniimUui,  265, 

17}  [icr  rvnt.,  wi-re  Imrii  in  In^laad,  and  aliout  «  similar  Dunibvr  wtrt»  uf 

^     Ui  utstviit  in  the  linit  gentinkiiun.    Accepliog  tbis  as  a  fair  avenue  of  the 

'luvtrripolis  kI  Urse,  which  th«ru  waooi  rea»un  ia  believe  it  i^  it  wouM  appi-M- 

tbst  uui-third  m  the  [itntpemnj  vf  London  coiifiiaU  of  Lri^h-bom  iwoplc  sud 
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metropoHs,  while  the  WeUb,  the  Scotch,  and  the  0«rTDim8  an 
coiupicaooB  u  tzBden  or  mercbaDti,  the  aboriguud  Iri»h  follov 
the  SQoet  servile  occupations,  and  Eeem  to  Mptre  to  little  h)gh«r. 
The  names  on  oar  ■hop-£roat8  testily  to  the  energy  and  enterprise 
of  the  Germana  and  Italians,  who  frequently  arrive  in  this  country 
uhnoet  poaiuIeaB,  while  Iri&h  names  ttre  only  rarely  to  be  met  vith, 
and  even  as  slroet-tradexa  the  Irish  onlj  pursae  the  inferior 
callinga. 

ReligHm  is  certainly  not  the  cause,  beeauae  the  nnmber  irf 
English  Roman  Catholics  in  Ijondon  workhouaee  is  by  no  means 
large. 

Ttie  flaine  social  phenomenon  is  obaerval)le  in  Ireland  itsclt 
Taking,  for  instance,  an  important  trade — that  of  ffoollen*drapet^- 
ve  find  in  the  Dublin  Directory  of  17Gti,  which  is  the  earhest 
acceeeible.  that  out  of  57  names,  not  moru  than  llj  or  one-fiAh, 
are  of  Irish  origin. 

The  hubiu,  too,  of  the  lowest  class  of  Irish  are  unfortunatel] 
■uch  thut  they  are  looked  upon  as  undesirable  teoaiita  iu 
dwellinga. 

Such  being  the  caao— though  some  farther  social  tmproi 
may  still  be  looked  for — the  teacbiiigt!  of  history  u'nfortunutelj 
forbid  any  hope  that  until  the  primitive  portion  of  the  race  is 
completely  amalgamated  with  a  more  vigorous  Htock  its  individual 
members  cun  ever  attain  that  ilourisbiiig  independence  which  haa 
oharacterived  the  other  races  in  Great  Britain. 


their  iniiin.'<!ialc  tlMccndaiilfl.  Tlicre  •»««  id  Uiii  workboaw  at  the  vainej 
nulv  !)  naLtvM  nf  Hcuttuid  and  3  of  Wales,  to}teth«r  with  76  En^luli  Konian 
<litWi™.  In  [he  Wliilecbapcl  Wortbouw,  oul  of  2(I3  inmaUT  al  tbis  peritxl, 
then,'  -w'cTv  3  Kituliah  Roinui  Caliiolica,  2  nadt'ea  of  Scotlaud,  uul  Qcdie  ftf 
Wulfca. 
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The  laws  Bad  institutes  of  Wules.  auch  as  they  have  been  liaudcd 
duwu  to  UK,  are  comprised  iu  sevurul  dislinet  codes,  that  of 
OwjTiedd,  or  Venedotia,  comprising-  the  greater  part  of  what  is 
now  called  North  Wales  ;  that  of  Dyved,  Dimotia,  or  West  Wales, 
tha  country  comprised  in  the  see  of  Monevia  ;  that  of  Gwont  or 
Gwentia,  the  district  inhabited  by  the  Silurea,  comprising  the  dio- 
cese of  Uanduff;  and  the  Cyvroithiau  iVniry  val  or  Anomalous  Laws, 
comprehending  legal  dicta  and  decisions,  pleadings,  and  eluci- 
datory matter. 

Those  laws  ore  originally  ascribed  to  Kowol  Dda,  or  Howel  the 
Good,  "  u  conspicuous  king  in  South  Wales,  in  the  government  of 
which  he  succeeded  his  father  Cadell.  ITe  inherited  from  his 
mother  Elen  poasessions  in  PovyH,  and  his  influence  appeurr^  to 
have  been  powerful  throughout  North  Walefl.  Perceiving  the 
lawn  and  customs  of  the  country  to  he  violated  with  impunity  and 
fulling  into  deeoetude,  he  caused  them  to  be  examined,  that  so 
what  veoA  wholesome  and  beneRcial  might  be  retained,  what  was 
ambiguous  might  be  expounded,  and  what  was  superfluous  or 
prejudicial  might  be  abrogated. " 

"  Having  summoned  the  Archbishop  of  Mcnovia,  other  bishops 
sad  the  chief  of  the  clergy,  the  nobles  of  Wales,  and  six  persoDs 
(four  laymen  and  two  clerks)  from  each  comot,  to  meet  at  u  placo 
called  Y  Ty  Gwyn  ar  l)av,  or  the  White  House  on  the  river  Tav, 
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neuir  the  site  of  WfaitluDd  Abbuy,  in  Caerraarthousliire,  he  re]»tii 
thither  in  persou  ;  uad  having  vpent  all  the  I^eut  in  prajcr  and 
fasting,  he  solocted  from  the  whole  assembly  twelve  of  the  murt 
csperienetHi  persons,  and  added  to  their  number  u  clerk  or  doctor 
of  laws  iiiimed  Blegwryd.  To  those  thirteen  was  confided  the 
tank  of  exumiuing,  retaining,  expoundiiig,  and  abrogating.  Wfaea 
completed,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  Btrengthen  the 
idiservance  of  these  luws,  sentenoe  of  esoommiinication  wus 
denounced  against  all  trancgrcssors."  The  date  usually  assigned 
to  this  Congress  is  the  yearU43. 

Tho  Vencdotian  Code  ia  said  to  be  the  compiUtion  of  lorverih, 
son  of  Madog,  8on  of  Roawd,  from  alterations  of  tho  hiwa  of 
Howel  Dda  by  Blcddyn,  Prince  of  North  Wales,  about  1080. 

Tho  Dimciian  Code  IS  founded  upon  alterations  made  by  Rhys, son 
of  Gnifudd,  Prince  of  that  district,  about  1180. 

Tho  Owontian  Code  is  asserted  to  bo  the  compilation  of 
CvTncrth  and  hia  father  Mot^onau,  l>oth  of  whom  arc  enumerated 
among  the  judges  summoned  by  TToifel  to  attend  hia  Congress. 

Thb  Ci'stodv  anm  Katrrtaismbnt  or  Qubsts, 

Ditnciian  Code. 

There  ore  three  fours.  .  .  .  one  of  them  i«,  legally  harbouring  , 
a  gue.<tt,  that  is,  keeping  him  from  dunk  until  the  morning,  and  fl 
if  bin  bedfellow  put*  his  hand  over  him  throe  times  in  the  counw  " 
of  the  night,  and  he  Bwenrs  to  tho  fact  with  the  people  of  the 
houAo,  in  that  rhaith.'  The  third  fours  are,  the  four  persons  for 
whom  there  is  no  protection,  either  in  court  or  in  church,  againrt 
the  king.  ,  .  .  The  third  is,  a  person  to  whom  the  king  is  a  supper 
guest,  who  ought  to  supply  him  with  food  that  night,  and  who' 
dues  not  supply  him  ;  the  fourth  is,  the  King's  bondman.f- 

Cyrrfrithiati  Amryt'al  [Sundnj  or  Atwniahm  Latci-), 

These  are  the  various  cueos  wherein  guardians^  are  required. 

*  Uhailh,  rm'irf.   There  were  vnriotui  kiuilit  of  rhaitli*,  coiiijwmkI  o(  fnim  fit 
to  tlirce  hiimlnsi  compiirjniUir".  t  Bk.  II.  c.  8,  e.  13. 

%  Ctiiluiul  (criiiiiyii-l),  u  ijtuiniian — ji  teron  ltiki>ti  tn  ait  rxU'U>)ive  seitw.  In] 
miiU  fur  IntM^  );uitrdijina  iind  i^ridencca  were  proilucod,  llie  diMlinoli'iH  Wnv«fn) 
ihem  bvint;  tili^lit.  A  guanliiin  t^wL'snt  lu  the  tbui^  ia  tlupuic,  to  liifi  cerutinf 
kncivrU'il^-,  ln'inn  tW  property  of  tlie  J)c»tin  he  tiniitt-i  ;  xn  vvidmce,  that  aJ 
ctrtJtiii  pcTM'ii  iMis  iIU[K)8aeBW(l  by  auuthcr.  A  gtmnliitn  cliaixpii  no  on<;  wilhl 
wiiiii^^iiiiiii^ ;  Hii  cviilnici*  t>pvnk»  to  Uie  oulnt^^v.  Th«  giuuxtiui  ptWMj 
jitn(tt-r  of  action  ;  the  cvidenn:  the  auiac  of  octtuti. 
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For  custody  of  birtb  and  rcariBg ;  for  custody  before  loss  ;  for 

ly  of  guests.* 

'Here  are  the  nines  of  low,  which  are  .  .  .  .  8>  tho  nine  nights 
fof  tho  guest  house  {gwesty).t 

Here  is  further  notice  of  legal  (defences).  .  .  ,  The  second  i«, 
sn  arwuesav ;  J  that  is,  whore  a  person  shall  give  his  arwaednv  to 
exonerate  bis  gucat  from  wrong;  ibat  is.  oa  to  night  theft,  and 
ubsence,  and  ferocious  or  horrid  deeds  ;  although  an  arwaesovciin 
likewise  he  called  for  theft  in  hand.  iJ 
[  There  are  throe  thieves  subject  to  dir^vj*,  [|  that  is  three  cases 
where  a  dirwy  for  theft  occurs  :  .  '.  .  or  a  man  who  fails  to  con- 
fine his  lawful  guest  during  the  night )  or  where  there  isexidenco 
of  theft  against  him.^ 

In  three  ways  there  is  a  dirwy  for  theft  :  hy  the  confession  of 
I  the  party  spontaneously ;  by  the  failure  of  a  rhaith  ;  by  the  fiiUurc 
of  gtmrdiunn,  in  exonerating  lawful  guests,  for  night  theft.** 

In  three  various  modes  one  kind  of  kindred  is  competent  to  n 

full  dental :  one  is,  to  keep  the  ownership  of  properly  for  a  person  ; 

\  the  second  is,  to  prove  hi.s  being,  on  the  night  be  was  reputod  to  do 

•  the  deed,  in  such  and  such  a  bouse,  and  thus  lawfully  exonerate  hia 

gue«t ;  tho  third  i»,  an  arddelw,tt  thut  is,  a  way  to  prove  an  alibi. ii 

Three  things  which  accord  in  law,  although  it  may  be  deemed 

extraordinary  that  they  do  so :  guardians,  after  prosecution,  and 

that  meano,  to  exonerate  a  guest  aguin^t  thefb  in  absence.  §§ 

Three  cases  where  guanliuns  are  appropriate  ;  for  living  or  dead 
property ;  for  privilege,  or  lack  of  privilege,  in  another ;  and  for 
lawful  guests.  1i^ 

Three  arddclws  wbich  accord  with  denial  :  an  arddclw  of  an 
ostabliahcd  rhaith  ;  an  nrddelw  of  cu!<tody  of  gite^tts  uninipeached  ; 
and  an  urddclw  of  innocency,  according  to  justice  and  country. 

•  Bk.  IX.  c.  35, ».  I.  t  Bk.  X.  c  8. 

nnntr  (ar-|j:«ieaav),  iKPparl.     Tlie  perettn,  or  autlngritT,  a  defendant 
1 1«  be  Oil*  };urtriintec  at  lh«  rij^lit  U*  [in'perty  with  wluclt  he  is  c^buijt-tl 
'to  be  onliwriilly  powes^d.  §  Bk.  X'lV.  c.  3,  t.  3. 

II  lUniy.    There   wt-rc   two  kinds  of  fine   inii>o>«(.-(l   upon   olfendora.     The 
'dirwy  WA«  Iwulvu  kiiif,  ar  tliree  poundi  ;   the  other,  or  mm^w-u',  lliree  kinir. 
•IT  nine  uore  pence.     IHmy  aignifiea  aomctiiuce,  but  ronrly,  vahous  aniauuts  uf 
line 
1  Bk.  XIV.  c.  12.  8L  7.  ♦•  Bk.  XIV.  c  12,  e.  II. 

ft  Ardd'lu!  {ar-i|f1w],  a  Tondiec  of  vtirious  nnturea  in  dcticace.  Such  kind  of 
tlefcniT  wu>  ul-jLuhvil  by  S6  Ueo.  VIII.  i:.  6. 

II  Bk.  .\IV.  e.  15.  8.  G.  H  Bk.  XIV.  c.  18,  ».  St. 

%*i  Bk.  XIV.  c.  16,  fc  9. 
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Three  nrddelws   which   comprise   confcMion  :   an   arddoln 
arwaemiv,  and  failing  the  party ;  an  arddelw  of  inaoccncc,  ani 
undergoing  a  rhaith,  and  it  failing,  that  is  equivalent  to  a  con-j 
fession  ;  and  an  arddelw  of  custody  of  guests,  and  it  failing,  the 
claim  is  confessed." 

There  are  three  arddelws:  im  arddelw  which  shall  lake  the 
thing  out  of  the  hand  of  a  defendant,  and  set  him  free  from  the 
claimant ;  an  arddelw  of  innocenco,  and  to  which  pertains  a  rhaith 
or  the  custody  of  guests;  and  an  arddelw  of  a  surety.t 

XXX.  Hero  is  further  of  thcfl  ahsent,  for  which  an  arddelw  is 
not  had.  and  against  which  gu&rdiaus  are  to  be  hud,  that  is,  theft 
absent  which  shall  bo  imputed  to  a  person. 

1.  "Vorily,"  aaya  be  then,  "on  such  and  such  a  night-, 
thou  art  charging  the  theft  upon  me,  there  are  for  me  enow  of 
lawful  guardians  to  clear  mo  of  illegality  out  of  such  and  such  a 
houBc  ;  to  wit,  tbo  owner  of  tho  houeo."  He  is  to  clear  hini,i 
Bweiiring  with  the  men  of  the  house  to  putting  u  hand  three  timoa- 
in  the  night  (over  him),  and  ihuH  clearing  him  Irom  the  time  of 
aecuring  the  byres  until  the  morning:  necuritig  the  byroa  impUeiv 
from  the  time  of  tying  the  cuttle  until  the  morning. 

2.  Guest-s  can  only  be  cleared  for  night  theft. 

3.  These  guardians  may  be  charged  as  disreputable,  like  others ; 
for  the  disreputable  cannot  clear. 

4.  If  he  fail  to  clear  tho  guest ;  three  pounds  to  the  lord,  and 
his  projierty  to  the  complainant.| 

Tub  PuoTEcmoN  op  a  Beggar. 

Otcttttmn  Code. 

In  three  ways  a  eilver  rod  is  paid  to  the  King,  and  a  golden 
vessel  with  a  golden  cover  to  it :  for  violating  a  woman ;  fur 
breaking  the  protection  of  the  rood  towards  a  beggar  without  a 
homo ;  and  for  saraad^  to  the  King.  || 

TiiK  Bondman. 

DintetiaH  Code. 

In  what  place  soever  a  fugitive  bondman  shall  bo  overtaken, 

twenty-four  [>eucc,  as  a  rc«cue  foo^  ii,  to  be  paid  on  his  account ; 

•  Uk.  XIV.  c  21,  ».  3.        +  Bk.  XIV.  c.  il,  8.  N.        I  Bk.  XIV.  c  30l 
(  Saraad.   TIio  line  for  cwiiteiupl  iti  its  hea\  bense. 
II  Bk.  II.  e.  89,  •.  46. 


AND  BEGGAE3  AKD  BEOOIKG. 


433 


snd  fourpence  for  every  comot  he  shall  have  passed  over:  if  he 
go  to  another  kingdom,  twenty-four  pence  shall  he  paid  in  hand 
to  Any  one  that  ahull  rcleaac  him  ;  and  out  of  tliat  the  captor  id  tu 
retain  a  third  ;  and  the  owner  of  the  land  is  to  have  the  two 
parts.* 

Three  persona  who  arc  to  receive  saraad,  and  who  are  not  to 
rccoivegalana8:t  .  .  .  the  third  ia  a  bondman,  there  is  no  galauus 
for  him  ;  uuly  payment  of  hia  worth  to  his  master,  like  the  worth 
of  a  bea&t.t 

■I 

^^!  Cyvnitiiiau  AmnjmL 

H     An  adventitious  hondman.  h  one  who  shall  he  in  the  house  of 

W  *n  uuhiiflwr,  at  spade  and  fork  ;  and  Nuch  a  one  is  a  domestic  boads- 

mtiu,  who  «haLl  remain  with  the  achelwr§  unbought,  uninvited  : 

and  the  worth  of  such  a  one  ia  twice  aa  much  as  that  of  a  hond- 

man  who  shall  he  bought.  It 

H     A  serving  bondman  i«  one  who  shall  be  in  the  house  of  an 

Vuchelwr  who  goes  not  to  epade,  nor  quern :  such  is  a  domestic 

■  bondman,  one  who  shall  remain  by  invitation,  without   buying, 

with  ao  achelwr  :  his  worth  is  the  Bame  as  the  worth  of  a  bought 

b(nidmaii.f 

Howel  the  Good  permitted  every  uohelwr  to  hold  his  own 
land  according  to  its  privilege,  and  to  rule  his  bondmen  according 
to  conditional  bondage  iti  Huuih  Wales,  and  perpetual  bondiige  in 
Gw3medd.  The  King's  villeins  are  to  be  regulated  according  to 
the  privilege  and  law  of  the  taeog-trev  *•  in  which  they  may  dwell, 
and  that  according  to  bond  service  and  bond  rent,  tt 

Conditional  bondmeu  and  alltuds^t  c»a  he  sold  by  their  lord, 
and  given,  by  law.gji 


K    "  Bk.  n.  c.  17,  B.  40. 


t  OolinKM,  AorMiaV/i'.     Tlie  sDm  KAWsied  upon  tbe  criminal  iui<l  hia  ralative* 
U  iherrtribatiiin  fur  luiiider. 

I  Bk.  111.  c.  3.  e.  K. 

\  UtMur  (nrhfil-wr),  a  hirjh  irnin.     Variously  rtylod  "  pwr  rliyd*!,''  *  fr*^ 
Dinu  :  "tiWT  (la,"  a  Vf^  ^oau  ;  and  "  brevr,"  &  muUt  man,  in  ilitl'uiviit  jwru  gl 

II  Bk.  V.  c.  2,  B.  111.  fl  Bk.  VI.  c.  1,  ».  72. 

••  Ttuog-tnr,  vUU-U  t<fv,    A  trev  wTia  r  tliviaion  of  land  containing  fow 

ntela  ot  2S6  erws,  ei|Util  to  aiiout  Sil^^  acres. 

H-  Bk-X.  c.  13.  ».  1. 

Xt  AUttui  (all-tnd),  of  anoUur  land.    A  peTBnn,  either  from  foreign  parts  or 

im  aAoliier  part  ■>!'  tli«  island,  in  viiletiafte  under  the  King  or  a  [re«hi>lder. 

^^  Bk.  XI.  c  2,0.2. 
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PeSAI.TT    for   EXTKETAIXIKO  A  FuOlTlVt. 

Ct/rreitbum  Amrijtal. 

If  a  man  feed  a  person  wlio  is  banished  by  the  Bcntence  o!  tbe 
law,  or  wbo  is  food-forbidden  by  tb«  injunction  of  the  lord,  some 
oar  he  18  liable  to  a  dim-y ;  the  law.  however,  wy%,  that  be  who 
shall  feed  him  is  only  liable  to  s  camlwrw.  *  "j" 


ExTKRTAINMRNT  PrIVILIJGBS  OF  THE  KiNCi   AKD  THK  ChIEKTAISS. 

Vfttfdotian  Code, 

or  the  Land  Maor  (land  bailiff). 

He  is  entitled  to  "  gwestva "  f rom  the  men  of  the  maer'trer 
(the  demesne).  X 

Privileges  of  ArvoB.  That  there  shall  be  no  payment  for  horses 
of  guesta  or  for  men  on  their  progress. 

Whoever  shall   reside  in  Arvon  a  year  and  a  day,  if  he  be 
man  of  substance^  he  acquires  the  same  priWlege  as  a  man  of  the 
country.  § 

Gwentian  Code. 

The  King  is  to  have  thirty-six  pprsons  on  horscbacli  in  bii 
retinue:  the  twenty-fonr  oiHoers,  and  the  twelve  gwestais;||  like- 
wise his  household,  hisgwrdos,!  his  youths,  his  minatrelt,  und 
hia  suitors.*" 

CyvrtitAiau  Amrytal. 

Throe  cows  which  t)ie  King  is  to  have;  a  cow  which  the  canj 
hellor  tt  shiUl  take  by  distress  fur  the  King's  ffwefilva.  XX  §§  - 

Three  clues  a  lord  is  to  bare  from  his  man  without  doing  injus- 
tice to  him  :  one  is,  the  geld  of  his  territory  due  to  him  and  his 
houseliuLd,  which  happeoa  in  varioos  modes  :    the  first  is,  his 

•  rinniitTir(omii-lliirnr),  Mulft  for  vrong.  A  fine  of  throe  kinc,  or  ntii«  Kore 
]HTiw,  •iiitietitiie*  di.iiblwj  mid  tiijileO.  t  |ik.  XI.  e.  I,  a.  !£. 

t  Bk.  I.  c.  34, 8.  n.  §  Ek.  rr. «.  a, ».  12,  w. 

II  Gi(v*ii»,  ft  vLiulor  or  gawt. 

%  Gwrda  (cwr-<Ia),  a  aood  man.    A  freehnlrlcr.  **  Bk.  I.  c.  4. 

H  (kmghtwr  (caiiceluiriua).  An  ofBccr  in  evcrv  rant^liellor-ali  ii>  vho  \\t\A 
p1eu«  lo  determine  dinputea  among  lli«  Kinfj's  villeins  tmA  kciituI  liie  wn^ile. 

It  Cipwtivi  (Kwwt-nui),  mUrUtiniatnl  place.  A  term  nsci  fnr  the  prnviwoTi, 
nr  iDonej  payiaent  in  lien  of  it,  du«  to  the  lord  from  iho  uchelwrr  ur  (iw- 
hflldew.  %\  Bk,  XIV.  c.  3,  t  31. 


AND  BEOOABS  AND  BEQODTO. 
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gwcatva  from  the  privileged  maenols;'  and  hia  supper,  cr  pay- 
ment for  it,  that  is,  ono  pound,  if  not  Lad  botwecn  the  calends  of 
winter  and  Murtinaias.t 

Giraltius  Ca$nltrenais  gives  the  following  account  of  the  hospi- 
tality and  liberality  of  the  highest  oIusscb  in  Wales  in  the  12th 
century : — 

"  No  one  of  this  nation  ever  hoga,  for  the  houses  of  all  are  common 
to  all;  and  they  considor  liberality  and  hospitality  amongnt  the  first 
virtues.  So  much  does  hospitality  hcrfi  rejoice  in  communication, 
that  it  is  neither  offered  nor  requested  by  travellers,  who,  on 
antoriog  any  houne,  only  deliver  np  their  orms.  When  water  is 
offered  to  them,  if  thpy  suffer  their  feet  to  be  washed,  they  arw 
received  as  guests ;  for  the  offer  of  water  to  wash  the  feet  is  with 
tliis  nation  an  hospitable  invitation.  But  if  they  refuse  the 
proffered  service,  they  only  wish  for  morning  re  fresh  men  t,  not 
lodging.  The  young  men  move  about  in  troops  and  families 
under  the  direction  of  a  choeen  leader.  Attached  only  to  arms 
and  ease,  and  ever  ready  to  stand  forth  in  defence  o£  their  country, 
ibey  have  free  admittance  into  every  house  as  if  it  were  their 
own. 

"  Those  who  arrive  in  the  morning  are  entertained  till  evening 
■with  the  convcrwitton  of  young  women,  and  the  music  of  the 
harp  ;  for  each  house  has  itn  young  and  harps  allotted  to  this  pur- 
fHise,  Two  circumstances  here  deticrre  notice  :  that  as  no  uuliuu 
labours  more  under  the  vice  of  jealousy  than  the  Irish,  bo  none  is 
more  free  from  it  than  the  Welsh  ;  and  in  each  family  the  art  of 
playing  on  the  harp  in  prefurablo  to  any  other  learning.  In  the 
eveniug,  when  no  more  guests  are  expected,  the  meal  is  prepared 
Booordlng  to  the  number  and  dignity  of  the  persons  assembled, 
und  Rocording  to  the  wealth  of  the  family  who  entertains.  The 
kitchen  does  not  supply  many  dishes,  nor  high-seasoned  incite- 
ments to  eating.  The  house  is  not  lurninhed  with  tablca,  cloths, 
or  napkins.  They  study  nature  more  thun  splendour,  for  which 
reason,  the  guests  being  seated  in  threes,  instead  of  couples  as 
elsewhere,  they  place  the  dishes  before  them  nil  at  once  upon 
mshee  and  fresh  grass,  in  large  platters  or  trenchers.  They  also 
make  use  of  a  thin  and  broad  cuke  of  bread,  baked  every  day, 


*  Maenot,  ttonjf.    A  territoml  division,  conuiting  of  four  treva  or  1,US4  cnirs. 
ll  Mi«iiiH  uiiilo)juu«  to  a  tiiaiivr. 
t  Bk.  XIV.  c.  10,  s.  6. 
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such  as  ID  old  writiogn  wun  utiUed  latjana ;*  and  (hey  sometimes 
udd  chopped  mcut,  with  broth.  Such  a  repaat  was  formerly  used 
by  the  noblo  youth,  from  whom  this  nation  boasts  its  dt'scoot,  and 
whose  manners  it  still  partly  imitutos,  according  to  the  words  of 
the  poot : 

'  Elea  !  mcnum  contiuniimuA,  iiKiuit  Tuliu." 

"  While  the  faniily  ia  cDgiLged  id  waiting  on  the  guMts,  the  1io«t 
and  1io«tees  stand  up,  paying  unretnitting  attention  to  everything, 
and  take  no  food  till  all  the  company  are  satielied  ;  that  in  case  of 
any  deBciency,  it  may  full  upon  them.  A  bed  made  of  rushes,  and 
covered  with  a  course  kind  of  cloth  manufactured  in  the  country, 
culled  Itri/r/inn,  is  then  placed  along  the  eide  of  the  room,  and 
they  all  in  common  lie  dowu  to  sleep;'  nor  is  their  dreas  at  night 
different  from  that  by  duy.  for  at  all  seasons  they  defend  them- 
etlves  from  the  cold  only  by  u  thin  c-louk  and  tunic.  The  fire 
continues  to  bum  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  at  their  feet,  and 
they  receive  much  comfort  from  the  natural  heat  of  the  iM?rson3 
lying  near  them  ;  but  when  the  under  side  begins  to  be  tired  with 
the  hardness  of  the  bod,  or  the  upper  one  to  suffer  from  cold,  they 
immediately  leap  up,  and  go  to  the  fire,  which  soon  relieves  them 
from  both  iDconvenioDccs ;  and  then  returning  to  thoir  lyjuch, 
they  expose  altcmatoly  their  sides  to  the  cold,  and  to  tho  hardne&s 
of  the  bod." 

In  the  Drenm  of  lihouahietj,  in  the  Matin ogioji,f  a  rather  diffewflt 
picture  is,  however,  given  of  the  hospitality  of  the  lower  ranks  of 
society.  "  And  Khonabii'y  and  Kynwrig  Vrychgoch,  a  man  of 
Mawddwy.J  and  Cadwgan  Vras,  a  man  of  Sfoelvre  in  Kynlleith  ji 
came  together  to  tho  house  of  Heilyn  Goch  the  son  of  Cadwgan 
the  son  of  Itidon.  And  when  they  were  near  to  the  house  they 
saw  an  old  hall,  very  black  and  having  an  upright  gable,  whence 
issued  a  great  »moke  ;  and  on  entering  they  found  the  floor  full 
of  puddles  and  raoundu,  and  it  was  difficult  to  ata-ud  thereon,  so 
slippery  was  it  with  the  mire  of  cattle.  And  where  the  puddlos 
Were  a  man  might  go  up  to  bis  Rnkles  in  water  and  dirt.  And 
there  wero  boughs  of  holly  spread  over  the  floor,  whereof  the 
cuttle  hud  hrcwzed  the  sprigs.      When  thoy  came  to  tho  hall  of 

*  Bars  11i-ch  nnd  Gnra  lleclien,  or  griddle  brvad,  from  being  bo  baked. 
t  TraiinIjitiiJ  liy  Laily  Cli«rlc.tt«  OwU 

i  J/iitrifi/irj/ wdsOD^  of  the  western  diftirirU  of  ancient  foin/i;  it  now  Cams 
pnrt  of  one  ni  the  hnndrwiB  of  Mnioiirthsliiro. 

§  KynUcillt  is  a  division  of  tlie  1inii<3re<l  of  t'liirk  in  Denbigfabhirc 


JTNO. 

~tbo  bouBD  tbcy  bcht-Id  colls  full  of  dust,  and  very  gloomy,  ond  on 
one  side  an  old  hog  making  a  tire.  And  whenever  she  felt  cold 
•ho  out  a  lapful  of  chaff  upon  the  fire,  and  raised  such  a  smoke 
thut  it  wue  Kureely  to  lie  borne,  as  it  ro»o  up  the  iiostriln.  And 
on  the  other  side  waa  a  y«llow  calf-skin  ou  the  Ooor — a  main 
privilege  was  it  to  any  one  who  should  get  upon  that  hide. 

"  And  when  they  had  sat  down  ihey  mlced  the  hug  wherf  wore 
the  people  of  the  bouse.  And  the  bug  spoke  not,  but  muttered. 
Thereupon  behold  the  people  of  the  house  entered,  a  ruddy, 
cIovTDioh,  curly-headed  man,  with  a  burthen  of  faggots  on  bis  back, 
»nd  a  pale,  sleDiier  woman,  also  carrying  a  bundle  under  her  arm. 
And  they  barely  welcomed,  the  men,  and  kindled  a  fire  with  the 
buugbs.  And  the  wcmirn  cooked  something,  and  gave  them  to 
cat  barley  bread,  and  cheese,  and  milk  and  water. 

"  And  there  arose  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  bo  that  it  waa  hardly 
pOBsiblo  to  go  forth  nTth  safety.  And  being  wearj'  with  their 
journey  they  laid  themselves  down  and  sought  to  bleep.  And 
when  they  looked  at  the  couch  it  seemed  to  be  made  but  of  a  little 
course  straw,  full  of  duat  and  vermin,  with  the  8t*ms  of  bougba 
sticking  up  there-through,  for  the  cattle  had  catou  all  the  straw 
thttt  was  placed  nt  the  head  and  the  foot.  And  upon  it  was 
stretched  an  old  russet-coloured  rug,  threadbare  and  ragged,  and 
a  coarse  sheet,  full  of  slits,  was  upon  the  rug,  and  an  ill-stuffed 
pillotr,  and  a  worn-out  cover  upon  the  sheet.  And  after  much 
suffering  from  the  vermin  and  from  the  di.icomfort  of  their  conch, 
a  heavy  sleep  fell  on  Uhonahwy's  companions.  Hut  llhonabw)*,  not 
being  able  either  to  sleep  or  to  rest,  thought  he  should  suffer  lees  if 
he  went  to  lie  upon  the  yellow  calf-skin  that  was  stretched  out  on 
the  floor.     And  there  he  slept." 

Detailed  ioformution  as  to  tkc  social  customs  of  the  Welsh  prior 
to  the  conquest  of  Wales  is  uluiucit  altogether  wanting,  aud  can 
only  be  supplied  to  a  limited  extent  by  u  ctudy  uf  the  Law8  aud 
uf  the  Mabiiiogiuu. 

It  appears  to  have  been  a  practice  with  the  WcUh  to  group  the 
leading  principles  of  every  branch  of  knowledge  uecerdiug  to  the 
number  of  cardinal  points  they  contained,  isuch,  tor  instance,  in 
law,  as  the  threes  of  the  biw,  the  fours  of  the  luw,  the  tlireo 
fuure,  &c. 

The  oberisbed  sin  of  the  vagabond  SEKition  of  the  cummuriily 
appears  to  have  been  the  pursuit  of  cattle-Uftiug,  and  the  restrainta 
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ioupibt  to  be  imposed  on  tho  ontertAinment  of  gucsta  seem  to  bare 
been  mainlj  directed  at  plticing  olwtacleA  in  the  way  of  this  philo- 
hovian  avocation,  by  requiring  the  boat  to  declare  that  he  bad 
extended  the  hund  over  bis  gnest  three  times  during  the  night, 
and  found  him  in  his  "  lair,"  which  would  be  the  most  correct 
description  of  his  night  cooch.  Uurd  swearing — wbich  wa« 
doubtless  frequently  forthcoming — would  apparently  exonerate 
(he  guest  in  most  itistnuces. 

Unless  the  signification  of  "  the  nine  rights  of  the  guest  house  " 
is,  tbat  this  was  the  extreme  limit  of  the  permissible  entertain- 
ment of  strange  guests,  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any 
other  legal  limit  to  their  entertainment  as  such. 

It  is  difficult  to  nndorstand  what  tbo  penalty  for  breaking  the 
pralcotion  of  iho  road  towards  a  homolesa  beggar  could  have 
meant.  H  tho  penalty  of  a  silver  rod,  and  a  golden  vessel  with 
n  golden  cover,  was  not  a  mythological  or  bardic  ideal  of  what 
siucb  a  penalty  ought  to  bo,  tho  altcmativo  of  non-payment — 
whatever  that  may  have  been — roust  in  most  cases  have  been 
enforced.  Tbo  penalty  for  disgracing  the  King  of  Aberfrnw  on 
account  of  hts  wife  was  of  tho  same  character,  viz.  "  a  gold  cup  with 
u  gold  cover  to  it,  as  brood  as  bis  face,  and  as  thick  as  the  nuil  of 
a  ploiighm&n  who  has  been  a  ploughman  for  nine  years;  a  golden 
rod  as  tall  as  himself,  and  as  thick  as  bis  little  finger,  and  a 
hundred  kine  for  each  cantrev  in  his  possoaaion."  • 

Now  the  person  who  was  hardy  enough  to  commit  such  an 
offence,  and  wealthy  enough  to  pay  such  a  penalty,  would  scarcely 
be  the  kind  of  person  to  submit  to  its  onforcetnent.  In  fact,  it 
looks  very  much  as  if  the  idea  bad  been  borrowed  from  the 
MuhinvyioH,  n»  in  the  tale  of  ^raiiKTw  Mr  i>o«j/Afrr  p/"X/yr,  Ben- 
digL-id  Vrau  sends  to 'tell  Matholwch  "that  as  an  atonement  for 
the  insult,  he  shall  have  a  stuff  of  silver  as  large  and  as  toll  m» 
himselC  and  a  plato  of  gold  of  the  breadth  uf  hie  fuoo." 

Both  laws,  ua  they  uL  present  eluiid,  appear  to  bu  riddles ;  tbey 
could  hardly  buvo  promoted  morality,  us  they  could  easily  bo 
nmde  uugiuca  fur  ostortion  in  the  hands  of  a  needy  and  un- 
BcrupulouB  prinue. 

The  laws  regarding  liondmon  appear  to  reflect  the  condition  of 
things  prevailing  in  England  at  the  same  period,  when  the  etatus 
of  the  bondnuui  had  so  lar  improved  that  the  euvage  penalty  of 
•  Vnudotmn  Ctdt,  Bk.  III.  c  1,  ».  34. 
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doatli  was  no  longer  exacted  for  absconding,  and  milder  treatment 
prevailed  in  every  other  rospect.  The  alitiith  alluded  to  on 
page  -Jft3  were  endently  Knglish  hondmen  in  captivity. 

The  privileges  of  coinpulsory  hospitality  appetir  to  have  boon 
very  «iinilnr  to  those  prevailing  in  Scotland  und  Ireland,  and  ao 
doubt  encouraged  truculent  vagabondism  on  the  part  of  tlioso 
who  could  in  any  way  claim  to  be  retainers  or  dependents  of  u 
chieftain  of  consequence. 

The  H'vslour,  who  was  legislated  agaiost  by  various  Engliali 
Bovereignis  was  originally  the  Qictttwr,  or  officer  appointed  to 
collect  the  King's  GKcittn  duea,  or  Cymhorth,*  or  purveyonco, 
and  who  went  about  outing  and  drinking  at  the  oxpoiiao  of  the 
public,  and  afterwards  piHiuurtng  food  and  supplies  for  hia  master. 
^rter  the  unne:cation  of  AVales  the  gier-stirrs  seem  to  htvo  multi- 
plied, and  to  have  carried  on  bugine&e  on  their  own  account.,  until 
they  became  an  intolerable  peat. 

The  Commort/ias,  legisUted  against  by  26  Hon.  VIIL,  c  5, 
appear  to  have  been  of  two  kinds:  illognl  feudal  commutations 
claimed  by  lords  of  manors — which  thoy  ondeavourwi  to  enforce — 
und  foes  which,  by  ancient  custom,  were  paid  to  bardo  on  their 
periodical  circuits  or  ez/lcA  e/rra,  and  which  were  subsequently 
cluimed  by  the  priesthood.  The  bards  were  originally  instructer« 
of  the  people,  but  at  last  degenerated  into  wandering  minstrels 
and  mendicants  of  the  lowest  type.  After  the  conquest  of  Wales 
Cjftnhortk  was,  up  to  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  no  doubt,  frequently 
made  the  excuse  for  bringing  together  n.viembties  which,  whilo 
professing  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  some  person  or  persona 
in  any  work  or  need,  were  otYen  made  the  medium  for  collecting 
the  partisans  of  an  ins«rrection»ry  movement,  and  were  therefore 
disuouuUjiiauced  by  the  Government.  On  such  occuaioua  curriv 
fjinitorUi  or  biiUite  was  distributed. 

•  C^iiJiior^A  (cyn-nihorth)  in  iUri  vcl  from  ^i/ii,  ii  jircfix  in  composition,  irivinjj 
fiin-«  to  wunlu  wlii<ih  duiivtc  u  mutual  uot,  quiilily,  or  elfect :  imil  jiariti,  nit), 
Ml«tun&nce,  ]>n>vi9ii>n.  Iti  tliv  present  Any  cyiiiliortli  liKfttliit  a  j^ltieriii}{  of 
p«i>plc  to  aasisb  a  mu^hWur  iu  tmy  wutlt  kucIi  us  uiuwiiig,  burvuMtiu^  caal- 
cuityiniSt  £c. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  ISLE  OF  MAN  AKD  THE  CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 

TuE  Im.k  or  Hak,  M22 — ISiSii.— R«ipi  of  Heorv  V.— No  one  to  \eave  U«* 
ifland  witliAiit  u.  lircnct. — AU  Scots  lo  avoid  ui«  l&nd — No  Dinit  t»  bring 
iu  be^ijjuiv  or  vnKabutidii — Kcjgu  of  Elitnlieth—ND  alien  to  ehuh  wiihimt  » 
liccnci^ — LoitMiut;  ImliwoDien  to  l*e  buii«hcd — Keign  oi  Jiuu«a  I. — 
Slaiutr  10  rf't^kte  Uie  nU  of  wages — Kvigti  uf  CluLrlce  II.— Viuouii 
een-anti  Aixl  tln.-\t  panitbment — Poor  not  to  hfn  out  of  their  pAiiMea — 
Appnuiticvn  tu  fvTHK  for  Rr«  yean — Funhcr  alUtinpts  to  n-yulikle  mtgja— 
hiiffkoS  Vi(--(iiriA.— Mi>*tpni  uf  veaseU  briD^nn  over  pHUjKn  to  b«  jiiid< 
ieliM— Condi  tinii  of  itn'iidicity  iu  HIH  wd  16tH&. 

JBBSRT,  106^— 1  S.^^."). —  I^-ttm  p«i«iit  oC  Clurlrx  IL  iirondin^  tar  thM  »>-ttim; 
lo  work  of  poor  and  idle  people — Coda  of  1771— rniviatm  for  the  naio^ 
tooimcv  of  iii9  poor — lofirin  jiwiile  to  be  liifiii««l  to  hn^ — Fmiper  cbtU    " 

not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ulaiid — Inhabiuuita  not  to  receive  stnag 

niorv  thnn  our  niijlit — Tavent-k*.t.-pcn  nut  to  tolcrnta  I'agnbood^— Cuodi- 
tioti  of  inen<licil_\  in  I^JSA. 

QtntHKSKT,  l^Ai — lSJsV~>l^:i4,  penalLj  for  hBrboiiriiig  fftraiigen — 1S3T,  pool 
strani^rs  to  Ix*  l>aiii*ht'l — 1.^42,  jonng  invn  aiid  vonng  women  to  take 
ierricc — 1066,  orphjuift,  &&,  to  be  appreDticed—lsec^  stnuige  Krvuiti  not 
to  be  received — IKS,  bnuBbed  crimuikls  to  qoittbeuluid — 1588-9,  "nfff 
bonds  to  (]mt  the  l«tii»d—l.M)7,  infirm  poor  lobe  Klicred— 1611,  bef;giu 
without  K  Ucfnce  forbidden — l6i>4-5,  onlioauces  i^ating  to  the  pggrnM 
inoadioajitA— Condition  of  mtodicity  in  168& 

THE  ISLE  OP  MAN. 

Tma  uland,  judged  by  the  character  of  its  language,  appeftnlo 
IwTe  been  originaUj  peopled  fay  a  tribe  of  Gaelic  or  Erse  origiiL 

The  Druids  eoogfat  refuge  here  after  the  conqowt  of  Angltw^y 
by  the  Botuans  mider  Suetonius  Paolinus  in  the  year  61.  It  U 
suid  to  have  been  subsequentlr  govenied  by  a  series  of  'Wt^'Uli 
kings,  who  in  the  tenth  century  were  super9ede<I  by  Xor«e  chiefs, 
from  Trfaom  the  peculiar  coitstitutiDQ  of  the  island  is  derived.  Id 
127U  the  Scots  obtained  possession  of  the  island,  lo&t  it  tu  the 
Kuglish,  again  retook  it  in  1313,  aod  again  lost  it  in  1344. 

In  140(>  Henry  H'.  bestaw™"^  idand  on  Sir  John  StuJey. 
whose  son,  John  Stanley  *'  leasuree  for  establishing  the 

Uw  and  the  eji^-uti  a  ilxnl  iootiiig,  and  for 

inducing  the  tababi  xa  tbe  cotmtry, 
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wbicTi  had  fallen  out  of  tillage  during  the  Scottisli  domination. 
Up  to  thi»  period  tUo  laws  remained  unwritten,  being  dinpensod 
hy  the  lord  and  tLu  duuiustCTB  and  luuitl  parliament  by  a  luw 
tcTincd  "  breast  law,"  *  a  relic  no  doubt  of  Celtic  rule.  The 
sland  is  and  alwayts  lias  been  governed  by  its  own  laws,  enacted 
>y  llie  three  estul4;>4,  viz.  tho  Queen  in  Council  (£onQcrIy  tbo 
Lord,  of  the  Island],  the  Governor  in  Council,  and  the  Uouso  of 
Keys,  which  couKiHtH  of  24  invmhera.  TboBU  two  lust  estates  are 
tvriuud  when  atjctemijled  a  Tynwald  Court,  and  ihe  uoiieurronco  of 
the  tliree  is  absolutely  neveesary  tu  e^tubUi?]i  the  validity  of  any 
law,  irliicb  is  even  then  without  forue  until  proclaimed  from 
Tynwald  HiU. 

The  first  law  we  have  to  notice  appears  to  have  been  pissed 
Kriih  the  twofold  object  of  preventing  the  depopulation  of  the 
island  and  also  of  restmining  bondmen  from  quitting  their  lords. 

"  The  Court  of  aU  the  Tcnnnnts  and  Commons  of  Man,  holden 
at  Kirk  Michacll,  upon  tho  Aillof  Heneurling,t  before  our  Dought- 
full  Lord  Sir  John  .Stanley,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Mann 
and  Th'Isles,  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  I'east  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  H2ii  ....  Aleoe  ic  is 
ordained  and  proclaimed  in  the  same  Court,  thut  noe  Man  of 
what  C«uditiou  soever  he  be,  goe  out  of  the  Land,  without  speoiuL 
Lycense  of  the  Lord  or  bis  Lieutenant,  with  Vessell,  upon  Paine 
of  Forfeiting  tho  Vca&ell  and  all  the  Goods  therein." 

The  next  law  reniiuda  one  of  the  law  of  Xing  Alfred  as  to  the 
men  that  chapmen  were  allowed  to  take  with  them.  The  order 
for  the  expuUion  of  the  Scol-ch,  and  for  tho  future  exclui^ion  of 
beggars  and  vagabonds,  affords  a  presumption  that  tho  Scotch 
expedient  of  banishing  vagaljonds  so  often  resorted  to,  bad 
resulted  in  tho  eBtabllshmcnt  of  a  number  of  them  in  tho  itdand. 

"  Our  moat  Gratious  and  escoUcnt  Lord,  Sir  John  Stanley, 
King  of  Man  and  tho  Islca.  In  tho  Vigil!  of  your  Lady  Set. 
llary.  Anno  Domini  \'i2'2,  att  his  Caittle  of  Kushun,  attkod  hh 
I)i«nigters  and  tho  xxiiij  tho  Lawn  of  Mann  in  those  Points  under 
written.  To  the  which  the  tutid  Deemsters,  with  the  xxiiij  gave 
for  Low,  that  these  be  PoiiitH  of  your  Prerogativoa. 

*  "  BnaBt"  law  w  »appo««l  to  lucau  the  trntlitiuuul  uiid  ouwritlcu  Uw,  of 
which  thu  kn.>wi«lge  woa  in  liiP  liri?Ait  iif  the  jmlHe- 

*  Aifl  iti  >Iuii.i  mutu^  ii  pliite,  a  eu-ail.  Tlii;  AiU  0/  RrnrurUn^  ie  now 
cittlfil  (.'mut  Vrliff{t\ie  Hill  uf  llio  Kti^'li).  Il  wn*  fiiriiiKrlv  ncintsitinall)'  umhI, 
ae  liin  llUl  of  Tjriivmld  is  u»w.  for  iiMt:inbU^  of  the.  Lct^ieUlure. 
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"  Therefore  be  it  ordained  that  every  Chapman  and  Shipmnn 
have  Lycenee  a^  oh  as  hi«  Pro6tt  eerretb,  for  Eogltiud,  Irvlutid 
and  Wales,  eoe  that  he  warae  the  Lieutennaat,  aud  have  Lrceaw, 
to  goo,  and  knowo  if  ho  have  any  Buainoss  and  Cuuse  to  the  Coast 
they  goe  onto,  or  buckc  again.  Al^oo  that  tbey  take  noe 
Tennanta  nor  Servants  out  of  tbo  Laud  without  Lyiiense  of  the 
Lieutennant,  for  noo  OSunco  to  thoin  made,  upon  Paine  of  Fur- 
feiture  of  his  VohbcII,  and  to  pay  the  Farme  of  them  that  be 
carryeth  away,  and  }nn  Body  to  Prisson :  And  also  that  he  find 
Sureties  to  come  againe  if  be  have  no  I.ycerise. 

"Alsotbat  all  ScottJi  avoid  tbe  Ixind  with  the  next  Veeaell  that 
goeth  into  Scotland,  upon  Pariic  of  Forfeiture  of  their  Goods,  and 
their  Bodys  to  Prison 

"Alsoe  that  no  Man  bring  Beggars  or  Vagabonds  into  the 
Countrey,  upon  Pain  of  Forfeiture  of  hia  Boaic." 

Wo  have  next  an  order  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Lord  principally  directed  against  Irish  female  vagabonds,  many  of 
whom  hod  probably  been  made  homeless  by  the  extortionate 
practices  of  the  English  soldiery  in  Ireland.  Sir  Uichiird  Sher- 
hurno,  mentioned  in  the  order,  was  the  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
island  at  the  time,  as  though  the  lords  of  the  house  of  Slanley 
made  frequent  visits  to  it,  the  governorship  was  usually  vested  i& 
their  IteutenaDls. 

"  The  Book  of  Orders  made  by  the  Comiesioners,  Anno  Domini 
15G1,  at  the  Castle  Busben.  in  the  Isle  of  Mann,  the  16th  Day  uf 
July,  in  the  year  offoreaaid,  by  Sir  Bichd.  Sherburne,  Enight, 
Gilbert  l^urr,  Ilugh  Dicon»un,  William  Stopforth,  and  Alexander 
Bigby,  Comissioners  to  Edward,  Earle  of  Derby,  Lord  Stanley, 
Lord  of  Mann  and  tbo  Isles,  and  of  the  most  noble  Order  of  tba 
Garter,  Knight. 

"  Itm.  That  no  Alien,  coming  into  any  Uavcn  in  Mann,  with 
Mcrchandixo,  or  othorwisei  sUdl  after  warning  to  him  given,  pasn 
any  further  into  the  Island,  without  Lyccnce  of  the  Councell,  but 
to  the  next  Pariah  Church,  upon  Paine  of  Forfeiture  of  bis  Goods, 
and  Bo<ly  to  Prison ;  and  that  Irish  Women,  loytering  and  not 
working,  be  commanded  forth  of  tbo  gaid  Isle,  with  as  much  con- 
venient Kpeed  as  may  be ;  and  no  Boat  hereafter  to  bo  suffered  to 
bring  any  of  the  said  loytering  Persons  into  tbo  said  Isle ;  but 
that  he,  upon  paine  of  Forfeiture  of  bis  Boato  and  Goods,  nfLer 
warning  him  given,  take  the  said  Persons  to  him  againe." 
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"Writing  of  tbiB  ordor  iu  ibe  year  1879,  the  Attorney-General 
Bays:  "It  luiglit  bti  duuttful  how  far  thia  order  of  Itself  could 
lie  ooLsidcrvd  as  a  law.  It  dues  not  profu8>$edly  appear  to  be  a 
deolarutioiL  of  tbe  common  law,  and  it  is  not  a  Statute.  I  look 
upon  it,  however,  aa  setting  forth  what  the  common  law  was  as  to 
foreign  vagrants  general!}',  and  it  but  ehowH  the  mude  in  which 
the  law  as  deelured  in  1422  woa  applied,  namely,  that  ]>er8ons 
who  conveyed  vagrants  to  the  island  were  obli^d  to  remove 
ihem  again,  and  if  they  did  not  do  bo  their  boats  were  liable  to 
forfeiture." 

The  first  attempt  to  regulate  the  rate  of  wages  by  Statute 
appears  to  have  been  made  in  tho  year  160!>. 

"Castle  RuahcD,  Tbe  Tenth  Day  of  October,  1600. 

"  Att  an  assembly  of  tho  Lieutenant  and  other  the  Officers,  with 
ihe  24  called  tho  Keyes,  of  the  Land,  for  tho  consuliiug  and 
detcnntning  of  Matters  concerning  the  State  of  the  Land,  there 
t,iras  theao  Statutes  ensuing  made  nnd  enacted. 

■'  First  as  concerning  the  Wages  General  of  Servants.  It  ig 
agreed  upon  by  the  Gcncrotl  Councell  of  tho  Land,  with  the 
Goiuent  of  the  said  24,  that  every  Man  Sorrant,  being  a  Plow- 
man,  shall  have  by  tho  yeare  for  bis  wages  xu'jfr.  iiiyi.  and  not 
abovo.  every  Driver  xs.  nnd  every  Horseman  viijjt.  and  not  above ; 
provid(.-d  that  every  of  these  Bball  be  reputed  sufficient  by  the 
UctmBters  and  the  Jury  for  Servants ;  '  and  although  that  a  Plow- 
man or  Driver  bo  by  tho  said  Jury  made  and  ntlowed  for  want  of 
hotter,  yet  notwithstanding,  iis  before  spetified,  ho  must  bo  allowed 
»nd  held  sufficient  by  the  Deemster ;  and  for  every  woman  accord- 
ing as  sbo  shall  be  thought  to  deserve  by  tho  Dccmstor  and  Jury. 

"Itm.  Tliat  every  hoad  Taylor  working  by  the  Day  shall  have 
,ior  his  wages,  with  Meat  and  Drink,  iiiji/.  and  not  above;  and 
ivery  apprentice  Taylor,  with  Meat  and  Drink,  ijft.  and  not 
ibove ;  and  every  Taylor  working  for  Servanta  shall  have  with 
[eat  and  Drink,  i]//.  and  not  above;  and  his  api^renlice  jr/.  and 
not  above ;  and  if  any  rafuso  to  work  after  tho  Rate  above  speti- 
iyed,  or  refuse  to  cnme,  boing  sent  for  by  the  Farmer,  (except  ho 
be  in  other  Men's  Work,)  shall,  upon  Complaint  sufficiente  proved, 
be  put  to  be  a  Servant. 

"  Itm.  Every  Woolen  Weaver  shall  have  for  every  yard  of 

•  The  Joiy  proliftbly  con*iaHjtl  of  onlinorj*  jniymcn  BUmnmned  by  tlio 
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Woolen  Cloth  for  Bhiukott  sufHcinntly  wroughtan  Ob. ;  f* 
loar  great  Hundred  liruitdth  of  Kt-wro,"  Ob.  Q*. ;  for  every  yard 
of  Medltet  W.  Qs.,  buiug  livu  Uuudr^,  v-hich  is  lor  every  gruat 
Ilunflrud  Qh. 

"  Itiu.  That  every  Linen  'Webster  sball  have  fur  cvory  yard  of 
Cloutli  sufTiuitiiitly  wnmf^rht  ut'cording  to  the  old  CuBtomu  after, 
OS  tlie  yard  shall  be  in  Sinullne»s  or  Qroatness. 

"  Itm.  Every  Walker  or  Fuller  of  Cloath  sbjill  have  for  every 
yard  of  Blanket  Cloath  suffioieutly  pulltf<I  an  Ob.  of  tlio  great 
Hundred  ;  for  every  yard  uf  Keure  Cloath  tbree  Farthings  ;  every 
Yardof  Medlie  jrf.  Ob. ;  and  every  yard  of  white  Cloath  j(/. 

"  Itm.  Everj'  Mazon,  Carpenter,  iShipwrigbt,  Hooper,  Slater, 
Thatcher,  tbutching  after  the  English  Fashion,  and  Joiner,  shall 
have  the  Day,  vith  Meat  and  Drink,  iiijd.  and  not  above,  being 
sufficient  "Workmen. 

"  Itm.  Every  Blacksmith  shall  have  for  laying  of  every  Coulter 
jrf. ;  for  making  of  every  Coulter  ij(/. ;  for  making  of  every  new- 
Suck  \}d. ;  t  for  making  and  laying  of  every  Wing  an  Ob. 

"IE  any  farmer  or  other  having  Occasion  to  use  any  of  the  said 
Servants  or  Handicrafts  Jlen  shall  give  any  greater  \\'ages  than 
before  is  mentioned,  othemisc  than  upon  the  good  Desert  of  bis 
bervant,  in  way  of  Bountie,  and  not  by  set  Hyre  or  Wages,  then 
every  auch  Person  so  offending  contrary  to  the  true  Mesoing  of 
this  Sutute,  shall  for  every  Time  forfeit  aoe  much  to  the  Lord  of 
Laud  as  the  whole  wages  or  Day's  work  cometb  onto." 

During  the  eivU  wars  tbe  lordship  of  the  island  changed  bands. 
James,  Earl  of  Derby,  being  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cester, was  tried  and  beheaded  October  16,  H551,  and  the  lordship 
was  conferred  on  Lord  Fairfax.  His  commissioners  took  posses- 
BQSsion  of  tbe  i&Iand  in  H>5'i,  but  on  the  acceaaion  of  Charles  IL 
it  again  reverted  to  the  Derby  family.  These  changes,  ho^over, 
no  doubt  produced  a  certain  amount  of  social  disorder  which  i& 
ulways  favourable  to  vagabondage,  and  accordingly  in  the  ye.ir 
lOti-l  fresh  legislation  regarding  refractory  servants  and  vagabonds 
itppoora  to  have  been  found  necessary. 

At  a  Court  of  Tinicafdj 

"  Holden  at  St.  John's  Cboppell  within  the  Pariah  of  Kirk 

*  A  ilftpk  jittfv  mliiur  ill  wool  ♦  01  «  mixoH  tttiifT  or  colour, 

Z  A  [iluugbcuiire. 
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Gcrroan,  in  the  lalc  of  Mann,  the  xxiiijtb  Day  of  Juno,  in  tho  Year 
1664,  btifore  the  Right  Reverend  Kother  in  God  Isiiac  Lord  Hiahop 
of  Sodoruiid  Mann,  uud  Governor  ot"  tho  said  lalo;  ilenry  Nowell, 
Kaqnire,  Deputy  Governor  of  tho  same  undLT  hid  Lordship  ;  and 
before  the  Officers,  Docmstors,  and  the  '2i  Kcyos,  tho  RopresentJi- 
tiTO  Body  of  tho  sjiid  Isle ;  these  ensuing  Orders,  Acta  and  Stututcs, 
vieve  ordnined,  cnat^ted  and  prochiimed,  at  wholesome  Luwca  to  be 
obaerred  in  this  Island  in  future. 

"  Itm.  It  is  hereby  ordered  and  enact.ed  in  Obwrvanoeof  former 
antient  Statutes  and  Ordera  within  thin  Isle,  That  whosoever  shall 
transport  any  Person  nr  Persons,  inhahitting-  within  this  Isle,  and 
in  particular  5Ifn  and  Women  Servants,  or  young  Persons,  without 
epetiall  Lycenoe  Erst  had  and  obtained  from  the  Governor  of  this 
Isle,  shall  for  every  Time  soe  offending  ho  proceeded  against  and 
forfeit  as  by  the  ancient  I*aw  and  Statutes  of  thi«  Isle  is  already 
declared  and  provided;  and  such  ServHnt  or  Servants,  or  young 
PorsonB,  preeuuieing  to  transport  themselves  out  of  tho  la'.e  without 
Buch  Leavoor  Lyceuce,  shall  be  proceeded  aguiust  cither  in  Person 
or  Goods,  or  both,  at  the  Discrotiou  of  the  Goveimor  and  OiBcers  of 
this  Isle. 

"  Itm.  Fourthly,  it  is  aleo  ordered,  That  Servants  who  are  wilftiU 
and  refroctorie  to  do  their  Service  to  their  lawful!  Master,  that 
Claime  by  Hireing,  or  are  niado  by  a  Jury  of  Servants,  or  by 
Yarding,*  shall  be  punished  by  IrupriBonineutas  the  Governor  and 
Deemsters  shall  appoint,  and  see  to  continue  until  the  said  Servant 
do  yield  Obedience,  and  perform  his  Service,  who  for  bis  Allowance 
is  to  have  but  one  Cake  a  Day  and  a  Proportion,  of  water  as  afibre- 
aaid ;  which  allowance  ia  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  Wages  by  tho 
Master  who  is  to  send  the  said  Relief  daily  nnto  him,  cither  from 
himaelf,  or  some  friend  entrusted  in  that  Behalf;  and  likewise 
the  Master  to  have  allowance  out  of  the  Servants'  wages  afforesaid, 
during  tho  Time  of  his  Imprisonment,  for  want  of  his  or  her 
Ijabour,  or  for  to  give  another  in  his  or  her  Place  for  tho  said  Time 
of  Imprisonment,  at  tho  Discretion  of  the  Doomstor. 

"Itm.  Tentbly,  That  Juryes  for  Servonta  be  impannellcd  all 
Times  in  the  Tearo  as  often  as  there  will  be  just  Cau&c  for  the 

"  Thic  term  U  derived  from  the  *'  yard  '*  or  iitafF  of  office, which  the  coroners 
of  the  "alieaOiiigs"  or  district*  furiaerly  corriol  wiUi  theiu,  m  tbi-  GyinlK>l  of 
thrir  aiiUiiinly.  TIk^  "yanlin^;"  njis  llie  KUinnuininj;  of  »«rviiiilH  liy  the 
GOD^ner  on  belialt  of  tlie  l>i!et[uU:re  and  olhen  vutttled  to  a  ^riocity  of  chuice  of 
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Himo;  and  thnt  the  Vagrnnt  Rorvanbt  by  the  said  .Tarors  found  be 
first  modo  linble  and  pnt  to  Scmr«,  othormse  to  iiiiffcr  Puniiibment 
until  thoy  submitt,  having  for  Allownnce  in  that  Time  as  is  ordcrH] 
for  refractory  Servants:  and  that  the  Days  of  St.  Catharine's  in 
Winter  for  Men  Servants,  and  St.  Collumbe's  in  Snmmer  for  Maid 
Servnnta,  be  noe  Ilindiance  thereunto  for  the  future;  provided 
novortheleiw.  that  this  Liberty  be  not  granted  to  any  but  mich  as 
are  driven  thereunto  through  manifest  necessity ;  for  that  many 
relying  on  this  Liberty  forbeiir  to  keep  any  Servants  in  the  Wintor 
and  Summer  Season  tiU  towards  ITarvest  Time,  when  Servants  are 
scarcely  to  be  had,  and  then  to  the  Prejudice  of  poor  People,  m 
Cotlers,  Intackholders,  Prentices,  and  the  like,  who  are  engaged 
I'y  Trades,  and  giving  Shearing  for  Crofts  and  Nooks  of  Ground 
for  the  Relief  of  a  poor  P'Bmily,  they  are  moUesLed  by  such 
negligent  rurmers,  by  oudeavouriug  tc  compel  them  to  their  Ser- 
vice by  Juries  of  Servants,  provided  therefore  that  no  ilan  Servaa^ 
be  made  to  any  by  Jurys  of  Servants,  or  otherwise  but  in  the  Time^ 
of  Winter,  nor  a  Maid  Servant  hut  within  a  reasonable  Time  of 
Summer,  except  in  respect  of  Death,  or  other  just  and  lawful  Cause 
or  Reason,  (and  that  made  known  to  the  Governor  and  Deemsters) 
a  further  Liberty  be  granted  for  the  Hame. 

•'  Forasmuch  as  notwithstanding  the  severull  Orders  heretofo 
made  to  restrain  tlie  Poor  of  this  It^lo  for  ranging  and  bogginf 
from  Parish  to  Parish,  they  doe  nevcrthelcBS  not  observe  the  somf 
whereby  the  said  former  laudable  Orders  are  neglected,  and  tho 
Charity  of  the  respective  Parishioners  not  extendt^d  and  afforded 
to  thti  Relief  of  their  own  Poor,  as  is  most  expedient  to  be  distri- 
buted, it  is  therefore  ordered  and  ordained  at  this  Court  of  Tiu- 
wald,  That  the  Poor  of  the  Isle  shall  not  range  or  Iwgg  out  of  their 
own  Parish  into  any  other  Parish ;  wliereiu  if  they  do  oQend  uoD- 
trary  to  this  Order,  then  the  Constable,  Coroners,  or  T./ocknmn  *  of 
such  other  Parish,  is  for  the  first  Time  to  warno  and  require  such 
Beggars  back  to  their  own  Parish,  which  if  thoy  neglect  ond 
refuse,  then  they  are  to  be  comjtellud  and  whipped  to  their  said 
I'arish  ;  and  if  they  continue  refraetory,  and  bo  disobedient,  then 
are  they  to  be  brought  by  any  of  the  said  ofGcers  into  tho  next 
Gaole,  there  to  continue  nnttl  thoy  declare  themselves  conformable 
to  this  Order ;  And  it  isaldo  ordered,  That  none  be  relieved  as  tbe 
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•oor  of  any  Porwli  but  Bueli  an  are  blind,  lame,  mayme,  or  decrepitt 
in  req»ct  oi*  Age,  or  ollit;r  InHnuity ;  and  that  uU  youug  and  So)ind 
Persona  sliuU  either  luliour  for  their  Livulihuud,  or  be  niade  to 

Heerve  by  a  Jury  of  Surrants,  or  ottterwise  to  be  committed  uutiU 
they  eiibinitt  thereunto;  and  this  Order  to  bo  observed  from  tbo 
Iiiat  Day  of  this  Month,  n^m  the  Pain  and  Penalty  containod 
herein ;  and  if  the  said  Constable,  Curuners  or  lyuokman  of  any 
Parisli,  do  neglect  their  Duty,  contrary  to  what  is  beforo  expressed, 
ibt'V  and  every  of  them  bo  offending  liud  neglecting  is,  uptm  Cora- 
plaint  and  Proof  made,  te  be  Bned  and  punished  at  the  Discretion 
of  the  Governor  and  Officers  of  this  Isle  for  the  Time  being. 

*•  Those  Lawes  nitule  and  stibBcribed  by  my  officers  of  my  Irtlo  of 

Hlfan,  I  doe  allow  and  approve  off,  and  give  my  assent,  that  fnini 
lienwforth  they  doe  become  Lawes.  Given  under  my  Ilund  at 
Knowsley  this  16th  of  June  l(i65.     Ciia.  DEititY." 

H  The  Attorney-General,  writing  in  lS7f>,  says,  "  This  enactment 
is  still  tho  law  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  its  enforcement  in  modern 
times."  The  nest  enactment  reminds  one  in  some  measure  of  tho 
14  Car.  II.,  c.  12,  which  recites  that "  poor  people  do  endeaTour  to 
le  themselves  in  those  parishes  where  there  is  the  best  stock, 
largest  commons  or  wastes  to  build  cottages,  and  the  most 
woods  for  them  to  bum  and  destroy." 

"Insula  Mon.e.      Amio  16U5. 

"  Notwithetanding  tho  several  Statutoti,  Ordom,  Acts,  and 
Ordinances  already  coutrivod,  and  made  at  sundry  Times  for  Laws 
to  bo  observed  and  kept  within  this  Ii>lu,  Experience  (neverthe- 
less) 6uds  it  requisite  by  tho  ObHcrvatiou  of  coverall  Occurrences 
in  the  Progression  and  Transaction  of  divers  Multers,  beside  what 
iho  Noccasity  of  the  Times  doth  require,  that  further  or  other 
Orders  and  Lawcs  bo  enacted,  some  to  be  repealed,  and  othor  to  bo 
enlarged  or  explained,  as  the  present  Government,  with  the 
Approbalion  of  tho  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  of  the  lalc,  shall 
think  fit  and  requisite  to  be  put  in  Fyxccutton." 

"  lUii.  AVhereaa  it  is  observed  that  a  great  Cause  of  Differencea 
and  Complaints  in  this  Isle  touching  Servants  is,  the  frequent 
binding  of  Youth  to  Trades  for  two  or  three  Years,  and  then, 
before  they  well  understand  the  same,  setts  up  for  themselves  and 
marry,  and  so  live  meanly  and  poorly,  and  turning  Cottlens*  or 
•  Cultigcm  or  vilk-ins. 
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Incloaurcra  on  some  HighBrny  Sido,  are  commonly  given  to 
pilfering  and  stealing  and  intertainers  of  VagabcHida,  und  of 
Men's  Children  and  Scrrants,  at  unseasonable  Times,  in  diahoneat 
Manner  ;  and  a1»o,  for  want  of  Judgment,  spoils,  if  not  pilfer. 
some  Part  of  the  Country's  Work  and  Goods  put  onto  them  ;  and 
becoming  thus  to  he  Tradesmen,  assumes  an  Exemption  from  being 
Servants,  and  in  that  Manner  cause  a  great  Scarcity  both  of  Ser- 
vants and  of  honest  and  able  Tradesmen  in  the  Isle:  It  is  therefore 
ordered,  ordained,  and  enacted,  lliat  no  person  or  persons  vitbin 
this  Isle  shall  for  the  future,  after  Proclamation  hereof,  take  or 
eotei-talne  any  Approntioe  to  learn  any  Science  or  Tnide.  without 
such  Apprentice,  with  BufBcient  Surety,  do  tirst  enter  into  a 
Penalty  by  Bond  to  the  Lord's  Use  in  the  tSum  of  tonn  Pounds  at 
the  leiist  t«  servo  for  the  Time,  Term  and  Space  of  tivo  Yeura ; 
and  further,  when  the  said  Tcrme  of  Years  is  run  up  and  expired, 
such  Apprentices  are  (novcrthelcM)  hereby  inhibited,  forbidden, 
and  barred  to  receive  and  cntortaino  any  other  Apprentico  or 
Ap])rcnticcH  with,  unto  or  under  him  for  the  space  and  Tormo  of 
one  Yoar  afterwards ;  and  that  to  be  ncvcriholess  upon  the  Appro- 
bation of  three  of  the  aume  Faculty  at  least  for  tho  Suffivioncy  to 
take  and  teach  an  Apprentice  for  the  Ternie  of  Year^  aiforesaid; 
neither  is  such  Apprentice  serving  such  Number  of  Years  allowed 
or  permittetl  to  mnrrj-  for  One  Year's  Time  and  Space  withont  the 
special  Lycence  of  the  reverend  Ordinary,  or  his  Substitutes  or 
Spiritual  Officers  so  impowerod  for  the  Time  being,  first  had,  pro- 
cured, and  obtflinwl  for  the  same ;  and  upon  a  true  Certificate  underj 
tho  Hand  of  tho  Minisler  of  the  Parish,  and  two  sufficient  Neigh- 
bours where  such  Tradesman  doth  live  and  reside,  of  his  Condition, 
Honesty  und  Ahillity,  according  to  their  Knowledge  and  Common 
Feme  and  liepurt,  and  all  this  upon  Pain  of  severe  PumsluuBiit 
upon  the  person  ofthu  Offender  or  Offenders,  and  a  pecuniary  Mulct 
besides  fur  u  Fine  to  the  Lord  of  tho  isle. 

"Approved  Juno  10,  i(>G5." 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  failure  of  the  previous altompt  to 
regulate  tho  rate  of  wages  another  etTort  was  made  to  accompli^ 
the  object  in  the  year  1U07. 
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'  ■  Chappell,  within  the  Isle  of  Mann,  the  2lit  day 
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3.  ItiD.  Whereas  notwithstanding  the  Statute  of  the  ycur  1609 
for  Limittation  of  Servants  Wages,  to  wit,  a  Plowman  to  have 
by  iho  year  siijs.  iiijt/.,  a  Driver  jlh.,  and  a  Iloraotnaii  viij«., 
and  to  a  Woman  Servant  as  sho  should  bo  reputed  to  deserve,  &c. ; 
at  which  Time  tho  Farmer  was  of  bettor  AbiUity  than  of  late  Times, 
since  the  enhancing  of  the  Wngea,  to  pay  tho  same  by  the  Ilaree 
afforeeaid  for  their  Corn  and  othor  Conioditi&<i ;  that  nevertheless 
the  Servants  will  not  of  late  ycares  hire  for  double  the  Wage*  so 
mentioned,  unlrjw  thoy  may  receive  what  wages  they  please,  not 
considering  that  the  Farmer  is  far  more  unable  now  than  formerly 
to  pay  theaame,  in  respect  of  the  scarcity  of  Money,  and  the  cheap 
Kat«8  both  of  Com  and  Cattle  ;  and  yet  are  the  Servants  in  a 
better  Condition  to  subsist,  by  the  cheapness  of  Cloath,  both 
AVoolen  and  Linnen,  and  all  the  Comoditiee  they  stand  in  need  of : 
and  whereas  it  may  be  conceived,  that  the  Wages  mentioned,  in 
the  said  Statute  was  only  intended  for  such  Servants  as  were  made 
by  Jurys  and  Yarding,  albeit  the  foresaid  Statute  is  plain  to  tho 
Contrary,  being  for  the  Wages  General!  of  Servants,  &c.  ;  be  it 
therefore  hereby  ordered,  enacted,  and  declared.  That  there  be  a 
Restraint  of  fluoh  Exorbitancy  in  the  Servants,  That  (considering 
both  the  Cheapness  of  all  Comodities  at  prctient,  and  that  probably 
the  same  may  rise  higher  hereafter,  and  so  continue  for  some 
Time)  there  be  this  Moderation  made  on  both  Part*,  viz.  That 
every  sufSoient  Plowman  shall  have  for  his  Wages  fifteen  Shillings 
und  not  above;  every  Driver  ten  shillings;  every  Horseman,  or 
Horse  Lad,  eight  Shillings  ;  every  Household  Fisherman  xiijs. 
and  not  above;  and  evcrv  Maid  Servant  of  Abilllty  to  undertake 
and  perform  her  Master  or  Mistress's  Service,  tho  wages  of  nine 
Shillings  by  the  Year,  and  not  above ;  and  that  the  allowance  of 
Wages  to  other  Maid  Servants  of  meaner  Capacity  and  AbiUity, 
and  to  Shepherds  and  the  like,  be  estimated  by  the  Deemster,  and 
in  some  Things  both  by  the  Deemsters  and  the  Standing  Jury* 
for  Servant*  in  each  Yeare,  if  such  last  sort  of  Servants  will  not 
be  otherwise  reasonably  Batifified  by  their  Master  or  Mistress ;  and 
no  other  certain  Wages  to  be  given  above  the  Rates  and  in  Manner 
as  afore^id,  unless  it  be  by  way  of  Bounty,  at  tho  Discretion  of 
the  Master  or  Mistress,  oa  they  shall  understand  the  Ser\'Bat 
worthy  of,  or  himself  deserve,  according  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
foresaid  Statute :  And  if  any  Servant  be  refractorj-,  and  refuse  to 
serve  at  the  Wages  and   Kutes  aforementioned,  such   Servants 
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(upon  complaint  to  the  Governor,  or  hia  Dopoty)  are  to  ba| 
imprisoned,  and  so  to  continue  with  the  Dyett  of  dieobodient  Sci 
Tants  untill  they  Buhmitt  to  the  Statute  thus  made,  and  gii 
security  for  their  honest  and  careful  Labour  as  Occasion  shail 
require;  and  buaidei*,  to  pay  such  Foes  for  their  Contempt  as  by 
the  Governor  or  hia  Deputy  shall  bo  thought  fitt. 

"And  it  is  provided.  That  the  said  Waj^s  in  Conditional  in 
case  the  Servants  be  not  able  to  perform  the  work,  otherwise  to  be 
lessened  at  the  Docmster'a  Discretion. 

"  4.  Itm.  Whereas  divers,  nnder  the  Pretence  of  old  ant 
decrepit  I'crsonK,  do  maico  entrance  of  Choice  Children  for  theii 
Freedom  from  Service,  when  an  jtuch  Challenge  and  Claime  bj 
many  of  those  Entrys  ia  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and 
ing  of  the  Statute  made  in  that  Behalf,  by  Sfeans  whereof 
Scarcity  of  Servants  are  occasioned,  and  an  obstruction  both  to ' 
Farmers,  Deemsters,  and  other  OfBcers,  who  should  have 
Benefit  of  yarded  Servants,  &e. ;  Be  it  therefore  hereby  ordered,^ 
enacted,  and  declared.  That  no  Person  ehall  have  the  Benefit  of 
Kntnmce  of  a  Choice  Child  for  the  future,  but  such  a«  Khali  have 
the  Approbation  for  the  same  under  the  Ilanda  of  the  Jury  of 
Sorvunta  in  their  own  Parish  for  the  just  Necessity  thereof," 

As  comiwred  with  England,  the  wages  of  a  mason,  carpenter. 
&&,  are  the  same  &6  those  ordered  by  Statute  in  the  year  1495,  ia 
be  paid  in  that  country  from  Easter  to  Miohaelraas  (from 
Mieliaelmas  to  Easter  they  were  Hd.  a  day  only).  The  wages  of 
a  ploughman  as  fixed  by  the  justices  of  Rutlandshire  in  IfilO 
were  2!}jt.,  very  nearly  double  those  now  under  consideration.  Thia 
would  of  itself  in  u  great  measure  account  for  the  dtssatiBfaction  oi 
the  part  of  servants,  and  their  consequent  endeavours  to  escat 
from  service  where  the  statutory  regulations  were  enforced  ; 
the  dazzling  prospect  of  largely  augmented  wages  generally 
appears  to  outweigh  in  the  popular  mind  considcrationa  r^ardii 
consequent  increase  in  the  cost  of  living. 

In  176d  the  lordship  of  the  island  was  purchased  from  the  thoa 
poMCsaor,  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  by  the  British  Government,  and  ia 
the  year  1829  all  his  manorial  rights  were  also  acquired.  I(o 
further  legislation  on  the  subject  of  vagabondage  took  place  until 
the  year  184G,  when  a  bye-law  was  made  with  a  view  to  prevent 
alien  vngrunta  from  landing  in  the  island. 
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Jiye-laic4 /or  (he  Rerfttlation  aiut  Oovernment  of  Towns  made  umtfr 
AHlhority  of  Act  of  Tyntcatd,  6  Wm.  IV. 

*'  XL.  In  case  Itiformation  is  given  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
or  High  Bailiff,  that  any  Pauper  or  Vagrant  has,  within  three 
Months  preceding,  been  brought  over  to  tho  Igfftnd,  and  still 
remains  there,  the  Justice  or  High  Bailiff  is  to  cause  tho  Pauper 
or  Vagrant,  and  tho  Master  of  tho  Vcsael  (if  known),  by  which  ho 
or  she  was  brought  over,  to  bo  apprehended  and  brought  before 
him ;  and  unless  good  Caiiao  bo  shown  to  the  contrary,  the  Master 
is  to  be  imprisoned,  until  he  enters  into  a  Bond,  with  two  suffi- 
cicut  SurettoR,  to  tind  and  provide  at  hin  own  Expense  fiiiitablo 
Maintenance  and  Iiod;>ing  for  the  Pauperor  Vagrant,  while  h©  or 
ahe  remains  on  the /A/i7fr(/;  and,  within  fourteen  days,  to  cause 
the  PuQper  or  Vagrant  to  bo  conveyed  hac*k  to  tbe  Port  or 
Place  wherefrom.  he  or  she  was  brought,  or  until  the  Master  is  dis- 
charged from  Gaol ;  and  in  case  any  Master  refuses  to  enter  into 
a  Bond,  or  that  any  Delay  arises  in  discovering  or  apprehending 
the  Master  of  such  Vessel,  the  Justice  or  High  Bailiff  may  direct 
the  Pauper  or  Vagrant  to  be  found  and  provided  with  decent 
Maiutenanoe  and  J^odglng,  and  to  be  forwarded  to  tlie  Place  from 
which  he  or  she  wan  last  brought,  and  tho  Kxpi^nses  Incurred 
thi'rehy  are  to  be  levied  under  Execution,  out  of  the  Qoods  and 
Chattels  of  the  Owner  of  the  Vesnel." 

This  bye-law  was  repealed  in  1870>  being  considered  in  excess  of 
thepoworgivenfor  making  bye-law.H,  and  none  has  eiuco  been  made. 

The  recent  condition  of  mendicity  in  the  island  may  bo  gathered 
from  a  most  interesting  report  of  a  Commimion  on  Medieal  Aid 
and  Poor  Relief  in  the  island,  presented  to  the  Tynwald  Court 
by  order  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  year  1870.  From 
this  report  it  appears  that  "the  funds  available  for  charitabia 
relief  throughout  the  island  are  raised  by  voluntary  flubacription, 
and  9e«m  Co  ho  fully  adequate  for  the  pnrposc,  too  much  so  it 
would  appear  in  one  instance  at  least,  as  there  is  a  local  saying 
that  "  if  the  devil  himself  came  to  Kirk  Michael  they  would  not 
starve  him."  Nevertheless  begging  seems  to  bo  oxtonsively  and 
profitably  practised.  One  enterprising  indis'iduat,  who  keeps  & 
small  shop  in  the  parish  of  Santon,  not  satisfied  with  on  allowance 
of  9f.  a  month  from  the  parish,  and  2«.  a  day  and  his  meat  when 
lie  goes  out  to  work,  sometimes  goer  begging.     Another  woman, 
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pirlly  imWcile,  who  is  boarded  out  with  a  man  aod  bis  wife  out 
t(f  pim.Hli  funds,  net*'  |]artuilly  as  their  domestic  servant,  and  regu- 
lurly  goes  out  begging,  bringing  home  the  umount  tboB  obtaiiied 
to  Iho  jicoplo  with  whom  she  bonrds. 

In  tho  town  of  Douglas,  tho  tnoet  effective  sy^t^i'm  of  o^gasun- 
tion  at  present  in  existence  would  seem  to  bo  thul  of  tho  be^gsn 
and  tramps  who,  in  organised  gangs,  go  round  the  town  every 
Monday  rooming  begging  contributions  from  the  shopkeopcn  and 
other  respectable  inhabitants,  which  they  uppeuir  to  bo  afraid  to 
roruM. 

One  witness naytt:  "On  Monday  morning* you  will  see  atrings 
of  beggars  going  from  door  to  door,  .10  to  5l»  of  them  at  a  time. 
They  find  it  a  more  profitable  bu»ineM  than  wortdng  for  a  living." 
Another  siiyn :  "He  in  awure  ihuC  there  in  a  system  uf  going 
round  to  the  ^hoplceeperit  every  Monday  morning,  and  that  it  bus 
been  the  htibit  of  shopkeeperH  to  give  them  money  to  got  rid  of 
them.  These  people,  in  fact,  levy  a  kind  of  Mack  uiuil  on  the 
trade  of  Dougliis.  MostoflheAe  beggars  are  inhabitants  of  the 
toirn,  iind  hi^  knows  that  many  of  tbem  do  not  dmerve  any  relief 
at  all." 

After  their  regular  Monday's  raid  in  Douglas,  tboAO  who  have 
not  expended  thoir  last  Kizpeuce  in  drink,  appear  to  take  the  train 
in  the  direction  eiilier  of  Cuatletown  or  Peel  in  Beareh  of  other 
"happy  hunting  grounds,"  but  Castletown  no  longer  prefioiltinga 
profitable  field  of  action,  they  usually  stop  short  at  some  of  tho 
villages  *■«  routf,  in  wourch  of  more  victims — as  at  Siioton,  whore 
a  lanilciwner  atatee,  "We  have  no  beggurs  belonging  to  the 
parish,  but  very  often  tramping  vagrants  oome  from  Douglas  and 
tilaewherc  to  beg.  In  no  case,  however,  are  these  beggars  parish- 
ioners, they  are  always  tramps.     Some  of  them  travel  by  train. 

Or  they  proceed  a  little  further — as  to  Arbory,  where,  aaya 
the  rioar,  "  We  have  tramping  vagrants  coming  from  all  parta. 
Some  come  from  so  far  off  as  Douglas,  and  there  arc  a  few  from 
Ouatlctown.  These  are  generally  drunkards,  and  the  ^ery  worst 
of  characters.  They  must  make  a  great  deal  of  money,  aa  they 
Buom  well  able  to  pay  their  railway  fare*.  They  come  out  by 
train,  and  go  back  by  train." 

At  Peel  the  »«me  system  of  house-to-hoube  beggiog  prevails  as 
at  Douglas.  Saturday  is  here  the  fuvuurite  raidiug  day.  Tho 
Bi.i:relary  of  the  Peel  Artificers  Society,  is  of  opinion  that  the 
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exumplc  of  putting  a  stop  to  street  begging  would  do  good, 
fur  they  find  little  ones  growing  up  as  beggars  following  in 
the  footstepa  of  their  parents.  The  prcaent  syatem  is  a  greiit 
evil,  and  he  perceives  that  under  it  begging  is  becoming  pro- 
faMional  and  hereditary.  If  what  they  say  themselves  is  to  lie 
l>elie%'ed,  some  of  the  beggurs  make  a  very  good  thing  out  of  it, 
vuniiiig  08  much  as  from  10«.  to  30$.  a  weclc.  A  gretit  propurtioii 
of  theuiouey  finds  itswuy  into  the  piiblic-housie*,  Another  witnens 
from  Peel  says,  *'  As  u  rule,  theso  begging  trampa  gvt  money  in 
the  raoriitiig,  and  get  drunk  in  the  evening ;  he  has  himself  seen 
them  lying  drunk  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  has  removed 
them  to  the  sidu  of  the  hedge,  so  thut  they  might  not  be  run 
awer.  There  is  no  place  of  shelter  in  Peel  fur  these  trumps. 
Some  of  them  are  given  eheller  in  some  of  thf!  furmhouso*. 
There  used  to  be  u  general  custom  of  giving  shelter  to  trumpii, 
but  it  is  passing  away.  T/ie  jialice  do  not  mier/ere  icith  Ifffffars, 
lie  has  seen  the  beggars  selling  the  meal  which  hti^  been  given  to 
them  in  charity  at  the  Ihrmhouses,  and  most  likely  they  drunk 
the  money. 

Mr.  Kermode,  a  Bhopkoeper  of  Pep],  aaya  he  knows  the  system 
of  begging  that  is  practised  there.  He  hus  often  ookcd  beggsirs 
vhat  they  considered  wns  a  fair  day's  relief  to  receive,  and  how 
much  they  would  cam  in  a  day.  They  have  frequcnily  told  him 
that  it  would  be  a  poor  day  if  they  did  not  earn  half-a-crown, 
besides  a»much  meat  aa  would  last  them  two  or  three  days.  Moi>t 
of  them  would  make  no  secret  of  what  they  got  in  this  way,  but 
used  to  tell  it  in  a  boasting  way.  Thoy  generally  sell  the  me;il 
they  receive.  Tramps  invariably  carry  a  bag  or  basket,  in  which 
to  carry  meal  and  scraps  which  they  get  at  the  various  housex 
they  call  at  Tfiei/  thtuk  nothinij  of  mukitifj  XAn.  or  l'*«.  a  icfc/t  titttl 
l/teir  "grub,"  m  t/n'if  tteKcritie  it.  lie  is  visited  at  his  shop  regu- 
huly  once  a  week  by  these  tramps,  to  the  number  of  some  iifleen 
or  eighteen.  It  costs  him  fi-om  fifteen  to  eighteen  pence  a  week 
to  Mtisfy  their  demands.  lie  gives  a  penny  a  week  to  thotte  he 
rnnsiders  the  mo»t  deBerving,  ^o>m'  of  ihem  "  trttd  o«"  comimf 
Jortniy/if/;/,  ami  i/ujiiiutHrif/  (fie  ifoiiblt;  alfoiertnix.  He  refused  to  agree 
to  that.  They  eaid  Ihcif  cuuUi  tiot  yo  round  on  Pet-l  iitiil  Ciixf/eti/ini 
in  one  day  ;  and,  an  thnj  only  eAune  ouev  in  two  irerLt,  they  thouyht 
thfy  were  entitled  In  the.  double  aUoannce.  He  did  not  lull  in  wilh 
their  projtosjil;  but   would  rather  give  it  to  them  than  »ibjvcb 
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himself  to  the  nba«e  they  very  frequently  give  you  if  you  rcfuao 
to  give  them  relief.  Moet  of  them  are  strangers  to  Peel.  Tlie 
iucnmbent  of  St.  Fanl's  Church,  Ilam»ey,  sayt  that  before  a  wcIU 
organised  system  of  relief  woe  established  in  that  town,  there  was 
a  most  elaborate  system  of  begging  in  vogue  there.  A  black 
stream  of  beggars  might  be  seen  going  round  one  after  the  other. 

A  lady  wituces  says  it  is  reported  that  a  man  named  Blind 
Tom  made  as  much  as  Ts.  a  day  by  begging,  and  that  there  ia  no 
doubt  that  the  poor  arc  very  mueh  petted  and  spoiled  in  Douglas. 
At  one  time  tho  Manx  poor  would  not  beg  from  door  to  door  at 
all ;  but  now  they  do  it  regularly.  Sho  thinks  that  they  hare 
been  luught  to  beg  by  tho  Irish.  There  are  still  a  good  many 
Sfanx  wild  will  not  hcg,  A  great  many  Irish  beggars  come  to 
rJougliiti,  und  they  never  return  to  their  own  country,  bocanso 
t/tfff  Jitul  Huch  a  lot  of  chnriftj  going  on  in  Dotigfaa.  They  got  so 
nmch  thvre  in  charity  that  they  never  think  of  going  badt.  One 
woman  who  applied  for  relief,  and  was  tolil  that  if  she  did  half  a 
duy's  work  a  shilling  would  be  given  to  her,  replied,  '*  What ! 
icork  for  ft  shilHng  !  11  is  not  vorth  icfit/e  gomij  there  fo  tcork/or  that. 

In  the  year  1880  the  Central  Poor  Relief  Boord  for  Douglas 
decided  "  that  with  a  view  to  the  total  suppression  of  mendicity 
and  vagriiucy,  begging  from  door  to  door  in  to«Ti  and  country, 
relief  ut  the  hands  of  the  public  shall  be  discouraged,  and  ordi- 
nary applicants  for  relief  be  sent  to  the  officer  to  be  &ppotut«d  to 
act  as  the  general  poor  iiiepector  of  the  town. 

The  Chief  Constable  of  the  island,  writing  in  April,  1886,  suys; 
**  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  of  that  abject  poverty  which  one 
heant  of  in  England,  though  there  is  considerable  improvidence 
iuoongst  u  portion  of  the  population  of  the  towns,  chie6y  those  of 
Iiish  nationality,  who  earn  large  wages  as  porters,  &c.,  during  the 
season,  but  never  think  of  tho  winter.  The  Manx  are,  1  think, 
very  provident.  During  the  summer  season  we  have  of  course 
our  full  share  of  itinerant  musicians,  disabled  sailors,  &c.,  and  in 
the  wiutcr  a  few  professional  beggars,  who  are  encouraged  by  the 
well-meant  but  unwise  generosity  of  tho  more  wealthy,  but  these 
mendicants  arc  not  rcutly  poor." 


JERSEY. 


In  the  year  1G60,  Charles  the  Second  by  letters  patent,  allowed 
tn  impot  on  brandies  and  wines,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that 
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300  li%TeB  tourooia,  port  of  the  revenue  derired  from  the  itnpot, 
ehould  be  yeurly  employed  in  the  erecting  and  building  of  a,  con- 
venient house,  and  lor  and  towards  the  niising  and  maintainiug 
oi*a  slock  of  money  to  bo  used  for  the  setting  to  work  find  orderly 
,  governing  of  poor  and  idle  people,  the  relief  of  decayed  trudoamtji], 
tttnd  the  correction  and  restraint  of  vugubouds  and  beggara  in  tho 
riduid.      Tho  revenue  orising  from  tho  impdt  vas  not  applied, 
its  insufficiency  in  amount,  to  all  the  purposca  originally 
'Intended.     No  portion  of  it  was  spocially  appropriated  for  tho 
poor,  nor  any  portion  devoted  for  the  corroclion  and  restraint  of 
vagabonds,  till  tho  erection  of  tho  present  houso  of  correction  in 
the  year  1838. 

Th«  sobsequent  onoctments  rolattng  to  Mendicants  and  Vagit- 
bonds  arc  to  be  found  in  »  Code  of  Luwft  for  the  Iwlund  of  Jersey 
rBpprovcd  by  Ilin  Hajeitty  in  Council,  March  28,  1771,  from  which 
the  following  extracts  are  taken  : — 


Rkovi^twns. 

J-br  Mendicants. 

"The  Constable,  Principals,*  and  officers  in  each  Pariah,  are  Lo 
provide  respectively  for  the  maintenance  of  their  Poor,  in  letting 
out,  or  sotting  to  work  those  who  are  able-bodied  ;  and  in  furnish- 
tng  the  infirm,  with  the  necessaries  of  life  from  week  to  week  ; 
id  for  this  purpose,  such  of  the  inhabitant.^  of  their  rowpoctivo 
Irishes,  as  are  in  a  position  to  contribute  to  muke  a  rate  in  tba 
same  way  as  other  necessary  rates  are  imposed,  for  charges  and 
disbursements  in  connection  with  public  mutters,  are  authorised 
to  act  conjointly  with  the  A^^sonibly  of  PriucipuU  and  Officers. 

"The  Miuistur,  Constable,  and  Churchwardens  of  euch  Parish 
may  grant  a  licence  under  their  hand  to  iutirm  poor  people  to  beg 
irum  house  to  house  iu  their  uwu  Parish  only. 

"The  Poor  will  not  be  permitted  to  beg  outside  their  parishes 
on  uny  pretext  whatever,  uor  in  their  own  parish  without  the 
above-named,  licence,  under  the  penalty  of  being  put  in  the  stacks 
by  the  Constable  fur  tho  first  olfencc  and  brought  before  the 
Court  for  the  second  to  receive  such  puniabmcnt  aa  they  may  bo 
found  to  deserve. 

*  The  tcnii  Priiidpal  uiatitiEicd  lo  ilic  pjIuinivck  in  a  parUh  contriliuUn;* 
fllmvo  a  ccrUin  amount  The  urnouot  vu-ica  iu  vAvh  [uiriMh,  but  it  lixvdl  l>y 
Uw. 
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"  Personii  wlio  through  miBtakcn  charitv,  give  alms  to  persons 
who  are  forbiddeti  to  beg,  arc  liablo  to  pay  Msty  eoua  for  eucb 
offence,  of  which  onc-tbtrd  is  to  go  (o  tho  informer  and  the  other 
two-tbirda  to  tho  poor  of  the  Pariah,  which  is  to  be  levied  by  the 
Constable  on  the  principal  chattels  of  tho  offenders,  and  if  they 
rBBist.,  by  Btftzure  and  aale  of  thoir  goods  in  the  tame  way  that  ratM 
are  levied,  for  tho  mainteiianco  of  tho  poor  and  other  public  tax«l^M 

"Strangers  and  other  persona  who  are  not  rcaidcnts,  or  their^l 
agents,  arc  not  allowed  to  hire  or  take  out  of  the  iaiand,  any 
children  who  aro  chargeable  to  the  parishea,  or  permitted  to 
beg ;  and  when  atraogers  or  non-residents  or  their  Agents  hare 
hired,  any  other  children,  they  muat  produce  thcra  to  the  Con- 
Btablc  or  to  one  of  the  Centeniers  •  of  their  parish,  before  taking 
them  on  ohipboard,  so  that  it  may  be  aj>certained  if  they  are 
chargeable,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  child. 

"Tho  able-bodied  poor  who  are  let  out  or  hired  by  tho  Con- 
fitubles,  by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Principals  of 
their  Parish,  shall  only  be  so  if  they  are  thirteen  year*  of  age  or 
younger,  until  they  attain  the  age  o£  twenty  ;  and  those  who  a: 
more  than  thirteen,  shall  only  be  let  out  for  seven  years  at  t 
otmoet,  and  loss  when  it  is  poKsiblo. 

"The  above -men  tio  nod  penalties  shall  bo  appropriated  half  to 
the  King,  and  half  to  tbo  poor  of  tho  pariiih  where  the  oSeaoe 
was  comniiltod." 

S/rangers. 

"la  accordance  with  u  cerluiii  order  of  the  King  and  the  Count 
dated  the  twelfth  duy  of  June,  16;J5,  registereil  in  the  Holla  of  tbe^ 
Royal  Court  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September  following  :  and 
a  certain  letter  from  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Council  dated  the 
twentieth  duy  of  Febrmiry,  1600,  registered  the  twenty -seventh 
of  April,  XG\Ji> — 

"It  is  decruod  that  no  inhabitant  of  this  iaiand,  whether  a 
Tavern  Keeper  or  otherwise,  ehull  receive  a  stranger  into  his 
house,  nor  allow  any  one  to  remain  in  it  more  than  one  night, 
without  giving  notice  to  tho  Constable  of  tho  Parish,  under  a 
penalty  of  ton  pounds,  a  third  to  the  King,  a  third  to  the  poor, 
and  a  third  to  tho  informer. 

'*  The  Constable  of  tho  Parish  of  S.  Hclier.  shall  be  lial 


Tb«  Centeniers  sre  afwiimni  and  nito  gKtlirrers. 
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make  a  repoH  to  the  Governor  «pithiu  twenty-four  hours  of  uotioo 
bfung  given  to  him  of  the  arrivnl  of  strangers,  or  as  «oon  as  it  is 
poBublo  for  him  to  do  so :  and  the  Constubles  of  other  purtuhes 
within  s  week  ut  tho  latest,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  if  euch  stniogors 
are  Biiapicioua  persons. 

*■  Stmngcra  shuU  not  bo  allowed  to  remain  in  the  iaknd  nor  to 
marry  tbo  women  of  tho  country  without  tho  pcrmisaion  of  the 
Governor,  an  is  dirccttid  by  tho  aoid  order  of  His  Mujeaty  and  his 
Council  of  the  twelfth  of  Juno,  liiiii ;  and  if  they  oifead  they  ehuU 
be  compelled  to  quit  the  country." 

Tavem-iwcpem. 

"Tavern-keepers  shall  reserve  at  least  two  good  beds  for  tho 
accommodation  of  stran^rs  und  those  of  tho  residents  who  may 
require  them  ;  and  an;  in  general  rcquJri'd  not  to  tolerate  in  their 
taverns  any  drunkards,  blasphemers,  vagabonds,  idlers  and  persons 
of  bad  repute,  nor  to  allow  riota  or  assaults,  bnt  are  bound  tu 
iaiorm  tho  police  oflieers  thereof  with  all  sinied. 

"They  shall  not  harbour  tlie  young  niim  of  any  family,  or 
mule  or  female  servants  without  the  knowledge  of  their  falhent, 
motheTB,  masters  or  mistreasca;  nor  permit  the  frequenting  of 
poor  persons  to  drink  beyond  their  visible  means,  under  a  penally 
often  pounds,  and  suspension  or  revocation  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  writing  in  August,  1886,  says, 
"There  are  so  few  bcggurs  in  the  isluud,  that  it  is  not  ueceswiry 
to  enforce  the  law  contained  in  the  code  of  177j,  and  I  have 
not,  since  I  have  been  here,  now  two  years,  hoard  of  any  pro- 
ceedings being  tukuu  before  tho  Police  Magistrate  for  aimple 
beggtug,  or  for  begging  combint-d  with  any  other  offence,  euch 
as  druiikenueiKt  or  ihruutening.  KucU  purish  provides  ibr  its  own 
poor.'* 


OUERN8EV. 

The  royal  Court  of  this  island  has  always  cluimed  and  exercised 

tho  right  of   passing  ordinances  for  regulating  the  manner  in 

which  tho  Common  Law  is  to  be  carried  out,  and   the  written 

.^records  of  the  Courts  commencing  ciirly   in  tho   Ifith   century, 

iilain  many  regnlatious  respecting  paupers  and  mendicants  not 
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differing  mitteriully  ia  spirit  from  contemporary  legislation  in 
KuglDud. 

As  early  as  15<3I  an  enactment  appears  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  It  ia  ordered  by  thu  Court  that  no  one  shall  harbour  any 
stranger  to  rcaide  in  the  island,  under  a  penalty  of  sixty  soU,  nnlees 
it  be  OS  hia  man-servant  or  maid-servant."*  But  this  may  po*- 
aibly  refer  only  to  aliens,  and  not  to  English  subjects. 

In  1537,  •'  It  is  ordered  by  the  Court  that  all  poor  strangers 
who  cannot  live  in  the  inland  without  begging,  having  arrived 
within  a  year  and  u  day,  ahull  quit  the  country  under  pain  of  being 
teourged  and  whip[>ed,  and  the  Constables,  each  iu  his  parish,  tire 
enjoined  to  bring  them  uiid  deliver  them  to  the  Sheritf,  to  be  turned 
out  ef  the  island ;  and  that  all  paupers  who  are  beggars,  natives  of 
the  ieland,  shall  beg  and  ask  alms  each  in  his  own  pariah."t 

In  the  same  year  precautions  also  appear  to  have  been  takea 
againat  needy  strangers  nettling  in  the  island. 

"  It  ia  ordered  that  the  Sheriff  shall  have  the  supervition  of  all 
vessels  that  conio  into  the  island  as  well  from  Jerany,  aa  from 
^ormaudy  and  other  places,  that  is  to  say,  that  be  fiball  go  into 
the  Kuid  vessels  and  shall  see  and  set  down  in  writing  those  who 
cutne  into  the  islund,  by  name  mid  t<iirnamt<;  and  shall  take  their 
rudder  until  their  departure,  in  order  to  see  that  ouuh  passenger  re- 
turns from.  whoQco  bo  came,  and  doos  not  go  away  without  bii 
leave."  J 

*  **  II  eet  reganlut  ptu"  Juatice  que  nulluy  iie  Ivgem  nul  eetrangier  pour 
(letiieni-er  tn  I'ibIo  aur  jieyiic  tie  LJt.  mmU,'  w  cho  u'wtl  jHjur  kjh  «crvit«ur  ou  » 
ften'niit  e." 

t  "II  L'rt  tcgartliujmr  JiinliciMiui;  ImiU  pouvres  Ri'iis  e(it™ni;iTS  nui  nr  pru- 
veiit  vivre  ea  vvetm  islv ainB  miLinlier, y  vtinirt  (U-puiK  an  vt  jour,  vHyilcrfuit httra 
du  l^VB  8Ur  peynne  tie  «»tiv  fimtiyvii*  vl  |'uyt>.U,  <?t  eu  ■via  lv»  L'i>iint?*labl<>. 
chiivun  eii  »*i  pumcMe,  cliiirgc  de  U's  tuiiener  ut  [>:»  ilelivrvr  un  Prt^vtwl  jMlut  Im 
incttrv  hora  iIb  I'inlc ;  vt  iiiit;  Uiua  poiivreH  inanitions,  nulirn  de  ceace  ulc, 
(]Uiiitvr>>ut  vt  ilotuiuideroiit  lumiiwiie  rJiacun  ii  na  parowific.'* 

X  "  11  cat  tvgnnlex  iiiiu  W  Prwvoel  ilu  Boy  nyiu  ]a  tuin-L'Ue  de  toaii  bat«anlx 
(jui  viuiiuuiL  va  cesta  iale,  tnnc  de  Jany  que  dc  Nonnandie  et  auuo  lieui, 


'Willi  reniwct  to  the  value  pf  the  money  La  wliich  fiaeo  for  infravdua  tA 
ordiiiant'is  aw  uuiueaed  in  Gnem»ey,  it  itt  null  Ic^wlly  ihc  ancient  "  livro  lour- 
jioiK,"  vr  ciiriviicy  wl'  Tuurs,  which  tlili'ered  I'l-oni  lli«  "  li\r«  Piiriwi "  in  vsluc, 
jnasmuc)]  na  it  vor,  or  wa*  HappoMul  t«  be,  of  prnttr  wei^lit  ur  purer  tatiai. 
Tlif  N'jrmiiiis,  pruvfrbiiilly  keen  iu  fill  niutiei-B  of  l)UiiJui>Mt,  nuulu  all  Uirii 
ciiiiLrnrtA  in  il,  and  ao  it  heconir  tlic  Ic^al  u-nilu-  in  liii:  ii>liuii),  and  is  buU 
retained  u  a  niua«iir<i  of  value,  alLhuu^li,  like  the  ]hjiiii<I  fli-rlin^',  it  haul  dibtp- 
pcsrcd  us  a  tviin  iriaiiy  yivm  a^o.  Fituitet:n  Itvrta  lournnuiaiv  in  tliu  present 
aa.y  eqitivalcui  to  thv  pniuini  (^tii'lin^  ;  I  mjI  3  dviucm  loarnoiii  aro  equal  t" 
I  penny  jSOrouLv  issboni  -l^.  S^if.  »icrlinf[. 


AND  BBOGAES  AND  BEOOnfO. 


■I^A 


The  foUoviriDg  ordinance  was  passed  ut  Michaelmas.  1542,  and 
bad  jjrobabty  reference  only  to  strangers  : — 

"  It  is  ordered  by  tho  Coart  that  all  young  men  and  young 
women  who  live  by  theniaolv(»,  shall  take  serviue  by  All  tjaints' 
day  next  coming,  under  jwin  of  quitting  the  island,  and  of  u  fine 
of  sixty  sols  on  those  who  harbour  thcui  every  time  they  do  so."* 

In  1566  a  system  of  parish  apprentices  was  instituted  by  the 
roUowing  ordinance : —  ' 

"That  from  honcioforlh  if  there  are  found  in  tho  town,  and  in 
any  of  tho  parishes  of  the  island,  any  poor  orphans  or  children  of 
poor  persona  who  have  not  tho  means  of  supporting  tbeni,  or  of 
Bending  them  to  England,  to  learn  suitublc  trades  by  which  in 
time  to  come  they  may  live  and  aAslf^t  their  parents,  tho  constableH 
of  the  said  parishes  uud  town  shall  have  the  responsibility  and 
charge  of  finding  them  masters  in  their  parishes,  and  if  they  can- 
not find  any.  shall  send  them  to  England  at  the  cost  of  tho  said 
pttri!ihes."t 

The  Governor,  to  whom  the  defence  of  the  island  was  entrust^jd, 
had  always  a  discretionary  power  to  expel  aliens  or  to  prevent 
their  settling  there  in  too  great  numbers,  and  the  following  order 
may  possibly  liuve  buuu  luudu  in  consuquc-ucc  of  tho  number  of 
French  driven  to  tlm  islands  by  the  persecution  against  Frotest- 
unttsm  in  their  country.  This  ordinance  was  enacted  in  January. 
IgtiG-7  :_ 

"  It  is  ordered  thot  none  for  the  future,  of  whatever  nation  they 
may  be,  shall  be  received  to  remain  and  dwell  in  this  island  ua 
servants,  who  do  not  bring  a  proof  of  the  country  from  which 
they  come  and  of  their  good  behaviour ;  and  that  they  shull  be 
examined   by  those  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  and 

Vwt  asaviwr,  (|Ue  il  yri  dcilun*  I«it  thU  Imtwiuix  et  voi-th.  et  iiicttni  pur  i-ecripl 
Wulx  qui  viendmnt  en  Peste  idle,  par  nnin  ct  par  fiiimom,  et  proinlra  lear  sna- 
timui  juativxa  k  Imtx  dvyvxtvaivnt,  [wur  vurr  cliitcun  iNweogvr  rctoitni«r  dcmt 
y\  enel  Teiiiu  m  i^e&jrront  point  mn»  una  cnngy." 

♦  "Ert  Rpii-dez  pur  Justici.'  quo  tuut-  jwwiic  lioiume  ou  jeune  f«mme  oui 
dctnenrenc  K  Iciir  pan  »e  mettront  en  IijUarc  di'iUns  le  joiir  ■!«  la  Trvuanaint 
nrocfaain  vtsoant,  sur  In  piiine  dc-  ruydur  lion  ik  Vide  et  de  lx.buuI8  d'omeade 
4 MUX  qui  VcM  logeroiit  tuuU-4  Un%  vt  ciuniiUK.'* 

t  "Que  <tor«navu)t  a'vU  trouve  en  la  ville  et  en  louteH  lee  piiroess-eB  de  lii-lu 
Rnlcuns  |>aupvre«  orphelvitu  mi  t^nlfaiits  il«  )>mipVTvii  ^eiit»  ijui  n'ont  )>aB  li-n 
luovfim  de  It-ur  nounir,  nt-  di:  k-*  ciivojrcreii  Aiigli^tcrrtt  iipn^ndru  I)om  tuu^livni 
vu  1eM|neU  en  tvmp*  advenir  ils  en  puvMent  vyvre  ut  ayiler  ^  lenr  paninr, 
It*  ConncatablH  dea  ditea  paroc«>ra  ct  villc  iitimiu  In  chikff^  Pt  wiin;;  nir  leur 
clienher  iimlies  ca  leurs  paroe«»«e,  rt  tx  i\*  u'ea  i>euveuL  truu^'cr,  les  euvoycr 
»D  Angletcrra  te  eoiuUges  de«  dites  poroeisea." 


tbc  Court,  and  that  none  of  (liom  ^liall  bo  received  info  tlip  wrvicfl 
of  any  inbabitant  of  the  iMland,  iHifore  they  have  produoeil  their 
IciiTo  and  licence  from  the  Kjiid  appointed  authority,  under  a 
penalty  of  a  fine  of  ton  lirrca  from  those  vrho  have  the  ability  to 
pay  it,  and  those  who  have  nnt  the  ability  to  pay  the  said  fine 
shall  bo  punished  corpornlly  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court.  And 
similarly  no  masters  of  vessels,  from  whatever  port  they  may  oomo, 
ahall  put  on  shore  any  pnssengers  after  having  been  warned,  with- 
out having  first  consulted  with  the  said  appointed  authoritie*, 
under  a  penalty  of  a  fine  of  one  hundred  sols  for  the  use  of  the 
harbour.  The  said  appointed  authorities  are  the  Bailiff  or  bis 
Lieutenant  and  two  Jurat*."  * 

According  to  the  "  Approval  of  the  laws,  cuatoms,  and  usages 
of  the  ieluud  of  Guernsey  difiering  from  thoGu«loraary  law  of  Nur- 
Uiaudy  fruin  tiiuo  tmuiemorial  obi^erved  m  the  said  tsloud,  com- 
pilud  at  Ricbraynd  the  Otb  day  of  October,  1680,  aud  at  Ore«nwicb 
the  UOth  Julvi  1581,  uud  completed  the  22od  of  iluy,  la  tbo  year 
of  grace  lOWZ,  uud  ratified  at  the  Trivy  Council  the  '27ih  day  of 
October,  1583,"  Book  1*^,  Chapter  34,'"  We  huvw  uo  asylum  to 
which  criminals  can  retire ;  but  with  regard  to  those  who  are 
banished  and  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  eent  out  of  the  island, 
tbo  Sheriff  is  arcue>totiiGd  to  ask  ihe  exile  Co  what  country  he 
wishes  Co  go,  and  to  order  him  under  pain  of  capit-al  punishment 
to  Icavo  in  the  first  passago-boat  for  the  port  to  which  ho  intends 
to  proceed."  t 


* 


*  "II  est  ordonnext^ne  nulls  pour  I'sdvpriir.  de  qudcon<]ue  nutiou  f^ttc  iU 
itui4>tit,  nw  wra  rechu  pour  rvstw  vl  dvnii.-urer  «i  ceste  Ule  pour  wmr,  '|ui 
n'ttp'H-tc  rcllnilon  dii  |iiiy«  tVou  il  eit,  tc  de  witi  1i»ii  c.iiiii|)ort.  ft  qu'yls  «t.T(>tit 
rxiiiiiyiKV  ]iar  veiilx  <iui  seront  «[H>ynt<is  |Nir  MoiiMcur  noire  Cu]>iiitJiiiu>  el  U 
Jimljee,  vi  que  tiiiln  (Vycflllx  m-  m-TiWiI  nclttus  A  M-rryr.  ik-  iniK  ■V^  Iiil)>v(hii> 
<1«  I'i»li',  qui;  pniiiiier  iU  iie  wiislrent  leur  euugy  el  Ivfi-iii-e  iIkh  'liu  npuynic*, 
ttiir  la  |iL'iiitf  ill-  ilix  livn-B  cl'uiiiL-iiik'  »  ccuIk  itui  luroiit  iJi  puyM^ice  ilc  bi  |iuyer  ; 
et  eeulx  qUL  ti'uiruiit  In  puvK^uct;  ilvpivur  Lulitv  tuii'^iidi;,  ll.->  '^vtxyM  puunyo  coqio- 
ivllemunL  MinUflcretioii  dc  Justice.  Kt  Mrtiililahletnt^t  null  iiu-»treacw)wU«UX, 
tlu  qneltiUL'  lyuii  (luu  lUHoiciit,  iiv  uidu^ruiil  iiuIh  iiiWiKfi^^itr))  k  t«mi  opK-a  avtiir 
t»t«y  (oiriivd,  iiuii  [ircniU-remeiit  its  n'ayeut  |uirli;uulx(liUii|>()yii(^  «Hr  la  |>Hitin 
d«  c'loil  MiiiU  (t'lLuienJu  ii  I'liMij^fl  tic  la  duiua^u.  El  Mtut  upoynti^  au  dit  fiucL 
Munmfur  !<;  ISnilylF  ou  M>n  Liiiutemuit  el  Jeulx  Jum." 

+  "ApprnWlinn  dcs  loi«,  cuMiumca  ft  usi),>oi  ile  Vile  de  Oiierufw^,  diff^ 
rentv"  lUi  i:')utiiiiii4^r  de  Ndnuiindlt^  iritiicicniiKlti  ulMcn')*  «ii  U  dittc  lie.  Fiiit 
k  Ridiimmil  Ui  9  jour  d'oitobre,  Ian  Iftftli,  et  n  Owjiwich  ]k  Sii  .IiiilM,  I.WI, 
Bt  scheve  le  2S  Mui,  I'aii  dv  anviu  1582.  ft  raiifiy  nu  cuu^'JI  prive,  U\  27"  jnw 
d'orloWi',  liiKl,  ft  du  ri)riii^  do  Ka  Mnji-xU-  N'utn:  Souvi-niiiiR  DiuiMr  EltzalivUi, 
'  U  grftt-e  dti  Vicu,  Reitic  d'AciKleterre,  France,  el  Irlimdff.  kc,  Dtffeiiiuur  dis 
Foi,  le   i!>  m«."     l^ivrc  Dinijcit-iiii-.     fliMpiln-  ThmiIf  Qiuilnotiie.     "  Nuu» 


AND  BEGGARS  AXD  EEOGINO. 


4fil 


In  Ja&uary,  l;JS8-9,  the  following  regulations  were  ma^e: — 
"  Item,  that  all  vngal>ond8  and  idle  persons  who  will  not  work, 
and  tlio»e  who  are  known  not  to  gain  their  living  honestly,  who 
huve  H  bad  name  and  reputation,  or  who  are  guilty  of  lewdness  or 
adultery,  if  they  are  Ktrnngere,  natives  of  placea  beyond  this 
island,  shall  quit  the  iiilund  within  forty  days  uftcr  buying  been 
publicly  ordered  so  to  do,  and  not  return  afterwards,  upon  pain 
of  Wing  whipped  in  the  public  places  of  the  town,  and  their  cars 
nailed  to  tho  pilloi-}' :  and  after  the  sa\d  terra  of  forty  daya,  that 
no  perron  thiiU  harbour  one  or  any  of  such  who  ahull  bo  ordered 
to  depart,  under  the  }>enaUy  of  a  tine  of  twenty  livres  tournois, 
half  to  Her  Majesty,  and  hjilf  to  the  informer."  " 

"Item,  that  no  strangers  shall  let  tudginge,  or  keep  a  tavern, 
or  keep  open  ahop  for  retailing  any  merchandiae  in  time  to  come, 
except  those  who  have  a  special  licence  formerly  granted  by  the 
Governor  doring  the  troubles  in  Francej  and  without  prejudice  to 

n'Avonn  BiKiin  lieu  ile  franrbi^r  pmir  If.*  rriniiiK-ls  dse  rctiri>r  ;  innittqiitint  aax 
bonnu  at  mU  t^ciii^  le  plein  Mart '  juu  urdre  de  Justice,  le  prcvAt  a  accouuiint; 
tip  di.' It  I  an  tier  au  banDi  Oil  quo]  ])Ays  il  vcut  jiOHfter,  «t  lui  I'oniiiifiiKler  »ui  pt-tnt: 
capibilv  tie  partir  dans  le  pi-emier  pawiage  vers  le  lieu  oil  11  prxHeiid  jjiuw^t," 

*  " Item,  que  tons  nieabonds  ct  Tayncantsqui  uc  vclilcnt  Iravailkr,  «t  ceax 
qni  aaat  nottez  de  ne  gWf;Dcr  loynllcmf^tit  Icur  vie.  t|m  ont  nuiuvaLi  bmit  ct 
rcDomm<k,  ou  (jui  unt  coiumio  piiillunJiic  on  ii'.lulU.'iv,  e'ils  eont  BStraugvns 
uatifn  hora  de  owte  i»lt  vuidcront  lior*  de  efbtv  Ule  dans  qnamnUi  jount  aprcx 
avoir  €stiJ  pilblif'.  Sua*  upiva  y  i-eloiiriaT,  but  pviav  d'cKLni  fuuettrat  par  Ics 
qnanefoQin  ih:  k  ville,  el  leata  aumLlta  allnclifeii  an  {►illoiT  :  ft  npn-z  Ic  dit 
Imue  de  ijuanuite  j«mr>>,  qu'uiit-uitc  piTeunuv  iil>  Iu^kiu  uucuu  iii  uucuiih  de  ceiix 
qni  Kronl  comiiiHtiilv/  ili-  vtiider,  ^iir  la  ]Kiini^  dt:  vingt  livnaa  totinioys  d'tuuvode, 
mojrti^  i^  Sa  UajCHtiS,  et  niuyti6  au  tivuveur." 


'  Tho  literal  nK-Aiiin^  of  "tnm  U  pUin  3/ant,"  tnoro  uinally  '*UfMnA« 
Mart,'  i»  "  below  the  luark  which  the  sea  reached  «t  t!ie  faring  tJdet  in  Hareh," 
vhich  are  gtueraUy  thi^  hij?lio*l  in  the  ycia,  nnd  is  Mill  in  comtnon  use  as  aii 
cquiraleni  lo  "  below  hi^h-wat«r  mark."  The  tern)  uccine  to  hitvv  beuu  ukciI 
sit  eciuivalent  to  "out  of  the  iabuid." 

Tn«  sentence  of  kuiiidiincut,  L-ven  in  thv  commcuceniont  of  tlit>  prm«nt 
n'^tury,  u«m  by  no  meaim  an  uuusiial  piiiiinluiieiit,  mid  fur  imUvea  uf  the 
island  a  rtrj'  severo  one,  ilh  iMiiiiKhmtiit  for  Bcvf-'n  ycen  or  a  l<>n;;cr  ti>mi  was 
followed  \>y  t'oiiiiocatioii  of  all  tlie  piiiTwtiy,  ci^nl  hud  [nriiuKiid,  uf  tin;  ilvliii- 
qaent  to  the  Cpowil  Ic  waa  b  wjnvtmnnl  incilind  of  getliii;;  rid  of  airangers  ; 
but  aa  forHivmoHt  pitrt,  th(-y  iviirlifil  ihr  iioif{bi)uiiriii(;  wupurtit  in  £u|jlaiid 
without  a  penny  in  their  pocketa,  they  were  sonn  nh]jf;ed  to  have  recouree  to 
heggiik); ;  and  compUinUt  weru  iiiiHk-  by  Iho  towns  whxuv  they  landed,  thai 
GucmAey  itent  all  hpr  mgiiPfl  and  vaj^bnndn  in  th^m.  Itanishinent  haft 
oeawd  to  be  inflicted  nn  nutivus,  in  cdnsexguence  of  their  beinj;  liable  to  be 

at  l«ck  to  their  ]>inro  of  wttli'mmt ;  but  ptwrigcni  who  h«vr.  not  MCiiiiireil  n 

ttUnK-nt  in  the  iMniid  nm  i^Iill  liable  to  he  i>entpnccd  to  honifthnLetiL  after  an 
iiiiyiTisoiinient,  or  other  punishment,  if  they  are  aotohous  evil  liren  whom  it 
i*  dGsirablc  to  be  rid  of. 
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the  cliapmen  or  otlier  merchants,  who  coming  into  the  island  shall 
cxpo«e  iheir  merchandise  for  sale  for  the  trip."' 

"  Item,  that  no  foreign  straugem  shall  be  permitted  to  many 
in  this  Uland,  to  dwoll  amongst  us."t 

"  Item,  that  no  strangers  shall  in  future  be  permitted  to  lire  in 
this  island,  unices  they  shall  first  havo  produced  proof  of  their 
good  bohariour,  and  delivered  sulTicient  sureties  from  inhabitants 
that  neither  they  nor  their  children  nor  fiunily  shall  thereafter  be 
a  charge  to  the  church  or  the  parish  where  they  dwell,  but  that  if 
they  come  to  want,  their  sureties  i^hall  be  compelled  to  maintain 
them  and  to  provide  for  all  their  necessities."  t 

"  Ttem,  that  no  young  children,  nor  others  of  more  matore  ag«, 
shall  go  begging  in  the  island,  but  that  their  nearest  relations 
shall  be  compelled  to  receive  them  and  to  keep  them  or  place  them 
in  service,  or  send  them  out  of  the  country  to  learn  a  calling  by 
which  to  cam  their  living  ;  or  if  they  have  no  relations,  or  that 
they  arc  poor  and  without  the  means  of  supporting  them,  the 
constables  shall  take  charge  of  them,  and  shall  do  their  duty 
towards  them  at  the  common  and  public  cost,  each  in  his  parish; 
and  that  the  poor  ngod  persons  who  hove  no  means  of  livelihood 
or  work,  shall  be  relieved,  each  in  his  parish,  by  the  alma  of  the 
church,  without  going  out  to  beg,  if  thej  have  not  the  special 
license  of  the  Court  for  it."  S 

*  "Ildtn,  que  nula  eetmngen  ne  garcturoat  lops,  nc  tiendront  tavenui,  ac 
Canlfmnt  boutiqiiD  otivcrt*--  pnnr  ntaillcj-  aucunen  marcbuuliiM  «d  t«ti>M 
mivcnir,  except^  r«ux  le»|ueln  ont  eu  i]e  ce  specialla  licence  par  ey  derant  ue 
Monsieur  le  Oaiivemfiiir  dumnt  Iiw  tmublM  de  U  Pnnc« ;  nt  mns  pr^ndice 
dcs  colportcTirD  m\  niitn>fl  niarchaodB,  lewiaels  venanta  en  cute  isle  cxfMMrojmt 
leum  msrcliaiKiuw  en  vente  pour  U  vnjAitr.'' 

f  "  IlcEQ,  ijiic  nula  ontranf;em  forsins  ne  neront  pemiis  <je  se  mariw  «n  ccatc 
it\v,  pour  hiibiwr  eatre  nouB." 

J  •'  Item,  qii'aiiconctHtrQTigfintii  I'ndvfnir  ncnepftiitpormis  dtmmrcren  c«rts 
isle,  einon  ouc  p^«llli^^ement  ibi  ayent  nppani  iI'a-tteiitalioQ  de  leur  lK>n  c«b- 
port,  et  baillu  pledges  nuttiaiuitJi  dea  ImnitAiits  mi'ciu  nc  leuw  enronU  n* 
inmillune  wroiit  pnis  api^x  en  aacune  charge  h  I'cKliie  ii?  ^  la  paroysne  oit 
demCTinsroTit ;  dini  que  ti'iW  leur  advonoyt  nec««ite,  leurs  pledges  acroyut  eon- 
tminU  du  lei>  nuurir  ct  tear  suhvenJr  de  toulc«  Ivur  DcvGwtWx." 

^  "  Item,  unit  iiul»  jeiinea  enEantM,  n«  aultKii  de  plus  competeDt  afe,  it'vroat 
manilisnt  par  1'isU-,  aina  que  Icur  procliahu  parens  »r<mt  fonlraintH  Ira 
recuFilltr  el  pinler  ou  iinfttre  pn  wrvic*,  rm  envoyer  hor»  Ih  prtV"  ttpprrndr* 
meltier  k  gsj^er  Ipur  vie  ;  on  AU  n'onl  pnr«n^  on  nn^la  toypnt  pntivn**  ei  una 
tnoyens  de  leur  suliveuir,  U's  coanvflaliles  Buroat  <lv  ce  le  «olii,  ct  co  ftrronl  Iput 
dtvoyr  siix  fnii»  communs  H  publickn,  chuLun  en  »a  piim\-««o  ;  «t  qii*  Int 
panvresancienncB  peTRonDGB  qtii  n'ont  iiioyvu  de  vivre  ne  travailter,  aerunt 
mbvenopn,  rtmrtm  m  m  j«rin'»«,  ir*  ftiwiio»ne(»  d*  I'l^liie,  Mas  allrr  man- 
diaot  s'ilfl  ii'oiil  <iti  ce  epecialle  licence  de  Juclice." 
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AND  BEGGARS  AXD  BEOOrNG. 


AGS 


The  foregoing  regulations  appear  aomcwhat  scvoro  toworda 
stran^ra  and  uHcna,  but  with  such  a  dense  population  aa  then 
existed  in  the  island  and  such  limited  moana  of  siibi^istonce,  there 
WM  Tio  doubt  aome  necessity  for  thera.  With  respect  to  alieiis, 
their  residence  in  any  largo  number  might  havo  been  dangereua 
in  case  of  a  imflden  outbreak  of  war  between  England  and  Fmnce. 

In  15ft7  the  first  clear  indication  of  a  poor  rate  appeara,  the 
necewitous  tip  to  this  time  having  been  apparently  relieved  by 
private  charity,  collcctionfl  made  at  the  church  doors,  legacies,  and 
rent  charges  on  hind.     It  i»  contained  in  the  following  article: — 

'*  Item,  that  the  persons  who  languish  in  their  homes  and  hare 
not  the  means  of  soliciting  charity  from  thoae  in  their  parish,  who 
might  be  inclined  to  assist  them,  shall  be  supported  at  the  common 
cost  of  the  public,  every  one  in  his  parish,  and  for  this  purpose 
contributions  shall  be  made  and  levied  by  the  said  Con^tablce  and 
Douzame,  of  which  they  shall  also  keep  a  good  account."* 

lo   IGll  all  these  ordinances  were   revised  and   consolidated 

into  one,  by  the  Ut  Art.  of  which  no  person  whatever  above  ihe  age 

of  fourteen  wu  allowed  to  beg  without  a  licence,  and  if  found  so 

doing  was  to  be  put  by  the  Constables  into  the  stocks  for  the  first 

offence,  whipped  with  rods  in  private  by  order  of  Justice  for  the 

second,  and  flogged  publicly  by  the  hangman,  by  the  same  order, 

for  the  third,  tJl  at  the  expense  of  the  parish  in  which  they  were 

tftken.     By  the  2nd  An,  children  under  fourteen  found  bogging 

without  the  knowledge  of  their  purenta  were  to  be  taken  to  the 

Dearest  pariah  Bchool  and  then  whipped ;  but  if  their  parents  or 

guardians  had  allowed  them  to  go  bugging  then  these  were  to  bo 

brought  before  the  Royal  Court,  and  punished  as  if  they  hud  them- 

selvea  been  found  begging.     By  the  3rd  Art.  the  Cocstabloa  and 

Dotueniers  of  each  parish  are  bound  to  make  a  rate  tvice  a  year 

for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

*  *'  Item,  que  les  pcrsuonw  qui  I&nRtu««nt  en  leun  msisons  et  nVmt  moyen 
de  demADtJi-T  in  chantt'^  de  <%iih  qui  rn  leur  panjBia  lu  ronltSroyeirt  uri^tfer, 
tcrutit  cHtreteDUB  aux  communs  traia  <lu  piilmL-q,  uug  cliacun  en  sa  poroysiM,  et 

Bmr  cfl  biro  sera  fniiM  et  IcWv  iin«  cniitHltitii'ii  par  Ics  ilita  cauiic&ulileii  et 
DUu^v,'  du  r]uoy  ausay  iU  tmnleront  un^  buu  lyvr«," 

'  The  "  Dnti7iiiiw> "  io  a  {kinKhial  btxiy  of  twelve  men,  elected  by  the  rate- 
ptvera,  ondpreaided  over  by  the  n-nwr  nf  thfl  two  cnnstables,  who  arc  iiimliftrly 
elected.  TB^y  have  the  Miperinltmltfiice  of  the  roods,  the  auewtii^ot  of  taxei*, 
uid  the  mc— neat  of  the  value  of  land  for  the  ]>urTm»e  of  (liTJrion  amoiiR 
co-bein,  and  they  nlao  aMi^n  to  the  elili«t  ton  the  portion  <c«l[eii  "h 
pr^put'")  lo  whicli  he  hu  a  right  beyond  the  portion  tiUotled  to  hia  hrothen 
uidsul«n. 


id 
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The  ciril  wars  in  the  reigii  of  Charleit  I.  appear  to  hare  had  h 
very  disastrous  effect  on  the  prosperity  of  the  [aland,  and  the 
restoration  found  it  very  much  impovorisbed.  In  1684--'i  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ordinances  rehiting  to  the  poor  and  mendicants  were 
re-enacted  with  the  following  preamble: — 

'*  Upon  complaint  made  hy  the  Crown  oiBcors  of  the  great  abuses 
and  disorders  committed  in  this  island  hy  many  persona  who,  under 
the  pretence  of  poverty,  give  iheinsulvea  tip  to  evil  practices  and 
lead  a  scandalous  life,  preferring  to  remain  idle  and  to  be  vaga- 
bonds than  to  apply  iheuist-lrue  to  any  employnieut,  through  the 
habit  which  they  have  acquired  of  begging,  diverting  by  this 
means  the  charity  due  to  the  peer  and  necessitous,  to  the  intoler- 
able vexation  of  the  public,  the  scandal  of  good  people,  and  the 
dishonour  of  the  inbabitants.     To  remedy  which,  &o."* 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  extracts  that  the  treatment  of  paupers 
and  beggura  did  not  differ  much,  if  at  all,  from  what  was  eu»- 
tomary  at  the  same  period  in  Kngland.  Mendicity  has  always 
been  discouraged,  and  may  be  said  sourcely  to  exist  In  the  present 
day.  It  would  probably  disappear  entirely  were  it  not  for  the 
mistaken  kindncae  of  some  and  the  hiziness  of  others  who  will  not 
iako  the  troubto  of  inquiring  into  the  circamsianeca  and  characters 
of  ihoeo  whom  they  relievo.  Pouperiam  boa  certainly  increased 
very  considerably  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  and 
that  in  a  great  measure  from  tho  influx  of  strangers.  The  0  uernj)ey 
nten.  as  a  rule,  are  thrifty,  and  in  many  instancea  will  bear  with 
great  privatioTiB  rather  than  apply  for  Pariah  relief,  hut  it  is  not  an 
with  strangers.  They  soon  get  demoraliflcd  by  the  temptation 
uHbrded  by  the  cheapness  of  spirits,  and,  neglecting  their  children, 
these  grow  up  in  habits  of  idleness,  and  ofWn  end  in  becoming 
paupers  and  chargeable.  In  the  town  and  parish  of  St.  Peter 
Port,  the  population  of  which  by  the  last  census  was  about  17,000, 
there  i.*"  an  institution  combining  a  }Iospital  for  sick  and  infirm 
persons  with  a  poor-house,  and  in  thi-s,  in  which,  except  in  cases  of 
accident  or  sickuess,  none  but  parishioners  are  admitted,  out  of  231} 


*  "  Sur  In  pluintv  fiiitc  jwr  \m  Oificivrs  du  Rot  iles  gmnil«  abus  et  deeordrea' 
(|iiy  Dti  coiiuiK-ltfiit  fii  retle  IhLu  par  ptuitieurs  )H.'Faoiiiiea  qtiy,  wtuU  pretext*  iW 
IMiivrrtif,  s'wlonnt'nt  h  irnU  fuiiv  i-t  iuchul-ih  line  vie  KCdiKlnilvtiBc,  nymani 
iiHetix  M  louii'  t>yii«ux  «t  i-lrti  vii;{iil>iiii4Jii  ijiie  de  te  uiettiv  h  ijueltjue  travail, 
|ui)  rnbiciidp.  qii'ilsont  priiisD  dc  |*ueiiBcr,  tlcrobaat  |uii-  ii-  movL'n  la  chsrttr 
ilvitc  aiix  paiivnM  *t  nWrMoitrnx,  k  I'hilnlrmlili^  vexattun  <]n  puMic,  scaadolle 
d#«  gens  tie  bu-n,  et  iltifibratieiir  d«s  hatitaiitii.    Pour  k  t^iioi  remedier,  ftc." 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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inmates,  135  bear  names  which  do  not  originally  belong  to  the 
Uland.  Of  194  pamhioners  receiving  out-door  relief,  1 18  boar  also 
eppellationa  which  prove  that  either  they  or  their  ancestors  came 
from  without  Besides  these,  who  may  be  looked  upon  as  per> 
manent  paupers,  there  are  others  to  about  the  number  of  190  who 
are  receiving  casual  and  temporary  relief,  and  of  these  152  appear 
to  be  strangers  to  the  island,  judging  at  least  from  their  names. 
Probably  before  the  beginning  of  the  preseat  century,  there  were 
not  many  titrangere  of  low  degree  residing  in  the  isUud,  but  during 
the  long  wars  on  the  Continent  there  were  frequently  four,  five,  or 
more  rcgimenta  stationed  there.  The  men  were  sometimes  dis- 
charged there,  and  remained  as  residents  in  the  island,  or  iTdiit- 
charged  at  any  uoigbbouring  ports  in  England  returned  thither, 
especially  if  they  had  chanced  to  marry  natives  of  Ouemsuy. 
Uany  fann-labuurere  have  at  different  times  gone  over  fivm  Dor- 
setshire, Buvousliire,  and  Hampshire,  and  quarrymcn  from  Corn- 
wall. The  decline  of  some  manufactures  too  in  the  soutberu 
counties  has  driven  several  of  tbe  factory  hands  over  to  the  island, 
and  about  thirty  years  ago  many  of  the  men  brought  up  fur  theft 
and  even  burglaries  came  from  Crewkei-ne  and  its  neigh bourbuod. 
A  good  many  low  Irish  too  6nd  their  way  to  tlie  ii^tund.  It  is 
perhaps  fortunate  that  the  islands  are  not  as  near  Ireland  as  the 
Jale  of  Man,  or  they  would  probably  be  inundated  with  Irish 
beggars.  A  little  time  ago,  a  lady  who  gave  some  trilling  relief 
to  on  old  Irishwoman  was  tliankod  in  the  most  effusive  manner, 
the  recipient  ending  her  speuob  by  saying  "  that  she  would  write 
to  her  friends  in  Ireland  to  come  over,  as  the  gentry  were  so  very 
kind  to  the  poor."  The  foregoing  fauts  show  the  nature  of  the 
pauperism  that  exists  in  the  island ;  the  greater  part  of  it  is  dis- 
tinctly traceable  to  intemi»jrauce,  the  cheupnesj^  of  spirits  there 
being  an  irreeistible  temptatiuu  to  men,  and  women  too,  who  have 
always  been  aocastomed  to  look  upon  them  as  a  luziiry.* 

*  Willi  tbe  cxcoptina  of  tbu  truiialatioii  of  the  ordlimnres,  the  wliule  of  the 
aooouiil  uf  CriwTtuey  is  du«  U>  tL«  kiuilueid  uf  Sir  KJ^ar  Mtu,'C'uLlu<:l),  Buililf  of 
ItheUlatuL 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  SECRET  JARGON  OF  THE  VAGRANT  AND  MENDICANT. 

First  accounts  of  the  cant  language  in  England — Harman's  vocabulary,  1567— 
Constituent  elements  of  the  vocabulary — Derivation  of  the  words  bvj;^ 
and  rouue — Derivation  of  cant  words  &om  the  Welsh,  Gaelic,  Erw, 
Manx,  Lowland  Scotch,  Latin,  Provincial  English,  Gypsy,  and  from  foreign 
languages — Metaphorical  terou — Modem  cant 

The  first  account  we  have.of  the  Oant  language  in  England  is 
that  published  by  Harnum,  in  his  Caveat  for  Cursetors,  ia  the 
year  1567.     Speaking  of  its  origin  he  says — 

"  As  far  as  I  can  learne  or  understand  by  the  examination  of  a 
number  of  them  their  languag — which  they  terme  peddelan 
Frenche  or  Canting — began  but  within  these  xxx  yeeres,  or  lytle 
above ;  and  that  the  first  inventor  tberof  was  hanged,  all  save  the 
head ;  for  that  is  the  fynall  end  of  them  all,  or  ele  to  dye  of  some 
filthy  and  horyble  diseases ;  but  much  harme  is  don  in  the  meane 
space  by  their  continuance,  as  some  x.,  xii.,  and  xvi.  yeares  before 
they  be  consumed,  and  the  number  of  them  doth  dayly  renew." 

Harrison,  in  bis  description  of  England  (1577),  says,  "More- 
over in  counterfeiting  the  Egyptian  roges  they  have  devised  a 
language  among  themselves,  which  they  name  Canting  but 
others  pedler's  French  a  speach  compact  thirtie  yeares  since  of 
English,  and  a  great  number  of  od  words  of  their  own©  devising, 
without  all  order  or  reason :  and  yet  such  is  it  as  none  but  them- 
selves are  able  to  understand.  The  first  deviser  thereof  was 
hanged  by  the  necke  a  just  reward  no  doubt  for  his  deserts,  and 
a  common  end  to  all  that  profession."  And  Samuel  Rowlands, 
writing  in  the  year  1610,  thus  speaks  of  the  foundation  of  this 
jargon  :  '*  First  of  all  they  thinke  it  fit  to  devise  a  certaine  hinde 
of  language,  to  the  end  their  couseninga,  knaveries  villanies 
might  not  be  so  easily  perceived  and  knowne,  in  places  where 
they  come ;  and  this  their  language  they  spunne  out  of  three 
other  tongues,  viz.  Latine,  English,  and  Dutch :  these  three 
especially,  notwithstanding  some  few  words  they  borowed  of  the 
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ipanish  and  French.  They  also  gove  niimea  to  Bach  persona  of 
their  Company  according  to  the  kind  of  lifo  that  ho  uitdurtooke  : 
aa  for  example  a  common  begger  or  roguo  they  termed  a  Clapper- 
dudgeon." 

All  these  statements  regarding  the  origin  of  tho  language  are 
little  hotter  than  guesftes  at  tho  truth.  It  is  probable  that  after 
the  arrival  of  the  gypsies  in  England,  about  the  year  1-505,  the 
example  of  thoir  language,  which  was  perfect  in  itsolf,  atimulatod 
Knglish  vagabonds  to  polish  and  improve  their  Cant  so  as  to 
mako  it  a  eurront  medium  of  speech ;  hut  no  single  individual  has 
ever  yet  invented  a  spoken  language,  and  cant  words  must  have 
existed  long  before  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 
I  Tho  earliest  specimen  of  Cunt  aa  yet  dlscovorcd  in  a  concreta 
form  ia  to  bo  met  with  in  the  following  cxtract«  from  the  Ifi/e 
»my  to  the  Spi/tUi  TTome*  written  by  Itoh^ri  Copiaml  about  the 
year  1535,  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue  between  himself  and  tho 
porter  of  St.  Bartholomew's  ITospital ; — 

OofiUtniL    Syr.  yet  then-  i*  nTii'thiTC-niiymny 

Uf  the  eome  sect,  that  live  more  Bubtylly 

And  hn  in  itianvr  us  nmyslvr  wiinlnyiis 

To  v'honi  thePin  ro);er«'  obey  o^  cii{ntayiiB 

And  be  named  clewn«iv,'  a*  I  hen*  wiy 
•  «  ■  *  ■ 

Come  none  of  thew  peJlew  thi»  w«t  al(«i\ 
With  Ytk  on  bak,  with  their  bousy  »  Bpcclie 
Jaipted  and  n)tged  wiLli  brvkeii  liosu  uud  bt«cli«  f 

Imiw,  ynow  ;  vritb  bonny  coue  ntamu-d  nan-** 

Tenrt^  ihe  pntryntf  coa«  •*  in  the  (Wkiuaii  auK  " 
Dxcke"]  the  Llell*  fora  coper  tn*rt»* 

Hi*  wrttfh  ••  fliinll  frng  "*  a  nniiiinfia  "  unbc.lu'le  •'* 
CJysrum"  by  Kahiiuii  '"and  lliou  nhalt  |>e)t  my  jerw'" 

In  thy  giiu  •*■  for  my  wntiti  it  in  nnrt  jjew  " 
For  the  bene  bouse  '■"  my  wnlch  liath  a  covu 

And  Ibun  llicy  Iwbbli-,  t>ll  thi-yr  tlii^ft  is  thyn 
I  woie  not  what  with  llu-ir  litdlyiij;  fivnehe.*" 
Thic  WM  in  IftW   iils^inrtiKMl    with  some  tttror*  hy  Drkkrr  in  hu-  "  /,uii- 
^Uuirtu  aiki  CandU-lig!u"  as  l\iEi  ori;nnal  poetry  nf  a  lanler  making  rbyniPH  i» 
Ilia  own  longUKK*-     VtiiMtr  dues  nut,  liowuver,  Klteniiit  lo  ilvciplier  the  uuit. 
■  Bogne.    Ene,  rua^airK,  an  mnUw. 

•  Owl.  rJiMiiwdr,  Erw,  chutiitirf,  ti  ainiunB  felli'w,  a  liypocrite, 
'  Crajmloiia.  ■•  Drnnken.  '  I'Mt-At.  ■  Ktf;hL 
'  IX-flow-LTed  tJic  fpti,                                    *  For  a  copper  holTpenny. 

•  He  (hu  wUk—lie  ;  my  mttfA — me). 

*•  Swil.    A.S./ni«7.  a  Kn^^I'i  boif,    Icel/imyr,  a  baal,  t«k«,gnin,  bo*ity. 
"  Prince.     Env,]ini>Hn»ii.  "  A  li:it  ur  ca|>, 

"  TjtiwUnd  StiiWj,  K'yrw-fifjm,  theeqaivnlent  nf  the  Kngliitb  gnmenf  I  spy  I. 
"  Oath,  (lip*y,  mutfih'jUnnvi.  '*  C!ael.  twiwir,  ifitrn'iiii'nl, 

"  A  numth.     CnmiAh,  gaitt\e.         "Ctrtainlv.    A-S-i/riy.       ■'  ApHul  iliiiik. 
'■  Cant  kni^iia};).'.  The  woidd  nuikvl  *  ajipear  la  HaniiunV  w"ik 

\\   It  'i. 


^^^^^«^^^^^^^5oe.vnts  a5 

■J    VAvllA^v-'l  1                                                    ^^^^1 

^^^B             The  following  list  of  cant  words  is  given  by  Hitnnan  at  Ihe  end  ^^ 

^^^H         of  hid  work : — 

^^^H           Knit,  A  heiuL 

QiMian,  chec««.                                             J 

^^^H          NnWhct,  »  hAt  or  tap. 

Yaram.t  inylke.                                 ^H 

^^^H           lllai^ycty.  4!Tee. 

Lap,  batt«r  milke  or  whey.                 ^^M 
P#k,  meatft                                       ^^M 

^^^H          A  »m>:lliiig  chcto,  a  Doee. 

^^^H          Oon.  K  uivuth. 

FnpiwUrs  pomge^                            ^^M 
Riirfpck,bftl»n.                                ^ 

^^^H          A  oDTiiiuiaaion,  a  shiertt 

^^^H           Urawvrs,  lio««ii. 

A  uruatintt  cbete  or  a  [Mtricoa  kyv- 

cnen,  a  pyR. 

^^^H             Btaiiipmis  aboo«fl. 

^^^^H           A  iiii>]liutt  cLvIu,  a  naplcyTi. 

A  cakliiig  elicit,  a  cocke  or  capon. 

^^^H           A  twllv  ■■hctc-,  an  apcm. 

A  tnergor}'  prat«r,  a  hen. 

^^^^H            Dmli'S,  clotlii'v. 

A  roficr  or  tjrb  ot  Uie   buttery,  a 

^^^H           A  lag  uf  dudt;.%  a  bQicke  of  c1ol1)M. 

gOOM. 

^^^H          A  siabB  or  elah-a,  a  thivle  or  thetci. 

^^^^^           Lyblwgv,  a  bed. 

dnike  or  duck. 

^^^^^          nuu;;e,  a  puree. 

nrannitm,  conu. 

^^^H            Liuwn.-,  iiiany«. 

A  lovtliiiige  chete,  a  cowe. 

^^^H            Mynt,  );o1de. 

A  hlvtin;;  chvtr.  a  ralfL-  or  tthcepe. 

^^^H           A  b<inl,  a  ulijUiiig. 

TJii^  iijich  jtt'l,  tin-  hjub  wayu. 
Tliu  rutfncuu).  the  voAm  or  IniidiM. 

^^^H           llalfc  a  horde,  dxpenee. 

^^^1            FUgn,  a  tP^M- 

A  Nmrnin;{i;r.hiHr,afian1euororchant. 

^^^H          A  w>-n,  a 

CnLseitifiD  chetes,  apehi,  pcares,  aronye 

^^^H           A  niuke,  a  haUe  {wnjr. 

ottii^r  friilc. 

^^^H           Bowse,  dryttke. 

To  fylcfae,  to  bcAte,  to  Rtrykc,  tn  mhba. 
To  nyp  a  bonng«,  to  cut  n  piirxvn. 

^^^H           Benehyp^  vtxy  good. 

To  sliower  the  crainp  ring&,  to  wtait 

^^^H           Buf&  a  doK. 

boltM  or  fetient. 

^^^^H            The  li({btniaiiM,  the  davp. 

To  here  a  bou^h,  to  n>bhe  or  HAc  a 

^^^H           The  darkttmaoK,  the  nyghL 

boew«th. 

^^^H            Borne  Tyl«,  London. 

To  dy  lie  Rerke,  to  be  whyppwi. 

^^^^1           DewM  a  Tjlc,  the  countrey. 

To  ciiltt  Ia«iiI«,  to  ^pfake  (itiiily. 

^^^^H            Rome  mott,  the  i^eue. 

To  cutte  bene  whydda,  to  spesk*  or 

^^^^^           A  gentry  cofu,  a  iiohle  or  gentleman. 

gcvb  g(K)d  wonhit 

^^^^B            A   gentry   taorte,  a  noliltf  vt  gontlu 

To  cutte  qiiyiv  whvddes,  to  fftvv  cvtU 

^^^^H 

wonlea  or  erell  Uognage, 

^^^^1           The  quyer  cuifyn,  the  Juitiwr   of 

To  catte,  to  toya                               . 

^^^^B               peace. 

Qnaromea,  a  body.                          ^^M 

^^^H           The  liinnao  beck,  the  cotmatable. 

Prat,  a  bottoeke.                               ^H 

^^^H           I'he  bamiatu,  the  sUKkuL 

Slampea,  htfsea.                                  ^^| 
A  easier,  a  i-loke.                           ^^M 

^^^^^           Qiiverkyn,  a  prysoti  house. 

^^^^R           Qmer  crampnni|ca,  boltca  or  fetters. 

A  togeman,  a  cote.                            ^^H 

^^^H           Trynioge,  hantdRtie. 

A  pnuncar,  a.  horsfc                         ^^M 

^^^^V            Chattea,  tb«  gallowes. 

Aulem,  a  cburch.                                 ^^H 

^^^H           A  pmtUiiK  cheto,  a  loooge. 

Saluniun.  ii  alter  or  miiwa.               ^^M 

^^^^P            Oriuhing  chetes,  tc«th. 

I'litrit-o,  a  prir*!.                                   ^^H 

^^^^1           Hmring  cliL;tt4,  carva. 

Nfiwigent,  a  uunne.                           ^^| 

^^^^H            Funblea,  humleH. 

A  Kylm,  a  writing                               ^^H 
A  lurke,  a  eMl&                               ^^H 

^^^H           A  tiimhiing  cheiv,  a  rynga  on  thy 

^^^^1 

A  ken,  a  bvoM.                                   ^^H 

^^^H           Qui«i>|  nought. 

A  Blanlingu  ken,  a  hooM  that  wyR 

^^^H           A  mce,  a  quarto  pot. 
^^^^B            A  Mew,  a  i^upi>e. 

tVGcavc  etolcn  wore. 

A  bousing  ken,  a  ale  bonMt 

^^^^L^     t^nain,*  bmid. 

A  lypkui,  a  boBse  to  lye  in. 

^^^^^^b      *  The  1673  cUitioa  rewleirunTitini. 

t  The  1&73  edition  reads  funm. 
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A  lyl'tifi^,  a  b«dil& 

{iljriiinMr,  lyn*. 

Borne  boune,  wyne. 

Lii^>,  w-nter. 

A  ekvp|M>r,  a  barnb 

HIttmiiiuvII,  etrawe. 

A  ^'etitry  cioTm  keo,  o  noble  or  gpntle- 

iiian'B  boiiw. 
A  pyjofer,  II  <lflOt«. 
Tv  Iwvrre.  to  twe. 
To  bnw«e,  u>  drynke. 
To  niaimae,  to  aske  or  requjie. 
To  stall,  to  Bislce  or  attUine. 


To  cante,  (o  fipoalte. 

To  oiyll  a  kuu,  to  robbe  s  Hoiue. 

To  w/Kge,  to  ride. 

To  Qup  the  RVg«r,  to  open  tbe  door. 

To  coach  s  Dog8he*d»  to  Ijre  down 

and  tliep^. 
To  ny^^le,  to  bare  to  do  wJLh  a  woman 

cant  ally. 
Stow  yiiu,  holdc  your  pcAce. 
Uynw  s  wa»tv,  g<>  vou  h«iicc. 
To  tb'e  nifRoii,  to  t)i«  detrell. 
Tlie  rulliaQ  cly  tlie,  ti)«  ilevyll  take 

thee. 


» 


The  following  cant  words  are  also  uaed  in  the  work,  thoagh 
not  iscloded  in  iho  vocubultkry  : — 


Abroliau  meoi,  tfaflae  tbat  fci(^  tbem- 

M^UcH  to  have  been  umiI. 
AutciD  moiteB,  married  w»m«n, "  they 

be  ua  cbaat*  m  •  cow.' 
BaudvB  buketa,  wom{>n  vhn  fpy  with 

bttitkeUt  ant)  cap  camx  on  tUeir  onus. 
B«»Gk,  a  rotiBtablc. 
Bitna  buwep,  jrood  ilrink. 
Bcray,  dung,  dirty. 
Booget,  a  traTelltn;;  tinker's  baskflt 
BotUtl  of  stnwi!,  «  truss. 
BuekSf  buketa. 
Cb«te,  a  tbiug. 
(Tlapwr  dHdfj-win,  another  name  for  n. 

pailtnnl. 
Cly,  t»>  tttkt,  or  bflVft. 
C'ufe,  an  individual. 
Cnmkc,  the  Mlitig  evU. 
Cultin,  a  man. 
Dtll,  a  yoQDg  weocb. 
Dock,  to  ilcllowvr. 
I>ozM,  nncbarte  (tirls. 
Fn«ton,  Ui\-uiktlitrL'r>i. 
Frater,  a  prelKudi-'l  i-olleclfir  of  ft!in« 

for  MJiuv  bGnevo)i.-iii  i^hjeuu 
Freabe  water  iiiorincni,  Hbivni  Mulon. 
Q«ny,  excnunvnU 


Oyllot,  a  prostitute. 
JurkfiiLin,  one  wbn  mnkoe   wrilinga 
and  act  neala  fur  licencea  and  jiaa- 

Kynohin  t.n,  a  yonng  boy  brought  up 

to  vii)^bondu^\ 
Kynclunp  nioTt«,  a  little  girl  brought 

up  to  vajjaboudBife. 
Lycke,  to  l>eiit. 
Lvp,  tn  lie  df>wn, 
Morte,  B  woman. 
Xaac,  dniiiken. 
Pallyaid,  a  beggar  witli  maaiifactured 

fOTtS. 

l'el(«,  clothet. 

Prif^'or  of  prauncprs,  a  horse  stc-altrr. 

J^yKX^ti  a  luiuie  aiiplied  Ui  dtuiikea 

tinkcra, 
Quiru  lird.  one  who  boa  lat«ly  como 

out  of  prttoD. 
Roinu,g(wd. 
ToRemani,  a  cloak. 
Waiob  :  luy  wuU'b,  me ;  onrwatdi.iUL 
Wliyddes,  Wdnls, 
AVIiip  Juckc,  u  hIimu  sailor. 
Wylde  ru^L-,  a  born  beg)[ar. 


Tho  constituent  ulementH  of  tbia  vocabulary,  and  the  cant  words 
ahown  iu  the  oxlraui  from  the  "  Spyttel  Houac,"  ore  in  ucctirdance 
with  the  hi»loriciil  l«Htimoiiy  of  the  Statutes. 

The  Act  5  Edw.  IIL,  c.  14,  uffords  evidence  of  the  advent  of  tho 

Welsh  GttYstirr,  or  unbidden  guest,  into  England  prior  to  tho  year 

]'i3I ;  and  we  should  accordiTigly  expuct  to  tiud  that  he  hud  contri- 

iliuted  his  quota  towuiV      '     '''>rmation  of  a  accrot  vocabulary  of 
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rascaldom — an  expectation  which  would  be  well  founded,  asa  number 
of  the  words  are  Welsh.*  The  same  anticipation  would  be  verifit^ 
with  regard  to  Irish,  Scotch,  and  Manx  vagabonds  who  are  legis- 
luted  against  at  a  later  period  ;  though  as  their  languages  are  so 
much  alike  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discriminate  between  their 
respective  contributions,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Lowland  Scotch, 
which  is  also  represented.  The  suppression  of  the  monasteries 
sent  a  number  of  dissolute  monks  and  monastic  dependents  wan* 
dering  over  the  country,  and  they  no  doubt  supplied  the  Latin 
roots  found  in  the  jargon.  The  gypsies  contributed  a  few  words; 
a  small  number  of  French  words  have  probably  come  from  the 
Channel  Islands;  and  the  remainder  appear  to  be  made  up  of 
provincial  English,  a  few  foreign  words,  and  a  good  many  ordinary 
words  used  in  a  metaphorical  sense. 

It  seems  curious  that  two  of  the  words  which  represent  the 
class  as  a  whole,  namely,  the  words  beggar  and  rogue,  shoold 
hitherto  have  eluded  the  skill  of  the  etymologist  in  determining 
their  origin. 

As  to  the  word  beggar,  in  the  Norman-French  of  our  lair 
courts  we  find  the  word  beogauni,  begging,  but  the  word  is  n<>t 
French.  Wihter  and  other  authorities  appear  to  think  that  it 
must  have  sprung  either  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  biddan,  to 
ask,  to  pray  ;  or  from  bf^lg,  a  bag,  referring  to  the  bag  which 
mendicants  carried  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  victuals  or  food. 
Another  derivation,  but  an  improbable  one  for  many  reasons,  is 
from  the  Beguards  or  B^guins  and  the  Beguuies.  The  first  two 
of  these  names  appear  to  have  been  borne  in  the  thirteenth  century 
both  by  certain  heretics  who  pretended  to  be  immaculate,  and 
also  by  converts  to  the  fraternity  of  the  third  order  of  St.  Francis. 
The  B^guinea  were  an  order  of  nuns  who  are  said  to  have  derived 
their  nume  from  Sainfe  Beggha  or  Bcgghe,  a  Duchess  of  Brubaut 
who  adopted  a  rehgious  life  in  680,  and  died  about  692. 

The  two  most  probable  sources  of  the  word  appear  to  be  the 
Welsh  or  the  Swedish  or  Danish  or  Qerman  through  the  Lowland 
Scotch. 

The  Welsh  begegyr,  a  drone,  which  ia  also  used  metaphorically 

•  In  Peers  Ploughman,  circa  13fi2,  Grifin  the  Wehhman  ib  described  as  sitting 
nn  the  aleliouse  bencli  in  company  amon^t  others  with  Sisse  the  Semp»treM ; 
Wat  the  A\'urrener  and  his  wile  drunk  ;  Torn  tlie  Tinker  ;  Dawe  the  ditcher, 
wilh  n  dozen  Ptminpots  kept  by  pig-drivere  and  pickpockets  and  knavish 
tooth- drawers. 
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for  an  idle  vagabond,  aa  in   tlie  fullowing  extract,  would  aptly 
represent  tbe  occupation  of  the  beggar : — 

"  Mnb  (tw(;an,  mae  be^efcr^ 
Gydfl  ehtfi,  o  gtdwch  w>T." 

"Son  nrCvrgikc,  tJitrv  is  a  ilionevitli  you  :  0  Good  men  fly  ftom  hbn." 
/>.  ub  Gteilynij  am  y  Bwa  BaA  (ciita  1369).  ' 

It  should  be  noticed  that  until  within  tho  lost  hundred  years 
the  word  is  almost  invariably  spiilt  begijer,  which  oecords  very 
closely  with  begiyyr.  On  tbe  uthor  hand,  wo  hare  in  Swedieli 
bnjar,  dosirc^  a])potite  :  in  Danish  bi'n/tf-r,  to  desire,  to  demand  ;  and 
in  tierman  lnvjin;  desiro,  longing;  all  of  which  bear  an  analogy 
to  the  vocation  of  the  beggar.  One  or  other  of  these  word&  may 
have  found  its  way  into  our  latiguuge  through  tbe  Lowland  Scotch, 
though  there  ih  iui  direct  cvidtinL-e  of  tho  fact.  Tlie  origin  of 
tbe  word  ia  evidently  due  to  one  or  otbor  of  these  aources,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  award  the  pulni  to  the  Wekh,  on  aci-uunt  not  only 
of  the  early  iiitroituction  of  Wel^h  t^laiig  into  Englijiid,  but  also 
of  tho  fact  that  begftjifr  is  a  deficripti%'e  uoun,  which  the  others 
are  not. 

StiU  it  in  not  at  all  impOKsihle  that  the  noun  and  the  verb  may 
have  Hprung  from  different  sources,  the  noun  from  the  WeUh 
and  the  verb  from  the  Danish. 

As  to  the  word  rogue,  which  appears  in  our  Statutes  for  the  fir»>t 
lime  in  the  14  Elia.,  c.  5  (1572),  Lambnrd  iu  bis  Eirenarcfm, 
published  in  the  year  1G02,  says ;  "  The  woord  Rogue  is  but  a  late 
Guest  in  our  Law :  for  tho  elder  Statutes  cuU  such  a  one,  a 
valiant,  strong  or  sturdy  Bogger  and  Vaguhoud,  and  it  seemcth 
to  be  fetched  from  tho  Lutiu  Hoifufvr,  an  aaker,  orUcggar,  and  in 
which  tetuv  Marcial  the  PvoL  luug  aiuce  utiud  it  ouyiug  : 

Jnttr  rauov  ullimtu  Itoifatora 
Ont  r/tninaa  pnnu  iriipr'Jn  t/UMJjj. 

And  nuiKi'il  hut  lunuiij;  tliu  nnriu^  Rii>^icx 
In  Tuiue  a  niuntell  may  he  Wa)^  uf  hn'ail 
Su  bad,  IU  huti)^y  liu^;s  diadoiiiu  Ui  b>  tc" 

This  derivation  appears  to  be  the  one  generally  adopf-ed  by 

[Homo  Tooko,  Dr.  Johnson,  Webster,  and  other  comitieutators, 

■ImoBt  the  only  other  offered  being  the  Icplandtc  hrokr,  a  rook  ; 

a  croaking.     Now  the  word  is  a  slang  word,  and  therefore  of  low 

parentage.      In  tbe  year  l'iS7  the  rogue  is  described  as 
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ing  health  and  lijpoorisy  about  him,"  a*  being  a  "  picker  ant- 
stealer,"  and  as  being  ready  "  to  bid  a  man  forthwith  to  deliver 
all  that  he  had,  or  eUe  that  he  would  with  his  staff  boat  out  hi< 
l)rain8."  The  signification  of  the  deacriptire  title  which  he  and 
his  comrades  would  udopt  would  therefore  have  to  accord  with 
the  charaoterutica  of  his  vocation,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that 
"  they  gave  tumes  to  such  pernouK  of  their  company  according  to 
the  kind  of  life  that  he  undertook." 

Now  in  the  Manx  language  we  find  the  word  rwjr,  the 
meaning  of  which,  according  to  Dr.  Kelly,  the  eminent  Manx 
lexicographer,  is  "  An  enemy,  a  plunderer,  an  invader,  a  band  of 
inniders.  When  Christianity  was  first  establifihed  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  the  infidele  that  retired  to  the  mountains  and  lived  by 
plunder  were  called  the  meg  ;  and  when  a  body  of  them  appeared, 
tho  sentinel  gave  the  alarm  by  calling  yn  rutg,  yn  rueff." 

This  word  is  intimately  allied  with  the  Onelt'c,  raaig,  a  porsuit ; 
ruaiffair,  a  pursuer,  chaser,  hunter ;  the  Brse,  maig,  a  ohaae.  incur- 
rioD,  deaeont ;  rriagaire,  an  outlaw,  a  pursuer.  It  is  tho  low- 
land Scotch  rugger,  as  in  the  following  extract  from  a  "  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Western  lalea  of  Scotland  in  the  year  1549,"  by 
Donald  Monro.  Speaking  of  Ronay,  he  nys,  "  tho  samo  havein 
ia  guyed  for  fostering  of  theivea,  nii/gat'ra,  and  reivaira."  Though 
not  of  cognate  origin,  the  Welnh  hrrw,  a  going  about  for  pillage;, 
hfrtcr,  a  depredator  ;  h^ncrtnelh.  vagrancy ;  and  firncriam,  to  lead 
a  roving  life,  convey  pretty  much  the  some  meaning.  In  former 
times  the  porlhtant  hrrtcr,  or  Rubsintence  of  tho  fugitive,  waa  a 
contribution  levied  by  the  lords  morchers  in  certain  distriota 
towards  the  support  of  viigranta,  with  a  view  to  preserve  tho 
country  from  their  depredations. 

The  extracts  from  the  "  Spyttel  House  "  show  that  "  roger  "  • 
(the  g  evidently  pronounced  lt<ml),  another  form  of  the  word, 
was  also  early  in  use  among  the  vagabond  classes,  which  estab- 
lishes a  still  closer  relationship  with  the  Erse  ruagmrf. 

The  meaning  of  the  word  would  therefore  be  understood  by  tho 
rascals  of  all  these  nationalities ;  and  it  couseqiiently  seems 
natural  and  feasible  to  conclude  that  the  word  is  of  Manx  or  Erse 
origin. 

As  regards  tho  vocabulary,  the  Welah  or  Cornish  appear  to  have 
supplied  the  following: — 

'  See  s1h>  the  extract  on  p.  81. 
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Jiaudtff,  obttent ;  baw,  dirt,  mire,  Mcrtinent, 

Bv/tf  a  Jug  :  &M*rA,  u  budt,  Utr  nmlu  of  Atrvutttl  unioialB. 

t^4^fm  JtutijMn,'  n  betQ^r  wiih  iniuiu facturtd  sons  ;  f^qTiin,  a  chaunt,  a 
liymn,  a  »oii|&  The  clnjii'er  dinlueoii  eviJeiitly  uned  the  leper's  aln»  basket 
with  a  elofqter  and  clmunud  hift  aHlictioua  to  the  posttrs-by. 

fyliAc,  to  atoal ;  yipniic,  to  rub  t  (Luwlutd  ikotcb,  ptlk,  to  pitfer,  to  take 
way). 

Chin,  a  Diuutli ;  Coniinh,  ganwt',  a  mouUt ;  WeUb,  fftn,  an  opening,  ajaw. 


_    cmtcA  aAo^t&eml,  to  He  duwn  and  sleep  ;  AAnorf.  A«7''>""<  n^ltitubcr  or  dose. 
tiyeie,  to  beat ;  Uuchio,  to  throw,  to  caaC  or  fling  abatit,  ur  liaehio,  to  tlirow 
•\nj  about,  to  cutlgvl. 
Morlf.,  H  wniiian  ;  -nuiiirifh,  a  iruttTOn  ;  morwi/n,  a  vit;pn,  a  miud. 

hwjt  is  8  bnitbul  Ui  Dutch,  but  nuA  is  not  a  word  of  Dulch  orifjiiL 

noDffbt,  1«d,  or  evil ;  cJiioincti,  craft,  difceil,  or  cuitiiiii|{. 
tprr,  u  Dam  ;  t/Hftihor,  a  bom. 
rryViiirj,  huii^'inK  ;  I^wk.  cemation,  and,  d«DM«a,  Bkath. 
R'AyrJi^^,  wnrdA  ;  ChvtdU,  a  aaying  or  aentenee  :  CKaedia,  to  talk,  to  f^notnp. 

The  Oaelic,  Erie,  and  Manx  lungnages  appear  to  be  responsible 

or  the  followiu^ : — ■ 

Ahmkam  man,  a  feigned   Ruidninn.     GilcI.  and  Erac,  bramanaek,  a   ■Roinf 
lllov. 
dnnwr,  a  master  ra^'abond.     O.  chiaintar,  a  ctmnini?  fellow,  n  h>~pucrile. 
tlaainirt,  diiatNotrf,  a  seducer,  a  lluttcrer.     U.  deafrnu'jh,  a  luiupltir; 
I,  knavery. 

take  or  have.     En«,  r/oiA,  a  enntch. 
imon,  a  »Lurt.    0.  and  £.  cnimit.  e.  vhirt. 
Doek,  to  dcllovcr.     G.  forraieJi.     E.  tmrrdiujh. 
Itrtf  marexavut,    <J.  innnV,  ■n8iiiir«,  duuf.  orduro. 
i^lU^Kit,  a  bed.    G.  and  K.  UahaAh,  Madx,  UiiuliUe,  a  b«il. 
^p,  toUv  duwtL     O.  ami  E.  iuiJht,  a  lyiiijjduwu. 
^^iM£rcn(,  ft  nun.     G.  nuuj,  t'n>m  on  high,  and  jf«an,  a  woniau. 
clothea.    O.  and  K.  piof/,  a  covmng. 
to  ant.     E.  tairiiih,  (}.  loinrK,  to  ocMri^h  after,  pureti«. 
a  penny.    £.  jn'mjhm,  M.  pinij,  a  |Hinny. 
Yaramt  milk.     G.  iwiran,  rrMb  water. 

Lotehtnd  Scotch  uppuara  to  huro  been  the  source  of  the 
riDg  ttJTiiia : — 

Baltd  of  almir,  a  bundle  of  rtraw,  from  the  Fr.  lotieitr,  to  niake  into  bnndlAi. 

D  Scotlaad  the  word  i%  used  both  as  a  n'tnit  and  a  verb,  in  Hn^lunil  aea  noun 
ddIt,  the  S«ot(Ji  bvinc  evidently  tin;  older  and  niorc  perfect  usage. 

iiufka,  bcudcelit.  TTii«  apjieiirt  tii  \x  nn  itutanct!  of  conipuund  metonymv. 
EmiJc  or  hntek  originally  «itn"litd  a  lye  in  which  foul  lin*ni  wn*  rt^rpwi  in  ordi-r 
lu  iU  being  i:lc3nii>ed  ur  wliil<-ni,-<l.  In  ronrw  yf  time  tliu  bulk  of  linen  so 
iiailitid  nuue  U*  lie  ealkd  a  fiUfk,  utnl  llie  b;ihki't  in  which  it  Vitv*  I'nrrird  u  hwk 

naibfd  and  finally   in   ihit  ptvat-nt   in^laiicr  Hie  name  appeals  to  have  been 

Mnmaferrcd  frntu  the  linen  Ut  the  tuu-ket  \\.mM.   H.naum  tut  llaniom  tabum. 

biKtaaoe  of  aiuiple  nivtuiiyniy  of  a  aiaiilur  choivcter. 

•  Alao  called  a  "  Pdlyard."     • 

t  llie  chaoj^e  of  por  t^i  to/ IB  not  linenmmon.  Tlif?  Gr  (pfton^^oj  twcomva 
Uie  Kn^./fMffiUi  Lai.  fnle\u,  Euy./<W;  W.  py»j,  &.S:Jiac. 
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Bynge  a  watU,  go  yon  hence  ;  Bynge,  beenge,  to  cringe,  in  the  way  of  making 
much  obeUance.  Thin  is  evidently  a  tnmsiDiitattoD  of  the  preliminaiy  to  an 
act  into  the  act  itself,  namely,  the  bow  made  on  going  away  into  the  act  uf 
going  away.  A  vxuU  or  avatt  (It  and  Ger.  batta,  enongh)  seems  to  be  added 
for  the  purpose  of  intensifying  the  meaning.  A  aimilai  tninsmutatioa  occura 
in  the  meaning  of  the  word  restive,  which  originally  meant  at  real,  or  in  a 
condition  of  stubbornness,  but  now  in  the  case  of  horses  signifies  the  &eqnuit 
sequence  of  stubbornness,  namely,  restlessness  or  unmliness. 

Chatte$,  the  gallows  ;  ehati,  a  cant  name  for  the  gallows  (Aberdeen). 

Vranke,  the  mlling  evil ;  crank,  infirm,  weak,  in  Dad  condition. 

Cyarum ;  KeerU-oam,  a  game  common  in  Perth.  One  of  the  boys,  selected  by 
lot,  takes  his  station  by  a  wall  with  his  face  turned  to  it  and  covered  with  hia 
hands.  The  rest  of  the  party  run  off  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  closes  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  last  who  disappears  calls  out  Keerie-aam.  The  boy, 
who  has  his  &ce  to  the  waU  then  leaves  his  station,  and  searches  for  thode 
wlio  have  hid  themselves ;  and  the  first  whom  be  lays  hold  of  takes  his  place  in 
the  next  game,  which  is  carried  on  as  the  preceding  one. — Jamiaatm. 

lioxy,  a  prostitute  ;  dacw,  lazy,  restive,  how. 

/>ua('4,  ctutboB ;  rfiufs,  rags,  clothinK-  Regarding  this  word,  JantiMon  remarks : 
"  It  seems  pmbable  that  a  considerable  number  of  what  are  called  cant  E. 
words  or  slang,  and  which  are  generally  viewed  as  formed  by  the  mere  Ecum 
of  Huciety,  have  been  borrowed  by  them  from  the  lower  classes  residing  in  the 
Uitfervnt  provinces  by  whom  they  have  been  transmitted  from  time  inmiemoriAl 
IMuit  Mcins  to  he  of  this  description." 

"  ile  tiHtk  out  his  knife,  loot  a'  his  duddia  &', 
And  he  was  the  hrawest  gentleman  that  was  amang  them  a'." 

The  Jolly  Beggar,  attributed  to  Jama  V. 

Fitmhltt,  hands  ;  ftmmel,  to  select  the  best,  including  the  idea  of  the  Tefu« 
Iwiiig  tliniwn  out,  Swedish /aMin,  arms,  embrace  ;  famla,  to  grope,  to  fumble. 
Diinidh./nm/fr,  to  grope,  to  fumble,  to  finger,  to  handle. 

Myll,  to  rob  ;  viill,  to  steal  (Renfr.). 

Home,  good  ;  rum,  excellent  in  its  kind.  Swed.  and  Dan.  ram,  vast,  laige, 
wide. 

iSlate,  a  Bheet;  alait,  sHtted,  cut 

Stromviell,  straw  ;  ^trammel,  straw.    Dan.  strimmel,  slip,  strip,  ribbon,  shred. 

The  Latiu  appears  to  have  been  the  progenitor  of  the 
following : — 

Bene,  good  ;  lime,  cicellent,  well. 

liirry,  excrement ;  gerra,  trifles,  stuff,  nonsense. 

Gniunnm,  cuni  ;  ijmnHm,  grain,  seed. 

A'lMc,  dninkcii  ;  naiimt,  sickness. 

I'nlriii},  n  ]»ricBt ;  jHitrice,  paternally. 

IWk,  mt'ut ;  /jfrtM,  cattle. 

t,>iiiininir»,  n  Imdy  ;  eonum,  a  skin,  hide. 

^'■iriMiiiii,  bniid  ;  jxiiiw,  bread  (ac. panem). 

i*roviiu'inl  I'iiiglish  appears  to  have  supplied  the  following  : — 

/■Vniy.  diiiin.  dirty ;  Mrmi/,  to  defile  with  ordure. 

/•'.■'■;;.(,  n  (iiivi'lliTin  tinker's  lun^ket;  budi/d,  a  basket. 

r^.f. ,  (Ml  iiitl\  iiMi'd  ill  the  fonimtion  ofnames  euch  as  crashing  cfwkf,  teeih  ; 
tM.  ui'W  •'■..!.,  n  i-i>.k  (ir  <Ji|Kiii,  &('.,  which  ajipeara  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
Uj|ui\  ,iiti\  "  .i;.;;,'. ">.;;.  irimi-tiij/rt,  an  ear  ftlfiiw  or  hare,  ruk-cvijro,  a  tne 
m\\*yi  \\\  0.(1111  ivl  ;  pT fHi/Mi,  nil  earth  thing  or  potato.     The  derivation  seems 


AN1>  BEOQAES  AXD  BEaOING. 


476 


to  ht  iht  Jl8.  eiX,  a  gprm,  (TH^,  flpmiit^  now  rinrilnyrd  in  the  cniDmon  phmse, 
"  Om  wlitilv  kit  oi  tlxvta."  Thv  cliRUin<  oC  the  iuiLml  c  to  c/^  U  very  cuniiuun. 
(iOuaL)  ' 

l>HPt  to  open  ;  ditp  (do  open),  to  open  : — 

**  Then  vp  he  row,  ind  AnnA  hia  elo»e. 
Anil  dupt  Uie  chivmlwr  ^aiitv."~IIamUt  (1604). 

Fatff,  tn  RlcAl,  to  fOAtch.     A.S.  feng,  a  grmp,  a  huj;.     Icel.  /cityr,  haul,  UiJtir, 
gitin,  liuotv. 
fro^f,  a  tiuurt  put ;  gagt,  a  huvl  or  tub  Tor  crcain. 
fili/mnui',  Jire.     A. 8.  y^j-jitn,  n  In-HiUiiij;  linlit,  rrnm  glninin,  In  eliini;. 
KynfheH  co        )  A-S.  ci/n,  oflftjirilig.     O.  S(u.  kind.      Mwli-rn   Engh'ab,  tiif, 
K^Htkrtt  mwU  j      »  rhild. 
Xyyle,  to  have  to  do  with  n  woman  carnalljr ;  niggJi,  to  play  vith,  to  trifle. 

The  following  wcirda  arc  proliubly  of  gjpey  origin  : — 

fiyli,  a  writing  ;  jif>,  tongue.     (lilD.  Jiv.) 

LouTv.  inoitcy  ;  /utnt,  tiioiic}'. 

Maviul.  to  uk  or  reiiuJre ;  wuny,  to  beg.    (Ilin.  AtSijna.) 

Sal'tna/H,  ao  altAr  or  inajw,  au  oath  ;  SaahhoUnniLt,  an  tiath. 

Tbe  foUuwiug  worda  may  be  of  foreign  coctractioa  : — 

Coitekt  to  lie  down.     Frumch.  a>ti.ch<rr,  to  lay,  to  lay  down. 
Nab,  Ik  hemL     DuniJih,  noA,  beak.  bill. 
I''jfi»,  a  towu.     French,  viU*,  a  town. 

The  under  mentioned  words  ei-idently  owe  their  origin  to  one  or 
other  of  the  sources  indicated,  but  ou  account  of  the  near  retem- 
hloncc  of  many  of  the  root  words  it  is  nlrooat  imposeible  to 
identiiy  the  relationship  with  greater  prwieiou. 

Btft,  a  constable.     Welsh,  bug.  Erse,  boedn,  Manx,  Ixuuj,  a  htig'b«ai-. 
Bfwm,  to  dhrk.     Ei*u  niid  Guelic,  buoif,  wutor  ;  Dutch,  buyi»m,  to  drink, 
gnwit  dnift^i,  or  ijuaff  ;  Ijuifnt,  a  gutter  or  cliiinnd  ;  Arabic,  biza,  beer. 
Cant,  Ut  talk.     Uitin,  taato,  Wubh,  rami,  lu  sing. 
CWmn,  cheert.      LnLin,  caxruia,  Welah,  iwiw,  Maux,  caa^ey,  Clipsy,  kaa, 

(Awtars,  R  eloak.  Latin,  oiWn,  ^Velxh,  eantl,  n  cloak,  a  chasuble. 
{Vtu,  6'MjlEn,  an  individual.  Welsh,  e]ffailt,  a.  (nmd,  an  asAociate,  a  com- 
paoiou  ;  Uavlic,  twnWan,  an  awi^tniil,  »  ii'iU'iigni? ;  Lowlnnd  Scotch,  eoffc,  e<if«, 
tvift,  a  menihaoli  a  hawker.  Thin  L/iiU-r  utiii  m  eviil«citly  iillicd  to  the  (lertniin 
havf,  s  pnrchAM,  a  bargain  ;  kav.Jviann,  a  merchant,  a  trodeaiuaii.  lu  Swedish 
kojm  tiieana  a  vench. 

Ikll,  a  voting  wench.  Welsh,  dd,  pert,  aniort ;  Lowland  ScoUih,  dUn,  a 
Inilltm,  a  tlnttem.  from  the  Swedish  (o««),  o  clown,  an  awkward  fellow  ;  t^o- 
%inctu  Euglisb,  dM,  a  young  wench.  D^iwi  tin  dell,  i\mi^\ia^  at  a  wench's 
tail. 

'*  As  iiiltr\-*t  op  UHiirii!  phiicth  the  dovil 
Bo  hiJ-iiuck*  and  lil  bcUin  I-iit^lb  an  evil : 
Put  diciiiu  uiiiuiig  lluui,  liud  dodeing  Ou  dell. 
And  Mni;ll  of  a  beggar  where  ever  ye  dwelL" 

Otwrf  Hiuf/aiuUir  Ltuons,  by  Thomas  Timtr,  1577. 
*  Exlravaganci*  in  appurel. 
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Dummertr,  ft  [iKtenili^  damli  inan.  Wrloh,  ili/miui4iT,  ooa  who  cntlMtm 
euliciU :  Lvwltui'l  :^tuU-li,  domtror,  n  nuuiiuaii  (TwiobUl*). 

OjtU"t,  a  jiiMniilutv.  LxiwUdd  Scotcli,  gu^ltis,  playful,  wanton  wcoelwj 
l*roviut:i«l  Ibu^liah,  (fii/lot,  a  romping  weach. 

"Yfing  TaUita  was  no!  lioroe 
To  In  U)«  piUairu  of  s  Gight  Weneb." 

!Huikui,mn,  Hen.  VI.,  I^  I.,  833. 

f«n,aIioun.     Fenian,  KMn,  fur  iMna,  a  houw:  Arabic,  kanii,  tkentk' 
of  a  test  or  canvas  encloaiire  with  which  a  aoit  of  oouKyard  ia  funtuid  in  ■ 
aunp  -,  a  ecncn.    Ovji^y.  ken%  a  ucat ;  Ht-brow,  kin. 

lAtg,  WMteT.     Wk1.-Ii,  /JuvjA  ;  K»e,  Ivtih  ;  HatVic,  iocK,  &  lalte. 

I.aji,  tnilk.     WcUii,  Uaelh:  Erse,  Uttd.  tuUk. 

Mate,  II  hftlfpeiiuy.     Pm.viiicial  Kn^tub,  mnj,  or  mrUtf  ;  fiowland 
fitwr  or  maiM,  a  cant  term  fur  u  hiilfpcniiy  in  tlic  Wvst  of  Seotiand,  mpedallf^ 
aiuotiu  bojo. 

/'a/jyord,  n  lvg};ar  with  miinnfartiirMl  eorea.  Gaelic,  jnultd,  a  jilaitttf  (4 
salve;  Fmicli,  ]»ullard,tt  wniitoti,  ■  nikv,  fmin  jniii/f,  ttraw,  the  urxlerlnnf; 
iduBt  accortlin^  tn  .SrArf«r,  Vicing  one  whn  nle*^  m-  wallnwa  in  line:  ••ttaW,  tu 
iadicatMB  of  idleuww  and  tnf|ujar>-  »  well  a»  vi  lemJ&ne  aud  dtflwuehcnr. 

Papptlart,  jtrtnidigi'..  Itowliutd  Scotch,  jmU«,  to  Itubble  or  boil  aii  1ik«pat> 
riil^e  ;  WeUh,  pofn-,  to  bake,  to  roast,  to  toast ;  Conusb,  poia*,  to  luce  :  iaiin. 
jiavvu,  to  cat  "pop. 

Pryggtr,  it  tlui^  Provincial  Englieh  or  Lowland  Swtvb,  pri^,  a  thief  (fh>m 
the  A.8.  pruxiAtt,  to  priok> 

£!ibnr,  a  cup.  LAtili,  wufufo,  a  Uttle  dish  or  platter ;  Manx,  iffiliad,  a  sinaU 
kultlu  ;  liip,  lA>u^d17^  a  pl«lt«r. 

Togmaris,  a  coat.  Latin,  («ya,  a  covcrinK,  n  {{anniint :  Lowbind  Scotch,  (dkw, 
ui  ijd  woinau'a  bead-drew  ;  r'i^nch,  tixjw,  a  cap  ;  Icfutt,  a  bcad-drBU. 

In  the  extract  from  Coph»d  the  pntrito,  or  priest,  is  temivd 
}mttrrhuj  corf.  If  this  is  the  orig;inal  form  of  the  cxpreasion  the 
meaning  would  be  the  "  muttering  man,"  dorived  from  the  prac- 
Itcc  of  the  priosts  in  reciting  the  Pater  Kmfrt;  which  up  to  the 
lirac  of  the  Reformation  they  repeated  in  a  low  Toico  as  far  a« 
"  and  load  u9  not  into  temptation,"  when  the  choir  took  it  up. 

In  the  Mme  extract  the  Cant  language  too  is  teminl  f/fxfd/ing 
i^wA,  or  pflty  French.  This  by  no  meuua  implies  that  thoro 
was  8uppot?«d  to  be  any  relationship  between  the  laugnagee,  as 
amongst  tbu  lower  orders  the  word  French  u&cd  to  bo  a  generic 
term  for  anything  foreign  or  outJandi^h.  A  atuiilar  strain  of 
meaning  underlies  the  word  tratitut.  ^ow  the  walnut-tree  it>  a 
native  of  Persia,  and  ia  of  course  not  a  true  that  grows  against 
a  wall,  but  the  Weaffi  or  "Welsh,  or  foreign  nut-tree.  In  Welsh 
the  converse  rendering  occurs,  as  iu  that  language  the  Iree  in 
styled,  cneucn  ffreagiij,  or  French  nut-tree.  Of  21o  names  of 
vagabonds  in  Uanniin's  book,  who  are  statod  to  travel  in  Essex, 
Middlesex,  Sumcx,  Surrey,  and  Kent,  27  at  least  are  tmdoubieilljr 
of  Wulsb  origin,  and  7  of  Irish  or  Scutch. 
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The  following  terms  ore  cTidontly  founded  on  metaphor  : — 

Bdtjf  duU,  ui  apron:  Utfftni;  cfMe^  (bloating  tiling),  a  calf  or  ahaep:  mkliiuj 
duU  (citcULiig  Uuus),  &  heD  ;  enuhtug  chr,t(H,  tc^lb  ;  ilitrlctmant,  the  nigHt,  cinU 
luffuntana,  tho  diijr ;  dtvie  a  tyfr  (duuiiu  a  town),  the  country  ;  gentry  eofe 
Slid  ytnirtf  mvrit  (jfeatleaa.a  tinil  ijfJitli^waiiiiLii}  ;  ijUuijtr»,i3yvv  ',  kearijig  cJuUt, 
ean ;  iaiMiM|r  duU,  a  cow  ;  vuijtimj  ekete  (mnftlinf;  thing),  n  ni\pkin ;  layNl, 
money  ;  granHng  ch»U  or  patriars  kinrltrn  (priusl'ti  tiiild),  a  pi^;  ;  priMtiing  eheUj 
n  tunune ;  a  pratMHer,  a  horae  ;  f  luicXi'ny  cheU  ((|iiiii'kirig  thing}  tir  rm.1  khnnk, 
a  iluck  ;  ^yer  framprinj/a,  fcllan  ;  yui«r  rij^n  (a  (jueor  or  1»ul  mnn),  a  niajiiifl- 
trttm;  quur  bird,  one  lately  came  out  of  prison  ;  nuytr  tyn  (ouwr  or  liail 
btnue),  a  prison  ;  nd  tJumke,  a  dnikc  or  duck ;  limiu  oowte  (gno<l  arink),  wine  ; 
Anne  mort  (gootl  worawi),  Ui^  iiui;!.-!!  ;  R-nru^  ryU  Tcood  town),  Loiiilon  ;  ntff 
fide  (roogll  meat),  bacon  ;  rajfinn,  thiS  devil ;  tindlirv)  di«U  iflmv:\V\r,g  t^iiti;;)) 
the  no»e  -,  ttamftv,  1p;<»  ;  *l-niiper»,  ahuee ;  rtow,  to  hold ;  to  c/jf  (V«  jw^  <to 
KcetTt;  the  jerk),  to  hii  whipped. 

A  ftiniilar  strain  of  slttf^ivriiiil  mwjiina  u  obaervable  in  the  cnnt  of  oth«r 
nationit.  For  instance,  in  (ti'rnitiii  lant  wmvmrtz  (black)  mcntiB  ni^ht;  hrriiJitM 
(broad  foot),  a  duck ;  pUttfu**  (llat  foot),  a  gonse  ;  auO  m  French,  &niri«  ((Uuk) 
nuBB  night,  nut  (cooked)  ngniflcs  condf-rancd. 

Morgerif  prater,  a  ban,  and  Jiogtr  or  7'ib  of  Iht  BaU<iy,  a  koobo,  MMtin  to  bo 
pet  uamea  of  tho  aimift  typ6  u  Tom  tit,  Jeyiny  tcrtn,  Jlimiu  rtdhrtatt.  PoU 
furrot,  Dieky  bird,  BtUtfgoiit,  i\'anny  goat.  Jack  an,  imit  tnany  otlkurs.  Jliatt^ 
Hotdtt,  tuT  owl,  occurs  in  the  worlw  of  Bod  Joomb.  and  Taylor  tha  wat«r- 
poet. 

"I'll  cit  in  a  bam  with  inadg«-bowl«t,  and  catch  tnti:«  tint." — A'vrry  Man 
in  Itis  i/tiMtour. 

The  pergonal  proDouns  seem  to  be  farmtid  by  adding  the  word 
"watch"  to  the  posscMivo  prououus.  My  watch,  "me;"  his 
Watch,  *'  ho;  "  our  watch,  "us,"  as  in  the  following  examples  ; — 

"  I  save  \ff  tb«  Salomon  I  will  loge  of  it  with  a  ^f/e  of  Iicnv  buuw  tht'n  cut 
to  my  noM  watch." 

"  1  Awear  by  tb«  masae  I  will  washe  it  of  witb  a  q,aart  of  good  drynke,  then 
«yc  to  me  what  thou  wylu" 

"  Tbttt  ia  b«ne»hvp  to  our  watche." 

I"  That  ia  veiy  good  for  tw." 
The  same  system  prevails  in  North  Country  cant  in  the  present 
clay :  "  my  nabs,"  myself ;  "  his  nabs,"  hira.ielf. 
The  purposely  corrupt  jargon   of  the  »oum   of  society  must 
Cilwuys  present  auulytical  diSScultios  to  the  etymological  inquirer ; 

■  -it  will,  buwever,  bu  perceived  that  in  the  foregoiug  list  a  greut 
"kuany  words  are  iduutified  beyond  the  po8sibility  of  doubt,  and 
t,ho  remainder  are  traced  us  nearly  as  human  poj^bilitiea  will 

■  %idmit. 
Several  cant  words  occur  in  the  works  of  Skelton,  whose  poetry 
'^MJgan  to  appear  in  l-iii3,  so  that  th&y  must  have  been  in  current 
'%iBe  at  the  time  he  wrotu. 

For  im»tanoc,  he  gtigmntiijes  the  Duku  of  Albany  as  a  "  pruude 
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jMi/j/anir.**  In  "the  boko  of  Phyllyp  Sparowc"  heasos  the  prpwi- 

fiioD  "  to  fyll  ffO'iyt^  and  mules  "  (to  fill  baskets  and  truukit).     In 

Klynour  Rummiiig  we  find  "  her  face  all  boicaff  "  {Lf.  bloated  hf 

drinking),  and — 

'*  It  wae  t  rtali  to  lake 
Tlie  (leujfll  in  a  brake," 

sM!  being  used  in  the  sense  of  a  lura  or  decoy. 

And  he  elyles  Qnrnijrhe  a  "  himl*/  babrone  "  {baboon). 
The  words  biiwd  and  bawderie  are,  however,  to  bo  found  in 
Chaucer. 

"  This  falM  theef.  this  Sompionr.  (\uaA  die  fttn 
liul  alway  bavda  mly  iv  liu  huuiL* 

"  In  puniBhtD^  of  fomioatioQ 
Uf  irit«ho«raJit,  and  cko  of  txiiuleru." 

Since  the  date  of  Harman's  book  great  alterationa  bare  taken 
placo  in  the  Cant  language ;  many  words  have  dropped  out  of  u«e, 
many  more  have  been  introduced.*  For  infftaace,  flcbrew  words 
have  found  their  way  into  it  through  Jew  '•  fences,"  or  reccriver*  of 
Htulen  goods;  Italian  words  through  thuorgan-grindera  ;  Orirntul 
t«rTD8  through  Ulndoo  vagabonds.  In  aditiiion  to  thi«  there 
are  also  varieties  cf  cant  known  as  Hack  Slany,  Ceutn-  Sfamj,  and 
Rhyminij  Slang.  Rack  slang  consists  in  pronouncing  words  as 
they  are  spelt  backwards,  f.g.  nam  =  n  man,  nainow  =  a  woman. 

In  Centre  Slitug  the  central  vowel  of  a  word  is  taken  as  its 
initial  letter,  and  letters  or  syllables  are  a<lded  to  give  the  word  a 
finish,  as  hck  becomes  whler ;  pitch,  itchrr,  and  so  on.  £r,  it  oeud 
hardly  be  said,  is  a  favourite  eoi^kney  lerraination. 

Rh'/mtug  Shiig  consists  in  finding  a  rhyme  for  tho  word  in- 
tended, «  g.  appiea  and  ptart,  stairs ;  Cain  anrf  Abei,  a  table. 

Of  modem  cant,  the  origin  of  tlie  following  lending  words 
deserve  a  passing  notice  : — 

BiUg,  a  silk  pockot-haiiilkcrcliicL    Onclio,  hiJU,  a  rag. 

ifoM,  to  appropriate,  to  steal.  Qoi^Lie,  buain;  Erne,  Auaintm,  to  cat,  to 
nan,  to  looae 

SuUf  a  cmvrn  piece.     WeUh,  &W,  rotuuditj'. 

ihus,  tn  pii:k  pockets.     Wel«h,  bytio,  to  fiH)|!«r  or  toiicll  wttk  tbe  flncsfH 

Quigv,  II  bu^igar.     BautT.  mJ^er,  n  hawkvr  of  tub  ;  Manx,  md^rr,  m  havker. 

Cly,  n  ptK'ket.     Eroe.  claih,  a  mouth. 

fVaitw,  ft  b^'nr.     Wl'UIi,  cnsyfnrr,  a  vneniat,  a  waniicrcr. 

Dcti,  a  ^x'\.  Itatiirt>liir«,  donfid,  a  KUiair  triua  nr  btnxlle  ;  Manx,  Am,  « 
btiBdi ;  domatjh,  hushy,  or  perhaps  Welati,  didldo*,  a  abvltcr. 

*  In  the  len'titM'iilh  and  dfchtrcDth  conctirics  many  Dutch  wohU  wrn 
intiuilucet).     Se«-  etlncl*  ou  pp.  Gi7 — '4U 
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I  to  cheat.    Welflh,jfuo,  guile,  di^Ht,  frnnrl. 
/ft  R(<>ii}i  al>»ii[.     WeMi,  rjitd,  qitittiiiij  or  leaviitf^. 
CSniHKjr,  ban.    Etw  and  Oat-iie,  eain^  deceit ;  Maiuc,  earn,  crooked,  Itent ; 

Jaggtf.  a.  (t«ntI>rinAn.     Knw  mul  Gftelic,  mtjnrt,  a  nrieet 
£ip-ftovM',  a  common  IcKlginK-liuuec.     Lnwlniid  Scotch,  kipy  s  csnt  term  for 
%  hroUiel  ((MydrA     Welch,  r%cii,  a  Inil,  n  ki?nneL 
Lurk,  ft  going  auout  villi  xiune  ajiecies  of  imposture.    Wtlsh,  lUrth,  a  fit  of 

MaUt  n  Kit).    Erae  anil  fiaelii?,  m/ioi,  a  aervant  ;  K[anx,  meyl,  a  female  BCiranL 

Stninning,\ytapim-     Enw  and  Gdclic,  »cmni,  a  snatch,  a  gmsp. 

^affffw  cmwr,  fellow  who  go  about  half  naked.  Wcbh,  War,  iroil,  poor,  ill, 
tick. 

SmoMhr,  a  i>er»on  who  puMCJt  countcrffit  poin.    I*.  Scotch,  rowwAw,  trash. 

fiiu/,  Bixpenc«.     Erse  and  (inelic,  niciiih,  little,  timall. 

TWjT.  to  undentland.  Gaelic,  tuig;  EtM,  Eui^tiii,  to  undentand,  perceive, 
discern. 

The  charavtetutics  of  the  craau  or  vagabond  quack  doctor  appear  to  find  n 
Krdonically  appropriate  origin  in  the  Krse  criMrk-ithiu,  u  bluudy  diath. 

Hodom  cant  also  owe«  the  undermentioned  words  to  the  g}'pBy 
tongue : — 


.£2MMn,  a  flaunting  hoarr. 
BMh,  a  Addle. 

CVtIor,  a  »over«tgii. 

J}rutiK,  a  road,  a  street,  a  houac. 

Book  and  tnifxy,  an  iiiipDHtiir^  by 

lueana  of  pretvudud  ilhiuca  and 

other  dodges. 
Mune,  tbv  nioiilh. 
/"u/,  a  corn  pun  ion,  a  TrieDd. 
Pamy,  niiu  or  water, 
^uroliin,  a  prinon. 


f&wn,  A  iuA«r  in  tlebaneherf . 
Bodt,  a  £ddie,  a  coutracLion    of 

BAshntn-anKri, 
Cvtior,  a  pioce,  a  Ruiiica  {liecc. 
/>rom,a  roftd.     WidWhiun,  rlrom. 
Htii-nx,  rini^iiic  the   chcingea  ;   the 

frBTOlnlent  chiuiging  of  tmo  thing 

fnr  another. 
Mm,  fate,  nioutli.     (UJn,  tnuiJi). 
Pal,  a  brother.    (Hin.  Pala,  a  son). 
Pani,  walvr.     (iJin.  Puni). 
Staripen,  a  prison. 


The  viorijinffo  may  alao  possibly  have  Ijeen  introduced  by  the 
gypaics.  It  is  the  Basque  word  Jivhw,*  God,  literally  "  lie  who 
is  on  high,"  and  is  tued  in  that  sense  by  the  gypsies  in  tho 
north  of  Spain  and  south  of  France.  Another  mode,  however, 
by  which  the  word  might  have  travetled  to  England  would  be 
through  the  "  many  thousands  of  soldiers  "  who,  Mntihea  of  Wr»i' 
miugtfi-  tcUa  us,  "  were  sent  to  the  assistance  of  King  Kdward  I. 
from  Guienno  ond  the  Basque  provinces  and  other  foreign 
toontriei,"  for  tho  purpose  of  completing  the  conquest  of  Wales 
in  1284. 

Misplacod  ingenuity  is  tho  leading  characteristic  of  the  vaga- 
bond, and  nowhere  is  it  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  Jargon  of 
Ilia  calling. 

•  A  contraction  of  JaHnffieoa, 
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THE  MENDICANT  OR  BEOGIN'O  FRIABa. 

Vagrant  moiiks  in  the  veu  300— 'InaUtation  of  tuendicant  bian  in  1309 — 
Jiilin  Wickliffu'a  opioiou  of  Uieta. 

Tub  Abb^  Fleury,  in  hie  "  Ecclesiastical  History,"  tells  us  that  in 
the  year  390,  "Among  the  vagrant  Monks,  who  at  that  time 
infested  the  East,  may  be  reckoned  the  Massalian  heretics,  who 
made  professiott  of  renouncing  the  world,  though  really  they  were 
not  till  monks.  .  .  .  Those  who  bore  the  aaoie  of  Ohristians,  began 
about  the  reign,  of  Constantius,  but  their  origin  is  uncertain. 
Tliey  caiDO  from  Mesopotamia,  and  some  of  them  n-ere  at  Antioch 
whon  St.  KpiphaniuB  wrote  hia  treatitn)  Afjamxt  HrrmiMt"  i-r. 
A.D.  ^70.  lie  ascribes  their  urror  to  tbo  extreme  simplicity  of  some 
among  them,  who  hud  taken  iu  too  liteml  a  sense  the  |>recept  of  our 
Ijimit,  of  fiirHaking  all  to  follow  him,  an<l  selling  their  goods  and 
distributing  to  tho  poor.  They  indeed  abjiudonal  ever}'thing; 
but  they  afterwards  led  on  idle  and  vagabond  life,  Bokud  alms,  and 
lived  ti:)gutber  mctt  and  women  promiscuously,  sleeping  in  the 
open  street  during  the  summer  nights.  Tht?y  never  fasted,  but 
would  eat  as  early  as  eight  or  nine  iu  the  morning,  and  even 
bufore  daybreak  as  they  felt  hungry.  They  rejected  all  manual 
labour  as  wicked,  abutting  these  wonls  of  our  Saviour,  Lahour  not 
Jot  the  nxeai  trhieh  jytriiMh,  hut  /or  that  meat  whkh  emiurrth  itnto 
tcarliuting  life."  • 

The  modem  institution  of  an  order  of  mendicant  friars  seems  to 
have  originated  with  St.  Francis  of  Aiwisium  in  the  year  1309, 
who  obtained  the  verbal  approbation  of  Pope  Innocent  IV.  Their 
leading  charactfiristics  were  contempt  of  the  world,  renouncing 
of  their  own  will,  and  mortitication  of  their  senses,   Tbey  were  to 

*  St.  John  vL  a?. 
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Toroain  entirely  deatitute  of  all  fixed  revennes  and  poweasions; 
though  in  process  of  time  their  number  became  u  heavy  tax  on  the 
people.     The  older  orders  of  monkn  had  at  thiV  time  lapsed  into 

> luxury  and  indolence,  and  as  these  monks  exhibited  in  their  out- 
ward appearance  and  life  more  eelf-denial,  learning,  and  religions 
Ma],  they  were  soon  regarded  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  Tene- 
rition.  Innocent  111.,  to  increase  their  respectability  and  ufleful- 
neoa,  released  them  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishops,  and 
rendered  them  responsible  to  the  See  of  Rome  only,  and  their 
privileges  were  confirmed  by  a  hull  of  Pope  Tfonorius  II L  in 
1223.  Admitted  as  confessors  int-o  the  confidence  of  all  classes, 
they  gradnally  absorbed  much  of  the  power  of  the  regular  clergy. 
Their  influence  spread  rapidly,  but  unfortunately  their  success 
made  them  arrogant  and  presumptuous.  They  declared  that  they 
had  a  divine  impulse  and  that  their  iadulgences  were  of  superior 
efficacy  and  virtue,  and  that  they  had  familiar  intercourse  with 
the  saints,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  Supreme  Being.  A  spirit  of 
hatred  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  broke  out  against  them,  and  at  a 
General  Council  at  Lyons,  in  1272,  Gregory  X.  reduced  their 
many  orders  to  four,  namely,  the  Dominicains,  Franciscans,  Oar- 
DwlitoB,  and  Augustiniuna.  Thdr  influence  did  not  dccrouso  for 
acMDQ  time,  hut  the  determined  hostility  of  tho  clergy  coupled  with 
the  cxpoBuroa  of  the  Reformation  at  lust  completely  undermined 
their  prestige,  and  in  the  sixtoonth  century  ihc  nowly  instituted 
Society  of  JemiB  practically  usurped  thtsir  functions. 

John  Wicktifff,  in  his  "  Treatise  against  the  Orders  of  Friars, " 
circa  1380,  thus  speaks  of  them : — 
H  "Also  Prien  saiun  and  manintainen,  that  bogging  is  lawful,  the 
^  which  is  damned  by  God  both  in  tho  old  testament  &  in  tho  now. 
]*'or  in  the  fifth  booke  of  holy  writ  Go<l  aaica  to  hia  people  AlgaU 
a  needy  man  an  beffi/er  thai  not  hen  nmongHt  you.'  Also  the  holy 
^host  tavgbt  Salomon  to  pray  thei^e  two  thtnges  of  God  :  God  nmhe 
canUie  and  leaginge  iror<leg  Jarre  Jni  me,  and  gift:  not  to  uw  beijfjimj  or 
brggingnnae  ;  btU  give  only  ihingrn  that  Leetie  need/nil /or  my  iiveloii/!  : 
perauenture  lest  I  be  falfilled,  be.  dratcen  to  renaye  and  sate  who  u 
Iiord f  As  who  aay,  I  kiiouv  no  Lord:  and  Irst  I  hr  cAtrnpclkd,  or 
made  of  force  by  needinen,  to  steale,  and  to  forsirere  the  name  of  my 
God.f 

**  Also  Fi^'arg  bcggen  withouten  need  for  there  own  rich  Sect, 

*  DenU  XV.  7,  &  t  ProvorL«  x.u.  8,  9. 
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A  not  for  there  pooro  bcdraddnn  men  that  m»ie  not  goo  and  hnro 
no  man  to  saadc  for  their  Hvolode :  but  rather  drawon  rich  mens 
olmcB  fro  Bucb  poore  men.  And  therefore  charitie  is  outlawed 
among  thcra,  and  ao  is  God :  &  Icasingfi,  &  covotisc  and  Fiends 
becne  onhabitod  among  them,  for  thoy  deocaren  men  in  there 
nlmes  to  make  costlte  houses,  not  to  harbour  poore  men  but  Lords, 
and  mightic  men 

"Alfw  Friar*  maltcn  our  ]y>nd  lawles;  for  they  leaden  Clorks 
and  namely  rulen  Prelats  and  Lords  and  Ladies  and  Commons 
ulon  ;  and  they  beene  not  ruled  by  Godea  lave,  no  lawes  of  the 
rimrch,nelawesof  theKing.  Forthey  gloaen  Gods  lawe«  as  them 
likes,  and  been  exempt  fro  Byshops  and  other  ordinaries  &  leaden 
the  Byohopn  of  Romf,  a»  them  lilces.  And  men  saien  they  beene 
not  liege  men  to  the  King,  no  subject  to  bis  laves.  For  thowgh 
they  stealen  mens  children,  it  is  naid  there  goe«  no  lave  uppon 
them,  and  that  )»eemca  vel ;  for  they  robben  the  Kings  liege  men 
by  false  hegginge  of  sixtie  thowsande  marke  by  yoare  as  men 
dowbten  reasonablie,  &  yet  they  be  not  punished  therefore." 

Mt:  Mrttfhfii;  in  hia  introduction  to  the  hitherto  unprinted 
works  of  Wiekliffe,  thus  comments  on  this  condition  of  things : — 

"  Nothing  can  have  been  mor*  trying  to  a  parson  who  was 
doing  his  best  to  keep  alive  the  Same  of  spiritual  religion  in  bis 
Sock,  than  the  visit  of  one  of  those  vagrant  friars,  preaching  a 
cutch-petiny  sermon,  shriving  men  of  ains  which  they  were  ashamed 
to  confess  to  their  own  pastor,  and  generally  encouraging  the 
belief  that  a  few  easy  benefactions  to  the  convent  would  take  the 
place  of  penitence  and  good  life.  I  would  not  for  a  moment 
Buggeat  that  friars  were  always  or  even  mostly  of  such  a  typo,  but 
very  many  such  were  to  be  seen  in  the  villages.  Jealousy  once 
aroused  wus  likely  to  be  increased  by  the  reports  of  Wyclira  poor 
priests,  between  whom  and  the  frtars  there  was  a  constant  rivalry 
which  often  came  to  open  quarrelling.  If  we  take  into  aceoant 
besides  the  permanent  antagonism  between  regulars  and  seculars 
at  the  University,  from  the  influence  of  which  Wyclif  can  scarcely 
have  escaped,  wo  shall  6nd  both  public  and  personal  causes  enough 
to  aet  him  against  the  friars  long  before  they  led  the  attack  on  hia 
•acramcntal  doctrines." 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


THE  GYPSIES  IN  ENGLAND. 


-TliBir  orino — Arriral  in  Eoe- 
fjor-l  (^Jromwell  to  iKa 


Virioiu    oaauw  by  which  they  are  knuwD- 

land — Act  of  iliHl-:}]  n^tiuKt tliam — I^llnr  from 
PreRideot  of  th«  Kruches  in  laa"— Letter  to  the  Earlof  Gsaex — Act  of 
\&&i.—AmtA  of  OypKiM  in  tin*  ritjgii  of  Kli»i)wiK — Act  of  lo6'.'-S 
aguinat  thBin— Execurion  of  Ovpaoa  under  this  Act — Ijiettnrof  Mr.  Hext 
rvgiudiiig  thum  in  li9H — Roljbrry  of  r}yp«in»  by  Tom  WHters.  n  high- 
wajrmao— SiLbiMK^UPQl  hiatory.  accordinjjto  Borrow  -  Daaoription  of  the 
BngUaliOypnw  in  the  years  IboW-l*  by  a  C'ity  Missioaary — Their  Homee  — 
I^oranoA — Ounbliiifi^  propM)piHA<i — DninkonoAn — Absence  of  mar- 
n«g»~-Beaidence  during  the  wiutur  months — Conditioa  of  their  children — 
Sm^ojrmecto — Forcone-telling. 

Trk  Gff/m'M  are  st}'Ied  in  the  Lowlanda  of  Scotland  Tinkln;  in  tho 
Hiffhlands  C^artl  (tinker),  in  Wales  Sipmcn  or  Egyptiann,  in  Ire- 
Ittcd  6'i'o/b^,  which  also  mciins  a  female  servant,  und  in  the  lalo 
of  Man  Faaiiihlrtjtitr  (a  fortune-teller,  a  juggler).  In  France  they 
are  rtvled  lioh^tnit^s,  because  they  were  believed  to  bo  Husaitca 
expelled  from  their  country  ;  in  Spain  they  arc  called  Gifauoi  and 
ZiHcali,  the  meaning  of  which  is  believed  to  be  (ht  hl/ick  men  of' 
Zruii  or  Itui ;  in  Italy  Ziiiffnri ;  in  Germany  Zi'jt'tinft;  or  wan- 
derers; inllolland  lfii/</''n,  or  heathens  ;  in  Denmark  Kfr/fri»(/,  or 
tcouodreU;  amongst  the  Moors  and  Arabs  Charatui,  or  robbcra; 
in  Hangary  Pharaoh  tu^pel,  or  I'haraoh'«  people,  and  Cygniii ;  in 
Transylvania,  Wallauhia,  aad  Moldavia,  Cyijank;  in  Ruuiia  Zuj- 
tini ;  in  Turkey  and  Syria  Chiugnna ;  and  in  Persia  KauU  (an 
inhabitant  of  Cabul],  Luri  (Hiadi  lahari,  a  smith),  Karaihrndr 
and  £'(iJvirAi  (swarthy). 

It  is  now  placed  beyond  doubt  that  the  Gypsies  are  of  Indian 
origin  and  come  from  Uindostan,  where  such  tribes  as  the  Basff- 
j/urt,*  PancJipeen-fSif   C/were-Mars,    Sumperaa,  Bundur   Nachtctfa^ 

*  Juggler*  or  tricksters. 
t  Five  Baoite  ur  Fauilin. 
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Qutuitdur,  and  Dulyt  are  Btill  to  be  Tound,  httviiig  the  tamo  cha- 
ruotoriatiti  and  apeaking  a  aimilar  latigaage.  The  EngUah  Ofpsiea 
coll  theniAelve^  Romttny  Chnh  and  Jiomnny  Chim,  that  is,  aoua  and 
duughlera  of  Rome,  a  word  derirod  from  the  Saiukril  Kama,  a 
hiuband.  The  gypsies  were  established  in  Grprus  and  the 
Oreciaa  Archipelago  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century : 
tbcy  are  found  in  Bohemia  aa  alarea  about  1370,  and  probaUr 
appeared  there  between  r24y  and  1260.  These  were  pioneern  of 
the  gr«at  body  vbicb  appeared  in  Kurope  at  the  beginning  of  tbe 
fifteenth  century,  and  the  cause  of  whose  migration  is  attri1mt«d 
to  the  cruelties  practised  upon  the  natives  upon  the  conquest  of 
Jndia  in  1400  by  Titmir  X^itc,  incorrectly  styled  Taint-riaiK^.  They 
have  also  been  looked  upon  as  springing  from  the  degraded  casto 
culled  pariahs,  who  from  this  cause  may  have  gone  into  roluutar}- 
eitile.  This  supposition  is  founded  on  the  actual  bsbits  uf  tbe 
gypsies,  which  are  contrary  to  the  sanitary  laws  of  tbe  Indian 
religion,  and.  amongst  othera,  on  their  custom  of  ealiog  the  fle-sh 
of  animals  dying  of  disease.  Colonel  DaWd  Richardson  beliuvi-s 
them  to  be  nearly  identical  with  the  Panehpeerett,  one  of  the  Indian 
tribes  included  under  the  generic  title  of  Nuts.  Speaking,  how- 
ever, of  their  musical  and  aleight-of-hund  charact^riatioB,  he  says — 

"  The  Conjurors  or  Jugglers  who  arrived  in  Europe  about  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  who  introduced  the  viol  of  three  strings, 
appoar  to  have  boon  a  race  almost  exactly  similar  to  vhat  the 
Basffffura  arc  at  this  day. 

"  The  word  juggler  may  be  of  Indian  extraction,  oUbougb  there 
exist,  according  to  Johnson,  both  French  and  Latin  ori^nala 
against  it,  as  well  as  the  word  Jug  in  our  own  tongue.  Cupe, 
jugs,  mugst,  might  all  have  been  used  at  first  by  conjurors  in 
various  waya,  whence  to  Juggle,  aa  a  verb,  stands  on  nearly  the 
sumo  ground  with  handle,  and  many  more;.  In  the  HInduwee 
dialects  ywyi;  ift  applied  to  a  partionlor  act  of  worship,  which  the 
Brtthmutu  alone  can  perform,  and  by  virtue  of  which  they  pretend 
to  acquire  sometimes  preternatural  powers.  In  this  way  they  hope 
for  the  Buccftsa  of  their  muntur  or  incantjitions,  and  in  imitation  of 
them  the  Gypsies  may  have  preserved  the  name,  on  their  arrival 
in  the  European  territoriee,  with  many  other  my&tertous  customs 
and  lofty  pretensions." 

In  the  Sliddie  Ages  the  gypsiee  were  generally  looked  upon  as 
£g)-ptian8,  of  which  their  English  name  is  a  corruption.     They 
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thomBolvofi  pretended  that  they  had  to  accomplisb  a  pil^rrimago  in 
expiation  of  certain  crimes.  It  is  probable  that  they  acted  thas  in 
order  to  take  adTontago  of  tho  superatitious  credulity  of  the  age 
and  procuro  for  thomaclvoB  toleration,  which  they  not  only  ofieotod 
by  this  means,  but  iu  many  places  also  obtained  aafe- conducts. 

Tho  gypsies  ore  g&nerally  supposed  to  have  arrived  in  England 
about  the  year  1505. 

The  following  account  of  their  arrival  oppcars  in  "  Tho  Art  of 
Jugling  or  Lf^erdeniaino,"  publiehcd  in  1014: — 

"  Heretofore  wo  have  runnc  over  tho  two  peBtiferous  carbuncle!! 
in  tho  coromonwoaltb,  tho  Kgiptiana  and  common  Cantors :  the 
poore  Canters  we  have  canvased  meetly  well,  it  now  remaines  to 
proceed  where  I  left. 

"  These  kind  of  people  about  on  hundred  yearea  a  goe,  abont 
the  twentieth  yearc  of  King  Henry  tho  eight,*  began  to  gather  an 
head,  at  the  tir^t  hcere  about  tho  Southeme  parts,  and  this  (as  I 
am  informed)  and  as  I  can  gather  was  their  beginning. 

•'  Certaine  Egiptians,  banished  their  Contry  (bcHko  not  for  their 
good  conditions]  arived  hecre  in  England,  who  being  excellent  in 
quaint  trickcii  and  deviscA,  not  knowne  hecre  at  that  time  among 
as,  were  esteemed  and  had  in  great  admiration,  for  what  with 
strangcnes  of  their  atire  and  garments,  together  <rith  their  sleigh tos 
and  legerdemaines,  they  were  spoke  of  farre  and  neere,  insomuch 
that  many  of  our  Knglisb  loytercrs  jojTied  with  them,  and  iu  time 
learned  their  craft  and  ooseuing.  The  epeach  which  they  used 
was  tho  right  Egiptian  language,  with  whom  our  KngUsbmen  oun- 
▼eniiig.  at  last  learned  their  language.  These  poopte  continuing 
abtiut  the  country  in  this  fashion,  practising  their  cosoning  art 
of  fast  and  looset  and  legerdemaine, purchased  to  themselves  grout 
credit  among  tho  country  people,  and  got  much  by  IVlmistry  and 
telling  of  fortunes;  insomuch  they  pittifully  coscned  tho  pooro 
Country  Girlce,  both  of  money,  silver  spoones,  end  the  best  of 
their  apparrot,  or  any  good  thing  they  could  make,  onely  to  hoaro 
their  fortunes." 

The  statement  that  the  English  rogues  learned  tho  gypay 
language  is  a  mistake  arising  from  the  ignorance  which  prevailed 
as  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  gyp»y  tongue — an  ignorance 
which  was  not  dispelled  for  more  than  two  centuries  after  their 

•  Evidently  sii  ermr  for  Henry  VII. 

t  Fur  »n  usplonatiun  of  this  farm  of  clieating,  see  note  on  p.  3-M. 
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BTriral.     Very  few  gypsy  words  were  acquired  by  natiTe 
ImucIk,  as   will  lie  suun   by  a   rtifurunce  to  the  Cunt  vocabulni 
published  by  Uarman. 

By  the  year  1630-1  the  gypsies  had  made  thonuelves  so 
generally  obnoxious  that  the  22  ilen.  VXII.,  c.  10,  entitled  "  An 
acie  concern}'niDgEgyp8yans"  was  passed  to  reproas  tbcm.  This 
Act  recites — 

*'  For  OB  mouch  a«  afore  this  tyme  dy  verso  and  many  ontlandrnho 
People  cftllynge  themselfes  Egyptians  usyng  no  oraftc  nor  faicte 
of  marohaundyse  have  uutnen  into  this  Realmo,  and  gone  froin 
Shiro  to  Shire  and  Place  to  Phice  in  greate  company  and  used 
greatc  subtyll  and  crafty  meanos  to  doceyve  the  people,  horyng 
them  in  hunde,  that  they  by  Polmestro  couldc  lollo  rocnne  and 
womenft  fortunes,  and  bo  many  tymes  by  crafte  and  Kubtyhie  have 
deceyvcd  the  people  of  theyr  money,  and  alao  hath  comytud 
many  and  haynouB  felonyes  and  robberies  to  the  grcate  hurto  and 
dec«yte  of  the  people  that  they  have  oomyn  amonge :  Bo  it  (her- 
fore,  by  the  Kynge  our  Sovereign  Lorde  the  Lordos  SpirJtuall  and 
Temporall  and  by  tbeComons  in  thys  prcaente  parliament  a  aaembled, 
and  by  the  auctorytic  of  the  same,  ordoyncd  estahlyuhed  and 
enacted  that  from  hensforth  no  suche  persoues  be  sufircd  to  come 
within  this  the  Eyiiges  Realme,  And  yf  they  do  (than)  they  and 
every  of  them  so  doynge  shall  forfaylo  to  the  Kynge  our  SoTeraiga 
Lorde  all  theyr  goodes  and  catalls  and  then  to  bo  cooiaunded  to 
avoydo  the  Iteolme  wythiu  xv.  dayes  next  after  the  comaundomcnt 
upon  po)-ne  of  imprisonament.  .... 

"  Provyded  alwaye  that  the  Egyptians  nowe  beynge  in  thys 
Keolmo  have  monycyon  to  departe  within  xvj  dayes  aiter  procla- 
macyon  of  thys  estatute  amonge  them  bhalbe  made,  upon  payno  of 
impriftonaracnt  and  forfeyture  of  theyr  goode«  and  catells,  and  yf 
they  then  so  dcparto  that  then  they  ahall  not  forfayte  theyr 
goodea  nor  any  parte  therof." 

Though  the  Act  atyles  them  an  outlandish  people,  it  Bpecifically 
deprives  them  oE  the  benefit  of  the  Statute  B  Uen.  VI.,  o.  29,  de 
metiiflaie  Iluffutp,  ond  orders  them  to  be  tried  by  on  Knglish  jury. 
Any  goods  tboy  have  taken  are  to  bo  restored  to  tho  pariiei 
robbed,  and  of  other  goods  sciised  in  their  possession  one  moiety 
is  awarded  to  the  seizor  and  the  other  to  tho  King. 

This  Act,  however,  appears  to  have  been  inefficacious  for  tho 
purpose  intended,  judged  by  the  following  letter  from  Cromwell 
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to  thti  Lord  PreBiduul  uf  ttiu  Marclius  of  Wales,  dated  December  5, 
16J7  :— 

"After  my  right  kirtte  commeuditcious,  whereas  the  kiugea 
majestie  ahoute  a  twelfmeueth  ptut  gave  a  pardoiiueto  a  compauy 
of  luwdu  pereoniiCis  withtD  LhiBrealmeculliug  themselves  Gipcyaus, 
for  a  motit  shamfull  uud  detuiitable  murdur  cumiuyited  uiiiunges 
them,  with  a  speuiall  proviso  iiiwrted  by  their  owue  uoueentes,  thuC 
oul&9  they  Hhuld  idl  avoyde  tbia  bis  graccH  realms  by  a  certeyii 
daye  long  sycbeuK  expired,  yt  ubidd  be  lawfull  to  all  his  grinds 
offyoere  to  haiig  them  in  all  j)laces  of  his  realme  where  they  myght 
be  appreheiidBd,  without  auy  further  examynaoioii  or  trval  aft^r 
fiortiie  of  the  lawe,  as  iti  thuir  lettres  pdtences  of  the  said  pardon  ia 
expressed.  His  grace,  hcring  tell  that  they  doo  yet  l^iiger  here 
vithin  his  reulme,  not  aroyding  thi3  same  according  to  bis  com- 
tnaundemeiit  uud  their  owne  promen,  and  that  albeit  hit  poore 
subjects  be  day ly  spoyled,  robbed,  and  deoe3rved  by  them,  yet  his 
bighaes  officers  and  mioislreN  lytle  regarding  their  dieutiea 
towardes  bis  majeetye,  do  permit  them  to  lyuger  and  loyter  in  all 
partys,  and  to  exercise  all  thoir  falshodes,  fclonyes,  and  treasons 
uapuonished,  hathc  commauiided  me  to  aigaifye  unto  youe  that  hia 
moflt  dreade  comm&undoineut  is  that  ye  shall  luye  diligent  espiall 
ihroughowte  all  the  purlBS  there  aboutes  youe  and  the  sbires  n«xt 
adjoyning,  whutber  any  o£  the  aayd  persomi't?*  calling  themaolfes 
Egipcyane,  or  that  bathe  herolofor**  culled  themaeltoa  Egipcyana, 
shall  fortune  to  enter  or  truvayle  in  the  same.  And  in  cace 
youe  tthall  here  or  knowe  of  any  sucbe,  bo  they  men  or  women, 
that  ye  nhall  compell  tbcm  to  repair  to  the  next  port  of  the  sto  to 
the  place  where  they  ftbulbe  tukun,  and  eylher  wythout  dclaye 
uppun  the  lirst  wynde  that  may  cunveyu  them  lutu  auy  parte  of 
beyond  ibu  suvs,  to  take  cthippiug  and  to  passe  to  owtward  partyea, 
or  if  they  &hall  iu  any  wide  breko  that  commauudmeut,  withoutuuy 
tract  to  »ee  them  executed  according  to  the  kiuges  hicghues  snyd 
leltres  paleuts  rumuyDyng  of  recordc  in  his  chuuucorj',  which  with 
theve  shalbe  your  discharge  in  that  behaulf :  not  fayliug  taccom- 
plishe  the  teuour  hereof  with  all  cfTuct  and  diligence,  without 
•paring  uppou  any  commysaion,  licence,  ur  placarde  that  ihoy 
uiay  shewo  or  aledge  for  thunisellus  to  the  contrary,  as  yc  tender 
his  graces  pleasure,  which  also  ys  that  youe  shall  xy^'<^  notyeu  to 
all  the  justices  of  peax  in  thai  cuuntye  where  youe  resyde,  and 
the  sbiree  udjoynant,    thut    ihey    may    uccomplishj   the   touour 
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hereof  accordingly.  Thus  ffuro  ye  hertely  wcL  From  the  Neate, 
the  v'May  of  Deueiaber,  tho  xiix'^yore  of  his  majesties  most  noLle 
regno 

"  Your  lovyng  fTreeude, 

"  Thomas  Crumwell. 
"  To  my  Teryo  good  lorde.  my  lords  of 

Clieetre,  presidunt  of  the  couusatle 

of  the  Marches  o£  Wales." 


Another  letter  of  tho  Ramo  period  shows  that  a  good 
Gypsies  woro  deported  to  Norway. 


many 


"  To  Thomas  earl  of  EMfat,  lord  prerey  seal 

"  Right  honorahlo  and  my  singuler  good  lorde.  my  dutie 
remembrcd,  this  is  to  advertise  your  honorable  lordshipp  that 
one  maistor  Payiiell,  baylytf  of  Boatoae,  is  com  hi  yoar 
kirdfihippce  commuundmeat,  as  he  seitbc,  for  to  convey  up 
corteyno  persooes  namynge  thorn  sellfiea  Kgiptians  that  shalde 
bo  here  in  prison  at  Bostone.  Ho  it  is,  right  honorable  lurde, 
that  tho  Mondaic  in  the  Kogacion  vcokc  laste  paste,  there  cam 
to  Bostone  foure  Egtptiuna  whicho  did  com  tho  daic  before  from 
the  towno  of  Tjcnn,  whichc  forscidc  peraoncs  tho  nadcnnarshall  of 
the  kyngcH  marshoUaco  oariod  from  hence  to  London  to  your 
lordshipp  from  other  of  thcr  company  that  wer  here  then  in 
prisono  before  Oristynmas  histc  paste,  and  tho  reate  of  their 
company  wer  shipped  by  the  kj-nges  coramaundement  (aa  your 
lordshipp  knoweth)  from  Bostone  and  landed  in  I^orwcy.  And 
noir  at  thcw  poraoncs  coramynge  laatc  to  Bostone,  tho  oonstables  of 
tho  sumo  town  immcdiatly  not  onely  sett  them  in  the  stockes  aa 
vagttboundes,  but  also  (»crched  them  to  tboir  shcrtes,  but  nothingo 
cowde  be  found  uppon  them,  not  somuohe  as  woldo  paiofor  their 
mete  and  drynke,  nor  none  other  baggo  or  baf^^ge,  bat  one  hons 
not  worthe  iiij' ;  and  then  I  did  osamen  them  why  thei  cam 
hither,  and  did  not  get  them  owte  of  the  kyngcs  reolmc.  as  other 
of  their  company  was,  ond  thei  shewed  mc  that  of  late  thei  wt^re 
demyttcd  owte  of  the  marshallseo  where  thei  wer  in  prisono,  and 
commaunded  bi  your  lordshipp  (as  thoi  aeide)  to  departe  owte  of 
the  realme  aa  sbortely  as  thei  myght  gctt  shippingo.  And  thei 
thinkingo  to  have  had  ahippinge  here  at  Bootonc  aa  their  company 
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lad,  did  com  hither,  and  here  bcrnge  no  shippinge  for  them,  the 
forseide  coniitablei)  of  Bo«tone  did  nvoide  them  owte  of  the  town 
as  vagaboundea  towardfl  the  iiext«  portes,  which  be  Hull  and 
iJewcaBtell.  And  this  I  certeEe  your  lordship  of  truethe,  as 
knowee  our  Lorde,  who  ever  preserve  your  honorable  lordshipp. 
'Written  at  Bostone  the  Thursdaie  In  Whitson  weeke. 
"  By  yower  oratour  with  my  pore  servys 

"  Kicolas  BobertaoD." 


I 


Kotwith standing  this  partial  deportation  of  the  gypsies  others 
ipeedily  look  their  places,  which  in  the  reign  of  Mary  occasioned 
the  passing  of  another  Statute  aguinst  them,  the  1  &  2  Phil, 
and  itfar.,  c.  4  (1-354},  which  recites  the  Act  of  Hen.  VIII., 
and  then  atates  that  "  dyvers  of  the  sayd  Oompanic  and  auohe 
other  lyke  persons  not  fearing  the  peualtio  of  the  said  Slntute, 
have  enterprised  to  oome  over  againo  into  this  Heatmc  using 
their  olde  accustomed  dcvelishe  and  noughty  practises  and 
devises,  with  suche  ubhominable  lyving  as  is  not  in  any  Christian 
Realme  to  bo  permitted  named  or  knowen."  It  then  enacts  a 
penalty  of  £40  on  any  one  willingly  bringing  them  in  ;  Egyptians 
so  brought  remaining  ono  month  and  those  already  in  the 
kingdom  who  do  not  depart  in  forty  days  are  declared  fclona 
without  benefit  of  sanctunry  or  clergy.  Esception  ia  made  in 
favour  of  such  as  shall  kave  that  "  noughtye  idle  and  ungodly 
lyef  and  company,  and  be  placed  in  the  sorricc  of  some  honoat  and 
able  luhubitante." 

In  "  The  Art  of  Jugliog,"  the  effects  of  the  Act  ara  thus 
described — 

''These  Acta  and  Statutes  now  put  forth,  and  come  to  their 
hearing,  they  devide  their  bands  and  companies,  into  divers  part* 
of  the  realme:  for  you  must  immagine  and  know  that  they  had 
about  two  hundred  roagues  and  Vagabonds  in  a  regiment:  and 
although  they  went  not  altogether,  yet  they  would  not  ho  above 
two  or  throe  miloa  ono  from  the  other,  and  now  they  dare  no  more 
bee  known  by  the  name  of  Egiptians,  nor  take  any  other  name 
upon  them  then  poore  people.  But  what  a  number  were  executed 
presently  upon  this  statute  yon  would  wonder :  yet  notwith- 
standing  all  would  not  prevaile :  but  alii  they  wundred,  as  before 
up  and  downe,  and  meeting  uiice  in  a  yeare,  at  a  place  ap|K>itited  : 
sometimes  at   the  Devils  ane   iu  peuk  in  Darbisliire,  &  other- 
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whiles  at  Kotbrooke  by  Dluckheuth,  or  elsewhere,  as  thoy  agreed 
etil  ut  thuir  meettug." 

At  the  commetioement  of  the  reign  of  Elizaheih  instructions 
appear  to  buve  beeu  issued  for  active  measures  af^ainst  Gjpsies  and 
other  ragubouds,  as  we  find  the  Queen  on  the  'Ma\  AoguAt,  1559, 
writing  to  James,  Lord  Mountjoy,  to  thank  bim  for  hanng  ataTcd 
and  arrested  a  greiU  number  of  vagabonds  using  the  munner  of 
the  Egyptians.  On  the  5th  September  Richard  Weston  and 
Richard  Harper  write  to  the  Council  regarding  proceeding* 
against  the  "  Kgj'ptians  "  at  the  assizes  at  Oorchoatcr.  It  i« 
found  that  they  came  out  of  Scotland  into  England.  On  the 
S^Jrd  of  the  Barae  mouth  Lord  Moanijoy  writea  to  the  Qu€«ra 
regarding  the  proposed  indictment  of  tbc^e  vagabonda,  and  Siivi 
that  the  lawyers  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  chargeable  with 
felony,  because  they  did  not  come  from  beyond  the  oeaa. 

On  the  26th  of  October  George  Jones,  escheotor  of  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  certifies  thut  he  haa  apprehended  certain  pervoits 
culled  Egyptians  whose  names  he  specifies. 

This  was  followed  in  the  year  15(iiJ-3  by  a  still  more  aevera 
enactment  against  the  gypsies,  the  5  Eliz.,  c.  20  (1562-3), 
which  is  entitled  "  An  Acte  for  the  Punishemcut  of  YugS' 
hondes  callyiig  themtselfea  Egtptians."  It  recites  that  under 
the  1  &  'Z  Fhil.  <jo  Mur.,  c.  4,  "  there  ys  a  scruple  and  doubta 
rieun  whether  auche  persons  us  being  borne  w'^in  tbia  lioalma 
of  Euglaude  or  other  the  Queues  Highnca  Dominions,  and  are 
or  tihaU  become  of  the  Felluwtfhip  or  Compunie  of  the  naid 
Yagaboundes,  by  transform  tug  or  disguising  tbemselvce  in  thvii 
Apparell  cr  in  a  certaiue  coutrefuite  Speache  or  Behnvour,  are 
puuishable  by  the  said  Acte  in  like  maner  as  others  of  tbal  aurfc 
ore,  being  Strangers  borne  and  transported  into  this  Rottlme 
Englande;"  and  enacts  that  the  "sayd  Statute  oonceming  tliiw 
Yagaboundes  shall  coiitynue  remayue  and  bee  in  full  Force 
Streugthe  and  ££Fecte."  It  also  eiiaots  that  all  persons  found 
disguiged  in  the  company  of  s'agubond  Egyptians  for  one  month 
shall  be  deemed  felons,  and  "  suffer  Paynea  of  Oealho  Lobse  uf 
Landes  and  Gooddea  as  in  caset!  uf  Fclonye,"  without  benefit  of 
clergy.  The  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  children  under  fourteen  and 
prisoners  in  custody.  Persons  born  in  the  realm  are  not  Cum- 
pelLible  to  quit  it  under  \  &.'2  Phil.  iS:  Mar.,  o  4,  but  are  only 
ooostrainod  to  leave  thuir  naughty,  idle,  and  ungodly  Mia  and 


compaDj,  and  to  place  themitelvea  iu  some  lioaeet  aen'ice,  or  to 
exercise  themselvM  iu  eomo  lawful  work,  trnde,  or  occuputiou. 

A  Urge  number  of  g.vp«i<!«  miul  Kave  been  executed  under  this 
Act,  a*  Harman,  in  his  "Cuvoat  for  Cunjetors,"  writing  iu  llie  year 

1667,  8B3^8 

*■  I  hope  their  synne  [speaking  of  EnglUh  Tugaboads]  is  now 
Bt  the  hyghest ;  and  that  an  thort  ami  a*  spftiy  a  retlivnif  tcylhe  for 
thetCf  ai  Itath  bene  of  hie  yern  for  the  icirtcked,  ir*7y,  Kandcn'nti 
xnyahondt  ciiUing  anti  namintj  thenuidera  I^jipiians,  depely  dits- 
sembling  and  lung  hydiug  luid  covoriog  their  depe,  deuetfuU 
practises, — fediug  the  rude  coiumon  people,  wholy  addicted  uud 
geveu  to  noveltiuii,  toyus,  uud  new  inventions, — delytiag  them 
with  the  strangeuee  of  the  attyre  of  their  heudee,  and  practising 
poulmistrie  to  such  as  would  know  their  t'ortuoes :  And,  to  be  short, 
all  theves  uud  bores  (us  I  may  well  wr}'t), — as  Bome  have  had  true 
experience,  a  numbur  oun  well  wytnes,  and  a  great  sorte  huth 
well  felte  it." 

The  seventy  with  which  the  gypsies  were  treated  was  due  not 
only  to  their  thievish  propeusitiee,  but  also  to  the  hostility  of  the 
Church  on  dccouut  of  their  heathenish  practices,  and  to  the  popular 
fears  uud  delusions  regai'ding  sorcery  und  witehcnii'^. 

In  1569  we  tind  Tboroaa  Andrew  writing  from  Winwicke,  North- 
amptonshire, to  the  Council,  explaining  the  reason  of  tho  delay  in 
making  a  return  relative  to  vagubonda,  unlawful  beggars,  rogues, 
and  Egyptians,  and  on  tho  27th  April,  1071,  wo  Snd  there  is  u 
record  of  a  Bill  against  "  disguised  priests,"  or  profcMora  of  tho 
Romish  religion,  being  found  in  Kuglund,  diiigui^-d  in  the  apparti 
of  sorving-men,  or  mariners ;   and  for  tho  puniahmont  of  gyptuea 

tromaining  in  England. 
The  repressive  mcasnrca  against  tho  gypsies  appear  after  a  time, 
however,  to  buvo  been  gradually  relaxed,  aa  wo  find  Mr.  Edward 
Hext,  a  justice  of  the  pouee  forSomorsctshire,  writing  to  tho  Lord 
Treasurer  in  tho  your  Io96  to  the  following  effect : — 

■       "  Experience  toacheth,  that  the  execution  of  that  godly  law  upon 

"   that  wicked  aect  of  n>gucft,  the  Egyptians,  had  clean  cut  them  off ; 

but  they  aoeing  the  liberties  of  others,  do  begin  to  spring  up 

again :   and  there  are  in  this  country  of  them,  but  upon  tho  peril 
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of  their  lives.  I  arow  it,  they  were  iierer  so  tlangorous  a«  (ho 
uandering  aoltiiert,  or  other  stout  roguw  of  I'^Dghinrl :  for  t-hoy 
went  visibly  in  one  compauy,  and  wt-ro  not  aboTe  thirty  or  forty 
of  them  Lu  a  shire.  But  of  this  sort  of  wandering  pctoplc,  there 
are  three  or  four  hundred  in  a  shire :  and  though  they  go  by  two 
or  three  in  a  cumpany,  yet  all  or  the  most  part  of  a  shire  do  meet, 
either  at  fairs  or  tnarketa,  or  in  somealehoase,  once  a  week.  And 
in  a  great  hay  house,  in  a  remote  place,  there  did  resort  weekly 
forty,  sometimefl  sixty ;  where  they  did  roast  all  kind  of  good 
meat  The  inhabitants  being  wonderfully  grieved,  by  their  rapines, 
made  complaint  at  our  lust  Easter  seiuious,  after  my  lord  Chief 
juBtioe'a  departure:  preoept^  were  made  to  the  tithings  adjoin- 
ing for  the  approbenBion  of  them.  They  mode  answer,  they 
were  so  strong  that  they  durst  not  adventure  them  :  whereupon 
precepts  were  made  to  the  constables  of  the  shire ;  but  not 
apprehended,  for  they  have  iutelligenoe  of  all  things  intended 
against  them.  For  there  be  of  them  that  will  be  present  at  every 
assize,  sessions,  and  assembly  of  justices,  and  will  so  clothe  them- 
selves for  that  time,  as  any  should  deem  him  to  be  an  honest  hu»< 
bandman  :  so  as  nothing  is  spoken,  done,  or  intended  to  bo  done, 
but  they  know  it  I  know  thi«  to  be  true,  by  the  oonfcaaion  of 
some. 

"And  thej'  grow  the  more  dangerous  in  that  they  Gnd  they  hare 
bred  thut  fear  in  juiiticea,  and  other  inferior  officers,  thai  no  man 
dares  to  call  them  into  question.  And  at  a  late  sessions,  a  tall 
man,  a  sturdy  and  ancient  traveller,  was  committed  by  a  justice, 
and  brought  to  the  sessions,  and  had  judgment  to  be  whipped,  he, 
preeent  at  the  bar,  in  the  face  and  hearing  of  the  whole  bench, 
Bwore  a  greut  oath,  that  if  he  were  whipped,  it  should  be  the 
detitest  whipping  to  some  that  ever  wua.  It  strake  such  a  fear  in 
him  that  committed  him,  as  he  prayud  he  might  be  deferred  until 
the  assi/es ;  where  he  was  delivertxl  without  any  whipping  ur 
othur  harm,  and  the  justice  glud  he  had  so  paciBtxl  hia  wrath. 
And  they  laugh  in  themselves  at  the  lenity  of  the  law,  and  the 
tiinurousueas  of  the  exucutiouers  of  it."* 

Captain  Smith  in  his*'  History  of  Highwaymen  "  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  a  rubl)ery  coinmittvil  on  gypsies  by  ono  Tom 
Waters,  a  highwayman,  about  the  year  I()8d.  It  sarvts  to  illiu- 
tnto  the  practices  uf  the  gyiisies  at  that  period : — 
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"  Tlio  (irat  Exploit  in  this  kind  trhich  ho  committpd  wan  on 
about  twenty  or  thirty  gypsies,  whom  he  aocinj*  to  comoout  of  a  Bam 
early  one  Morning  near  Jiram7<i/  in  Kt-nf,  ho  rid  up  tiO  them ;  and 
commanding  the  strolling  Crew  to  etand,  or  otherwise  be  would 
nhoot  half  a  score  or  dozen  of  thorn  thro'  the  Head,  they  obey'd 
hia  Command :     But  when  he  nest  order'd  them  to  undo  their 
Purae-itrings,  there  was  as  great  a  Holo-loo  set  up  by  them,  as 
among  the  wild  /nV*  for  the  Loss  of  a  Cock  or  a  Hen  ;  they  b^an 
to  beseech  his  Pity  and  Compasaion  in  their  shim-xham  broken 
Gibberish,  telling  him  that  they  would  tell  him  his  Fortune  with- 
out crossing  their  Hands  with  a  Piece  of  Silver.     Quoth  Tom,  a 
Piagtw  OH  f/OH  for  a  Parcel  0/ c/ieatinji  Rogues  and  W/wres,  I  know 
it  it  mj/  Fortune  to  be  fiang'd,  if  I  don't  mend  my  Manners  :    There- 
fore you  mmt  not  put  your  Lavadi'ddles  upon  me,  by  telling  me  my 
Fortune  tcill  be  lucky,  good,  good  and  prwperout ;  come,  come,  down 
with  xchttt  you  hate  presently,  or  eUe  1  nhttll  «end  all  your  Soulu  to  the 
Decil  this  Moment.     When    this  juggling  Tribe   found   ho  was 
resolutely  bent  to  take  what  they  had,  tlmy  tell  to  emptying  their 
Parses  and  Pookote  of  Silver  Spoons.  Silver  Brandy  Tasters,  and 
Gold  Rings,  which,  without  doubt,  they  had  stoUen  from  eomo 
silly  People,  whom  they  drew  in  up  and  down  tho  Country  to  have 
their  Fortunes  told  them  ;  which  Moveables,  with  what  Money  he 
got  besides  of  them,  came  to  above  60  Pounds;   but  such  an  Out- 
cry they  made  for  tbeii  Loss,  that  several  KusLioka  running  with 
Clubs,  and  Flails,  and  Pitchforks,  to  see  what  waa  the  Occasion  of 
this  Sorrowful  Lamentation,  Tom  met  them,  and  saying  to  thorn, 
That  whilst  some  of  the  Gypsies  there  before  them  was  telling  them 
his  Fortune,  they  had  pick'd  his  Pocket  of  a  very  considerable 
Value,  which  he  could  not  get  again  of  them,  till  he  had  whipt 
some  of  them  almost  within  an  Inch  of  their  Lives.     Truly  (replied 
the  Country-men)  you  did  very  weli.  Sir ;  for  there  w  not  Huck  a 
PaeJc  of  Thiecen  in  Hell,  as  them  Oypsies  be.    So  Towi  putting  Spurs 
to  his  Uorse,  he  made  the  best  of  his  way,  before  the  strolling 
Jugglers  could  oome  up  to  tell  tho  Country-Fellows  their  sad  and 
lamentable  Story." 

Borrote,  in  his  interesting  work,  *'  Romano  Lavo  Lfl,  or  Word- 
hook  of  the  English  Gypsy,"  gives  the  following  clear  and  accurate 
account  of  their  subsequent  history  ; — 

"  Throughout  the  reign  of  Klizabeth  there  was  a  terrible  per- 
secution of  the  gypsy  race ;   far  loss,  however,  on  account  of  the 
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Crimea  vliich  w^re  actaallv  committed,  than  fmrn  a  su^icion 
which  wait  entertainetl  that  they  hurbotiredainidiit  their  coropanica 
priests  and  omiasaries  of  Rome,  vho  had  come  to  England  for  the 
purposn  of  sowing  sedition,  and  inducing  the  peo|^o  to  embnoe 
again  the  old  discarded  superstition.  This  mwpicion,  however, 
WB«  entirely  without  foundation.  The  gypsies  call  each  other 
brother  and  sister,  and  are  not  in  the  habit  of  admitting  to  their 
fellowship  people  of  a  different  blood,  and  with  whom  they  hare 
no  sympathy.  There  was,  bowerer.  a  description  of  wandering 
people  at  that  time,  even  as  there  is  at  present,  with  whom  tho 
priests,  who  are  described  as  going  about,  sometimes  disguitied  aa 
serTiDg-meD,  sometimes  as  broken  soldiem,  tometimea  aa  ahip- 
wrecked  mariners,  would  experience , no  difGculty  in  associating, 
and  with  whom,  iu  all  probability,  they  occasionally  did  aMocisttt 
— the  people  called  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  sturdy  beggars  and 
vagrants,  in  the  old  cant  language  Abraham  men,  and  in  the 
modem.  Pikers.  These  people  have  frequently  been  confounded 
with  the  gypsies,  but  are  in  reality  a  distinct  race,  though  they 
resemble  the  Utter  in  some  points.  They  roam  about  like  tlie 
gvpsiee,  and,  like  them,  have  a  kind  of  secret  language.  But  the 
gypsies  are  u  people  of  Oriental  origin,  whilst  the  Abraliamites 
are  the  scurf  of  the  Ruglleh  body  corporate.  The  laugiiage  of  the 
gypsies  is  a  real  language,  more  like  tho  Sanscrit  than  iiny  other 
language  in  the  world ;  whereas  the  speech  of  tho  Abrahamites 
is  a  horrid  jargi>n,  composed  for  tho  most  part  of  low  English 
words  used  in  an  allegorical  sense — a  jtirgou  in  which  a  stick  ia 
called  a  crack  ;  a  hosUiKS,  a  rum  necklace ;  a  tMU-maid,  a  duUy- 
morC;  brandy,  rum  booze  ;  a  constable,  a  homy.  But  enough  of 
these  Pikers,  these  AbrahaniitoR.  Sufficient  to  obwrve  that  if  the 
disguised  priests  associated  with  wandering  companies,  it  must 
have  been  with  thcite  |>eoplo,  who  admit  anybody  to  their  society, 
and  not  with  tho  highly  exclusive  nice  the  gj^ie^. 

"  For  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  afYer  tlie  dcKitb  of  Elirjibeth, 
file  gTpeies  seem  to  have  been  left  tolerably  to  thenuelvea,  for  thsj 
lava  are  almost  silent  respecting  them.  Chies^  no  doubt,  were 
occasionally  scourged  for  cauring,  that  is  filching  gold  and  silver 
coins,  and  Chola  hung  for  grychoring,  that  is  horse-stealing;  but 
those  are  little  incidents  not  much  regarded  in  gypsT  merrtpeo.* 
They  probably  lived  a  life  during  the  above  period  tolerably  eatis- 
*  Mtrripen  moami  life,  aud  likewute  doath. 
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factory  to  iheniBelTcs — they  arc  not  an  ambitious  people,  and  there 
is  Tio  word  for  glory  in  their  laiigua<^ — but  next  to  nothing  is 
known  respecting  them.  A  people  cnlicd  gypsies  are  mentioned, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  treated  of,  in  two  remarkable  works — one 
a  production  of  the  Bevcntoeoth,  the  other  of  tho  eighteenth 
century — the  one  entitled  the  '  English  Rogue,  or  the  Adventures 
of  Meriton  Ijotroon,'  the  other  tho  '  Life  of  Barafylde  Moore 
Carcw;'  but  these  works,  though  clever  and  entertaining,  and 
written  in  the  raciest  EngliBh,  are  to  those  who  seek  for  informa- 
tion respecting  gj-paies  entirely  valueloBB,  tho  MTiter  having 
evidently  mistaken  for  gypsies  the  Pikers,  or  Abrahomites,  as  the 
Tocubularies  appended  to  tho  historicB,  and  which  arc  professedly 
TDcabuIanes  of  the  gypsy  language,  are  nothing  of  tho  kind,  but 
roUcctions  of  words  and  phrases  belonging  to  tho  Abrahamitc  or 
Piker  jargon.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  and  for 
a  considerahle  timo  afterwords,  there  was  a  loud  cry  rataod  against 
the  gjTJsy  women  for  stealing  children.  This  cry,  however,  was 
quite  oa  devoid  of  reason  as  the  suspicion  entertained  of  old 
against  tho  gypsy  communities  of  harbouring  disguised  priests. 
gjTpej  vomcn.  as  the  writer  had  occagioa  to  remark  many  a  long 
JMT  ago,  have  plenty  of  children  of  their  own.  and  have  no  wish 
lo  enoombcr  themselves  with  those,  of  other  people.  A  yet  more 
extraordinary  charge  was,  likewise,  brought  against  tbem — that 
of  running  away  with  Wfnches!  M'bere  were  they  to  stow  tbem 
in  the  event  of  running  away  with  them,  and  what  were  they  to  do 
with  them  in  the  event  of  being  able  to  stow  them  ?  Nevertheless, 
two  gypsy  women  were  burnt  in  the  hand  in  the  most  cruel  and 
frightful  manner,  somowbat  about  the  middle  of  the  Last  century. 
and  two  gypsy  men,  their  relations,  acntencod  to  be  hanged  for 
running  away  with  a  certain  horrible  wench  of  tho  name  of 
Elizabeth  Canning,  who,  to  get  rid  of  a  disgraceful  burden,  had 
left  her  service  and  gone  into  concealment  for  a  month,  and  on 
her  return,  in  order  to  account  for  her  abeenec,  said  that  she  had 
been  run  nwoy  with  by  gypsies.  Tho  men,  however,  did  not 
undergo  their  eenienco,  for  em  the  day  appointed  for  their  execu- 
tion arrived,  suspicions  beginning  to  be  entertained  with  respect 
to  the  truth  of  tho  wench's  story,  they  were  reprieved,  and,  after 
a  little  time,  tho  atrocious  creature  who  had  charged  people  with 
doing  what  they  neither  did  nor  dreamt  of  doing,  was  tried  for 
perjury,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  transportation. 
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"  I^ut  tbough  gTp!tie«  have  occaaionally  experienced  injnitioe, 
tliough  Patricos  and  Sherengroes  were  hanged  by  dozens  in 
Klixabeth'a  time  on  Aunpicion  of  harbouring  duguised  priMtJ^ 
though  gypsy  women  in  the  time  of  the  Second  Oeorg«,  accused 
of  rmuung  away  with  wenches,  were  Bcorched  and  branded,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  they  Lived  in  almost  continual  Tiolation  of 
the  lawB  intended  for  the  proteotion  o£  society ;  and  it  may  be 
added,  (bat  in  this  illegal  way  of  life,  the  women  have  invariably 
played  a  more  important  part  than  the  men.  Of  them,  amnogst 
other  things  it  may  be  auid  that  they  are  the  most  accomplished 
Bwindlera  in  the  world,  their  principal  victims  being  people  of 
their  own  ux,  on  wh(>se  credulity  and  Buperatition  they  practise. 

"  But  g^'pttyism  is  declining,  and  its  days  are  numbered.  There 
is  a  force  abroad  which  i&  doomed  to  destroy  it,  a  force  which 
never  aloepeth  either  by  day  or  night,  and  which  will  not  allow 
tho  Komon  people  rest  for  the  soles  of  their  feet.  That  force  is 
tbe  liural  I'olice,  which  had  it  been  established  at  the  commence- 
ment instead  of  towards  the  middle  of  tho  prcecnt  century  would 
have  put  down  gypsyism  long  ago,  But.  recent  us  its  establish- 
ment has  been,  observe  what  it  has  produced.  Walk  from  Loudon 
to  CarliBio,  but  neither  by  tho  road's  side,  nor  on  heath  or  common, 
will  you  aoo  a  single  gypsy  tent.  True  gypsyiam  consists  in 
wondering  about,  in  preying  upon  tho  (Gentiles,  but  nut  living 
amongst  thora.  But  such  a  life  is  impossiblo  in  those  days ;  tho 
Rural  Force  will  not  permit  it.  "  It  is  a  hard  thing,  brother," 
said  old  Agamemnon  Caumlo  to  tho  writer  several  years  ago,  *'  it  is 
a  hard  thing,  after  one  has  pitched  one's  little  tont,  lighted  one's 
little  fire,  and  hung  one's  kettloby  tho  kottlo-iron  over  it  to  boil* 
to  have  an  inspector  or  constable  come  up,  and  say, '  What  are  you 
doing  here  ?  Take  yourself  off^  you  gypsy  dog ! '  A  hard  thing, 
indeed,  old  Agamemnon  ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  Tou  must 
e'en  live  amongst  tho  Gorgica." 

The  social  condition  and  habits  of  the  English  g^'psics  is  grapbio- 
olly  depicted  in  tho  following  account  of  thorn  written  by  «  City 
Missionary  in  the  years  18u8-5y. 


1858. 

"Borrow  says, '  They  overywhoro  exhibit  the  same  tendencies 
and  hunt  for  their  bread  by  the  sauno  means  as  if  they  were  not 


10  human  race,  but  ruther  of  the  animal  speciea.  In  no  part 
world  ure  they  fotmd  engaged  in  the  oidtivaHon  of  the 
earth,  or  m  tUe  service  of  a  regular  ma^t^r;  but  in  all  lauds  they 
are  jockeys  or  thieves  or  cheats,  and  if  ever  they  devote  them- 
selves to  any  toil  or  trade  it  is  aMnrerlly  in  every  material  point 
one  and  the  same.'  This  is  a  very  true  description  of  them  a*  they 
have  come  under  my  notice.  Unsket-making,  caning  cbair-seats, 
skewer,  mat,  and  peg  making,  is  the  businesa  they  follow  about 
London. 

"  The  homes  of  this  peculiar  people  are  houses,  vane,  or  t«nt«, 
though  but  few  occupy  houses.  Those  that  do,  however,  cither 
permanently,  or  only  during  the  winter,  generally  select  the  very 
lowest  neighbourhoods  for  the  pLice  of  their  abode,— often  amongst 
thieves  and  pickpockets,  under  wretched  roofs,  in.  crowded  courts 
or  lanw,  where  distress  and  want  couceal  themselves  from  the  sun- 
light, and  where  sorrow  iu  garrets  louguiabea — neglected  places, 
just  in  contrast  with  their  country  residence,  which  is  geaerully 
vhere  '  sweet  iu  the  summer  air  i«  the  odour  of  flowers.' 

"  In  a  single  little  room  two,  three,  and  four  families  of  them 
are  otUm  cooped  up,  with  no  bed  but  straw,  shuviug^,  or  old  ruga, 
with  no  chairs  or  tables  in  tiume  cases,  and  in  uthcrH  just  an  old 
table  and  a  broken  seat  or  two.  In  the  midst  of  Rlth  and  discom- 
furl  in  0uch  abodes  they  manage  to  drag  out  what  to  lookers-on 
•ppeara  a  miserable  existence,  though  loug  exposure  to  it  in  many 
instanoes,  it  would  seem,  has  Uiken  away  its  keen  edge  to  them. 

"The  runs  and  tents  occupied  by  the  largest  number  of 
them  are  odeii  found  by  the  roud-side,  in  lanes,  fields,  and 
woods,  or  on  a  small  patch  of  land,  for  which  they  pay  a  small 
rent.  Families  numbering  from  four  to  twelve  persons  ore  often 
found  in  these  vans. 

I  "  Their  tents  are  little  places  varying  in  size,  some  covering  a 
space  aboat  5  feet  by  8  feet,  others  6  feot  by  10  or  12  feet.  Many 
are  not  more  thon.  half  this  8i2e,  and  they  are  constructed  so  low 

I  that  one  has  to  enter  them  cat-fashion,  on  all  fours.  Yet  these 
places  compoM  their  bed-room,  dressing-room,  kitchen,  wash- 
houao,  and  workshop.  11  ore  they  live  in  common  fellowship 
with  dogs,  cats,  fowls,  birds,  and  vermin.  Many  of  these  hovels 
are  vorj-  cesspools  of  filth  ;  and  as  they  generally  have  a  fire  in 

'  the  middle  of  the  tent,  to  enter  it  is  to  get  covered  with  blacks,  as 

;  thore  IB  no  rent  for  the  smoke  and  duat,  save  a  hole  in  the  top  of 
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the  fabric.  Those  portable  hiibitationB,  with  their  raggod  inmates, 
are  moved  ubout  to  the  raucs  aud  fairs,  and  wherever  waoderiiig 
tastes  may  loud. 

"  Such  homes,  and  the  wiiudcriiig  life  to  which  they  ara  adapted, 
must  render  their  iumatos  the  caay  proy  of  EourfiU  ignorance  uid 
frightful  immorality.  And  tbatsucb  is  the  cose,  my  visitsamoogat 
them  during  the  post  year  furnish  amplu  iltufitration. 

"  Uf  course  the  circuit  of  my  district  has  necossarily  1>e«n  Iarp» ; 
taking  in  Woodford,  Ijoughtoii,  Barkingsidc,  Watist^jad,  Burking. 
Forest-gate,  Stratford,  Hiirking-rojid,  Bow-common,  Hactuey- 
wick,  Holloway,  Iltackhcuth,  Greenwich,  Flumstead-oommon, 
Btreatham,  Norwood, Wandsworth,  WimbWon,  Putney  and  Bamcft* 
common,  Hammor»niith,  Chi^wick,  Kensington  Putteriea,  Pud- 
dington,  Battcrxeu,  8horediteh,  und  Borough.  AU  these  are  regu- 
lar stations,  wlioro  I  generally  meet  with  gypsies.  In  addition  to 
thoso  places  I  visit  the  hop-gardena  in  Kent  and  Surrey  during 
the  hop-picking  rcumou  ;  alito  the  fairs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  with  Kpsom  races,  in  quest  of  gypnies. 

"Now  forawoi'd  rcwpcetingthoigtiorunceof  the  gypsy  race.  la 
speaking  to  an  old  gj'psy  woniun,  about  ninety  yeara  of  age,  a  abort 
time  ago,  in  reply  to  the  question, '  Can  you  read  ?  '  she  r*pU«(t, 
•  Bead,  sir,  how's  the  like  of  us  to  learn  to  read,  living  under  i 
hedge,  or  in  a  buah  ?  We  never  slopped  long  enough  in  a  place 
to  lam  anything.  Our  longest  stay  is  when  wo  lay  in.'  Thi< 
accounts  for  so  few  of  them  being  able  to  read.  As  the  result  of 
a  careful  calculation,  out  of  4(i'i  persons,  which  mode  up  10'2 
families,  only  12  were  able  to  read.  In  taking  these  ntiinbers  I 
found  one  encampment  composed  of  40  persons,  not  one  of  whom 
could  rcwd. 

"  Their  bu9in©.«iR  is  duplicity.  Frequenting  fairs  and  races  for 
gambling,  fortime-telUng.  and  swindling  purposes  must  tend  to 
render  them  averse  and  blind  to  all  that  is  good,  and  prone  to  all 
that  is  ill. 

'*  By  gambling  many  of  tliem  come  to  ruin.  One  gypsy  man, 
whom  I  know  well,  and  who  is  now  just  a  remove  from  beggary, 
told  me  once  he  lost  70/.  in  one  day  gambling  at  Epsom  races.  Hs 
also  told  me  that  sovoral  limes  taking  his  van  to  a  fair  he  hud 
como  home,  having  lost  his  van  and  money,  and  pledged  some 
of  his  clothes.  Atid  all  this  through  gambling.  He  also  observsd 
that  ho  had  sometimes  gained,  but  that  (he  gold  he  gained  was 
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not  worth  *  Hh.  a  pock,*  for  Bomchow  or  othor  ib  never  seemed  to 
do  bim  any  good. 

"  Driinkennoaa  again  is  a  frightful  vice  amonget  the  gj'psy  tribo. 
Thia,  like  un  tuiBightly  tmnuur  on  the  human  form,  abaorbs  all 
tlie  real  nourishment  and  comfort  from  many  o£  their  humlile 
homes,  and  gives  them  nothing  but  trcukncas,  poverty,  and  dis- 
content in  return.  I  huvo  aovenil  times  gone  into  an  encampment 
and  met  men  and  women  with  black  Qjres  and  aoarrcd  fuces,  tho 
Cttu^e  of  which  has  been  drunkennew.  When  I  hiivo  Bp>>kon  to 
them  about  it  they  have  given  me  to  underittand  that  when  the 
beer  is  in  the  wit  is  out.  One  man  told  me  he  had  Hpent  many  a 
5/.  at  a  sitting  in  beer  oud  apirita.  Another  spent  lit  for  weeks 
regularly.  And  another  declared  that  for  5  years  he  paid 
regularly  1/.  weekly  for  hi*  beer-Bcore.  Several  of  them  have 
iiasured  me  that  for  niontlia  and  months  they  never  went  to  bed 
sober.  This  ia  specially  the  case  with  those  who  go  out  aa 
muaiciana  to  fiddle  at  low  beer-shops.  And  not  only  tho  men,  but 
the  women,  many  of  whom  ore  addicted  to  smoking,  are  given  to 
the  fearful  habit  of  drinking.  At  fairs  they  often  make  good 
gains  in  their  trade,  uud  then  they  indulge  greatly  ia  drinking. 
It  is  often  the  case  that  at  these  places  of  common  meeting, 
whilst  half  drunk,  they  tight  with  each  other  and  pay  off  old 
grudges.  Wives  will  cncoutiige  their  husbands,  and  parents  their 
children,  in  this  «4ivuge  sport,  borne  of  them  take  delight  nut 
only  in  dog-fighting  and  cock-hghting,  but  also  in  fighting  with 
each  other. 

"  But  few  gypsies  are  married.  Some  of  them  are  living  with 
each  other,  and  have  very  large  fumiHes,  but  do  not  seem  to  see 
any  crime  in  thus  living.  Une  man  told  me,  a  short  time  u<;o, 
Beriously,  that  he  did  not  see  any  harm  in  leaving  a  woman  when 
you  were  tired  of  her  and  taking  up  with  another.  1  know  some  of 
them  who  uru  unraurricd  appear  faithful  to  those  thoy  take  as  a  com- 
panion, but  I  fear  many  of  thcin  are  very  unfaithful  to  each  other. 

"  1859. 

"The  homo  of  the  gjT^v  (if  such  an  apology  for  a  home  is 
entitled  to  a  natim  so  suggestive  of  sweet  asaociations),  which  he 
finds  on  the  deaert  waste,  down  tho  shady  luno,  or  in  tho  open 
is  tt  misemble  little  van,  or  more  otton  a  tent ;  that  is.  a 
itruclion  of  ragged  canvas  or  blankets  drawn  tighlly  over  a 
slicks   projecting  from    the  earth,  and   Msarccly   high 
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enough  to  admit  of  a  roan's  stiinding  erect  within  its  enclosure; 
whiUt  his  stature  viU  meaimro  its  width,  ond  often  more  than  half 
ita  length.  There  arc  Htnall  openings  in  the  tops  of  theae  tents  For 
the  escape  of  the  atnoke  from  the  fire  enkindled  upon  the  earth  insido 
the  cbimneylees  dwelling.  But  at  times  thi>y  are  so  filled  with  f  umee 
of  emoke  da  to  pain  tiie  eyes,  rendering  breathing  difficult,  co^-er 
the  person  with  blacks,  and  make  u  visit  most  disagreeable.  The 
tent  beds  axe  composed  of  straw,  dried  leaves,  or  old  nigs,  eprend 
upon  the  earth,  having  for  a  pillow  a  block  of  wood ;  or,  like 
Jacob's  pillow  when  he  had  his  Tision  of  the  descending  and 
ascending  angels,  a  stone.  Of  course  such  places  are  on  the  moot 
intimate  terms  with  filtb  and  vermin.  So  much  is  this  the  case 
that  many  times  the  writer,  after  rising  from  a  seat  on  the  tent- 
bed,  from  the  bottom  of  a  tub  turned  upside  down,  or  from  ft 
block  cushioned  with  a  gypsy  garment,  on  leaving  the  tent  on  all 
fours,  has  found  himself  possessed  of  a  sad  cargo  of  live  stock  of 
varied  kinds,  which  have  been  introduced  to  his  homo  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  his  forbearing  wife  and  all  lovers  of  clcaolincss. 
"  8uch  homes  may  be  interesting  and  romantic,  as  fumiBhing  in 
the  nineteenth  century  specimcna  of  human  beings,  isolated  from 
the  rcjit  of  society,  and  living  in  a  state  of  primitive  simplicity, 
and  destitution  of  domestic  comforts,  which  admits  of  striking  com- 
parison with  the  ancient  Britons  wo  read  of  in  our  school  days, 
who  stained  their  bodies  with  a  seaweed  called  woad,  and  roamed 
about  liko  Tartars,  living  in  huts  formed  of  boughs  of  treea  in  the 
manner  of  arbours,  &c.  To  such  homes  the  gypsies  are  attached. 
Hence  still,  when  the  evening  abodes  draw  on,  the  old  people,  in 
company  with  their  young  brood,  may  be  seen  squatted  around  a 
tog-fire  telling  traditional  talcs  about  the  wild  freedom  of  their 
forefathers  long  years  ugone,  and  rejoicing  in  the  fitct.  that  though 
the  laws  and  the  rural  police  ore  so  serere  upon  the  poor  gypsy. 
driving  him  from  place  to  place,  ns  though  he  belonged  not  to  the 
human  species,  he  still  holds  his  home  in  the  tent,  pitched  in  the 
green  field,  and  midst  the  music  of  the  woods.  I  ought  to  state 
here  that  (tome  of  the  gi.'psies  during  the  winter  months  take  up 
their  tents  and  live  in  houses.  But  when  they  do  so,  they  make 
the  place  of  their  abode  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  metroiiolis. 
They  leave  the  cvunlry  and  suburban  districts  of  London,  as 
Epping  I'*ure9t,  ^VQO(lfo^d,  Stratford,  Bow  Common,  Huckuey 
Wick,  the  Potteries,  Hammersmith,  Barking-road,   Ormnwieb. 
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Wandsworth,  Burner,  and  Putney  Common,  Wimbleilon,  Strent* 
hum,  iu  all  of  which  |iluces  I  titid  th<'m  KOiiie  tiriiB  during  the  year, 
and  make  their  dwelling  in  some  low  court  in  Kent-street,  Shore- 
ditch,  and  Golden  Lane,  Sl  Luke's  ;  where  two  and  three  familiea 
of  them  will  huddle  together  ia  one  small  room,  with  no  chairs, 
tubles,  or  beds,  all,  themselves  and  the  missionary  who  visits 
litem,  either  havirig  to  stand  or  squat  on  the  floor  for  a  seat. 
Moreover,  they  shut  these  i-onms  so  closely,  that  the  poisoned  and 
heatod  atmosphere  canse-s  them  often  to  exchange  the  town  for  the 
conntn,',  wan  and  wasted,  if  not  ill.  But  to  pass  on,  whatever  o{ 
romnnce  belongs  to  the  gypsy  home,  to  the  enlightened  mind  the 
thought  of  its  moral  iuHueuce  throws  a  sad  gluom  over  the 
picture. 

k"  The  ide:i  is  most  repulsive,  of  large  families  bundled  together  in 
e  spaeo  above  suggested,  in  coiumon  and  constant  fellowship 
ith  dogs,  cut»,  fowls,  bird<!),  and  vermin ;  the  one  room  of  abode 
cousliluting  the  bedroom,  dressing-room,  wa&h-bouKc,  kitchen, 
workshop,  &c.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  such  a  home  must 
prove  the  slaughter- house  of  virtue,  and  the  nursery  of  vice  and 
iicenliousness.  And  formitig  my  cipiiiion  from  what  I  have  seen 
of  gypsy  life,  its  general  character  and  pursuits,  I  am  sorry  to 
state  that  it  is  just  what  such  a  nursery  might  be  expected  to 
yield.  Gypsyism  hjs  been  described  as  deception,  cheating,  and 
fiatlery,  and  I  must  say  I  am  constantly  meeting  with  varied  and 
eud  illustrations  of  the  accuracy  of  such  a  description. 

t"  There  are  a  few  light  emplnyments  which  the  more  industri- 
sly-inclined  of  the  gypsies  follow.  Uut  I  do  not  know  such  a 
thing  as  a  gypsy  tailor,  carpenter,  or  stonemnson,  or  following 
feij  trade  which  would  tend  to  locate  them.  Numbers  of  the 
taen  spend  many  of  their  duja  in  idleness,  lounging  in  tlioir  tents, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  public-honscs. 

k^  "  The  children,  with  heads  eapless  and  rough  as  the  back  of  a 
mrty  Newfoundland  dog,  their  feet  shoeless,  or  slopping  about  in 
an  old  pair  of  men's  boots,  and  their  persons  covered  with  rags 
id  filth  of  long  standing,  proiicnt  themselves  before  the  public  as 
bjccts  for  charity,  which,  when  obtained,  often  only  feeds  the 
jth  and  vice  of  their  parents. 

"  The  employments  at  which  the  men  are  most  active  are  donkey- 
zing,  cockahying,  gambling,  and  tiddling  at  races,  fairs,   and 
iw  public  •houses.      At  the  latter  places  their  musical  talents  are 
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called  into  requiaition  to  lend  on  the  giddy  dance  and  bold  song, 
ond  to  entertuin  at  raffles  and  suppers.  On  such  opcbsiodb  their 
pay  is  generally  2ii.  a  night,  with  us  much  beer  and  spiriuasthey 
like  todriok,  which  sometimes  reaches  an  asloniabing  quantity. 
A  man,  who  says  be  drinks  mnderately,  told  me  tbut  when  playing 
at  a  ralHe  be  drank  »  pint  of  rum,  hosidea  a  great  quantity  of 
beer,  and  at  another  time  the  same  man  said  he  drank  tweoty-two 
haiC-quarterns  of  rum  in  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  It  is  very 
often  the  ca^^e  that  they  get  dniuk  on  such  occasions,  fall  into  a 
disturbance,  return  home  with  black  eyes  and  scarred  faces,  and 
somotimeB  to  beat  their  wives. 

"  But  it  is  the  business  of  the  woman  to  make  the  principal  part 
of  the  Itring.  Uence  an  old  gypsy  man  observed  to  mo  a  short 
time  ago,  '  I  sbould  not  like  my  daughter  to  marry  a  gypsy  man. 
but  I  know  if  my  sons  marry  gypsy  women,  there  ie  sure  to  be  a 
liring  for  them,  for  they  will  scrat  a  bread  from  somewhere, 
though  it  would  puzzle  a  lawyer  to  tell  how  they  get  it  at  times.* 
Somo  of  (he  men  expect  to  spend  what  money  they  may  ebanee  to 
make  for  tbcir  own  private  gratification,  whilst  they  lettve  it  to 
the  wife  to  provide  the  home  support. 

'*  It  is  well  known  that  the  lying  practice  of  fortuno-tclUng  is 
the  great  source  of  the  gypsy  female's  gain.  During  winter  she 
strolls  about  I^otidon  duping  servant  girls  and  others,  whilst  the 
spring,  summer,  and  autumn  Bnd  her  at  races  and  fairs  (with  the 
exception  of  the  hop  season).  During  the  past  year  at  such 
places  I  have  often  gazed  upon  the  painful  picture  of  tiilly  young 
women,  in  some  secluded  place,  behind  a  tree,  bush,  or  van,  with 
their  handtt  extended,  whilst  o'er  it  the  brunette  sorceresB,  wtth 
silver  piece,  has  traced  the  line  of  life  with  searching  view, 
pretending  therefrom,  or  by  the  catntal  turn  up  of  a  pack  of  cards, 
to  tell  the  colour  of  their  future  yeom,  which,  of  oourne,  is  ala~uyB 
by  such  swindlers  made  to  wear  a  sunny  character/* 


''  FoRTUNE-TEI.I.INr..* 

"  Gypsy  women,  as  long  as  we  have  known  anything  of  gj'psy 
history,  have  been  arrant  fortune-tellers.     They  pUcd  fortune- 
telling  about  Franco  and  Germany  as  eurly  as   1414,  the  year 
when  the  du«ky  bauds  were  first  observed  in  Europe,  and  they 
•  From  BotTOw's  "  Rwuuinu  hkvo  Ul." 
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liave  uc\'er  reliuquislied  lite  pntutioe.  There  aro  tn-o  words  f<ir 
fwrtune-tellinjf  iu  Oypsy,  bochi  and  ilukktrintf,  Bocht  is  a  Porsiun 
wurd,  u  ino(litic;itiuu  of,  or  cuntiL'Uted  with,  the  Sanscrit  ^fifff/u, 
wtiiuh  sigiiifiee  "fate."  Dtd-kenuffis  the  modification  nf  a  Wullaco- 
SclnvoDiun  word  8i|,'-iiLfyitig  soinethiTig  spiritual  or  phostly.  In 
KiiHRTn  Ruropuan  Gypsy. .the  liuly  Ghost  is  called  Sicfnfuno 
Ihteoa.  Gjppy  fortune-telling  is  much  the  saino  everywhere, 
muth  the  same  in  Russia  us  it  is  id  SpiJiii  and  in  Kngluiid.  Kvcry> 
where  there  are  three  styles,  the  lofty,  the  familiar,  und  the 
homely :  aud  every  gypsy  woman  is  miatreea  of  all  three,  and 
uEiee  each  acrurdiug  to  the  rank  of  the  person  whose  valit  she 
dnkken,  whose  hand  she  reads,  und  adnpts  the  luck  she  promises." 

I    The  following  extract  relates  to  a  past  condition  of  things, 
though  the  diti'erent  species  of  ^'agabonds  mentioned  in  it  still 
ooatinue  to  exist : — 
grox: 
out 


*'  ifKTROPnLlTAX  GyPSYBIES — "WANDSWXtRTH,  1864. 


"  The  gypsies  are  not  the  solo  occupiers  of  Wandsworth 
pounds.  .Strange,  wild  gucsl-^  ai-o  to  bo  foand  there  who,  with- 
out heing  gypsies,  have  much  gyp^yism  in  their  huhits,  and  who 
far  exceed  the  g}-pue»  in  number.  To  pass  them  by  without 
notice  would  bo  uupardouable.  They  mity  he  divided  into  three 
cUases:  Chorwlies,  Kom-mongre,  and  Ilindity-mongre.  Some- 
thing about  Mich  :— 

'*  The  Chorodies  are  the  legitimste  descendants  of  the  rogues 
and  oulcaets  who  roumod  uboul  Kughind  long  before  its  soil  was 
trodden  by  a  gypy  foot.  They  are  a  truly  detestable  set  of 
belugs;  both  mvu  aud  womt.-u  beiug  fei-ociuus  iu  their  appearance, 
tud  in  their  cuuvirrsutiou  horrible  and  disgusting.  They  have 
s,  vulgar  features,  and  hair  which  puta  one  wonderfully  iu 
mind  of  relueu  flux,  or  the  material  of  which  mops  are  composed. 
Their  compluxiuus,  when  not  obscured  with  grime,  are  rather  lair 
thim  dark,  uvideucing  that  ihoir  oiigin  is  low,  swiiiisb  Saxou,  and 
not  gvutlu  Itomuuy.  Their  language  is  the  frowsiest  KnglisL, 
ititvrhirded  with  cuut  exprc-seioiis  tmd  a  few  words  of  bastard 
Kumauy.  They  live  in  the  vileat  tuuLs,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  ifaree  families,  who  have  their  abivdu  in  broken  aud  tilthy 
c-uravans.  They  have  none  of  the  i;oiiiforts  and  cluguncies  of  the 
gypsios.    They  arc  utterly  deslituto  ui  civility  und  good  manners. 
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and  ftre  gonemlly  ^qunlid  in  tlieir  drrss,  though  the  votnon  soin«* 
timee  exhibit  not  a  little  dirty  tAwdrinew.  The  trades  of  the 
meo  are  tinltering  and  ba.skct-mnking,  and  some  ffv  '  peet  tiio 
Bfick.'  The  woraon  go  about  with  the  articles  niiida  hy  their 
husbands,  or  mther  partners,  and  sometimes  do  a  little  in  the 
fortune-telling  line — pretty  prophetesses  1  The  fellows  will  occa- 
sionally knock  a  man  down  in  the  dark,  and  rob  him ;  the  wotdcq 
will  Bt«ul  anything  they  can  conveniently  lay  their  handji  on. 
Singular  as  it  may  seem  to  those  not  deeply  acquainted  with 
human  nature,  these  wrt-tuhes  are  not  without  a  kind  of  prid^. 
'  Wo  arc  no  gypsies — not  we !  no,  nor  Irish  either.  We  aw 
English,  and  decent  folks — none  of  your  rubbish  I '  The  gyp- 
sies hold  them,  and  with  reason,  in  supreme  contempt,  odcI  it 
from  them  that  they  got  their  name  of  Chorodies,  not  a  little* 
applicable  to  them.  Choretio  in  Oj'psy,  sigoifiee  a  poor,  miserahU 
person,  and  differs  very  little  in  sound  from  two  words,  one  Sans- 
crit and  the  other  Hebrew,  both  signifying,  like  the  Gypsy  ter 
something  low,  mean,  and  contemptible. 

"  Kora-mcngre  are  the  lowest  of  these  hawkers  who  go  about 
the  country  viltagcs  and  the  streets  of  London,  with  caravsni 
hung  about  with  various  common  articles,  such  as  mats,  brooms, 
mops,  tin  pans,  and  kettles.  Tbeso  low  hawkers  seejn  to  he  of 
much  the  )^mo  origin  us  the  Chorodies,  and  are  alinoet  equally 
brutal  and  rbpuUive  In  their  manners.  The  name  Kura-mengre 
is  Gypsy,  and  si^ni^os  follows  who  cry  out  and  tdiuut,  from  their 
practice  of  shouting  out  the  names  of  thoir  goods.  The  word  kvn, 
or  knrra,  is  by  no  means  bad  Hebrew ;  kora,  iu  the  holy  lan- 
guage, signiflcB,  he  cried  out,  called,  or  proclaimed ;  and  a  partTidge 
is  called  in  Hebrew  knni,  from  its  continually  crying  cot  to  its 
young,  when  leading  thorn  about  to  feed.  Koran,  the  name  of 
the  sacred  book  of  the  Mahometans,  is  of  the  same  root. 

"Lastly  come  the  Hiudity-mcngre,  or  Filthy  People.  Thii 
term  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  vagrant  Irish  by  the  gypsies' 
from  tho  dirty  ways  attributed  to  thorn,  though  it  is  a  questiao 
whether  the  lowest  Irish  are  a  bit  more  dirty  in  their  ways  than 
the  Kiiglish  Chorodies,  or  indeed  so  much,  and  are  certainly  im- 
meosurahly  superior  to  them  in  many  respects.  There  are  not 
many  of  them  liere,  seldom  more  than  two  families,  and  sometimes, 
evMi  durin"  the  winter,  not  a  single  Irish  tent  or  cart  is  to  be 
isecn.     The  trade  they  ostensibly  drive  is  tinkering,  r^airing  old 
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kettles,  and  making  little  pots  and  pons  oE  tin.  The  one,  hon*- 
evur,  on  wbich  thuy  principally  depend,  ie  not  tinkering,  but  one 
far  more  lucrative,  and  requiring  more  clcTemeas  and  doxterity  ; 
they  make  false  rings,  like  the  gypsy  smiths,  the  /mhioiw  rangui- 
lenrfre  of  old,  and  whilKt  Hpouking  Celtic  to  one  whom  thuy  deem 
their  counlryman.havi}  nu  hc&ituttun  In  Qcknow]»dging  theinnelveij 
to  be  •  Cairdran  Jrolch  oir,'  workern  of  folao  gold.  The  rings  are 
principally  made  out  of  old  brass  buttomt ;  those  worn  by  old 
Chelrfen  pensioners  being  conMidensd  the  very  Iwntfor  the  purpose. 
jUany  an  ancient  Corporal  Trim,  afler  having  spent  u[l  his  money 
at  the  pubh'c-houfte,  and  only  boconio  three-part^  boozy,  has  been 
induced  by  the  lUndity-mengre  to  sell  bis  buttons  at  the  rate  of 
three-balance  a-piece,  in  order  to  have  whprewiibiil  to  make 
himself  thoroughly  royal.  Kach  of  those  Hi'tvdity-mengro  has  his 
blowpipe,  and  some  of  them  can  execute  their  work  in  a  style 
little  inferior  to  that  of  a  first-mte  working  goldeinith.  The 
rings,  after  being  made,  are  rubbetl  with  a  certain  stnfF  out  of  a 
phial,  which  gives  them  all  the  npjiearance  of  gold.  This  appear- 
ance, however,  does  not  long  endure,  for  after  being  worn  two  or 
three  months,  the  ring  loses  its  false  appcaruuce  entirely,  and  any 
one  can  see  that  it  is  worthless  metal.  A  good  many  of  these  riuj,-? 
are  diitpoeed  of  at  good  prices  by  the  Hindity  women,  the  wives  of 
these  false-gold  workers,  to  servant  girls  and  the  wives  of  small 
shopkeepers,  and  not  a  few,  at  n  lower  rate,  to  certain  gentry  who 
get  their  Uvelih'iod  by  the  honourable  profession  of  ring-droppitig" 

The  Act  of  EliKabeth  agaiust  the  gypsies  was  rupeuled  by  the 
23  Geo.  III.,  c.  61  (1783),  which  declares  that  it  is  aud  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  law  of  exceMivc  severity. 

In  iSivi/ftnil  the  Gypsies  were  several  times  legislated  against. 
la  h'u-i  and  1670  they  were  directed  to  be  punished  as  vugubonds. 
In  1609  they  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country  under  pain  of 
deutb.  In  1017  justices  of  the  peace  were  instructed  to  enforce 
the  Acts  against  them.  In  1041  constables  were  ordered  to  arrest 
them,  and  this  order  appears  to  have  been  meiTuctual,  as  a  petition 
was  shortly  afterwards  presented  from  the  Church  asking  .for  their 
repreesion.  In  1047  the  rrocuraturs  of  Slate  were  told  to  report 
on  the  overtare  of  the  General  Assembly  relating  to  gypsies,  and 
in  lOGl  justices  of  the  peace  w>L>re  again  directed  to  enforce  the 
Acts  and  cottslables  to  arrest  them. 

In  Ireland,  where  they  never  were  vety  numerous,  the  gypsios 
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were  declared  rogues  and  vagabonds  by  10  and  11   Gar.  I.,  c.  4 
(1634). 

Tbe  Bcport  of  tbe  Commiasionera  appointed  to  inquire  as  to  the 
best  meaiu  of  establishing  an  efficient  GomtabuLuy  Force  in 
England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1839  contains  the  following 
evidence  regarding  the  gypsies : — 

"  The  gypsies  are  the  worst  of  thieves  :  they  live  by  fortune- 
telling  ;  they  make  rings  out  of  brass  buttons  and  pewter,  and 
the  wives  sell  them  as  gold  and  silver ;  they  have  files  and  other 
implements  for  cutting  them  out ;  the  metul  ones  are  cast ;  many 
of  them  make  bad  money.  They  will  coin  tbe  money  in  lanes,  or 
buy  of  the  dealers  in  towns  in  the  rough  and  make  it  up  them- 
selves. This  is  extensively  done,  most  'up'  the  country,  the 
south  and  west  of  England ;  more  round  Sussex,  Essex,  Eeni, 
Surrey,  If^orthampton.  They  have  no  religion ;  are  heavy  cursers ; 
go  in  families ;  never  marry ;  many  of  them  are  sbeep-stealere. 
The  two  families  of  the  Boslems  and  Smiths,  about  sixty  in  each, 
are  about  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire;  hardly  an  assize  or 
srasions  but  some  of  this  set  are  had  up  ;  in  winter  they  live  in 
towns,  if  very  severe.  They  will  be  in  one  tent  when  out ;  aa 
soon  as  they  are  old  enough  they  '  pair,'  and  if  they  don't  like 
each  other,  after  a  fight  the  woman  will  go  to  her  own  tribe 
again,  and  the  man  selects  another  woman.  They  play  cards  and 
drink  on  Sundays." 


CHAPTEn  xxin. 


SWEDES,  DENMARK,  BELGIUM,  AND  HOLLAND. 

WBOEN. — New  ptxir  law  of  IftVl  an  to  bt^^ni  anil  iimndiouit  children — 
IVfinilion  vl  vaeabonds  and  ^•■RnmtB— Naturt'  of  their  punixliinwil — 
Kutnher  of  Tflj^yxmds  in  i^ls  and  hoiiMa  of  correction  and  employed  on 
{Kiblic  worke  in  1876. 

Dekmabk. — Pnnialimeul  of  vagruite— Nunibei*  inipmoneil  for  vagrancy  from 
ISil  to  18S0. 

BsiiOltni,  IHllH  lo  1870. — Law  as  to  vn(^»t3  and  btggnrM — Suppre««ian  of 
free  admission  to  the  DeiuM  dt  Mt-mU«iu'^  in  l&J^— New  law  of  1866— 
PofHtlation  of  the  DcpAU  Ae  Mcndkitu  \^Mi  to  IbTO. 

HoiXAA'D. — pEtMQl  penal  luvrs  u  to  Lvggots  aud  va^jruut*—  Beggars'  losUtu- 

tiOD. 

SWEDEN. 

Ta«  new  poor  law  enacted  iu  1S71  provides  for  the  mode  in  which 
beggars  are  to  be  treated. 

Every  poor  union  uppoints  poor  inspoctore  on  their  own 
n'Bponaibiiiiy,  whose  duty  it  is  to  repress  meudicity  and  to  arrest 
beggars. 

An  arrosted  bcjfgar,  if  on  investigation  he  be  really  destitute,  is 
relieved  by  the  inspector.  If  he  bo  guilty  of  imposture  and 
deliberate  mendicity,  the  inspector  delivers  hiro  over  to  the 
nearest  Crown  bailiff,  to  he  punished  as  the  governor  of  the 
province  may  determine ;  and  if  he  be  taken  within  hts  own 
difftrict  of  settlement,  to  the  poor  law  authorities,  wHo  will  under- 
take to  forward  him  to  the  governor. 

Children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  found  bogging  outside  their 
district,  arc  removed  by  the  inspector's  authority  to  their  own 
domicile,  or  to  that  of  their  guardian  or  natural  protector,  and  in 
ca*e  such  domicile  cannot  be  ascertained,  then  temporary  relief 
is  aflForded  by  the  union  in  which  they  are  arrested. 

Children  begging  within  their  own  district  are  relieved  by  the 

union    if  really  destitute,  and  admonished  uud  rupriuiaudt'd  by 

Vjba  poor  board  i£  guilty  of  mendicity.     On  a  repetition  of  the 
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offence,  the  police  Qulhorities  ore  to  see  that  the  child  receires 
proper  oastigation  ut  the  hands  oi'  its  parents  or  guardian. 

Should  it  be  proved  that  the  child  baa  begged  mmecessarily,  hjr 
order  or  with  the  oonsciit  of  it«  parents  or  any  other  pcrum, 
thcBc  are  to  be  held  responsible  by  tho  poor  board,  and  the 
governor  will  puniah  them  by  the  infliction  of  hard  labour. 

Any  beggar  convicted  of  moadicity  ma)'  bo  condemned  to  hard 
labour  by  the  governor  of  iho  province  in  which  he  is  arrested,  or 
may  ho  sent  by  pn'&on  conveyance  to  his  own  domicile,  unrl 
punished  by  tho  governor  of  his  own  province. 

Hard  labour,  when  inflicted  upon  beggars,  ahall  not  be  for  lew 
than  one  month  or  more  than  six,  and  is  to  be  performed  in  tht 
eAtabliihments  for  the  purpose  bt^longing  to  tho  district,  or  if  no 
workhouse  exist  there,  then  in  tho  district  prison  or  the  Crown 
jail,  or,  if  the  latter  be  full,  then  tn  tho  house  of  correction  or  the 
labour  corps. 

Police  uutboritiee  possess  e<|ual  rights  of  arresting  beggirt  at 
the  poor  iuspectors,  and  all  town  bailiffs  are  required  to  exert 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  cause  beggars  to  disappear  from  the 
country." 

According  to  tho  terms  of  tho  law,  discharged  vagabonds  and 
vagranta  are  |Hiraons  condemned  for  crimes  involving  an  igtio- 
miuioua  poniilty,  who  after  having  suff<>red  their  punishment  lend 
an  idio  and  vugnbond  cxislcucc,  us  well  as  othor  vagabonds 
Bubjcoted  to  curUiin  restrictions  in  the  choice  of  their  abode,  and 
obliged  to  prove  that  they  eoni  thoir  living  honestly.  If  wilhuut 
authorieiutiuu  they  leuvo  their  place  of  abode,  or  if  iiftor  liuving 
received  a  warning  they  continue  to  Irad  au  idle  and  disorderly 
life  they  run  tlio  HkIc  of  losing  their  liberty  and  of  being  sent  to 
the  public  works  in  virtue  of  a  decision  not  of  the  courts  of  jaslice, 
but  of  the  udministrutjve  uuthority. 

Those  who  have  already  undergone  puniKhmont  for  a  crime  or 
a  mifwiemeanour  may  be  sent  to  the  public  works  for  from  two  to 
four  years.  For  such  persons  there  are  two  working  stations,  one 
at  Borghamn  in  Oslergotlund,  and  the  other  on  the  i^le  of  Tjurko, 
in  the  tilektnge  group,  ten  miles  from  the  town  of  Karlskrona.  lo 
these  two  places  ihe  prismners  arc  engaged  in  qunrr^nng  and 
cutting  stone:  at  Borghamn,  they  win  stone  on  account  of  the 
Government ;  at  Tjurkd,  granite  for  private  contractors. 
•  Pcpurl  by  Isnaeau  Jocelyn,  l(*72. 
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On  tlie  other  hand,  vagabonds  who  have  not  undergone  punJah- 
'^ineDt  for  a  crime  involving  an  ignominious  penalty,  but  who,  after 
having  received  a  warning  from  the  authorities  on  acconnt  of 
their  idleness,  their  propensity  for  vagabondage,  and  their  dis- 
orderly life,  neglect  the  work  which  is  assigned  to  thera,  may  be 
condeuinod  by  the  governor  to  the  public  works  for  not  less  than 
six  months  nor  more  than  a  year. 

I  This  latter  cUiss  does  work  for  the  army  at  a  special  station, 
and  is  separate  from  those  of  persons  coaderancd  fur  crimes  or 
niisdemcanours. 
For  two  years,  however,  in  consoqaencc  of  the  absence  of  work 
of  this  kind,  a  royal  decree  has  authorised  the  Department  to  sot 
persons  of  this  class  to  work  in  colls,  with  a  reduction  of  a  third 
on  their  working  Unio. 

Women  of  the  same  ciniis  are  engaged  in  public  work  allotted 
to  them  in  the  prison  of  Norrranltn  at  Stockholm,  but  entirely 
separated  from  the  other  pritfonors. 

In  IHl-'),  personH  in  want  of  work  wore  permitted  to  go  to 
work  for  a  certain  time  in  the  establiahmenta  for  the  reception 
of  vagubonda.  ThJfl  pcnnission  was  for  several  years  abused, 
many  persons  obtaining  subsistence  from  the  Stat-e  during   the 

Iaatumn  and  winter  seasons,  but  leaving  on  the  approach  of  mild 
Weather ;  it  has  been  sensibly  restricted  during  the  hist  few  years, 
ind   is  no  longer  accorded  except  under   very  exceptional   cir- 
cumstances. 
3Ist  Dec.  1B76. 
Mftlc*.  Fcmalea. 
la  gaoli  (uutaoDi  ceatralt*],  condeniiied  fur  ( 

vaf^abo&dAge ) 

JnlHmNMorooiTection{mAl«i)iiHiiec(>tL()nirce).  f 
^V     cutxlfmui-il  for  vapi1tiiiiilitK«  unit  muiclkity  ( 
^ftOn  public  wniku,  disc  harmed 
^1     bunds  autl  va^muU  . 

V  The  geueruL  rule  is  that  beggars  are  liable  on  conviction  to 
fifteen  dayH'  imprisonment,  with  bread  and  water;  vagrants  to  thirty 
days  of  the  same  punishment.  Children  under  fifteen  years  of  ago 
are  not  |K-rBonally  punishable;  but  their  parents,  ii'  conniving, 
•  RrjKiTtof  G.  F.  Atni(|iii)>t,  PiredorOcncnil  of  Prisons,  ISTD. 


31M  Dec.  1^77. 
Mak-fi.  Females. 
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may  be  beld  reipotMihIe  and  tre^ed  aeeordbi^T.  Any  vagraiLC 
penMt  who  ba«  do  apparent  means  of  ^nhaMwnca  mwr  be  :mit 
boDM  to  bU  pariab  by  the  police. 

The  practical  temperaments  of  these  mlea  are  not  mconm'iierable. 
I  am  told  that  in  the  country  and  in  the  iialliT  BHrns  chere  is  a 
^•tematic  toleraoce  of  local  beggars,  hot  that  iatniahm  beggars 
are  dealt  with  an  the  law  directs.  In  Copenhagen,  t^  police  ire 
•triot,  and  street  mendicancj  is  very  aelduB  jeoi.* 

ttvMttKn  or  I'ltwiosii  sksteiczd  to  Hkatizb  Pxsalu^  tttit  Fcid  p>b 

VAdBAflCV,    MKXDIfin,   ASD    HAKniG  AWAT   WITH    TSM.    PttOFSaTY  Of 
I]«f»TITUT10IIM   rOB  THS   ReLIET  OF  THE   POOB. 


In  rVippnliflK"" 
PrafMtunw  in  the  IntantU,  i 
(^ipenliflKPn  not  iiidmled  j 
I'tttft-ctiiren  in  JutUnil    . 

Tdlftl  In  tlie  wlutle  kinKiIom 
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The  apparent  progrossive  increase  of  late  years  in  Tagrancj 
and  mendicity  is  attributable  to  the  greater  rigilance  of  the  police 
ruUior  than  to  uiiy  rtnil  increase  of  vagrancy. 

Tho   total  population    of    Denmark    at   the    lust    censua  was 

l,OUO,!Kia 

IIELOIUM. 

By  tho  decree  of  5th  July,  1808,  begging  was  prohibited,  a 
dt'pot  de  mendicity  was  ordered  to  be  created  in  every  department, 
ond  every  person  found  bogging  was  to  be  arrested  by  the  gen- 
darmerie and  removed  to  tho  d»5p6t  by  order  of  the  "  local 
authority,"  therefore  without  a  judicial  aontence.  Beggars  in  a 
Btttte  of  vagrancy  woro  to  bo  sent  to  prison.  The  penal  code  of 
1810  (Arts.  271,  275)  enacts  very  severe  penalties  against  botk 
offences,  and  left  the  culprits  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
after  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  imprisonment,  to  be  detained 
in  the  depots  for  any  further  period.  Place  was  also  reserved  in 
the  depots  for  homeless  paupt'rs  who  asked  for  admission.  A 
separation  of  these  ditfercnt  classes  and  some  useful  labour  waa  at 
first  attempted,  but  abandoned  as  impracticable.  Thus  the  tive 
depots  de  mendicite  became  great  hostelries  for  supplying  board, 
lodging,  and  congenial  society  to  all  the  profligates  of  the  country 
at  the.  public  expense. 

•    llri'iiil  li>(i.  Sli-.Lilii'v,  1S71. 
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This  systoiQ  was  found  to  be  intolerably  cxponaivo  and  perfectly 
ineSectual  as  a  means  of  roprasBion.  Tbo  remedy  was  thought  to 
lit)  in  the  mtppretision  af  jree  niitnitisiom.  Therefore  a  law  was 
pasAed  in  1>'^4^  providing  that  heggarH  and  vugrnnt'ft  should  still 
be  received  in  the  dZ-pots,  hut  that,  upontaoeous  applicants  should 
not  be  admitted  without  the  iuinotion  of  their  own  coTnmunal  or 
other  authorities.  Pnupersthua  admitted  at  their  own  desire  may 
he  forced  to  remain  in  the  rii'p<'it  for  thirty  diiys,  and  if  they  return 
within  the  same  year  are  to  be  detained  for  a  period  of  from  six  to 
twelve  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  permanent  deputation. 
These  restrictions  did  not  produce  the  dosired  etfect,  that  of  reliev- 
ing thoburden  of  the  communes,  but  only  increased  the  number  of 
judicial  condemnations.  For  when  im  applicant  was  refused 
admittance,  he  bad  only  to  get  himself  convicted  as  a  beg^gor  or 
vagrant,  which  involved  a  penalty  of  one  to  seven  days'  impriaon- 
ment,  and  a  further  sojourn  of  from  six  to  twelve  months  in  the 
dipot,  at  the  discretion  of  the  governor  of  the  province.  The  law  had 
little  effect  in  keeping  down  the  population  of  the  depots,  but  altorod 
the  relative  proportions  of  the  free  and  compuleory  inmates. 

The  main  result  of  the  above  law  has  been  the  toleration  of 
mendii'aney,  particularly  in  the  rurulcommunes,  asalesjuer  evilthan 
thac  of  supporting  beggars  in  the  dijputs  for  indefinite  periods. 

The  ayalom  of  dvpota  de  mendiciti^  was  totally  traui*forraed  by 
the  law  of  Gth  March,  1860,  on  the  principle  of  bringing  able- 
bodied  beggars  under  severe  discipline,  while  tolerating  juvenile 
and  infirm  beggars.  This  law  enacts  that  every  able-bodied  beggar 
or  vngnmt  aged  more  than  fourt-cen  yeura  shiilt  be  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  Iriffunai  lie  simple  poficf,  may  be  sentenced  to 
prison  for  from  one  to  seven  (iaya,  and  iiuti/  bo  phicod  after  that  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Oovernraeni  for  a  term  to  be  fixed  by  the 
JHge  dcpaix,  which  term  ra  to  be  from  Jifteen  diiys  to  three  months 
for  the  first  offence,  and  from  three  to  six  months  for  the  second. 
Culprits  under  fourteen  years  old  arti  to  be  arrested  and  sent  to  a 
reformatory  till  they  attain  the  age  of  twenty.  Able-bodied 
mdprita  over  fourteen  yetirs  of  age  are  to  be  confined  in  a  peniten- 
tiary or  u  depot  de  mondiciii^  during  their  term  of  seclusion.  The 
governor  is  authorised  to  suppress  all  the  depots  and  to  reorganise 
them  on  new  principles.  If  there  are  extenuating  circumstances, 
Ihe  judge  is  aulhoriwd  to  inflict  a  pi^-nnltyof  "  simple  police,"  i.e. 
9t'\vu  days'  impriMnment  without  bboiir  or  subsequent  seclusion. 

Additional  penalties  are  uwurdcd  by  this  hiw  tu  poraoiis  who 
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cause  children  to  beg,  or  who  procure  childreii  or  cripples  to 
accompany  them  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  commiseration.  The 
new  penal  code  of  1867  is  very  severe  upon  the  offences  committed 
by  beggars  or  vagrants,  such  as  trespass,  threats,  simulating  Bores 
and  infirmities,  begging  in  troops  or  in  disguise,  carrying  arms, 
bearing  false  passports  or  papers,  carrying  housebreakers'  tools, 
&c.  After  the  expiration  of  their  penalty  they  may  be  kept  from 
five  to  ten  years  under  the  surveillance  of  the  police.  Vagrants 
are  defined  to  be  those  who  have  no  fixed  abode  or  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  who  habitually  exercise  no  trade  or  profession.* 

By  the  law  of  1866  vagrants  and  beggars,  infirm,  or  aged  less 
than  fourteen  years  may  be  arrested  and  brought  before  the 
tribunal  of  police.  If  arrested  outside  of  their  own  commune,  the 
bourgmestre  will,  in  the  first  instance,  enjoin  them  to  return 
thereto.  They  cannot  be  prosecuted  without  the  sanction  of  the 
bourgmestre.  This  disposition  withdraws  the  repression  of  men- 
dicity from  the  exclusive  action  of  the  judicial  authority  when  the 
culprit  is  infirm  or  aged  less  than  fourteen.  It  thus  allows  the 
commune  to  tolerate  or  put  down  begging  within  its  own  limits 
as  regards  these  two  classes.  It  is  thought  probable  that  each 
commune  will  tolerate  mendicity  exercised  by  its  own  inhabitants, 
and  will  expel  the  beggars  of  neighbouring  communes. 

Juvenilo  and  infirm  beggars  when  convicted  must  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  govemmenii  for  six  months  on  their  first  and 
for  two  years  on  their  second  conviction.  They  are  to  be  detained 
in  a  d(^p6t,  a  charitable  institution,  or  a  reformatory,  according 
to  circumstances,  until  they  are  twenty  years  of  age.  The 
reception  in  the  depots  of  voluntary  applicants  must  be  previously 
sanctioned  by  the  college  of  bourgmestre  and  aldermen  of  their 
"  domicile  de  sccours,"  which  is  to  pay  for  their  maintenance. 

DfirflTB    DE   MENDICITfi. 


Entries. 

Average  Population 

IH4U        ....          2,739 

2,828 

1  Kri(  > 

4,A08 

3.478 

IWid 

3,431 

2,448 

lN(>2 

4,.-i94 

2,918 

iMjfi 

2,851 

1,570 

!M(;7 

4,044 

1,659 

IH(;!> 

4,549 

1,338 

1K7(1 

4,836 

1,925 

•  Hcport  by  Sir  Henry  P.  T.  Barron,  1P72. 
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Although  the  whole  ri^gime  of  beggars  and  vagrants  ir  still 
in  a  traiuitional  state,  the  new  luw  baa  already  borne  good 
iVuite. 
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HOLLAND. 

In  the  year  1818  a  phibinthropic  Dutch  statesman,  General  van 
den  Boacb,  organised  a  8ooiety  of  Beneficence,  the  programme  of 
which  was  to  purchase  wild  b«uthlandB  in  Ea«t  Holland  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivating  them  by  the  labour  of  the  pauper  olaases. 
Nearly  10,000  acres  of  land  were  acquired  at  Fredericksoord,  near 
Steenwyk,  Ommerschans,  near  Meppel,  and  Veeahuizen,  near 
Afisen.  Beggars  and  idlers  and  diasolute  vagabonds  were  by 
arrungement  with  the  Government  sent  there,  but  with  in- 
sufficient powerB  of  discipline  and  oontrol.  Ah  might  naturally  be 
expected,  the  scheme  eventually  proved  a  failure,  and  in  1H09  the 
Government  took  the  matter  in  hand,  paid  off  the  debts  of  the 
Society,  and  relieved  it  of  the  care  of  the  worst  olaases,  who  were 
located  at  Veenhuizcn  and  Ommerschans.  and  who  were  aft«r  that 
time  placed  under  Oovemmeiit  control.  Even  since  this  change 
the  system  is  by  no  means  a  auccet^s,  owing  to  the  character  of  the 
rnanagenjeiit.  The  discijilino  is  imperfect,  the  oaaociution  of  the 
inmntes  being  perfectly  unchecked  at  night,  and  also  permitted  at 
intervals  during  the  day.  ITie  provisinn  of  food  U  umplo  if  not 
excessive,  the  personal  accommodation  comfortable,  the  situation 
of  tho  colonics  pleasant,  and  the  amount  of  work  done  insufficient. 
With  all  these  drawbacka  to  good  and  firm  diftcipliiie,  which  is 
essential  to  the  reclamation  of  tho  vicious  or  vacillating  ohamctcrB 
who  are  tho  inmates  of  such  ostahliahments,  it  ia  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  recommittals  to  the  colonics  amounted  in  1875 
to  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  commiltala,  and  maintain  very  much 
tho  anme  proportion  in  the  present  day.  In  fact,  in  place  of  being 
■s  they  khould  be,  places  of  reclamation,  the  colonies,  like  the 
nnrefonned  casual  wards  in  England,  aro  sources  of  contamination, 
and  serve  to  propagate  depravity  infitead  of  checking  it. 


RBCtTtATlOVS   REUARDINQ  BeGGARS. 


r  Beggars  are  to  be  conrined  in  a  place  which  has  been  specially 
idapCed  for  their  reception,  and  this  rule  holds  good  for  the  whole 
kingdom.     The  places  appointed  for  the  purpose  arc  Ommerschans 
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Nd.  1  for  womoQ,  Nob,  2  and  'i  for  mon.  Tboae  institutiuus, 
which  are  under  Government  cootrol  and  nro  directly  Bubject  to 
the  department  of  Justice,  are  intonclcd  for  the  reception  of 
beggars  and  tramps  condemned  to  detention  by  a  judge,  and  of 
the  ohiMrcn  of  such  persons  where  they  cannot  be  separated  from 
their  parents.  The  expense  of  the  removal  and  maintenance  of 
priMtnera  is  borne  by  Government. 

PriRonors  are  actively  employed  chiefly  as  agrtciiUurftl  labourers, 
vood-outtoFR,  cattle-tenders,  and  herdsmen  ;  some  have  to  do 
housework,  othern  arc  act  to  do  moderate  manual  labour,  such  to* 
the  making  of  coffee-bags,  knitting  atockingn,  making  military 
gloves,  mats,  Bshing-neta,  &c. 

Oa  the  1st  July,  188-i,  there  were  : — 

At  Ommersfhana        ....  891  men. 

At  Vtwuiiiiiwjii,  No.  I         ...  343  wom«n. 

„  „  „    a  .         .         .  «lBmen. 

M  n  «      3  ■  •  ■  'W      » 

Total      ....     ifi43  persona. 

Amount  of  live  stock  in  the  four  diviitions : — 

HofBea 8 

Cowg,  «ntl  nthvr  hornet)  cattle       ....     VSS 
Sheep  oni)  lainlu 9L6 

In  the  grounds  there  were  under  cultivation  : — 

Acren. 

Bje 334 

Oau ]»4 

Homebeane 31 

poifti.M>a les 

Buclcwfaeat 6 

Usnten  Fniit 26 

74« 


In  these  eHtablishmentH  are  also  confiuod  those  who  have  been 

convicted  of  repeated  public  drunkeiineHs  and  stMiwecd  stealing; 

[they  may  alao  bo  iuoarcerated  for  not  loss  than  three  months  nor 

'  more  than  twelve  in  a  Govenimcnt  gaol  by  sentence  of  a  judge,  in 

virtue  of  the  law  of  2,Sth  June,  1H«1.     On  the  Ist  July.  Ittti3,  the 

total  number  under  Bcntence  was  thirty-two. 

In  the  institutions  such  of  the  poor  as  buvo  not  Iwen  convicted 
and  arc  not  mentally  affected,  and  who  desire  a  place  of  refuge, 
be  received  at  the  cost  of  their  parish. 


may 
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Future  Rule*  on  the  Introduction  of  the  New  Penal  Code.  La  m  Book 
of  ^d  March,  1881,  Official  Gazette  No.  35. 

"  Whoever  begs  publicly  will  be  pTmished  with,  imprisoiuQent 
for  from  one  to  twelve  days. 

"  Three  or  more  persooB  united  for  the  purpose  of  begging,  if 
above  sizteen  years  old,  will  be  punished  by  confinement  of  from 
one  day  op  to  three  months. 

"  If  any  of  the  above-named  offenders  are  again  apprehended 
within  a  year  for  the  same  offence,  the  judge  may  increase  the 
penalty  by  one-third,  and  if  able  to  work  may  send  them  to 
a  GKivemment  '  workhouse '  for  from  three  months  up  to  three 
years. 

"  On  the  introduction  of  the  new  penal  code  the  character  of 
the  present  Beggar  Institutions  will  be  changed ;  thus  Yeenhuizen 
will  become  a  Government '  workhouse '  for  the  reception  of  sack 
persons  as  are  able  to  work,  and  who  will  be  adjudged  to  be  placed 
there  in  accordance  with  the  new  Legal  Code. 

"  Yeenhuizen  I,  will  then  be  for  females,  and  II.  and  HI.  for 
males, 

"  Ommersohans  will  then  be  altered  to  a  penal  prison  aa  far  as 
it  may  be  available  or  can  be  made  available  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  will  thus  cease  to  be  a  colony  or  d^pdt  for  beggars." 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


FRANCE. 


670—1885. 


Onlinaiico  of  the  2ad  Council  nf  Touts. — OpdUiaiicen  of  St  Loui* — Edict  of 
Jolin  itt  135(1. — RinIvufs  <Ie  filKv  unilt^r  Clmrlen  VIII. — Meamures  of 
i«I>KMaoa  nnder  Fran^in  T. — Edict  of  H^'tiri  II. — Dcficriptioo  of  th« 
varioun  onlMv  of  mendicant)) — Onlinftncpaof  Louis  XIII. — Supiiression  uf 
the  Conra  dee  MinclM  by  \.onu  XI V.— Anion  nf  the  Nalioiiiil  Awuiribly. 
— IWrv*  of  1809. — P^pCts  da  ilcnrliciti-,— CircHlnm  iiwun'l  Itv  the  Mitiiclry 
of  the  Intt^rior  to  the  prtffetB  in  USfil.  1h72,  ]f*74,  and  18.M.— Bt-aulta  of 
th«  iiH|uiries  iii«titut«d  ia  coiiei)(|ueuci.<  of  the  circulHr  of  1?*M1. — The  Tcnir 
■.elasMiof  TUfjftbonda.— Steparetcommcndtvlhythppn'fpts  for  thu  reprMaioti 
of  vaftaboniloRe. — Report  of  a,  epeciiil  comiiuttee  to  thu  Nnti'inul  Aaeemhl]' 
in  ltj73. — Census  of  va(;abonda^e.^ — Convictions  fot  mundlctty  onA  vojja- 
bondoge. 

Is  the  year  570,  the  second  Council  of  Tours  formiilftted  an 
ordinance,  both  religious  and  nociat,  on  the  assistance  to  bo  given 
to  the  nece.<isit.ous  and  on  the  prohibition  of  mendicity.     "  Let 

th    city,  according'  to  its  resources,  provide   for  its  poor  uud 

irm,  and  let  the  expense  be  divided  between  tho  inhabitants 
and  the  clergy,  so  that  the  poor  may  no  longer  wander  about." 
Charlemagne  forbid  foocl  being  given  to  mendicants  who  refused 
to  work. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  the  manumission  of  the  serfs,  and  the 
incewant  wars,  famine*,  and  t-pidemics  which  occurred,  gave  men- 
dicity a  frightful  expansion,  which  tb«  most  rigorous  measures 
could  not  suppreftft.  The  Church  in  addition,  through  its  swarma 
of  mendicant  orders  helped  to  propag<ite  this  deplorable  state  of 
tbui^,  by  eleruting  Uziness  to  the  condition  of  a  profession,  and, 
U'bat  is  worse,  by  muking  it  under  certain  circumstances  a  pass* 
port  to  8anctity\ 

The  number  of  ntcndicanta  bocumo  so  groat,  that  iu  order  to 
■uperviso  them  with  grcutor  eoao  it  was  found  nocussury  to  opun 
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reAign  for  them,  to  which  they  were  in  some  moasare  confined ; 
it  WB8  in  this  way  that  the  various  Courji  dn  Miracles  were  funuutl, 
dens  into  which  even  justice  itself  hesitated  to  [leiietrate. 

The  mendicants  organised  themselves  into  distinct  ooqwratioriB 
like  govemmftnl  departments ;  they  had  their  States  General, 
and  elected  kings.  This  secret  organisation  of  idleneas  and  theft 
was  a  continuous  poril  to  society. 

Saint  Loiilf,  whose  thorough  hencvolence  is  beyond  question, 
ordered  in  his  "  Institutions  "  that  every  idler  and  vagabond 
who,  owning  nothing  and  earning  nothing,  freqnented  taverns, 
should  be  arrested  and  interrogated  on  his  means  of  existence ;  if 
ho  was  discovered  in  making  false  statementa  and  convicted  of  an 
evU  course  of  life  he  was  to  be  baniehed  from  the  town. 

In  the  reign  of  John  every  kind  of  scourge  ravaged  France ; 
war  and  famine  and  a  fearful  epidemic  added  to  the  general 
misery.  Troops  of  peasants  and  disbandecl  soldiers,  proGttng  by 
the  universal  desolation,  overran  the  town  and  the  eountiy, 
begging  during  the  day  and  robbing  and  murdering  at  night. 

To  put  a  stop  to  these  excesses  the  King  in  1^(50  issued  an  edict 
against  ubio-hodiod  beggars,  which  formed  the  basis  of  aub»equeait 
legislation  against  mendicity.  Able-bodied  beggars  were  for- 
bidden to  beg  under  the  t>cualty  of  the  scourge  and  the  pillory ; 
for  a  subsequent  offence  they  were  to  be  branded  ou  the  forehead 
with  a  hot  iron  and  bauishtMl.  Alms  to  able-bodied  beggan  ware 
forbidden  ;  the  aid  of  the  pulpit  was  invoked  to  prevent  ossntanoe 
from  being  given  to  able-bodied  idlers  and  vagabonds;  and  finalljFj 
prelates,  barons,  chevaliers,  and  burghers  were  Dommanded 
prohibit  their  almoners  from  giviugoharity  to  able-bodied  bej 
This  penal  enactment,  which  erred  on  the  side  of  exceaaive  aei 
rily,  was  rarely  put  in  force;  in  every  reign  it  was  thf 
necessary  to  endeavour  to  provide  by  new  ordinanoea  for  the 
inefiicienoy  of  former  onaotments.  An  ordinance  of  14!^3  con- 
demned beggars  and  vagabonds  to  the  galleys  and  their  accom- 
plices to  the  scourge. 

Under  Charku  Vlll.  mention  is  made  of  a  special  order  of 
mendicants,  styled  in  the  ordinances  prowlers  for  girls  {rAdeurg  de 
Jilltv) ;  these  wretches  curried  off  young  girls,  whom  they  sold 
after  having  abused  them.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  6lh  July*^ 
Hfla,  the  King  orgnnittt-d  a  public  force  entrusted  with  tl 
superintendence  of  the  security  of  the  roads,  and  the  execution  of 
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the  regulaliona  gainst  mendicity  thruiigiiout  tho  kingdom;  this 
was  the  origin  of  the  r^r/m  de  in  mar^-hatms^,  or  provortt-marshal's 
force.  In  the  reign  of  Fi-aH<;oin  l.  a  large  number  of  charitable 
institiitionn  were  established,  but  at  the  «ame  time  very  serere 
ires  of  repression  were  enacted  against  able-bodied  mendi- 
^dinta ;  for  instance,  on  fleveral  occan'ons  the  raagi^traten  of  Paris 
■WOTO  ordered  to  cm]>Ioy  the  able-bodied  poor  on  the  fortifications 
of  Parifi,  or  on  other  works,  and  t«  provide  food  for  those  who 
accepted  work  ;  begjpirs  were  forbidden  to  assemble  on  pain  of 
being  whipped  and  scourged  with  rods,  and  in  order  to  ensure 
Uie  safely  of  the  capita],  which  was  invaded  by  a  great  number 
of  vagabonds  and  idle  adventurers,  Juvnyoi's  I.  iu^tituted  a  perma- 
nent  public  force  composed  of  a  heuteiuiDt  and  a  certain  aomber 
of  archers. 

At  thi«  period  the  country  was  infested  with  vagabonds  and 
beggars  "abandoned  to  every  kind  of  vice,  robbers,  murderers, 
kidnappers,  and  ravishers  of  girls,  who  renounced  God,  made 
vice  8  virtue,  and  were  cruel,  inhuman,  and  wolfish."  Miscreants 
of  the  worst  type,  farming  themselves  into  large  bauds,  sacked 
villitgtw.  and  fionietimea  even  furtifii^  towns;  (hey  subjected  the 
luifurtunatc  peasants  to  the  moct  cruel  tortures.  The  wlicts  of 
1523  and  1537  ordered  these  rohhern  to  be  purBuwl  and  put  to 
death  with  refinements  of  cruelty  worthy  of  these  barbarous 
times. 

ilttiri  II.,  by  an  edict  of  the  9th  July,  1547,  again  ordered  the 
admission  of  the  ublc-budicd  poor  to  public  works  ;  he  completely 
proscribed  mendicity  under  the  penalty  of  the  scourge  and  banish- 
ment lor  women  and  the  galleys  for  men. 

KthOM  two  reigns  flourished  in  all  their  cynical  insolence  the 
iticais  of  beggarit  knu»-n  under  the  name  of  Mi)ftrfs  (rascals). 
^t  the  top  of  the  tree  was  the  king  *  of  the  B^Ustres,  who  bore 
the  title  of  Coetre  or  Arch-rogue.     Then  came  the  eagom  (master 

*  Th«  "  kiitgK,"  Thono  m^ua  w*r«  g«DftrftIly  of  abort  duration,  owius  to 
ths  derentiila  of  the  hfttigmftn,  nometimM  took  the  titleof  raiile  Thaue,  TAune 
Or  Tuttr  h-vifi  tho  ulil  !■  reach  osnw  forTuuin.  Itulh  thta  ct|>itht)t  luid  that 
«jr  Oirtrf  Were  a  trave>iry  of  the  aafiamption  hy  the  leiwlor  of  tJie  f)f  p«ie6  of 
Uhe  title  uf  Duko  of  Jignt  V«f*Te  i*  evidunlly  a  brawiii-faoeil  a)>pro|inaUoa 
Cif  the  DAtDu  (if  Kmrtt  I.,  Iving  of  I'ur.iiu,  (-ailed  by  Ctreak  wiit^ra  Ounnii*, 
the  ({lorifla  and  haptiiuesa  of  whoae  reigii  are  fre^^ueuLly  extuUvd  by  puutu  as 
Xho  gulden  ag»  of  the  pDniisn  xovtiroii^rity.  Bi>th  tJCltiH  are  mi  duubt  due  to 
smattorin^  of  koowledge  oblsiiied  from  aomu  vagabuud  studeuC  of  the  Vitrre 
Urinijoirt  type. 


TikcD  bi4n  like  ''alnuiiK*  uiil  Tfimiieiiirtbe  Cil]r  of  Kfcdait, 
■aecuiei]  iti  ihe  XVth  century. 
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Irom  acurvy)  gave  out  that  the;  hud  returned  from   Alisc-Suint 

Koine  in  the  Cote  d'Or,  famous  for  tta  mineral  waters,  where  they 

bad   boon   miraculously  cured    of  the  scurvy.     The  sahoukux " 

(simulator*  of  ©pilepfty),  with  a   piece  of  wwp  in  their   mouths, 

roUtd    about    in    the    streets   and    in    the  porticoes  of  churches 

,  simulBtiiig  the  convulsions  of  an  attuck  of  epilepsy.     The  hubim 

b  (derotees  of  St.  Hubert)  alleged  that  they  were  cured  of  the  bite 

I'  of  a  mad  dog  through  the  special   protection  of  Saint  Hubert. 

The  coquUlardit  t  (pilgrims)  covered  with  sholU  and  u  stuff  iu  hand, 

pretended  to  have  returned  from  uU  the  known  pilgrimagea.     The 

narqu0i)tt  (archers  or  "  rufflers,")  or  driUet^  (soldier*),  oometimcB 

r1m>  called  yens  de  In  jfciitf  fambe  (men  of  the  abort  bwordj  were 

t  mainly  recruited  from  disbanded  wldiers,  and  \hG pasHtcolants,  li  or 

volunteer  8oldiers,  demanded  alms  iu  the  moHl  iiiaelunt  manner 

'  with  sworda  at  their  side.     This  orgatiisution  subsisted  up  to  the 

;  reign  of  Lquk  XI V. 

NeverthelesH,  in  spit©  of  edicts,  the  beg'gars  refused  to  take  to 

.  "work,  and  continued  their  vagabond  and  adventurous  life.     They 

1  attained  such  a  degree  of  insolence  and  boldness,  that  a  public 

■outcry  was  raised  against  them  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The   old   rcgulatioua   were  consequently   renewed   in    all    their 

ligonr ;  perftona  were  forbiddea  to  give  alma  to  mendicants  under 

A  penalty  of   10  Hvrcs  parisis   (350  soua)  ;    finally,  the  provost 

anarshara  lieutenants  wore  ordered  to  go  aa  often  as  they  could 

;<through  the  town  and  Kuburba,  accompanied  by  scrgcanta,  archers, 

and  an  officer  of  the  high  court  of  justice,  for  the  purpose  of  whip- 

lyiing  eaimandt  (male  beggars)   and   caimandea    (female   beggars) 

■*honi  they  found  begging. 

All  these  rigorous  measuren  did  not  suffice  ;  it  was  therefore 

ibund  requiftite  to  try  other  means  of  action.     Louin  XIII.,  by 

(ma  order  of  the  27th  of  August,  161*2,  opened  asylums  where 

'inendicantA  were  to  he  confined  and  fed.     Edicts  and  orders  were 

■issued,  forbidding  vagrancy  and  mendicity  under  the  penulty  for 

i 

I      *  The  Siilonlfti^-  evidently  owe  their  name  to  the  "aapo"  or  soap  th«y 

J  |>ut  iti  thfir  moutha. 

+  Coquilhird,  from  cntfuiHe,  a  ahell. 

I  .Vnryuw*  ie  a  slaiz^  niluptKtiun  ot  arcltrr,  a  bowmaa. 
I      §  Dritle.    Thin  worti,    Miys   HiFhil.  undoubtedly  epi-iugs   from  sovditrd, 
'however  stnuige  it  may  appear  until  oue  kuows  tliat  thi.i  latter  word  h&« 
\  produood  tiMidriiir,  with  a  Kimiiar  meAtiitig.     The  droppiug  or  »Idiuff  of 
I  lyUablea  to  words  is  a  common  festure  iii  caai  Uogu&goa. 

I   fatHi-vlnHU,  iutrudoni  ur  iuti-rlu|)urs. 
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moD  of  the  pUlury  imd  tbo  galleys,  and  for  women  and  g'irU 
the  Bcourgo  nud  por]>etuid  bauUhtneut ;  huidlords,  hou&eboltli:n, 
lodgm|^Uuu»e  keupvrs,  uDd  sellers  of  buer  or  other  liquors  w«re 
speuiully  forbidden  to  hurliour  va^bunds  under  the  penalty  of 
exoiuplury  puiushmeiit  by  iiupriKoiituent  and  whippiiiK* 

During  tfao  early  years  of  the  rei^i  of  Louin  X 1 1".  the  political 
troublea  favoured  tlie  encroach meute  of  the  beggars.  Sumo  of 
these  assuming  the  aspect  of  bullies,  in  the  style  of  the  period, 
demanded  alms  with  swords  by  their  sides  and  bands  over  their 
ruffs.  These  wretohos  lived  among  themselves  in  the  moet 
promiscuous  manner  ;  they  hmught  up  and  trained  their  children 
1o  mendicity,  and  sold  te  recruiting  officers  adulta  whom  they 
captured  by  violence  and  whom  they  kept  in  privuCc  ooutinement 
in  houses  which  were  styled  /oim  (ovens).  There  were  then  in 
Paria  eleven  of  the  Coun  den  Mtrarles*  aervinj^  as  haunts  for 
40,000  beggars.  In  this  extremity  Louin  XIV.  resumed  the 
vrork  almnst  abandoned  by  Louia  XIII.,  and  founded  a  bospitnl 
in  Parts  for  the  detention  of  the  poor.  "  We  will  and  command," 
Bays  the  edirt,  "that  poor  Wggars,  both  uhte-bodied  and  infirm 
of  both  sexes,  ghuU  be  confined  in  a  hospital  in  order  to  be  em* 
pluyttd  in  bibour,  maDufacturcs^  and  other  -forms  of  work  according 
to  their  ability."  Article  9  of  this  I'dict  forbids  mendicancy 
under  severe  penalties.  In  the  year  165(i  a  veritable  army  of 
archers  and  commisetoners  invaded  the  principal  Conr  dfs  MiraeUs 
in  Paris,  since  rendered  famous  by  Victor  H't'jo.  The  inhabitants 
tried  to  resist  or  to  fly ;  they  had  not  time  for  the  one  or  uppur- 
tuuity  for  the  other.  The  sovereiguty  of  the  roi  th  Thnne  was 
broken  up,  and  beggars  of  all  kinds,  thieves,  and  vagabonds  were 
examined  and  jMicked  otf  either  to  prison  or  to  the  hospital.  Up 
to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Loiiin  XI  V.  the  powers  of  the  Slate 
fought  energetically  against  mendicity  aud  vagrancy  without 
accomplishing  the  reprussiou  of  these  evils.  Tlie  Biiccessors  of 
the  Qriincl  Monarque  did  not  succeed  any  better  in  their  difficult 
task.  In  17LU  beggars  were  ordered  to  be  transported  to  the 
colonies,  but  owing  to  expostidutions  from  the  colonios  the  order 
was  revoked  in  1 1'i'i. 

The  question  of  mendicity  was  thought  of  such  importance  by 

*  The  Conr*  tff*  Miraflrt  oiK-ed  their  titl«  to  the  mirac»/oiv  maunor  in 
which  lh«  bLiitii.  tho  bolt,  aitil  tho  Inme  who  ialiabited  tham  reoovuretl  bum 
Uisir  aiUueatii  Ui«  moment  they  reached  home. 
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rthe  Nttlional  ABaeinbly  iliut  it  Itcetowod  the  name  of  Comii^  pour 
^pttuic/ion  fie  la  mmiUeii^  on  the  commu.'lion  entruated  with  the 
uiisatioii  of  it^licl'. 
The  present  legislation  for  tho  suppivRaion  of  mendicity  is 
founded  upon  a  (Jpcree  of  July  n,  1809.  The  instruction  of  tho 
Kniperor  runs,  *'  J[atterfl  ought  to  be  arranged  in  such  a  wny  that 
)it  might  he  said,  'Erery  beggar  will  he  arretted.'  But  to 
arrest  him  in  order  to  ptit  him  in  prison  would  he  barbaroue  or 
absurd.  One  or  several  houses  of  charity  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary in  every  depnrtnient."  The  decree  founded  upon  this  instruc- 
tion declares,  "Mendicity  is  to  be  forbidden  throughout  the 
empire  ;  beggars  in  each  department  are  to  he  arrtBtwd  aud 
tukou  to  the  depot  de  mendicity  of  the  department,  so  eoon  as 
this  d^pot  is  established  and  the  following  formalities  bavo  been 
complied  with  ;  within  a  fortnight  following  the  establishment 
ami  organisation  of  each  depot  do  mendicite,  the  pri^fet  of  the 
department  is  to  make  known  by  notice  that  the  said  d^pol  having 
been  cetablished  and  organised,  all  persons  begging  and  having 
DO  means  of  subsistence  are  required  to  present  themselves  there ; 
this  notice  is  to  be  published  and  repeated  in  all  the  coinmuDes  of 
the  department  dnrijig  three  cou-^ecutive  Sundays;  after  the 
third  publioutiou,  every  person  who  is  found  begging  iu  the 
department  is  to  bo  arrusloil  in  accorilance  witli  the  orders  of  the 
local  authorities  through  the  medium  of  the  gendarmerie,  and 
immediately  taken  to  the  depot  do  mendicity  ;  vagabond  beggars 
are  to  be  arrested  and  taken  to  the  Houses  of  Detention.     It  was 

•  also  enacted — each  di''put  de  metidiciti^  is  to  be  created  and  orgaiiiKixi 
liy  a  frpecial  decree,  the  expenses  of  the  estuhlishmeut  of  the  di'^pot 
being  concurrently  borne  by  the  TreuBiiry,  the  departments,  and 
tlie  towns;  within  n  month  of  the  publication  of  this  decree  the 
prefeta  ore  to  address  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  a  report 
npon  the  eatahUshment  of  the  depcit  de  mendicity  of  their  depart- 
,  ment." 

Article  274  of  the  Penal  Code,  modified  hy  the  law  of  April  28, 
1832,  prondes,  "  Every  person  who  shall  be  found  begging  in  a 
locality  in  which  a  public  establishment  exists,  organised  with  a 
riow  to  preclude  mendicity,  shall  be  pimished  with  from  three  to 
six  mouths'  imprisonment,  ond  shall  at  the  expiration  of  his 
punishment  be  taken  to  a  d<^p6t  de  mendicite."  Article  276 
continues,  "  In  placea  where  such  establish mculs  do  not  yet  exist, 
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habitual  able-bodied  beggars  nboll  be  punished  with  from  one  to 
three  months'  imprisonmcut,  and  if  they  are  arrested  outside  tho 
canton  in  which  they  reside  they  shall  be  punished  witli  imprison- 
ment from  six  months  to  two  years." 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  instruction  and  th«  pn>- 
Tisiou  of  the  decree,  about  forty  d^pOts  de  mendioite  were  estab- 
lished, thirty  of  which  existed  iu  1872.  These  were  to  be  "  paternal 
etjtablishmeuts,"  where  benevolence  was  to  temper  oonstruint  by 
gentleness,  to  maintain  di»cipliue  by  affection,  und  to  revive  the  feel- 
ing of  wholesome  shame.  Thetie  philanthropic  institutions  do  not 
appear  to  have  answered  the  expectations  of  the  founders.  "  Th» 
expenses,"  says  M.  Bechard,  "  greatly  exceeded  the  culculationa, 
and  only  served  to  sustain  the  laziness  of  the  prisonon  and 
redoubled  tho  audacity  uf  the  beggars  who  could  not  be  admitted." 
The  beggars  proved  in  every  seuee  to  be  "  too  many  "  for  tha 
Emperor.  "The  beggars,"  says  Fodfir^,  " scoffed  at  him  who 
scoffed  at  kings.  He  bus  pasdod  away  and  mendicity  has  sur* 
vived."  "  The  depot  de  mendicity,"  Mr.  Hamilton  nimarks^ 
"  which  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  Kngliah  workhouse,  is  s 
departmental  establishment  Intended  rather  for  tho  punishment  of 
the  offence  of  bogging  than  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  The  dt-put 
at  Saint  Denis,  near  Paris,  is  practically  the  only  one  for  the 
department  of  the  8eino.  Tho  management  of  this  d^p^t  is  good, 
that  is,  the  most  refructory  ohuis  of  the  population  of  Paris,  when 
oommittod  for  their  term  of  imprisonment,  are  deacribed  aa  orderly 
and  industrious,  earning  during  tho  period  of  their  incarceration 
a  sum  suflicicnt  to  support  them  for  some  time  after  their  libera- 
tion. But  tho  whutc  aspect  of  tho  place  is  exceedingly  repuUive/' 
"  The  house  of  restraint  (maiaon  de  repression)  at  Saint  DeiuV 
says  H.  Maximo  Du  Ctimp,  "  is  the  foule«t  sink  that  can  be  found." 
Tbifi  opinion  is  a  trifle  exaggerated,  but  very  near  the  truth. 

The  opening  phrases  of  the  circulars  issued  by  the  Ministry  |fa 
the  Interior*  to  the  various  prefets  on  the  subject  of  vagabondi^H 
from  the  year  18G4  downwards,  read  very  like  the  preambleeto 
old  English  Acta  of  Parliament.     On  the  lOtb  of  November,  1884, 
the  Minister  writes,  "  Monsieur  de   I'refet,  the  attention  of  tb* 
Govemment  has  for  a  long  time  boon  directed  to  the  means  of 

•  The  archives  of  the  Mrtinnnf  lhcflppartin*nl  relating  tovngnbondimewon 
burnt  in  the  fire  of  1871.  The  fMllvwioy  ilocumt-nU!  uc  dmveil  dirccl  frwjn 
Uic  Uinistiy,  and  are  now  puliUshci)  for  the  dtat  Uuic. 
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protecting  our  mral  populations  from  t\\e  misdee^H  and  the 
depredatioDB  of  hands  of  vaj^fihond  per<ionn  and  wandorors  known 
under  tlie  name  of  gypsies  (Bohcmiens)."  Thp  circular  then  goes 
on  to  Bay  that  the  law  is  powerless  to  deal  with  them  by  expulsioa. 
■8  they  bavo  neither  fixed  abode,  rdigion.  nor  social  status,  but 
that  if  they  aro  placed  under  the  surveillance  of  the  police  and 
aasigncd  a  fixed  residence,  they  can  if  they  quit  it  be  transported. 
to  Cayenne  under  a  decree  of  December  8.  1801. 

As  to  those  persons  who  are  wanderers  by  profession,  sach  as 
acrobats,  musicians,  street  singers,  &q.,  they  are  subjeot  to  police 
regulations  defined  by  the  minieterial  circular  of  January  C, 
18r>.'i,  and  the  note  of  the  28th  of  March  followiug. 

Tlie  next  circular  is  dated  April  4,  1872,  and  begins,  "  Mon- 
aieur  le  Pr^-fct,  tho  presence  of  bands  of  Gypsiea  in  various  parts 
(if  the  country  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  sovoral  of  your 
colleagaca,  who  have  sent  me  on  the  subject  complaints  from  tho 
inhsbitanta  that  tho  laws  and  police  regulations  in  force  appear 
to  protect  them  only  imperfectly  against  tho  incursiona  and  mis- 
deeds of  these  wandering  bonds."  It  then  proceeds  to  say  that 
the  decroe  of  December  8,  1851,  having  been  annulled,  and  the 
penal  code  of  IHJVi  revived,  by  which  every  one  under  surveil- 
lance ii  fVce  to  choose  bis  own  dcmidlo  and  to  change  it  at  will, 
tho  surveillance  is  no  longer  effective.  It  then  recommends  the 
prt^fets  to  talce  stepft  forrigidly  excluding  any  pcraona  who  present 
themselves  at  the  firontiers,  and  who  cannot  give  a  satisfactory 
aocoont  of  their  identity  and  nationality. 

The  next  is  dated  May  26,  1H74,  and  opens  thus:  "Monsieur 
le  Pr^fet,  tie  attention  of  the  department  has  been  several  times 
directed  to  the  injuries  occa<)ioned  by  the  passage  of  bands  of 
g^-psies  and  vagabonds  styled  'fugitive  camps'  (camps  volant) 
in  our  towns,  and  above  all  in  our  rural  diNtricta.  Nevertheless, 
the  measures  taken  up  to  this  time  have  only  succeeded  very  Im- 
perftctly  in  repressing  th©  abuses  resulting  from  the  incursions 
of  these  wanderers,  and  fresh  complaints  have  been  recently 
further  addressed  to  me  on  the  Kuhject."  It  then  points  out  that 
the  Pr^fet  of  the  Sa»)ne  and  Loire  has  decided  that  the  stationing 
of  the  vehicles  of  the  g}-p«ies  on  tho  highways  or  communal  lands 
of  his  dejmKmcnt  shall  be  forbidden,  and  that  individuals  of 
this  claaa  who  cannot  prove  that  thev  have  a  domicile  or  moans 
of  subsistence  shall  be  arrested  and  brought  before  tho  Courts  us 
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vagsbontla,  anil  recummeDdB  tlio  pr^fet  to  tuke  atepfl  for  supprras- 
ing  th«  niiieaiioc. 

Tbe  ]u8t  18  dated  Junimry  5,  1881,  and  runs  thus  :  *•  Mcmmiir 
le  Prt^fot,  the  rurul  inhnbittintA  of  sciveml  deportments  compUiii 
of  the  {ncrcfising  numhcr  of  hopgnrs  and  Tagobonds  who  overrun 
small  localities,  forcing  themBclvci  into  tAoUted  Louses  and  fnrms, 
demanding  meat  and  drink,  and  often  exacting  money.  It  ta 
important  to  remedy  so  fiir  us  possible  a  ^itate  of  lbing«  which 
indicates  a  relaxation  on  the  part  of  the  peace  officers,  of  the 
superriiion  to  which  beggars,  vagnlmnds,  and  foreign  wanderer* 
ought  to  be  subject.  I  bog  of  you,  then,  to  be  good  enough  to 
ascertain,  in  what  degree  these  complaints  apply  to  your  depart* 
mont,  and  in  case  of  need  to  exert  »U  your  authority  for  prortding 
againut,  or  repressing  the  abuses  which  may  be  reported  to  you  in 
this  respect.  In  addition  to  this,  as  this  question  is  manifestly 
one  of  general  int<*rest,  T  gbsll  require  every  kind  of  infur- 
mation  relating  to  it.  For  this  purpose,  I  wish  you  from  tbe 
present  time  to  collect  particulars  so  far  as  they  relate  to  your 
department  in  order  to  forward  them  to  me  with  a  EpeeiiJ 
report-  I  would  draw  your  Hpcctal  attention  to  the  following 
points : — 

"  Ist.  Under  what  forms  docs  ragabondage  ahow  lUelfP 

"(Beggars,  Gypsies,  Boarwards,  &o.) 

"  2ud.  Steps  taken  up  to  this  time  to  repress  TogabondageP 

**  3rd.  What  measures  would  bo  most  suitablo  for  repressing 
Tagabondagc  ? 

"  4th.  Ilavo  the  Board  of  "Works  (Conscil  G<5uii'al)  or  the  Town 
Councils  (Consoils  Kuuicipaux)  taken  up  this  question  ? 

"5th.  Arc  there  any  public  institutions  for  rafuge  or  work  pro- 
vided for  beggars,  and  what  arc  their  resources  f* 

"(Uh.  Are  there  any  private  institutions  with  the  same  objects? 

"  7th.  How  do  the  Courts  apply  tho  provisions  of  the  criminsl 
law  relating  to  beggars  and  vagobonds  P  " 

The  results  of  the  inquirica  sot  on  foot  in  consequenco  of  this 
circular  aro  thus  givon  in  a  report  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 


I. 

The  pprsons  reported  as  composing  tho  various  snlndivisions  of 
TBgnbondage  may  be  grouped  under  four  classes. 

The  Hrst  comprehends  the  poor  who  take  to  begging.     They 
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tdtvidei3  into  able-bociied  and  inBrm,  habitual  beggars  and 
n&niil  beggars,  stationary  beggars  and  wandering  beggars. 
TUeue  last,  to  whom  mendicity  ha^^  become  habitual  and  a  sort  of 
prufosaton,  have  a  tendency  to  blend  with  vagabonds  properly  so 
culled.  They  leave  thoir  BOttlcmoat  (commune  do  lour  n^sidonce) 
for  the  purpose  of  roaming  about  the  cuiitons  of  the  ncighlionriug 
departments.  Sometimes  they  quit  tboir  settlement  (domicilo) 
for  ever  and  pass  their  life  in  rambling  over  thehigbways,  "work- 
ing "  in  turn  each  department,  each  town,  each  large  village,  and 
^turning,  at  the  end  of  a  eertaiu  number  of  ycura  to  knock  at 
same  doors  at  which  thoy  were  relieved  during  their  previous 
greesee. 

In  the  second  class  may  bo  ranked  p«r»ons  styled  in  the 
jrts  of  the  pn^fets  by  the  name  of  "  Stagers  "  (Routiera), 
inders"  (Rouleurs),  and  other  names  of  tho  seme  kind^  who 
have  DO  settled  abode  or  means  of  subsistence,  and  who  do  not 
habitually  exci'cise  any  trade  or  calling.  This  is  a  condition  of 
vagabondage  such  as  is  to  be  found  defined  in  Article  270  of  the 
Peaul  Code.  In  private  houses,  workshops,  and  institutions 
where  they  appeal  for  assistance  they  commonly  dcacribo  them- 
•elres  as  workmen  out  of  work.  Some  of  them  have  fallen  out  of 
the  ranks  of  labour  destitute  of  means  of  livelihood  and  coo- 
denined  to  live  by  shifts.  The  greater  number  are  discharged 
prisoners  whom  the  difficulty  of  tinding  work  reduces  to  the 
beggar's  petition.  Some  of  them  are  creatures  degraded  by  idle- 
ness and  vice.  All  of  them  are  unproductive  parasites  living  on 
the  earoiogs  of  the  working  classes,  and  this  is  doubtless  the 
>n  why  the  law  regards  this  mode  of  life  as  a  misdemeanour, 
BTen  when  it  is  not  accompanied  by  any  aggravatiug  circma- 
loes. 

The  third  class  includes  wanderers  exercising  migratory 
callings,  such  as  acrobats,  jugglers,  organ-grinders,  musicians  and 
street  aiugers,  fortune-tellers,  conjurors,  and  public  entertaiuon 
of  every  kind.  Though  leading  a  wandering  and  often  precarious 
eustence,  persons  of  this  class  are  not  vagabonds  in  the  legal 
sense  of  the  term.  They  in  fact  exercise  a  calling  subject  to  the 
urmality  of  a  double  authorisation :  the  ono  granted  by  the 
priSfet,  on  a  special  pass  bearing  a  description  of  the  bearer;  the 
3er  granted  by  the  mayor  of  tho  commuuo  in  which  they  wish 
exercise  their  calling.     The  reports,  however,  of  the  depart- 
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monts  look  apon  a  great  numWr  of  these  wanderers  u  beiog  oa^') 
beggarn  or  vagabonds  in  diKguise. 

In  the  fourth  class  are  included  wanderers  of  foreign  orig*"^""^^ 
who  are  ooinmonly  knnwn  under  the  namn  of  Qjpsies.  ^ 

The  gypfties  are  neither  beggars  nor  Tagabondx  in  the  judici.^ 
sense  of  these  exprewions,  but  thev  partake  at  the  same  time  9 
the  charaot«r  of  Tagabonds  and  beggars.     It  appears,  in  her 
tbat  tbe  calling  they  exercise  has  no  other  object  tbon  to  sh^ 
them  from  the  arm  of  the  law,  by  allowing  them  to  call  at  h< 
under  colourable  pretexts.     Sometimes  they  drag  bean  or  oib' 
animals  about  with  them,  which  they  exhibit  from  door  to  dooc 
at  isolated  farm-houses.       Sometimes   they  manufacture  triflin 
articles  of  basket-work  or  hardware,  which  they  offer  at  hooses--^^ 
Sometimes  they  carry  on  useful  callings,  such  as  tinkers,  umbrella 
menders,  &o.     But  the  twde  which  they  profess  rarely  suffices  foi 
their  subBiatonco.       Their  apparent    calling   cooeenLs    their 
calling,  which  is  mendicity.     In  houses  into  which  they  penetrate 
without  the  consent  of  the  master  or  mistress,  they  begin  hy 
offering  something  for  sale  and  end  hy  soliciting  ohns.     "WTjen 
they  find  themselves  amongst  children,  women,   or  old   people 
incapable  of  defending  themselves,  they  show  themselves  bold  and 
menacing.   They  no  longer  solicit,  they  demand,  and,  if  necessary^ 
extort.    After  their  passage  through  a  commune  it  seldom  happens 
that  the  inhabitants  do  not  complain  of  deprcdutions  or  thefts 
committed  to  thoir  detrimont  and  for  which  the  authors  are  rainlv 
to  lie  sought  among  the  inhahituiits  of  tbe  district. 

Tbe  gypsy  docs  not  travel  singly.     Ho  ordinarily  brings  with 
him  a  numerous  family.    Sometimes  several  families  unite  and 
form  a  regular  tribe  under  the  mantigemcnt  of  a  head.     Th' 
wanderers  do  not  lodge  in  inns.      Carriages  like  waggons 
Tehicles  of  all  kinds  serve  as  their  abodes^     When  all  the. mem 
of  the  tribe  cannot  find  room  in  these  shelters,  they  live  io  too 
and  form  a  sort  of  fugitive  camp  (camp  volant). 

The  fantastic  customs  of  these  wanderers,  their  repulsive  a 
ance,  their  habitual  neglect  of  attention  to  cleanliness,  the  stnio 
character  of  their  language,  the  menacing  tone  with  which  the' 
solicit  charily,  together  with  the  mystery  which  hovers  over  th 
real    cause  of  their  distant  peregrinations,  contributes  Io  make 
thene  strange  visitors  among  the  rural  inhabitants  an  object  of 
distrust  and   fear,     lu  resisting  their  uggreGsious  the  people  ur« 
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tfraid  of  provoking  acts  of  vengcsauce  on  tbcir  part.  In  certain 
deparlmeiitA  the  iahabitanta  suspect  them  of  sometimes  playing 
the  part  of  spies. 


n. 


f    The  steps  rccoromendod  by  tho  Pn^fets  for  the  repression  of 
Tagubondage  may  be  cliuuified  under  four  heads,  corr&<tponding 
vith  the  clussoA  of  persona  under  consideration. 
Ist.  The  first  concern  beggars. 

Begging  being  ordiniirily  or^cAsioncd  by  want  of  work,  or 
icapaoity  for  it,  combined  with  the  want  of  pecuniary  moans, 
li«  first  8t«p  to  be  taken  in  this  respect  is  to  provide  for  the 
[Telief  of  the  ueceesitous  (venir  en  aide  aux  indigents).  Now,  in 
matter  of  assistance,  it  seems  that  it  is  less  necessary  to 
new  methods  than  to  methodise  those  already  in  practice. 
The  greater  part  of  the  reports  propose  to  multiply  the  chari- 
tiible  boards  (bureaux  de  bienfatsance)  in  a  certain  number  of 
communes  which  ha^'e  never  been  provided  with  thuin,  to  create 
refuges  lu  the  shape  of  cantonal,  district,  or  departmental  alius- 
houaes  (hoapiccs),  usylums  for  the  old  and  intirm  and  fur  all 
incapable  of  work,  asylums  for  deserted  children,  night  refuges, 
and  other  institutionn  of  a  sunilar  character  ;  to  encourage  by 
gmnts  societies  for  the  Bssistatice  of  discharged  prisoners,  who, 
rejected  by  the  workshops  at  which  they  seek  for  work,  are  often 
obliged  to  have  recourse  for  a  living  to  public  charity.  Finally, 
it  would  be  expedient,  according  to  oertain  reports,  to  ha?« 
recourse  to  tho  application  of  the  organic  decree  of  tho  5th  July, 
1808,  which  oompelled  every  department  to  have  a  dt^ptU  de 
mendicity. 

Mendicity  rarely  begins  to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  safety 
until  it*  becomes  vagabond.  The  greater  number  of  pr^fets 
consider  that  to  extingui<ih  this  form  of  mendicity,  every  com- 
mune ought  to  bo  compoUed  in  fact,  as  it  is  in  law,  to  relieve 
■  its  own  poor.  This  result  might  perhaps  be  attained  by  an 
indirect  method,  if  the  proper  constables  (agents)  and  officers 
(fonotiooD aires)  attendod  to  tho  execution  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Penal  Code  relative  to  habitual  and  able-bodied  beggars 
vho  devoto  themselves  to  mendicity  outside  the  canton  of  tbcir 
_  abode. 

With  regard  to  vagabonds  of  the  second  class,  those  only 
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to  wJiom  this  name  proporly  applies,  the  pr^fots  consider  that  the 
exi^tiug  law  is  inadequate. 

Tho  penalty  for  the  offence  of  va^bondago  consist«  in  fine, 
im prison meut  in  cerUin  cuae«t,  the  survuiUuuce  of  the  poKce,  and 
tiniilly,  with  regard  to  vagabonds  of  foreign  extnictioa,  expulsion 
from  the  State.  Now  the  priucipal  punishment,  imprisonment* 
is  not  of  a  nature  to  repress  efficaciously  the  oSence  under  cxin- 
siderution.  The  reporU  of  the  pr^fets  and  those  of  tho  judicial 
magistrates,  which  in  certain  departments  the  pr^fet«  have  added 
to  their  reports,  leave  uo  douht  upon  this  point.  The  greater 
number  of  vagabonds,  says  one  of  these  report*,  como  of  thdr 
own  accord  in  the  hard  weather  to  have  themselves  arrested  either 
by  the  gendarmerie  or  the  police.  Brought  to  tho  bar  and  oon- 
dcmucd,  they  endeavour  to  prolong  the  duration  of  their  imprison* 
ment.  Set  at  liberty,  they  resume  their  life  of  adventure  antil 
the  fall  of  tho  thcnnometer  informs  them  that  it  is  again  time  to 
eeek  an  asylum  in  prison.  Other  documents  say  that  they  almost 
regard  penal  repression  with  indifference.  The  police  rcporta  on 
them  (doaeicrs)  are  overladen  with  convictions.  Many  beg  for 
their  arrest  as  a  favour.  Imprisonment  of  any  kind,  adds  the 
pn^et  of  one  of  the  northern  departments,  cannot  be  regarded 
an  a  beneficial  form  of  repression.  Vagabonds  are  not  a^-aid  of 
impriaonment ;  some,  on  the  contrary,  seek  it,  because  through 
it:  they  obtain  rest,  Rubfiintcnce,  and  an  eaay  and  assured  exig- 
ence, though  deprived  of  liberty.  Their  degeneration  or  tiieir 
moral  degradation  i.i  the  explanation  of  this  surprising  pbeuo* 
menon. 

For  the  greater  part  of  old  offenders,  imprisonment  haa  (berc- 
fore  cea«ed  to  be  a  punishment.  As  it  constitutes  the  principal 
punishment,  the  insufficiency  of  this  means  of  repreBUoa  isclcorlr 
discernible.  The  penalty  which  the  major  part  of  th%  pr^fluts, 
magistrates,  and  Boards  of  Works  who  have  given  an  opinion  on 
the  point  call  for,  is  the  transportation  to  ono  of  our  colonies 
of  repeatedly  convicted  vagabonds,  after  a  certain  number  of 
convictions. 

yrd.  The  reports  show  that  persons  carrying  on  wandering 
callings  or  trades,  fonn  a  sufficiently  important  factor  in  rcggrd 
to  crime  in  general  and  tu  nu-ndicity  and  vagabondage  in  pur- 
Liculur.  Thin  has  ^iven  rise  to  the  measures  proposed  with  r«g-ard 
u  this  particuhir  class  of  persons. 
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Certain  reports  auk  that  greater  cautiou  should  be  exercised 
tluui  liud  liitherto  beun  the  custom  iu  the  delivery  of  passes  to 
acrobats,  aud  theadmmtHlrativo  Ii<:eiice8  with  which,  these  difTtfreat 
perfonnen)  are  bound  to  provido  thtmBelvos  for  the  exorcise  of 
their  calling. 

Others  propose  that  the  prefeutoral  liceimen  shall  only  be  given 
to  infirm  persons,  in  consefiuence  of  tlieir  being  unable  tu  under- 
take any  other  rurm  of  work. 

Some  prefets  would  like  the  Ituences  delivered  up  to  this  time 
to  be  rescinded  by  a  general  order,  uud  that  the  delivery  of  new 
licences  should  be  uhsolutely  prohihiled. 

This  would  mean  the  complete  prohibition  oftdl  these  interloping 
or  precarious  callings,  which  permit  a  multitude  of  persons  to 
maintain  themselves,  who  are  often  incapable  of  undertaking  more 
regular  work.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  some  counterfeit  vagabonds, 
a  crowd  of  mendicants  woiUd  he  created.  It  appears  that  tho 
proposed  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the  oviL 

■Ith.  Finally,  with  regard  to  vagabonds  of  foreign  extraction, 
as  well  as  wanderers  exercising  suspicious  or  dangerous  callings, 
and  -who  are  known  by  the  name  of  Gypsies,  tho  reports  of 
the  prefets  agree  with  rare  exceptions  iu  suh»tuntiating  the  absu* 
lute  insufficiency  of  the  local  police  measures. 

In  consequence,  they  propose — 

A.  ^Tieu  these  wanderers  present  themselves  at  the  frontier  to 
forbid  their  entrance  into  the  territory  of  the  Kepublic. 

11.  To  apply  in  a  large  degree  the  right  of  expulsion,  resulting 
from  the  law  of  the  -ird  December,  l^iif,  when,  by  eluding  tho 
eurveillancc  of  the  police,  they  have  succeeded  in  intruding  them- 
selves into  the  interior  of  the  countrj'. 

It  should  ho  noted  that  nothing  has  aa  yet  been  resolved  upon 
with  regard  to  tho  measures  proposed  by  the  pr*5fota  for  tho 
repros^ou  of  vagabondage,  as  a  consequence  of  the  circular  of  (ho 
5th  January,  IS81. 

With  regard  to  the  nationality  of  the  difft^cnt  hordes  of 
gypsies  who  have  recently  made  their  appcaranco  in  France,  the 
Hioisier  of  the  Interior  huH  furnished  tho  foUoving  observa- 
tions : — 

•*  The  gangs  of  gypsioa  who  roam  about  France  ordinarily, 
come  from  the  provinces  of  the  Turki-sh  F.mpire,  from  tho  various 
states  which  until  recently  formed  part  of  it,  and  from  the  terri* 
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tflry  of  Austria-Hungary.  There  is  further  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  not  always  homogeneous,  that  is  to  Ray,  composed  of 
ntemliers  of  tbo  aamo  family  or  of  the  same  uibo.  IndiTidualfl 
muy  sometimefi  be  noticed,  who,  'while  npcakin;^  the  common 
lanj^naf^,  make  uno  of  western  idioms,  particulurly  of  German, 
und  appear  to  belonf*  to  different  nationalities.  The  h«ads  of 
certain  ganf^  are  fumiiihed  with  proper  passports  issued  in  tba 
different  Kurnpean  Stjitca  and  even  in  Knj^land. 

"Other  gangs  appear  not  to  belong  to  any  particular  nationalitr. 
It  is  difficult  in  various  instances  to  ascertain  exactly  where  these 
people  come  from." 

In  a  report  to  the  National  Awembly  presented  in  1873  by  a 
oonimitiee  speciully  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  organisation  of 
poor  relief  in  the  country,  the  following  recummendatiotis  are 
mnde  for  the  suppression  of  mendicity. 

Ist  The  ^uppresxion  of  depots  de  mendicity  except  for  the 
infirm  or  for  beggars  over  50  years  of  age. 

2nd.  A  new  clause  274  of  the  Pennl  Code,  to  run  thus :  "  Ewry 
able-bodied  person  above  50  years  of  age,  habitually  devoting 
himself  to  the  pnictice  of  mendicity,  shall  be  sent  out  to  the 
colonies."  This  rigtinius  nieui^viro  can  alone  put  an  end  to  the 
shanielexs  spuculatiun  which  oonstitutes  the  sule  means  of  subsiat- 
ence  of  a  ciutui  of  tho  pO[ml»lion  of  the  great  centres  well-knoan 
to  the  public  prosecutors  of  I^aris.  Lyons,  and  other  large  towns. 
AVell-orgianised  poor  relief  may  then  easily  restrain  the  practice 
of  mendicity  within  very  narrow  limits.  Can  it  completely  extin- 
guish  it? 
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CONVICTIONS  FOR  MENDICITY  AND  VAaABONDAOR 

Tbo  accompanying  RCatiAtioal  t>abIe'(fM!Q  next  page)  showa  that 
from  1875  to  lHfi4  the  number  of  Iwiggnrs  convicted  has  incrooaod 
by  3(i  por  cent,  and  that  of  Ta'gftbonds  hy  H7  per  cent. 

The  relative  proportions  of  beggars  when  Bubdtvid«d  into  aexos 
is  exactly  the  same  as  that  obtained  when  they  are  aggregated  : 
miilea86  per  cent,  and  females  14  percent.;  the  Hame  does  not 
hold  good  with  regard  to  Vagiihondnge  where  the  fr-males  are 
pmportionately  less  numerous,  forming  only  9  per  cent.  With 
regard  to  age,  there  are  more  vagabonds  under  21  years  than 
beggars.  In  both  bexes  the  lador  only  constitute  one-tenth  of  the 
totalnuniber,  wliile  those  apprehended  of  thi^ug^  and  cbarged  with 
vagabondage  obow  a  proportion  for  uiul^s  of  '22  per  cent,  and  fur 
females  of  29  per  cent.  Tbo  Crimiuul  Courts  man  i  feet  a  litllu 
more  tendemesii  towards  vagubouds  thitn  towards  bcgg-urs.  Of 
loo  of  tbo  former  7  are  di»ub.urgud,  while  the  propurtiua  of  the 
latter  is  only  4  per  cent. 

The  causes  of  the  increase  of  vagabondage  are  both  gouorol  and 
special.  Amongst  the  tirst,  there  ie  ouo  which  of  itself  is  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  augmentation  shown,  and  that  is  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  depre^ion  which  baa  reigned  on  the  conti- 
nont  for  several  years.  With  regard  to  individual  causes  they 
can  only  be  surmised,  such  as  idleness,  poverty,  sociul  causes,  &e. 
But  to  detennine  in  what  degree  each  of  them  has  influenced 
the  result  shown,  it  would  bo  necessary  to  know  the  classes  of  the 
population  which  have  furnished  the  most  numerous  contingent  of 
vagabonds ;  unfortunately  the  statistics  do  not  contain  any  indica- 
tion of  the  kind. 
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GERMAN  EMPIRE. 

1497—1885. 

Hifltoriesl  intro^uetioD — Imperial  |>etuil  code — Societies  for  tlit!  aupE>ru«(<ioii 
of  menilieity— Al»eiice  of  offii  Ul  NtatuiUcc^Itcctfitt  im-ivMHii  iff  vjmniiiry 
— Ita  probable   caiueu — Aliiiormal  dttinnud   for   labour    in   IS(I-lhr4 — 
Lu;ge  [iiituWn  of  lalK>ur»rti  vvviiUially  Uirown  out  uf  wurk — AWIitioa 
of  pitWA  for  the  interior — Refnmi  of  poor  Ihwb— Present  stale  of  vftcmnf^ 
not  woiibty  afl'ected  bj  tliu  sliitu  of  tb«  lalwur  nmrkel^Cliaaue  lot  the 
P'wone  in  the  prcHnt  type  of  t*npnmt*— Rpporta  from  twiinlry  (listriclii— 
Em-oii  raceme  It  In    lo   vimuboadnKe^Iodiscriiuiiiate    almsciviiig— Alleged 
Dt^li;;encc    of    local    puliic— Way'iil*^    iniiM— St<»ti»lii9    from    I'nvariii, 
Muaaj,  and  Ptumla— uui^e  proportion  of  JDveiiilc  vagruntM — KdUiiiniti 
FoC  iTenge  uUiaber  of  vii;mut»  in  Uvmiuiy— froiK'rtioii  of  im-ctuimublo 
[Biid  nclaimabic  vasi»lK.niis — 'Remedial   racn*UFc»  — Vagfihiondnst  in  Hour- 
Cobaqj  sntl   (n<t)iu,   Lvip^ij;,  Umiiriu,  mii^I    liii'leii^TliL*  desuription  uf 
'  Iteggpita  in  tbe  Lthtr  i'wjtitoruvt,  edited  by  Kurtin  Luther  in  l&iJtL 

So  far  back  bis  in  H!}7,  1532,  and  I577,  law^s  of  tbc  old  German 
Empire  prohibited,  begging  and  vagrancy,  and  laid  down  vague 
geoerol  rules  for  the  relief  of  pertwnn  in  distress.  These  may  be 
considered  as  the  firat  germs  of  the  eyst'Om  at  preseut  in  force ; 
but  practically,  up  to  the  bvgiuuing  of  the  luat  ceulur}'-  nothint^ 
vm*  definite  in  the  way  of  legitilation  had  bcuu  uttuinpted  in  any 
of  tho  states,  large  or  small,  wliicb  corapo»ed  the  Empire.  Under 
the  feudal  system,  perwns  in  distress  were  URUuUy  muintuincd 
either  by  tho  lord  of  tbe  muuor,  or  by  Ibo  guild  to  which  they  hud 
beou  admitted,  or  by  catiual  charity.  Begging,  however,  wut 
prohibited,  and  tbe  communes  ("  (ieraeinden  ")  were,  by  the  law 
uf  lo77  above  alluded  to,  bound  to  support  tboir  own  poor,  send 
away  strangers,  and  provide  accommodation  for  the  sick.  Kspccial 
care  was  taken  to  prevent  struugers  establishing  settlement,  a 
point  on  which  the  various  stutea  appear  to  have  acted  more  or 
Ism  in  ctmocrt ;  but  as  regards  the  mode  of  relief,  not  only  cuch 
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county,  but  often  each  clistrict,  established  a  system  of  iu  own, 
ejitirfly  rt* gardlfw  of  whiit  wbb  done  by  ita  neighbour.' 

According  to  the  prenent  Imjwrial  Penal  Code  (a.  361),  Ta|t- 
Tuucy  und  begging  are  puui«hed  with  iiupri»onmeDt  (not  exceed- 
ing six  weeks). 

When  cxiudfioned  to  imprisonnieDt  according  to  8.363,  die 
individual  mity  ut  the  same  time  be  sentenced  to  be  deliverM 
over  to  the  police  authorilioB  after  the  tenniaaiion  of  the  puoisb- 
ment. 

The  police  obtain  by  this  means  the  uuthority  to  confine  tbe 
condemned  person  for  u  period  not  exceeding  two  yeara  in  a  worl* 
hou6c,  or  to  employ  him  In  useful  labour. 

At  tho  same  time  this  latter  pcnulty  is  only  admiasible  when 
an  iudividual  has  been  three  times  judicially  sentenced  in  u  crimiiuit 
court  in  the  tiiree  preceding  yeera  for  such  offences,  or  if  irliea 
begging  he  bos  used  tbrealcning  Unguage  or  arms. 

Besides  those  penal  enactments  for  the  repression  of  mendicaiicr,j 
there  are  in  many  places  \oIuDtury  societies  (Armeu-V'ereine), 
the  members  of  vhich  subscribe  to  a  fund  out  of  which  relief  ii] 
given,  especially  to  poor  travcllcrsj  in  castM  which  after  investigft* 
tirtn  are  found  to  be  drxictrring. 

There  are  no  official  statistics  showing  the  exact  extent  of 
vagrancy  in  the  German  Kmpire  at  any  given  period,  but  that  it» 
rapid  increase  in  lute  yeiira  constitutes  a  serious  social  and  rooml 
danger  calling  for  energetic  trtaitment,  was  very  generally 
adniittt-d  in  the  discussions  which  took  place  on  the  subject  in 
the  Prussian  Parliiiment  on  the  2.Sth  November,  1 882,  and  again 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  February,  1883,  On  the  former 
occasion  the  Prussian  Minister  of  the  Interior  informed  thfl 
House  that  a  full  report  on  the  present  state  of  vagrancy  in 
Prussia  had  been  drawn  up  for  the  Govemnient  by  th*  Upper 
President  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  under  serious  conuden- 
tion. 

Muauwhilo  tho  uamoroue  reports  published  for  the  use  of  tbe 
socioty  for  deuliug  with  vagabondage  on  principles  of  self-help, 
and  the  preceediuga  of  the  central  union  of  this  society,  supply 
sufficient  material  fur  au  approximate  estimate  of  the  present 
extent  of  vagrancy  in  Germany. 

These    reports    agree    iu    rucurdiug    a    marked   and  alanainf 
■  Kf|Hirt  hy  the  Hon.  F.  R.  Plunkett^  1873. 
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{ncrease  in  the  number  of  vagrantA  throughout  the  empire  during 
the  lost  ten  years. 

This  increase  was  no  doubt  stimnl&ted  in  the  first  instance  by 

Jthe  VBrt  dieplaocment  of  labour  which  took  place  between  1871 

and  1874,  a  period  miirljcd  by  an  abnormal,  and  as  it  eventually 

turned  out  purely  temporal,  demand  for  labour  in  all  branches  of 

linduatri)-,  by  the  construction  of  a  new  network  of  railways,  the 

fbiiilding  mania,  and  ihe  sudden  starting  intoexiatcuco  of  countless 

lushrootn  speculative  enterprises,  doomed  to  a  speedy  collitptte, 

)ut  which  lasted  long  enough  to  draw  away  an  enormous  prupor- 

[tioQ  of  Iubourei-8  lixim  the  agricultural  districts,  who  were  event u- 

pUy  throwu  out  of  euiploymeut,  uud  pus«ibly  furmed  the-  uucleus 

Lof  ihn  prei»eut  flood  of  vi^ruucy. 

The  removal  of  the  old  restrictions  on  free  migrutiou  by  the 
[ftbolitiou  of  obligatory  losses  for  the  iuterior  of  Germuiiy,  aud 
Lihe  reform  uf  tlie  poor  laws,  have  also  been   made  iu  a   gi'cat 
measure  reKpousible  for  the  iucri>u»e  ub<jve  referred  to. 

Formerly  ihu  domicile  of  birth  adhered  tu  the  subject  of  a 
Qerroau  State  so  lou^'  us  he  retuiued  his  iiutiomility,  and  he  hud 
to  procore  a  licence  or  pafisjwrt  to  euable  Lim  to  remove  his  resi- 
dence beyond  the  limits  of  the  pour  law  unioa  to  which  be  wofl 
legally  chargeable. 

At  present,  with  the  exception  of  BaTorin,  which  Btill  retains 
the  old  rule  of  native  domicile,  a  German  subject,  on  attaining 
the  ago  of  tM"enly-Bevcn,  loses  his  poor  law  domicile  if  be  baa 
been  continuously  absent  from  the  limits  of  his  union  for  two 
years,  and  the  same  period  of  continuous  residence  is  required  to 
qualify  bim  for  obtaining  a  relief  domicile  in  ii  new  uniou. 

These  reforms  no  doubt  conferred  incalculable  benefits  on  the 
country  at  large  by  encouraging  the  free  circulation  of  ufficipnt 
and  solid  labour,  but  gave  an  equul  stimulus  to  pauper  vagrancy. 
The  employers  found  in  them  a  sfltish  interest  in  terminating  the 
contract  of  an  inefficient  band,  and  the  landlord  for  serving  notice 
to  quit  on  a  lodger  likely  to  come  eventually  on  the  local  rates* 
(before  the  legal  period  of  two  years'  re«idGUCG  should  be  com- 
[pletod. 

In  the  States  bordering  on  the  Bavarian  or  foreign  frontiers 
outcasts  were  frequently  encouraged  to  crojut  over  the  lines, 
id  when  returned  by  the  police  of  the  neighbonring  State  as 
ragraut^  after  two  year;*'  absence,  the  local  unions  iMuag  relieved 


538 


VAOUAKTS  AXTJ  VAGEAXCT. 


of  nil  obligation  for  their  support,  they  were  throim  upon  theftuxU 
of  the  State  or  of  the  couuty  union*. 

This  nuty  account  for  the  facta  recorded  by  all  the  report*  thkt 
the  bulk  of  present  ragranta  in  Germany  are  homeless  in  ertitj 
sense  of  the  wurd,  ha^-in^  no  union  to  jrhich  they  are  legnllr 
chargeable,  und  that  the  present  tide  of  TSgrancy  it  not  sensibly 
afTeoied  by  any  bnsknee«  or  «lsckne««  m  the  labour  market. 

Employers  are  naturally  shy  about  enabling'  a  vagrant  to  aoqain 
u  charge  upon  tbe  local  rute»  by  giving  him  permanent  emptoj* 
ment. 

The  reports  further  record  a  marked  change  for  the  worse  in 
ttio  type  of  ordinary  ragrants. 

Vafllor  Starsberg,  of  Ilauover,  an  eminent  aatbnrity  on  tbs 
subject,  has  been  at  pains  to  oollect  a  great  amount  of  infomu- 
tion  and  statistics  from  all  parts  of  the  Empire  for  the  use  of  the 
society  abore  referred  to,  and  he  shows  that  the  fact  of  the  reotsil 
incroaso  of  va^abonduge  has  boon  clearly  established  both  in 
regard  to  the  towns  and  country  districts.  In  the  former  it  is 
kept  more  out  of  sight,  owing,  no  doabt,  to  the  greater  fucilitus 
afforded  for  detiling  with  it  by  meiuurea  both  of  coercioii  and 
relief. 

The  reports  from  country  districts  reveal  a  truly  deplorabia 
and  (ilarming  state  of  things.     One  description  is  as  follows: — 

"(liitrnges,  arson,  and  robberies  are  multiplying  here  yearly; 
the  country  roads  are  no  longer  safe." 

"  The  strolling  apprentice  in  search  of  employment  snA 
experience  in  his  businem,  once  a  familiar  sight  throughout  tbs 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  who  was  usually  clothed  with 
some  appearance  of  comfort,  a  knapsack  on  his  bjick,  and  f<nn«l 
ready  shelter  and  a  helping  hand  in  every  rilluge  on  his  way, 
bus  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  the  roods ;  in  his  place  yon 
may  daily  see,  singly  or  in  herds,  a  ragged,  vicions  tramp,  instcsil 
of  a  knapsack  a  clubbed  stick,  and  a  spirit  flask  invariably  oqh* 
cealed  somewhere  in  his  rags. 

"  On  B  long  summer  day  troops  of  this  description  swoop  down 
upon  a  lonely  village,  while  the  able-bodied  iuhubitauts  are  at 
work  in  distant  fields,  and  levy  with  threats,  and  ofleu  open  acts 
of  violence,  contributions  in  kind  and  money  from  tbe  defenc*Iws 
women  left  in  tbe  cottages,  the  eolitury  policeman  of  tbe  villagfl 
luuking  on  helplessly  iu  the  face  of  superiur  uuuibers. 
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"  In  same  villages  the  inhnlntanta  are  only  too  willing  t«  p»y 

laokmail  in  the  guise  of  charity  tu  these  trotiblesonie  visitors, 

ttd  pou  them  on  to  u  neighbouring  union,  thus  uvuiding  the 

diaagreoablc  alternative  of  having  their  local  rates  raised  by  the 

cost  of  their  detention  and  punishment  by  the  local  police." 

Moreover,  to  use  the  striking  locul  expreasinn  used  in  tliia 
doscription,  many  a  fanner  will  readily  open  his  bam  door  to  an 
ngly  customer  to  avoid  seeing  the  red-cock  perch  on  his  thatch,' 
the  local  ouplicmi»m  for  having  his  house  set  on  fire. 

The  ullcgod  negligence  of  the  local  police  in  these  cases  in  often 
attributed  to  want  of  sufiicicnt  accommodation  in  the  workhouses, 
and  a  natural  fear  of  harbouring  epidemics  and  contagions  which 
these  vagabond- troops  not  unusually  carry  in  their  train. 

Tramps  of  this  description  aro  proved  to  collect  a-i  much  as 
from  four  to  six  marka  a  day  in  this  way.  Those  nuniH  they 
invariably  spend  in  the  wayside  inns  or  iO-called  "  Strollers' 
Homes,"  chiefly  in  the  consuraptioa  of  the  local  spirit,  "  schnaps." 
These  establishments  appear  to  he  in  too  many  ca-sos  nothing  but 
hotbeds  for  the  propagation  of  vagabondago  and  pnnotiragement 
of  beggars.  Here,  in  addition  to  the  "  sehniips/*  they  aro  often 
Bupplied  with  forged  or  genuine  hawkers'  licences  to  cvudu  tlio 
police,  in  which  the  iankcepers  seem  to  do  a  brisk  business,  also 
with  references  and  indications  of  the  best  line  of  country  and 
rooda  to  ply  their  trade  of  begging  with  aafotr. 

The  police  seem  to  havo  very  little  power  to  put  a  stop  to  tlieae 
malpractices,  although  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  remediiil 
mouKures  will  have  little  prospect  of  permanent  success  until  the 
establishments  in  question  can  bo  Bummarily  dealt  with  or  their 
management  reformed. 

Pastor  btursberg  gives  the  following  etatistlcfl,  mostly  bjtseil 
on  oHiciul  data.  In  tho  year  1879,  108,91 1  persons  were  punished 
in  Davaria  alone  under  tho  vagrancy  laws,  double  tlie  number 
recorded  in  1872.  Tn  tho  kingdom  of  Saxony  in  the  year  1880 
there  were  puuislied  for  the  same  oflenco  14,0()6,  mid  of  thcao 


•  TbeiiM  of  thin  expresaiim  Unot  confined  to  0«rmanr  :— 
"  But  veil  Km  if  the  red  ciick  rraw  not  iu  his  bonniu  nom-yard  oe  monting 
1  before  diiy-duwniiig." 

"HuaIi!  yieg,  hiinh  !  htuh  !  tliatV  not  safe  talk." 
*•  Wliol  dm»  the  mvaii  I "  md  MuiuitTLn^  tu  Sjuupwn,  in  an  undertone. 
"Flre-iaiainjf,"  answered  the  lacoaic  Dominie- 
Guy  Manneriny,  c}iapi.  ill. 
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2,636  weni  between  the  ages  of  fourtceD  and  twenty  ;  SJOI 
between  those  ortwentv  nud  twenty-fire. 

The  lur^  proportion  of  juvenile  vagrants  is  noted  in  the  reporu 
from  most  of  the  districts  in  Germany. 

Jn  Prussia  the  numbers  detained  in  the  Housoa  of  Oon^ctkni 
were  in  the  following  years  :— 

1B74 V>34 

lK7a  ......        .  B.4«7 

lh76 6^74 

lsH77 R.455 

1M7M in.702 

1679  .    ■ is.ieu 

l»«0 12.M() 

18S1 I^721 

On  the  ba»ia  of  the.%  statistics  and  others  collected  from 
numerous  smaller  local  districts,  Ilorr  Stursberg  makei  the  rough 
calculation  that  at  present  the  average  number  of  Tagraol* 
puntahcd  in  one  year  in  Uormuny  may  be  set  down  at  20tf,000,  to 
which  number  must  be  added  tho^e  who  may  have  succeeded  ia 
evading  ibc  grasp  of  the  law. 

Ptutor  Bodelschwingh,  the  indefatigable  promoter  of  the 
Wilhelmsdorf  Labour  Colony,  and  other  authorities  on  the  subjeoi, 
ore  prepared  to  admit  the  general  accuracy  of  this  calculaUon,  and- 
also  the  assumption  which  follows  it,  that  of  this  total  of  200,000. 
100,000  may  be  set  down  as  inveterate  and  trrveluimable  va^Mnds. 
Dr.  Bodulschwingh  believes  that  of  the  remaining  lUO.OOO.  HO.OOO 
are  probably  bonil-fido  seekers  of  work  in  some  sliapo  or  Qiber, 
requiring  only  to  be  removed  from  the  eoutuuiinating  influcnoa 
of  tbeir  ossociutos  and  directed  to  a  suitable  field  of  labour. 

Twenty  thousind  ho  considers  would  represent  the  maximum 
number  of  reclaimable  ^'aguboods,  tit  subjects  for  the  remedial 
measur««  of  the  aociety. 

Of  these  measures  the  most  8ucoc>8sful  and  striking  in  its  rosulU 
has  been  the  founding  of  the  WiJhelmsdorf  Liibour  Colony  in 
Westphalia. 

An  account  of  the  working  of  this  colony  was  given  in  tho 
interesting  report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Townley,  published  in 
Parliuraentiiry  Paper,  Commercial  No.  0,  Iclti3. 

The  principle  on  which  it  i.^  worked  is  to  receive  recUimable 
TBgnints  of  all  creeds  on  applicution,  to  shelter,  feed,  and  clotbe 
ihem,  and  then  act  them  to  work  on  the  farms  attached  to  tha 
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clony,  until  tliey  have  eamod  by  tlieir  Inhtiur  the  rodt  of  their 
biug  and  become  reacciiHtomed  to  working  ha1>ttfi  ;  they  arc 
theu  fUscbarged  (aa  a  geneml  rule  in  three  months)  and  auurted 

I  ttiid  directed  to  some  more  permanent  field  of  omplipymeat.  wheru 
thf'v  arc  left  to  their  own  rosouroee. 

The  priucipul  resolutions  poeeod  at  a  general  meeting  ot  the 
Central  Society  held  at  Berlin  in  February,  1S84  wero  :  To 
persevere  in  their  efTurts  on  the  principle  of  self-help,  and  in 
addilinn  to  fi)iiiidiiiK  new  labour  colonics  tocudcavuurto  ottablish 
all  through  Ovmiaiiy.  at  proper  intervals,  atatious  for  the  relief 
of  vagrtinl^  by  atlbrOing  thi^tu  tc-mjioniry  shelter,  clothing,  and 
food,  but  these  gifls,  wherever  possible,  to  he  always  imule  in 
return  for  work  of  some  deHcription. 

All  irrecluimahlefl  and  disorderly  subjects  not  to  he  simijly  dia- 
eharged,  but  in  every  case  handed  over  lo  the  police. 

I  To  endiMLTonr  to  niake  these  ntations  in  time  take  the  place  of 
the  wayside  inn«,  or  so-called  homes  for  vngrantfl.  No  spirila  of 
any  kind  to  be  permitted  on  the  premises.  The  Sunday  to  bo 
observed  as  a  day  of  rest,  iidditionnl  hours  of  labour  being  imposed 
on  Soturdays  and  Mondays.  Step^,  if  possible,  to  be  taken  to 
attach  to  each  relief  station  a  registry  and  inquiry  office,  with 
the  objeet  of  securing  einployineut  for  vagrants  willing  to  work. 
To  discourage  the  indiscriminate  giving  of  alms,  and  to  request 
the  existing  private  cburitablu  ogcteties  not  to  disoouttuue  their 
eSbrts  in  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  the  society,  but  rather 
to  co-operate  with  it,  and  t'.)  indicate  to  such  societies,  and  also 
to  the  communal  and  local  relief  bodies  that  the  most  useful 
direction  in  which  this  aKsistance  could  be  given  would  bo  in 
trying  to  provide  employment  for  those  out  of  work. 

Without  desiring  in  any  way  to  discourage  or  underrate  tlio 
activity  of  the  society  for  dealing  with  the  vagabondage  difliculiy 
by  measuroB  of  self-help,  several  authorities  of  0X}w?rienee  have 
pointed  out  that  private  eHbrta  can  scarcely  bo  expected  to  deal 
Huccoesfully  with  ibis  evil  un  loss  supplemented  by  State  assistance; 
the  society  has  itaelf  shown  that  it  in  powerless  to  deal  with  the 
great  hulk  of  tho  present  army  of  vagrants,  "the  inveterate  and 
irreclaimablo  tramps."  Of  tho  remainder,  at  lea.<it  onepercem. 
are  probiibly  incapable  of  work  from  ago  or  infirmity,  and  few  of 
the  able>bodied  suited  to  agricultural  labour.  Moreover,  they 
Ikelieve  that  the  society  will  Hnd  difficulty  in  establishing  sufU- 
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aaaHy  firm  eaotnl  tmi  djuipfa*  in  Uhs  kbour  colontM  ai 
relief  lUtlocM  lo  BMwe  Ar  praetiual  s*ce«OT  of  its  scheme. 

The  altcroatiTe  proposed  b^  ibote  who  argu«  thus  is  ft  mon 
rst4riidod  adapUtuio  of  iW  wt»Uioan  ^rBtetn  to  the  preaeot 
exigcmcie*  of  Tagranef  onder  th«  oootrul  of  the  ceutral  tsA 
local  authorities,  who  with  the  sappoit  of  permanent  and  fijced 
fiindn  will  be  better  cnabl«fl  to  admioiftter  relief  than  a  society 
BoWIy  dependent  on  the  fluctuation'  coatrihutiona  of  priviit« 
churity. 

It  huH  further  Ihwu  pointed  out  that  to  meet  the  cure  of  im- 
oloimablo  Ta^ruDts  thure  ia  uo  need  of  fresh  legislatjau,  but  only 
of  a  Mrictur  enforocmeiit  of  the  existing  Vagraacj  Laws,  and 
oomnou  action  with  renewed  unergy  on  the  part  of  the  diffenat 
(DTeriuoenta  and  polioe  forces  of  the  Empire." 

SAXH'OnnvBo  \nu  Outiia. — Tho  police  punishes  all  vagabonds 
*ud  beggant  *ad  if  thcv  have  no  parish  in  the  duchy  to  wbich 
thpT  oan  be  removed,  they  are  immediately  escorted  out  of  the 
duohy.t 

lIvvni'Rn. — The  isolated  condition  of  llumburt;  when  sur- 
ixmodod,  aa  was  formerly  the  case,  by  a  wall,  and  accessible  only 
bv  getM  which  were  closed  ut  sunnet,  made  it  possible  to  carry  out 
Very  stringent  regulations  to  prevent  the  influx  of  persons  who 
Wero  liable  to  become  destitute.  OrdetB  were  given  to  the  gate- 
Iteepers  to  prevent  "boggurs.  cripples,  Jew  pcdltirs,  and  other 
BUopiciouB  persons"  from  entering  the  town,  and  the  iuhabitsnti 
were  forbidden  to  receive  strange  beggars  into  their  boutM,  or  to 
give  them  money  in  the  streets,  under  pcnntties  of  ten  or  fire 
Ihnlors  rcHpectively.  Although  this  harsh  and  unfeeling  law  his 
long  been  ob^oleto,  its  Hpirit  was  revived  in  a  police  rcgulstw* 
issued  in  the  year  1869,  forbidding  almsgi\nng  in  the  sliwls. 
Owing  to  these  precautions  TTamburg  hjis  always  been  much  ftwi 
from  vagranta  and  beggars  than  most  towus  of  the  same  charaetfr. 
Wlien  found,  beggars  and  ragrants  are  punished  with  one  or  two 
days'  imprisonment  for  the  first  offence,  from  one  to  four  w«V*' 
imprisonment  in  subsequent  cases,  which  is  increased  to  impn*oD* 
ment  for  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  where  it  ia 
evident  that  the  individual  is  determined  to  pursue  a  vagrant  life^ 

•  B4'^]jorl  i>f  t'liarli^s  S.  Scoll,  Seo-«-tjiry  of  ihu  flriti&L  Ejiibawy,  1864. 
+  Report  by  riiarli*  T.  Bnriiard,  1H71. 
X  Bcport  by  Gevr^  Auuuvluy,  1871. 
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LEiPZin.  —  Incorrigibly  idle  and  prtifHKsiDnal  beggars  arc 
[liiirned  that,  tlicy  luuat  work.  They  ar«  alwi  dirocUKl  where  and 
I  bow  to  tind  work;  but  money  is  not  given  U>  them.  A  register 
,  iH  kept  in  which  every  ap|»licuut  and  hia  or  her  circiimstancea  are 
fitiiimtely  notod.  DtacriptionB  of  beggars  are  given  to  the  families 
i  subscribing  to  the  society,  so  as  tbey  may  avoid  giving  alms  to  tho 
[on  worthy.' 

BAVARIA. 

No  published  statiBties  exist  Hpeciiilly  referring  tovngranevfrom 

»  which  it  n-ould  be  possible  Co  state  precisely  the  actual  condition 
of  fiavaria  in  thia  respect. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  only  poaseaaes  tho  atatistieul  infor- 
mation given  in  the  annual  reports  of  tho  police. 

The  noniber  of  pcraona  charged  with  this  ofibncc  w&s  as  follow.s 
I  in  the  undermentioned  years : — 

1874 14.629 

I87fi  .        ■. I.VU7 

1876 IS^3I6 

1877 28,:i20 

1878 3(>,1£» 

isra      .......    9».tm 

VmO 27,7(11 

1881 2&.4M 

1868 2T,l(iU 

BADEN. 

The  Baden  Police  Penal  Code,  which  was  in  forco  up  to  the  end 
of  1871f  contains  a  number  of  enactments  aguinat  vagrancy  and 
mendicancy.  Any  one  beggiog,  causing  others  under  hi«  power 
or  authority  to  beg,  or  neglecting  to  restrain  tbom,  was  liable  to 
iiaprisonmcnt  for  a  periwl  not  exceeding  four  weeks. 

Able-bodied  individuals  who  had  already  undergone  punish- 
ments within  a  year  for  vagrancy  or  mendicancy,  who  were  not 
Ieiipporling  thomBclves  in  a  legitimate  way,  and  refused  to  engage 
iu  any  occupation  according  to  their  ability,  and  wore  unable 
Irt  prove  that  tfacy  could  not  obtain  work,  wore  liable  to  a  similar 
penally. 
The  penai  code  also  contained  various  statutes  directud  against 
vngrtincy  and  mendicancy. 

IVagabcnds  loitering  about  beyond  the  limit*  of  their  dwelling 
place  with  no  regular  occupation,  and  without  suilicient  means  for 
•  B«l«on  by  J.  A.  Crowe,  1872. 
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sion  of  those  that  practise  sucli  knaveriee  a^  are  sliown  hereafter; 
which  little  book  is  di%'iiIod  into  three  parts.  Part  the  first  shows 
the  BOTeral  DicthodiK  by  which  meiidicanto  and  trumps  get  their 
liTolihood,  and  is  Bubdividi-d  into  xx.  chapters,  et  paulo  ptm,-^ 
for  there  are  xs  ways,  ei  utlrn,  whereby  men  are  cheated  and 
fooled.  Part  the  second  give  some  notnlniin  which  refer  to  the 
mcflns  of  livelihood  afore-mentioned.  The  third  part  presents  a 
vocabulary  of  their  language  or  gihberJBh,  commonly  callod  Red 
"Wolah  or  Beggiir  lingo. 

The  beggars  ore  divided  into  the  following  clasaes : — 

1.  The  Brfgf'ra,  or  bcggara  who  simply  ask  an  alma  for  God'«  or 
j  the  Iloly  Virgin'*  sake. 

2.  The  Stahiilert,  or  bread  gatherers,  who  beg  bread  from  the 
ita  and  have  their  hat«  and  cloaka  full  of  signs  of  all  tho 

Its. 

3.  The  LoMttfrs,*  or  liberated  prisonern,  who  pretend  they  have 
b«en  captive*  among  the  infidel  for  several  years. 

4.  The  K/'^ulneri,  or  cripples,  who  sit  at  the  church  doors  and 
[attend  fairs  and  church  gatherings,  with  real  or  «imulated  sore 

broken  limbs. 

5.  The  Dohment  or  Doji/ers,  or  church  mendicants,  carrying 
EftlKjut  an  imago  of  the  Virgin  or  some  other  Baint,  passing  them- 
twlves  off  aa  friars,  and  begging  money  or  contributions  of  various 
likinds  for  a  church  or  cha]Kjl. 

6.  The  Kamtiiesicrcrii,  or  learned  beggars.  Young  scholars  or 
young  students  on  the  trump. 

7.  The  Vagierorn  (utrollers),  clad  in  yellow  garments,  who  pro- 
to  exorcise  the  devil  for  huil,  for  Btorm,  and  for  witchcraft. 

8.  The  Grantnti-n,  or  knaves  with  the  fulling  sicknosv. 

9.  The  Duizptv,  who  pretend  to  huve  been  ill  fur  u  lung  time,  and 
say  that  they  must  obtain  a  certain  sum  iu  alms  from  uac^  of  three 
pious  men  each  day. 

10.  The  &i}itepperf,  or  (bIiw  Iwgging  priestji. 

11.  The  Gickisses,  or  blind  beggiire. 

12.  The  Schfraafetdern  or  BUchMahem,  or  naked  beggnrs. 

13.  The  Voppers,  or  demoniacs,  for  the  most  part  women,  who 
allow  themselves  to  be  led  in  chains  as  if  they  were  raving  mad. 

14.  The  DaHingers,  or  hangmen,  who  pretend  to  do  penance  for 
having  been  hangmen. 

*  Litemlly  prisoners  "  let  loow." 
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15.  The  Dutzhtterim,  or  lyinjir-in  women,  who  pretend  to  ha' 
been  rocently  confined,  or  that  tbey  havo  been  pregnant  with 
monster  which  they  must  support'. 

16.  The  Suniregers,  or  pretended  murdcrorB,  who  say  thoy  htfre 
taken  a  man's  life  in  self-defence,  and  unless  they  bring  money  &t 
the  right  time  they  will  have  their  heads  cut  oi 

17.  Tho  female  Sunicrgi'rn,  who  pretend  thoy  formerly  hod  led  a 
looee  life  of  which  they  now  repent.  ^^ 

18.  Tho  Bil'Venrerg  or  pretended  prcg^iant  women.  ^H 

19.  Tho  Jttngfi-aueH  (virgins),  or  pretended  lepers.  * 

20.  The  Miitusen,  beggars  who  go  about  under  the  pretence  of 

begging-  I 

21.  The    Ubfrn   Sonzen    Ganger,  or  pretended  noblemen  and 
knightu,  who  say  they  have  suffored  by  war,  lire,  or  captivity,  tt^J 
have  been  driven  away  and  lost  all  they  had.  ^H 

22.  The  KaMditrem,  or  pretended  mercers,  who  make  peoplo 
believe  tbey  had  once  been  mercbantA  over  the  sea. 

23.  The  VeraueriM,  or  baptised  Jewesses,  who  have  turned 
Christians. 

24.  The  ChrUtianifrit  Calmi^tm,  or  pretended  pilgrims. 

25.  Tho  Sefferg,  or  waivers,  who  smeur  themselves  all  over  with     ■ 
salvo  as  if  their  moutb  and  face  had  broken  out  in  sores.  .^H 

26.  The  Schuvipfrs,  or  jaundiced,  who  nnear  themselves  wito^ 
dung  to  give  themselves    the    appearance  of   the   yellow  eiti- 
nesB,  or  other  dreadful  disease. 

27.  The  Burkhart,  who  tie  their  hands  to  their  throat  and  ay 
tlicy  have  St.  Anthony's  pononce  or  that  of  any  other  saint. 

28.  The  P/atacfiieitrt,  or  blind  harpers,  who  play  on  the  luu 
in  front  of  churches  and  tell  lies  as  to  the  origin  of  their  blinl- 
nees.* 


■  "  The  Book  Af  Vagabonda  «nd  Bvggan,"  edited  by  Uaitin  Lnllier,  IS»> 
Tnttiiiluh:ii  bj-  J.  C.  Holteti,  IS0O. 
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nnds  and  BepKftrit  in  Vienna — Muniripal  ntid  L-harit.'ible  inrtifeiition^— 
..lunicijml  vorkhouiie — Ptilice  shelter — R<;fuyi.-  for  thu  fao'niulnB — Mok- 
dicttj  Sticiety — KeAiiUo  olitaiiifd — Vai^ania  sent  home  from  Vteniia— 
VupmoLa  retumMl  lo  Vtuuiia— VHgnuicy  iu  ilic  eoimtry — Pnipoeed  ro- 
aiwiiU  iaeaaur«K. 


VaOAHONDS    ANU    BkOOARS    in    VlSKNA. 

iNY  practical  acoonat  of  thcao  two  categories  of  the  human  irpcoiea 
cannot  give,  they  canDot  well  "be  separated,  so  mauy  of  the 
'lormer  are  beggan  and  so  many  of  tbo  latter  are  vagabonds.    In 
rock  a  case  I  must  be  excused  if  I  cannot  clearly  define  the  differ- 
ence, and  the  following  information  muat  be  deemed  the  best  I  can 
supply  from  meagre  data. 

There  ore  various  kinds  of  beggars  in  Vienna  the  same  as  in 
other  large  cities.  I  have  poreonally  encountered  them,  they  range 
frooi  the  Society  beggar  of  Dickens  to  the  spectacular  beggar  of  the 
one-armed  oronc'legged  type.  Tbo  ordinary  Vienna  street  beggar 
doe«  not  belong  to  an  objectionable  race,  bis  toilette  ia  irreproach- 
able, he  ia  verj'  polite,  and  not  annoying  or  so  porsiatent  as  tho 
'  Viennese  flowor-girla.  The  pleasaiitest  beggar  for  an  Englishman 
I  to  meet  ia  tho  anatocratic  beggar  (and  I  am  sorry  to  nny  that 
there  appear  to  bo  many  of  alt  ranks,  countt^,  couutosBcs,  barons, 
and  baroneiises/.  I  have  had  {several  [lerfional  visits  from  ruined 
coontA;  Ihey  send  in  their  card,  and  on  being  received,  begin 
imroediatt-ly  in  the  most  impassioned  stylo  to  unanre  one  that  the 
English  are  the  most  noble  and  generous  of  all  peoples;  they 
express  so  heartily  their  opinion  of  the  blessing  of  being  an 
Englishman,  that  before  the  story  of  their  own  misfortunes  can 
he  narrated  the  florins  are  literally  flattered  out  of  an  English- 
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iiitetfartaf  tberaiDedcoaiit.  I  find  at  theMoC 

'  la  opaa  the  door  mjraelf  and  bow  retj 

An  ikey  real  oonnta  ? 

m  a€  Wggar  in  Vienna  i»  the  niii^i 

i  ti  wcQ-fed  looking  boys  and  girK 

midgea  seated  on  the  doOT'rtcp 

of  tUi  annojing  daat  all  ose  the  stn* 

!&•  tW  insect  they  represent,  are  abk 

or  atockings,  to  pounce  aileiiflj 

tiM  VMnfy.  haxxuif  penisteDtly  in  their  tiwk 

with  A«  ■'polixei,'*  trho,  faDwever,  are  want«d 

aa  the  plaoat  chocen  lor  public  torture  are  off 

yafiHHfla;  ibe  recruiting  groiuid  for  (uUm 

vtfl  Aamn.     Vagabooda  are  continually  to  1m 

■A  I  hsve  obred  many  whose  countaunoes  ait 

Cmou^  anoagh  they  never  appear  to  beg. 

I  ■•  to  tJii'M  that  tfaey  must  b«  chiefly  of  the  ciinuml 

•Kpanriaion.   It  is  to  be  noticed  that  ihert 

^OaAj  pmnnal  on  my  part. 

is  genefously  afforded  by  (he  Vie 
pmate  eharitable  institutions  with  die_ 
:  «tf  tW  Ivperial  Cunily. 

nlkf  fron  auiudpat  ftinds  tn 
fViwmaamwroted  to  44.634, 
TU»  waa  «a  inciw—  on  the  two  previotu  yoars  et 
•M%3L9MpnMis. 

F)ir  tfe  «tt*  «f  thosBoat  of  work  there  is  a  municipal  worUtooie, 
vWtv  eartui  em^tiima  are  hud  down.  One,  that  if  a  penoa 
«k«oaH  W  eaa  go  oat  and  work,  but  on  bis  return  at  night  he  mtut 
pajliafci«u«n(abaBltwapenoe)furhUDight'slodging;  theotlifc, 
that  a  penoB  iriio  remains  in  the  workhouse  has  to  work  \kav, 
fcr  vUsb  ba  geCa  hia  meals,  shelter,  and  a  small  weekly  wage. 
Tha  lowlti  of  the  first  eonditioQ  are  shown  aa  follows :  in  187*, 
6partons  hadSdrdaya*  work,  paying  to  the  workhouite  89fl.70)cr., 
in  IS78,  8  pertons  with  821  days' work,  paying  82fl.  10kr.;aiidin 
187S,caily  6  peraons  with  3S*2  days'  work,  paying  3Bfl.  2Ukr.  <'f 
ihow  under  the  wcond  condition  there  were  aatisfactory  eyniptoiu 
of  work  being  plentiful,  as  in  1877  those  employed  in  the  woric- 
honso  amounted  Id  424  persons,  whereas  in  1S7S  there  wen  oolf 
342,  and  in  1879  they  hud  decreased  to  260.     The  uverage  cost  ot 
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ihc  inatitation  for  the  three  years  was  49,384  fionns,  or  £4,200 ; 
the  income  was  only  13,000  florins,  or  £1,200. 

There  are  lodgings  giren  bj  the  police  to  honeat  people  who  are 
found  without  shelter. 

There  arc  many  beneficent  infltittitions  in  Ttonna  bejiides  ihom 

of  the  municipality.     One,  '*  the  refiige  for  the  honieleM,"  is  of 

j  itnmeDse  use  to  the  poor  in  this  city.     From  1871  to  the  end  of 

1879  the  statiftticR  gliow  that  600,000  persons  obtained  sheltar,  and 

that  1,366,000  rations  of  bread  and  soup  had  been  given  out. 

Another  admirable  institution  for  helping  poverty  and  distress, 
the  "  Verein  gegen  veriirraiing  und  bettelei,"  is  worthy  of  especial 
mention.     The  particular  purposes   for   which   it   works  are  as 
[  follows : — 

Ist.  For  the  prevention  of  threatening  distress  by  furnishing 
I  help  corresponding-  to  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Sad.  To  assist  those  in  distress  but  capuble  of  work  to  gain  a 
I  living. 

Ord.  To  grant  help  in  urgent  cases  to  those  incapable  of  gainiag 
B  living. 

4tb,  To  prevent   begging.    Thia  is  done  by  assisting  those 

I  capable  of  work  to  establish  themselves  in  small  trades,  and  by 

placing  the  incapable  in  the  almshouse  or  by  giving  them  asnst- 

unce ;  in  the  cases  of  professional  beggars  means  are  taken   to 

expose  thera  and  render  them  harmless. 

The  society  was  founded  in  1H7!),  and  since  then  it  fans  received 

24,89!)  applications  for  relief  from  all  classes,  counts,  conntossi'S, 

j^burons,  baronesses,  officers,  professors,  officials,  actors,  down  to 

dnrers,  as  well  as  a  largo  number  of  professional  beggars.      Of 

rihese  24,89J)  applicants,  however,  some  applied  as  many  as  seven- 

,teen  times. 

AH  cases  of  beggars  reported  by  subscribers  are  looked  into  by 
I  the  society,  and  those  who  make  begging  a  profession  are  exposed. 
In  February,  1884.  600  persona  wore  sent  out  of  Vienna  to 
their  homes;  429  to  Bohemia,  Lower  Aostria,  and  Moravia,  72  to 
other  Austrian  provinces,  73  to  Hungory,  and  26  abroad.    Of  these 

Phad  no  mcjins  of  support,  1 1  wore  prostitutes,  56  were  beggars, 
were  sent  away  with  orders  never  to  return,  67  with  punish- 
ts,  and  24  considered  dangerous  to  public  order. 
hose  belonging  to  Vienna  uad  returned  hero  by  the  authorities 
1  the  provinces  and  Ilungiiry  numbered  264.    Of  these  110  had 
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no  means  of  subeistence,  8  were  vagnuifas,  3d  wero  beggars,  «aJ 
111  others  with  piuushmento. 

From  what  I  am  enablarl  to  learn  I  form  the  opiuion  thai 
'vagmncj'  haa  undoubtedly  increased  in  AuBtriu,  and  it  is  a  gricT- 
ance  which  I  notice  ia  attracting  attention  in  the  prorincea,  ooo 
which  C8pc«ially  conceroB  the  farmers  and  peasantry,  ob  Uiey  suffer 
much  from  thenumiTous  vagtibunds  who  inleat  the  country.  Doti 
the  farmors  and  peasuutrr  are  afraid  of  them,  as  they  belieroif 
they  rcfuao  roliof  to  tht-m  that  ont  of  revenge  the  vagabonds  wonU 
Bet  £rc  Co  their  tarna  or  houses,  or  commit  other  damage. 

A  landed  proprietor  in  Lower  Austria,  whoee  land  ia  dietantW 
rcmoTcd  from  the  high  rood,  tinding  ao  many  Togabonda  annuaU? 
called  upon  hira  for  relief  or  work,  made  one  year  a  calculalioii. 
which  showed  that  no  fewer  than    7,200   vagabonds  prcaoif*^ 
themselves.     It  in  also  calculated  that  the  peasant's  donatioxx^ 
Vagabonds  in  the  year  (bread,  meat,  and  milk)  amounts  to  n%-^ 
than  the  taxes  lie  annually  pays. 

Tn  Salzburg,  in  18(J6,  3,000  vagabonds  were  coonted,  and  ■ — ^ 
calculated  that  what    they  received  in  money  and  food,  from 
inhabitants  amounted   to  about  600,000  florinn,  or  more  than 
direct  taxes  paid  by  the  duchy. 

In  the  towns  the  authorities  arc  bound  to  caro  for  ragsbo- 
tliey  consequently  get  rid  of  them  as  fast  as  they  con.  '^^-^  . 
vagabonds  arc  not  loth  to  be  so  dealt  wiOi,  as  they  ore  sur^^^^ 
being  cared  for  in  the  next  place  they  visit;  they  can  thus  ^^  ■''"^ 
the  round  of  the  whole  country  without  work.  Foreign 
huwever,  are  sent  out  of  the  country,  if  found. 

Attontioa  is  beiQg  given  to  on  excellent  system  which  has 
with  much  sucoees  in  Qermany  and  Bavaria  in  diminishing  '  ^ 
number  of  beggars  in  those  districts  where  it  has  been  oarried  czz^^ 
The  system  is  that  of  making  aettlementa  where  vagabonds  ^ 

aent  to  and  employed  at  agricultural  and  other  useful  work. 

In   lfi8;i  the  number  of  beggars  bronght  under  polico  no"^  '^^ 
amounted  to  ri,081.     Of  this  number  l,li00  were  brought  he^^ore 
the  courts,  and  1521  were  discharged;  I.OjjI  received  on  odmd^^iu* 
lion,    1,901  were    punished  with  a  term   of  police  arrest,    ^anJ 
321  were  imprisoned. 

3,804  were  men  and  boys. 

1,187  wore  women  uud  girls. 

2,973  were  single. 
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1,306  married. 

802  widowed. 
1,842  had  formerly  served  in  trad& 

216  had  been  in  service. 
2,987  had  been  labourers,  or  without  any  regular  occupation. 
1,4'')5  were  regular  beggars. 
44  were  cripples. 

140  were  Bmall  children. 
I,C21  were  of  the  vagabond  claaa. 

Laws  rerpbcting  Beggars  a^d  YAOABONDa  i»  Austria. 

Vagabondti. 

Thoae  persons  who  leave  their  homes  in  aearoh  of  work  and 
mding  none,  and  are  known  to  have  no  means  by  which  to  gain 
living,  or  who  do  not  endeavour  to  gain  an  honest  living,  can  be 
mniahed  as  vagabonds,  with  an  arrost  of  from  eight  days  to  one 
.onth.  If  they  offend  oftener  they  can  be  puniahed  with  from 
e  to  three  months'  "stringent"  armst  (this  arrest  combines  a 
ariety  of  punishments — imprisonment,  fasting,  hard  labour,  hard 
cU,  seclusioD,  detention  in  a  house  of  correction,  &c.,  according 
the  pri80uer*»  offence).  The  police  have  authority  to  require 
ose  released  after  repeated  offences  to  show,  during  a  term  of 
years,  that  they  are  gaiuLng  an  honest  living.  If  they  can- 
ot  prove  this  they  can  be  arrested  for  &om  three  to  fourteen 
iays ;  again  offending  they  have  to  undergo  one  mouth's  stringent 
hrrest. 

They  can  be  placed  under  police  supervision,  in  which  case  they 
DOst  remain  in  the  district  assigned  to  them.  The  police  catmot 
prohibit  them  from  remaining  in  their  native  place. 

They  are  obliged  to  give  information  of  their  change  of  domicile, 
kfaeir  means  of  subsistcaoc,  and  their  intercourse  with  other 
persons. 

The  police  can  order  them  to  appear  on  certain  days  at  the 
lolice-statioQ ;  they  can  prevent  their  attending  meetings,  or 
Baring'  their  lodginga  at  nlght-timo.  Their  lutlglngs  and  person 
nn  bo  scorched.  Vagabond  youths  under  eighteen  years  of  age 
ire  put  into  n  house  of  correction,  but  thoy  aro  not  detained 
hero  after  thoy  attain  the  ago  of  twenty.' 


532  VAQBAXTS  AND  VAGBANCT. 

Beggan. 

Beggars  are  in  the  first  inatance  warned  fay  the  police,  and 
after  repeated  offences  are  brought  before  the  tribunals,  the 
punishment  TaT3ring  from  eight  days  to  one  and  even  three 
months'  imprisonment.  A  beggar  shamming  illness  or  trying  to 
excite  the  compassion  of  the  public  by  pretending  bodily  defects, 
is  in  the  first  instance  punished  with  one  month's  imprisonment. 

Children  under  fourteen  found  begging.  In  such  cases  the 
parents,  or  those  under  whose  care  the  children  are  placed,  if  it  is 
proved  they  are  aware  that  the  children  were  begging,  can  be 
punished  with  an  arrest  of  from  eight  days  to  one  month. 

Persons  letting  out  children  for  begging  purposes  are  similarly 
punished  with  from  eight  days  to  one  month's  imprisonment,  and 
for  a  repetition  of  the  offence  with  from  one  to  three  months' 
imprisonment.* 

*  Beport  of  Victor  Dnimmond,  1884. 


'  of  1865  regarding  vagianta  and  beggars— Former  utteinplji  at  repronMon 
— TbL-  Couiimiiy  of  St.  Eliiuiljelli,  or  Bt't-giiw"  GiiiW— "  Thf  foily  liouw  " 
— DfiK-Tiptioii  of  the  orfient  of  l>eKKaiii  Gv  NwbiJi  in  1(127 — The  tricks  of 
the  BiaMi  in  Siculj-— Their  puiUBLiuciit  \>y  tlic  Duke  of  Sema. 

Bv  the  Pablic  Security  Law  of  March  20th,  1865,  as  amended  by 
the  law  of  July  6th,  1871,  on  information  laid  by  the  police,  or  in 
default  thereof,  on  the  ground  of  public  notoriety,  the  magistrate 
culled  Pr«tone  may  summon  any  person  charged  with  being  an 
idler  or  a  vagrant  to  appear  before  bim  within  five  days.  On  the 
appearance  oi'  such  person,  the  magistrate,  if  the  charge  he 
odmitted  or  proved,  admonishes  the  idler  or  vagrant  to  find 
regular  work,  and  to  show  that  he  has  done  bo  within  the  time 
prescribed,  ordering  him  not  to  remove  in  tho  mcaawbile  from 
the  place  where  he  is  without  previous  notice  given  to  the  place. 
When  the  person  summoned  denies  the  charge,  and  it  cajinot  be 
immediately  established,  the  case  is  adjourned  for  another  period 
of  five  days,  in  order  to  obtain  further  endencc. 

If  a  person  admonished  as  above-mentioned  nogloots  to  comply 
with  the  injunetions  he  has  received,  such  disobedience  is  punish- 
able with  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  three  or  more  than  six 
months. 

Vagrants  and  idlers  under  the  age  of  sixteon  years  may  bo, 
according  to  circumstances,  either  consigned  to  the  care  of  their 
parents  or  guardians,  or  placed  in  a  workhouHO  or  reformatory. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  imprisonment  the  vagrant,  if  a 
foreigner,  is  conducted  to  tho  frontier  and  expelled  the  State ;  if 
an  Italian  citizen,  he  is  directed  to  tho  local  authority  of  tho  com- 
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mune  where  he  has  declared  it  to  be  Km  intention  to  fix  hii 
reaidence,  which,  he  is  required  not  to  change  without  previooft 
notice  to  that  authority. 

If  he  docs  not  keep  to  tho  route  traced  oat  for  him,  or  if  he 
fails  to  present  himself  within  tho  term  prcscnhed  to  the  pruptf 
uuthority,  or  if  ho  leaves  the  residence  assigned  to  him  withoat 
pormiaeion,  ho  is  liable  to  imprisonment  for  u  term  of  not  le<6  than 
one  month  or  more  than  one  year. 

A  perwn  who  has  undergone  a  sentence  of  imprisonment  for 
vagritncy  may  bo  forbidden  by  tho  profoct  of  the  province  to 
establish  his  residenoo  in  the  place  choeea  by  him,  under  pain  o£ 
im  prison  nient  for  not  less  than  one  month  or  more  than  one  year. 

A  place  of  residoueo  during  a  period  of  from  sis  months  to  two 
years,  or^  after  conviction  for  a  rcpoated  ofieniw,  from  one  year  to 
fivo  yearn,  may  be  assiguod  to  such  vagrant  by  the  Kiaisterof  the 
Interior. 

The  law  above  cited  of  March  20th,  1865,  providee  that  ia 
oommiiiieij  where  there  is  no  mendicity  Bitylum,  peraoos  unable  to 
work,  and  who  have  neither  means  of  eiibaistonce  nor  relatione 
bound  by  law  to  support  them,  shall  receive  from  the  municipal 
authorities  certificatea  of  poverty  and  inability  to  work  ;  which 
certificates,  duly  counti^rsigned  by  the  district  political  authorities, 
shall  be  cOQaidored  as  licences  to  beg  within  the  district. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  such  pcrnussion  is  not  to  b« 
granted  in  places  where  sufTicient  charitable  foundations  exist'  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  Mendicancy  is  prohibited  in  all  cases  except 
those  above  mentioned.  Under  uiiy  circumstance  beggara  are 
forbidden  to  show  their  sores,  injuries,  or  deformities,  to  carry 
heavy  slicks  or  other  arms,  or  to  expreiu)  deciperBtion  by  worda  or 
gestures.     Begging  by  night  ia  always  prohibited. 

Any  pcrsou  found  begging  without  a  lioeuce  is  taken  into 
cutitody,  utid  handed  over  to  the  judicial  authority',  to  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law.  But  in  a  commune  where  there  exista 
a  mendicity  asylum,  if  the  person  found  begging  is  unable  to 
work,  and  without  moans  of  subsistence,  he  is  sent  to  suoh  asylum, 
and  kept  there  until  he  has  ucquired  the  means  of  subsiatenoo^  or 
imtil  some  one  undertakes  to  maintain  him. 

Cardinal  Morichini  records  a  series  of  ineffectual  cndcavotirs  to 
roprosB  mendicancy  in  Homo,  which  wore  mode  by  sevoral  Popes 
aiucc  tho  middle  of  the  sixtccnih  century. 
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FIuB  T.  issued  »  bull  prohibiting  begging  in  churches  under 
the  ftoverest  pcDaUieis.  Grug'ury  XIII.  charged  the  urch-coufra- 
teruily  ot  thu  Holy  Trinity  for  tlie  care  of  Pilgrims  mid  Oou- 
valesoents  with  the  duty  of  cleariDg  Rome  of  beggars.  Those 
incapable  of  wurkiiig  were  to  be  umintuined  in  the  iiioiiOHtery  of 
8.  Sisto,  which  he  usHi;^ud  to  the  nociety  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  able-bodied  were  to  be  oent  awuy  to  earn  their  lirolibood  by 
their  own  labour.  Full  power  wae  given  to  the  arch-confraternity 
to  imprifvun  puuperu  or  expel  tliem  from  the  city.  In  execution 
of  the  Pope's  brief  to  this  ellect,  all  the  beggars  in  Rome  were 
required  to  present  themselves  on  a  certain  day  at  the  hospital  of 
the  Holy  Trinity.  Eight,  hundred  and  (ifty  of  them  having  been 
80  collected  were  made  to  march  in  solemn  procesaion  to  their 
destined  aRylom,  which  soon,  however,  had  to  be  abandoned  aa 
unsuitable.  The  measures  adopted  proved  quite  inctKcaciouB,  aa 
appears  from  a  bull  in  which,  a  few  years  later,  Sixtns  V.  declared 
that  the  public  places,  private  houses,  and  churches  were  filled 
with  importunate  and  chimorous  bef^gara,  who  wandered  about  the 
ei^,  without  having  any  fixed  abode,  without  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  seeking  nothing  but  food.  In  order  to  put  an  cad  to 
ftuoh  a  state  of  things  the  I'upe  eetablishcd  a  great  asylum  or 
almshouse  for  the  indigent,  without  distinction  of  nationality,  and 
he  ordered  that  those  who  should  still  persist  in  bcg>iiQg  rather 
than  go  into  the  house  should  be  severely  puoitihod,  cvou  in  some 
cades  with  the  galleys. 

The  desired  result,  however,  was  far  from  being  obtained. 
Only  twelve  years  after  the  death  of  Sixtus  V.,  according  to  a 
contemporary  writer,  the  beggars  infesting  the  streets  were  so 
numerous  that  there  was  no  po^ibility  of  wulking  in  the  town 
without  being  surrounded  by  thum,  while,  on  the  other  haad, 
very  few  indeed  remained  in  the  asylum. 

Innocent  X.  ordered  all  bcggartt  lu  be  ahut  up  in  the  Apoa- 
tvlic-al  Paluce  of  tSt.  John  Latenin ;  but  his  intentions  do  not 
seem  to  hare  been  fultilled,  and  Pope  Innocent  XI.  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  doi^igii  was  not  realiHablo.  Innocent  XII. 
took  up  again  the  plans  of  Si\ius  V.  for  the  extirpation  of  men- 
dicity, and  with  that  view  instituted  the  "  Ospizio  ApMhlieo." 

During  The  greater  part  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
centuries  there  existed  a  regularly  authorised  beggars*  society, 
designated  by  the  name  of  the  Company  of  S.  Elizabeth.    It  had 
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between  400  and  500  roembcrB,  eocli  of  whom  contnbutod  two 
bt^foeehi  and  a  half  (about  twopcnoc  halfpenny)  b  month  towards 
the  osponacB  of  religious  oorcmDnics,  of  which  thoro  wero  many. 
Once  a  year  tho  blind,  led  by  the  lame,  wont  in  penitential  pro- 
ceasion  with  a  military  escort  to  visit  four  churnhes.  Penalties 
were  inBtcted  on  memborB  of  the  company  who  foiled  to  pay 
thoir  Babdcriptions,  or  were  wanting  in  due  respect  to  their 
Buperior  officere.  No  one  was  allowed  to  beg  in  the  streets  who 
was  not  a  member.  Children,  able-bodied  men  snd  women,  and 
foreigners  were  excluded.  Strangen,  however,  were  sometimes 
allowed  to  beg  in  the  winter  on  pAvmont  of  the  ordinary  sub- 
scription. All  thp  members  of  the  company  were  furnished  with 
licences.  They  practieed  begging  among  themselves,  certain  of 
the  brethren  being  charged  with  the  duty  of  soliciting  alms  from 
the  rest  for  those  who  were  ill.  On  Sundays  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  company,  called  Camtrltitga,  who  waa  lame,  accompanied  by 
two  who  were  blind,  called  the  Sigitort  and  the  Gunrdiano,  went 
about  the  town  with  6ddlee  and  a  t'°^t  to  collect  offerings  for  the 
feast  of  the  patroness  of  the  society,  S.  £liEabeth.  The  custom 
was  to  carry  a  silver  basin  for  contributions,  with  ten  crowns  and 
a  silver  siiufTbox  !u  it ;  and  every  one  nho  put  money  intu  the 
fonucr  wus  asked  to  take  a  pinch  uf  snuff  from  the  latter.  This 
gral«fique  trade  union,  which  wus  founded  in  KHS,  and  laated 
until  the  Revolutiuu  at  the  end  of  the  eighteentli  century,  was 
placed  under  the  protection  of  a  cardinal.  Its  last  protector  was 
Cardinal  York. 

Pius  VII.  in  setting  on  foot,  and  Leo  XII.  in  completing,  the 
general  system  of  relief  whioh  has  already  been  describud^  made 
stringent  regulations  against  mendicity ;  but  their  edicts  for  its 
suppression  seem  to  havo  been  as  fruitless  as  those  of  former 
Popes.  Again,  in  1837,  all  beggars  were  summoned  to  give  on 
account  of  themselves.  The  infirm  rocoivcd  a  licence  to  bc^  and 
a  medal  which  they  were  to  wear.  Tho  able-bodied,  if  strangers, 
were  sent  away,  or,  if  Romans,  were  required  to  find  work.  Non- 
compliance was  punished  with  imprisonment  on  brood  and  wat«rj 
for  a  iirst  offence,  and  n-ith  heavier  penalties  for  a  second  offenc 
A  house  was  subsequently  established  whdre  unlicensed  be{ 
were  tismporarily  placed. 

A  singular  old  custom,  still  existing  when  he  wrote  his  book, 
the  second  edition  of  which  was  published  in  1870,  ts  described 
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^^dftrdiiial  Morichiui.  A  cbo^en  band  of  forty  beggfirs  rec«ived. 
speeial  licence  from  tbe  Cardinal  Vicar  to  take  poet  outsido  the 
dours  of  churches  during  the  e-ulomnity  callod  /Vic  Furiif  Hours, 
and  the  devout  had  to  pusa  on  evury  such  occasion  betwooa  two 
long  rowsof  vociFerotis  niendicanta,  whose  clamour  oven  diBturl>ed 
the  prayers  of  the  congregation  within.  Of  these  privileged 
beggars,  half  were  blind  and  the  rewt  cripples.  One-third  of  the 
whole  number  were  women.  Tho  age  for  admission  was  not 
fixed,  and  the  licence  was  hehl  during  good  bchavioiir.  Tlie 
patronage  belonged  to  the  Cardinal  Vicar,  who  appointed  to 
vacant  places.* 

In  l(j'J7,  Gincinio  Nobili,  a  Dominican  monk  of  Viterbo,  who 
wrote  under  the  pseudonym  of  Rufaale  Frinuoro,  published  at 
Venice,  under  Papal  sanction,  a  work  entitled  ''  11  Vfifi'tbomla 
ovfiro  s/ersa  dt  Bianti  e  Va/jabondt,"  the  materials  of  which  he 
appears  to  have  drawn  from  some  of  the  urch-vagabonds  of  the 
period, 

lie  divides  vagabonds  into  thirty-four  claasea  : — 

1.  £m7n^',  or  Blessed,  bearers  of  false  bulls,  indutgenccs,relica,&c. 

2.  Fthi.  or  Cozeners,  or  folsc  prophets,  who  govo  out  thai  they 
were  inspired  by  God  and  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
They  declared  that  there  were  concealed  treasures  in  houses 
guarded  by  evil  spirits,  which  could  only  be  discovered  through 
the  medium  of  the  sacrifices,  prayers,  and  fastings  of  their  con- 
fraternity, and  that  to  search  for  these  treasures  in  any  other 
way  would  be  to  risk  one's  life. 

3.  Affrnti,  or  false  monks,  who,  though  they  had  never  been 
ordained,  nevertheless  had  the  hardihood  to  celebrate  moss, 
saying  wherever  they  went  that  it  was  their  first  mass,  in  order 
to  obtain  more  in  alms  or  offerings.  The  Inquisition  made  short 
work  of  these  rascals  whenever  they  fell  into  its  power. 

4.  Fahi  horiioni,  or  frilso  pilgrims,  who  sold  medals  and  shells 
and  solicited  alms  because  they  said  ihcy  could  not  cunscicntiously 
live  on  their  own  moans  during  their  pilgrimage,  through  fear  of 
breaking  their  vow. 

•0.  Acaptosi,  or  Redeemed  Slaves,  who  protended  to  have  escaped 
from  slavery  and  waiUcd  money  to  redeem  their  relations. 

6.  Ajfarfuiiii^  or  Charlatans,  who  invented  miraculous  events, 
stating  that  they  had  committed  monstrous  sins  for  which  they 
-•  Report  by  Sir  A.  Paget,  I&TS. 
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liod  Iwcn  punished  by  incurable  disorders,  until  they  wore  he«W 
of  tlictn  through  having  mado  a  vow  to  wander  thrangb  th(^ 
world,  for  the  purpose  of  recounting  the  effect)!  of  divine  jastioe 
and  of  God's  infinite  mercy  towards  miserable  sinnero. 

7.  AtvajHuii,  or  riceratcd,  who  made  ulcer*  on  their  leg«  with 
powder,  toaet,  and  hare's  blood. 

8.  Aliarrimand,  or  Weepers,  who  owed  their  tmme  to  the 
facility  with  which  they  tihed  tears  at  will,  principally  in  the 
pre^nce  of  women.  They  did  not  solicit  anything,  but  always 
had  their  anus  extended  to  receive  offerings. 

9.  Amoui,  or  Stupid,  who  simulated  madmen,  or  doaf  and 
dumb  people.  They  did  not  aak  for  anything,  but  kept  their 
hands  extended  to  receive  alms. 

10.  Acaidfnti,  or  Kpileptics,  who  pretended  to  have  6ta  when- 
ever they  were  in  the  midst  of  a  number  of  people  from  whom  it 
scomcd  likely  they  would  get  alms. 

11.  CayniiMdi,  or  Exchangers,  who  persuaded  people  to  ex- 
change pearls,  rings,  &c.,  for  pinchbeck. 

12.  Mutatori,  or  Lenders,  who  profesecd  to  lend  money  without 
interest. 

13.  Attremanii,  or  Tremblers,  who  shook  in  every  limb,  pre- 
tending to  be  impotrnt  or  puraljiin. 

14.  Admiraiiti,  or  Keciters  of  False  Miracles,  who  pretended  that 
an  image  of  the  virgin,  or  some  other  saint  in  a  distant  locoltt^*, 
had  shod  tears,  or  sweated,  or  inclined  its  head ;  they  then  sold  a 
fac-simUo  of  it,  which  they  declared  had  worked  a  miracle. 

15.  Acrojiii,  or  Image-benrers  of  Saints,  who  carried  image*  of 
the  saints  on  their  breasts  to  be  kissed  by  the  faithful. 

16.  Atlnraniatiy  or  Bitten,  who  pretended  to  be  bitten  by  tanui- 
tulas,  and  to  be  in  consequence  smitten  with  a  form  of  madness. 
They  indulged  in  the  most  extravagant  capers  and  did  not  solicit 
anything ;  the  companion  who  conducted  them,  however,  aooeptcd. 
alms. 

i7.  Appczzetili,  or  Bread- enters,  who  pretended  to  eat  nothing 
else.  They  sold  all  the  whole  loaves  (hey  coUeoted  and  eat  only 
the  pieces. 

18.  Cficrhim,  or  tattered  rogues,  answering  to  our  shallow  coves 
or  shivering  jemmie»,  who  went  naked,  even  in  winter,  and  col- 
lecteil  clothen  and  money,  ibuugh  they  prctendod  to  prefer  nudity 
and  poverty  for  the  love  oj'  God. 
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19.  S/tetirini,  or  False  Priests,  reeeinbling  the  English  frator, 
who  pretended  to  collect  for  hospitalB,  and  pocketed  the  money. 

20.  Iticc/n  or  lilfmffnzrrfi,  Christianised  or  Rebapliaed  Jews, 
■who  pretended  to  have  been  rich  Jews  converted  by  terrible 
tistouB  or  incredible  miracle«.  In  every  tJ3wn  they  came  to  they 
caused  themselves  to  be  rebnptised,  and  by  this  means  drew 
valuable  gifts  from  their  sponaors  mid  others. 

21.  Fttljifttori,  or  Masters  of  Arts,  aged  or  impotent  raacnls,  who 
taught  children  the  art  of  cheating. 

22.  A^itrinati,  or  Flourerers,  who  begged  flour  to  make  holy 
wafers  to  \i&  used  at  the  celebration  of  masees  fur  the  living  and 
dead. 

23.  A/lampfidali,  or  Lampists,  who  during  Pasaioii  Week  and 
at  the  great  feativul^  beggud  oil  for  the  lumps  wbiuh  ure  lighted 
in  front  of  the  host,  or  the  images  of  the  virgin. 

24.  Reiiqitiarii,  or  Vendors  of  False  Kelice. 

25.  Pauliani,  or  Pauiists,  who  pretended  to  descend  from  the 
Apostle  Paul,  and  drove  away  snakes  and  eat  and  drank  venomous 
things,  for  which  they  swallowed  antidotes  beforehand. 

26.  Allacerbntdi  or  Vi'otobianU,  or  Head  Rogues,  who  often 
cheated  one  onotbor. 

27.  Catridiarii,  or  Advisers  of  Pregnant  Women,  who  made 
pregnant  women  believe  that  they  would  miscarry  or  meet 
with  other  misfortunes  unless  they  made  oiVerings  of  tapers, 
wine,  bread,  and  anything  in  eeason,  which  these  rascals  appro- 
priated. 

28.  Lotori,  or  Bathers,  who  pretended  to  be  in  possession  of 
miraculous  water  which  would  make  infants  grow  to  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  or  cause  them  to  die. 

2y.  Croaiirit,  or  Saffroners,  roguiis  who  sold  saflron  in  places 
where  it  did  not  exist,  and  cheated  people  aii  to  its  value. 

30.  CompantZiiiiU,  or  Searchers  for  Godfuthere,  who  endea- 
voured to  relieve  themselves  of  the  expenses  of  childbirth  and 
nursing,  and  at  the  same  time  to  currj-  favour  with  the  rich  by 
making  them  sponsors  for  their  childruu. 

31.  Affamitflioli,  or  Fathers  of  Families  who  carried  about  u 
number  of  children. 

32.  Poreri  VcrijrnjnoJii,  or  Reopectable  Poor  arfiamed  to  bog. 
3-3.  JUorghiijn^i,  or  BellringerSj  who  carried  a  lamp  and  a  bull 

und  asked  alms  for  their  prayers. 
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34.   Tt^tafori,  or  Testators,  who  pretended  to  bo  ill  and  beqocaili 
money  to  their  protectors. 

Religious  saperstition  appears  to  have  been   the  ke^ote  ol 
most  of  thcBO  forms  orrasciility. 

The  following  will  serve  as  a  sample  of  the  modes  ia  whii 
some  of  theec  raecals  curried  on  their  tricks  :— 


"  The  Bianli.* 

"  The  Bianli,  or  Blessed,  are  bo  calleil  because  thej  promi&o  them- 
selves sovereign  blessedness  in  this  world  through  their  oonBtant 
endeavours  to  enrich  themMtlvea  by  leading  a  life  all  the  more 

infiimoua  on  account  of  ita  apparent  misery [These  impoclon 

are  nnablc  to  exhibit  any  example  of  the  efficacy  of  their  prayers, 
but  I  will  produce  one  of  their  roguery.]      In  the  year  1457,  at 

the  time  Pope  Calixtiis  III,  admitted  S the  Confaisor  into 

the  ranks  of  the  Saints  a  certain  S^r  f  named  Onhrieh  Prato, 
having  gone  to  8icily  with  several  of  his  companions  in  rascality, 
preached  the  miracles  of  this  great  saint,  and  clothing  many  per* 
sons  with  the  habit  of  the  saint,  he  sold  some  prayera  he  had  com* 
posed,  as  if  they  had  been  a  fruit  of  the  spirit  and  txmX  of  the 
confessor.  [This  is  the  way  that  sinners  sometimes  made  the 
saints  the  guai-antors  for  their  crimes,  and  after  having  abused 
everything  else,  finally  abused  religion  itself.] 

"  One  day,  being  on  his  way  to  a  town  situated  at  the  sea- 
side, and  having  learned  that  there  was  no  white  cluth  there, 
ho  loH  bis  companions  in  a  neighbouring  hamlet,  with  instructions 
to  disguise  themselves  as  merchants  and  to  come  in  a  short  time 
with  a  number  of  pieces  of  white  cloth  to  a  certain  spot  [on  which 
ho  woultl  plant  his  pilgrim's  slatl'].  Then  Gabriele  having  cnterod 
the  place  begun  to  propound  several  miracle^  of  the  saint,  which 
no  one  had  ever  heard  of  before,  and  having  preached  for  two  days 
and  exhorted  jieoplc  to  assume  his  habit,  ho  could  not  find  any  cloth 
suitable  for  tlio  purpose.  Upon  this  ho  ordered  the  people  to  pray 
to  God  for  two  days  and  two  nights,  until  it  pleased  him  to  favour 
the  zeal  of  the  dcvotooa  [of  this  great  Saint  and  to  cause  others  to 
believe].     The  prayer  hod  scarcely  terminated,  when  a   vessel 

*  The  portions  in  braclcet*  w«r«  ndded  to  a  bcatoo  wlitJOD  of  the  book 
publi«h«d  in  Fmnch  in  1044.  the  author  of  which  is  bolioved  to  b«  /jUm/um- 
taintt,  the  dramatist. 

t  A  name  given  to  jtriests  and  atao  to  lords  snd  iniutcn. 
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arrived  in  port,  iu  charge  of  the  false  merchants  who  generally 
acoompanied  Oabriele,  aiid  who  briQgin^  witt  thuta  a  quttutity  of 
whit«  cloth,  deulured  that  they  wqfg  charged  to  do  so  by  the  order 
and  by  the  revelation  of  the  saint,  [la  it  to  be  wondered  at  ufCer 
this  that  Devila  Bometimoa  transform  thomaclvca  into  Angels  of 
Light,  seeing  that  the  worst  men  ia  the  world  will  take  the 
shape  of  the  Bianii?'] 

"The  iuhabitanta  of  tho  town  and  all  tho  neighbouring  people 
attributing  this  event  to  an  extraordinary  Providonco,  and  not  to 
a  ooDccrt«d  trick,  took  tho  habit  of  the  aaint  to  the  number  of 
fifteen  thousand  persons,  and  cloth  was  more  wanting  thiin  zeal. 
Oabrifk  by  this  means  acquired  so  much  crt>dit  and  authority, 
that  though  poor  on  coming  into  the  island,  ho  loft  it  laden  with 
gold  and  silver  amoaaed  by  this  infamous  trade.  [Sicily  was  for- 
merly called  the  Store  houne  of  the  Romans  but  on  thia  occoaion 
it  proved  that  of  Beggars  and  Scoundrels.] 

"  Finally  having  returned  to  Ntti>U-»  with  his  companions,  ho 
passed  his  time  iu  comfort  supported  by  the  altnsof  otherfij  and  you 
«rould  have  declared  in  this  case  that  Lazarm  had  become  Div^*. 
Instead  of  woodea  utensils  he  only  now  used  vessela  of  great 
value,  and  thoau  who  had  known  him  as  a  beggar  were  astonished 

■  "to  see  him  assuming  great  state.  [A  kiug  may  givo  his  empire  for 
fx  glusa  of  water,  but  the  raecol  of  whom  I  am  apeuking,  while 
«nly  drinking  water  found  means  if  not  to  become  u  kiug,  at  least 

■  'to  treat  himself  rogully.] 

■  "  This  change  having  come  to  the  ears  of  the  Duke  of  Scum,  a 
Banon  with  a  subtilty  equal  to  the  depth  of  his  judgment,  ho 
■Resolved  to  trick  tho  trickster,  and  to  avenge  the  outrage  on  God 

«nd  hi«  saints  perpetrated  by  the  moat  contemptible  of  men.     He 

» therefore  ordered  some  of  his  footmen  to  station  themselves  near  a 
pass  which  leads  to  the  river  Tia»o,  and  to  persuade  oar  Bmti,  who 
"they  knew  were  coming,  to  present  themselves  to  the  Duke,  who 
greatly  wanted  them,  [with  the  promise  that  he  would  give  them 
a  handsome  reward,  which  ia  the  magnet  for  all  low  natures.] 

"  TheBefiti  having  arrived  at  the  pass  were  entreated  to  comeand 
absolve  the  Duke  in  a  reserved  caeo,'  acoording  to  the  very  ample 
and  absolute  authority  they  possessed,  with  which  they  complied 
all  the  more  willingly  because  while  tbey  expected  a  great  deal 

*  Sins  the  abaoludoa  of  which  wu  reaerred  for  the  bishop  or  even  for  the 
Pope. 

o  o 


M2 


Pageants  axd  vaoranct. 


from  such  a  great  lord,  they  hoped  to  make  the  same  profit!  at 
A'aplfit  us  ihey  did  in  Sict/i/.  They  therefore  went  lo  Srssa.  The 
Duke,  having  learnt  that  they  had  arrived,  Rtationed  himself  in  a 
room  with  the  windows  wholly  closed,  and.  having  admitto<)  them 
tu  an  audience,  he  made  his  appearance  with  a  melancholy  air,  his 
tongue  stuttering,  hid  head  hanging  on  one  side,  and  his  hands 
tremhling.  After  pretending  to  be  unahle  to  Stand  on  his  feet 
through  wcakuew,  counterfeiting  the  noodle  and  the  simpleton, 
though  he  was  sensible  and  ru»e,  he  told  them  his  wish,  ia  broken 
words,  scarcely  uudible,  as  if  the  shame  and  the  pain  which 
lay  heavy  vu  his  heart  only  allowed  him  to  half  open  his  mouth. 
lie  aaked  fur  abKulutiou  for  a  very  great  sin,  [saying  thai  ae 
great  people  committed  the  greatest  sins  they  ought  Ut  undergo 
the  greateHt  penanue!>,  if  uu  uxtraoi'dinary  meana  conld  not  be 
found  to  give  them  diapenaatiun  for  a  part  of  the  penaooea  they 
deserved.]  The  Bcati,  looking  at  one  uuotber,  begun  to  talk  in  an 
uaintelligiblc  jargon  before  the  l>uke  and  his  attcnduuts,  [as 
rascals  make  mjTBteries  of  what  they  say  quite  aa  much  as  of  what 
they  do  not  say.] 

"  l''inally  they  believed  they  would  get  a  handsome  reward, 
seeing  the  vacuity  of  the  Duke,  whom  thoy  credited  with  being 
thoroughly  stupid  nnd  weuk.  The  Duke  had  beforehand  suborned 
one  of  his  Doctors  to  ask  for  and  read  in  his  presence  the 
llullff  nnd  Privileges  of  those  BmU  with  a  secret  in5tTuctioD  to 
read  them  aloud,  and  to  say  that  nn  Pardoner  had  ever  come  from 
Itome  with  such  eitensive  powers,  that  they  had  authority  lu 
absolve,  not  only  sins  committed  but  also  those  which  still 
remained  uncommitted. 

"  The  Bull  having  been  drawn  up  with  such  authentic  approha- 
tioD,  he  promised  them  two  hundred  crowns,  provided  they  would 
absolve  him  from  a  ein  which  he  had  not  yet  committed.  Upon 
thi«  proposal  the  licaU  said  they  wished  to  consult  amongst  them- 
selves as  to  whether  thuir  power  extended  so  far,  and  if  the  pos* 
sibility  was  within  their  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  act.  The 
Buke  appeared  satisfied  with  this,  dismissed  Ihem  for  the  day, 
and  had  (beiu  magniliceutly  eutertuiued  In  his  palace  with  all 
their  fullowerti.  Their  baggage  was  even  brought  in  to  give  them 
asKuraucQ  by  paying  them  more  respect. 

"  The  foLIuwiug  night  these  Satnps  held  a  meeting,  at  which  it 
ua^  rL-sulved  that  the  Duke  was  the  greatest  fool  in  the  world,  uud 
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tbo  Doctor  who  had  read  thoir  Bulls  the  greatest  donkoy  and  the 
greatest  blocklieud  that  could  ho  fouad,  since  he  had  afHrmeil  that 
tber  could  absolve  futun>  stnH  by  a  prcBcnt  romiKsion.     So  they 

I  resolved  to  talte  the  two  hundred  crowns  and  pardon  the  Duke  tho 
monstroiiB  ercess  wbich  remained  still  to  be  committed. 
"  The  following  dny  tho  Duke  sent  for  thcni,  nnd  asked  them 
■what  they  had  decided  upon,  reg^arding  the  proposition  he  had 
made  to  them.     They  informed  him  they  hnd  resolved  that  their 
authority  was  not  limited  [either  by  the  past,  the  present,  or  the 
H  future,  as  Ood  answered  in  the  highest  degree  hy  his  KterniU 
Charact^'r  for  all  these  difference)*  of  time,  and  that  Jesus  Christ, 
Tvlio  is  thesttuio  U>-day  as  yesterday,  must  be  the  eamo  to-morrow.] 
TThey  therefore  prepared  the  letters  patent  of  absolution  for  a  sin 
to  be  comuiitttid  at  whatever  time  the  Duke  desired,  and  having 
received  tho  two  hmidrtyi  crowns  from  hie  own  baud,  tbey  left 
H  S«ssa  after  diuuer,  I  will  not  say  with  Joy  only,  but  further  with 
B  tx  kind  of  triumph.      [The  tricksters  pluced  their  glory  with  truth 
V  to  the  account  of  their  iuiamy.     But  dupcrs  uro  HtimetiueB  the 
viotima  of  the  dupea.] 

>"  In  fact  they  had  hardly  arrived  at  a  narrow  pass  which  was 
Hot  very  far  from  the  town,  when  they  found  themselve-s  sur- 
rounded by  the  officers  of  the  Duke,  who  despoiled  them  of  all 
their  money  and  baggage,  and  while  they  took  away  everything 
they  hod,  gave  thcin  a  good  cudgelling,  ( so  that  they  should  not 
f^o  away  without  taking  something  with  them.  Tbcy  derived 
this  advantage  from  this  treatment,  that  they  went  quicker  on 

•  ibot  than  they  did  on  horseback.] 
*'  Finally,  having  Icamt  that  this  trick  hnd  been  ployed  by 
Order  of  the  Duke,  they  went  back  to  Seasa,  sad  nnd  de^ipoiled  aa 
tliey  were,  and  complained  with  many  tears,  that  after  having 
granted  the  Duke  such  an  extraordinary  boon,  they  had  received 
auch  grievouH  degradation.      The  Duko  at  first  pretended  to  know 

B  nothing  of  the  e%-il  design  of  his  Footmen,  and  having  sent  for 
them  to  his  presence,  aaked  them  who  had  given  them  the  order 
to  maltreat  theee  good  men  P  And  as  they  replied  th;»t  they  had 
received  it  from  his  Excellency,  the  Duke  was  silent  for  a  little 
while,  and  then  avowed  that  tho  thing  was  true.  Upon  this 
avowal  tho  Seati  red'jubled  their  complaints,  and  representing  to 
tbo  Duke  hia  ingratitude  towards  such  indulgent  i'ardoncra,  who 
had  absolved  him  fur  ibu  whole  of  his  future  life,  they  tried  to 
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porsasde  turn  to  discborgo  his  conscience  of  sach  a  wnfclitT 
crime,  which  added  robbery  to  sacrilege,  and  to  give  tiiem  htA 
all  that  hud  been  taken  from  them. 

'*  Upon  this  the  Duke  said  to  them,  '  Come,  my  friends,  thii  ii  I 
the  sin  that  I  have  bo  long  desired  to  commit.  I  shall  get  roTwlf 
absolred  with  the  powers  you  have  given  me,  and  yon  will  \* 
discharged  of  such  a  hoavy  burden  and  will  return  in  security  t* 
Caretto,  without  any  further  fear  of  heinp  robbed.'  " 

It  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  Xof/tJi  that  the  Dake  in 
the  action  he  took  may  not  have  been  animated  solely  by  coal  fat 
religion.  Over  and  above  his  two  hundred  cmwns  which  he  re- 
covered, tho  spoil  extracted  from  tho  Bianfi  must  have  been  coo- 
eiderable,  but  in  tho  narrative  not  a  word  ia  said  of  any  part  of  it  ■ 
being  devoted  to  tho  cause  of  religion.  Tho  conduct  of  the  DaL», 
in  fact,  Bcems  to  have  been  hasod  on  the  policy  which  guides  bij 
fishes  to  swallow  tho  smaller  fr}'. 


"  Cif  many  ofher  Kinds  of  Vagabond*. 

"  There  are  many  other  aorta  of  Vagaboods  whom  T  oiait  u 
not  worth  mentioning  or  because  they  are  nearly  related  t« 
others.  I  shall,  however,  mention  a  few.  The  RiihunaH,  or 
Spii'iffiti,  arc  knaves  who  wag  tbeir  heads  from  time  to  time,  bet- 
lowing  like  bullu,  in  order  to  make  believe  that  they  are  tor- 
mented by  an  evil  spirit  for  having  disobeyed  their  fathers^  iwi 
incurred  their  curse. 

"  The  Itujfiti,  or  Brntjiai!,  that  is  to  say  '  the  burnt,*  are  yof^ 
who  burn  all  the  hair  on  their  heads  to  make  believe  that  tlKf' 
have  boon  nearly  burned  to  death  by  a  6re  which  consumed  their 
boune,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  beg  for  fear  of  thieving. 

"  The  Shrici  go  nearly  naked  and  try  to  excite  compassioQ  witk 
pitiful  appeals,  stating  that  they  bad  boon  assailed,  or  taken 
bv  the  Turks,  and  that  they  huvo  at  last  escaped  from  their 
hanrls,  having  saved  nothing  but  their  lives. 

*<  Tho  Formitjotti  are  sham  soldiers  who  state  that  they  Ka^ 
leturued  from  sume  wur  agaiust  the  inGdoU,  and  have  received  a 
muflkot  shot  there  which  hiu«  obliged  them  to  baudagu  their  amis 
and  their  foot;  they  beg  to  be  fed  for  the  love  of  God,  having 
siicrificcd  thomsclveB  for  the  foith. 

"  Others  say  that  they  have  patent  remedies  for  several  mals- 
dies  which  persona  have  about  them,  without  ever  taeing  them  or 
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ling  of  them.  They  aell  them  at  a  high  price,  notwithatand- 
that  all  the  wtae  they  have  eonaiats  hi  having  none  at  all. 
They  gave  the  following  to  a  lady  who  had  a  quartan  fever : 
Madonna  Gioranna  of  the  quartan  fever,  may  God  give  a  bad  year 
and  a  bad  week,  go  to  the  sea,  go  on  board  a  vessel,  and  may  a 
hundred  thousand  devila  take  you.  A  person  who  had  had  eyes 
also  received  this  charm.  Demon  eeeiial  oculoa  tuo*  ei  atercorihm 
<  repkat  ioea  tiaeantia ;  'May  the  Devil  tear  out  your  eyes,  and  fill 
the  apaco  with  dung.*  Another  woman  who  made  use  of  objec- 
tionable methods  to  prevent  conception  roccired  these  words  from 
their  hand  :  '  Margarita,  MargantA,  habbi  eura  alia  tua  vita,  so 
r  piede  entra  nel  stivale,  quoato  breve  non  ti  vale.'  * 

"They  sell  small  iron  keys  as  miraculous  remodtee,  which  are 
in  fact  useless  aguinat  the  falling  sickness.  Others  give  their 
compenions  a  certain  drink  w'bich  makes  them  fall  into  a  swoon, 
and  while  they  are  on  the  ground,  the  rogues  say  that  it  is  weak- 
ness arising  from  hunger  which  causes  them  to  arwoon.  After 
I  this,  judge  if  any  one  will  refuse  alms  when  they  believe  it  will 
revive  a  man." 


*  "  Mnrgaret,  MarKnret,  havp  a  caro  for  your  life, 
If  in  the  stimiji  ronr  font  you  place, 
Tills  temetl;  will  lose  its  ^race. 
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RUSSIA,  PORTVOAL,  DUCHAREST,  AN*D  TURKET. 

BcearA. — Low  Ktandard  of  comfort  of  the  Ruariui  peuaatry — UeiuUaty 
tunon^  titr  VThnn  pnpulatioii  and  ita  eauMfr— Comniilttv  fur  the  relief  of 
begKirn  in  SL  PelcrHlHttx— Treatment  of  beggan  iu  Hoboov,  OJbWi 
Fi^and,  IU-vp!,  und  PolAiid, 

PoRTTOAL.— lipneral  lonililinii  of  mendicity. 

BucHi.iuarr. — (Joitditiptu  of  mendicity.      * 

TCBKBi'.— OrganisAtion  for  the  r«'.Uef  of  the  poor— Profrttrinnal  h^g^uB — 
Beg)j^ng  dervisliee — Inwutires  to  aUnsciiniiK — FeJBnpd  mmlcnen— 
IteKk'on  Kt  iuti8i|iiefc— Administiritirtn  of  ihi;  ImnretA  lani  Kvciif-  Chrirtian 
cliority  iti  Turkey — PrwepU  of  Lke  Koreu  reyanliug  churity — Saviiij^  vf 
the  Prophet  cunccmiiig  olioagivitig  and  cbdritj. 

RUSSIA. 

Thp.  actual  state  of  prosperity  of  the  Hussiun  pettsantrj  is  still 
very  low.  The  majority  of  them  save  nothing ;  they  live  from 
chiy  to  day  supptying  the  Trunts  of  their  families,  and  eDdeaToor- 
ing  to  p!iy  the  heavj'  taxes  imposed  upon  (hem  by  the  produce  of 
their  allotments  of  Isnd,  which,  in  the  majority  of  oaMm,  M 
already  stated,  are  insufficient  for  the  purpose. 

They  generally  manage  to  oke  out  a  bare  subeistence  when  the 
liarvest  is  good,  but  when  that  fails,  they  are  thrown  into  a  state 
of  distress,  which  is  still  further  aggravutod  by  wont  of  work  for_ 
the  able-bodied  men. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  younger  men  of  the  villages 
8ont  off  to  distaDccs  in  order  to  find  work^  and  a  few 
beggars  on  the  high  road,  and  appcol  to  the  charity  of  the  more 
fortunate  inhabitants  of  villages,  whore  the  crops  may  not  have 
sufftTcd. 

Tho  Kuseion  peasant  is  kind-beartod,  and  reaily  to  givs  with  an 
open  hand  to  his  distrossod  brethren,  nor  is  he  unmindful  of  the 
{act  thut  the  charity  ho  bestows  on  such  occasions  it  may  ■mte 
day  bo  his  lot  to  solicit  for  himself. 

'With  regard  to  mendicity  amongst  the  urban  population 
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Ilussia,  it  must  be  repeated  Ibat  a  charaot eristic  feature  of  tho 
lai^  towns  of  Kussia,  and  the  remark  applies  particularly  to  St. 
Petersburg,  coDBists  in  the  faot  that  a  buiuII  proportioa  only  of 
their  inhabitants  have  a  fixed  residence  in  them. 

The  peasants  flock  to  the  towns  in  searoh  of  t*)raporary  omploy- 
uent,  leavinff  their  families  in  the  country,  but  rejoining  them 
after  a  fevr  months*  rcsidenco  in  the  towDiB. 

Certainly  one-hnlf  of  the  popululion  of  St.  Pctcroburg  in 
recrttitcd  from  the  adjoining  pro%'ince8,  the  amount  of  tlio  floating 
population  being  principally  determined  by  the  state  of  the  Labour 
market. 

^\Tien  the  harvest  In  bad  and  prorisionB  scarce  in  the  provinces 
the  peasants  flock  to  St.  Petersburg',  and  bo  groat  is  the  demand 
for  hiiiidi*  that  employment  is  generally  found  for  them  all. 

The  insalubrious  c!im;ite  of  St.  Petersburg,  however,  seriouftly 
aifiects  the  health  of  these  country  people,  who  consequently  die  iu 
conwderablo  numbers. 

Widows,  also  infant  children  of  soldiers,  and  subordiuate 
employes  further  add  to  the  list  of  poor,  which  is  agaia  untrmvutud 
t>y  that  cliics  of  confined  bepffars,  found  in  every  country,  who 
embrace  mendicity  ua  a  lucrative  source  of  living. 

All  these  eleiuentaof  paupcribm,  however,  are  not  great  when 
compared  to  the  large  p»pulrttion  of  the  city,  nor  are  they  diflicuU 
to  control,  thanks  to  the  tbreu  cIuksus  of  institutions  that  arc 
established  in  St.  Petersburg  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  its 
poor 

The  first  class  of  charitable  institution,  which  is  entirely  imder 
the  Government,  consists  of  a  committee  formed  for  the  classifica- 
tion and  rtHef  of  beggars. 

The  duties  of  the  committee  of  this  institution  consist  in  look- 
ing after  the  persons  charged  by  the  police  with  begging  and 
Tagrancy. 

The  number  of  such  persons  averaged  during  the  four  years  &om 
1868  to  1871  inclusive  from  2,300  to  3,700  annually. 

The  committee  chisaifies  the  beggars  into  three  categories, 
viz. : — 

1.  Those  incapacitated  by  bodily  iniirmity  from  working. 

2.  Those  who,  through  circumstances  over  which  they  exercised 
no  control,  may  have  fallen  into  distress,  but  are  still  capable  of 
working. 
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3.  Thooe  viho,  through  idleneM  and  bad  habite,  hare  taltn 
mendicity  as  a  profesuon. 

4.  Tbooe  who  recently  arrived  from  the  prorincce  bare  tenpc^ 
rsrily  failed  to  find  employment. 

The  committee  lod^u  tomporarily  beggars  of  the  first  categoir 
in  their  institutions,  and  later  establish  theoi  in  the  altnshoum 
which  exist  in  St.  Petersburg.  Persons  coming  under  the  mctai 
and  fourth  category  are  sent  back  to  their  natire  plaoee,  ireqiwntiy 
at  the  cost  of  the  committee,  or  else  are  recommended  for  suae 
Burt  of  employment  in  St.  Petersburg.  PeraDOS  of  the  thJrd 
category  are  sent  to  justices  of  the  peace.* 

In  Mwcotc,  begging  is  forbidden  by  the  law,  and  beggars  are 
prosecuted  and  punished  by  being  sent  to  their  own  communes  or 
to  the  wurkbouito ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  streets  of  Moscuv 
are  infested  with  beggars,  many  of  them  professional  cues.  Tbe 
police  not  being  very  vigilant,  and  tbe  Hussians,  Bspeoiallj  tU 
old  merchant  class,  being  very  much  addicted  to  giring  monejr 
beggars,  these  make  a  good  living  out  of  begging.t 

At  Otifuxa,  the  law  respecting  Yugnincy  and  begging  is 
imperfectly  unforced,  uud,  generally  speaking,  only  when 
attention  of  tbe  police  is  particularly  directed  to  oiiy  individiul 
case.  Beggars  are,  or  should  be,  punished  by  short  imprison* 
mcnt. 

Vagrants  in  poverty,  and  when  atrangers  and  without  poseporti, 
may  bo  sent  hack  to  their  respective  countries  at  the  charge  of  iIh 
State.  J 

In  J^'nland,  vagrants  and  beggars  ore  arrested  by  the  polioe  ai 
delivered  over  to  the  poor  law  administration  if  they  bdoDg  to 
the  district  in  which  they  are  apprchonded. 

Should  they,  however,  belong  to  another  district  thoy  ore  Beat 
there  at  the  expense  of  the  community  of  that  district.^ 

At  Retvi,  tramps  and  vagahonds,  if  they  belong  to  a 
community  (parish),  are  returned  to  it  by  means  of  a  com| 


pass. 


In  Folatnt,  there  are  no  restrictions  on  professional  mendicancy  jg 


•  Report  bv  Fninm  Ckrc  Ford,  1872. 
+  Report  (}fF.  JJ.  Roljtrl*,  IH73. 
IBepurt  l.y  K.  E.  ALIhiI,  1871. 
4  Report  of  Wm.  C«nipl>i.-ll,  1871. 
II  Report  of  Eueuiw  tie  Soncaiiton,  I87L 


AND  BEGOABS  ANB  DEOOIXO. 


AfitI 


and,  owing  to  the  Slav  Buperstition  that  it  is  unlucky  to  refuse 
tlio  applicution  of  a  bcggur,  the  profeuiunal  moDdicaut  makes  a 
pro8paruu»  o&reer.  * 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Portuguese  legislation  is  cot  lesa  aolicitous  with  regard  to 
tho  misfortunes  which  attend  manhood  than  with  those  which 
accompany  iafailoy.  The  Administrative  Code,  with  the  object  of 
repressing  mendicity,  confers  upon  the  parochial  hoards  tho 
function  of  commttlees  of  charitable  relief,  and  imposes  upon 
them  the  duty  of  taking  tho  census  of  the  poor  in  their  respectivo 
parishes,  and  of  promoting,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
regulations  and  with  the  instructions  of  the  GoTornmont,  tho 
extinction  of  mendicity.  In  furtherance  of  these  provisions  tho 
penal  law  looks  upon  mendicants  as  vagrants,  and  punishes  thein 
with  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  montbs,t 

Mr.  Flwtwood  Sandemaa  says  on  this  subject,  "  My  own  impres- 
sion about  beggars  and  begging  in  Portitfjai  is  that  the  syatom  is 
euoonrogod  by  Portuguese  sentiment  instead  of  being  grappled 
ivith  by  the  law  and  met  by  charitable  institutions ;  conae- 
quontly,  a  maimed  beggar's  snccess  in  the  receipt  of  alms  is,  on 
the  whole,  proportionate  with  the  influence  prevailing  upon  that 
sentiment  by  the  niiture  of  the  maim.  The  roadside  horrors  in 
tho  shape  of  maimed  beggars  exposed  to  view  throughout  Portugal 
form  a  feature  peculiar  to  that  country  as  compared  with  any 
other  so-called  civilised  State.  As  you  are  aware,  I  have  travelled 
in  most  countries  of  the  world,  and  I  may  say  that  taking  the 
worst  of  them,  say  China  {J<ipan  formerly,  now  much  improved), 
more  horrors  of  the  kind  may  be  daily  observed  in.  Portugal  than 
in  the  others ! " 


BUCHAREST. 


I 

■      In     Bucharest     there     ar>e    some    mendicants,     whom     the 

H  police    occiudoually  drive   into  tho   charitable  institutions,    from 

H  which  they  rapidly  escape  to  renew  their  professional   labours. 

Thej  are  rather   favourites  with  the  g(.'Utirul   public,  as   in  all 

DiienUl  countries ;  and  ulthough  the  nationalities  on  the  banks  of 

•  Report  bjf  Lt-Col.  Mfltiitftelil,  1871 
t  Report  ol  A.  K.  Sampaio,  1672. 
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the  Lower  Danube  may  think  thoy  ore  not  OriouUls,  the  rronticr 
of  we«tora  uivilisatioQ,  for  good  or  fur  evil,  ia  Viemui.* 

TVBKEY.t 

In  Turkey  «uoh  organisntion  an  exists  for  the  relief  of  tlie 
poor  18  left  mainly  to  the  mosques  and  churches.  There  eTti»t, 
however,  a  Dorcas  Society  and  "  Societies  de  Bienfaisance,"  which 
are  managed  by  foreipners  and  dietribut*  ohHrity  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  Knglish  ladies  in  the  fir^t  case,  and  io  \hf> 
latter  of  sisters  belonging  to  the  Roman  CathoLic  orders. 
both  cases  the  charity  is  given  without  regard  to  religious  be! 
or  race. 

Throughout  Turkey  there  are  a  large  number  of  profeseiioDal 
beggum.     Tbu  begging  dervishes  with   luug  hair,  and    usually 
carrj'iiig  a  buttto-axe  or  a  spear  as  well  us  u  buwl  for  the  coUectiua 
of  alms,  are  fouud  all  over  Turkt-y,  and  are  of  course  Mussulmans. 
They  bear  a  bud  reputation  aud  are  believed  to  be  mendicants  or 
thieves  as  occoiiion  serves,     lliey  are  not  to  be  confounded  w 
the   ordiniiry    dervishes,  who  are   pietists  of  industrious  livi 
Besides  these,  in  hU  the  great  cities  there  are  men  and  wu 
whose  profession  is  mendicancy.     They  belong  to  all  the  naiii 
alities  of  the  empire,  and  so  far  as  I  can  judge  their  nam 
compared  with  tbe  total  of  beggars  correspond  to  the  proportion 
of  their  nationality  to  that  of  the  empire.  ^j 

Tboy  arc  in  many  instances  well  off.  For  years  I  was  flceptioi^| 
of  the  siatcmcnt  niado  in  Constantinople  that  many  of  tben^^ 
possess  houses  of  their  own  and  lend  out  money;  but  so 
instances  with  names  and  details  have  boon  gi%-en  that  I 
now  no  doubt  that  the  assertion  is  well  founded. 

The  ideas  of  the  people  of  Turkey  in  regard  to  almsgiving  aro 
peculiar.  Many,  no  doubt,  give  from  charitable  motives,  and 
rich  and  poor  r»lievo  beggars  frequently.  But  there  is  a  lar(,'« 
amount  of  giving  in  order  io  bring  good  luck.  If  a  speculntiuD 
is  about  to  be  made,  a  law-suit  to  be  entered  on,  a  new  uudcrtak* 
ing  to  be  commenced,  alms  are  given  freely,  and  above  all  an 
widely  spread.  Ten  paras,  or  a  halfpenny,  to  four  persons  is 
more  likely  to  bring  luck  than  u  piastre,  or  twopence,  to  one  man. 

•   Re[»ortof  J,  Oreeii,  1871. 

t  Tha  whole  uf  thu  ttceount  of  Toritey  is  duo  to  the  kindnocsof  Dr.  Kdi 
I*4nnt  (LL-D.)  of  t.'aii»latitiiiople. 
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Many  Greek  merchttnts  give  a  regular  dole  to  clients,  who  attend 
larly  to  receive  it.     Slost  of  the  alnisgiviiig  is  indiftcriminate, 

Cud  the  idea  appejira  never  to  have  dawned  upon  any  of  the  givt'^ra 
that  H  10  do^iinble  to  put  an  end  to  profesaiuual  b«gging.  Tbo 
of  the  profession  of  the  mendicant  is  regarded  an  legiti- 
I  lu  any  other,  and  no  eSorta  are  rnndu  in  any  portion  of  tbo 
empire  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

In  the  capital  and  other  large  towns  numbers  of  men  »nd 
women  beg  everywhere.  On  the  bridge  of  OonittHatiiiopleinay  be 
•eea  any  day  men  and  women  with  broken  arms  or  legs,  with 
wounds  and  aores  and  deformities,  which  are  wilfully  exposed  and 
thrust  before  passengers  as  advertisementB  of  their  condition. 
Many  of  these  wounds  and  deformities  are  said  to  be  artitioially 
caused.  No  civilised  country  would  tolerate  for  a  week  tlic 
horrible  exposures  which  the  beggars  aro  allowed  to  make.  !Mnd- 
Tnen»  or  people  who  feign  to  bo  mad,  form  a  constant  clomcnt 
among  the  population  of  the  empire.  The  Moslem  notion  tb.it 
they  ore  the  (avoured  of  heaven  leads  to  their  toleration  in  all 
kinds  of  vagaries.  One  of  these  fellows  went  for  years  Btork- 
naked  about  the  streets,  and,  whether  mod  or  not,  found  out  that 
by  going  into  European  shops  where  Indies  were  present  he 
generally  managed  to  get  a  bribe  to  be  off.  An  English  shop- 
keeper three  or  four  yeor»  ago  detorraintKl  not  to  he  fleeced  any 
more,  and  having  an'angrd  thiit  his  neighbouring  shopkeepers 
should  come  at  a  signal,  ho  and  they  on  hia  next  visit  instead  of 
paying  him  gave  him  a  good  thrashing  with  yard  measures.  Since 
then  he  has  not  troubled  the  European  quarter  of  the  city. 
Others,  however,  who  feign  madness  go  about  crying  aloud. 
Messing  those  who  give  and  cursing  those  who  refuse  to  their 
heart's  content. 

[  In  front  of  every  mosque  and  of  every  church  there  are  always 
to  he  found  a  number  of  beggars.  The  pious  Moslem  and  the 
pious  members  of  the  Eastern  Churches  agree  that  beggars  ure  a 
necessary  factor  in  the  community,  and  the  idea  appears  never  to 
have  dawned  upon  either  that  mendicancy  may  be  regarded  us  a 
otimo. 

Cliarity  forms  one  of  the  fivo  pillars  of  MahonietatiiHm.  Among 
the  Uoslems  the  word  is  understood  to  menu  almngiving.  Hcneo 
Ihrtmghout  Turkey  there  fixists  among  the  Mussulmans  u  large 
amount  of  muro  or  less  syKtemutic  charity.     The  construction  and 
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eadowment  of  fonntains  is  one  of  the  commonest  and  least  objcc- 
tionablo  forms.  The  scarcity  of  water  in  summer  and  iu  <rftai 
Tory  high  price  mukea  this  form  one  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
community.  Property  has  been  devoted  to  the  dt»tnbatioa  of 
broad  among  the  poor.  A  rough  attempt  has  been  made  to 
organise  the  latter  form  of  charity  in  connection  with  the  Imarvta. 
These  are  offices  which  arc  supported  by  undowmenta  or  the  gifU 
of  living  persons.  In  the  districts  where  Jmarets  ore  established 
they  are  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  real  property  which  is  forteited 
for  the  vant  of  heir»,  and  this  of  itaelf  coustitutes  a  considerable 
item,  since  while  according  to  Turkish  law  all  persons.  Christian 
or  Moslem,  native  subject  or  foreigner,  can  hold  land,  the  aune 
law  provides  that  the  unbeliever,  that  is  the  non-Moslem,  of  one 
nationality  cannot  succeed  to  the  proper^  of  a  person  belonging 
to  another. 

The  udministration  of  the  Iraareta  belongs  to  the  department 
of  the  Evouf.  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
sections  of  the  Turkish  Qovemment.  The  Evcaf  collecti)  the 
revenues  of  an  enormous  number  of  properties  in  the  capital  and 
throughout  the  country  and  divides  them  among  the  districts  of 
the  Imarets.  The  functions  of  the  Evcaf  may  be  gathered  from 
the  fact  that  in  Constnniinoplo  it  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  depart- 
ment of  Pions  Foundotions. 

A  poor  Turk,  in  order  to  get  provisions  from  one  of  the* 
Imarots,  must  present  to  the  Evcaf  a  certificate  from  the  Imam  of 
his  quarter  declaring  that  ho  is  destitute,  npon  which  the  Evcaf 
delivers  to  him  a  tickt^t  in  order  that  he  may  obtain  relief. 

All  this  Rounds  bettor  than  tho  facts  justify.  The  Imartte 
give  countenance  to  or  create  a  Inrge  amount  of  meudicuucv. 
Turkish  beggars  are  everywhere  seen,  and  probably  every  Turlt 
Would  believe  it  to  be  a  sin  to  forbid  a  man,  woman,  or  child  lo 
beg.  The  poor  are  allowed  to  6nd  shelter  in  the  out-honseti  of 
the  mosqueA.  There  is  nothing  which  corresponds  to  a  work- 
house, no  provision  for  the  vagrant,  and  in  spite  of  tlie  Kvotf 
there  exists  a  terrible  amount  of  unrelieved  poverty  tbn>ughoul 
Turkey. 

Indindual  Turks  exist,  possibly  in  oonsidcrablo  numbers,  who 
spend  time  and  money  in  relieving  diati-icte,  but  very  little  is  donv 
by  the  Kvcaf.  It  is  believed,  like  other  dcpartmenttt  in  Turkey, 
to  be  thoroughly  corrupt.     Voluntary  orgaoisatiuns,  either  for  the 
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.eeiatiliehment  of  boepUale  or  for  aiding  the  pour  io  other  ways,  ard 
ukuowD  among  the  Turks, 

Anioug  ttiu  Cbriatian  subjects  of  tbo  Sultan  tbereisnoebiboratd 
DrgODiBation  liko  that  of  tbe  Evcaf,  uiuorig  tbu  rayabs,  and  of 
Course  uu  asHitttanco  from  Govcrnrucut  for  tbe  relief  uf  the  poor. 
But  a  gtiml  {luiil  is  duuo  by  voluntary  uiid  combint^d  efTurts.  In 
both  the  Ortboilox  and  the  A  riueuiau  CburuhoB  this  duty,  so  far  as 
it  is  organised,  ceiitros  in  tbc  cbui-clieH. 

The  cburcbea  of  each  quarli^r  take  chargu  of  its  destitute  people. 

Each  church  makes  a  Bpecinl  vollectiun  every  day  for  tbe 
rapport  of  the  poor.  Speciul  (loimtiuiis  are  made  to  cburcbes  for 
this  object,  and  endowments  have  been  left  which  are  ndminiatcred 
^7  the  church.  Each  quarter  elcots  members  to  form  a  special 
council  for  tbe  admin iatratinn  of  the  funds  belonging  to  iu 
district^.  According  to  tbe  decision  of  this  council  tbe  poor  arc 
inppliod  with  food,  fuel,  &c.,  and  occasionally  with  money. 
Poor  children  are  cdui:ated  at  its  expense.  Somo  rich  quarters 
have  local  hospitols  for  the  sick,  and  in  nearly  all  tbe  quarters 
medicine  is  supplied  to  tbe  poor  at  tbe  expense  of  the  council. 

Voluntary  societies,  usually  managed  by  ladies  who  collect 
money  and  superintend  its  distribution,  exist  in  all  tbo  large 
towns,  and  undoubtedly  prevent  a  good  deal  of  misery,  while  this 
persoDoI  supervision  is  especially  valuable  ia  preventing  waste 
ind  defeating  imposture. 

The  Armenians  have  a  very  large  hospital  at  tbo  Seven  Towers 
in  Constantinople,  together  with  a  lunatic  asylum  attached  to 
it.  Both  these  institutioas  are  supported  by  voluntary  contri- 
butioDa. 

The  Greeks,  bendea  these  organisations  in  connection  with  tbe 
Church,  have  developed  a  large  amount  of  zeal  in  the  direoticm  of 
chsriUible  relief.  Tboy  too  have  their  hospitals  and  ladies  of 
IwnevoleDt  sucictiee.  liut  their  chief  charities  are  dlrt'cted  t-owards 
schools.     The  amount  given  for  this  purpose  is  remarkable. 

A  Hr.  Zappa,  for  example,  bos' recently  built  a  girls'  school  for 
the  middle  classes  in  Constantinnplo,  which  cannot  have  cost  him 
less  than  i;yi),000.  Poor  girls  are  received  gratis  and  mix  with 
those  who  pay  in  a  really  charitable  way.  A  great  number  of 
bmilar  schools,  only  inferior  in  »izc,  are  found  in  Turkey,  and 
owe  their  existence  and  support  to  the  charity  of  wealthy  Greeks. 
The    late    George    Zarifi,    of    Constantinople,  expended    many 
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thoueancU  on  eJucalion.     Everyvrhera  the  Greeks  root^in 
Holtdarity  of  their  race  and  no  mouejr  u  begrudged  for  eduoatia 
purposes. 

Among  the  ChristianB,  however,  medicancy  is  quite  as  preralent 
as  among  tbe  Turks,  and  ut  any  church  door,  cripples,  wotun 
with  iiifunts,  and  other  beggars  implore  aid  from  the  worshippm. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  iurge  amount  of  almsgiving'  which 
receive  is  due  to  the  Ifelief  that  almsgiviDg  is  itself  a  Tirtue  («] 
duly  credited    to    the    donor,  independent  of  all   considemt 
whether  the  donee  i»  a  fit  person  to  be  benefited  or  whether  t&e 
gift  will  do  harm  or  good. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Koran*  embody  the  injair- 
tioDB  regarding  almegiving: — 

"To  htm  who  is  of  kin  to  thee,  then  give  his  duo,  and  to  iLr 
poor,  and  the  wayfarer:  tlus  is  heet  for  those  who  seek  tbe  fius 
of  God  J  and  with  thera  it  shall  bo  wcU." — Stira  xxs-  r,  JtH, 

"They  will  ask  theo  what  thoy  shall  bestow  in  alms.    8iT! 
Let  tbe  good  which  ye  bestow  be  for  parents,  and  kindred,  so 
orpbans.and  tho  pmr,  and  the  wayfarer ;  and  whatever  good  ys' 
do,  of  a  truth  God  knoweth  it." — Sura  ii.  p.  dll. 

"  Fear  God  then  with  all  yonr  might,  and  hear  and  obey:  aiiJ 
expend  in  alm«  for  your  soul's  weal ;  for  who!0  is  saved  frocD  kit 
own  greed,  these  shall  prosper."— S'wm  Isciv.  r.  lU. 

**  If  ye  lend  God  a  generous  loan.  He  will  double  it  to  yoo.  «ui 
will  forgive  you,  for  God  is  Grutoful,  kind." — Snra  Ijuv.  r.  1".     fl 

"  O  ye  who  believe  I  when  ye  go  to  confer  in  private  with  the™ 
Apostle,  give  alms  beforo  your  private  conference.     Better  will 
this  be  for  you,  and  more  pure.     But  if  ye  fiud  not  tht  mtmt, 
then  truly  God  is  Lenient,  Merciful." 

"Do  ye  htWtiite  to  give  abns  previously  to  your  private ooo- 
ferenceP    Then  if  ye  do  it  not  (and  God  will  excuse  it  in  jou),j 
at  least  observe  prayer,  and  pay  the  stated  impost,  and  obey  God 
and  his  Apoetl©  :  and  God  is  cognizant  of  your  actions." — Siro 
Iviii.  V.  Vi,  14. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  sapngs  of  Mahomet  on  th*^ 
subject  of  almsgiving,  as  they  occur  in  the  Traditions: — "Tli«B 
upper  hand  is  better  than  ihe  lower  one.     Tho  upper  hand  is  tU 
giver  of  ftlnis,  and  the  lower  hand  is  the  poor  b^gar."    "Tbe 
be!>t  of  iilme  are  those  given  by  a  man  of  small  means,  who  giTct 
*  Tmn&laleil  by  the  Ilcv.  J.  M.  Itodwcll.     Secuhd  ivtition.     IdTOL 


AND  BEGOARS  AND  BEGGING. 


575 


of  that  which  he  haa  earned  by  labour,  ani^  gives  as  much  as 
he  U  able."  "  Begin  by  giving  alms  to  your  own  relatives," 
"  Doiog  justice  between  two  people  is  alius;  assisting  a  man  on 
hie  beast  is  alms  ;  good  words  aro  alms."  "  A  camel  lent  out  for 
milk  is  alms;  a  cap  of  milk  every  morning  and  evening  is  alms." 
"  Your  smiling  in  your  brother's  fuce  is  alms ;  assitsting  tho  blind 
is  alms."  God  sayR,  "  Be  thou  Liberal,  thou  child  of  Adam,  that 
I  may  be  liberal  to  thoc." 

Bbgoing. — It  ie  not  lawful  for  any  person  poasoBsing  nufTicient 
food  for  a  day  and  night  to  bog,  and  it  is  related  that  tho  Prophet 
said :  "  Acts  of  begging  are  scratcht-'S  and  wounds  with  which  a 
man  wounds  his  own  face."  "  It  is  better  for  a  man  to  take  a 
rope  and  bring  in  a  bundle  of  sticlts  to  sell  than  tj>  beg."     "A 

;  man  who  cnntinuea  to  beg  will  appear  in  the  Day  of  Judgment 

'^tiiout  any  Qetih  on  his  fuce." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

EXTRAOTS    FROM     VARIOPH    WRITERS    ILLUSTRATINO 
HABITS  AND   IMP03TURK3  OF  THE  VAGRANT  AND 

UAH,  13t>3— 1507. 


THE 
BEO- 


CUACCEB,  The  BegiiinK  Priar  and  tlie  Pardfm«r  (1383)— FoxE,  The  BUnd 
Iinpostor  (nrca.  14^3— ;t5)— LrnoATE.  The  FooUxh  PftimUt«s  Bcmu  (drot 
1430)— Skeltok  and  the  Beggar  (circit  HtH))—SAitCKL  RowuJtDs,  The 
Rtmnigatc  Race,  «  History  of  RopuM,  from  14&0  lo  1534 — Alexjindee 
Babolat,  Of  Foolish  Bf^Bi«  and  tlieir  Vaniti«5e  (1506)— Dukbab,  The 
Ex««Ba  of  Beg)tar*  (l&n9)— Hesrt  Watmon,  Of  Beftftara  and  their  Vanitiu 
<1S1T^—Ja1CKsY.  of  Scotland,  Uic  Onbtfrlunyiu  Man  (nrva  lb3ll) — 10>— 
Sir  Uatiu  Ltnorat,  The  Pnrdoner  (circa  lft39)— A  B^Qcing  I^lt«  io 
IMS — ^Hntiii  Lattmer,  On  YuUnul  BegKUn  (15A8) — Tb«  Fraii-rniiv  at 
VngiilwudM  (I.%61)— TuoUAS  Uakma:«,  a  Careait  or  Wuniiig  f ur  Coounoa 
Cunetora  (lMi7). 

Tub  BEioaiSG  Fbum  akd  the  Pabdokgr. 

CArea  1383. 

Prom  the  "  Canterbuiy  TsIm,"  by  Geoffmy  Chancer. 

A  Frere  ■  thci  wu,  a  wanton  and  a  tneey, 
A  Limitour,*  a  fal  »olempne  man  .  .  . 
Tiivrlo  he  PUvnK  nns  asa  champioiio, 
Ami  kiu'ur  ive]  the  tiivernea  in  every  toun. 
And  evury  liuGtcler'  and  say  tapetcra** 
Bi-lter  Liuiii  a  laxar*  or  a  iJcgKCtc, 
Fur  untu  Bwichn  a  worthy  nian  as  ha 
Ai.Tordr.-lh  ii'iught,  at  hy  htj'  fimulLe, 
To  haven  with  sike  loEnrs  nrqiiaintanca. 
It  it  not  houwt,  it  may  not  avanw, 
As  for  tn  Helen  with  no  awiche  pouTaille,* 
But  all  with  richt- ,  und  eellen  ol  rifoiUc-^ 
And  over  all,  thcr  a*  pmAt  khiild  arise, 
Cartels  he  was,  and  lowly  of  Mtrise. 
Ther  D'aii  no  man  nowhcr  so  v«rtiiuaa. 
Ue  w«  the  b«Bte  be^r<i  in  all  his  bona : 
Anil  gav«  ft  ocnaJn«  fcniit  *'  (or  the  gtanc. 


'  Friar. 

>  lun-kecpef. 


•  A  friar  liceu««I  to  bep  within  a  eertain  rliftbicL 
*  A  wvtnan  who  hu»  thi;  uaru  of  a  tau  in  ft  public-kuOK. 
•  Leper.  '  Foor  peojile.  *  Victu^ 

'  In  tho  Vuion  ttf  Pftra  I'loH^tnan,  Pride  confeaMa  that  "none  wa*  » 
sturdy  a  beggar  a«  myinlf ;  uou«  ao  bold  iu  taviiixiu  or  Itncta  to  at&nu  liv 
truth  what  Wild  ttbvor  tiiuught  of."  '  Kanii. 
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Nniie  if  t)i«  )ir(;CliiMvij  caiiit  in  iiin  hxttnt. 

For  though  a  witlcwc  hrKlilc  hul  a  flhwi,' 

tiiii  pli>4Rnl  wu  lii*  I n  jirinriyiii)  * 

V'pt  wniil  he  liAv«  a  tcrlhiuR  or  he  venL  .  .  . 

With  him'  th«r  rude  a  tli-'ntil  Pabdoksju, 

Of  Koimi'^vitll,*  hi*  freiid  aiid  hiH  laimpen!' 

Tluit  HtreiL  waa  cuMiyn  from  tlic  court  of  Rome  .  .  , 

Hi*  u'lLlU-t  Iny  Ix'forrii-  liiiii  in  hiH  Iiipjw^ 

Bret-fnl '  of  panloii  come  from  Rome  al  linie  .  .  , 

But  of  his  craft,  fni  Birwike  uiit"  Whit, 

Nc  wiw  ihei  Bwiche '  lui  other  pardnneru. 

For  in  his  insle*  tic  bivhie  n  nilw^hi-wr.* 

Which,  a*  lie  mi'lc.  was  mirc  laiiips  vpil  : 

He  saide,  he  httdde  a  K^hln't  "'  ol'  ihe  neyl  " 

ThAtt«  Kointv  Pcur  hint,  wliai)  that  he  WAttt 

Upon  the  tee,  till  Jwu  Ciist  him  hent," 

He  tiad  a  croia  of  latou  "  t\\\  of  »l/>ne», 

And  in  s  gloa  he  baddc  pijiK^a  b(ino&. 

But  with  these  rehkej«,  whaiiii«  thiil  he  fond 

A  poure  iivrHoti  dwelling  up  un  lond. 

Upon  a  di»y  he  ^t  him  iiioiif  moneie 

Tiinn  that  thu  purHoiie  ^il  tti  moiiethes  Iwele." 

And  thii*  with  raiiieil  Hittu-rin^  and  japeB," 

Ho  made  Lhe  penone,"  and  the  peplu,  ]u«  ap«fl. 

The  TlLiwn  Impobtob. 

Circa   1430— 3S. 

FTiym"l}i«  A eU*nvd  Monnjitftit*  of  mnltL-n  mnat  ipeciall  And  inOmonililf, 
•usg  in  the  Chnrcli,  vritlt  an  VnJnersall  history  of  the  same,"  by  JcKn 
J  USB  (4th  edition),  commonly  called  Fox's  Hook  of  Marlym. 
Tn  I  "DiftlopTic  i-nnccnijTif^  hcn»y w  "  Sir  Thttnui*  Miirt.  relnten  haviiiR  hwrd 
htfl  father  l«ll  thp  ('dlowiiia  storr,  and  it  fiinires  in  the  Firet  part  of  the  Von- 
iaUiov  bUwixt  the  firo  /amoiu  hoiuei  of  Ytvrlu:  and  Lanrfuf^r  {1A94),  which 
Skak^ftn  Bibeeqnently  ci/iivi-rted  into  the  Second  jjart  of  Kimj  lltnnf  VI.,  and 
In  whieh  the  name  of  HirajKot  is  giren  to  the  impoBtor. 

Id  the  ynng  dnyea  of  thin  Kln^  Henry  the  nint,  beyii};  yet  nnderthe  i;nnem' 
I  of  thi»  duke  Humfrey,  hi»  pml^'ctor,  there  cnme  ti>  K.  Alhones  h  certHvne 
_,  .„  '•■yth  hi»  wif?,  (nid  wftj»  wftlking  there  libout  )••  towne,  lte««inK  fine  or 
^iu  dajrw  before  the  Kijiges  coniminK  tliether,  saving,  yt  he  was  borne  blind, 
■iul  aeatf  aaw  in  his  lyfo,  &  -nas  « tirneil  in  hy»  dr^mo,  that  he  flhuld  irome 
o«t  of  Bonvik,  where  he  eayd  he  hod  euer  dwelled,  to  iieek  S.  Albnn,  and  that 
he  had  b«iic  at  hU  shrine,  and  had  not  bene  hDl|>en,  and  therefore  he  would  go 
aait  Mek  bin)  Bt  vome  otlior  place  :  for  ho  hat|  hoard  some  say,  i>ine«  he  cnme, 
that  &  Albones  body  ahoulde  be  al  Colon,  and  in  deidc  Mii^hc  a  conUntion  halh 
Uicn  bMi8.  Bat  of  tjuiti,  o*  I  am  euruly  iafonnuil,  he  lyoth  here,  at  S.  Albanu, 

*  Nou^l  hut  one  shoe. 

*  in  principio  emt  wirbum,  the  beginning  nf  St.  John'a  Cnepel,  wliich  the 
priest  «ras  directed  to  rvnd. 

*  i,e.  with  the  8onipnour. 

*  BeneeBvaU*»  in  Spain,  celebrated  aa  a  Ranctuarv.       *  Ooseip  or  near  friend. 

*  Brimfol.  '  Stn-h,  ^  A  trank  or  portmanteAU. 

*  A  pillow  corer.  »  Morael  "  Sail  "  Took. 
"  A  kind  of  mixed  metal  of  the  colour  of  hraMi  "  Two. 
"  Trivks.                                                  '"  Pareon, 

P  I' 
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pauint;  wriv  R<^1i<)ti«f  of  liim,  wliirhc  they  tlien?  ohow  sliryiipd.  Bn' 
you  ftHirlh,  wljen  tli<-  Kiii^i  wan  coinen,  n.ii(l  the  tOMiitf  full.Mxliiiiilv  tli: 
mitn  at  &.  Albonea  fihrinc  tinil  hys  nt>hi  sgaynv.  Anil  a  miracle  eotpmntT  niu.\, 
•nil  "Te  Dmim'' «oii(t,i»o  tlial  notliiii);  wiu)  talked  of  in  ai  tb«  tounr.Vuliiiii 
miracle.  So  liappcncd  it  then,  that  duke  Hutnftejr  of  Glocortcr,  n  nuin  iki  Is 
wi»e,  then  aLtu  wvll  Iranivd,  liariuggrMt  K)V«  to  am  aochfl  a  mlnclc,  itlM 
the  poore  nmii  vnto  Uini,  and  firvt,  shewin];  LimMKe  ioyonx  of  Ooda  Rinrr,** 
nhawod  in  the  geltinK  of  hie  l^i^')ll.  amt  vxhorttng  blm  to  nieekniee,  atn  to  i» 
Mrrihini;!  of  any  jwrt  of  J*  wonJiip  to  himiwlf,  nor  Ut  he.  pnmil  of  the  peoflrt 
prayse,  u'likb  vri>uld  call  hiui  a  ^A  &  umllv  man  therltr,  at  1a«t,  be  Imkoi 
w«l]  umiii  liJM  I'viitf,  hikI  a*kr(l  liiiii  n  l)etlt£r  tie  cr>iil<)  w^  notliing  at  al,  in  ku 
life  beVore.  And  whan  aa  well  bis  wifu,  sa  himoelfe  aftirmt-il  fa«tly  Do^tlM 
bse  look«<l  airliiiiw4lly  tipi^n  hi»  vvrn  a^^iuims  «n<l  iiayd  :  I  Wlene  yon  vtrj  «4 
for  me  tbinkeCb  ye  cuinot  aee  well  veL  Ven,  a^T,  qun>l  tie,  1  thank«  Qodud 
bytt  holy  mnrlrr,  I  can  sco  now  ■»  wpll  na  anr  man  Y«h  can  (tiuoaj  y*  dob) 
wliat  colour  if  my  gowne :  Then  annn  tho  logger  totde  him.  What  «lw 
(q^noth  be)  is  tbi«  mans  (jowne  :  Uv  tolcl  bim  also,  and  m  fotih  viUmt  P9 
Ktiokiiit;,  ha  tokl  him  the  nnmeH  of  all  ye  rcilonrx  that  couM  be  dwTcd  h&L 
And  wuen  the  duke  saw  that,  heba<]  him  Walke,  traytoiu,  anil  made  hint  to  ka 
Mt  opcnty  in  th'^  tit<ickc«  :  fnr  tliough  ho  i?ould  hauc  iwcne  aodenly,  by  mintlt. 
the  difTerence  Wtwene  iliuen  culoursi,  yet  could  be  not, by  the  sight, n aodwilj 
tell  the  ntuuM  of  nl  these  couluunt,  ex«rpl  he  hod  known  them  biefore,  no  w* 
then  the  iiiuiic*  of  all  tjie  men,  that  he  eiiuld  sudaynly  aec. 

The  FooLtsn  PBtftnLisa  BKoaAit. 

Cirta  1430. 

FroTn  thp  "  OrdoT  of  FooU,"  "  A  tde  of  ThreMot*  Fol.n  and  Th»,"  br  Ita 
Julin  Lyilgata 

Ainonne  at  fooIi«  that  foole  a  most  culpable, 
That  in  coived  iind  bathe  thereof  deynti  ;  * 
A  poore  begger,  to  be  Teng(Ahl« 

Withe  pun  penylea,  may  never  the.* 

Thi  BaooAa's  Anbvbb  to  tob  Poct  Skbltom. 
Circa  149a 

Ftam  the  Poetical  Work*  of  John  Saitm,  edited  by  the  Aw.  Aiaui' 
Dtt$. 

Tata,  and  tpiUit  an«itvre«,  very  nerj,  and  fltfuamt  to  rNb,  priotod  by  TboBtf 
Bertlitlct,  1567. 

Of  the  beggere  answere  to  M.  Skelioo,  the  poete.* 

A  jwwnt  bcgger,  that  wr«  foule,  blaeke,  and  lothlye  to  Whuldr,  com  vpoo  ■ 
tyme  mto  may»tcr  Skclion  the  poet«,  and  aakad  hint  hi«  almea.  To  wboo 
innyatar  Skelton  layde.  I  pmvft  thegutte  the  awaye  &d  me,  for  tboa  lokeitt  m 
though  then  camrat  out  ol'  helle.  The  poure  man,  poroeyning  he  wolde  grn* 
hiiu  no  thynge,  aiiswerd,  For  ftolh,  syr,  ye  cay  irouth  i  I  came  oato  o(  hcUe 


»  Kiftdain.  *  Thriv*. 

'  Tbia  tale  Ib  also  told  in  "  Paaquil'a  loets,"  mixed  with  "  Ifotber  Buoc^ 
M^rrimAnU,"  1004,  an  "  A  poore  b(«^gen  answer  to  a  neb  CitizAn,"  and  a 
'•  Thia  Flesaaut  Cunraitoa  of  old  Xlabam  Uu  Men;  LoiLdouet,"  1W7.  m"A 
Br^rr*  itiHipew  to  MiiiHtr  Jlabton." 
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'iyddntH  tb»i]  nat  biry  stvl  tbere  f  qiioi)  mavAtcr  Skelton.     Mnr>',  syr 
I  tn«  )wg8^i  tlivrr  !■  iir>  ruuiue  fiirsuclu.-  ])»uri.*  Iw^gvrB  as  I  uBi ;  nU  u  kepte 
ar  suclie  gvntyl  men  u  ye  be. 

A  HuTORT  or  Roaoix. 

U50— 1534. 

TVom  "Tlie  RvniiUf)<tU»  Aif*,  or  Ihw  Orik'iunll  of  the  RoKiment  tif  Rnguen, 
when  they  fimi  benau  tn  take  heftil,  ami  how  llipy  liane  Biu-cti-iinil  imp  Iha 

•  olher  auccMJucly  vnlill  about  tliu  HUiy  and  twi-iuicCh  yture  of  Kinii  Heniy  the 
tight, coliectwl  Dili  iifthi-  L.-^:en^i  i.f  |ji>.!<.-lf.." 
Coatoiuud  in  Martin  Mark-All,  Bcadli;  of  BriduweU,  by  S(amitel)  R(<npland*), 
London,  Hild. 

Jtfr.  Bdmmid  fJoax,  in  his  Memoir  nt  Samiul  RoMrtandj,  aavs,  "  Martin  \fark- 
ifU,)uacantri1)iih(vti  l«i  IttlO,  .  .  .  jtrof*^""-*  in  Ik*  mi  Iiixlorical  »ccnunt  pf  Ihp  ri"» 
and  prnfcrew  of  rngnrrr  np  to  the  rci^  crf  Henry  VIII.,  aa  rtntw)  tf>  the  Ilell- 
man  of  Londun  by  the  Deodle  of  Dridcwell,  It  lina  thiB  special  interest  lo 
mnddrn  stiidentji,  that  it  contAinH  a  very  rnrionB  flicliinnn.ry  of  .Anting  t^rms, 

fr*c«]inB  by  niupe  tbmn  half  u  century,  that  in  the  Emjliflt  Hottuf.  Moreover, 
uried  in  ft  gre«t  dud  of  trwh,  it  iudiKJCK  K>ml^  vulunble  bio^raphicul  note* 
kbout  famous  highwnymen  snU  thievei*  of  the  &ixt«Qnth  century.  It  in  eniirely 
in  prnao  except  eomc  queer  Ctip«y  aovgf^" ' 

At  what  time  King  Henry  the  rixt  of  famons  mwrnorie  hnns  rule  ouer  the 
Britanee,  there  vaa  one  ItAn  AtmiUii  (AlioA  Jwl:  VndA  an  Irinh  ninn.  l)int  nAiucil 
hiniMrlff*  by  the  name  of  lohn  Mortimrr,  couwn  to  the  Dwk*  of  Vorke,  »li£iv- 
opon  hee  gAtherinf;  together  a  great  CVinipnny  nut  of  Kent,  iuwnTi>il  and  por- 
twmded  them,  tb«t  the  enl.er]ini<i>  he  tookt  in  b«nd,  via,  botli  honounibk-  to 
Qod  and  the  King,  and  prvhlable  to  the  whole  Realmv :  tlie  Kentish  lueu 
moued  with  tbeee  per8wiuion«  and  other  fuire  proinises,  niarcbei]  to  blocke 
bath,  trbere  they  lay  for  a  montli  pillinj:  tb«  Conntrey  mund  about. 

■  Atthe  mnie  time, 'n-bich  Wiunbriiit  one  thniiKind  foure  hiindn:d  and  tiftie, 
two  vnmly  fellowea  (tlie  one  nanied  Jitnriifud^  the  other  Uwfh  HiAerh)  wliicli 
»i-re  lately  eome  o\ier  from  France,  who  had  lu-t-n  sonldicrs  vnder  the  Duke  of 
Homentet  and  the  Eaili;  of  Shrewsbury  in  the  winninj;  nnd  ]ooi>iut!  of  Con- 
Mancc,  Gay»onA,  Ronne  and  dinera  other  Cities  in  France  :  the  which  JiUtcbaird 
Jn  a  Commotion,  ghurtly  after  ku  eiunu  ouer,  beiu^:  iiinde  tlieir  Captninc.  Wfure 
he  had  attempted  anyt^inf;  at  nil.  whs  taken  and  executed  :  lint  lUhtrU  ki^ep. 
iog  in  Kent,  gulburvd  a  grukt  uumhtr  of  lUikuhulH  imd  VofcabuudH  tuticLber  to 
the  number  of  an  hundred  in  tlial  Cuuntrev,  tu  whom  likeuii>e  niAnlirrlirJum 
men  after  they  had  heard  of  his  fames  i^nic  (.-Inltorin^  on  he^ipea,  su  that  he 
\mA  in  a  Abort  opac*  to  the  miciibrr  uf  tiuu  hundi-nd  fidluwt^rw. 

Thcac  Btiirdie  Vagabonds  ioyniii^;  with  latkf  Mmdaii  in  ibia  rpbtllion, 
iRiirc)i  toward  London,  and  enter  Soiilhwnrkf,  mid  there  tiMlgnl  at  the  whit« 
Harte  for  a  night  or  two,  prnhihiiinf;  nl  from  Rape,  pobery  and  murder,  the 
more  to  oUure  tli«  lieartH  of  the  people  to  fauour  ni"  enteriiriw.*.  After,  they 
com^  into  London,  nnd  there  they  rday  Ht:t,  nnd  retume  Wke  into  South- 
watke  againe,  where  after  many  confliicU  betwijpne  tViuJu  and  tbo  Citizens,  the 
Kings  pordon  waa  proclaimed  :  at  which  hearing,  the  poore  people  were  »o 
glad,  and  M  ready  to  receiue  it.  that  without  bidding  farewell  to  their  Cap- 
Uine*.  withditw  thcniselvrs  ciiery  man  iowAr<)»  hi^  nwne  liome. 

loot  Mmdall  dc»pAirinf{  of  Mirrunre,  nnd  fenrin^  the  reward  of  his  lewd 
daatinga,  lied  away  into  the  woods  :  But   Proclamation  mode,  that  wboaoeuer 

*  This  ia  a  mistake,  the  confrs  are  not  in  th^  Gypsy  langnn^  hnt  tn  the 
bcf[jjus' cant  of  the  puiod.     See  pp.  601-2. 
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fnulil  lirJni*  Jarkf.  itltae  nr  deoil  to  tbc  Kiti»,  BhoiiM  haiie  n  th<n)nn<l  Duto 
fi>r  Ilia  [Huuv*,  wuc  tiAcr  «Uiii«  liy  u  KvnllvniAQ  in  Kvnl,  uiid  ao  brou^jht  b>  tki 
KitiR. 

But  Rf^mU  kept  hinuMlfo  in  tb«  woodt  cIomIv  s  long  tune  ailcr,  altboo)^ 
not  K-ith  «n  jjTOAt  a  cotntMuiv  m  h«  hnJ  before,  una  there  be  liaed  b;  nbliiig 
vid  spttylin^  in  tlie  night,  Ki^pinfC  tlietneclues  close  in  tX\  the  day.  Anl  Uw 
by  tb«  BpncQ  of  k  twcliie  nionetli,  they  piuwet]  their  tiiue  in  vilbuiy,  rahhtlg laA 
ipoyline  the  Countjy  people  of  their  noul^,  piont,  and  other  roatanuee, 
wherewith  they  Eust»ini-<t  lh*:inMlues  anii  their  familiM.  In  which  time  b(Ml 
doK'ne  \a,vn»  ami  oUrrUnneA  to  lie  kept  and  obMrued  unon^t  theu.  and  to  kMr 
them  in  avennd  fmahion,  who  are  prone  of  themselrea  to  Uu«  out  of  allnileiM 
frsbinn. 

1.  Pirrt  he  appointed  that  of  etieiy  ihinfi  that  tbey  got,  h«  had  Um  fiM 
takins  and  iMuing  of  the  host  thereof  at  hi«  plewiire. 

2.  That  if  any  of  their  fellowes  could  not  pnrchaM  any  rictuala  or  naMvi- 
Mk*  fur  foode  tlut  night,  tbat  then  they  ahola  bt  in  cotnona  with  ttie  rat  tk 
day  fuUoK-ing. 

3.  That  uo  robbery  or  violence  be*  \kA  vpon  any  man  within  loon  nnltf  i' 
the  wood,  or  the  placu  of  thbir  al>o«de. 

4.  Tha.t  nouc  lie  so  hanly,  lut  to  run  to  thfi  woixl  for  auccor  or  rcUcfe,  atW 
lie  hath  periHitratvd  anything,  lest  lliat  hugh  aud  crie  follow,  and  ao  diacne  \i* 
whole  coiuiHtiiy. 

Thua  afii-r  n  yearv  and  \'pwaRl  was  apont  by  tbam  in  this  sort,  they  bnk* 
vp  tlieir  Canipe,  an<l  PrucUtualion  wati  nuule,  to  m^fete  there  in  that  piaof 
emery  thn^e  yoares  for  a  mi'monaU,  if  they  ihen  Uued  :   In  the  moan*  tia^ 
they  «nren4l  thi^niKeluea  abrtutd  in  the  ('niintKy,  aonie  remaining  there,  othcif^ 
trairclftnK  Xorthwanl,  and  toyne  tlicmHelneH  with  the  Dnk«  of  Vorke,  tB^ 
({eiirmlly  in  itll  (.'iiinmi>li<<iiK  and  itW1U<iii«.     Thwo  in  ineiiHiry  of  their  f 
najiiiiintnn<:c  and  I'jin;  to  ihi-tt  nrw  found  Capbiini-,  callrtl  tlietiutelvea  by 
name  of  RahtrU-Anen  '  as  tlie  Heruunlf^  of  Hwjh  JifJjertg  their  Conuuaunder. 

Thl"!  Rnhtrlit  liui-d  rouin({  vp  &  down  thi-  countiy  fur  the  npncc-  of  l«i  T***"! 
in  which  timt)  he  kept  hi*  Court  daic«  aa  hitnselfe  listed,  and  in  which  tinl 
tiitn  came  to  him  diuera  new  fbUowttra,  and  aa  aonia  decayed  and  disd,  some 
hanged.  &  dead  of  the  jwxe  (for  to  that  end  they  all  come)  ao  othen  vuooMed 
in  (heir  places. 

In  the  flrtt  ircare  nf  Edipnrd  the  fourth,  this  lUherU  in  the  wuvm  apuiut 
Henry  the  sixt  in  tbe  North  partes  (who  waa  deposed)  was  there  slaine,  besidea 
aiS,776  pcrHOUiiill  EnKliflinien. 

Hereupon  presently  (their  lale  Captaine  nowdea>l)aU  that  were  led  atiue 
of  this  company,  fayo  thcmBelne«  to  their  wnnt^^l  nUc«  of  niijeting.  where, 
by  the  general!  assent,  they  chose  one  {Itttlnn  CmeJiiddU)  to  bee  IhMX  lio^ 
Itftdcr. 

Thia  ttnkin  Cawdidiilt  was  u  man  giucn  much  to  awenring,  dmnkennoae  nd 
lechery  :  he  waa  neucr  out  uf  England  aa  aoulditir  or  tntieller,  but  fnm  hk 
firrt  beginning  he  continued  a  wandrins  rogue,  he  was  atout  of  etoaudce, 
aadactouH  and  berce,  bee  was  kiiowne  to  all  the  dionned  crew  for  a  boone  eua- 
panioD,  andthervfure  choBua  as  iitt4»t  for  thuir  Coptaine:  bee  Ant  ottU^ied, 
that  iioiiK  were  an  hardy  aa  to  haue  the  vndooing  of  a  moid  wanderer,  or  any- 
ihing  to  do  with  hvr,  vulesac  finit  she  wont  brouffht  to  him  to  be  broken  rp,  et 
to  »uin«  of  hilt  tuwigneit,  tJiat  could  obtain  the  same  of  him  by  friundebip  or 
briheiy. 

Het  commaunded  likewin;  tliat  all  beggera  ihould  Npend  all  their  getting 


*  The  numc  ia  much  utdt-r,  as  Bobordesmcn  urc  mentioned  in  the  Act 
fi  Gd.  111.,  c.  U  (laai),  which  euacU  that  Uubvidcamen  aud  ai^t  wall 
,  aliall  be  atrustud. 
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in  the  diiy  pan,  in  ^o(l  Uien  or  Ale  at  iiiK^i,  or  «l  the  fardest  by  saterday 
aiyht :  and  if  any  were  found  or  known  to  haue  about-  two  ycoce  half-penny 
in  hu  purae  on  munday  ituvrniii^',  bv  xhold  forfdt  a  iloiuicn  of  licei^,  to  any 
wh*t»oeuer  of  their  company  would  challenge  it.  He  exerci&ed  hia  coraniaund 
iboal  tvnne  y&mx,  vniill  tbu  lime  tbai  tliv  \^TVat  rulKilliun  and  vprorc  wan  hi 
th«  VVettteni  jmitIa,  an  Sumnii^nielBliirw,  Wilsbire,  Dontet-abire  and  (Jomewall, 
about  the  cruwnin^j  of  Priucc  K(l}c.  koo  tu  A'.  H,  6,  who  hiul  hvhi  all  iJiiawliili- 
ill  FrHnc-«  :  and  llim  ftill  out  about  the  M.  ycare  of  Kdw.  4,  then  thi»  lenkin 
I'otniiiidU  accompaniol  with  3Uti,  tottoreil  knnnet*,  ioyncd  in  bntiell  a^aintit  the 
K.  Willi  lliu  wt^tunic  lucu,  in  which  bmu:!!  at  Tvuxbxtry  he  woa  iilaint;,  and 
buried  there  witli  tbe  rp*t  of  the  dead  bodies. 

Tht  baticl  ciiJfi,  UiML-  HijiMrl'Tiien  (for  bo  Ui«y  were  tvniied  a  lonfj  time 
after)  bye  thoin  to  t!ii-ir  Kajulauow,  Ibe  vsiinll  and  kuowue  place,  mid  titrru 
with  the  full  cuuacat  of  iho  wbok  cumpuny,  Thuy  vhusu  one  Spyting  to  be  bia 
■uixMitour. 

And  now  when  aa  the  feafit  and  Holumnizing  of  thiB  new  iimde  f)(]uire  was 
Iiewly  irnil<-d,  nrwn  ww  tirun^bt  to  thin  Sjiifnut,  h<:>w  ibnt  one  Thomn*  AViu-Jl 
■onoe  to  yanixnbriJge  <,wlio  bad  b^enc  at  Sea  as  a  Pirate,  and  rubbed  diubr« 
M«9vliaii|j>)  wa»  nvwlj  arriutd  in  En^lntid,  tiiid  fjot  u  ^rrnt  compoiiy  of 
Hairini-iv  ont  of  all  pnrta  of  tbe  lanO,  and  many  tnvytnra  and  miogniiemed 
people  to  follow  Uini,  whereunto  an  fitly  for  hie  turne  this  Upmng  accompianica 
Mid  rnU-rw  inlct  h-aj,'ivi>  and  faniilianTy,  b.'«)dte  diiierrt  also  forth  of  other  Couu- 
trira  that  delijjhted  in  th«ft  and  roobcrieu. 

And  now  hi*  ^Inngth  eiu't^^a.'iii'd  daily,  for  hnuing  bin  at  Callic«,find  brought 
from  tlience  into  Kent  nianj  ouill  didpoeed  persona,  he  b^on  to  gatlier  Ins 
(xiwor  in  thai  Country ,  niniiiuu:  i"  (ilti-mpt  Konic  gn»X  ttnd  wicked  enterprise 
a^ainat  King /ic/uxiri/ uud  lii^  Kiii;;dome,  but  hii  quorrell  he  pretended,  wiw 
to  haue  Kiu^  Urnry  thi-  mxl  out  ol  the  Tuwrv,  and  to  restore  Itini  to  Ida  ae^ijter 
■guue.  Thu>i  acc'iiin ponied  with  >>«uenl(;enti  ihuiutand  men,  they  iiiurclied  into 
lAndom  by  fihipnca  wliiidi  biy  betw^ent'  Black  wall  and  UedrilFe  ;  and  then 
BUM  Spuinff  wtcli  hilt  bam!  at  Alkali-,  whu  bi-lmuvd  thi:nL«>clui.>s  m>  stoutly,  that 
ibcT  wan  tlie  Bulnorke  ihcre,  and  ilmui?  the  L'iti/tns  baeku  within  thu  Port- 
ctdlis,  and  entKd  the  gate  with  them  to  the  nnmlier  of  a  douaeu  ;  but  Hume  nf 
than  went  alaine  with  tbu  fait  of  the  Port  culli^  tluit  wuh  lot  dowjio  vpon  thcra 
to  Ic^pe  the  redidne  out :  but  thime  that  were  within  Ulc  wals  wereau>ldenly 
iliButeul. 

To  Iw  *biiTt,  at  la-it  tin-  Bantanl  wa*  ^Tiriqiiisheil  and  vtt^ily  diMpaired  ;  for 
hearing  the  King  cutuinln^  with  thirtie  th'JUHind  uitin,  durat  Etay  no  longer, 
but  brake  vp  unii  dei^M-med  iliemaelTin  aome  one  way,  mid  immc  nuoOwr.  Tbe 
BaalBrd  witti  bis  MarmuB  and  such  rebcb,  tuhbera  &  wicked  persuntt,  &»  soncht 
ii4)(hinK«  Imt  fjKiiW,  f{<>t  them  toxhip-lKiard  at  hst  a«  thi^y  could.  Those  that 
were  left  behinde,  and  thnee  of  lypynHgt  compftnv  lurked  a  day  or  two  aV)nt 
tbe  Oountrvy  Hecretly  in  woo)]ii,  vntill  thi^y  thought  ihe  i;o»»le«  to  be  clear,  and 
alter  met  at  their  wonted  place,  where  tliey,  as  mtn^'  as  pot  and  canne  -pUMc 
tbeir  time  in  villany  and  rublwry. 

Thij  S/miiig  wiw  n  man  ^nen  to  voluptt]on<inet8»e,  and  pleunre,  delighting 
in  Bowaing  &  Venery  :  lie  ordered,  that  euery  one  that  professed  hlw^lfe  a 
Wanderer,  and  tAkint;  vpon  him  lh<.-  'H:<:upii1ion  of  btggin;;,  shal  be  staukd  to 
thv  ordn  of  lOf^es ;  thai  is,  hee  shall  bee  brau}iht  to  the  chiefe  Commaiidur 
then  being,  and  there  he  nhull  nhew  the  oanac  of  hiB  Roing  abroad,  and  what 
^Cuoulray  man  he  is;  wliich  done,  he  pavea  a  douaen  oi  Ix^re  as  a  line  for  hia 

'''  le  t  Inataulment,  and  «o  is  jiennllled  to  3iue  and  die  a  roRue :  but  if  be 
rii^i::  thai  iis  if  bio  Urondfuthur  were  one,  &  hi»  lather  one,  bo 
yt  c<in»e((Uf!illy  he  must  be  one  also,  such  a  one  ahal  lie  In^elv  diaeharyed  fniiu 
nich  enFiauleineiil,  m  bciii^  niiulu  free  by  bi«  futhcra  euiitL'.  Thin  ^pistiuf  abmit 
Ihe  lin^  yeaiv  <d  Kini^  hdt'Mr'l  the  fift,  coniniilted  a  robWy  and  murder  (nn-re 
High-gale  in  Middlesex)  where  after  be  fledde  and  tooke  Hmcluarr  at  Went- 
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luiruUr,  for  ihene  pW<>*  in  ttint  time  wenwnnilirtruliv  a1iu>ail  bj  «ic 
rab1eincnt«  of  Tln'^'iift^,  Munlerere  and  Traytuis  wnuld  thither  flocke 
they  had  atchi«ue<l  any  villBny,  vnUirift«  rvnt  aiid  runi>e  in  d«bt,  Tpnn 
netac  of  theM  plicoD,  ricli  men  runiie  chithor  witli  poure  tatsat  Rootk :  that 
they  huUd  And  there  t1i>i*y  ejwnd,  and  bid  tti«ir  crraiton  go«  whistle.  bk» 
wines  nitme  thither  with  their  hnttlwrnlft  _pltte,uid  mj  thry  darv  ncl  ftMt 
with  th«)j  husbands,  Tor  fe<r«of  beating  :  Theeun  brina  in  thither  ihtiiitube 
)>oode,  &nd  therp  Uuc  upon  Cbcm  vnlill  «]  is  spent,  and  when  notltii^  it  kt, 
tht'y  vpLiuv  ill  the  iiiuht  range  abroad  U)  ti^ke  otlraf  booties :  then  Uiay  ime 
new  plotA  to  rob  and  kill,  and  then  to  come  in  agua  at  Iheir  pleasure:  Mthw 
lilaces  did  nut  only  giue  Iheiu  fufeniml  foe  iheir  viU«Die«,  but  a  license  rIk)  It 
do  more.  Buch  a  one  wu  this  f?pjim>tj|r  for  a  ]r«Are  or  two  before  he  n* 
honml;  for  bcin^  talicti  tlic  Mcoiid  umc  at  Wombamc  in  Siafford-nUn,  b 
kiUiiin  a  luaii  iu  ii  drunkeu  hutnifur,  wa4  pn»cntly  Mipiehend«d,  and  ami 
to  tbu  Ooalt',  aud  ul'u-r  Liuit>i:d  all  isuiic  thi:  livod:  tus  Domlit^ered  abootalsna 
yeunsa. 

Not  long  after,  when  certaine  newea  was  biased  abroad  of  tbeir  CipCiiM 
lutifuHioii,  llicy  rhoMt  a  tmlable  KWU)ac<^riiig  rogue  called  Puflin^  LHckt,  tv  n<u^ 
ouor  thctn,  who  plajd  n>iH-1Uroiit  wiih  them  iiuleede  :  in  thte  ncjuire  iJiere  soi 
110  viUniiicK  left  viiuLlemjiteii,  but  Im  wh*  Htill  at  the  one  end. 

He  first  ^ue  lermtA  to  robbcra  bv  ihp  ht^h-way,  Uiat  aurh  as  robbe  oo  how- 
W^kc  were  call^  hit;h  Jnuyens  luiil  i\in^  who  ri>lib«l  ou  foot  he  called  M- 
(iero  :  the  difff-rciii-*^  of  the ^e  two  unrta  of  villonea  la  thin. 

Tilt!  tirsl  eort  are  calk'd  Uvnt.  Itobbem  or  th^uen;  and  these  ride  on  koiM 
Kvll  apjininied,  and  f;n«  in  nhpw  like  hone»t  nit^n  :  the  other  robbe  on  fbtl^ 
Hiid  huue  no  ottier  hetue  but  u  paire  o(  li^dit  h<Vli-«  nod  n  thlcke  wood&  Om> 
•i;niing  the  flrnt  Hort,  tliat  di-li>'ht  in  the  credite  of  a  high  Lawyer,  thai  wiA 
their  ewonls  (cceboote  abrudd  in  the  countrcy  like  Cauileroes  on  hone-hck^ 
are  romnionly  «iii?h  men,  that  eylherare  yoiintter  brethren,  who  beiii^  bnuk 
vr>  in  idloncBSC  and  p^min;;,  when  Uii-ir  friciirls  are  dead,  do  full  to  Uui  kiwrf 
lite  to  tii&iiitaiue  llic  niuiiie  chance;  others  agsine  b«in>;  left  well  tpythv 
fricudis  hiivin)^  no  Koucxnmeiitof  themaclnM, bat  banqtii-ting  with  Whon%MJ 
iJiakinK  late  M]])pent,  d>>e  (greatly  inip^iierixh  and  bejtger  tbemseluei ;  antl  vbcB 
nil  ie  epcnt  aft4.'r  this  manner,  and  thoLr  ni»ncy  waited  like  anow  agaiut  tk 
buiine :  tliey  fur  ilmir  VUimant  r^uyium,  oa  forced  to  vndertake  this  wWeba) 
and  abhorred  profcMion,  robbing  ttani^i't  poore  men,  and  taking  all  their  mootf 
from  them,  vea  asi'l  oftvn  luorv  iheu  is  their  owne.  to  the  vtt«r  andoing  «f  tw 
poore  man,  ois  wife  and  vUihlrL'n  for  euer,  who  when  they  haue  it,  w«»t  tl  h 
vuiiily  as  ihuy  wickodly  pun:liB«t  iL  And  othvni,  thai  liauinu  beeue  tavUutt 
wlien  they  «onie  from  the  warre«,  eyther  by  brcakinf;  vp  of  Uie  Campe,  or  I9 
ruoniuK  tiway  from  their  coloun  to  eee  iheir  frieads,  or  what  way  aoW, 
cajinot  betake  themjiehiea  to  tmy  iuiuei't  tmite  of  life,  bat  louiug  to  line  in  iik' 
nease,  betake  llieui^iL'lues  to  robbing  and  stealing,  vntUl  they  be  taken.  ■»! 
carried  wiiitwanl  thhiv  to  ni»k«  their  ni'.hi'rwill. 

These  fellowce  Imt  Llmt  iiiej-  may  not  be  knowne,  bespeak  and  get  wck  aril- 
tidal  lieanU  itnil  hcJidii  of  hain>,  tliat  aUbin>>;h  ynxi  ride,  dine  and  nip  wilt 
them  from  day  tn  dav,  you  nhnll  not  be  able  to  diHierne  them,  nnr  npie  that 
lidiihootl.  And  in  tCun  praclite  all  their  villuiiy  wnsista:  for  I  haue  b^fJ 
and  nartlv  know  a  hignwAv  lawyer  roh  a  man  in  the  mominj;,  and  halfa 
dined  with  thij  martin  or  hunext  man  no  robbed  the  same  day  at  an  Inae  bnu^ 
not  dwcrifld,  nor  yet  onre  mintniftted  or«uqK<°l^l  lor  the  rob  Wry. 

Their  knauery  !«  on  this  manner ;  they  haue  alwaiea  uood  geldui]^  aad  lmt<'> 
whirh  they  <~aii  make  (.'nrtiiih-*  whi^-n  they  li«t,  and  agtSne  set  too  lat|{e  tailik 
liJinpng  to  ibc  lelloi?kes  at  their  pleo-^ure,  yea  and  &o  aititlcially,  thiU  it  slull 
mit  be  perreiiird  or  ipiei!  of  Che  Oathr  that  dreaw^th  them  :  boiidts  liify  iaa* 
i-li)k('s  Tvnnofiai,  ae  thuy  cftll  tlium,  umde  with  two  oal-nidas  that  vre-M  ihwr 
howBoeuer  the  tijjhl  aide'  will  bee  alwaiea  outward  :  now  their  arliaciaU  UaUiI* 
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ind  htA6»  of  hnirc  witliall,  will  make  ilicra  siicmff  to  dance  in  a  net  a  Ions;  time 
Pre  tbey  be  eHpieit.  Now  bow  mutte  it  in  fur  tiiem  to  i^)ica{>e  ull  (btuitm,  all 
Hiit«  and  Cri*s.  it  may  eonily  be  pctciiiuQcl,  for  the  coinplcxion  of  the  miin,an{l 
hU  Wjinl,  thK  f^iniiriili'  tliiit  be  wi^uvm,  And  the  tiiukiiiK  of  bin  hor«i.>,  ibt^Q 
tbin^^K  wliich  ar*  ibpfsiM-einll  marker  wbereb)- notice  ia  taken  to  itinko  eiiiitiirv: 
whith  bviug  ubiun^  and  alLurud,  Llicy  limy  u»capo  as  Baialy  as  ihey  did  the 
robbery. 

The  uthcr  eart  o[  roLbera,  that  liauing  no  moenes  t»  relieuii  thuin,  in  stead  nf 

nrift  cotintcx  1(1  earhui;  ibiiiu<*r,  (lie  away    vpnn  their    trustit:  lemi-toes  into 

iroodes  aud  cXoah  pU4:cB,  them  tu  coutiuui:  vnLtU  Hue  and  C'rie  bee  paat:  thew 

blluwii  wearw  cm utirrrit  IxritniH  nnd  heailH  of  liitire,  a*  t.he  ntlii^r  xort  diie,  vwing 

Dot  iiuuir  words,  but  ^(and  and  tUiiuer :  aoniH  wiU  hauci  curet  nnd  man-kiiid 

luaitit::)*  fiill'ivrtiig  thvm,  to   further  and  hduc  thctu  in   tbU  «rit«q>rjae:  Nome 

m<ler  the  iiaitLe  nf  the  vpright  man  or  Bouldier  aa  they  };oe  through  towne,*^ 

bttge  the  charitahli*  dFUolion  of  mujiie,  they  will  gma  hImo  stronul)'  with  thni'Q 

orCmm  in  a  company  too raniiehi)urie^whe.i'e{)rt{!iitimeA  they  arc-  n.^lic'ued  more 

for  fearu  thaa  dcuoiion:  but  vhen  they  ran  conte  in  place  where  Lbey  may 

wmueniently  tAlte  a  rmtw,  it  «lmll  j,*oe  hfml  but  ihat  they  will  evthcr  win  the 

horse  or  Iuom  the  saudle,  although  their  hardy  adueature  be  paid  h^uie  with  a 

ricke  of  the  liejii  i<»ynt  t)ii'v  bmie  nft^r. 
Sut  to  retame  a^niiLie  to  t'u^nj  IJidix  ;  this  dinell  incarnate,  as  he  was  bold 
Attempt  any  wickc-d  cnt«rpriAG,  so  he  wanted  not  wit  tint  to  lay  the  plot  to 
mohieue  it,  and  to  brini;  ii  to  pa«ae.  He  v»ed  linit  the  couseiut^ti  at  dict^  and 
to  iiinpnl  loi  that  ]Durpi(»c  fal*c  dice,  wh«icl>y  he  got  much  monLV,  But  as  it 
nraa  ill  got,  to  waa  il  m  ill  spent  in  all  raanner  of  vice  that  coulu  bc«  UQiiiiid, 
wherein  he  excelled  all  before  bim :  yet  this  by  the  way,  it  is  reported  of  tuiu, 
LhiU  be  wa«  frie  from  mnider,  and  comniaiideif,  ibcit  whiwoeuer  vuder  his  coii- 
dnct,  was  »o  croell  aa  to  Tnurder  any  man  or  woman  in  the  attempt  of  robl)i]i|i 
them,  ahould  forthwith  be  discouercd  to  be  apprehended:  he  likewiae  ordered 
Lbut  all  bi)jh  luwyura,  {jaiiilLTtt,  LLfl^.'  Foitit^,'  Chi-stcn  ur  C'uiiy-catchvrs,  ahal 
not  preflnnie  U*  pun-hime  any  Inndes  or  rfuen'm-s,  nrir  wbord  y[i  thi-ir  niuiify  \n 
the  luDderaiiee  of  ^-lod  fellowebip,  maJiilcuanvc  of  ^ood  natured  damsels,  and 
iui]R^nchnit^tit  of  tin-  frateniity :  Iml  that  they  Hhall  hi-jirtily  sjieud  it,  ariioni; 
tfood  cumpuiiy  and  fellowea,  aiith  as  them  suhit-e  are.  mid  aa  ihf.y  cuiue  lightly 
by  it,  HA  lightly  to  I«rt  it  (lie :  bf  witJ>  a  iiiiin  fnt'ty  tLiiil  Ixilile,  y<^l  he  dietl 
misetabty  ;  for  aAer  he  had  commanded  now  fully  eight  veare,  he  had  the 
|iyi)iti^  iif  the  Pt'xu  and  Nt-apiilitunc  Hfiirffr.  And  hrn-  an  end  of  I'ujtmj  DUkf, 
In  biH  place  was  i^hmwu  by  the  consent  of  the  rablement,  one  not  much  in- 
firiour  in  rict-  In  the  Fnrmer,  Imt  in  rr^nl  of  tnaiLho'Hl  h  im-era  cniUHnt,'  called 
LdVTenee  CroAUtr,  or  lons^  Lawrmix.  This  I,awra\ff  had  l«;enc  hronght  vp  all 
his  daiea  a  Seminii-mau,  and  now  beinjf  about  tiftte  or  lhr«.^e  score,  at  what 
time  SerainK  nieu  an;  ira.it  the  Iwiit,  and  conim-iniy  grow  luaie,  was  rjwt  wit  of 
eeruice,  and  so  was  faiue  to  liue  amon^  the  wicked,  Kumetimea  u  stuuder  for  the 
padder,*  •onjclimts  ii  vcrser  for  the  cony-irtchfr,'^  soriitime.'"  a  Hlale  tor  n.  fnygt,' 
unt  mott  commonly  an  Apple-sc^iiire '  for  a  trud^iiig  house  '* :  he  first  vsed  that 
art  which  now  is  named  CrosbitiJi^,  and  Iroio  u hime  nnmc,  thifl  daumcd  art 
(Cn»l>itiii)j)  tooke  her  lint  cull,  aa  of  Lnwrence  Vro»biUr  tliat  first  iuueated  the 

■  StiopliftMiL  *  Pichpooketa.  *  A  coward. 

'  The  S6ind«r  Taa  tJie  Sentinel  to  the  Padder  or  foatpod.    (A.H.  ^heJ,  a 

*'  The  ecatey,  at  rabbifc,  waa  the  dupe ;  the  e^w^  eatthrr,  the  ahttrper  vho 

"  th»  oouey  to  l»  tlooood  by  Iho  iTrwr,  or  card  abaipvr. 
•  Thectotiwaathe  C"-mfederate  who  acted  as  cuvtr  tolhe/ifwf,  orpiL-kpockeL 
''  A  kept  (pillont,  and  alsu  a  pcnuci  who  alluitdod  on  a  woniuii  of  btid  uiiu- 
(Uu.  npjxl,  an  tipptal  i 
A  brutbeL    (liu.  ttowiy-ii,  in  niorry,  to  etipouse.) 
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same.    The  maiiDer  iti  hrvvte  va  tbiu:  Some  bow  rOKue  witliuut  tie  v  >- 
Otxi  IX  iiMin.  Omt  kw-jicth  a  whore  m  a  friend,  or  iii«rri«>  oiw  to  W  l- 
tainer,  conaenU  ra  oonaltmiacs  tbaae  enatiuw  to  jdelde  the  tm  of  tb«T  ix>i» 
to  ottivr  men,  that  to  taking  lh<-ia  together,  tlie/  may  itrip  the  Incbtr  o(  tU 
the  money  in  hU  paise  or  that  he  can  pniently  malie. 

II«  comniauDcli^  about Nx«  veam,and  thenMbo  lia^  in  fitthuwoM,  vra 
hU  end,  for  it  was  reported  that  hit  bowels  were  eaten  out  with  the  pu, 
whilst  h«  was  yet  alia«,  >o  nuMraUe  waa  the  end  of  this  wr^cb. 

Alt  these  «ie  jearct  that  this  Lavratu  liued  in  his  contruulnient,  be  dcnl 
nener  be  ao  liardv  «  once  to  aide  Perken  fFarUA,  in  the  attenibtin^  M  tin 
Crowne ;  so  alanuh  wh  hit  miod^  And  Kiven  to  cowudize,  for  all  tiie  time  tin 
be  ban  rale  ataong  his  companions,  which  was  from  1401.  until  ItfT.iU 
Ptrinn  iyarbtdc  UMy  to  win  tiic  kingdom,  fayniRj^  bimMlae  to  bee  the  Dlb 
of  Vorke.  Mm  to  K.  /Jrfu?.  4,  deueosed :  to  tlio  briutjing  to  piU4>e  of  wliirh  ikok. 
he  aMavrd  many  waie«,  pluMvd  diuera  dcuiw^,  and  uiu-mptul  mighty  nMlbn 
and  yet  all  in  vaiue,  for  after  almoiit  siie  yeares  (all  whicD  time  m  wu  bowl 
about  thta  enterprise)  he  wan  taken  prboocr,  after  be  bad  taken  SaDctnat;  A 

Bewdly  not  fanv  from  Soiithitnipioii And  iJiia  Is  the  eniufPaik 

tVarbarkt :  Lavfmtct  Croaiiilrr  nuw  iload,  and  Perkin  IPoriwdlK,  with  two  of  ka 
OounceUon  Hramt  and  AtteUjf,  tli-ddc  to  Sanctuary  :  it  booted  not  the  mi' 
pany  to  slay  there,  but  thor  chiefe  tesden  fledde,  euerie  one  Uirew  ainr  lui 
anuoor  u  people  onuxcd,  and  bt-toks  themsclum  to  their  hei<lee:  amgojc  At 
test  SkeltoH  a  notable  kimue,  one  of  Palcim  ('uuncfllon  b«fo[W  DMntiOBtd, 
being  well  knowne  amon^'  the  Raaralitie,  was  l«l  to  the  wont«d  place  of  nM- 
ins.  and  then  eoleiDiwIy  « iw  xtiiwItHi  h  rt^ue,  and  uiada  their  ttenerall. 

Thb  SktlUm  waa  BoniL'times  a  Taylor  in  Taunton  in  Snmmerwl  ahin,  «ba 
l>tdng  blowne  downt-  with  an  viifortunHlp  blmd,  wha  forc't  and  ready  (-m  u( 
Oonmotian  or  rebellion :  he  waa  of  a  pronde  and  haiighiv  dispoaition :  be  liiHl 
in  hie  New  Gouemment  vntill  about  the  fourth  jeare  of"  King  ifenry  tbeci^ 
whit'.h  wiw  in  the  yrare  IWU. 

ThLi  feUow  ninonu^otherdecn^en  and  ordetB  confirmed  thinr  That  tfiqjan 
voini;  lliu  iiiM^v^wHry  n«lpu  of  biscrutchi-a  (althungh  iiideede  bee  hath  Dol  wr 
ntJede  or  Toe  of  them,  bnt  oiiely  to  deceiue  pei>p1«  tlierewith)  shall  at  any  line 
funiaku  them  for  a  time,  either  to  ninne  for  a  wager  with  another,  or  to  pUj  ■! 
mne-holeSf  loggela  or  bowlw,  or  any  other  nine,  so  that  he  be  tieat  ad 
marked  by  aome  that  han?  scene  him  else-wnere  with  his  cnxwbei  bll^ 
find  by  tliem  m  challenged  lor  a  counterfeit  rooiie,  be  ahaU  forfeite  foe  eatrj 
such  offence  two  douaen  of  boere,  aa  a  fine  for  £s^acing  eo  ancient  a  Ciwl«  ■■ 
liere^nation. 

Alter  bun  sncct'eded  by  the  Qenerall  CouQcell,  one  Cocix  Lomflftbe  nnt 
DotiiriuiiA  knauc  that  eiier  lined :  by  tnute  be  was  a  Tinker,  often  eiRytaf  s 
pftune  and  a  hammer  for  a  Khew :  but  wb^n  be  vsiue  to  a  good  boon,  fat  wmlJ 
caifl  hiii  profes«ion  in  o  diteb,  and  piny  the  pa<1der  and  then  would  viw,tU 
M  bee  past  throuch  the  towrie,  would  crie.  Ha  you  any  worke  for  a  Tuibt. 
To  write  of  his  Knaucri(«,  it  wonld  nsko  a  long  time :  I  rd^m  yon  to  dn 
old  niauuKript,  ivinayuiuy  on  record  in  maundere  hull. 

This  was  he  that  rerUtcvil  and  brought  in  forme  the  Catalogue  of  Vngabittl* 
or  quartenie  uf  knauex  called  the  fiuu  and  twentie  orders  of  knauea ;  but  nKiiua 
it  is  extant  and  in  euvrr  uuuia  abop,  1  paaw  tJtem  iiuc^r. 

And  now  about  this  lime,  whi^n  on  warres  abrmulc.  and  tronblM  damertkall 
were  ended,  Bwsnited  iii  eut^ry  |>art  of  tVie  buid  thrau  Csterpillere,  like  fliM 
■^inet  a  ploKUc:  in  tlie  norihcrne  partes  another  sort  of  Vagabontls  (at  ih* 
diuela-an>e-a  ueuke  in  Darli^hiie)  b<gan  a  new  regioMUt,  calling  themsrlotf  I'f 
ibu  name  of  Ej^iuLiuns.  Tlicae  were  a  sort  of  mgiies,  that  liueafand  do  yet  lio« 
by  cr>ui«eni:iR  and  dectiit,  pmctisin);  the  arte  called  lef^erdcmaine,  or  mt  stJ 
luucc,'  wliercby  they  got  la  rhcm  aelues  nn  Arnall  cT&ditti  among  the  OcnaWJ 


■  For  an  expknatiun  uf  tbu  form  of  cheutuig  Mft  uota  on  p.  34& 
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Dplu  Ity  thrir  <l>.V]i);  ilitwi-iiililint;  uiid  ilpceitriill  pnictifles,  f^i'Jing  tin  eomlBeB 
[vple  wtuilly  atMir.u-d  and  ginen  to  nnueltit'fi,  tovts  AQii  new  fanfjlc*,  deligbt- 
i(f  tfaeiu  with  tlio  striLD^''eni-s««  of  thu  attiK  at  their  beatU,  atid  ptactiung 
TmisJry  to  such  a«  woitlil  know  their  finrtunc*. 

The  tirnt  that  iiineDled  thix  new  fellnwahip  woe  one  Oila  Hutfur:  he.  carrietl 
with  him  h'tn  whnix-  cntli-d  {Kyt  Cnht)  which  wm  termed  the  Qu^ne  of 
i:  tliev  gne  alwaiee  tieuer  vtider  an  htindred  incii  or  women,  caiudiiK 
9M  to  he  niRde  blacks,  u  if  they  were  EeypUan* :  they  wander  vp  anu 
the  Coontreju  it  pleo/d'th  them  hc«t,  wilu  their  horses  to  carry  their 
Kids  Rttd  be^i^ffe  after  th<>m:  and  whea  they  come  into  any  coiintrey 
'lownc,  they  pittifiilly  couwtn  the  poore  conntrey  girlea,  holh  of  money, 
tiluer  and  the  beat  liiineii  ouely  in  nope  to  lieare  their  j^K>d  fortune*  tuuld 

_  a  certaine  time  that  tbeoe  vp-ittart  Loefcli>  hnd  jiot  vnto  n  bvad  ;  th« 
chicle  Commannders  of  both  these  reKirocnla  met  *t  the  Diuela-sr»e-a- 
e,  thereto  [jarle  and  Liitreato  of  sintterft  that  mi|;ht  tend  to  the  ustabUskiug 
their  iil-w  found  gouemmeut ;  am)  tint  uf  all  they  tltinkt;  it  ht  to  deiiiM 
kinde  of  hiit^uuKC.  to  thu  end  thi-lr  couHrniii^,  knauerica  mid  vil- 
nUKht  not  lie  »o  fonily  p^rceiued  and  knuwtii;,  in  pWm  where  tliey  coiue  : 
[^iit  this  Uitir  laiit-iiage  they  fiiiunnu  out  of  thrive  otner  tonguea,  viz.  Latins, 
.ngliiib,  and  Dutch  :  thi^ne  Ihri-e  bapMually,  notwithslniidilii^  «univ  few  wonU 
ij  boiTowed  uf  the  Spwiish  and  pRtich.  They  abo  gnue  names  to  roeh 
>T«oiu  of  thvtr  compADT  mceording  Ut  the  kind  of  hfe  t)iat  he  vndertocdro :  u« 
•t  esuunple  a  Mmmon  D(^|*ger  or  rn<nie,  they  termed  a  Clopper-tladceon,  one 
tal  couaterfeileil  thu  fulling  Hclcnw,  they  lenued  him  a  counterfeit  Cruikt*, 
For  Ctanke  in  their  hingiinge  is  the  fiiUin^itidceneasc,  and  ooCoanterfeltCranke 
in  the  fuln  falhii^  aickenvn*:  and  so  of  the  rest. 

Tbift  Vockt  Lomil  continued  anionf;  them  lon^  than  any  uf  hit-  pmlcceii- 
before  him,  or  after  him  ;  for  lie  ruled  nlinoet  two  and  Iwentie  yt-anis 
nlil  the  yvnst  An,  Ihm.  1&33-  and  about  the  eixe  and  twenty  yeore  of  K. 
[Hrun  the  dghL 

1,  He  made  amons  other,  Iheiie  Statutes  among  tliera,  that  wliosoeiicr  he  Im, 
Lthat  being  borne  ima  bred  vp  in  the  tmde  of  maundin};,  nipping  And  foisting 
'fur  the  ipocc  of  tenne  yeonf,  and  hath  not  the  ri((ht  deitency  iu  Uia  fitiguiv  td 
piokc  a  pockety  bul  is  (aine  to  cloy  his  follower  and  cowarly  to  demand  «rap- 
pi(f«  ;  Hicti  a  one  is  to  be  knywiie  uitd  'hi'oU{;:bl  luther  to  be  fined  fur  hia  faint- 
hi  aHednctoe :  and  if  Bnrh  a  one  »ft«r  venter  and  be  token  T^ion  the  Hint 
fault,  Ivt  hiut  know,  that  he  u  going  llie  high  way  to  perdition  without  pitty, 
as  a  itut  puniabment  for  his  folly,  that  be  betooke  aimselfD  m  »oone  to  th« 
uc«:u|)atioiL 

2.  Jtum,  We  thinke  it  m^et  that  none  eat  meat,  an  Piugnt,  Cuiionn,  G<!-e*e  or 
«u<rh  like,  rnlessc  he  purvhaae  it  hv  priuie  pillery  andcleanely  ronvieyance, 
iieithvr  »lial  thry  !«  uierry  in  eUf  ry  I'liwoiiig  jua  or  Alehoun  as  th«y  liet,  but 
in  aome  odde  ont-houae  remote  from  dwellers  :  a  StawJing  ken  that  ia  knowne 
of  purpose  to  Im  truMty,  yea  and  that  iu  the  night  too,  leaat  they  be  notitini 
and  WHpe^-led,  to  beacandalidnftof  the  profeoaion:  neither  ikhall  ifiey  W  nierrr 

,oiit  of  uieasun.',  I«»t  by  tbi-ir  rKtmonlinary  noyeee,  the  Constuble  and  Wateh- 
iii.ii  lake  them,  and  so  enny  thi>m  to  warn,  na  a  iurt  punishment  for  their  prc- 
fuitiptuous  and  vnordiuate  protecditma ;  for  which  some  of  late  ilaios  haue 
wofully  felt  the  smart. 

(^ptaine  Oilei  Uatker  Gr«t  began  in  A nnv  Domini  one  thousand  Hue  hundred 
twenty  and  ei^hl :  conceminK  whom,  there  is  nothing  made  mention  of,  but 
of  his  coueoiukgo  and  deceit^  for  theme  kind  of  jM>4iple  fiuod  mure  iiiiietly  and 
••nt  of  barme  iu  reapect  of  the  ^>lber  sort,  mnkuig  thenweloea  aa  etrangen,  Jind 
wonid  never  put  forth  theniHclm*  in  Any  tumulc  or  Commotion,  aa  the  othi-r 
*4>rt  did  :  tmi  what  vitt*  th''y  exi;n'i»tfil  not  «ue  way,  they  wvre  not  inferiour  l» 
ibeiu  in  the  like,  or  rather  worvc  onoihi-r  way  :  so  that  what  betwC-enc  ilicui 
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both,  they  vren  two  pestif^rons  mvmbun  iD  a  Coinniou'Wealtb  ;  Wl  I  lill 
lew*  tiifni  liulh,  uid  pf»y  lur  »  |mw]kemuji  wiiitle  tii  britiu  inv  Bnkv  to  tb* 
wished  port  of  her  dwire.  which  u  to  be  fauuurvd  uid  well  liked  if  in  tov 
flight :  which  if  r<h><I  ruitiiiiK  fniitmr  Rie  mi  mticli,  [  »hall  In-  b<)Rld«nal  out 
mi>re  t4)  plav  the  Ih[ercljjint  veiilTirer :  at  wliuee  wcuiid  airiaall  1  will  Mtcnt 
vou  with  th'iiipt  iiKirr  Mninfji',  not  furc  fatekt  bill  <WMy  txm^ht  uii  wdowIi 
if  license  iiuy  he  permitted.  1  will  proMcd  and  set  dovne  the  nicoeuonnfrm 
Cocke  LvttM  mtil  tbiB  pnwnt  day,  and  who  at  thi*  dajr  beaies  the  Knatot 
*v»y  amongat  them. 

Of  Poolisd  Beooaiik  a>'d  thbib  Vaxitub. 

From  Uie  "  Sliip  of  Koolis"  by  Alexander  Barclay. 

The  original  Mlitton  of  thit>  work  ih  ihu*  vtilillvd — 
(  TluHpreKPtit  Hohe  named  the  Shvpof  folysofthe  worldewaa  tramltl*!  i 
the  C<L)Uff!i;  of  myiil  nuiry  Oh^y  in  Ibv  cottiitv  i>f  L><^iioiMhvre  :  out  of  Itfen 
Frendie  |  and  Doche  into  Riij^lynahA  tonge  by  Alexaiitier  Barclay  I'ra4c: 
and  at  that  tytiiv  Chapli'ii  in  thv  tayde  Cilt^iei  tnMliit<^  the  yere  of  our  Lup1« 
gt)A  M.CCC0C:VII1.  Tnprtntvrt  in  the  One  of  London  in  Flctcctn  it  liw 
n|{Da  of  Saynt  Gi.-or);i-  Ity  Ityl.lla^le  Pyaaou  to  hy*  C<»t«  aud  cbar^ :  Enid 
the  yere  ol  our  Haiiionr  M.  J.  ix.  The  xiiii.  day  ofDcocDiber. 

Op  F01.VIWIHK  BKnoERs  akd  or  theye  VAinrTBBB. 

(  Synt  I  liuiie  t>ikoii  tht;  trhiirvv  one  ma 
Mo  liutiit  luid  l>ai!^t»  fur  Kolvs  tu  apanyla 
Aud  BO  aptyuu  o(  ir'wl-  la  Like  ttiHw 
I  ft^rrd  IvHt  i.'uiu|Miiiy  xhtildK  iii«  fnyle 
WilKiti  my  fulyuhe  iiliy[<pl.->  to  tr»iiay1« 
But  n»we  doth  btfL'^izrg  tlicDi  nelfe  to  tue  preeent 
For  fewc  of  them  I  fyndp  of  good  intent. 

A  great  company  of  foh-*  may  wc  fyndc 
Atuiiiii^  l)t;)o:cr«  I  wliiche  bane  theyt  bote  del>-te 
In  lln-yr  Icwde  craft  :  whcrfore  I  «et  my  m>'Qile 
111  tim  Barye  tlicyr  maiien  I  brcft'ly  for  to  wryta 
For  Ihoti^lii!  that  u«dc  them  givuomly  do  byte 
Vet  i»  iheyr  luyjido  for  ull  theyr  iNJutrte 
To  kflpe  with  them  of  children  great  plente. 

And  though  that  they  myght  otburwyBe  well  lyue 

And  g«t  their  lyiiyiinr  by  lalmiir  and  Iwayiic* 

Ytt  liilly  thcv  tliA-r  inyiidwi  ert  aud  gyue 

To  led*)  thii  (yie  alway  m  wrclthydtiM 

The  clerkc  I  hen?  |  or  monke  1  whi(  hu  hath  store  of  rycb«a 

For  alS  hiw  lyfe,  if  he  it  Rvde  wyiwly, 

■\VylI  yet  the  bi^ggcni  olfyce  occupy. 

Snche  oft  complaynp  tJie  chnrRC  of  pouerte 

In  ^mienlia  K^yiige  cupjO'*  *■■'"■'  >"  "'"* 
But  yet  hftUt  ihiiy  of  TyrJiM  peat  picnte 
Whiche  in  gode  vee  «aD  neuer  of  ihr-iu  Iw  spent 
Almya  i»  oriicyncd  bv  p^i  mnnypotent 
Audi  Iioly  thunJie  :  for  to  bt  k'ywyn  in  dede 
TJnto  good  vhe  \  and  ituche  m  hniie  moete  nede. 

Aliac*  is  nrd'cynctl  by  god  our  crcaloiu* 
For  men  thai  lyue  in  nede  and  wrctchydnea 


Tlierwith  tlmir  paynfiiU  lyues  to  fiooonr 

And  iwl  for  ry cLc  tliat  Iyu«  in  vicioumea 

But  ret  Mif he  ravtvti  boldly  in  Asre  pre* 

Per  ihvit  lewilu  fyfe  without  all  mnnef  drede 

Thiit  alincM  takj'aKu  i^rom  tliuui  that  bau«  moate  n«de. 

The-  iibbgt  I  the  Pn*our  |  snd  nifto  they r  oouent 
Ar  no  blyinivil  witfi  vnhappy  coii«tT*6 
Tbal  with  tbe}-r  onnie  <«a  they  not  be  contMtt 
But  Li  h«u«  more  I  th«y  ilwsy  mena  deoyw 
Ye:  in  HO  moche  iWt  sutue  >iaiie  fotindo  n  gyse 
To  fiiyn*  theyr  bretherne  tati  in  cAptyuyte 
That  tbey  niAy  begge  io  by  auctor>'ic. 

Thev  fiiyne  myracle*  where  iiouc  were  aucr  dono 
And  Ml  for  lucre  :  K>mi>  other  miiR*  dbnut 
To  ciitlier  and  bi'(^  with  Boinv  fiiyuM  panlon 
And  at  the  alehowH  at  iiyght  all  drynkyth  uul 
So  ren  tbem  beggvn  in  com[uiny  n>wt 
By  Btrctis  taa«nie«  towiie>  ami  vyllimyi 
Ho  plnce  can  well  he  fn  of  tlieyr  ontrogyi. 

Sriine  he[{Ke  for  hyldyiigi-H  I  iHinw  for  rclyquea  newe 

Of  holy  Biiynlis  oi'  cotintreya  fane  nnd  ntmii^ie 

And  with  tlit'VT  wunlrw  fitynvd  and  vutrewe 

For  laUKL-  of  Liinre  |  about  tlicy  ron  and  range 

But  in  a  gynijvyii  vylhmu  [  ftniie  or  ^n^ige 

Wicre  as  th€fle  ht-gxeis  nioste  syinpyll  min  may  fyude 

With  theyr  Eala  bonys  ns  relykai  they  than  bljTidt 

Other  hej-nge  stroiige  and  full  of  Inntynes 

And  yon^  ynon^lie  to  lalinvir  for  thtyr  fodo 

OvuTt]i  llifvr  bi><ly«-«  fully  lo  idewlhfiilncK 

Tha  oqggerR  crall  thyukyjitc  to  thtm  nioont  good 

8nin«  niy '  thsyr  l«?t;pw  and  a-rmy^  oner  with  bk-od 

With  leuvH  &  plawlt^n*  though  tWy  ha  hole  and  aoande 

tSoiu«  halt  as  vryijU  [  tln?jr  U^v  biluly  vp  bvundu.' 

Som«  oth«r  t«f^r»  falsly  for  Lhu  non}-fl 

Diafygure  tbeyr  children  god  wut  vnliappely 

IklanglynKe  theyr  facys  |  and  liirekynge  tneyr  bonyt 

To  iiterfc  thfi  pcopl*^  to  jK-ty  that  imwm  by 

There  Blandti  tkvy  bu^^juge  with  ttidyousehoat  and  cry 

Thenr  ownr:  hodyu  tourayngc  to  a  ntmiigc  faaaiuu 

I'o  moue  suche  as  poaw  to  pyt«  and  compawyou. 

Huihe  yoiij;e  laddv"  a*  luMy  ar  of  a^^e 
Myphty  and  atrungo  |  ami  wyuu-n  in  lykc  wyac 
WnDtiiri  and  yoiiK'^  *"*!  I'l'-ty  »f  c.'wrugi: 
fivneth  them  wlte  vtterlv  to  thi«  gj-so 
The  caiine  it  that  they  lalwur  ito  dtfo]iy(« 
For  tii«yr  mynde  is  in  ydylnes  to  be  styll 
Of  el>  in  vyov  tu  waudec  at  llieyi  wylL 


'  Bajf,  Pr.  raster,  to  stroak,  to  utripo. 

'  lu  Pttra  J^oayhimta  we  lind  "  Then  were  idle  bypooritM  afraid,  and 
gned  tlMtowlvwi  blind,  or  laid  Uiuir  lw){a  KWry,  u  viKb  abandonvd 
know  how  to  do." 


6SS  VAGEANTS  AND  VAGRANCfT, 

They  pacientlj'  theyr  prouertye  abyde 

Nat  for  deuociou  of  berte  or  of  mynde 

But  to  the  intent  that  at  eaery  tyde 

Other  memiyB  codes  afaolde  them  fede  and  fyiid& 

But  if  they  a  wiiyle  haue  roD  iu  the  wynde 

And  in  theyr  hande  the  etaf  some  hete  hath  caught 

They  neuer  after  shall  leue  the  b^^gen  craft. 

Amonge  these  beggers  also  is  comonly 
Braulynge  debatenatered  and  chydynge 
Great  othea  |  mockes  |  folahode  and  eiiuy 
And  one  with  other  euer  more  fyghtynge 
Ab  for  theyr  dronkennes  and  vnBure  abydynge 
Theyr  re1:^udry  both  in  dede  and  cfimunycaciun 
These  ar  chefe  poyntis  of  their  occnpaciou. 

IF  the  be($^r  haue  his  staf  and  his  hode 

One  bai;ge  behvnde  and  another  before     , 

Than  thynkefi  ne  hym  in  the  myddea  of  hia  goode 

Thoughe  that  his  clothes  be  raggyd  and  to  tore 

His  body  nere  bare  he  hath  no  thought  therfore 

And  if  some  man  cloth  them  well  to  day 

To  morrowe  it  shall  agayne  be  solde  away. 

And  If  these  caytyfes  fortune  to  begge  or  cry 
For  mete  or  money  I  on  woman  or  on  man 
If  one  to  them  that  ]  tliat  they  aake  deny 
And  so  depart :  anone  these  beggera  than 
Whan  he  is  gone  |  doth  wary  curse  and  ban 
And  if  another  gyue  them  oi^jht  of  pyte 
At  the  next  alesLuke  dronkeu  aliall  it  be. 

But  if  that  I  aliolde  gather  in  my  barj^e 

All  folysshe  bcpfjera  |  and  labour  or  iiitende 

To  note  all  theyr  vytes  |  to  sore  sholde  be  the  charge 

And  as  I  tiuppot^e  I  neuer  sholde  make  an  eud«. 

Wlierfore  I  counsell  them  shortly  to  amende 

Or  elw  theyr  Itwdnes  |  eynne  ■  and  enormyte 

yhall  cause  men  withdmwe  theyr  almes  of  charyte. 

<  Thenvoy  of  Barclay  the  trasslatour, 

t  O  people  viithrifty  gyuen  to  ydliines 
Suendyiif^e  your  youth  this  wyse  in  vaiiyte 
■\V  hat  ioy  haue  ye  to  lyue  in  wrel^hydnes 
Where  ye  niyht  come  to  bett*;r  rowrae  and  degre 
By  worke  |  and  labour  :  and  so  auaunsyd  be 
Yet  bej^ge  ye  Htyll  hauynge  your  ioy  tlieriu 
Anieiiili;  your  loly  |  and  leme  ye  thia  of  me 
That  guddes  good  sliolde  uat  be  speut  iu  syn. 

The  Excess  of  Beogark. 

Circa  151(1. 

Kr"ui  a"Gt'nfr,iI  Satire"  by  Williimi  Dunbar. 

Siie  motiv  jjicks  and  liiiits  on  hfj^ar's  Ijmks 
Within  tills  laud  was  never  heunl  nor  ^wu. 


AXD  BEOa.VltS  ANIJ  BEOOINO.  S«9 

Or  Bkooaeu  avd  tusib  VAMmsa. 

IfilT. 

From  the  "  Ship  of  Foob,"  fcy  Henry  WuUon.t 

TKe  prologue  of  tin  traneiatoun. 

....  This  booke  hnthe  b«n  fyrat  niaik'  in  Almayne  *  tanf^m^p  |  nm)  out  of 
Almnyne  it  va»  trani<litt«d  in  tn  Iintyii  |  by  muyBie-T  Joques  Locher  |  &  mil  of 
Latyii  in  to  rellitiryku  h'renwihe,  I  haiie  consydared  that  the  one  delyteth 
bym  in  iatyn  1  tlie  othtr  In  Frans^bc  |  ^nnie  in  rrme  |  and  tbe  oihiT  iii  {•nv^ 

I  for  the  whiche  caow  I  lu>a«  done  this,  .  .  .  Consrdetynae  also  that  th«  nrnse 

is  more  familiar  vnto  euery  miLn  than  y  rytn^,  1,  tT«niT  Wat»on liaiie 

nduced  thin  pretcut  Iwke  uibt  our  nuit^riiall  tongue  of  Eiitflyanhe  out  Frenshe 

I  aly»  recjiiMti!  of  my  worahyptull  mdyster  wynkyn  dc  worde  |  thnijjhc  tliP 
i-utyHiiuciit  L-iLhurittoyou  ol  thvexcelleitt  prynce*  Uai)jiuete  |  cfiuteMu  of  Uychc- 
inoiiile  iiniL  iJerliv  |  and  grandame  ^iito  our  raOMt  naturall  aouerayne  lord? 
Kynge  ilunry  y'  VIII  wnomo  Jhcaii  prtjicmc  from  all  eiii-onibruQcu.  ,  ,  . 
Tl   lly  itm   iitiypiit!  we  iimy  viiderntaiidt!   ya  fiilyes  oiid   enoureit   that   the 


mfidayneA^  aru  in  |  by  the  He  this  piuMtiiti;  wwrlde. 


Syth  thul  il.  is  >M)  I 


Wtt  inUHt  «ert:lie  in  lliia  booke,  ttie  whiche  nuy  wel  be  ualtml  tlie  dootrynall  uf 
fodea.  .  .  . 

i  Thu»endi-tli  Uie  shrptw  of  foiilcti  of  tlii*  wurldi?-  Ini|.ryiit««l  at  LoikIikI 
in  fl*te  Bbrete  br  wykvn  tie  worde.  y"  ypre  of  our  lordo,  M,  I'CL'CC.  &  XVII. 
<  The  nvnthe  ycrc  ofy'  rvygne  of  our  souerayiiv  lordu  kyii|jc  Hwury  y«  Vlll. 
The.  XX.  daye  of  Jane. 

<    Op  BBaSRlB  AND  OP  TBETR  TAKTTKfiS.   CA.    LX. 

<   I  vrhicbv  am  a  poorv  alnice  moo 
llaue  (jrelf  fere  lo  t-ncreai^e  lygnage 
Bycauec  tliat  {  uutliyn^i.-  ^vt  ouq 
To  heipe  my  mITp  in  myne  olde  aege 
Aud  uiy  L-hyldron  in  Llidyr  donu^ 
Ooyngc  ntmuU-  fnini  lioorc  to  doora 
Qyue  your  f(otA  almesae  to  tliQ  poore. 

All  vaeobnndeB  |  aud  myghty  heji^ere  |  the  which  gothe  Tje^jprnge  rrom  dorr 
Ia  dorr.  |  ft  nvMh  lytt-ll  or  noit^Oit  |  with  Ihiiii:  tni'n  mini  crcpylW  \  come  rnto 
me  and  I  ahall  ^ue  yoit  nn  almeAHo  aa1iil)«rr>'me*  &  of  grete  vcrtuf*.  The 
ntvndyxniiH  lir  iti  (frr-tc  imiribn;  [  whtrfonj  I  wyll  di-clara  %Tito  you  some  of 
therr  foohrsahe  cnndyryona. 

^leM  fooles,  the  wlutbe  be  soOde  in  theyr  corporal  Wives  |  vryll  noiirT»h 
and  kepe  djrupre  rhrldren  |  I  hyU-iie  fynmf ly  that  tliey  wold  iiol*  Lane  thtyr 
lyuea  in  this  rale  odayenrye  othemyee.  The  m5kee  haiie  thb  myftclivfL'  I  anil 
y»  clerked  alv>  |  the  whiclie  haue  iheyr  coffers  ful  of  preto  rychiMsea  |  ami 
tmtwiuvs,  Nevertheles  yet  they  applye  thcmaelfe  in  th«  otfyue  of  ihc  nicn- 
dycans  |  in  purchiwyiipi'  and  bcggynge  on  euL-rr  sydc.  They"  be  a  Riete  »irt« 
Kplenywhed  with  vnhftppynes,  snynf^  that  they  lede  tlieyr  lynos  in  f!TGt« 
poucrU.'  and  caUmytc  |  &  therfore  they  praye  eury  man  to  eyue  them  tlieyr 
good  altu«aae  1  in  reletue  of  thvyr  puynu  oiid  itiyM^ye.  And  yet  tliey  hane 
goUe  and  i^Iucr  gretc  |  plentye  but  they  will  apeiide  notbyti^e  before  the 


Thii  extmct  liu  beon  kindly  collated  by  Mr.  W.  H.  AUnutt  of  the  Bad- 
L^rary.  This  libm-y  itt  ute  only  public  institutitm  which  cootaioa  a 
of  this  Korce  hook. 

Qaman.  >  Poople  of  the  world- 

Salubmmu,  Lot.  most  b«n«lioial. 


v.i.  --.AX7S  AXD  VAGRANCY. 

■■"  '.•-•  ■.  -.      (      ■:-  ■  r',  '.':.i-<n  crvrXe  hathe  ordevned  ihK  ilzi-*#  ;i  ly 

'■     ,~"-    ■     •    I'.  L  J-     .-;  -.-..:    \i  y  ore  f.^lkes  tliat  poi^j^'deiL  :.  i^— _-    li: 

■   -"  -«  ;    ■   --   ■;  r".  .r  "J..\;  ibvv  Ivne  here  to  the  laud:  tr  .  — t"-~:f 

"      -;;        :^.   .r>::     •.:.-.  »'::iihe  ihyn;^  ia  r>-pht  prwy  -.^  -t:- -r-.  :^. 

S,  ■-  V  - , :      T      -^vl  ':j,r.:.  \z-  ilr.-.fsr*'  of  ihe  poope  iiidypeiit*-      I  r~.   -  r^: 

:'■   :  -    -  "-T  t   T'  :::s     -  's;*     :r>\r.T*     chaiiotift  '  and  cnuent??    t  r  — 'l,: 

'.:.•■  ';.-■.:   -.l::~  .-.i  -:..z'.  :*  -.v. '  }v<««t-ss>-r>n0  ynough  |  vet  or  i  .i-  :■:  "^ 

■  ?-:":  ■:  ■■  tT^  -_■  ■■■-  _-;     ;'-ry  :v  nruer  satrsfyed  with  gr-.-JCTi.     ..•";■" 

'.--  v..  ^  -.    •_>  :    •.  ■■  ■  ;^-^     i-.  ■.  :r  r::  j^'Wue  to  towoe  beiynge  pretc  SirrT-  ~t i 

;  :->T  .  ;■  i:>     -J**-..     •-.  /:  >;  r.-.^lie  i:  «*ile!«  ;  that  it  is  grete  nirr-;-  -    •-'- 

v,  iV  :    :■.   .K    -.,       ■.■■-  >  .'.^T.v.i  c".\st*i^  ihey  make  tbe^in   tv]::,^    ■'  ■.-• 

■j. :  ■■  ■     '■■-,:'.'.  z:-  :-.■   :'::T-     :-  r..-::iy]ii:e     forgot]  knoweth  they  T..^r  i-ir. 

.'  :-.  ;;. ;    .:.•■>..     A-L.:  ly  tr.i*  itocaiiyou  the  poore    nedy  Liii:  i.-: 

'.'  ■•?:  >  ;-■  ".^;T  sTT:  ;:  '.JlT' '> TiOTS  the  vhtche  bereth  relyj-r^:  ■■■  "- 
»■.:";.  ;..:■-  .  j.-.>'«-.v^,  x-*  -.vr;  ;'  "Ke*  for  Jc  yf  they  hane  but  one  j-  ■  r^  --" 
;r,  '.':■.'■'  '.  .r^^  ".':.;;■  v.  .-.-:  '".i-*  :t-  They  gndre  tiigj-der  colde  *  rf.---  - 
tv,iT>  •. '/.  ■-.  '.>ii  ,(--  x-  -,;  ;:\wi.  They  niAke  yepoore  fulket)  lyl^^t  :_■■':; 
fc-.>  ^'.T',.  V:  .I  7^'.  j<  :;■:;>  :  :':-,o  h.->ly  f;hi-Hi!it.>  They  here  the  U-Tir'  :  ^  -_* 
o.ivvi  ".v^".'  i'.-.v.:i  :ri  »';:,ht  ivttuv.viitutv.  i»  dnmyned.  They  .-Le'i  "1; 
1  rt7  .■:"  >.  r--.  .'  '.:  r.  >  ^y.jx  ;";..*:  it  is  of  v  lierdc  of  the  innixeii:?.  .;-: 
■.T  \".  ■.•:■.  ■.■-"  :-i*'i  -v^"  :  :  >v..r.i'  :'  '.ki'^  and  of  vocabonde^  in  thi-'  Tt:.'—.-:  : 
»: ,;'  :-.,U.  \*  x^ "■.,':;  'a  ';.  '.t  . :  aV.  ;heyr  niemWrs  |  &  niyphte  vr\T.i.r  :':-~ 
'.»  -.1*  ":.  ■..!-■:'»  N.'.«.;'.  ?:  ■--'-'^'  '."".e)  i.m  K-jif^j-ujjti  from  dore  to  -irr  ^J• 
iV. ■,-.*■.  :':.<}  wx".  V..:  »irVi  .•«:•:  iv.: .heth  an  olJe  luimntell  |  or  an  .-liie  ^.-'-t 
rt-.l  .■.•',.-■,?*  sv.i  Vy-idith  fonle  doutca  about  theyr  Irj_-w  it 
':v  >.T\.  A-.-..;  .::.:>.  Tvnie*  they  be  more  rj'cher  than  ii;-?.v  :lj.: 
a'.'.:  I ^^.  T/,tv  \  rt  ke  ihvvr  ohyMrenn  membem  in  theyi  >■'  ::*..; 
,:  ■-.,.  :■.  /:■.  ".  ■.;  '::,;v.i'  '.'.w  m.'Tx-  jiyte  nf  them.  *  Tliey  p"  weryLj^ 
:  :'..!>:  '  ,;v.U  ,i:.".  vinuiierfotiyiige  y"  soTvwfuU  ]r,.>L;i 
.'v.  :■  .;4.-.i  ;'.:r.-.'.  .vv.  ft'.iiUKV  rtiid  niflketh  so  well  }^  }"•-'■ 
'.  .r\  -.j  •:  '.:■.:.::  :':<.■  wV.-.J-.o  seoth  thcin  ]  Vnjt  that  lie  is  ai-us^i 
„\  L  :i  ■>:  ^.'.i  :':■:::•.  .i-:  .i!v.;i>.-(,  TV.o  .s  s.>uu'  stMiige  and  jniysaiint  nli.'.:'.^^? 
l' i,  "".:'.  Ml'.'.  ■..  :  ',.':  ,.T\  ';■.;;  1m;o.  as  these  l>ey>:er8  tt^thout  doyii^eoj^ 
i':y  .;i  '.'.:■.  w '■  ■.  ;:  ':v  .l- :. vi  ^ 'iiiiiynu's.  They  be  well  at  eaie  lo  hmi 
i;re;i  lij_-  ?  .;:■  :  "x"!!- iTv;;  :  >  ihf  Ivr.is  i  fur  they  wyU  not  put  noii  niriiy- 
ivi.i-i  :'.,,;:  :  :  :  ':..'..  :'::•.•..:  ; .::  si>:iir  eiinenyiueth  them  |  &  dym-ns  ''ilirr 
Ki;y'iy:  _.  s  ■ :  w:;:,:if  I  I:  ■'.■ii-  '.;n  ('eaiii',  i*  poore  fniiitrke  fooles  |  the  wliithe 
rl'l-rUi  i:;<t:i  th.i:  \:.i'.'::i-  '.:•<  b^.ii-  t.>r  ;.'  ete  j  and  hy  aihientiire  dare  not  aike 
ii-iie  l.T  t^L.iiiw  ill.-  ir.i;i.>i:::  v.:ot\  \\\^'k  wedowes  |  laztirs  |  and  bhude 
iiKii  .iia*  tiiviike  t";iiTo:i  ,  I.r  ir.:i'.y  ye  shall  gyiie  occomptes  byfore  liyin 
lliat  i.ri,-.it>.-d  vs. 

Thk  ii.MsrRi.iSYiE  Mas. 

Oir,-;»  l.-.:h> — 10. 

From  the  '■  '•■i''-r^.'niin.-  Mou"  '  juii'ix'sed  to  have  been  M-ritten  by  James  T. 
on  one  of  his  intii;;ne>. 
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'  Dear,  />.  cher. 

'  A  feather  of  the  Holy  Ohoi>t  ^as  (iciviintod  a  relic  of  the  greatest  repute. 

^  I'-irr*  i'loiiphmnH  fiiyn.  "These  bepet  bastards,  who  are  beggars  by 
nature,  and  either  break  the  back,  or  some  other  bone  of  their  little  ones,  and 
go  begging  with  them  on  false  preteiieea  ever  after," 

•  dn'iri-l'iiii/i'.-M'in.  A  Mm  •i/mcii,  or  betynr  who  wears  the  Kin<.'''e  baJ)^ ; 
aUo  u  lle;;^'u^  with  a  wallet.  By  sinne  of  the  peasintry  in  Loth,  this  term  if 
fttill  uw(i,  but  ftjiifmcd  to  a  }i!ii'(i'>i>'ii,  or  befj^jar  who  wean  the  King'i^  had;^, 


AND  BEOa.UlS  AM)  BEGGING. 
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Sty  iliair,  quo'  He,  ye're  vet  n'ev  yourx. 
AtiiI  liii'  na  Iwirnwi  the  Wj{(pir»  kiiiguo, 
To  follow  me  frae  tnwii  to  town, 
And  cany  tlie  pnV'thiTijie  on. 

Wi'  caiik  •  and  ki-i-l "  I'll  win  your  bread, 
An'l  ■[>iti(lle»  and  whnrlt-ji^  fur  tlicm  wha  need, 

Wiiilk  is  a  pouUu  inidt'  imieed, 
T(t  i-arry  thegubfirlunjiBon, 

m  bow  my  leg,  and  cpouk  my  kriw, 
And  dnvt  ii  bkick  clout  uVr  mv  ej'e, 
A  cripple  ot  iihxui  they  will  rn'^mc 
Vi'hne  v/e  eiiull  ha  merry  and  Binif. 


Circa  1539. 

Fr&m  *■  Ane  JSolyre  of  tlu  thrie  K«(aifii,  by  Sir  Daoid  Lyndtag. 

My  patent  Pardon  ii  a,  yo  may  xe, 
Cum  fra  the  l^aiw  uf  Tiirlnrit-, 

Weill  Kald  with  Dstur-<M;)ieili<i. 
Tbocht  ye  ]ih.ii«  tin  cdritriliuiin, 
Yd  Mill  aavL'  lull  KinisAimiTi, 

Witlj  lifl])  of  Iniikit,  iiiid  licElis, 
IK-ir  is  ane  Mirt,  lanj;  and  hmid  * 
Of  Fiiiti  Miicuull  tht  ritlil  ch«ft  bWid 

With  teith,  and  n)  topidder  ■ 
Of  CotlingV  rnw,  heir  I*  une  home, 
Fivr  rating  o(  MakcnnDal's  cnnte, 

Wftji  sluiiie  into  BiMiidiidcIer.* 
Heir  ifl  ane  cnird,  tnitli  great  and  liin^, 
Quhilk  han^t  Johnu  thv  ArmiBtninj;  :* 

and  prc*nonn<*«I,  according  to  the  erroneona  ortlionniphy,  Gah^lunait.  Teat. 
tirnu,  U/jiifie.  a  loin.  Wi^tc  not  grilerlunyie  so  uiwd  iu<  aprurcntly  to  signify 
h^methinjj  fniin  wbirh  the  nwncr  ia  dt^niiminatM,  it  ui^lit  liave  >jeeD  sUppowU 
that  the  penon  had  his  name  q.  A.S.  tfibeor,  hrmppp,  and  Ian  t'jnua,  i.e.  a  poor 
zneet  ;  or  as  in  the  Ming,  the  jmirr  man- — JoTnitton. 

I  Oihlk. 

«  Raddle.  This  all ud*i!  lo  the  pnicliw  of  fortune-lellere,  who  iMunllynrc- 
tMid  to  be  domb,  Xfi  gain  more  credit  with  ihp  vid^ftr,  a.*  bcinR  deprived  id  the 
onlinary  meana  of  kuowledKv,  and  therefore  have  recourse  to  Kigne  inade  with 
chalk  or  raddl«,  in  onkr  tn  moke  knnwn  their  meaning.  I'he  Ualierlnnyie 
man  prumiMa  %q  win  his  »weetheart'»  livelibcfod  by  tilling  funuut^ — Jamuson. 

'  A  round  perforated  pii-ce  of  womi  put  on  a  spiiidlc. 

*  (if  Fine MumuU  (fie  rujtitlutft  biaia.  Of  F vti- If ao-Coul  tin- prtipfr jaw-bone. 
The  aliiiiiion  i«  obvioiwly  pointed  la  Fimin  afae-Cimikai/,  tii^.  raiiiotio  Kingj, 
tberan  of  Cnmlukil.  Fin-Ufti-Coull  iha  pei^utiogc  whu,  with  the  other  heroes  of 
Owian,  waa  very  bmiliar  tu  the  hii't<jriiiii»  ajid  pcietii  of  Kcothuid,  during  the 
af^  of  Lyndaay,  and  during  »ouie  cciiturieit  bcforu. 

'  Batqvhidiia:  "  A  panah  in  the  W4»t  ol  PertbHbire  :  the  MficCunnulE  were 
•  powrrfnl  dan  in  Lyndaay'a  age  :  bnt  they  lired  chiefly  in  Kinlyre." — Chilnfrt. 

'  JrJtnt  tht  Armiitrati'j.  "Johnny  AruiMruu^,  ihu  wull-known  Bonier  free- 
IjooK-r,  who,  b^  a  great  effort  of  jnstice,  was  hanged,  in  .fimo,  162!>,  neu  Car- 
iviuUiale." — Chalmtrn. 


\ 


\ 


r;»a  VAGRANTS  AND  VAGRANCY, 

{  Of  ^de  hemp  Roft,  and  oonnd  : 

>  t>(i<t«.  halie  peopill,  I  gtand  fnr'd 

^oiu  ^aer  bvia  nacf^t  vith  this  cotd, 

Neidi  atvet  to  be  dioaod. 
Tk«  tfalom'  of  Sonet  Bryd's  Kow, 
Thii  sToatiil  *  of  Sanct  Antonis  sow, 

Qohilk  boir  his  hal;  beU  : 
;)  l^cii  «T-«r  he  be  heuis  thie  bell  clinck 

tiif  BK  aine  dacat  for  till  drink. 
He  mU  oerer  gang  to  hell. 

A  Beooiso  Letter. 

1542. 

{From  -  XoUi  arid  Querui.') 

TW  V-Anr  ■(  Wr.Srf  re«iTed.  as  chaplain  of  a  charch  dependent  on  the 
"Sew*,-*.  iV  IJb.  «!  frvei  the  wardens  and  fellows  of  New  College.  The  letter 
"i\rm  la  :i<ft:  ':l«  iat  e-t  into  debt  for  buildinge,  and  is  under  tbe  necesn'tT 
.-£'  TMwc;-!^  a  nrr  i«n<.MU  tax  on  hia  means.  One  is  glad  to  see  Uutt 
Wjr-.isa  L^-tt-i.-e.  wi^-«i  Fox  paiota  in  very  black  coloura,  had  compasaion  on 
;>-f  Srft  Wil^saia  Har«,  The  date  of  the  letter  is  Feb.  5,  1642.  It  msy  be 
*-.rti  T^-.tiTi:  •!*«  thai  oo  April  9  the  wanlen,  being  on  a  circuit  of  visiution, 

*  ^  '»\*  a:  .-c«  .-£  i»  sua.w  oo  a  apen  and  a  **  poitenana  of  Lamb,"  an  expies- 
'  Kve  »>,;■-■>.  :'.'.3ssra:rt  Exodiu  xii.  9. 

i  \1';  .vrK   T.-  s:t  m:^  honotabol  master  Mr.  Doctor  London  warden  the 

~  N.-«  ^~-'-vV  ■■-  »^^"^-  .Wyver, 

>',  ■  "  -«;  *-..;  (V..:.T^v.»  To  my  lo%ynpe  frvnde  M.  Pj-nchym  thcs  be  dd. 
S^^^->  '  ■"-■■T^-r."  r,.i  .:v«'»  in  al  pw^nt*  preniysyd,  I  hesecheyoi  masterscLepe 
;.  .V  ;i«  rri',  ;■.'.  '.,■  r.-.f  ;v::,^myn^;e  sucbe  charge  as  I  liave  leved  owt  a  ponne 
'  1  ■  vi- >  I.x^Tj:*  h<:t'.  1  havo  eeniie  twj-se  to  M.  Coterelle  the  parcells  of 
>-.  .  :'■*  »>  .>,  .;r*»>:r.  :.'  i\\'i-  ij'-  ijrf.  A  fryday  nexte  I  must  pay  to  the 
.s    .V  .■•  •■?  ::-^  :^v.^;■:-.  Jt  tho  ?uWyilc  of  our  vycarige  here  viijdL  tow'arde  tbe 

J  *\,>  s^'.\  ■  ;  ^aw  s.Ar.:  ;i;j.i..  ur^nent  neceaaite  compellyth  me  to  mautenihepe 

•  »•  .■.-xrv  .:■,•  >   v,  :•■  t.itf  y'  I  h.ive  senile  you  longe  lyve  with  mych  ifeljcjte 
J                                x',!  »;v,v'^  ;>«  >  ^-ViT  v'  ihj-s  yn^tant  tfebniarj-.     Yor  bediiian, 

Will'm  Harse,  pieyst 

M  IS  •.■.,■'•)  m  \  rrsy  y.'>w  content  M'-  Vicar  for  the  repayring  of  hvs  preita 
l.>!j::::j:v  i;.r\  [vuu.;>*  ij*.  iji.  and  I  will  alow  hit  unto  vow  at  y'r  auJ}-t 

\  0^  frynd, 

John  Losdos. 

On  Valiant  Beggars. 

1552. 

Ftv^m  "  ilu-  fourth  A— ii-^'i  vuiiir  h^h  the  Lordes  Prayer  by  the  Right  Reverend 
falhor  ill  tJ.nl  Msiftfr  U\i.:h  Lnluuur  before  the  right  vertuous  and  honouraUe 
lady  Kaihcrini.'.  Puihcase  of  Suliolke."  Auno  1552. 

Rcriplmv  tyiyth  ;  Q'lii"  jtcmt  tr  diaboto  est,  Whosoeuer  einneth  ia  of  tbe 
deiiilt,  whichc  is  a  very  hard  worde  to  bee  spoken,  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  a 
iearvfull  wonl,  able  to  withdraw  us  from  sinne,  if  wc  had  any  feare  of  God  in 
our  liarlca.     Amongest  tlitrPe  may  bee  numbred  all  sloutbfull  peisons,  wbicb 


The  fundament,  tail.  *  The  snout. 
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will  not  tiutiaylfl  fur  tlm-r  lyuingL'a,  thby  cloo  the  will  of  t)ie  deuill.  God 
.LyiltlcUi  lui  to  n^ttt  om-  Ivumii  with  Uil>oiir  ;  tliny  wiU  not  Lnlicjur,  but  j{o 
llBther  about  a  be{>(^n|;.  una  Ppiy'lo  tlif  very  poua-  and  ii«cd>-.  Thei-eforo  euch 
IValiMiuil  Wg^r*  ntr-  Uicetiv-i  b^futK  QchL  Some  of  Llxetii'  vnlviuiit  lulilvini, 
Ivhen  ihey  came  to  my  hotiau  I  cDmmonBd  with  thL-m,  l.nrthenj-ng  them  with 
1  the  traiuigi>»«iuii  of  GimU  lawn*.  In  iinl  thin  k  un:nt  labmir  (wiy  Oiey)  to  nin 
Ffrom  one  tnwiie  to  on  other  to  p?tte  our  mente  I  I  thinka  we  laliotir  as  hard  na 
lotber  men  dgo.  In  siidi  wimv  tlivy  ^u  uWut  Ut  vxciivw  ihcir  viiluwfull  bif^^ivry 
Imnd  thevfery  :  Wt  »»ch  idle  luMmni  nre  iiiucli  deceiued  ;  Furtliey  coiuidtir  uot 
|t£iat  Budi  labour  ia  not  allowed  of  God. 

Tee  FaATEHsm  of  Vaoabokm. 
uai. 

The  Fmlemilye  o/  Vacah-miJit.  Ab  wul  uf  ruflyiiu  VBcaboiide*,  as  of  iHiKerly, 
of  women  ft*  of  men, of  tiyrled  as  of  Knyeii,  with  thi^ir  pniper  uantaii  and  qu/ili- 
tiea.  WiUi  a  dtccripUoti  uf  tlio  Crafty  CotnjJiuiy  of  Cuuauauns  iind  Shiftere. 
%  Wnirnmlo  nlno  ii-  iidinyned  Mie  XXV.  Ortlers  nf  Knuue*  otherwyse  cj»llv<1  a 
QiiarleTTi  of  Ktiaues.  Continued  for  ever  br  <'ocke  Lorell.  Imfrinteil  at 
Loadou  by  lulixi  Awdclvy,  1575  (originally  publiiihed  about  ib&l). 

%    All  Abraham  Man. 
An  Abraham  man  »  be  that  walktth  hare  armed,  and  bare  lodged,  and 
fitynetli  hym  wlfs  mad,  atid  cArwth  a  uackuof  vronl,or  astyiJce  nitti  uJteQ  on 
it,  or  aach  lyke  toy,  uid  nametli  himseue  poore  Tom. 

f    A  Rnfleler. 

A  Ruffider  C"fth  wytli  a  weapun  to  sccke  serolce,  sa^vinB  be  halh  bene  a 
Beruitiir  in  the  wan,  aiid  be^^it^tii  for  IiJjt  ndtHfu.  But  bis  cliiefeat  trade  i«  U> 
robbe  j>oon:  wajIoiiDg  men  aud  mjirkct  woinen. 

^    A  Prygman. 

A  Pri^rn"'"  gocth  with  a  atyckc  in  by»  hand  like  an  idle  person.  IIi« 
pTOiHirtye  ia  lo  elvalw  doulbesof  Ui*  hedge,  which  they  call  storing  of  tlie  Kojp.^- 
tnan  :  oV  el«e  fiilth  I'uiiltrj*,  carying  them  to  the  Alehouse,  whych  tbcy  call  Uie 
Bowsynft  In,  &  thiir  eyt  p'biyiutf  at  uatdeii  aiid  ditw,  tyl  lUut  is  epuut  which  tliey 
hnueko  fyldifd. 

il    A  Wbipiatko. 

A  \Mi>*pia*ke  is  one,  that  by  coulor  of  a  [ounterfait*  Liwnce  (which  they  call 
a  Gybe,  and  the  scale*  they  call  larckee)  doth  vse  to  b(^  lykc  a  Man-ncr.  But 
ha  cbiefeot  trade  is  to  ivili  Bnwlhes  in  a  Faire,  i.>r  to  piuer  ware  from  ataulva, 
vbich  tbcy  col  heatiing  of  the  Bourth. 

^    A  FrB(«r. 

A  fntBT  goetli  vyth  a  Uht;  Linenco  to  ho^  for  some  SphtleliouHO  or  Hiwpttal. 
Tbvir  pn7  is  ccmnioaly  upon  i>uon:  wuuieu  un  they  jjo  aiid  come  to  liw 
U&rbeta. 

%    A  Quire  Bird. 

A  Quire  bin!  is  one  that  came  Utciv  out  of  prison.  &  pncth  to  seoke  neriiice. 
Ht  la  ooQunonlj'  u  atudur  of  Uurvue,  which  tliey  t«rme  a  Vrit^j^  ut  Paulireya. 

f    An  Vpright  Man. 

An  Vprigbt  man  in  one  tlint  picth  wytli  the  tmnchion  nf  a  staflia,  wbicb 
■lafffl  t]iey  cal  a  FJlCrhman.  This  man  ie  of  m  murh  authority,  that  meetini; 
with  any  of  hiu  profmninn,  he.  may  ml  thmii  to  nrtompt,  &  comnuuml  a  ahan.' 
or  map  «-utu  bini  aeUCtOf  «!  tlialthey  hniiegiiiiiedby  their  trade  in  one  mouetli. 
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bcite  then  »  be  melih  <— uiiaJT  to  do.  Be  tn^  mUa  < 
wooas.  «Ucfc  ik^  oD  Ihsiai»  t»  mhw  Ui  tazn&  Ha 
07  sHwkal  wmikc,  ft  o(1mt  — M>itM,  A  b  ant  of  any  to  ba  c 

A  Cnrull  B  Breeh  like  to  Um  Tpi^^  maa,  bot  hjn  uathm 
icnat.  n«  TT«Ui  comtnanlT  tfi  ^  wufa  a  abort  cl£ik<>,  likir  tft 
wnaan  vith  him  in  like  Unoy,  irUch  be  eaUalli  ha  Alihun  i 
ftifihe  be  tiubariot,Bfae  b  called  bt*  Dcaj. 

%    APaUiard. 

A  Palliafd  it  be  that  goeth  in  a  patched  clokr,  and  h^  I 
appucD. 

%    An  Iriah  Toyle.1 

Aa  Itblie  Torle  ia  be  tbat  carietli  lot  wan  in  bjs  wal 
pc^BtM,  and  iticli  like     lie  neth  to  abew  no  ware*  viitill  Im 
And  if  ibe  good  uan  and  wrf^  b«  not  in  tfae  way,  he  proci 
Gc  aeruants  a  fieaee  at  wool,  ot  the  vrottb  oT  zijd.  of  aoms 
penhrortb  of  hix  war&a. 

f     A  lack  Man. 

A  lackeman  ia  he  that  can  wiiU)  and  reade,  and  aomtime 
Tuth  to  malui  cuuiiia^altc  lioencea  which  tbey  call  Oybes, 
in  thair  langiu^e  called  larkea. 

f    ASwygnun. 
A  SwTgman  goeth  with  a  Podlfin  pock. 

%    A  Wuhnuin. 

A  Waahman  is  catliKl  a  Palliard,  hut  not  of  the  right 
Ire  in  the  hre  vriiv  with  lunie  or  aore  1<^  orannea  to  bea.  Tl 
rilliarda  wil  oft«n  tiiiim  Apoile,  but  the;r  tUn  not  vumpIaTii. 
with  Spickwotta,  and  aomtinM  with  rata  bine 

%    ATinkaH. 

A  Tlokard  Icatuith  his  hag  a  sveatang  nt  the  Alehonao,  1 
tlidt  Bowaiug  Iq>  aud  in  the  ineane  aeoaon  goeth  abroda  a  be| 

fl    A  Wylde  Boge. 

A  wilde  Rom  id  lie  tliat  hath  tia  ohidio)^  place  but  b^ 
dliroiie  to  Ijpr,  w  comnionty  t"  "w^lci-  wiimi  Kinaman  of  hu, , 
hjH  coTpomLiun  be  ]ini]>crly  called  Kogee 

f    A  Kitchen  Ca 

A  Kitr-hin  Co  ta  railed  an  ydle  runagate  B07. 

fl    A  Kitchen  Mortca, 

A  Kitchin  Mortea  isa  GjTle,  she  ii>  broWRhliit  her  foil  age  Ut 
lu  Iw  Iirokeo,  and  act  she  1.4  railed  a  Doxy,  vutil  bL«  cuijie  I 
Altham. 

%    PaxicB. 

Note  eapeciall^  all  which  go  abrowle  working  laces  and  ahl 
nnnu  them  Doxiee.  

1  Welah  TrulM,  a  family  or  buiuchold. 
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f     A  PalrUrke  Co. 

A  PkLriarkc  Co  dolb  mako  mnriagea,  &  tluU  ia  until!  duath  deuirt  the 
riul  Mkc,  which  U  aflt^r  UiU  !u>rt :  Whi-ii  tiiay  como  to  n  dead  llonv  or 
ly  dwd  (Jatell,  then  they  sliuke  haud.'i  luid  eo  depart  eaery  one  of  tliem  u 
■"  way. 

5f    The  Oonipany  of  Coawiier*  aiid  Sliift^re. 

UndfT  tWa  head  arc  described  The  ConTEaT  Man  who  with  humble  aaluta- 

I  ODd  low  curt«»7  b^  ou  bvbalf  of  "  Cttrtaiuo  of  ua wliicli  huuo  cuiiiv 

oly  from  the  wars wher  na  we  haue  hoie  welthely  brought  ii[i."    TInj 

lEATorit  or  PiUflEQER.  A  pMri'Miiiiinl  [;amcMt(.-r  diitgiiii>pd  as  a  r(juiiln'in.tu 
rho  with  the  aiil  of  a  Minfedeiate  EliBet«fl  youii^  men  at  taveriir,  niid  Utr  Kivri 
Faujek  wlm  dTu]w  ^'tlt  cupper  rings  in  the  BtnetB  and  cloima  hall' the  oAlimalod 
lae  from  Uie  fiud«r. 

f     The  XXV.  OrdfcM  of  Knaves 

otberwbe  colled  a  quartern  of  Knaves 

with  the  tricks  of  wervaiiU  or  whkh  thn  ruUuwuig  may  «erx-c  a* 

4   Troll  Uozanl  of  Tritrec*. 

Tn>n  hiixard  of  Iritnicr,  ik  hi'  thnt  i;ixi[b  Kupiiiij  after  his  Mnelcr,  hxikinf;  to 
nd  fro  tyl  hf^  hane  Irat  him.     ThLi  Knaue  g<>?th  fp^'^yngf  fthout  lykft  a  foolc  at 
r  toy,  ami  ttiun  ^cc^ki-tli  m  euery  house  lyke  a  31aist«iles  Aag,  and  wLeu 
luster  nedetJi  him,  b«  U  to  aecke. 

6    Olilofiium. 

Ohhxiuinm  ta  h«  that  wytl  take  a  talc  out  of  hiii  Maiatcra  mouth  and  tell  it 
\hhu  Hcllu.    H<  of  ri^jlil  may  be  cullud  u  iiuiiupurt  kiuav. 

A  CaTBAT  OB  VfkRHlVQ   FOB  COMUOS  COBSBTOBB. 

1687. 

nm  a  "  Cincat  or  Wwnlng  ftir  Ootnmcn  Cvnctom  wipirely  called  Vaca- 
«,  H-t  k'lik  by  Ttivuian  Uoniuui,  Biqniere,  for  th«  vtilitiv  and  pruffyt  of  Lis 
ftitttumll  cuixtrey."     1M7. 

ThoiiiiLi  HAmiAn  woa  a  gentleman  and  JnstJce  of  the  Peace  of  Crayford  in 
1  Kent,  a  kpen,  imiiiiring  mcial  i\- fun  tut,  whn  iliiririg  Iwi-iilv  years  cuIli-iUrd 
I  inforriiAtion  regardmg  wandering  vagabnndfi  &oid  tlieiiuielvefi  anil  expu&ed  thuir 
I  tricks. 

He  exptoini*  ia  the  "  Epirtle  to  the  Reader  "  that  he  calls  "  these  Vajpihonds 
f  CoTi^etor!!  in  the  intytclyn^'o  of  my  biKjkc,  u  nmnerca  or  rangers  ahoute  the 
|l!OluiLrcy,  dirriued  u[  tbi«  Uitcn  word  Cnrru." 

In  the  preface  to  this  work,  which  is  dcdientv'd  tn  Kliaihcth,  Coiint««(i  of 

I  BhrKWsburj'.  who  lived  at  Erilh  in  the  next  ptu-iRh,  llarman  wys  :  *'  I  thou^fht 

I  it  uiHiil,  ufeeMKary,  and  my  honndeo  dutve  to  ai:i|Uiiyiitc  your  ^{OffdntM  with  Iho 

I, ahVioiuiuablc,  wvckcd  and   ilvt»tal>lu  i'ldmuor  uf  all   these   rou»ey,   ru^(;<l, 

I  i«)ilil«tni'nt  (if  nikt^hellen,  that,  vndei'  the  pretincc  of  ({tent  misiTy,  dyiwusts,  and 

Other  iiuiumotahli:  culauiitcd,  whiirh  they  fnyiie  thnm^h  (jreiit  hypn<TiMi«,  du 

wyn  and  gayiii^  grwit  uliiiea  in  all  pWes  whtrc  they  wyly  tvauder,  Ut  tlic  vtl«t 

delodinge  uf  the  ^ood  getianiF  ducuHuiiifju  and  intputiurixhingofiiLI  such  poure 

housholden,  1>oth  xicku  and  iote,  aa  nether  can  or  niaye  waike  atirvad  lur 

I  reliffe  and  comforte." 

lie  divides  VD){ub«ndii  into  twenty-tliree  Tarietie«. 
I.  The  RulAer,  or  diacharged  soldier  or  Horving  inan. 

Q  Q  2 


596 


TAGRANTS  AND  VAGEAKCT, 


8.  The  [Tpright  Man,  or  vraDtlenng  artificer  or  Uboani^  nua  addimtl  to 
tbeft. 

3.  The  Hooker  or  Angler,  or  stealer  of  clothes  hy  meaiu  of  a  «taff  vilbi 
book. 

4.  Tlie  Rfwac^fdj^uns  ^  ^nxei  in  Mtich  of*  brother  or  tjimian,  &e, 
b.  T\m  Wild  nociie,  or  beg^  b;  inheritance. 

0,  The  Prisf^r  of  PruncerR,  or  horxe  •U'nlor. 

7.  The  Pnllianl,  or  bom  be^^gar  who  couiiterfeita  aorca,  fte. 

8.  The  Fmtrr,  or  fmiv!u1«nl  colli^ctor  Tor  the  |Kwr  in  3|ntal  houea. 

9.  The  AbTiibuni  Maii,  who  feijiiis  madnos. 

10.  The  Fresh  Water  Mariner,  or  Whipjack. 

1 1.  The  Counterfeit  C^iwik,  who  feij^-iw  fiiokncuB  (AJS.  croM,  near  dealh^ 

12.  The  UoDiuterar,  who  counterfeits  dumboew. 

13.  The  Drunken  Tinker. 

14.  Till:  Swttdd^r  or  PeiUer. 
i:>.  The  Jarkc  Man,  or  coonterfut^r  of  licences  and  writings  ;  nncl  the  : 

orfllijim  iiriiMl.  _ 

III.  Tile  Demander  fur  Glfnimar  (&.&  gleem,  bri^blnea»),  who  pvttw^  I* 
bare  lost  hie  gooda  bv  firu 

17.  The  B«wi]y  Baniket,  or  wonuin  who  goa»  about  vritb  a  basket  or  otfKttt 
on  her  arm,  containing  indocent  liallads. 

18.  The  Aiitcii)  Mort :  u  wonuin  win*  pmlend*  to  \m  married,  and  «tiO))M 
obnut  with  diiUlrfn,  and  pilfers  oluUiea  utT  heii};e8,  &e. 

19.  The  WalkiDg  Mort,  who  eeUs  lacw  and  punes,  aiid  pntendi  to  hart  M 
her  bushand. 

20.  Tlie  Doxy,  or  Harlot, 
fil.  The  Hell,  or  young  wench. 

Si.  7^18  Kynchin  Morte,  or  little  girl  (KinSdimf  babe,  baby), 
20.  The  KjTichen  I'o,  or  Uttb*  buy. 

Most  of  t)ii'«c  vjinuli<«  txx?\,  with  little  difference  from  what  they  veit  won 
titan  thive  kjutubeti  yearn  n^'o. 

Two  of  the  cliLBHcfl  above  mentioned,  the  I^ill}'a^d8  and  the  Domntm 
Hanuaii  8uyi<,  w<.-»  luo&tly  con»tiiuted  of  WeUbnien  ;  and  towards  the  ooaclo- 
lion  of  hifl  work  he  Btntts,  "  There  ia  above  an  hundrcth  Iriab  mtiii  and  women 
ibat  wiuidur  alwut  to  huggfi  fur  thetr  lyvinjj;,  that  halU  come  over  within  tbex 
LwoyeareH.  They  tay  they  have  beene  burned  and  spoylcd  byliieEaikot 
Dvfiaoari" 

TliK  inference  deducihlc  from  Ihia  fitatemcnt  is  that  the  vagranla  in  amiemt 
tiuK's  were  lutyely  rvcruitcd  fnna  Wales  aad  Itclund,  an  infercnee  which  an 
aiiulyu»  of  the  secret  jat^oii  of  the  Beggar  and  Vn^boiid  ptores  to  be  OQtncU 


IT    A  Vpright  Man.    Ca.  2. 

A  T)>ri(>bt  man.  the  second  in  secte  of  this  vneemely  wrte,  niuirt  bo  nezi 
placed,  of  thewr  miut^tn^'c  riLlilcment  of  nucalt-s  ;  some  be  B«niit)(f  men,  arti- 
□cei^  md  hLi>«r>'ri^'  men  tmded  vp  in  busbandry.  These  not  minding  In  {;rt 
tlieir  iTttiii^G  with  llie  itwcle  of  tboir  face,  but  casting  of  all  pay  tie,  wyU  wsiuiec, 
after  their  wycki-d  iiieuilt,  Uirou^h  the  ino«t  ahyrea  of  this  realm, — 

As  SoniRiervet  ohyru,  Wylehire,  Barke  ahyre,  Oxfotde  sbyre,  HaifonleahynT 
Mydililaex,  Eascx,  Suffolke,  Nortlifolke,  SuMes,  Surryc  and  Kunt,  nr  lli«  cheyfe 
nidi  )j««t.iiliyre«nf  reliefe.  Yea,  tiut  wiLhoiitpuTiiiihmentbyirto(;k«s,whvjipingtay 
niKl  tmpriBonment,  in  iiiuat  of  ibcae  {^aoea  abouu  aaydc.  Vet,  not  with  sUud- 
inRu  tbvy  haiiu  so  gQoi  lykin^  in  their  lowed,  lecbuDUs  loyteringe,  that  fntl 
■|iiii-lye  all  thivir  puni^hmcnt^A  la  forgotten.  And  repentaunce  ia  ueuerihougbt 
YIKin  vntyll  ihev  olvmi-  Uiit-t.-  tnM>  wilh  u  laililer,  ,  .  . 

For  yuti  iMiixt  vii(Ii.'TvUii(l,  eucry  lyppl.vng  ale  house  wa-11  neyther  receiiie 
tbvin  or  their  wane,  but  euaie  iiertayoe  buutwe  in  eiiery  sliyre,  (•specially  tir 
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that  purport,  wkt-rr  tlicy  shalW  belter  wtlconio  to  tlipin  tb^D  honeater  nieu. 
For  D>'  euch  luiiiu  thvy  mast  gnyue.  and  xbalbe  connayUe  enhiT  mtu  fume  luft 
out  ol  llic  wave,  or  oUicr  secret  corner  not  commen  to  any  otlier  ;  rtiul  Uketlii^r 
repayrc,  at  iiurLUComi»l  lyuiwf,  their  liarloi:!,  wliidic  thcv  tcnne  Mortes  and 
I>oxe«, — not  with  enity  UiuuIh  ;  for  they  be  at*  skiiriiU  in  pii:kiiig.  rllSliiiK.  and 
filching  as  tht  vpriRiit  men,  anil  natliin^  inferior  to  tliem  in  all  kiml  M  wyi-keil- 
nee,  ma  in  oth«r  iilacvs  Ii^-eaAer  tb«y  »ba)lie  toucbi-d.  Al  Ilif-'v  fiiivtuiydii 
pettinae,  peuiBh  pUeca,  and  vnmannerlv  meelingea,  O I  how  Uie  jKitttn  wuke 
KbuuLl  tltcir  tulkiiiij  tuiiiig<*  tolke  iiL  liuv«.  Ttktty  bowla  aad  buwae  ona  to 
nnollier,  and  for  the  tynit^  bouain;;^  In-Hy  cliet«.  And  after  there  niysticiit  rr^MA- 
lion,  yl  ibtitT  bu  not  n>uiu  y»ouKli  m  thi'  buu»e,  tliej'  hauu  cluutic  atmwe  in 
»oioe  Ibirrte  or  harkehou.it!  iiear  ailioyiiing,  where  they  i:niii;h  cnm'y  Ut  (pither, 
as  it  were  dagse  and  bycbc  ;  und  hu  thai  ia  banlyele  may's  b:tue  hia  chayee, 
vnUfM  far*  lytic  gofMiiiiHiutr  ;  winiu  wyll  t«k(^  lln-n.!  ciwnv  UinL  the  y  huue  mads 
pmmyae  nnto,  iintvlt  th4>y  Lei  out  ofBigbtfUndlhi'-n,  a<:cording  to  theoldodjiget 
"  out  of  mindv."  Vet  tliottcvpri^hl  iiivn  xUnd  »o  much  vpon  their  rcpatation, 
ILB  they  wyl  in  nn  case  hfiiiB  their  wenien  walke  with  tWm,  but  iteperrtt  th*iu 
Beluis  for  a  tytut^,  a  tuouvth  or  uioi«.  And  mete  at  Iayre9,  or  ^real  iiiarketa, 
where  they  met*  t»>  pylfcr  and  Ht«iile  from  sUiih-*,  Aboppo*,  or  butht-*.  Al  tht-sc 
fayive  the  Tpri^ht  meu  vae  cuioniguly  lo  lye  and  linear  in  bye  wny«e  by  lanvx, 
tome  pKty  w«y  or  dUiUiinre  fn>m  the  place,  by  winch  wayt-a  they  be  onaiired 
that  compeny  pasaeth  atyll  twu  anil  I'ro.  And  ther  they  wvU  desiuund,  with  utp 
in  band  and  coiuly  t:tirti.«y,  tbe  deitotion  and  chnrity  of  titopoapla.  They  hau« 
ben  iimcli  Uudy  whypped  at  ta-yn.  Vf  they  aake  at  a  eloul  yeimiDS  ur  fanniirfl 
bouM  his  chiirity,  they  wyll  cot  stronK  M  tnrc  or  fonre  in  a  cumjmDy.  Whera 
for  fisrv  uiotv  then  ^njd  wyll,  they  ultvii  haue  ndief& 

I  If    A  IH'&    Cup.  4 

'  Other*  th«re1>ee  that  walks  sturdely  nlwut  the  coimtrcy.  and  fuiueth  to  scko 
a  hruthor  or  kinsman  of  bi«,  dwolUdj;  »nthin  som  pfLrt  of  iht'  ahire  ; — ether  tliat 
In  bath  a  li>ttvr  tu  deliuer  to  som  lioui»t  huu^hufder,  dwi^Uinj,'  out  uf  on  othur 
Shyte,  and  will  ehewcyou  the  same  fay  re  waiied,  with  thii  juiiMrrHcripljon  to  tlie 
partyc  hv  Bpuikvtb  uf.  bi-caitse  yuu  ebjil]  uut  lltiukt:  him  to  ninne  idelly  abuiit 
the  comilrey  ;  either  banc  they  this  ahyfl*,  they  wyll  rjiry  n  d rtititniti.-  or  pa*- 
port  about  them  frum  eoiii  luHticia'  uf  the  nvucd,  with  hh  hand  and  eeale  vntn 
tlic  tuLOie,  howe  hi'e  hath  bene  whipped  and  piiiii!>hi^l  fnra  vacHhondv  acconiin^ 
to  the  lawes  uf  tbia  rvaliue,  and  that  he  uiufll  return  to.  T.,  whi^rii  be  waa  home 
or  bnt  dwelt,  by  a  cert«yite  ibivi';  lyniiU'd  in  the  name,  whithe  abalbe  a  K'^'d 
loBge  dave.  And  all  this  byned,  bycAUF^e  ^-itbmit  fonre  tbr.y  wimble  wvckcdly 
wonder,  atid  wyll  renu«  the  Muue  when:  or  when  it  pleaaethe  Lhem ;  for  they 
bane  of  tlteir  attinity  that  van  vrryte  and  read. 

II     A  wyldc  Rot,'c     Cap  B. 

A  wiMfl  Ttoce  ir  he  that  is  borne  a  Rnee  :  he  is  more  subtil  and  more  ctucn 
by  nature  to  all  kitidi-  of  knaupty  tbvn  the  other,  as  bcoelely  begotten  iu  Imrne 
or  bii»hes,  and  from  hia  infftnrye  traded  vp  in  trethery  ;  yea, and  before  ripunc* 
of  yeares  doth  peruiyt,  wul]owiog«  in  lewde  Ucbery,  bat  thai  in  ouuiiied 
anioo)(eBt  lb«m  iiosin. 

I  once  rebukins  a  wyldrogiQ  becau.'ie  h«  went  idully  about, be  shewoilmc  that 
he  waa  a  bejfger  i>y  enhi-ritoiLce — hia  Uiundfalhei  wiut  a  begger,  hia  faliier  waa 

ra,  and  he  mtut  ue^les  be  one  by  good  rvaaon. 
IT    A  PaUyonl.    Cap.  7. 
Faitfaer,  vnderatand  for  trouth  that  the  worst  and  wickedst  of  all  thi«  hewrtly 
((DttuaUon  ar«  ectme  compomble  to  Ihuse  pmtint;  Fallynnlea.     All  for  the  most 
ItliMe  wil  either  lay  to  their  iRgn  au  herb  called  Spi-nwort,  cytber  Arsnicke, 
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whicb  u  called  RatwlmRe.    Thw  nalure  of  this  Spereworte  vyll  am  i  ~ 
blister  ill  a  iiiubL  upon  Uk  iHiiituUat  put  of  hixbody  ;  and  if  tbcaunebc  ; 
•way,  it  wvl  dry  vj)  againe  and  no  luimip.     But  this  Areiiicke  will  to  ; 
tbe  aonw  icggfi  or  non,  tliat  it  will  eiicr  after  be  incurable  :  thia  tbcr  >: 
gutw  and  tolw  pitied.    The  nuMt  of  thcM  that  wolke  about  be  WalchiL 

^  AFm«r.  Cap.  6. 
Some  of  lh«w  Pnilen  wile  caiy  blacke  boxw  at  their  Ryrdel,  whw  in  tJ*f 
btiiit:  a  briefe  of  the  Qae«ni!8  Ruiieftiea  letters  iMtentoA,  {^nen  to  racb  po"n 
f'ltiili'liouKe  for  the  reliefe  of  the  poo«  there,  » tnche  bnefe  is  x  coppir  a  tk 
L'Ufnt  pHtimtes,  and  vtletly  faitted,  if  it  be  in  paper  or  in  parduneot  witlwi 
the  graat  seale. 

^     A  Freabe  Water  MarineT  nr  WTiipiacke.    Cap.  10. 

These  FrMfavater  HarinnTs,  their  itlupes  were  drowned  in  the  pUjiecf 
SallabeiT.  Tbeae  kjmde  of  Cutcrpillera  couuterfei  gi^at  bMMS  on  tluHa; 
th«M  MA  aODLD  Wealera  men,  and  tD<«l  b£e  Itieha  nun.  Thne  vyW  rem 
abont  the  cotmtrej'  wyth  a  oouiitcrfeL  lyceoce,  Cayniage  either  sh%'pwnKk^  at 
vpoyled  1^  Pyntei^  nenre  the  coaete  of  Uimwall  or  DeiMmihyni,  and  nt  a  ittit 
at  name  ]ihuuu  luwiif-  th«tK,  liiiiirnui>  h  Wrgt  and  foriuall  wrii'Liti|n,  a*  it  atxM 
Miyd,  wiLli  the  Euiin^a  and  fieales  oiaufihe  men  of  worsfayppo,  at  ute  loHle  ban 
or  fine,  a«  dwnlhUi  ii«iu« or  dvxI to  thtt  pUiM  wherv  tlit<y  fuyne  thi^ir  ])Ui<Il»j!' 
And  nuare  to  those  Hhierea  w>'ll  they  not  DC!gge,TntyU  thcv  come  into  WrUhm. 
ilamshyre,  IWkentiyre.  Oxfurdshrre,  Itarronlnhyn-,  ZbtiddvUez,  sn<l  to  to 
Loudun,  and  downe  hy  the  ryver  to  u-i-kt!  fiir  thi>.ir  shyppe  and  gooda  tlut  Uir; 
iieiier  luide  :  thvn  |iu(w  Uiey  throuifb  Surrey,  iiomvx,  by  the  aea  coit«h  ladw 
into  Kent,  deioAiinding  almu  to  bnng  tfaem  home  to  their  ccmntty. 

IF  Sutuctyoie  lhey«ounterf«ttheMaleof  tbeAdmintltic.  I  have  divan  tfac* 
taken  a  way«  (rom  tliem  tljeir  lycencea,  of  both  wirte*,  wjtU  such  niMuf  w 
tliey  hftiie  gatherctl,  and  tinuc  oonUacalcil  the  aatne  to  the  pouerty  nigh  adiofn- 
iii|{e  to  me.  And  they  wvll  not  beelouge  with  out  another.  For  at  a&y«  good 
towue  tJiey  wjll  rcocwo  the  aame. 

IT     A  Countcrfct  Cratikc.    Cap.  11. 

Maajr  of  these  do  ko  without  writingcft,  and  wyll  go  holfe  nakod,  and  ImIm 
nioNt  ]iiLi(>iiaIy.  Andif  anv  cluthc*  Ix.*  ^'<.'tivii  (hviri,  ihry  imniediatly  mU  tht 
auuie,  for  wears  it  tht;y  wvll  not,  becnufe  they  would  lii-e  tlie  more  pitied,  tuJ 
weiut!  fyltby  clotlie*  on  thrtr  bt-Ades,  and  neuer  ff*  without  a  p^<o>'e  of  wbyu 
Bupe  alijut  iliein,  which,  if  they  Rt%  cauac  or  pTe«enl  gaine,  they  vyU  pooeh 
coiiuey  tliK  (mme  into  their  mouth,  and  no  worke  the  same  Lhvrv,  thai  thcj  vj" 
fume  nH  it  were  a  Boon-,  ami  ni(LnieIou«ly  for  a  tynie  tonnent  then  tdam; 
aikI  thus  deceiue  they  the  common  people,  and  ^yat  much.  TbeK  hut 
cominonly  their  liatlotHa^  the  othur. 

T  A  Doiumsrar.  Cap.  12. 
TIic»e  Poiiimeram  are  leud  and  most  subtyll  people :  the  tnoete  part  of  tkw 
are  Waltrh  men,  and  wj'llncuerftpeake,  vuleattiuey  luue  extreame  pnniBliis»t, 
but  wyll  t^pv,  and  with  a  manielous  force  vyll  holu  dowse  their  tounei  doubM, 
groning  Inr  your  cliaryty,  and  holdin);  vp  their  handea  full  pitiotuly,  eo  tlut 
with  their  deepe  diB&imulation  they  get  veiy  much. 

H     A  I>ronken  Tinckar.    Cap.  13. 

These  dronkcn  Tyncker*.  nllcd  also  Pryg^  be  beaiitly  people,  and  iImk 
yong  knauee  be  the  wumt.  These  nenvi  go' with  out  their  Doxws,  and  yl  tli«r 
women  haue  anyv  thing  abont  tlu-m,  e^  apparcll  or  lyiin«n,  that  is  wortk  tbv 
selliog,  they  lay  the  Boioa  to  gage,  or  sell  it  out  right,  for  bene  bowH  at  tkar 
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liow9ii[iij  ken.  ....  For  b««yilisi  iiiuney,  he  iDoketh  for  itiimtv  mid  driiUce  for 
doin^;  his  djuie  pleasure.  For  yt  ehu  uavo  tbree  or  foure  holed  in  a  pan,  bvc 
vty\[  uiukc  nM  ttiany  muro  fi>r  sj>etty  jjuiiie. 

^    A  Urke  Man,  and  a  Patrico.    Caji.  1& 

Tor  u  muclt  m  tliCM  two  ruim««,  a  l&rkvnLiin  and  a  I'alrico,  bve  in  the  old 
IniefB  of  Tunfamids,  iind  aet  forth  b»  two  kyndui  of  ciiil  doi-n,  yo\x  ahnll  vndu-- 
Mbuide  that  a  larkmiuiii  haUi«  his  name  of  a  larke,  which  is  a  eciilu  iii  their 
Ijiinpiagit,  am  our  should  tnakcMTitingCAandsctiL-aliftfurlrccncMariii  piit>p(>rt«. 
And  tin  trouth  tli^ru  u  tmii«  that  >;D«th  aboate  the  cuuntr>.-y  of  tliciu  that  can 
tytlier  iirr>-te  so  good  and  fayrn  a  hand,  cither  indite  so  Immedly,  tt-  I  liawu 
fvue  anH  hani)«l>^a  Dumber  of  them  :  but  haue  the  wme  mudu  in  piud  towoiia 
where  they  come,  lu  what  can  not  be  hnddc  for  money,  m  l!ie  {>r<>u«rbe  Myth 
(••  Omnia  vi:nniia  Koine  ")  a.tid  maiiye  huth  c^/iif^'Hscd  Llio  Nuiio  I'l  lut. 

Now,  also,  thi^rc  la  a  Pjtrko,  and  not  a  PalTiarcho,  vihich  in  their  langtia^n 
u  a  pritrst  that  ehould  iimke  marriafips  tyll  duuth  dyd  dc|)art ;  but  they  haue 
none  MUch,  1  ara  well  lUdured  ;  £>r  I  trut  y<>u  out  of  doubt  tliat  imtonv  amonnivet 
a  huiidruth  of  tbvm  an:  iimrii^i,  for  thuy  lake  lechery  for  no  &iniic,  hut  natunll 
felluwaliyp  and  good  lykiiig  loue. 

1     A  I>emauiidar  for  Olymmar.     Ca)>  16. 

Tliaie  Denuanden  for  glymmar  he  for  the  mostc  patt«  wcmen ;  for  glymmar 
in  their  latiguage,  is  fyre.  Theee  goe  wiUi  &yned  tycenco)  and  couniurrsyted 
untingB,  kauing  the  hand*  and  tealea  of  sndic  ;;ontl»mcn  an  tlirelli^tli  iiere  li> 
Iht:  place  vhei«  they  fayne  them  sclueB  to  haue  b««a  burnt,  u.iid  thtir  goods 
c«nj<uniL-d  with  fvrc  Tht-v  wyU  nii'»t  himciitabli:  di^iuaundu  yuiir  iharilie,  ami 
wyll  tjiudtlye  tJied  salui  tcates,  thty  be  no  tender  hartvd.  Thuy  will  uaucr 
b^{e  in  ttiat  Shii;re  whtire  their  louses  (aa  ther  tAy)  yr&B.  Some"  tA  iheae  goo 
with  alatca  at  their  l)ai:kcii,  which  ia  a  ahu-ete  to  lye  in  a  ni^hLtut.  The  vjiri^hl 
tocu  be  very  familjan;  with  Ihatt  kyudu  of  wuiuuo,  and  one  of  Ih^m  helftw^  iiii 
other. 

U    A  Bawdy  Baakot.    Cap.  17. 

Tbeae  Bawdy  tia*ki-t«  bu  nlao  wenit-n,  and  go  with  buketa  and  Capcoaea  on 
Uteir  amiM,  when*  in  thi:^y  hitue  \ai:t»,  pynnea,  nudloi,  whitQ  ynkell,  ami  mund 

3 Ike  g>nlleaof  al  couluun.  Thwii  wyl  bye  cotiiit;,v>kLiii>,  luid  stcalu  lineu 
athcs  of  on  hbd^^iM.  And  fur  their  triflL-s  tht-y  wil  pnicurc  of  mayden  BeniantA, 
wIku  their  myaliva  or  dn:n«iA<mteof  ilieway«.eith<:rvLinii:  guodpcvco  of  b^v, 
baken,  or  cb^ew,  that  ahalbc  worth  xij.  pons,  for  ii.  pens  of  their  toyea. 

H    A  Walking  Mort.    Cap.  19. 

Theae  valkinge  Mnrtea  hee  not  niaryed :  these  for  their  nhappy  vearet  doth 
Doaaa  AotetD  Mortv,  and  wyll  siiye  their  husboudeediedeythcr  atNewhaucii, 
Iwiand,  nr  in  atjrne  tK.'niire  of  the  i'ririro'.  Th<»c  niake  lacea  vpoii  »taue«,  ami 
puraes,  that  they  cary  in  thvir  bauds,  and  wtiyle  valUnce  for  bi!ddi.-c.  Alanyu 
of  theaa  bath  hadde  and  haue  chyldnn  ;  wiicu  thc»c  got  ought,  dtWr  with  beg* 
ging,  bychery,  or  br>-bery,  aa  money  or  appoivll,  they  are  ([Uickly  Hhiikeu  out  uf 
all  by  the  vprijiht  mm,  tliat  lh«y  are  in  a  nurueluus  Juare  to  caiy  aiiy  tbiuge 
abvu'ie  them  that  is  of  auy  valure. 

A  Doxe.    Cap.  SO. 

"Then,  fjTmlc  tell  lue,'  ijiiuth  I,  "  bow  many  vpright  men  and  Rogfs  dost 
thou  kiiiiwv  or  buat  thou  kiiowiit:  ami  byii  rotiiii-ntjiuni  with,  and  what  their 
Bauee  be  V  Sho  paueud  a  wliyle,  and  Hayd,  "  why  do  you  attke  me.  or  whvru- 
forw  I "  "  Flit  nolhiiige  e\a,"  as  I  aavilr,  "  Iml  tbnt  1  woiibl«  kuowe  them  whwi 
thi-y  came  to  mv  gate."  "Nowc,  by  my  trouili  (tjuuth  ahe)  "then,  arc  yea  ncacr 
the  ncan^fofulliuytieaciinuynlauiico, foi  tlic  tuokte  parte, ana d«adfit"    "Dead!" 


-J» 


VAGEANT3  AND  VAOKANCT. 


qaotfa  I,  "bom  dyed  they  ;  far  wantoof  ffaernhin^,  orof  pArn<-rTill  duok 
Then  the  itiabed,  and  nyde  they  were  lunged.    "  Whit,  >U  f "  ijuitth  1,J 
to  manye  Wttlke  «br<wl«,'u  I  dayelye  we  J "    "  By  my  tranlh,"  i|t»otJn 
kflowo  not  pute  idx  or  eenen  W  their  TiAmea,"  <nd  tuuned  the  n 
"When  were  they  hnnged  1"  qnotn  I.     "Someseaeti  yearea  a  oniw,  i 
yeaKA,  and  some  within  tliis  fortnit^ht,"  and  dectAred  the  puee  wk 
wearu  extM:tited,   whioh    1   knewc  well   to  bee  true,  bv  the  report  ofi. 
"Why"  (quoth  I)  "dyd  not  this  sorrowfull  and  fcAn-fitJ]  e.i;;ht  (nnch^ail 
and  tCr  thy  Ijiiie  lonfte  and  vuyll  »peiit  i "    "I  wa»  »(>ry'  uuvtb  "htje. ' 
UAKse  ;  for  some  of  them  wvtv  j^ood  lining  men.     For  I  lockt  not  *i 
had  itf  nnd  ther  wanlud  not  wjieu  I  had  It,  and  diii«n  of  ihiaii  I 
rrtrwikif,  vntvU  tdu  Uallctwet  departed  va."    "  O,  niereyl'all  Ood  !"  iiaoth  I,  J 
bej^n  to  hUffie  mc.    "  Why  lleBM  jal "  quoth  ahu.    "  Alaa  I  good  j^f 
eu«ry  ooo  mtuit  hau«  a  lyrinj^e." 

%  Tfieir  Vmk«  in  th<j  XighL     Oap.  34. 

Now  I  thinke  it  not  vnn«cnwar>-  to  niftki:  the  Render  vndnstand  Haw  m1 
what  manor  they  lod^  a  nights  in  b&rneii  or  backe  bou»ee,  and  of  thci 
thi^re,  for  aunuch  as  I  haue  acqimynled  them  with  tbcir  order  and 
day  limia.  .... 

Vet  hnti«  we  two  notable  plac«a  in  Kmt,  not  fare  from  London  :  the 
hetwenc  Detrorde  and  Ruthen-d,  callen  tlie  Kynftea  bame,  tdmudiugali 
thvy  haunt  vomraonlv  ;  the  other  in  Ketbroke,  standing  by  blacke  hei 
a  tnyle  frnm  anyc  lic>u»c.  Tlitrc  wvll  they  buMlyu  drawe  the  lAltha 
doore,  and  i^ty  in  u-hen  llie  guiHl  tiinu  wttli  hyn  Enuiyly  be  at  9iup|><>f,  audi 
dowDC  without  kniuD,  and  «ite  and  drinke  witJi  them,  and  cither  lye  in  the  hi 
by  the  fyro  al!  iiii^'lit,  or  in  the  liarm-,  if  ther*  li^  no  mnie  in  thi-  hotiv  (mllM 
ir  the  doore  he  eyther  bolted  or  lr>ckt,  if  it  be  not  opened  vnto  them  when  tb 
wyl,  they  wyl  hrcake  the  wnne  open  to  hla  farther  cuet.  And  in  thulaa 
pometyue  do  lye  xl.  vpriglit  uirn  with  Lhvir  Doxm  togeUier  at  one  tiuuL  Al 
thi«  must  the  jioore  Farmer  eiifTer,  or  ela  they  threaten  him  to  bnme  him, 
all  that  he  hath. 

narman  died  at  May  Place,  Cniyfnrd,  June  22,  I66SI.     Hia  Work  vras: 
warda  plBgiariacd  and  n^proditceil  without  Rcknow1e<lf:rn<'jit  in  the 
of  ttwMMf-CVrfcAtw7,  1592 ;  The  Hftitwtt  of  London  by  Thnmtui  l>ekker,  II 
oad  in  tno  QUMsary  attached  to  the  EngUnh  Bogne,  by  Richard  Head,  U~~ 


CHAPTER  XiX. 


EXTRACTS    FROA[    VARIOUS    AUTHORS     ILI.USTRATIXO    THE 
HABITS  AKiJ  liMrOSTURES  OF  THE  VAGRANT  ANI»  BEOGAR. 

1610—1700. 

SAmriL  RonXAKDB,  Slang  BcRgftm'  aoARii  (ifllO)— Sib  Thokab  Ovkhbttrt, 
A  Tiiikvr  uiiitt  u  Cuiilin^  Kn^e  (mi6)— Bkij  Ju.VBctH,  The  Mnnque  of  the 
(Ivjwiea  Me:t«iii(jr|)honi?(l  (1I<2I)^.Iohn  Fr.KTCHKit,  Thi-  B^KKure'  Hii<>)i 
(1B2SV-Tlii5  Sonj;  of  ilm  Bifj^ar  (l&i!*)— The  Cunning  Northpm  B^mrt 
(laaa)— RiCHjiRn  Hhou^  a  J.ivittI  Crew,  or  Iho  Mi-rry  BfKgnr»  (1641)— 
The  Begpm'  Chorus  in  llit  Jdvial  Otot-  (IimI)— The  Tinker  and  the 
IJ«-j5jpu-  (1661)-— Richard  Ueah,  Meritwn  Lnlruun,  a  Complete  llistorj*  of 
the  tnoRt  Eminent  Cheats  of  botli  Seies  (16f;5) — The  Jnvinl  Crew  or 
Bemui^  Bush  (1671).— SupjilfHientary  Verws  iii  thw  .Tovi«l  C^w,  fltyte4 
thcB^gKai'*  Bung  (17011), — Da»iel  DsroK,  The  Complete  Uendicaut 
<I691>). 

SLAKQ  Ce<QG Alts'  &ON<lB. 

IfllO. 

From  Martin  Mnrk-nll  hU  ApologiK*  to  the  Bul-inftn  of  LonJon,  hy  Samuel 
SuwUndn. 

1  Canyson.    Tourt  nu!'  ben  morti'd:  tmore 

Fiyr  nil  thi  Hmiu  emus  '  are  hiAtjii  a  heaike  • 
And  Ou  quirv  cmtts''  iippt  th*  loMTe." 

The  qrtirt  coim  an  bud^d  ^  to  the  botoiitg  ktn  " 

A»  liftmdt/ 'm  a  ball, 

livl  if  m  9jnd  "*  tw  M'j(i  bt  rbfi  " 

Ai*d  tarritd  to  the  quirtxti  kuil.'^ 

Ota  tnid.jd  tlu!  Voue  of  t)ui  Km," 

With  a  Ixn  fiUch  ^  •  ta  hi*  a  uarr  'nu  " 

Tkat  did  the  pritj^j  '•  i/ood  Uuti  huitgd  "  in  t!u  kiti/nu. 

To  tours  the  Cotie  bfuli/e  alar'me. 


*  OoimI  ineiJ. 
*  Run. 


*  Look  about.  *  GivkI  girbi. 

*  Feuse  officers.  '^  S&m  the  money. 

*  Nimbly.  >»  .SpiLil,  "  Wtiinin-.l. 
"  QiLtulitr  nf  the  h«Ufle.       "  Stulen  booty.      '^  Ar 


*  Ulin  nnny. 
*  Alehouwi. 
"  Prison, 
w  Ttii«f.      "  Oot 


eon 


WGTlAKrS  AVD  VAOfiANCY. 


Hut  how  I  will  itlinw  vnu  vrhitt  i  lit-Jinl  nt  Knoiii-vtnjot,  drinking  then  i 
[>ut  of  English  Ale,  two  Muutuleta  borne  uid  bred  vp  rogues  wooing  in 
iiHtiuo  liuiKttJt>;«. 

2  Cantpon.    0  Ji*n  mart '  mil  tltou  pad  '  with  mt 

One  imi  iiate  *  Aalt  term  loth  Out  A  ifM, 

&Iu  rafter '  <inii  Vummuuitm^  thail  tern  ms  both  to  maunJ ; 

i/y  hatujf  f>iy  lavre,''  de  fanMk^  ikaUa" 

£3mU  be  at  f/iy  u/mnHtmid. 

0  Ben  (Vi(4*  thai  may  r\ot  b«, 
h'ur  l}uAi  hiut  AA  A^iUm  mart "  icSa  ever  that  u  Ae, 
If  thai  ifis  mre  lUad  A  hin^A  to  hit  loni/  h'W," 
rAcn  wmIiI  I  jMiii"  uiit'  tiiduiuf  "  with  Ihte, 
Andwuy  and/on  thejibb,^* 

0  bni  mart  CattU  oui  it  Tomn 

H'htn  ^i  tA«  Raomt  ana  dapae  that  iw  may  Ito  tht  Umn  ; 

Hla u« haM$  tipt  th*  tmm"  A/tntt  awuy  Iht  dtUU '^ 

Then  Ungt  mb)  the  botaiug  ken,*' 

Thai*  eiit"tht Bebm  SmiU 

BtU  0  btfn  eouc  Kiai  tfvehi  elgd^ 

Lvns  may  vxfoUt "  A  ntp"  tU  iatt  tM  AiU  Ire  wpytd. 

If  lluit  in  U  tpUil,  U  then  htgitu  our  WM^ 

With  tht  Jiarman  btakt"  oHi  aad  ata$ 

To  H-'hiUington  *>  we  ytw. 

Stow^  yoar  vMdu  *>  A  nfant,**  and  «bid*  no  man  nf  that, 
Sudg  a  btak*  ih«  Orawmdf  *'  A  tip  torn  tn(A  tAy  pmi* 
Iftrryniitg^  thou  doul  fearer  Ihtru  tier  vili  foUl '"  a  /on,** 
Then  tntu,  and  vrap  and  trnnefor  mt, 
A  ijav  pgek  "  in  Ihf/  jfan.'* 

Alt  they  vfre  ihnit  after  a  ntmnge  nuiner  «  wooing,  in  comes  bjr  thi 
cl(iij|i«r-()n4l)ieon  ^  fur  u  iiinte  uf  alt<,  who  jut  eooiieas  be  wot  spied,  tlicjF  left  < 
tbtir  ro(;ui«h  poclry,  lunf  fell  to  mockc  the  pooie  maunder*  intu  :         _^ 

The  ("liipjitr  dwjtt/n  lie*  in  the  ikipper^ 

lie  ilttiti  ttot  nitiu  aat/or  thitwie. 

But  Klten  ht  binjfu^  iMtt  ht  due  budif*  to  tha  Oiggar^ 

Tiap  "*  in  »»!f  »keK  "  jjoorf  dame. 


t  G'Mxl  weudi.  ■  Go  on  tbe  hifibwsy.  *  SbMt  *  CImk. 

'  Shirt.  *  Purac.  '  Money.  •  Rin^  •  Quod  nttu. 

»  Wife.  "  Oowe  to  ber  long  home  «  TniveL  "  Hw. 

"■  Take  iho  lili>w.        '*  i^ttized  3ie  money.       •*  Slewed  away  the  dutbct. 
'•  Go  we  U>  llie  alebouw-  "  C^lod.  '»  Pick  pocket*. 

"  Cm  pnrwi  »*  Oonatable, 

1  Newj^utv,  «<>-»1icd  frcm  the  famous  liOtd  Mayor,  who  left  a  be<iiiaat  fix 
relinilditig  •Jiu  gaol.    Tbix  building  cxiMcd  Ironi  \4ii  to  ll5tM5. 

»  CVasc.  «»  Wonla.  «  Hide.  »  SpMk. 

»  Uim  away.  "  tledye.  »•  Ituttock.  »  Uanuiiu}. 

»  Pick.  "  Purse.  «  Bitcoroat.  *•  Uoutb. 

»  Br^i)^  with  n  intchvd  cloak.  ^  lJ«ggar.  **  fiara. 

"  Gtla.  »  Runs.  »  Door.  *»  Ponr.  «  Oup, 


I 


I 


From  Cliaractera  or  Witlv  Beecriptwiis  of  th«  Prupertic*  ot  auudry  Pcrsoni, 
l»y  Sir  Ttiuiuas  Ovurlmry,  KiiL 

Overbm;  claimB  Uic  distinction  of  ht<ins  the  enrlicsl  n-rititr  of  eliiimctcn 
wliiclt  Ihix  ouuutry  can  bt>a>fU  Vvw  works  oavu  beeu  mure  po|)ular  ibau  tlie 
dunactcn  ol  Uverbury  and  Ubliop  Earle. 

A  TiNKHH, 

The  ooraponion  of  his  trnTvIs  u  tomn  fouk  eunnc-humC  Qumnc,  thnt  «nce 
tlt«  t«rril>te  (lUitute '  ivcaiittid  ^'p!<i>»Die,  and  la  l«niiml  pt- >lti;ru>4e.  Hq  rulfcIicb 
lie  all  over  England  with  hia  bag  and  iinpi^'age ilea  obacrvce  tnily  lliu 

'  lUtatet,  and  tLerefore  be  cuu  mtLvj-  (Avalti  theu  Wgge,  iu  whiuhu  hf«  in  uiiris 
■uoveabty  conatant  in  Hpi^ht  of  wbipn  or  imiinBomueut :  and  »o  a  Htrong  eiietiiy 
V>  idlciiusH-,  tliAl  iu  iiu-iidiiiK  uni;  hole,  he  tind  rntlior  iiiuku  Lhntu  lliuii  want 
worke,  aud  vrhmi  Iic«)ih11i  dune,  hee  tlirovren  the  uallcit  uf  Iiih   faultii  )>e]iiiiil 

tluiik  ....  To  cuuuludo,  if  ho  staitc  Tyliuni  uiid  Banbury,*  be  dies  &  beggar. 

i    A  Cantinii  R<kiub. 

Hi  not  nnUkelv  but  be  vaa  begot  by  eoni«  istetlii^ncer  uiid«r  a  hed^e  ;  for 
hia  Blind  in  wholly  given  to  tnivcll.  lite  is  not  ttoubk-d  with  tnakinK  of 
jqyuturu«  :  he  cnu  divort»)  tiluuwlie  without  the  fee  of  a  proctor,  uur  fviunt  lieu 
tlie  cruelty  of  over-aeen  of  hia  will.  Hee  leavea  hin  children  all  ibe  world  to 
cant  in,  uiid  all  tliQ  pttopla  to  timir  futliuxv.  Hia  lanruagfl  u  a  coiieljint 
tongue  ;  tli«  Ndrtiiariie  speet'h  dilFent  from  theSoutli,  WkWi  fronillieCnriiwib  : 
but  oLtitiuK  i»  gcnenill,  luir  ever  iruuld  he  nltt:n.-d  by  c>ini|ni\'«t  of  tlifi  Sux/ia, 
Dane,  or  Nonnan.  Uu  will  ]iut  bc^  out  of  hia  limit  though  fa«Q  starve  ;  iior 
braako  hi«  o«tli  if  bi*  nweaiv  by  bin  hVi/onmn,*  tbmigli  y.m  haiijf  hiui  ;  and 
bee  pavea  his  custuuic  oa  truly  to  hi^  friiuid  ro^tie,  as  tribute  ia  paid  to  tlie 
i;reat  "fiirki?.  Tbi-  Maixli  «nnn(!  bi>-,fd»  KgiiM  in  others,  but  Hl-b  adortM  it  like 
the  Imiiavjt;  for  thi^u  liipgina  hia  [m>^[\eee  afler  a  hard  winter.  Ontl^^n*  cnn- 
sot  indun  him,  for  bee  j«  of  thu  infiuitry,  and  Mmes  brat  on  foot.  He  offends 
not  the  etatnle  ftf^inat  tlie  exooeae  of  apparel,*  for  bee  will  go  naked,  and 
couiita  il  a  voliinlary  pennance.  forty  ot  them  lye  in  a  bame  together,  yet 
are  nevt^r  Boed  upon  the  «tatat«  of  iTimat««.*'  If  hee  were  Icaniu,  no  man 
could  make  a  better  deacription  of  Kntflnnd  ;  for  hee  bath  trawt'd  it  over  and 
over.  Lastly,  he  bmga,  that  hie  j^rcat  hoiisce  arc  repaired  to  hia  handa^  when 
chutcbei  goti  to  ruiuc  :  uid  those  itre  priftous. 

TUK  GiPSIKS   UElAXOlLBaOBSD. 

Ifi21. 

From  "  n  Maaque  of  the  Oypsiea  Melamorphoa'd,"  written  by  Ben  Jonium. 
First  rcpreautited  at  Burldi^b  on  tho  Hill  bufure  King  James  I.,  August,  Itiil. 
I/mdou  .  Printed  for  Iticlmni  Mfi^hf-n,  1040, 


>  &  Eiiz.  c,  20. 

'  From  Bifihnp  Corbet's  ffiT  lioreale,  the  town  nf  Banbury  Appears  to  hure 
been  iuhabtted  cbivdy  by  Tuiitaua.     It  was  alao  cvlubntvd  lor  iU  tiiikiui. 

*  The  ro}{u<rV  iuvioliibU:  'Mb.  •  Iiinkt-<?]>crK. 

*  Statntoii  agoinal  the  excesa  of  apparel  were  [rt!i|uenUy  ^aeacd.  Tlie  earliest 
is  Lbe  3  Edw.  IV.  c  6. 

'  Bjr  13  Edw.  I.  St.  i,  c.  -t,  the  hoi^  woa  to  answer  for  imnntea,  but  the  rcft-t^ 
ence  ia  probably  to  the  I'rocUimation  ajjoiiiat  uveictowdinij  iu  l(Kl7,  6ee  p.  Itfi), 


AM 


VAGTUNra  AND  VAORAXCT. 


Enter  a  Oypaie,  UadinQ  a  Ilorte  laden  mlh  fivr  lUtU  Vhiliirtn  bomtd  in  a  tna 
oiKafffa  upon  /tint.  A  trtmi,  frtuUin  anvliur  Hone  laden  v/Uh  aUUCm  PoaUny : 
Tkt  Jvwt  Uading  Uy psie  sptaki  bda^  tkt 

jACKHAtr. 

Boome  for  thi;  five  Princen  of  jfSaipt,  ntountetl  all  upon  Oie  ITone  like  thy 
(win  Sonnea  oi  Aijnum,  to  toake  tlie  lairucle  lh«  more,  hj  a  bead,  iT  it  ium 
be  :  f^aze  upon  tbtMu,  m  on  thi^  off-irpriiii;  of  Ptatoiaie,  heff^itten  tipi>n  acveni 
Cieopatma,  in  their  Kremll  CVmntriM  ;  e«pKi»ll.r  on  tliit  turn*-).'  8;>urkc  sUvoke 
out  of  Flint-ihin,  npon  Juaticc  Jugga  Duugbtcr  then  i^heriffe  nf  llie  IToiintv  ; 
who  nuLuiiut  away  vrhU  a  kinnuan  of  onr  Oaptaiiiee,  uud  bf:r  Fatber  i>unuiiig 
her  to  the  Marahca,  IIl-«  ^^at  wiUi  Jiudc«,  Sat  Ktvat  wrilli  J  iiwHng,  tiwy  wcK 
bolb  for  the  time  tuni'd  i>l«»«  npou  tlie  UKht  uuch  orotbvr,  ioLftuMr.- 

Till  ftt  Inat  (see  the  Wornlcr)  a  Juggc  of  the  Towit  Ale,  rcmnrilinK  U>«d  ; 
tliu  u)4>iuuriiill  uf  both  tlii;Ir  k.'ruvilici^  htts  lu  b«inl  aud  hen  iii  be)m>,  hsUi 
iviiuiinM  ever  since  pre&etv'ii  in  picture  upon  the  mcwt  Sluue  Juga  uf  tL« 
Kiiiftdotne. 

Thv  rumauit  inipe  y«t  j^new  a  1»Tetch<:oek«^>  unl  thoiif;b  Tdf  Btren  Tearcs 
together,  he  were  very  carefully  carrietl  at  hiti  Mother'A  hacke,  rock'd  in  a 
cmllu  of  Wi;lch*Ch««M,  like  a  iaj(w>i,  and  tliere  fed  with  bmkeu  Bee:v,  and 
blowue  Wine  o'  the  beat,  dayly,  yet  lookes  he,  as  if  he  never  mw  hi*  Guii- 
fu«nmtim.'  Tis  tnii<,  hv  can  thi\-»d  needles  o'  bone-backc,  or  draw  a 
yard  of  inrkle '  through  his  tiiwe  :  but  whaf  b  that  to  a  urowiic  Gifiie.  one 
of  the  bloud,  and  ut  Iiih  tiuiv,  if  hu  bud  thriv'd  :  Theivfi<re,  till  wiUi  his 
pftineftiU  Pif^nitoTs,  he  tie  nWe  to  XtrMfi  it  oti  the  baid  houfe,  or  th«  bene 
Itmctx,*  or  the  StarUn^  Keu,  to  nip  a  Jan,  and  CVy,  the  Jack  ;  'Us  ihoughl  lit 
ha  toarch  in  the  luJanta'  Equipage. 

WiiK  th*  GonxKii/,  CluaU,  and  jMekagt,' 
0»t  of  cltUch  of  ilarm<in  Hcckagt,* 
To  die  libkins '  at  tht  Crackmana  " 
Or  mm*  ikifpa-  vj  tA«  Black-niaos. 

TBB  IJEOQAHS'  BtrsH. 

FrAm  the  "Beitgare  Bush,"  written  by  John  Fletcher,  geatlentan.  Fint 
ri'pmteutiid  in  1G22.    Printed  for  iSamijkrrii  ifofrtHMii  and  Ann«  MimUy,  ItMl. 

Actus  Se«undu9.    Siwna  Prima. 

Ei^tr  Higffen,  Ftmtj  Prig,  Clauitf  Jaculine,  Siiap,  Gyn^  and  other 

llif].  Celine  Princes  of  tfic  nvw^*  pcjriment, 
You  (/  the  blood  I^ng  my  most  uprij;ht  Lord, 
And  thuL-  (wliat  name  or  title  c'rv  they  bear] 
Jarkjnan,  or  Patnai,  Orat\iie,  or  IVdiMn/tu^R^ 
Fraier  or  Abrawi^nan  ;  !  spiak  to  all 


I  The  nnalle«t  of  a  bnxKl  of  domestic  fowla. 
'  Ijuin'pu-iMnum,  a  penod  of  five  years. 
'  Inferior  tape. 

*  For  an  explanation  of  tho  other  C^ant  terma  in  thia  and  the  following 
■ataotioDB,  see  tho  «xtniot«  t'rum  Martuan.  pp.  468,  596. 

*  Uoat  "  Beadle.  '  Houoe  or  plaoa  to  alMp.        *  iiedcac 


Am}  BEOGABS  ANID  BEQGTN'Q. 

Tliat  fitonJ  in  fair  ElecUon  Tor  the  tide 

Of  Kioj;  of  TWjptra,  with  the  ctimmaml  luljnyning  ; 

Higijert,  vnur  Orator  in.  lliia  I titt'r-ni^*niun, 

Tlmt  wliikiim'  wiw  yrnir  UoiiUHnrtr  ;  ilotli  biMeecli  yoa 

AH  to  ftttuid  fair,  and  put  year  aelvta  in  niuk, 

Tbat  tlie  iltsl  comer  may  al  Uih  Jirst  view 

Mak<;  ft  fm-  i^hoice.,  Lo  way  up  tliu  ^ueKLloil. 

J'lrr.  Pr.  "Tin  done  Loril  injj'fCTL, 

Hitj.  Thniikji  to  Prinif  i'ritj,  Pritire  Frrrtl. 

Fer.  Well,  pray  my  MaaU-ra  all  Ftrr^l  be  clioeen  j 
V&re  like  to  nave  s  lui^rriful  tnilile  rHncv  of  uits. 

Prvj.  A  very  tyrniit,  I,  nii  amint  tymiit, 
If  e're  I  come  toreiHn  ;  therefore  Idok  to't. 
Except  you  (It)  proviile  lue  hum '  eiioiiKb, 
And  Lour  to  bouze  with  :  I  tnixet  hav«  my  Caponj 
And  TurkcyM  brpUfiht  mc  in,  witli  niv  Krei-ti '  Uccsc, 
And  dacklings  i'  tli'  a«ueoii  ;  line  Cut  cliickem  ; 
Or  if  you  chance  wh<;n:  an  cy«  *  of  tame  Pheaftnta 
Or  PiiriridKca  atv  kept,  i>ee  tli«y  he  uiiue. 
Or  Bti&ight  I  »eixe  on  all  your  priviledge, 
PlacM,  rtvuHUKB,  oflSci-a,  as  fonuit ; 
Call  iu  your  crutchea,  wividen  ]k(;h,  Mna  bellien, 
Forc'd  eyes  and  lectli,  with  yuur  duad  amu,  not  leavu  you 
A  ilurty  chiiit  to  li«y  witli  u'  ymtr  li^mlii. 
Or  an  old  ra^  «.-ith  Entier,  Frunkinsenoe, 
ltriiu><tt^>it«  ami  K<>/vn,  hirilliiiii-,  blood,  and  cruum. 
To  make  ynu  an  old  sore  ;  not  so  much  sope 
Ae  you  may  fomc  with  i'  th'  falUng-eickntJU  ; 
Til*  very  LaR  you  Iwar,  and  the  hrown  diBli 
Shall  )>e  pjMrlnwtcil.     All  your  daintiest  dolln  too 
t  will  delliiw'r,  and  take  your  dearest  Uoxyea 
From  your  warm  nidei* ;  and  then  some  otie  cold  night 
I'ie  watch  you  what  old  hara  von  uo  to  moat  iu, 
And  there  I'k  amotlict  ^ou  all  i'  tji'  mtuty  hay. 
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Jliij.  Thou  that  art  chosen,  vcncralilo  Ot/tute, 
Our  Kiii(;  atid  !?uvvr«i|^ii.  Monarch  o'  lli'  Mutiudcn. 
Thus  we  throw  iip  our  Nah-tlicats  Hrat  for  j>.y, 
And  thun  our  (ilcho)t,  Iiu<t  wu  clup  our  fiuiiblu*, 
'flire*  nuljj*tt  J^i^lllt,  wi*  do  it  wlUumt  envy  : 
For  who  IB  hi!  licrt;  did  not  wiph  thi-e  chiiHen, 
Now  thun  art  clioiufu  I  auk  'em  :  all  will  Miy  km, 
May  swear  't ;  'tis  Tor  tiie  Kin^  ;  hut  lut  tKat  paaa. 
WhffH  liwt  in  ronfvrrnce  at  the  iKnirinj;  kt-ri 
TJiis  other  day,  we  Bate  about  our  dead  Prince 
Of  famous  memory,  (n»l  ^  with  lii«  rage  :) 
And  that  I  mw  thee  at  the  laMea  end 
Rise  mov'd,  and  Rmvely  leaninji  on  one  Crutch  — 
Lift  the otht.>r  like  a  S.cpi<T nt  my  h'-ftd, 
I  then  presold  thou  shortly  WQuldi<t  be  King, 
And  now  thoQ  ait  so  :  hat  what  nevd  |itv!ia;j<>  ; 
To  IU,  that  might  have  read  it  in  thy  beard. 


Double  alfl. 


'  A  brood. 


*  Frwh. 
OJB.  n,  an  egg. 


VAGRANTS  AND  VAGEANCT. 

Afl  Wi'Il  nfl  be  tliat  chow  thee  t  br  that  UnM 
Tliou  w«rt  futuiil  out,  und  tnark'd  for  Sovunigiity. 

•  ■  •  •  ■ 

If  now  the  hcArd  he  ench,  vhnt  is  the  Prince 

That  nww  the  beard  1  a  uthcr ;  no,  a  Knindlutlicr  : 

Kay,  the  grtai-(|;Tand£Btlier  of  ynu  hi*  {<«^>pk>. 

Re  will  Dut  force  away  your  henn,  your  bacon. 

When  you  hiv«  rentnr'd  banl  for  'I,  nor  t«lce  from  yoo 

The  [altettt  of  vonr  niidilin^cii ;  under  him 

Bach  man  shaU  eat  Iiif  nirii  ntaln  «ma  and  batter. 

In  hiJi  own  shAdo,  r>r  Min-fthinc,  anoe^Jiy 

Hjs  owu  dear  Dell,  Doxv,  or  Mort,  at  ni^t. 

In  hia  own  rtmvr,  with  his  own  shirt,  or  sheet. 

That  he  hath  tillcliM  thnt  day,  I,  and  waa«« 

\VhtA  ho  can  purchase,  back  or  l>cUy  cheats 

To  bis  own  prop  ;  be  will  have  no  purveyon 

For  Vigt  and  Poultry. 

•  •  ■  ■  • 

Ohm.  O  enrinus  Prince,  'aave,  'save  the  good  King  Clause. 

Ilig.  A  Sonj;  to  rrown  him. 

Fer.  P«t  a  Ceiitinel  ont  firet 

Sn.  The  word  r 

Uig.  A  Core  cornea,  and  fombtunbia  to  it  Strika. 

Th4  Song. 

Cut  our  eapa  and  earea  atmy,  Ait  m  btffgan  Hidy-day ;  Ae. 

Actus  TcrUiu.    Sceu  Tenia. 


Cur.  Now  Eweur  hiu. 

IJi/j.  I  cnfwTi  thy  nab  with  ft  ROg  of  ben-lmitM, 
And  eUiU  thee  )>y  Die  salmon  inlti  the  duwee,' 
To  maunil  on  tin;  innl,  aiiii  .■■Irik*'  nil  th«  rltmiti 
To  mill  from  the  Hufl'tiuiiiB,  Cinnmii^fiifm  and  alalwt, 
Twani;  di'lljt  i'  lb  utimuifl,  ami  li-t  Lhc  Qnitv  CnHiii, 
And  HeriDon  Iteck  strine,  and  trine  to  the  Ritllln. 

Ger.  Now  int<.-r|)n<t  this  unto  him. 

Hiq.  I  poiire  on  thy  pate  a  pot  of  Rood  ale, 
And  Dy  ta«  Bogues  oath,  a  Bm^ue  the«  ioslall. 
To  b^  on  tiie  way,  to  m)>  aU  tlion  meets, 
To  abMl  from  thehedKe,  both  the  sbilt  and  the  shecta : 
And  lie  with  thy  wench  in  the  stratr  till  idie  twauji, 
Lul  tho  Couatable,  Justice,  and  Dlvell  go  bang. 


Aetna  Qnintna.    Scjicna  PriniA. 

Uift.  But  what's  the  action  wc  arc  for  now  I  hal 
Robbing  a  Kit>]^>i;r''  of  lii«  fiali  i 
I'ri^.  Ur  taxing 

A  (louluut  pmuuer,  widioat  raunomc,  Bullycs  I 


'  Rogu««,  O.  Dutch,  kUitt,  a  clown  or  looby. 

'  A  iHitbon  who  carried  fisli  bom  the  ooaat  lo  inland  towna. 


BEOOAl 

Jlig.  Or  cultinc  off  a  convoy  of  bult«i- 1 

Fi.r.  Or  HUrpriKiug  a  Boum  ken,  fui  gnuitiitg  clicaUl 

'I'rii/.  Or  au:kling  chyata  I 

W'l.  Or  mt.'ivcrv-i>nilt;n!,  Rogers, 
Aud  TilM  o'tli  Uu(lei.v  t 

Pirig.  0'  I  could  drive  a  R^^imcnt 
Of  geevi  aiom  iul',  mich  a  lUKlit  u»  this, 
Ten  leagw^t  with  my  hntt,  and  ALilfi-,  and  nnt  a  hiw 
Uenid,  ur  a  wiug  u[  my  truops  dtBunWud. 

Hi'i.  Tell  11.1, 
If  it  be  millitiK  of  a  lag  of^luds, 
Tim  f*l*:liiii>j  of  II  Imck  of  clotlies,  or  »o, 
We  are  horribly  out  <}f  linnen. 


m 


Swona  SccundiL 


Sig.  Tlun  hear  np  'bmvely  with  your  BnitG  my  hda 
Bimn  bsth  ynu'd  l\xe  pran^Brs  in  bis  dayes. 
Alia  sold  good  pcny-wortliit ;  wc  will  have  &  coarse. 

~ bottondesae. 

,  nor  cant. 


d>llU      OUI<|      U*JV^U       kn.  lA  J  —  IT  i-rL  L  J  jrv     t         i 

I'lie  npirit  of  ifoCfont  lA  gKwn 
i'ng.    I'le  mand  no  more,  n 


ThK  SOSO  nV  TBH  Bko<ikr. 

i"A  dpflrriptioti  of  Lovp.     With  wrtainp  Epiyraws  Ela/itx  onA  fiimxut*, 
o  Maet.  lohiuwEUt  Aiiswtrw  U)  Mii«t«r  AViilicrs.    With  thv  Criu  of  Legate, 
itlwSonff  of  l^a  fispr;«r.     Tho  ninth    E<litiit]|.      London    Printed  by    M.F. 
^jyoiwii  ^wIm  at  tile  vp[>«r  end  of  the  Oltl-IieUy  neere  Newgate     1029. 

I  Ani  n  Rof^c  and  a  otout  one, 

A  most  co'uragioiiH  drinker, 
I  doc  exccll,  'tis  knowne  f»Il  well. 
The  Katter,  Tom,  «nd  Tinker. 

Smi  Sm  I  cry,  aaad  you  r  Won^ip^  good  Sir, 

Bettme  one  SmaU  /Jwiire'  Sir  ; 
And  bmutljf  at  the  bfrnntuf  Ken 

JU  boiue  it  all  in  Been  Hvr. 

If  a  Buag' be  got  by  the  hie  7*?iw,> 

Then  etnught  I  doe  attend  them, 
For  if  Hoe  and  Cric  doc  follow,  I 

A  wrouH  way  floone  doo  scQid  them. 
Still  I  dM  cry,  ttc 

Ten  miles  vnto  a  Market, 

I  runnc  to  lui^et  a  Mi9(-r. 
Then  in  a  throng,  !  nip  hi»  Bung,* 

And  the  partic  ne'er  the  wisur. 
SliUtloe  ItTj/,  itc 


'  A  penny  ;  a  dcnccre  ;  a  mtiall  copper  coyne  valued  at  tho  tenth  port  of  an 
EuKii"!!  [*ftny  (<,'«ftfn»i'<}.  yaitteff  wivr,  "  I'll  not  \mj  a  dmier"  {I.  K.  Urn, 
tV.,  III..  3) ;  and  Sl^  In  i)ib7amwj  of  Uu  Sftmr.  answers,  "  No,  not  a  denwr." 

"  A  pur*«.  '  U^h  lawyers  or  highwaymen,  see  p.  M2. 

'  Pick  hia  pocket 


ANU  HE(KJ.VR3  AND  BEOOINO.  «U9 

With  Hffitchcrii  KtmctiniCfl  xtAnd  I, 

In  iiiii  Wlioine  oI'il  Hill  Sir, 
There  those  men  which  clix;  want  a  Svitcb, 

^jtiuui  muui<?  giue  uic  kUH  Sir. 
mm  (lot  I  cry,  Ac 

Come  buy,  come  liuv  a  Home-hnnka, 

Whn  huven  my  Pitin  or  Neeillvs  f 
111  Citio*  f  these  thine*  iloe  rrie, 

on  times  to  scape  the  BeaLllea. 
Still  doe  I  ay,  <£-a. 

In  PmUt  Church  by  a  Pillar  ; 

SoouitiRHw  you  BUS  me  ataud  Sir, 
With  ft  Writ  that  ahnw«.<i,  what  care  and  woe« 

I  yw*t  by  Sea  ami  Liuid  Sir. 
iStiii  JtK  S  cry,  Ac 

Knv  l:ilBiae  tn«  not  for  boasiint;, 

And  brac)^nf;  thus  a\cinc  Hit, 
Fur  my  selie  I  will  be  prayaing  bLUI, 

For  Neij^hbouM  haae  I  none  Sir. 

JfTtick  makeji  me  try  Oood  jf«»tr  Ww*iip,  gexxt  Sir, 

Bestow  om  tmaU  f^mirvi,  Sir, 
Atul  braitely  Oxm  iit  IKk  Homing  Km, 

lU  hoiue  it  oil  in  Rten  Sir. 


TnB  CcNKISfl  NoHTIiERN  BRnaAR, 

CiKCA  1635. 

From  the  Roxburghe  Collection  of  Ballade, 

The  Rnxbiirghe  Collection  of  Ballails  was  farmed  by  Robert  Ilarley,  rabie- 
qucntly  Earl  ot  Oxford,  bom  in  lOtil.  Jnhn  Bti^'lord  thi^  aiitiqtmry  was  one 
of  lh«  buyer*  he  employeii  When  hi»  piinteil  liouk»  were  dnpcpwd  ihi'se 
b&Uads  were  bought  by  .Jiim<w  WmI,  iircsidciit  of  tlic  Royal  Society,  At  hia 
death  in  1773  they  wer«  bought  by  aiayn  Thoinas  IVimMjii,  who  addt-d  to 
them.  At  the  death,  of  &mor  Pearson  in  1788  they  wera  sold  to  John,  !>iike 
of  Roxbuii^itf,  who  added  a  fvw  balhidi<.  In  l^i;i  iliey  werv  i«uld  to  Mr.  B.  H. 
BnKbt>  wiio  added  to  them,  and  in  184^1  they  were  acquired  by  thi:  Britiifii 
:  Museum. 

The  cunning  Northeme  Be^ger, 

Who  all  the  By-»tiiiidi-rs  dolh  carnMtly  pray, 

To  bestow  a  jjeaiiy  upon  liim  to  duy, 
7'o-  'Ac  Tttiu:  of  Tom  of  !{f<UnvK 

I  am  a  hiaty  he-^er 

And  live  by  others  Riving, 

I  ttcornc  to  worse 

But  by  the  highway  lurkc, 
And  l)^  to  get  luy  livin]^  : 
I'lc  'ith  wind  and  weather. 
And  weare  all  i^ii^vd  CJainieiiU, 

Vet  though  E'm  bore, 

I'lu  frtji.*  Iruni  wuv  ; 
K  K 
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A  fig  fnr  bieb  prefermentB. 

For  still  will  I  cry  good  your  wonhip  good  air. 

Bestow  one  poore  denier  sir ; 

Which  when  I've  Rot 

At  the  Pipe  and  Pot^ 
I  soone  will  it  casbeere  sir. 

I  have  my  shifts  about  me. 
Like  Proteus  often  changing 

My  shape  when  I  will, 

I  alter  still. 
About  the  Couotiy  ranging  ; 
As  soone  as  I  a  C«itch  see. 
Or  Galtanta  by  come  riging, 

I  take  my  Crutch 

And  roose  from  my  Couch, 
Whereas  I  lay  abiding. 
And  still  doe  I  cry,  &e, 

Kow  like  a  wandring  Sonldier 
(That  baa  'itb  Watrea  bin  maymed, 

With  the  shot  of  a  Qnnne) 

To  Gallants  I  runne 
And  begg  Sir  helpe  the  Mmed, 
I  am  a  poore  old  Sooldier, 
And  better  times  once  viewed. 

Though  bare  now  I  goe, 

Yet  many  a  foe, 
By  me  hath  bin  subdued. 
And  therefore  I  cry,  &c. 

Although  I  nere  was  further 

Then  Kentish  Street  in  Soothwarke, 

Nor  ere  did  see 

A  Battery 
Made  against  any  Bulwarke, 
But  with  my  Trulls  and  Doxes, 
Lay  in  some  comer  lurking, 

And  nere  went  abroad 

But  to  b^  on  the  road, 
To  keepe  my  selfe  from  working. 
And  alwaies  to  cry,  &c. 

Anon  Fm  like  a  eaylor. 

And  weare  old  Canvas  cloathing, 

And  then  I  say 

The  Dunkerks*  away, 
Tooke  all  and  lefi  me  nothing  : 
Sixe  ships  set  all  upon  us, 
'Gainst  which  wee  bravely  ventur'd. 

And  long  withstood. 

Yet  could  doe  no  good. 
Our  ship  at  length  they  entered. 


*  The  privateers  of  Dunkirk  were  notorious  for  preying  on  Englieh  mercfaaz 
ships  at  tnis  period. 


ANU  BE0GAE13  AND  BEOOTKO. 

And  thcrcforf!  I  cry  ruoiI  your  worwhip  good  sir 
Btwtow  "lie  poore  <iunier  nir  : 
Wbinh  whi-n  I've  ruI, 
At  the  Pipe  and  Pot,  &t. 


ftU 


The  iwcotid  pan.    To  the  ume  tune. 

Siint«tin)e  1  like  r  CHple 
Upon  the  KTOUinl  lye  crawling, 

For  Qioucy  I  bcgge, 

As  WttUlJLit;  ft  It^u 
To  bwre  my  carpe.  f'runi  fnlling. 
Then  iw«iii«  I  wuik«  of  Ijody, 
And  lon^  f  tiavc  bc^it  diKptuted, 
AuJ  iiiiiku  ramplaint, 
Aa  reatiy  to  faint, 
And  of  my  ^efee  increaBed, 
And  fiunUy  I  cry  kdwI  y«ur  woreliip  good  sir. 
Bestow  oiiB  poors  *ipnier  «ir, 

Wliich  whvD  I'vpRot, 

At  th«  Pipe  and  Pot, 
I  »ooiau  wiU  it  casbeere  air. 

iiy  Re»h  I  to  can  temper, 
That  it  ahall  aeerne  to  leister, 

And  louke  uU  or'e 

hikv  H  ruw  Buru, 
WliPTvnn  I  -sliiki-  a  jilaistpr. 
With  blood.  I  dmib  niv  la^fi  then, 
Tu  (aiujiK  tin-  r«niiig  ■ickrii-HU, 

Thill  in  every  place 

They  pitlv  my  cjisb, 
A»  if  it  raniG  tiirou^li  wenkencwe, 
And  tbea  1  doe  cry,  &c 

Then  as  if  my  siKht  I  -nranted, 
A  Got  doth  walke  hceidc  me, 

Or  eUe  1  doe 

Grope  ue  I  goe 
Or  have  a  Di);;  to  guide  me  ; 
Aod  wh«n  I'm  thua  accounted, 
Tu  til'  hrgliway  xidc  1  }iy«  uie 

And  there  S  ulaiid 

With  cordd  tu  my  haiid, 
And  hti^  of  idJ  uniitiii  nye  inc. 
And  earnestly  cry  K"ud  your  worahip  good  lit 
B««toir  one  poore  d«iiier,  &c. 

Next  to  som«  country  fellow, 
I  presently  aui  tuniedj 

And  ciy  alncke 

With  a  child  at  my  back, 
My  house  (ind  Koods  wt'i*  bumfld  ; 
Then  me  my  Uox**  foihiwea, 
W'lio  lor  Diy  wir««  believed, 
K  K  'i 
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And  along  wee  two 

Together  goe, 
With  such  miBchancefl  grieved. 
And  Btill  we  doe  cry  g«>d  your  wo»hip,  &c. 

^Vhat  tliough  I  cannot  labour, 
Shall  I  therefore  pine  with  hunger 

No,  rather  then  1 

Will  starve  where  1  lye 
I'le  beg  of  the  money  monger. 
No  other  care  shall  trouble 
My  niinde,  or  griefe  disease  me, 

Though  Bometimeii  the  slash 

I  get,  or  the  leah, 
Twill  but  a  while  displease  me. 
And  Btill  I  will  cry  good  your  worship  good  sir 
Bestow  one,  &c 

No  tricks  at  all  shall  scape  me 
But  I  will  by  my  maunaing 

Get  some  reliefe 

To  ease  my  griefe. 
When  by  the  liiehway  standing : 
Tis  better  be  a  Begper, 
And  aske  of  kinde  goode  fellowea 

And  honestly  have 

What  we  doe  crave 
Then  steale  and  goe  to  'th'  Gallowes. 
Tlierefori!  'He  cry  good  your  worship  good  sir. 
Bestow  one  poore  denier  air. 

Which  when  I've  got 

At  the  Pipe  and  Pot, 
I  BOone  will  it  casheere  sir. 

Fisia. 
Printed  at  London  for  F,  Conies. 


A  Jovial  Cbbw  or  the  Merry  Beqgahs. 
1641. 

From  "  A  Joviall  Crew  :  or,  the  Merry  BefQrnrs.  Presented  in  a  Comedie.  at 
Tile  Cock-pit'  in  Urury-Lane,  in  the  yeer  1641.  Written  by  Richard  Brome. 
London :  printed  liy  J.  Y.  for  E.  D.  and  N.  E.  and  are  to  be  sold  at  the  Gun 
in  /ry  Lane  1652." 

/■  ichard  Brome  was  of  mean  extraction,  and  sometime  servant  to  Ben  Jonson. 
At  what  time  he  bcpin  to  write  we  have  no  account.  "In  imitation  of  his 
ninster,"  anyii  Langbalne,  "  he  studied  men  and  humour  more  than  books ;  «nd 
his  genius  affecting  comedy,  his  province  was  more  observation  than  study  ; 
his  ^)lota  were  hi:t  own,  and  he  forg'd  all  his  various  characters  from  the  mint 
of  his  own  experience  and  judgment." 


'  This  theatre   stood  on  the  site  of  Pitt  Place,  properly  Cock-pit  Place, 
running  out  of  Drury  Lane  into  Great  Wild  Street 


AXD  BEGGARS  AND  BECGTWG. 


«t3 


I 


Aetti»  PrimtLB. 
SpriTUftove  (Steward  to  Master  Oldmitt),  on  the  stage. 

I  £nttr  Randal  (a  mmm)  and  thrM  arfow  eervanU  Ufilh  a  nrtal  Ktlitr^  and  hUuk 
Jach,*  atui  a  Haken  Basket,  all  n/ijity,  exeunt  mtk  all,  tiiiuivt  liandat. 

Spnayhrt,  Now  fcllyWH,  what  iiew»  from  wlience  you  came* 

Rantiai  The  nld  wonteii  news,  Kir,  from  your  ciueM-hnWBc,  tho  old  Bam, 
W«  have  itnloniiuii  tiiu  lirv«(l-lHi»ke(,  tliu  lk.1J^KvLtlt^,  and  the  Vwr-UutiiturtU^ 
tb«rc,  amongit  your  (Jueatvt  the  IScpgiu-B,  And  they  ha'to  «U  pmywl  for  yoa 
and  our  Mu»l«r,  as  tliulr  iimtinir  i»,  tmcu  ihu  IcvLh  oulwurd.  marry  £rom  tliv 
teeth  invarda 'tJ9  cnuugh  toftwalloM-  your  Alms;  from  whence  I  think  their 
Pray«r»  VLddoui  vumii.  ....  It  n)%ht  \to  hMur  tbuufili  (if  old  Ht>miai,  whom 
yoa  allow  In  lalk,  mi^ht  cunimdj  tu  help  to  hreed  up  [Mior  mens  tliildren,  or 
tlevtiy«J  lulxiiirerfl.  jiiuit  iheir  work,  ot  Imvvl ;  or  tiiwiutii-  thu  Htiltiug  up  of 
Itoor  young  iiniri-iccl  t'[jii]iUta  ;  Ihi-u  In  l>e!itow  au  Luiidi-ed  [inund  a  yejir  (at 
leaaL  you  do  tha:,  if  not  all  you  get)  be^aiJee  oiir  MaBt£r»  huutity,  to  tuaiutaiu 
in  htspo^  sucU  wandt'aTH  as  tfae«e,  that  iit^vtr  an-  nut  of  their  way  ;  tlinl 
cumcitgive  ai>u>iiiic  from  wiiencp  they  came,  or  whither  they  would  ;  nor  of 
any  b^nniug  thvy  vver  had,  or  any  vud  thi<v  wvV,  but  xttll  to  utruwlc  and  \>v^ 
tin  their  belUea  he  full,  anil  then  ftfeep  till  tiiey  he  hungry. 

Sjir,  Thoa  art  ever  repining  at  thoae  poore  people  !  they  take  notliinK  from 
thee  bat  thy  pain*  :  anif  that  I  pay  thi-e  firr  tiio.     Why  should'«t  thou  grndK*  f 

Ran.  Am  I  not  bitten  to  it  even'  day,  by  the  (dx-looted  hluod-houjida  that 
Ihey  leave  in  their  Utlcr,  when  I  tKivw  out  ttie  old,  to  hiy  fri*h  nlraw  fcir  the 
new  comers  at  night.  That'!*  one  [latt  of  my  otticit  And  you  are  sure  that 
though  yoor  bospilality  be  hub  tar  a  Tii^ht  aiid  a  luoniiu)*  for  unc  Ruhhk-.  to 
~  ave  a  new  supply  eveiy  evening;.  They  take  nothing  inia  me  indeed,  they 
give  upo  much.  .... 

Seme  tcith  On  Beggars. 

.Bpr.  Thou  art  a  brs^-e  feUuw,  and  sptsuk'ot  liko  a  Commaiidcr.    Halt  thou 

an  amis  1 

4  Btitfiur.  Sir,  h«  luu  born  tlio  niune  of  a  Kctherland  Souldier,  till  ho  lun  away 
from  his  ('ol'ium,  ami  wa*  tviketi  luine  witli  lyirij^  in  the  Fielft*  hy  a  Mittint : 
I  mma,  Sir,  the  ulnijtadn.*  After  whicli,  hy  a  aecoud  retreat,  indued  ruuniu^ 
away,  he  wraitihlnd  into  ht*  Country,  and  no  scap'd  the  fiuihiwH ;  and  tlnu 
iiuip'd  up  hia  living  in  tlie  ('ity  by  hin  wit  in  cheating',  pimpinf;,  and  fiuc-h  like 
Artv,  till  the  C«rt  jind  tlie  I'lllory  sliewwl  him  Uk>  pulilii]ucly  to  the  wurld. 
And  BO,  begging  heiog  the  la»t  refuge,  he  enter'd  into  our  aoaety. 


A  dux  Suutuius. 
The  Diggart  ditcwrrtd  al  (heir  Fmt. 


AJtrr  they  hav« 


^  Andi 

H  Kandal  optm  th«  Stviu. 

^L  acmmbUd  a  ukiie  at  tfmr  Victitah :  This  iiotig. 

^L  Here,  laft  in  onir  Skipper,'  Ul'»  ely  *  aff  our  Peck  * 

^^^^B  Arui  IxiiviiK*  m  ilrjuiHce  o'  Ik'  Hanuan- Beck.' 

^^^H  Bere'i  Pannum  *  (iml  Lap,'  and  goad  P.ip!ara '"  of  Yftrram," 

^^^^1  To  fiU  up  ilu  Uri1i,"  and  Oi  Mm/ort  Hu  tjimrrun." 

^^^H  Now  bowse  a  r^mnd  funlth  to  the  Ott-nvU  tind  Com-wtll 

^^^H  0/  Cialcy  Bumtrinckut  that  ttsM  in  the  SliummelL^* 

^•^A  lante  drinkinjf-can  made  of  leather. 

J  •  An  old  form  of  miUtary  punishment,  the  victim  being  drawnup  toabcani, 
and  th«a  auddenlv  U-t  fall'  hull  wny  with  a  jerk,  which  IreiiU'^ntly  dialocBl*^! 
Ua  Ijmha.     Ital.  iitrappiita.  a  vitilunt  Bnatchin^  or  uullijju  uwuy. 

'  Bam.     •  Ilavi?.     *  Meal.     *  Drink.     '  (^oiwliible.     •  Brraut.      •  Butter. 
"  Porridge.    "  Milk.     '»  Slomaeh.     "  Body.     "  Straw. 
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y/nVa  Iloffpeek  '  ujid  Ciaaau,'  and  alt  ■•/  tkt  Wi, 
And  Sirajm  of  iJie  iMintia  of  Genin'  Ciifc't  ^  FtiuL 
IfntA  {JniiiUT  <  ami  Bleater.*  i^lh  Tib  iit  li.e  BuUry  • 
vjiirl  Blnr^n'  PratiT.'  nil  drat  mtkaiit  iluttry. 
For  aU  lAw  btiflw  ChbUuitj '  and  P«clc  Jot  lu  Om, 
Bowta  a  AenifA  lo  tA«  Oentr;  Cnfe  a/  (A(  Keu.* 
A'ow  boiwe  n  nntn^j  health  to  the  Oo-taU  and  C^wmnB 
O/Cittley  BuMitrinck«l  thattici  in  At  StnuuneL  .  .  . 


Hvl*T  Patrico.     Manjf  of  liu  lirjffian  look  tmt. 
t'atrw.  Tcntn  cut  ■»  with  ytmr  GVuimM    I  tvtaoK  by  the  tbtfi»^ 

Thii  U  our  MMter, 


Hit  good  Wonhip.    V\m 


Tliai  we  aw  neMialted  by  a  ^oW  tVjKn." 

IlandaL  Hold  !  whiit  d'c  tatim,  my  Frioods  ^ 
Ttw  HuWr  of  vour  F«iu4  and  f«a»tiiL(i;  Huum. 

PaL  l8  this  the  Gtntrp  Vofi  t 

Att  Uu  Beji[gan.,LaTQ  blow  hu  VVonbip. 
Woiiihip.  .  .  . 

Pal.  Sir,  I  can  lay  my  Fuiii^tiun  by, 
Ami  Ulk  aa  wil(i«  anil  vriuitonly 
An  Tom  OP  Tib,  or  Jwi,  or  JiVi, 
Whvii  they  ut  fimtvinf;  Km  ■*  du  twUL 
Will  ynu  ttierefnre  daigti  to  hear 
My  Aulum  Morty^  with  throat  m dear, 
As  wa«  Z>am«ytntMMaf  the  Name  ; 
How  Bweet  Id  Songber  Notw  ahull  frame, 
That:  wticn  she  •:h{ac&  aa  lovil  is  yawning, 
An  CKttnticitn  wak'd  by  the  dawuinj^. 

Iltarly.  Ytii,  [)rtty  ]«'«  htar  her.     WTiat  is  she  your  wiXo  J 
.  Pal.  Vca  Sir,  wc  of  our  ^linistcry, 
A»  well  oa  tlio»e  oth'  IVshvierie, 
Tnkti  wivea  and  delie  Dignitic. 

Hearty.  A  lcani«<l  Ckiirkia  veritie. 
Knler  Patrico  vrith  hit  old  tnfe,  with  u  iroodm  BovU  nf  Driak.    £hf  tt  inud- 

Pat.  By  Salmon,*"  T  think  my  Mort  i«  in  driuk. 
i  finde  by  her  stink  ;  and  the  pretty  pretty  pbik 
Of  her  NeyeB,  that  half  wink, 

ThaC  tlie  nulin^  h\mX,  Kith  the  Done "  iu  the  Keoct, 
lUth  tum'd  her  brain,  to  a  merry  meny  vain. 

M'trl.  Oa  Ftiidlu  PiUrico,  and  let  lue  itiii^.     Pint  set  mv  down  here  <m ' 
my  /Vufci."    Uenliy,  gently,  for  cTactniig  of  my  wind,  now  1  mtutW^^ 
Hum,  ham. 

She  tingi. 

Thia  u  Bicn  Rowfle,"*  ihit  it  Bien  Bowse 

Tw  tUtU  it  ms  Skew  » 
i  boww  no  IJiffc,^  fnu  a  tt^oU  Qa^^e  ■■ 

VJ  (Am  ra  bowae  to  ytni. 

7%u  Bowee  u  bttler  then   liom-bowae,** 
/( teta  the  tian  **  a  giglinjj, 


[K^ 


'  TUteon.      '  cliceoe.      >  Gentleman.     <  Pork,     »  Mutton.      • 
»  Fowl.       »  Good  aiwil.      »  Uoiiw-.      '"  Look  oI^L      "  Kyea.       " 
"  Matii*trat«.        "  Ale-house.        ■*  Wife.        •*  Sacred  oath.        "  OW.; 
"  Buinjcka.      »  Good  alo.     »  Cup.     "  Watw.     "  Qimt  pot     ■ 
M  Uontli. 


StntwtU.  Bat  Sir,  we  hav*  tokon  witli  faor  (such  Btggan,  mcli  AofTMik  nidi 
(^lUToftoMddi,  and  sticli  Halfje-birdJi  [dnce  foil  cnU  'em  to)  lu  yon  never  ktiew,  or 
buiril  of,  ihbiivli  HOW  the  Coimtne»  swiu-ta  with  'em  uxitlvr  every  H«ilu«,  lut  tf 
ftii  ittiiuiiierabri:  atiiiv  o(  >rii  v/eri'  InU-ly  dwhaiKlcd  witliuuC  I'uy.  JUiLe-innU 
Hid  jtm  f  H€dife  Laitff-birda,  Hrdtje  Oamitien,  Htdgt  SouUlirr,  Hrdgt  Lttvyer 
Htdat  fidkrt,  jjtdge  I'oti,  Htdgt  J'iaytrt^  and  ft  Hedgt  I'riut  amouu  '<uii. 
Sttcb  Wtt  have  lukcii  for  tim  PrindvaU.  Bat  to  tee  how  thu  Uuuitude 
•cnp'd  na,  w&h  murK  •port  thftD  pit1.y-  How,  upciti  a  Watcb-wonI  tctveii,  LiiL-y  in 
the  instaut  vanU1)'<l  uy  wore  wvendl  vdIvh  lliaii  iliurti  wem  It^  uinoDg  'tiiii  ; 
how  the  Creeptw  leup  J  uvvi  Puli»  uiid  HiHi^rai ;  Eluw  ihu  BUnuo  fuuiiil  tlii>ir 
vajr  Uinruw  Lokr*  and  Ditcher  ;  how  a  /Mtm  tlcw  witb  Iwu  CliiUlivii  al  Wr 
^aaLf  fUitt  two  mare,  vuhapct,  in  lier  bvUy— 

JtutM  Ciack.  A  fMg<:  i^rirtt  liave  y.m  taken,  aay  jroa  1 

£!m.  Ve«,  ^n,  aii  old  I'atrico,  an  ancient  Prupliet,  to  tfill  Furtunea,  and  d'ten 
cwpoor  Cuuntrr  J'ciiiiluof  tWir  •in>;lt^  MtHii-v.  .  .  . 

CkL  But  u«  ihere  Ffatjer*  aiuuii^  ihe  appreliunded  1 

Sen,  Vea,  Sir.  And  tlii?_v  werw  coiitrivjug  to  «cl  a  Play  among  tliemselviiH, 
jnet  M  Wf  Burprii'd  'cm,  and  spoil'd  liin'ir  Sport. 

till.  PUiffen  1  I'll  pay  tliem  Jilwve  all  the  rest. 

fjm.  You  itliall  do  well  in  tliat  ;  Uy  put  'hem  in  stock  to  Mt  tip  if^o. 

Cia,  Ym,  I'll  put  'em  in  Htwckfl,  and  wt  'em  up  to  the  Wbippiog  p«t.  Tliey 
can  act  Jiuitkta,  can  they  i  I'll  act  a  Jiutica  aniouff  Vin  ;  that  U  to  aay,  I  will 
da  jui-ui'v  iijfon  them  ;  that  U  to  oay — 

t«i».  Pmy  Sir,  lie  not  »evere,  they  act  Kin^  and  £iryxn>ti«,  as  well  aa  Jn*' 
tiea.  AuaJtisitM  U  blindc  thvy  My  :  you  may  tlierefim  be  pliwitM  to  wink  a 
little.  I  Rndp  UuiL  yttu  liave  merry  old  Gentt-f-T'  'fi  your  Iluimtt,  llmi  niv 
toma  far  la  visit  you.    I'll  umlertake  that  ihi  with  lh«  help  of  their 

Pott;  in  n  dt-vico  whii-li  thi^y  have  already  ...  .,  .;i:d  h  piiuk  uf  i;luiitli« 
which  I  Hhall  supply  '«u  with,  rilutlt  ^ivi'  vour  UucaU  much  coutcui,and  miive 
oompKisioa  in  you  tnwimU  tht.-  [Hior  MmuNcji. 

Ctn,  ftnt  Y('ii  know  nty  way  tdJuttica  (and  tfaat'n  n  sure  way)  ifl  to  pnni.-<1i 
'eiD  tint,  and  be  couipa»aionat«  aft«m-ard)s  ah  1  tiiid«  'i-m  uikui  tbejr  Kuuuiitit- 
tJon. 


I 


*  Bcftgu*  with  patched  clnokii. 
>  Biim. 

•  Night 


•  Wnmen  who  tmm  fttt  widowa. 

*  Lie  down  luid  alvcp. 
'  Uo  hetii^ 


I 
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The  Bioqabs'  Chobdb  in  the  "Jovlal  Cbew." 

(From  the  Bagford  Collectioii  of  Ballads.) 

To  an  excellent  "Sew  Tune. 

"  Tbe  Boi^  belongs  to  Act  IV.  bc  2,  and  is  gnen  at  that  place  in  the 
edition  of  Dodsle/a  Old  Playt  1744,  vol.  vi  p.  372.  •  But  the  worda  d{ 
appear  in  the  earliest  edition  of  'A  Jovial  Crew,'  printed  in  1652. 
scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  the  song  was  written  either  hj  Richard  himse 
by  his  affectionate  namesake  Alexander  Brome.  Although  not  printed  ii 
1652  editio  princeps  of  'A  Jovial  Crew,' the  song  was  certainly  knov 
popular  by  or  before  1660." 

There  was  a  jovial  B^;gar, 

he  had  a  wooden  L^  ; 
lAme  from  his  Cradle, 

and  forced  for  to  B^  : 
And  a  Begging  we  wiUgo,  we'll  go,  toe'U  go. 

And  a  Begging  we  ujtH  go. 

A  Bag  for  my  Oat-meal — 

another  for  my  Salt, 
A  little  pair  of  Crutches, 

to  see  BOW  I  can  Halt : 
And  a  Begging,  &c. 

A  Bag  for  my  Bread, 

another  for  my  Cheese, 
A  -little  Dog  to  follow  me, 

to  gather  what  1  leese  : ' 
And  a  Begging,  ttc 

A  Bag  for  my  Wheat, 

another  for  my  Kye, 
A  little  Bottle  by  my  side, 

to  drink  when  I'm  a  dry  : 
And  a  Begging  we  will  go,  we'll  go,  we'll  go. 

And  a  Begging  ice  will  go. 

To  Pimlico  *  we'll  go, 

where  merry  we  shall  be. 
With  ev'ry  Man,  a  Can  in'e  Hand, 

and  a  Wench  upon  his  knee  : 
And  a  Begging,  d:c. 

Seven  years  I  served, 

my  old  Master  Wild ; 
Seven  years  1  begged 

Whilst  I  was  but  a  Child  ; 
And  a  Begging,  d-c 


^  Lose. 

'  A  place  of  entertainment  at  Hoxton  originally  kept  by  one  Ben  Pi 
It  stood  near  the  junction  of  the  New  North  Koad  and  Pitfield  Street,  abi 
on  Pimlico  Walk.    It  is  alluded  to  by  Bm  Jonson  in  the  AUhanisty  by  Mas 

in  the  City  Madam,  and  by  other  w  riters  of  the  period. 


AXT>  BEGGAES  AKD  BEGOrNG. 

1  liad  the  pretty  ktia<'k 

for  to  whwrlie  flnil  W  ■niy  ; 
By  youny  anj  bv  old, 

Miiirh  pitied  L-«r  waa  I. 
And 't  li>-ijgi»tf,  itc. 

FftthcrlFMimd  Motlif^rlfw 

titll  wait  my  I'aniplaiiil, 
Anil  iiont  that  evtr  bow  nie, 

bui  tu'A  [ti«  fiT  a  •aiut : 
yltn/  (I  HtgijiTtff,  itc. 

I  heRpH  for  my  Master, 

ami  Rot  hiiii  store  of  I'elf ; 
But  J'ntf  now  Ijc  jinuBcd, 

1  now  bej{  for  iny  Bclf  ; 
And  a  Biffffintj,  Ac 

Within  a  hollow  Tre« 

I  livii,  ttud  {Kiy  tiu  Rt;tit ; 
Providence  providen  fur  tiie, 

and  I  lun  wuU  cuntuut, 
Ami  rt  Hrijijimj,  il-c. 

Of  all  OciHpiiliiHUi, 

n  Be^^ignr  lives  the  hott, 
For  when  hoi's  a  wwir}-, 

he'll  lie  him  ilnwn  and  rent ; 
A^^d  a  Vrg^ing,  itc. 

I  fear  TiD  Pinu  tigAJncit  me, 

hwt  live  in  otwii  (Jell  ; 
Why  who  WDU  d  1)«  a  Kinff, 

wlien  a  ilt-ji^jar  lives  mu  ivell  X 
And  a  lirfmng  uv  ttrilt  ijo,  wt'll  <jo,  weU  go, 

And  a  atifying  we  vfill  ijo. 


en 


The  TlNiutK  and  th£  Beggar. 

1661. 

From  Wit  and  Drollery,  Joviall  Foemn : 

CoiTtutud  Luid  iiiUL'h  oiiitiudud,  with  udditiDiu, 

BySirJ(abn}M(vniii»)  Ja(i]ieN)HCinit)i)SirW(illi(uii)IXnvHiai]t}J(obn}IXoiiiii;) 
ii  and  the  uoat  refined  Wit«  of  the  Age.     Kditfd  hy  K.  M. 

London  PriuUd  for  Math.  Urook,  at  the  An^fd  lu  Cunihil,  lfi61. 

Preface  Btnt«E  thiit  "  theuc  Poi.^tii0  reiiriiitvil,  with  additions,  ai-e  eoUefited 
the  best  WiW,  of  what  above  SKI  vcara  sinre,  wcrt?  W^pin  to  h«  pre- 
i,  fcirDiinh  and  frieuda  ;  the  Iimr  of  linvinf;  &onte  of  tliem  imperfectly  wt 
bAtb,  Uioujijh  uuwilliiigly  madti  them  uuiuiiioii. " 

A  Song. 

The  Tinker. 

For  he  nit*  all  ilay  riiialhii};  and  niminK  nnnr  tlic  bun], 

And  goe«  about  Iroiu  huute,  to  huueu,  lo  el'i[)  ibv  (joad  wifea  liolu ; 
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Tins;  quutli  tliu  [ii«ta).  fnund  quolli  tlie  kuUlv, 
He  euU«  lo  hitt  wif.^  fot  &  ha.ininer, 
He  ^o(M  about  from  touu  to  town 
Moot  like  a  ItoK>i«  in  tiuittner 

And  of  all  occupations  Bcj^tif^  u  the  beat, 
WI]«usoevei'  liv  it  wary  liu  iiuiy  i&y  bitu  ilovru  lo  iv»l ; 
For  liciWsoe'K  the  world  gnea  thev  never  take  any  cafv  ; 
Ami  wbutMwvcT  Uioy  bv^  or  gel  t^icjr  sjKiud  it  in  Ruwl  live. 

Up  goea  the  rtaff,  down  -gow  the  walkt, 

Tu  the  alebouM  Ihey  go  t^'itb  Bpe«<l ; 
Thev  sfM-ml  many  i  |H>t,  they  cam  not  for  the  shot, 

TniB  is  t]]e  best  occupation  inii«etl. 

Thin  bnth  his  <1"st,  anoLlier  U  hIuimI  foxj. 

They  Imve  ^lill  u  peny  to  their  Qeed. 
Tbcv  ilriiik  many  a  [lOt,  tJiey  cup  not  for  the  «hwt : 

Tliia  in  the  beat  Lrudu  indeed. 

With  a,  hey  down  detry,  the¥^  be  full  men;y, 
Though  thi'  manhul  elAHil  nttliv  diiiv  ; 

Wbi^n  ififir  iimntir  m  dime,  tbuy'l  luive  uiont  licloie  Doos, 
Or  rlriiUc  ujion  llie  hcoiv. 


Thr  ErcaUHH  IIoODB. 

]6fl«. 

the  Kngluh  Itnyu*  de^rrilH")  in  the  Life  of  Mvriton  l«troon,ii  ITiCjl 
Xttravoffrtrtt.  ]j(-ii)t;  n,  mmpleat  Ht.>torv  of  the  mnet  Eminent  Cheats  o(  bola 
Mxea,  by  Kichaitl  ifead,  1605.     (Corrected  by  the  ediliuu  ol  1072.) 

In  the  Eptille  to  the  Reader  the  author  aaya — 

"WhBi  huie  1  pnMuut  yo  with,  b  on  ociuiual  Id  yoor  own  mnther  kneric ; 
ftnd  yet  1  ibitiy  mit  irnprDperlv  call  it  a  TtatiAlation,  dntvrii  fmin  the  I)lM-.k  C"fJ 
of  nieria  wicked  uttti»ui>  ;  dudi  who  (fjuinxl  ibv  IVril  thepiiiint  of  courtin^ilhtav, 
by  lixlitj^  tlifiiiMdvrit  Viibintt^n  tn  H«rveMuder  bi:*  He)li.->)i  lliii i urn  i  with  m>iM 
whc'tvof  I  \mve  huntolbni  Wen  unbiipmlv  aiquuintvd,  nnd  am  not  wb«me4 U 
cn:iiV'ji)i  thai  1  havo  l^ewu  Mnirwbat  sonp.!  by  tli»-ir  ritiuux  pnkctioea,  but  oo«  I 
hope  cleanned  in  a  gnut  moaaiin  From  tliosc  tniporitie*." 

In  a  Prwraco  to  the  H«ud«r  eubcciiitviuly  writlvn  bv  Fmncu  Kirkbamt  thv 
Eollowin;;  nrcnrs  M  to  the  identily  of  tJie  author  n-ith  >ienti)n  Latmon. 

"  When  this  piece  wa»  first  imbli^wl  it  wa«  u»herL«l  into  the  World  with  tbe 
iisnni  ceremony  of  a  Preface,  and  lliat  a  larpc  one,  u-b^rehv  the  Antbotir  inlfT- 
ded  and  endeavuured  to  poaseiis  the  iteader  with  &  belief,  that  what  was  niillen 
wftB  tlie  Lift:  of  a  (KiW«  kxtrapdyiitit,  the  Anthouni  Frieml  and  Acquaintanm 
This  waa  the  intent  »t'  tlie  Writer,  but  the  Keodere  could  not  be  drawn  lu  ihi* 
belief  but  111  ^i;nem1  cobciirrvd  in  this  opinion,  that  it  wna  the  Lifeofllie 
Aulhuur,  itni.t  nmwithstaniiiD^  all  that  hath  been  said  to  the  oguliury  nuuijr 
elitl  CLiutinuc  iu  thin  opinion.*'  .... 

CHAI'TEK  V. 

ifTterein  he  IUlale$  tekat  nuiniMr  of  Pffple  iJuy  Mtm  im  vhem  Steutjf  k»  mint 
luBUelf;  division  of  Iknr  TWJiri,  Afunfun,  Vnttomt,  and  Lanffvagt, 
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eift 


As  vara  as  I  liail  rtwolvM  tn  travel  lhftCi)iiniry  with  them,  they  Btted  me  for 

lieir  coiii|siny,  liv  "tripfiiiiy  lui*,  ami  ai-IUii^  my  proper ;,'^riiiciit*,ftnil  ilonthitig 

T  in  nmH,  which  ihry  pinivd  abuiil  iiif,  Kiviiij*  ii  Htitcli  here  ami  there,  acconl- 

l  v»  necwwitv  rviiuircil.     Wc  imed   nul   whtii  we  entered   our  Lihkin,  at 

xlginft,  t<i  fmil  tiff  nur  i-limth*  ;  which  had  I  been  forced  l«  do,  [  cnnlil  never 

^liavfi  pat  them  on  ii^'ain,  n(»r  any,  but  »«cli  whu  wtii*  iiccustomed  to  prwhirn 

Ordrr  rrnt  ni  n    liaM  >if  Rufju.       Huing  now  ai?  mcdr  rfc    Tattfrilrm-iUian^  to 

coinpleat  me  for  their  pur[KiE.e,  witli  v,t\xu.  WiiUml'!  ihcy  bo  d)*:o!i>urecl  my  Thoi', 

that  eveiyono  that  kiw  mt>,  wimld  hiive  sWorn  i  was  the  tnie  son  of  an  Sgypii-"*' 

Before  we  tniircht  an,  h't  me  jjivc  yon  sin  uccuunl  tif  uur  Leadirf.  and  l-hti 

nnrkn  we  were  disponed  in.         Uiir  rhitf  ('oTiiriiundi;r  waa  called  by  lh«  itaiiie 

[of  RufffUr,  lh«  n<»xt  to  bini  Ij^rtV/At-man,  the  rest  in  order  tUua  : 


Heahn,  (aliaa)  Angtert. 
I'ri^tn  of  pTOJum*. 
Paiiyards, 
J'nUen, 


'.WhijhJiifta, 


iiKyx'iltrt. 
Vurialt. 
Iritk  foyje. 

D(»nn\eran. 
Glymmrrer. 
liitu-tlij-hukttt, 
A>il«m'M«rU. 

DrUa. 
KiifMii'MorU. 


We  muf  leT'd  above  threeneore  oM  anfl  yomiR,  and  becnuae  we  were  too  great 
*  c<impnny  to  nuirch  Uip-llirr,  wo  wt-fB  liivided  into  tlin^c  Sijiuiilnms.  The 
fint  Siju'idron  that  Ie<l  tlio  Vim,  -wba  oMered  by  nuTOomniandcr,  U>  atitk  iip 
tmall  lioiiKhK  nil  thu  wtiy  they  went,'  that  we  niitjlit  know  whnL  mune  tlicy 
•Irrr'd.  Kur  like  Wild  Kowl  wl*  (lie  one  iifkT  lumtht^r.  nnd  thoiish  we  arc 
KaUeretl  like  the  iinartew  of  u  Tniitor,  yet  like  wnter  when  cut  witn  u  Sword, 
W*  tf«jiily  (Simeloff-tlieTaitain.  A»the  Sjcitor  hnlb  liis  Wench  «nd  hi »  Cock  wilh 
him  when  he  i^ip^  tn  Wan  :  or  liki:  a  Sfotrii  Arra^,  where  every  soldier  nlmiMt 
bntli  the  (•'nul  H'ifi-  und  the  Tlftinis  (otlowin^  him  :  so  we  had  every  one  his 
/tarn  orWeiich,  whonirriwl  nth^i-X^ikcy a. L)iilah\/-fhf.ai,- ami  it  mwyhe  itnntht-r 
in  her  Anns,  When  they  are  weary  of  aarryiiif;  them,  thev  tnke  tEieir  tnrns  to 
pat  them  in  n  pair  of  PiinnicTB,  like  grr*u  Gevw  coins  to  Slnrkct,  ot  like  Fish 
in  DMWrs  *  coniinf;  from  Jfjir.  Where  uote,  that  eaen  diviaion  hath  n  siitttll 
Horse  or  two,  or  c1«c  Aascs  to  ca^c  them  of  their  burdens.  Sonic  of  ua  wero 
clad  Antickly  with  UclUiiud  otht-r  toyeB,  niet'rLy  to  uUnre  the  Cwmitrey  pooplu 
unto  as,  whieh  moftt  commonly  prndnccd  their  <le.iired  efTecta,  In  some  pliu^ea 
Ihey  would  flock  untu  uh>  in  ^rvut  quanlilivu,  und  Uieii  wns  our  Litiiu  lu  iiiake 
onr  Market*.  We  preteudi'd  an  )u'i|U»iiilauce  with  the  Hta»  (as  haviiif;  itn 
■lliaaeo  lo  vim  Egrjptuin  Marii,  the  founderfl  of  AHlrolopck  Art)  aJid  that  the 
M in ut«n  of  FntK  wi^re  our  Fiuni!iiiris»nd  tui  juMHeiiain^  tlu-M!  poor  ijtnonint 
people  with  a  belief,  that  we  could  tell  their  Fortune  by  itupetiition  into  eithi-r 
bandN  or  fiue" ;  whil'it  w«  wprc  fttriini^ly  loukiny  tlierwon,  oim  of  our  diviwj 
V-omradtA  pirkt  their  pockety  or  with  n  abort  ahaq)  knife, and  a  horn  on  the 
thumb  Ni'/i'  their  hi-rujf*  .  ,  .  . 

Thn?(*  we  nnnhled  np  and  down  tH«  Connnry ;  n.nd  where  thft  p«>ple  dennMin'd 
themselves  not  civil  to  lu  by  voluntary  contributions,  their  tJcese,  llena,  Pigw, 
or  any  hucIi  nuutliblc  tliiu^f  we  met  with,  matte  us  satialactiou  for  their  hide- 


1  Thia  19  evidently  founded  on  the  pmctica  of  th«  gypaiea  who  Ibnn  a  ttnil 
-with  three  heaps  ofi^rass  termini  "  CnhMM*.' 

*  An  iiifoiiL.  ^  Pnnniun  or  baaketa. 

«  Picked  tlieir  pockeU.  *  F.  -U. 
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Imuod  injurifle.  Our  revenge  mi»t  UMiunonlj  wu  ver^  blooily,  iau\  m 
lifM,  that  wbiU«v«r  fcU  iiilu  tmr  baiidit,  uvrvt  t«ca]wfl  b1it«,  and  in  our  mi 
BO  entel,  iKftt  nothing  would  antiBlie  110  bat  the  mry  heftrtft-bliKxl  of  vhrti 
kilkil.  Tlio  iisuul  BBcrilice*  of  our  implKoiliK-  nvutiK?,  were  tnnoornt  l^ait, 
Sheep,  (\ilvf-4,  fee,  all  af  irhich  wc  )iaii<Iled  niitrnw^verolr  thnn  PriMaet>an 
by  St^rj«iiitJi,  when  they  ara  nut  I)juiI  ihvit  utijiut  Iti^iaiids  ;  KeoB,  I  akooM 
hikvn  miiil,  liiit  tliAl  l<5  v)({>i:riviinv  I  havr  found,  tlivy  walk  not  ai-^w^ug  tO  llii 
Rules  nf  nndnnt  C'on>itiliitioni),  hutaregaideil  by  Uie  dii^totfi)  of  their  innbib 
willK,  wbith  iH  their  Law,  which  pmir  PriMinen  must  imhil^e,  (tboofih  A17 
rack  thi:ir  Mtmitvr  cruiliw.  or  juiwn  their  chiath.'))  or  «1m  thvj-  lotwi  trpntt  l«i 
kiiiiln<;«s  from  them,  then  a  t'onil pruned  i"!iw)n  about  lo  b«  tyed  up  l^llw 
HAn^Muui,  who  will  slay  till  he  is  rcadv  to  be  tumeil  oir.  A  Goose  oofniog 
auioTig  ii!t,  vro  have  a  trick  to  make  biin  «o  wi^,  aa  never  to  be  •  Oonw 
Again  :  hm  let  the  n-iacct  nsc  what  tricks  they  can,  they  tiiaM  ntm  makt  iniit 
eerjeaiitt)  lioucHt  uicn.  We  ieiEe  th«  prey,  anJ  leave  the  TrkicuI  port  to  tm 
Moris  or  women  to  act :  the  Sta/ff  on  which  they  perform  thtur  nartA,  i-  " "  ■ 
Mnie  iHr^c  HmOt,  ur  h'vrz'lnu^ComiMmjM  Utnu  any  Uouim.  Tiiic  Iwr. 
and  niylil  apiiroacliiitK,  we  ivpair  to  our  Uonnitoriei,  or  Hon«i>«  nf  Ke"t,  "  lu  j 
are  ni<j(>t  usnallr  Out-hams  of  Fiinm-n  and  Hoshiuulinen,  whirh  «-e  vai* 
choiw  iif  in  noiUB  prtur  utrajtlinn  Villll^•e,  who  dare  not  deny  «»,  for  firai  rr»tic 
iiiorami'UiL'y  fun!  their  Thnti'lil  Houiita  too  hot  to  hold  them.  Then  BmM 
cwfYe  ii*  iit«trail  1.1  f  !.-■>•  tk  HiHiitiii,  Sujiiritig  I'urluurv,  an<i  !!<.-•  I -C'hs mWn  :  turiit; 
Supt,  (nuiat  lomninnly  in  a  pleniiful  uianiuT)  we  cannot '>it.-A  *>  /f<v]*bMi^ibu 
u  to  say,  i^li'ep,  wiliu'iit  ^'""■1  ■tiiTv  of  liiitu-ffias,  that  is.  Drink  ;  ui<l  lui^i.- 
anffieiently  warm'd  our  l'r.iin.<)  witli  hutnmin;*  Uiinor,  which  onrZiMnrr  l.*-  '  ' 
nhall  pruciue;  if  iiurdf«'it(iiliUrtiin''oi3(lletai»B)  cannot,  we  then Mnj;  *■.  i  ' 
or  two  in  our  ovrn  l^nii^un]^^  of  which  wo  nad  good  slnn: ;  whiih  forlliru 
bawilry'  I  omit :  howuTer,  give  mu  leave  to  uutann  oue  Caoung  SuqbilH'-l 
dmU  ware  the  rent. 

Bing  out  bien  Morta,  and  toure  and  totm, 
Bin);  out  bico  Uorts,  and  tuum  ; 
For  all  yonr  Unds  ok  bing'd  awiut 

The  bien  euve  hath  the  louro 

And  Jybe  well  jfttkt. trek  nime  conlect, 

Fur  lack  hy  glvntnuir  to  Mnund  ; 

Trt  mill  ««eh  hfii,  let  (jivh  bine  then, 

Thtmigli  RufTnianB,  junic,  or  Laund, 

Till  Cranipinic*  (inirr  lip  ( 'm-e  httt  hire ; 

And  Quire  Ki^u  do  iheui  eutrb, 

A  CWiniken,  mill  >{nirv  Ciitrm. 

Ka  <]uire  to  hen  Coves  wati^h. 

Bien  Darktnans  then,  Bouae  Mott  and  Ken, 

The  bien  cores  bins*  &waM, 

On  L'liatee  to  trine  oy  Rome  Cores  dine. 

For  hid  lonj;  lib  at  but 

Koff'd  out  bien  Moits  and  toure  and  toare, 

Bina  out  of  the  Rome  vilo  bine, 

And  lourv  the  Cove  that  cloyd  yoor  dudi^ 

Upon  the  Cbatea  to  trine.  .... 

Qo  forth,  good  ffi^ll^  and  lonk  nbout  and  look  about, 
Oo  forth,  xwd  ^rl-s  and  look  aliout ; 
For  nil  yi>ur  elothra  are  taken  away 

The  pMxl  man  hath  iJie  n>i>ney 

And  iwe  well  soiled,  and  liceneo  ennnterfeitAd, 

I  Indecent  langiMgei 
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For  Iwick  Ijy  lire  to  Vien  ; 

To  fob  eacli  iinu»o,  let  lann  (ji^thcn 

Tliruii^li  wuwl.  tlitcli,  or  lawn. 

Till  »htK-k)<?«  evil  i^ive  nian  hia  due  ; 

Ami  piifton  Jo  iheiii  catcti, 

'Iliu  Flit^uu  lukn  tivury  i[iii^istiiit«, 

Sii  wick)?>l  as  to  goml  men  vnilch. 

CiikhI  iii^lit  tlimi.  ilriiik  ^'irL  uuii  tiontft 

The  i^iMxl  man  /<neit  ftway 

Od  KHll»wd  lu  liaiig  l>v  bud  mens  c:oiuiiiaod. 

Fur  iiii  loDg  xtii^ii  iLt  liLiL 

(io  forth,  K\m\  ^irlis  uiiil  look  about  antl  look  about, 

Qn  fortli  iniiii  Ijntiilnn  lilbtilVi 

And  lonk  for  the  man  that  bUiIb  your  cluthps. 

Upon  tb«  gallowH  to  \uiim. 

TbU  song  oripnaltv  appcjire^l    in   En^luh  Villanica   Kven  sGrerall  timeii 
\  prttt  to  duiili  by  the  Piintcm  ;  But  ^i^tiU  revi\-jiig  a^iin)  are  now  the  df^bth 
time,  ()ia  at  the  hrntl  lUstcttvertil  by  J^anthorne  and  Vniidie-liijht ;  uinl  lli«  IikIjh! 
of  n  XtiW  CryiT.  uiliud  0  Ptr  i*e  0:  &c,  by  Tliuriitw  Ducker,  1637,  Cliaj>.  xix. 

Lik«  aiMl  cant  mhik*  it  io  a  mere  jinitl^  i:if  favourite  oaiit  expreiuiiuiiK;  jxirt 
I  of  it  baa  be«n  neuijaMrily  omitti'J  on  aa;ouiil  of  ita  iiidi'ccncy. 

Haviii;^*  now  obtiiincd  more  than  a  cunrt'nicnt  Imldnoea  I  travoll'd,  and 
tiefO^'d  with  v«-ry  gii'ii  oiu'.ri^si.     But  im-  Ihniijjht  my  lif''  w'l*  (onuswhat  tiacom- 

'  fortahlo  witbuui  a  Coniininion.  (all  Oeaturcs  eciveting  Bncjptv,  hut  mure  espi'- 
cially  Man  :)  iiL  h-n^tli,  ncconliii);  to  my  iJc«irvji,  I  mut  wilti  one,  whose  Icrn^ 
Tiractice  in  thU  Art  (Iwiiidei^  thf!  ("ibsprvationB  of  hin  Prfidereflflnnrs,  (U-rivin^r  hia 
redegrvi  in  a  dii-ect  line  Irom  I'riwt  Prigii),  iiidn'd  him  with  m  mnoh  nkill  an 
to  fumith  mi-  with  the  kmiwledi^o  of  anytbin^j  tliat  Lmlnnged  to  th«  liberal  tirt 

I  «f  Begging;     We  ^traieht  hftwk  onrsi^l'vfia  tn  the  Hooziiui  Ken  * ;  nml  haviiij; 

■  htWorumii/,'  we  cr>nL]iided  an  eveiliwtinu  frieiidBhip.  Theu  did  he  recount 
to  methi"  nuxrt  nifiterial  tbinf^  filwnn-ftble  in  onr  ProfvisiaxL  First  he  liin'd 
tiiy  voice  to  tliat  pitch  which  ini^ht  moflt  nf  all  raiM  compttHion  ;  next  wliut 
fomi  of  pmyor  I  wn^  to  uw>  upon  *iicli  on  occasion,  whnt  upon  such,  varying 
orcnnliiig  t«i  the  hnoionr  of  Ibone  pewoue  that  I  b^ged  of,  (fathered  fivui  tlicir 
h«Ut  orgMture  ;  lh*ti  he  told  mc  when  he  came  toLAn'tim,  be  would  ncf|nai(it 
ine  what  place*  wttrv  nioht  hi  for  our  purituni.-,  and  what  Cieul'*.  Tbul  1  uu^ht 
not  to  be  too  importniuitp  to  Home,  alwnva  wishing  well,  and  loudly  pniyin^  for 
tbe  hwhh  And  tofely  of  E!>tAl<.*  nn<.l  Liiiibhi  ut'  iticb  us  denied  mu  Alme  ;  but 
Mon  especially  pronoiniiie  a  Hod  hhia  >t<nt  Mnttrr,  nml  lirt  Huwen  mnird  irhat 
ymi  AoM  htrt  done  oh  (urth,  if  any  thint"  is  l>t»ltiwed  upon  tue.  If  any  i^honld 
pity  mv  nakedneait,  and  cUuth  int^  in  ^iirmi-iilti  without  Jiole*  in  tliirni,  I  idiuuld 
Wear  liiian  no  lon^^cr  than  in  the  Donoi-s  idftht,  resorviin*  iny  rag?  to  re-invest 
niVMlf,  and  i«*l!  th«  other,  an  unfit  and  Hi-4in<lalou<i  to  our  ( Vriimtion,  Tbnt  we 
ehimld  never  b-  a  fur  rnrni  one  another,  and  at  nights  fnithfuny  sliare  the  gnink. 
Monwvf  r  h«  i nfiinird  niB  ibn  wtiy  tw  miiko  nil  tiorUi  of  weniin^; Horys and  tamencjH. 
Thiit  within  the  talter'd  rsgs  thpie  be  planeR  provided  for  privalt  convL\viuie«- 
HtjiiK  «r  iriatun-r  ii^e,  if  tlioy  huvu  no  cbildreii,  rent  them  of  such  ba  have  ;  but 
We  had  no  ocraAion  lor  thiii  fallin;y.  Thiit  if  I  («w  n  door  opitn,  1  should  go  iu 
boldly  ;  if  1  met  any  iu  the  way,  1  nhnuld  then  iu  a  very  T>iihmi^ftive  nianntr 
implore  their  help  in  thtrowiniancc  of  my  want*,  never  lUitirinj^  niiy  thins  but 
what  wofl  of  fltnall  vahie,  one  half-jtenny,  fartliini;,  or  some  bMken  cruflt,  (if  at 
a  ditor)  prct*'tiiiiiiK  the  nut  euting  uf  a  bit  in  two  days.  If  the  prt!»8age  wus  clear, 
whip  away  what  wait  nenrt-Mt  to  hand.     That  the  time  of  rifiing  in  the  morning 


'  Chap,  ri.  p.  M. 


»  Ale-house 


'I  Li^juored  welL 


XSD  BE00AE3  AXD  BEOOINO. 


A  Filer'  my  ««U.t,  a  Filcher'  my  Brother, 

A  Canler*  iiiy  UncVIe 

That  Liir'd  not  for  Pelfe ; 
A  Lil^er*  my  Atiiit,  a  BuKKC  my  seKe: 
In  white  whtaten -straw,  wlirii  tht-ir  Wllieii  ware  full, 
Then  I  wa*  befjot,  between  Tinkpr  Si  Trul. 
A  ml  fhtrtforf  a  Bfififn;  a  Beggfr  VU  he, 
Far  witu  iMlh  a  tpxril  m  jooond  at  A#. 

When  Boyea  do  cume  to  tu, 

And  thiit  tlicir  intent  ia 
To  fiplluw  our  t^l]iii^,  wi-  here  liiml  them  Prentice, 

SoQii  (IK  iliL-y  cume  too't 

Wet^acJi  Ihani  i^tlon't 
And  givu  thi-ia  a  aUilTand  a  wallet  to  Ijoo't, 
We  t«ach  them  Lliuir  Lin({ii«,  Ui  crav<*  and  to  Cant, 
The  d«vi[  U  in  them  if  then  thf-y  can  want. 
7/mut  lire  hirrr-.  that  BtgijfTt  wili  few, 
ire  vritfumt  In-tUrttttrai  mil  Twia  litem Jtu, 

We  hf^  for  our  hronA, 

Bui  Bometinics  it  happens 
Wc  feast  with  l*i>;n.  Pulltt,  Conny  and  Capons, 

For  Churclit*  Airaiw 

W*  arc  no  men  slavLrB 
We  have  no  Keligion,  ynt  live  hy  our  Pmyers, 
But  if  when  we  bqc;,  Men  will  not  draw  their  purwii, 
We  vluiTxe  and  ^ive  fm^,  with  n,  vully  uf  curai^a. 
7'lw  Dtvit  KnfinLnd  f/t/tir  fftwl  Kvrskip  i/v  «T/ 
A  lid  tueh  a  bidil  f/ruze-ii  /lU-'rt  iifijijrw  u  w  f. 

London.    Printed  for  W.  Thackeraif,  T,  PcuKitger,  and  IK  lyhilumd. 

This  Song  WAB  in  the  yenr  Uno  anng  1^  Mr.  Henukirk  at  Sadler's  Wells 
Iha  Mcond  part  in  the  fwUowinR  form  ; — 

We  do  thinjE^  in  B^osnn  and  have  bo  much  Reason 

Wc  raiw  nu  Kvlnilliuni!  nur  never  talk  treusuu 

We  billet  our  Mnten  at  vcrj-  Inw  itnle* 

Wliilu  iwmo  koL-p  ihidr  Quarter*  be  hit;li  nn  yo  Oates 

With  Sliiiikin  up  Morgan  '*■  willi  Mew  t-'ap*  or  TmjjHe' 

We  into  no  Oovenanla  enter  nor  Leacuu 

And  lh«n?f"rir  n  bonny  iKdd  Btji^ar  I'll  lie 

For  none  loads  a  lite  ho  merrj-  a»  we. 

For  duch  p rutty  PWbw  "•  HbirU  fr"iii  y*  Hedges 
We  are  not  in  fenr  in  he  drawn  iipnn  Sledgea 
But  sometimes  the  W\u]<  dix's  make  tisto  skip 
Aitd  then  we  ti^m  Tythinj;  lo  Tything  do  trip 


ickponkeL  ■  Thiuf.  '  Traiupinn  bt'ioiar.  '  Shoplifter. 

I  A  Wulsbman.     Thi*  wa»  one  of  the  nonius  aiidcr  which  the  Weltih  wcr« 
driwd  by  Hm  Jfiunn  and  otliure  in  thu  r«itjii  ulJonii^  1. 
'  A  Scotchman. 
'  An  Irishman  ;  from  Tudhg,  a  poet  or  philu^pher,  a  Iii\'ourite  Irisli  name. 


«ti  VAGEAKT3  AND  VAOBAXCT. 

For  when  at  a  Poor  buunnf;  ken  w#  dn  \ah  it 
We  atAnd  mort  in  fe«p  nf  j«  Slocks  than  t«  GibVt 
Aod  if  {rum  y*  Stocks  we  can  keep  oat  our  Vvrt 
Wc  Icar  not  y«  Counter  Kings  Bench  or  J^  KleeL 

We  throw  down  no  Alter  nor  never  do  bltvr 
So  mnch  m  to  nintt^c  n  Gold  ObAln  for  a  ttalter 
Tbo'  come  men  do  Hout  ub  and  oth«n  do  doobt  na 
Wc  commonly  bear  fotirty  tinineas  about  ne 
But  many  fsooii  fellows  are  fincT  and  look  fiercer 
ThAt  owe  for  their  Cloaihs'  to  y«  Taylor  or  Mercer 
And  tlivrvforv  a  merry  bold  Bi^'ar  I'll  W 
Fur  w  D  it  ill  night  in  y*  Barn  tuniblea  he. 

Sometime*  I  feign  in  my  wlf  to  >w  lame 

And  when  a  Cbath  mme-t  I'll  liap  to  my  Gsno 

Wc  neldtnn  rainrurr)'  or  ever  do  nmrr^- 

By  the  brown  Comnion  Prartt  or  Cloke  Dirw^tory 

For  f^imon  and  SuB&n  like  Binla  of  a  P«itlii.T 

They  kia*  and  they  Isni^h  and  no  tie  t>'<^thr.r 

Like  PigB  in  the  Pease  stmw  entangled  tbey  lie 

There  they  bcK^t  audi  a  bold  Bi-iiKur  &s  I. 


Tub  Cohplste  Mekdicaiit. 

1699. 

Pmm  thv  Comfilcat  McDdinuit :  or,  Unluip{^  Befigar  being  the  life  of  u 
UiLforlmtalt:  Uwillemau  by  Dajiitl  Defoe,  Itiifsi. 

When  we  mine  at  a  conveidc-iit  distance  ftum  the  Town,  I  put  bim  in  mind 
of  hi*  (in.niitu-  ur.  to  iiisLnict  nie  in  tlie  SecrtW,  and  Mystmea  ol  a  TtavelUng 
Ueiidicaiit,  whieb  bu  rvudtly  comply'd  with,  and  wiibal  told  ue,  to  prntnl 
l-ein^  Mtin-ticiiii-i^tiiod,  it  would  be  uecestary  to  give  me  a  general  loen  aod 
Kotinn  of  lb«  linfiinc'Mi. 

Aa  to  the  Sdt-nr.i:-  ainl  Orcu^ialinii  of  bt'utina,  (for  that  in  strictueaa  of  aenM 
ie  tJie  pRiperest  Xaine  I  can  call  it  by)  'tie  in  tiie  main,  a  kind  of  an  ruwwft,i 
sort  of  Tnidn  anJ  Prolpjwion  wt  well  wmiiy  td  the  rtat,  wi  that  if  il  be  notalwan 
nicely  confomuiblii  to  the  Knleii  of  Vertuc,  Justice  and  Truth,  thcre'i  a»  mnch 
if  not  mur«  to  be  mid  fitr  it,  thjin  fnr  iiny  other  Science  or  Calling 

To  goon  therefon*,  if  you  intend  to  be  a  Pn>fi<;ie«iin  tbeSrienreof  be^tging; 
your  iiiHt  budlneiis  will  be,  to  consult  the  Nature  and  Teuipet  of  the  Permu  you 
are  to  niaki.-  your  appHcAtion  to,  and  by  what  «xp«iUent  you  may  bi^l  it-uou- 
uiciiil  your  self  to  him  :  our  ineihod  for  ltiisis,coiuinoDlytogo  toaoiuea'lja^iit 
Alehnuflc,  where  for  the  cxiwnct  of  Six  I'ence,  wc  may  lie  enjuipt  witti  Jhr 
Hevcnil  Chnnu-luv  and  Inditiatiuiu  ol  all  thi:  Gentry  and  CUt^  witldn  f^ut 
or  (iv«  Miles  ruuiid, 

Wlien  you  haw  hit  of  the  Poi«on,  tbe  uc-jtt  ihii^  ia,  to  oodaiII  whether  it  bt 
ni('«t  pmper  to  atieud  him  yuur  Milf,  ur  k^ihI  him  the  nature  of  your  Csm  in  i 
IiaiM  i  if  von  do  th«  first,  you  nuuit  be  euiv  to  fix  ujion  snch  a  Umf,  when  you 
ojv  nioiTilly  r<Tl;un  hv  u  not  i*.ti)ia^'d  iii  biiaiiiima  or  Oonipany  ;  if  von  do  tlx 
latler,  ^e  great  difRcuIty  is,  to  ^t  your  l«etler  handsomly  convei^d  to  hini  i 
njy  n*ny  (and  I  Lhiitk  "tii  the  bol]  in  to  cony  it  my  ncU  tuid  walk  abool  the 
iiall  ttc.     Till  I  have  got  my  Answer. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VARIOUS  WRtTKRS  lU.USTRATINO  TUB 
HABITS  AND  IMPOSTURES  OF  TRE  VAllRANTANU  BEGUAR, 
1708—1868. 

Memaini  of  the  right  villiiinnuB  Johs  Hall  {17C'8)— The  Lazy  Beggar  (1731) — 
JAMEaC'ADLi'iKLU.Eiu'iiuiga  of  a  Bej^r  (1731) — O.  PABKCBrillustrati-^uH 
of  Low  Lite  (1781)— BoBEBT  BcRNR,  The  Jf>lly  Heggnra  (17S5)— Frasci* 
Obovs,  Begpin  uad  Vn;i:raot  Inipo^tore  (179G) — J.  T.  SutiQ,  Vogaboud- 
i»nB(18l7) — PtERCR  EgaW,  A  CiirlgiVs  Rcaort  (lt>2l)— WfLLIAM  HOSB, 
Aiity  Bri^iial  and  Ute  Btyjiiiit;  (^uulier  (1827V-Joai(  Baocock,  Beggora 
aud  Tinlicra  (1828)— W.  A  Miles,  Poverty,  Mendicity,  and  C^rime  (IB39) 
— Letters  from.  Oborqb  Atkikb  Brink  (1^!^.  mil,  1876)— Chahles 
DiCKZNa,  The  Begging  Letter  Writer  and  Tianiiu  (1860). — Hest  MaY- 
tlEW,  Luiiiluii  LuWimiid  ihi;  Luihiuii  Pour— Tim  Pu.t.letiT— Thu  Strctver 
—B*ggar  Street  Sellent  (1851)— A  BLind  linpo^lur  (1SB5) — J.  HoaysBT 
Wbiuht,  CunfuffiionH  uf  nii  OtJ  A1][iat;iver(1871)— A.  H.  Todlmik,  Rtuiia 
juid  Vuguliijndii  of  til «  Kacecuiirxe  [!H72} — P^eiido  MiMirtnarie*  {1B72) — 
A  Deaf  and  Dtmih  Iiapmtor  (Irt74.)—Tlie  American  Tramp  (1H78)—Wlixt 
a  B^ar  Boy  buys  (itm) — Street  Wg^'iii^!  (1886)— Rich  Be^inire— Froien- 
OQt  B«ffian>— BfgK»rit'  Bfirnx — A  Chn«LiiiA«  Hayumker — Oiimy  Aiieodute 
— fif!QUlg  Letter  Inipoeturea  (1874). 

1708. 

From  the  "  Memoin  of  the  right  Villainoua  John  Hall  the  late  famoiin  and 
aolorioUB  robber,"  170S. 

Jobo  HttU  wu  exeonted  at  Tybam  Dec.  17, 1707,  for  breaking  open  the 
lifluae  of  CaptAiu  Qujron  near  Stepney.  Mc  was  originally  a  cbimtiey  ewee|), 
and  oouuniraeud  a  career  of  crime  aliout  1675. 

SwBBTKEBS. — S«ch  OS  drop  Money  before  Pt'ople,'  anil  taking  out  of  Siglit, 
inveigle  a  Man  {after  a  hot  l>iwpute  with  i»»me  of  their  AcLompIicea,  who 
earnestly  claim  haWea  of  what  tliv-y  find)  intn  a  Tavirm  th^y  um,  whore  they 
dnw  him  into  Card*,  Die*,  or  Siiu-Me  and  Thnng,  whirh  lliwy  plaiitKd  in  MHiia 
Tliible  Place,  and  win  nl)  Dm  Money :  Th(»c  onrt  of  Verminc  Itkewiao  gn  about 
the  Countrey  to  cheat  Fwple  uf  Uifir  Mnni-y  hy  tin;  Lrgrrrianain  Slight  i*i 
Chju  txid  Baii,*  and  L-atkinit  Eng  ;^  tliiaisaFimctian  too  tiiatbaaaocflouriflhed 
■ince  the  late  Act  for  Vagabonda. 

1  Ge&enlly  eouaterfeit  guineaa. 

*  A  trick  performed  with  three  roetal  ciipR  and  four  imaU  cork  ball^  in 
which  the  fp<>ctator  is  mystified  oe  to  tlie  situation  of  the  hollj. 

'  A  liag  into  which  the  npectator  \*  iiivitvd  to  droy  a  itipulntetl  coiu  and 
draw  oat  a  ticket,  which  entitles  him  to  a  prize  of  greater  or  leflsvmloe  tbait 
bis  money,  according  to  hi"  hick. 


AXli  BKGGARS  AND  BKGGIXO. 

lLI.U8TAilTIOX4  OF   LoW    L>IK£. 

irsi. 
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.From  "A  view  of  Society  And  Mnnncre  in  ni};h  tnd  Low  Life,  being  the 
AdventUiw  nf  Mr.  0.  Pftrk«T."  17RI. 

*'  A  modern  Bainfylde  M<K>re  t'arew,  I>ut  not  like  him,  who  Kridwl  hU  Pnya 
eomfnrlJiUy  in  tbc  L'ouiilrv  ;  this  uni-  went  nWut  [njiu  Kucc  to   Itncv  nvWihg 
.  Ctn^Libreuil  iinU,  and  at  but  liiiiAtied  liU  cnroer  at  the  Poor  Houm;  »t  Liv^r- 
[pool" 

QcEER  Bit  Makkbs. — A  cant  woitl  for  coiner. 
IU>TAL  ^jcAMi'. — Tlie   term  api;ni|iriut4-(l   tu  thoi«   IiijiliwR^Tnen  who  rob 
without  luin^  ill. 

Foot  ScAUi*, — Men  not  having  hor^s,  who  nre  on  tlie  t'ooil-im)  liig.  but 

■  whoM  behaviour  is  correspomlcnt  with  tliut  of  thonc  who  arc  on  th«  Ro^ 
Scamp. 
Kss'-CHACKEiw, — A  term  for  Iiou'c-bri'rtlteM^ 

Daist-Kkki;r». — Hostlers  k)eIonKinu  to  Iniye  inne,  and  nre  known  to  each 
other  l>v  thie  iiftme.  Yem  moy  orien  henr  Ihcni  iwk  ouLb  other,  "  When  did 
vouaell  your  Daiay- Kicker  ot  Oroghomi"  Daisy- Kicker  and  Uro^honi  bving 
likevln  cant  for  a  hor<ie. 

FlOLUX  Bex.— These  nre  n  kind  of  general  traileamen,  who  nre  likewiM 
called  Pekr'j  So»*,^  \cith  r.rtr\j  jiiujfT  n  JitU-hmk.  They  watch  all  opport uiii- 
tiea,  rob  at  all  tintei  and  all  places,  from  a  dianinnd  ring  on  a  kuys  toilet 
duwn  to  a  diah-clont  in  the  niDkliole. 

CHAL'yrxB  Cvi.l.K.'^A  speeies  of  paiiquinade  the  nioet  injurious  to  society. 
If  a  man  haa  an  enmity  to  II  [Kirticiibr  )H>ni(iii  nr  litioilv',  ihi^re  in  a  Uoiim  tj 
Call  where  a  set  of  men  are  ready  to  nrite  on  any  «nbji'ct  or  baBinesK.,  and  you 
hear  the  Kong  myun  in  the  conr»e  of  three  bouts  from  your  time  of  payment  in 
St.  Paul's  Chnrchyanl  or  the  Fleet  Mnrkei. 

Kn>i»y  NirPEBs, — Kiddy  Nipper  is  a  man  out  of  work  among  tUH-hnr 
jfin^/,  which  in  cant  for  jonnii'ynien  tnilor*.  The  Kidrlv  Xippcr  frfquent* 
tlie  SI"M44*  of  Call,  csptciaUy  on  Satnrii.iT  night,  when  those  tu  work  hnv« 
received  their  wnfp».  ...  In  the  conwe  of  the  evi"TitnB  the  Kidtly  Nipyer,  who 
bu  a  pair  of  seis-on  itbout  him,  sits  on  the  side  of  the  man  wliom  he  lius  des- 
tined for  his  prey,  whether  he  eiu  on  choir  or  bench,  cuts  the  bottom  uf  hii 
pocket  open,  and  yraUbUs  all  his  Kit.* 

Blce  Piolos  *  Flyer. — TlioAt;  ftr«  journeymen  plumbcn  and  ^liuiere  who 
fepair  housex,  and  ruiuiitig  dtintmen.     To/i/  the  hint  pujttm  is  cuttin;;  off' 
UmA  from  what  they  call  a  Pmycr  Bonic  np  to  a  Bible. 
K     JiBOER  THE  KiB*nKB.»— Is  the  watch-word  inatle  use  of  by  the  people  on  Uia 
^P  coast  i»r  Cornwall  to  point  nnt  A  WTrok. 

JmaRR-UunuKa. — Is  a  lenn  applied  to  jnilom  ot  turnkeys,  J'09't^  Iwinj; 
Jla^  or  cant  for  <W>r.     Unh  the  ji;i>;er  is,  in  fither  worsts,  ihiil  tlw  •t-wr. 

IKsccKl.E.' — In  the  jJ'iih  lanj^nage  signities  those  who  luing  about  the 
lobbies  of  lu'lb  lIou«cs  of  I'arlittinciit,  (he  Opnu  Hon*?,  ami  bolh  Piny  Hihim-*, 
and  in  general  wherever  a  great  crowd  ashuiuble.  Tliey  Ateal  wuU-he:!,  snutf- 
boxeit,  &c. 
MoR.vt>'o,  EvEsiNQ  ASD  Cfhigut  Sseak,— Names  derived  from  the 
mro^iny  ami  RiL-an  manner  in  which  they  commit  their  robberiu.     The  other 


1  &n,  ■  honoe.  •  See  note  on  Ptierer,  p.  629. 

*  Gyp.  cAnMnd,  bny.  son,  fellow.  *  Money. 

'  German  fi/ri.  It-nil,  and  pirktn,  lo  pirk. 
'  Cornish,  ijuyhnd,  la  recognisp,  and  'fhtr,  a  Iwam. 
'  O.  Diitrh,  hncrrlingt,  robbing  nr  thieving. 
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VAGRANTS  AXD  VAGRAXCT, 


part  of  the  epiUi«t  is  Ixmvwed  from  tli«  limv  whea  th«ir  bands  an  perpetnlei. 
or  ■•  ■  d^MTiptiun  of  tho  tliiiifn  they  Mf»\. 

UoBKl>'(>  SxEAK. — A  fallow  whotcatches  the  maid  setviiDtB  la  hooMt  wbfli 
they  open  parlour  n-iiidows,  &c.,  poiticuUrly  if  they  carry  the  ahatt«n  h»d- 
wanln  or  ii]>  an  rntry. 

Id  thtH  iutenal  ihey  sDeak  tJieir  haods  into  th«  caeeioeQt  of  the  wiDd««% 
and  take  Lh«  first  Uiidk  they  can  hiy  their  lionda  on. 

EvKXiNU  Skkaul — K«I1qw»  on  the  wine  iay* 

Uphight  Sheaka — Tho«G  who  netl  pint  and  qnart  pota  tron  out  of  Am 
pe^iptif'it  bu*k«t«  who  have  bud  ibeiu  to  Koar,  at  aUo  trooi  off  aitelra,  stli^ 
caoL-*,  &e. 

LvMPXRs. — Tbe  lowest  order  and  mo«t  contemptible  specie*  of  iLiirrin^.  far 
tven  ill  thierinif  there  are  ^dations ;  and  they  look  dovnt  from  a  Mi|Hticr 
ii|Kr»  ihuM  ill  an  inferior  nuik  with  luori;  votiti^ipt  tlmn  a  Pt-er  would  on  a 
I'orttT.  They  haTt  been  exiiellnl  from  the  Society  of  tljcir  brethren  for  behnj 
uiihIjIv  to  ttamp,^  ^9'  "^  ain,*  imd  they  tlivn  coiuuiviiov  Lumpen,  wbicfa  ii 
>kulkii]j(  alHiiil  idiii*,  linlil«rn«,  &c.,  Iiaiini'iK  about  4U«y«,  wharla,  6x^  tlmii$^\ 
old  [run,  fruit,  nognr,  or  whatever  comsi  to  hand.  ^^H 

Trx  Pikcb.  -  Thi«  rig  is  clianKinK  of  mont^y.  ^^| 

Hook'  and  Ssivey,  icilh  Xis  3u  Ei'ki'kb. — This  pmrtiw  ia  exMOUd ty 
ibrve  men  and  a  duK^  one  of  tbo  men  coMiiterfeilN  icivkne»,  and  has  a  wliil* 
linndkerrhief  tied  round  hit  hcAi),  or  vean  &  night-cap.  They  go  into  an  ale- 
Imuw.-,  and  are  nheu-n  a  room :  having  hid  the  uuii  under  the  table,  UiCT  liin; 
the  bell  and  cnll  for  a  pot  of  })«cr,  and  desire  to  know  of  the  Undlurd  if  he  ku 
Kot  aajr  cold  meat  in  hou^e.and  what  two  of  them  mtutKive  a-piece  to  diue,M 
the  thud  man  ia  very  ill  i  Ail  of  them  then  dine  {dentifoUy  at  the  coat  of 
two. 

The  people  who  practise  this  ty  arc  df)B-«t«alen.  They  call  the  dog  a  Dii^, 
from  a  practice  among  them  of  killing  such  dof^aaoo  advertisement  or  em^nifr 
hot  been  Dinde  ft;>t,  and  Ihia  they  call  " buffin^f  tiu  dog"  wboM  akin  they  adt 
and  f»<I  the  remaining  dogi  with  nia  carcase. 

Little  S:«AK£;iiiAS. — lit  a  rvj  praetiMd  in  the  following  mauaer :  A  ray 
stimll  boy  U  tarried  by  a  gan^  <•(  rdbm-a  in  the  dead  of  night  lo  a  hooK,  tM 
aiuk-holu  u{  which  they  have  alrrady  ub(icr\-ed  ouiuo.  WbcQ  tbie  gang  ia  pretiy 
certain  that  the  fuinily  ui  in  lied,  they  diapatch  their  ambasaador,  tfaa  boy,  (C 
LitlU  Snaktfman,  tn  obtain  Uielr  admittance. 

SN'iTCHKaa.* — Informemagaiust  their  comradea,  who  diacover  iharbannt*, 
and  lay  open  ihuir  scliemea. 

Your  third  nite  ilnw  of  nbiirpeni,  wlien  thpy  have  won  a  mini  of  moo«y,  if 
tliey  should  humien  to  tviuKe  a  bro^ci'  eharper  wbu  u  Jla»h  to  thr  ruf,  and  bis 
Iwan  a  by-stonder,  his  whack,'  are  iuelwilly  tttitfktd  uprm  ;  that  ia,  the  Sn^htr 
followa  the  Inner,  and  a.ikii  bim  what  he  will  f^ve  him  (the  .SiittcAcr)  if  he  paU 
him  in  the  way  of  i«coverini{  his  money  i 

Fbad"  BoBROWRas.— A  una  u»ed  for  Horae-ateolen. 

Rm  S!CDOHKiui.~Ua  nioa  who  hax  iiappeued  to  be  oot  tale  and  fearfal  of 
not  x<:ttin)^  in  at  home,  and  deaimiu  of  trang  Life  ahonld  nndl  iuro  a  niRht- 
hooiie,  be  ou^ht  to  be  vety  oardui  leat  he  should  bll  asleep  iu  any  of  t£uM 
pljicca ;  for  it  be  should,  he  may  be  certain  of  a  \ht^  piece  of  paper  teiBg  ba* 
t«iied  to  bin  half  and  set  fire  to. 

Awakened  by  ttie  cry  of  fire,  he  struggle*  with  it,  and  endearoura  to  extin- 


'  Enterpriae  or  pnraait.  '  Bob  on  the  highway.  '  Tlu«*«. 

*  Piek-pcckcuw  '  Oyp.  Hnini^  ringing  the  ehangea.    Pmv.  E.  ^ta^, 

mean  ;  U.  niehts.    Dutch,  nitl»,  notliina.  *  The  cant  term  for  sham 

'  0.  T)ut<-h,  Saiekfn,  to  follow  or  trace  by  the  scent 

'  DuUVi,  i'uard,  a  hotw. 
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pii'>li  the  flAnieii  thdt  have  seized  on  hia  wig  or  hair,  whiuh  an  buniiid,  pcrhspa 

^b  ExBsperatM  by  thiR  injniy^  he  ofTfirs  hji^f  a  fffd^lea  if  anybody  wiU  inform 
^m  liiin  vrho  has  ustrd  him  Urns  ;  somebody  itap$  tht  bit,  uu<)  tells  bim  Ibnt  m^^h  n 
■  Co*cbman  hwl  done  it,  tbtit  he  wu  juMt  run  iip«Uin,  Btid  that  hin  co&ch  hod 
V  inch  a  numl>er. 

He  Taa»  up  in  March  of  the  Coftchmiin,  but  tJivra  ia  noanch  jXTson  ;  and 
when  he  retiimf,  the  mnn  vfho  bnd  gotten  )iii>  ttionev  has  run  away,  and  the 
Landlord  charges  the  Watth  with  him  for  miui^  a  not  in  hia  fauua*  ;  »o  Iba 
ni^t  tiniflhrM  in  a  RouTiLl'hou»o. 

QUKKK  lUwsTBK. — A  fellow  who  eels  into  a  bowse  of  rendeivou*  Wthievw, 
fmtcnds  to  b«  asleep,  amd  listens  to  uicir  convuiMttiori  in  order  to  dibi-uviir  it  10 
aome  Justice,  or  to  inform  for  a  reward. 

The  RoBH.^Ftllows  who  knock  at  a  stn^et  door  in  a  summer's  nicht ;  if 
the  moid  come*  with  u  cuiidle  in  ln^r  liuiid,  tb^y  fliii^  ounie  powdered  vwin 
acroM  it,  which  Mema  to  her  to  be  a  flash  of  b^tbtnint; ;  they  then  nish  pn«t 
faer,  leaving,  however,  one  ur  twu  behind  tliuni  tugimrd  her  wbilu  they  robthtf 
boiLw. 

»PcTKHKRs.t — Those  wliD  follow  coachc«  and  c}iuiwi»,  cutting  olt'  tlic  portiaau- 
tCtfiOA,  trunlis,  kc,  truiu  lieliiml. 
Star  the  Gu^zb. — A  ti^mi  for  rmckinn  a  Jeweller's  ahow-gla»§,  which  wlifii 
cmcked  fonnaa  alar.     Oit-"  ii  ^^nt  fur  jiliixn. 

Lifters. — A  species  of  thefl  executed  in  the  foHowin^  manner  ;  A  genteel 
looking  woniAn  Hix*  into  a  Itufiv  nhnp,  and  lutka  to  louk  nt  hoiih'  uf  LIik  iit^wrat- 
fiiabion  lace  ;  ahe  has  a  small  tiflh-hiKik  in  her  hand,  whidi  she  lixea  in  a  piece 
of  laoa,  and  then  Utn  it  slip  down  Wlvri.>en  bur  uml  tbu  counter,  at  thv  siLmu 
tune  efyrering  it  with  her  conta  ;  thia  done,  hH<>  bnys  a  vnrd  r.l  W,\  and  tl^m 
in  iiuttinii;  her  hiujd  into  hi>r  porliet,  pnllA  a  i^lrinj^  whird  is  tixiil  tu  the  hmk 
and  commttnic«tv»  Avilh  lipr  pockvt,  into  n-hich  she  lifts  the  lace  by  it. 

I)iMN(i-R(KiM  PtiHT, — A  nifxle  of  Btcnlini<  by  a  man,  who^  prttu-ndiiig  U>  be 
ll»e  l*"siniau,  unes  to  Irj.|;;ii)fT-h('iises  muier  the  jiretenee  of  Envinjj  letters  for 
ihe  Jcwlgera.  Thcjn-  »hi\\\\  letli-ra  bcin^'  sent  up  for  the  postagi.',  whti-h  lie  stems 
to  wait  for,  as  Boon  a- be  U  ieli  alone,  liejroei'  into  the  tirst  r<pon<  wliith  he  findw 
Open,  and  wliins  off  with  him  whatever  be  con  lay  hold  of,  nor  once  minds  tlio 
poatag«  of  hJH  letter. 

BEAOSa  Mercdant^. — Readc^r  is  cant  for  a  Pocket-hook.  This  tmsinua 
H  praetUed  by  yiMiii^  Jews  who  ply  only  ut  the  Binik  oud  tbe  Itoyal  Ex* 
change,  and  pick  the  pockets  of  lhci»e  i^oio);  iu  and  out. 

Lolly*  i'KKJUGiis. — People  wbu  »tL-ul  liueu  from  bed^'ev,  get  ovvr  wallH  and 
take  the  wet  linen  from  the  lines  npun  wliii:ti  bLiiiiilri'Ku-t>  hauk'  it. 

ButlBHBCTiON  Rjo. — Fellows  WHO  live  by  stealing  and  eelliug  dvod  bodies, 
eoffina,  attrvuda,  &e. 

Tolliban  Bia,^— This  rip  baa  been  exercised  in  some  porta  of  Enijland 
with  arnaxiiig  HticceaM.  A  ^riile<.d  lookioK  wuntun  ties  a  bit  of  threud  Ui  tlii;  t^nd 
of  her  loiifpje,  which  commuiiicatj'a  Ui  a  hit  of  poftc  that  she  swallows  and 
di«w»  lh«  Unique  biu'k,  no  as  even  to  make  the  Faculty  believw  xhu  wiw  b"m 
without  nn&  As  s>>on  as  she  inadmittt-d  iiiK^n  hoiii^e,  nhe  points  to  her  Eonxui', 
tbpn  puts  her  fiuji^re  to  her  ears,  which  elte  persuades  you  souiethiii){  has  gtuwn 
over. 

Another  motion  is  made  to  brins  her  a  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wheir  she  writer 
down,  tbat  '■  iho'  !>\m  has  been  deprived  of  tier  bearing  and  &pec*h,  y<^t  it  ia  snili- 
cie&tly  compensated  by  a  fore -knowledge  which  the  Almi^jhty  has  given  her ; 


*  0.  Uul£h,  PaUtrm,  to  w>an:b  tboronshly,  or  to  ransack. 
'  Uuteb,  Lul.  the  small  fore(»il  of  o.  »hip. 

*  Qjp.  Tulipav,  grease,  fat ;  Aty,  to  bear,  to  carry,  to  hrin^ 
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anil  a*  die  can  louk   into  futurity,  tlim  btua  Uaiva  la  catt  the  BuonB  of  tbM 
luUviiT  who  IwpfMiti  to  aUutil  to  hrr."    It  u  tuAmrpnAtaKtliattiiiMurpH  *' 
•houl'i  be  ilveeiTeil  by  tliuteNttiticn,  wben  vety  oft*!U  iimaiM*  p«a|ilftgif«4 
to  tbiai  ounUitwicM. 

Tuir*.— A  l«mi  for  thief  t«kent. 

DoDix '  Rni.  —Hitinf!  up^n  the  rfotiM.  Ib  Aant  hr  »  wmama  abovt  »tr«n  o'ckicfc 
on  %  witii«r'«  nixniin;:,  wtio  i»  ))tvhM«l  Iik»  a  ^^rrNiit-iniuii,  with  ■  ntmmfM  n 
(the  hand,  am)  iMty  ■  in  the  iithcr :  anil  a  nitinWr  o[  TUQitg  Dtha'  haagUftVir 
ber  uJe  ;  uu  lul  or  tUn'V  no  vt  site  paum  thmagh  a  ntrrvl.  If  alie  qiie«  id 
HjiiffcJitirc  at  h  liwK^lti^ifr'i>  ojieiiin^  tlie  diop  wimlrivk,  tina  a|»pliM  fwi 
yjtrd  and  a  half  uf  rililxm,  but  takes  am  to  Ktond  in  tlw  darkest  part  44  tkr 
vhitp. . . .  A»  turn  oa  ttitr  ril>l*ou  drawer  ie  Ml  WUm  her  ia  Milertu  diMMt  tlw 
twluur,  abe  Iw-^in*  to  tmrk.  ...  It  has  Iwen  w«tl  knuwn,  that  in  a  frw  nm^ 
inni  a  wniiui  Aa«  huuU  nn  (Aa  Itobfrin  ft^  two  ur  thnc  bundnd  judi  d 
ril>(wn.  ^ 

Rt:H  Deao.*— The  Rum  Dngi«r  goiiunllr  fbllowi  hrnad'Wbeel  vi^^j^oot  n 
horwlwi-k,  and  cmiiitcTfr)t«  druak«aiic»,  I'lU  the  Ka),s"i)rr  hv  will  unv  Itiai 
hdlf-a-^mvm  il  lie  will  lead  hia  bnn>e,  and  let  him  ^t  hulf  on  bmir*  aleep  ia 
bis  wa^omn.  H«  then  take*  olf  tlie  dimtioQs  &uai  tliv  Lruoka  and  parat, 
and  ]>Tita  on  ocheta  addressed  ta  fictitious  penonagM  represtoiled  bj  an  <oa- 
fwleratw  who  clntio  them  cm  arriMil.  

Low  0&iHiKR> — The  profeason  of  thi«  Riif  an  old  aaldiera,  old 
fnrpatoa,  tinken,  Ac    The  ways  and  nieon*  wliich  tlivT  mokv  uae  t4  to 
the  pilT  and  cooipaaaon  of  the  huuiane,  are  iniinmetnU«!> 

An  f  n>Ut)ca : 

An  old  Mldier  lud  sagged  abnut  London  many  yean,     Bia  mode  far 
vi>kiii)j  <*iini|Mu«iuii  waa  to  get  some  xhe*^'"  blimd  and  a  Iianilftil  of  floor. ' 
h«  putM>artriillr  upon  hU  knee,  ae  to  make  the  psaKUgen,  who  avit,] 
it  to  be  a  uurlifi<3tioD  iu  Iub  \v\^  and  thigh. 

SsAH  Lkooebs.*  The  Urn-.'  WHispERreo  DrcnrauL — Tbew  si*  divided 
into  aeveiul  claaMS  :  euwv  tmvi!l  on  horvc-buck,  and  autne  on  foot ;  aone  with 
carta  and  waguoiM,  &e,  Tbev  rmjtiriil  tlie  [>ut-«kirtj)  of  citie*,  Ut}^  towai^ 
markets,  villoi^ca,  and  laiza.  The  K\i'At  iliirv  have  Uw  eah)  are  dunaiEed,  whiek 
Ihejr  get  froui  on  hoard  ships  or  out  of  Uir^<-  manuCirtiHim  ;  but  iho'  ' 
thej  are  gcnenlly  of  the  newest  fashions  aJiJ  neatest  paltcnu.  Tbevi 
to  uuike  TOU  believe  that  the  (;uinIi>  tliej  m-U  aic  Hutigglrd.  tho'  thaj" 
reaVir  iuauufii<;turv<l  in  Spiud  fields  and  are  aold  at  an  auonuooa  {irafit. 

BLEATlSiG   Kio.— Tlie  4taaliu;c  of  fchi-ejiL 

CiMBJUi  Pills. — Arv  <:uui|KuiiunE  whu  ride  in  puire.    Thev  ahoe  tSieir  \- 
with  lentber,  atop  coachea  in  I<t«n,  strip  hiilii-^  take  duvrn  ttieir  baix,  and) 
tract  ihc  jeweld  Iruin  their  Iieads,  &c.,  hif  idix  taking  their  pnrsea,  && 

KLVlMi  FoHTUl. — A  feltaw  drewed  like  n  |>>rtcr ;  a  pen  and  ink  and  abeit 
of  pupiT  sot  Iiiui  Up.  He  eimuim-^  (lie  iMxily  Adftriiaer  fur  rohbcriec^  wiilca  la 
Uie  vitiim  an  Iroiu  the  Landlord  of  the  inn  infbnniUH  him  that  a  cuspiciuM 
man  Iiom  Imuu  m<jp|m]  with  u  mck  full  iJ[  things  atiswerinif  cbc  daaenptMii  asd 
lelLi  him  thai  lie  hiwi  iiUhint;  to  ili>  but  lo  [mv  the  p<irter. 

TuK  FawsKV  *  Kia.— A  Bint;  l>iup;>er  ;  a'fvUow  who  Uaa  guUtin  a  vromaa^ 

>  tlutch,  ddt^l.  doable  dealing;. 

"  JEM/y,  iau»t  for  the  kev  uf  the  •In-el-Jowr. 

•  Dw&f,  cant  («r  a  bum-li  of  nuall  Vej-s.  

•  Itutih,  dratiyrr,  carrier  or  baamr. 
"  Dutch,  ififfie,  the  wa^ica  or  rewaid  of  any  nerrico. 

•  Dutch,  l^/fr.  layer.  r««t«r.  or  caater  with  coitnlaifc 

•  Dutch,  </«/■,  mitsty  or  mouldy. 

s  Girp-  foi/iwm.  falM,  fa»luuucd,  iuodc  upj/ncAmo  mmjruMk,  pntcaM 
gold  niigs  1  enw-jc*,  a  tliiger. 
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pocket,  with  ft  puir  of  scibbor,  lame  tliread,  a  thiiuLle,  and  a.  hoiuewifQ  with  a 
rijig  in  it,  wliit^li  h(i  drops  ftir  noine  cretSultiuti  porxtn  lu  \iic.k  up.  lie  ihea 
emntt  the  »tale  etory  of  "  If  .von  vrill  ^ive  me  eight  or  mtin  uhiliiu^cn  fur  luy 
shATF,  you  shall  have  ihb  whule."  If  yoii  nccisie  In  thij  and  Bwuliow  hia  Wil, 
yoi)  hiive  the  rintt  imA  pocket,  wortli  uixitit  »isiitiiir.e. 

The  RuNsixG  Ssavkl.'— Mini  wi<l  wompn  whn uiitrh  little l>cij» of  n Monilj»y 
Kcmin^  K"i<^s  to  m-Iieol,  nhh  their  aaldiel  of  hi><ki  thrown  ovf.r  their 
Khituldi-ra,  sJid  Hin  iwavy  for  their  weikV  schooling  Lit  tht>ir  [lutvkuU,  oiid  & 
lozge  piece  of  bread  and  buu«r  in  their  h&iidik 

Aa  ■oon  m  tbt^  Siuirrlhr  i*  up  to  thin,  hv  or  fhv  cohxm  the  child  up  itoniP  t>y- 
alloy,  narrow  conn,  or  cLtrk  ptif^Ai^e,  and  ^rabbUt  the  whole. 

Lkvaktkrw.* — TIr?l-  ».tk  oT  tlie  urderaitd  iiiuuIkt  of  Black  Lege,  who  live  bv 
tlie  BnnuW  B.i\d  the  Ttir/.* 

Cuoco^siKO  Bid. — 1»  pLTfurmed  by  moa  and  women,  who  travel  as  Doctor 
or  DoctoreaoeB. 

•  ACADBHT  BL'E-NAPrERS. — Thin  Hiff  w  ReiiBralty  «xecat«d  by  &  young  fnf  of 
boys,  who  are  tlrat  pii:k«!il  up  in  th?  purlieii.<>  of  St.  OilCA'a,  and  rnrried  to  J— y 

B— ^«  in etrcet,  wheru  thrv  on;  put  into  »  room,  in  which  then-  arw 

figaret  droAnetl  iip  like  &  mtui  ani  a  wonum,  with  bdls  in  every  pocket  for  the 
^un^  uui-e  to  pnu'tice  on. 

DisiiKna*— Is  a  t<^nn  for  throwing  away  at  hidinff :  a hiflhwnyinan  will  ding 
hta  Upper-Benjamin^  hut  JtKcitJ  his  i'dVA*,*  his  Floggtr^  hi«  Oi;;;/(mi,"*  his 
BeaUreaUi,^  Ac.,  anil  having  all  these  oahiiii  when  he  oonuuititd  the  robbery, 
is  totally  tmn«rorined  by  dinging. 

OUNKiNa.i* — Stealing  silver  tankards,  pinta,  &c. 

KtD  Bio.^Fellow)t  wh<»  inc<.>t  boya  coming  home  with  work,  pretend  that 
they  are  sent  for  the  wnrk,  and  desire  tlie  boy  to  tnalce  haste  with  ihn  nst  ni 
it ;  or  at  other  timw,  thvy  |>rnpiM!e  to  a  boy  who  carries  a  bundJi;,  to  givrt  him 
•iipriice  if  he  will  dcHvirr  ii  3iii'j*»nf,  und  thoy  will  huM  the  parcL'l. 

Tick.,  Bit  ixu  Sack,  Uivku.    Cant  worda  for  watch,  punw,  oad  money. 


JOLLT  BkOQARB. 


1785. 


From  the  **  Jolly  Beggara,"  by  Eobert  Bumi. 

When  lyart"  lea\*cs  bertmw  the  yird,'* 
Or  wavering  like  the  Bauckie-bira,'^ 

llcdiu)  CAiild  IV<riW  blA.tt ; 
When  liailitUuieH  tlrive  wi'  bitter  akyte," 
And  infimt  lro«t»  bi>riii  to  l>it«>, 

Iq  hoary  cniareuch  "  drest ; 
Ac  nt({ht  at  e'en  a  uierrv  core  ^* 

O'laodie,"  gnugnil"  Wieo, 


O.  Datcb,  anapham,  a  robbvr  on  ih«  highway. 
*  French,  kmi-l,  a  riaing  up  or  starting. 

»  Cint/or  Cards.  *  Horx  Itatijif.  *  Dutch,  'ffnfftr,  a  bargainnr. 

Onai  coat.  '  Wuj-  "  Pi^toSt.  »  IVkip.  »  Spurt, 

Soob.  "  0.  Putob,  kliifh'ntf'.  soundiug  or  UniU  ig. 

Fadedj  withered.        "  l-Jirlh.  '"  The  Bat.  "  Daah,  foToa. 

"  HiMT  6wi.  "  Cuuii>aiiy.         "  Sturdy.  *  Vaywit. 
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III  Pooeie-Nanais'a'  held  the  biiIoivj* 
To  driolc  their  om  dudiM  :  * 

Wi'  (juafliiig,  uul  Isnxhing, 
ThcT  iMited*  An'  t£ty  uag  ; 

Wi|JiuupiD«,  ta'  thtunpiiig. 
The  T«m  giftlle  '  nng. 

Ftnt,  mwt<  iLc  lire,  iDaalU.  rod  ra^ 
Atie  nt ;  wed  brac'd  wi'  mealy  "^OK") 

And  kuaMAck  &'  iu  orOvr ; 
KU  diixy  '  Uy  w-itliin  Iiis  iinn  ; 
Wr  UMcruAhM  '  a»'  liknkeu  mum, 

8be  bUnket  on  hi-i-  9oll^t.■r  ; 
Ao'ay  hegiMthe  tt>xio<irnl)» 

The  titlier '"  KkulnoD  "  iutA 
Wliilc  she  held  op  her  greedy  gab  " 

Jiut  lik«  «n  aumoofi  "  dish  : 
lUc  BDUuk  ittil),  did  cmck  itiU, 

Jnst  lika  a  codi^er'ft  ■*  wLip.  .  .  . 

Then  owie  oeoin,  the  jorial  ihnuig 

The  Poet  did  ivuueot 
To  lowse  "  hi«  Peck  mi'  wale  >•  a.  Seng, 
A  UillKdo' the  host 
He.riiiiiig,  rcjcicing. 

l!etweea  bu  lina  iMbonlu, 
LncMf  round  him.  en'  Touud  Lbvm 
ImpatieDt  for  ui«  cliorue. 


S*«  the  KBickiiif^  howl  tieroT«  ue, 

Uark  our  jonal,  mg)^d  ring  ! 
Bound  end  roond  tiike  up  the  ChOfiu« 

And  in  mpturee  let  its  sing. — 

Ctionis. 
AfiqfOrtiumlmbMfnIietdt 

CourUfor  eowonti  tcwn  tntltd 
Churdu*  btiitt  lo  pUam  fA<  priut, 

IL 

Wliet  la  titUf  what  la  tnanert, 

WIulL  ie  reputalioa'e  ciu«  I 
If  w«  lend  e  Rfe  of  pleoeare, 

'TIS  uo  luattet  hoio  or  vhm. 

A  fig,  Ac 

■  A  wlii»ky  hoiiM  at  Maochlinc  kept  by  AgnceQibaoo,  wboae  nickuuM 
«iui  PdOHii;  (PiiBsy)  Nansie. 
■■•  l-'riilic.  •  SwperflaoTia  tags.  *  Mode  no«y  miith. 

*  A  viruular  iron  plnte  for  baking  cakea  over  the  fire.  "  Kelt. 
'  Female  cuiiipaniun.                           '  Whiaky  (uuj^f-AealJm,  water  of  ltle)> 

•  Titay  woman.  "  The  otlier.  "  Eneryelic,  vigorous. 
"  Mutith.                                "  A  plele  for  receiving  alnu. 

"  A  maD  who  tnivek  the  country  with  his  wnna  on  the  hack  or  •  horw  or 
■M.  U  Loom.  »  Chooee. 


AND  BEGGARS  AND  BEGGING. 


esj 


III. 


With  the  ready  tricTt  uul  fatte. 
Round  wn  vmniler  all  the  day  ; 

Ami  At  Tiij?ht,  in  Iwru  or  suille, 
Hug  our  duxiue  uu  iLe  liaj*. 

A  Jig,  <tc. 


IV. 


Does  tli«  tnun-fttU-nd*^  mrria^t 
TJiro'  the  country  lighter  rove  ? 

Does  the  sober  hcJ  of  marriage 
WiUtvn  brigtiter  iKea««  ot  luve  f 


V. 

Life  in  all  a  virrMi-um, 

We  rej^nl  not  how  it  tfnM  ; 

Let  them  cant  altoiit  tfMorum 
Who  bav«  cliuuctsr  to  low. 

VI. 

Htfiv't  to  hudatttt  h(uj*,  nnd  \oaiieU 

Here'a  t«  all  tlie  wi»nderiiin  train  ! 
Here's  oar  nuiyed  Bmts  and  talteU 
Oti«  and  all  crv  otit,  Ain^t  f 
A  fidjtn  thole  irp  law  proltcteJ, 

LiDurly'fl  a  glmtnts  fiful  I 
CimrtJ"/i>r  cuwnnU  ii»rr  encUH, 
Chnrcbus  bmit  to  pieiMt  theprieat. 


Bbooabs  and  Vaokant  luraiiTUKH. 
I'M. 
[  *'  The  Olio  :  Sltetchca  of  the  Timw,"  by  Fnineiii  Groif,  17B8. 
Bbooarb. 

There  in  not  a  f^rcatcr  nrproAch  to  the  police  of  this  town,  than  the  namber 
of  bc{[gara  with  which,  every  street  Awarnu.  Besides  the  rqpikr  stoiidtt,  which 
nay,  ui  the  militaiy  sense,  be  cunfldL-red  as  pMta,  the  Mr««t«  are  patrolleil  bv  b. 
vani'ty  of  imgulara.  Many  b««^an  extort  etiarities  by  pmctising  Faquir-likc 
voluctarj'  aniit«ritiM  and  cruelties  on  thennttlves;  1  have  iteeii,  duriog  the 
Bharpost  frost,  oue  of  tliesc  wretches  Mn^  Bliivcnng  uii  tliu  Kttin  uf  a  houi>e, 
aknoKt  naked,  his  fleah  teeminKLy  froRt-bilten,  and  expiMed  ti>  tli»  o]ien  air ;  or 
awonuui,  with  two  orlbreu  inUtila  haii(;in(;  about  ber,aD)jarcnUT  dying  by  the 
riauur  of  the  aeaMjti.  In  th<»e  chm^h,  oii^lit  iioL  the  [Hmoli  ulKii^r*  to  ttiki;  notice 
01  flijch  object*,  mid  if  really  in  dislrcM,  u»  nucixiar  them,  ot  if  vngranta  and 
impoctont,  tu  brin)^  Uieiit  U>  coiiili^n  piiiiii'liniriit ;  u»  iborn  very  children,  thua 
ftdncatei),  aerve  to  carry  on  the  BOci;<'flsion  of  ihii-ves  and  v»^boTi4liL 

It  is  amazing  to  obi^n-e  Lbu  industry  of  rogues  to  avoid  bein;;  honest ;  I 
havi;  kntiwn  an  in}{p.niou!t  villitin  l>e.'^tiiw  n>  much  time  and  p>iinn  in  )>]Aling  a 
half-crown,  as,  if  exerted  in  an  hont-st  way,  wuuld  liave  earned  three  ahilUnp). 

Boxidn  lM^f^ing.  there  are  varioiw  irH'^thoiU  of  levying  contributinnit  on  the 
palidic  ;  a  very  common  one  ia  for  two  or  three  etunly  fellnwa,  after  a  fmat, 
when  the  atreets  b«rgin  to  thaw,  to  block  up  the  kennel  bo  as  to  causa  an  inon- 
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ilutioD  or  oi'crflowiiqi  D«ar  ■  croMias,  orer  which  the/  lav  a  IxHRd,  md  wSh 
WooiDs  in  their  UhuAa  estort  ■  halfpenny  each  frum  erery  immengtt.  Ren 
again  tlw  police  b  to  Uame  ;  it  bvinu  the  duly  oT  tb«  acaven^'vrs  to  keep  llu 
streeta  and  croMinga  c1«an  adiI  ptunble. 

Swecpcrt  of  th«  cnminKB  in  wet  Mi^alltn-air  anol)wr^i«ciaof  bqgKU>«lK" 
existcii<rv  i«  foimilcl  on  t))«  ii(ni-]>err<)riiuni.>!  ■>(  rluty  in  tbe  Mavengen^  «liai 
tlie  ttrfeU  are  wry  dirty  ihi"  ii.  imyiuj*  dw  wiuwthinjt ;  hut  tfaeae  nrvepen  m 
gi^ncrally  as  iiiijmrtuuate  wli«:n  tnu  watb  aru  dry  and  good  H  in  ths  dumI  diity 
and  miry  vtate. 

The  bcggnn  of  thia  metropolin  mny  be  divided  into  crinplc^,  blind  mn,  oU 
men,  voai«n,  and  childrvn,  sm-wixTt,  makh-girU,  bailad-aiin^era  ;  ud  b 
winter,  shau  walcmitin,  tiAhi^nnen,  and  gordcnen. 

Of  cnpplca  then  nre  dirrtv  ••irt«,  kc'iimi  *o  frucn  thvir  cmdlea,  aQeh  u  tbt 
inaa  whonaedtiirnn-hijvon  nll'f»nra:  another  whose  lower  na>t»w«TCooalatiial 
in  a  kind  of  porridttt'-p't, — Tlir>*'  iMK>iile  mny  b*  MJd  to  Juve  Teiy  good  pw 
Mnal  entatea,  their  miaenible  appeanncM  melting  the  most  obdortM  heaia 
into  charity. 

UntiUu-d  Boldieta  or  sailora,  a  wooden  leg  or  a  stnmp  hand,  hnldin;;  out  tlx 
Let,  £rv«|Uentl]r  is  mtire  iienumdv*  than  the  mod  nielatiiJinly  tone  of  wioe. 

Ftmifrly  men  who  prt'iended  their  tongues  were  cut  by  the  Algerini^ 
got  a  prttty  guud  liveiihuud  ;  but  thia  mode  of  exdtiug  cooipvosioii  ia  uow  ost 
el  faaliion. 

Vagraitt  tHrosTons. 

Look  at  those  vretnhed  fellnws  dracging  along  their  finhin^-hoAr,  decked  wid 
the  iniiij^nia  of  moitniin^; :  thv  fnutt  lias  totally  shut  up  the  element  by  which 
tliey  eaniod  their  scAnly  maintenance.  Thoee  ore  nnooulitMllT  firot>cr  tA^ttU 
of  charity  particulaily  in  tliis  uiariliiue  country,  when  the  fisberies  arrreai  i 
saneiy  to  our  fleet^L  fumiahiDu  tliem  willi  a  number  of  the  hanlieit  aailvn. 
AU  thia  ia  very  goocl,  anawerea  a  by«-etander,  to  one  who  uttervd  these  eoiti- 
menu,  on  wciiiK  *  parcel  of  aturdy  vagabond*  drawing  about  a  boat  bong  willi 
monming,  and  with  a  tumultnoas  cry.  demanding  and  extorting  cbuity  ftvn 
all  paHen|;en  ;  all  thi»  in  vrrr  tine,  ountinued  h4:,  but  htiw  do  yoa  know  thoN 
fellows  are  fifditimien  I  In  ioct  Uie  conltary  ia  ihu  case,  and  to-mQCTOV  th^ 
will  be  besginx  o*  nardeiitrn. 

I'my  obscn-e  ihut  p<K>r  WDtnan,  with  Ihoee  two  helplen  babea  balf-naked 
■larviuK  on  the  tU-pa  i>f  tliiit  t^reiiL  Imiue.     Ib  Hhe  un  object  of  chanty,  thiak 
OU  I    None  at  all  ;  in  all  likelihoud  ouo  or  both  of  these  children  are  hind 
y  lite  day  ot  wtwk,  for  tbe  ptirpoae  of  exciting  oharity— at  beat  the  beg^ 
b  a  ptofeaeiooal  ou«. 

VAQAnoSDUVA. 

1817. 
From  "  Vnigahondiona,"  by  John  Thomas  Smith,  1817. 

Although  a  fellow  in  Hr.lhf>m  was  recently  »  ncandalouflly  intoxicated 
mitldld  or  Lli6  day  that  it  wns  with  the  grroitr't  dilltrulty  he  could  stand, 
iiiftiiy  people  followed  to  give  him  money,  because  the  inscription  on  hii 
declsrei]  hun  to  be  "  Out  of  emplothkxt." 

Dublin  has  ever  been  famoim  for  a  liilly  in  the  Bowl  (a  cripple  to  a  alcdfiX 
A  very  remarkable  fellow  of  lhi»  <;1uju,  well  knuwn  ia  thiU  ci^,  and  who 
llioagbt  proper  to  leave  IieUnd  on  the  Union,  was  inet  in  London  oya  Koble 
Lord,  who  observed,  "  So  you  nre  here  too  ! "  •*  Yea,  my  Lord,"  replied  the 
ar,  "  the  Union  han  brnnght  ns  all  over* 
ae  celeWated  Dr.  O'Lcary  uac^  to  eutertaiu  his  ^ieudu  with  some  tnataatx* 
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I 


cf  thti  iiiKenuity  ol  b«UMn>*.  As  he  vw  riding  to  Maynooth  Coll^,  a  b^SfCav 
ai;coBt«<J  him  IV.r  aIhw,  dLcUrinn  itint  he  Iwid  not  ivctived  a  farthing  for  three 
diijB ;  the  (;i>od  Doctot  jtave  him  some  silver. and  beixiR  actostwl  on  hie  return, 
in  the  «Teniii>t.  witli  k  fituilnr  »torv,  he  Tipiiraiiied  thi*  petiitoner  vilh  hi« 
lalseliood,  tolling;  him  thiit  he  wiia  Ur.  OLcarv.  "Oh,  loim  Ufo  to  your 
tcrerence,"  aaid  tins   Lil'^ju-,  "  who  wwuld    1    l«Ji   my  lleft   to,   eiceiil   luy 

A  Cadoeh's  Eksokt. 

1821. 

From  "  Life  in  Ivondoa,'  by  Fierce  Effxn, 

"Indcecl,  yon  ought  nfit,JEHnv,to  rcttirn  to  //awlftj^ntifnll  withrmttAlcinsA 
saw  at  the  Vadgen,^  at  the  A'Wt'«  Jr*,  to  iim  the  »]uiig  of  the  Oxunuui,  in  llio 
back  duvu,*  in  the  Holy  Land.'  It  is  n  nV^  view  of  Himian  Nature  ;  and  a 
fioe  poKc  in  the  Book  of  Life  :  but  it  alaioet  fia^i^ra  belief  ihflt  mankiod  can 
he  Ml  di-ltaxct)  ;  thAt  hin>ocn«if  ahonid  be  so  HUccessful  ;  &na  that  the  tine  fceh 
]iiK3  of  the  heait  »hould  become  so  irlunted  m  to  lau);h  at  the  charitable  and 
humane  p''riM>ns  who  hrtve  been  imposed  upon  to  relieve  ihdr  nMiinicd  tvanU, 
aad  to  fatten  on  their  daily  crinie-i,  without  tiliQwing  the  teokt  i-cmorae.  But 
the  MetiopnliniH  *o  exU-iiHivc.  the  population  no  immenne,  aiid  the  opportuni- 
ties occut  00  frequently  to  iiiipwe  upuu  tlie  credulity  ol  the  paaseogec  ia  ]ua 
hiL-My  wnlkH  thron^^h  the  ^tm-t^  of  LomiIoh,  who  ha*  acareelj  time  to  'idid  M 
be  nuis,'  accoiml,  iu  a  great  de;o%e,  for  the  Bt>sgan  escaping  without  detection. 
In  order  to  prepare  j'our  mind  lor  the  urene  yoti  art  about  to  wtperic-nce,  be  not 
furprtwJ,  my  dear  Jebrt,  iu  obflervitj;^  the  lie^tjar  who  haabeon  writhii)R  to  and 
fro  all  the  dsy  in  the  public  street*  in  terrific  aKony,  to  excite  your  charily  and 
torture  your  feelings  here  meet  hie  fellows  to  laii^n  at  th*  flat*,  count  over  hiR 

Kins,  and  sit  down  to  a  rich  niipper.  The  wretch  who  has  also  pretended  Xa 
UinA,  and  could  not  mtvve  an  inch  wilhout  hcing  led  hy  hia  dog,  can  here 
ttt  and  enjoy  all  thL>  (food  thinus  of  this  life,  without  even  wimtin^.  The  poor 
married  wotiinn  with  twinn,  who  you  are  led  to  imagine,  frflm  her  piteous  tale, 
liu  bet^n  left  in  di»t^^l«,  in  consequence  ot  her  huoband  havinc  been  sent  to 
MS,  you  will  lind  ia  a  ain^le  woman,  and  haa  only  hirtd  the  chihiren  fnm  poor 
peojHe,  who  lend  them  out  for  the  piirpone,  joins  the  party,  at  the  Noah'*  Ark, 
to  laugh  at  tlie  fooU  who  may  hnre  relieved  her  prettjiided  wnnt^  in  the  Goiirse 
of  the  day.  ymi  will,  Jehrv,  tilcewiw  witne**  the  chap  who  han  been  bcRKi''>i 
upon  emUfus  tlimuKh  the  Htrt«t<<,  the  tint  to  propnAt>  n  dunce,  alter  he  haa 
cuefuUy  dcponiteil  his  stilt*,  and  to  join  in'  a  ro-J.  The  ttorvoi  fellow,  whu 
caHa  hia  QcmI  to  witnefls,  oe  the  pOMengerH  paas  hy  him, '  that  he  haa  not  tasted 
abit  ofbnad  for  two  days;'  and  &1thouKl>  ne  bos  u  Ui^  full  of  hruken  victual* 
etven  to  him  by  the  humane  and  chtiritable  eooks,  he  would  nr>t  put  a  hit  in 
nia  mouth,  hia  a^rtite  being  mt  niy,  may  bu  seen  amnnK  this  diabolical  set  of 
luroaTOHa  blowing  npthe  cook  for  eending  in  hia  ruuipsteuks  without  tha 
Rarniith  of  |ii(-kW  and  honwradi'h,  and  nelling  hia  tmg  of  i/ru^  lo  some  milly 
poor  and  industrious  peRona.  Tlie  Hviir^htte  who  has  heen  siiiying  byrona, 
la  hope"  Ui  cxriU-  Ihe  jiily  of  Uia  piu<jieiiy>-r  uii  atwiiint  of  bin  rclijjious  uondort, 
now  onipliea  himself  by  eweATing  a  lot  of  oatha,  and  uttering  otlier  horrid  iiu- 

'  A  IwgUHr.  '  Low,  dirty  Vxn^fc  utrwla. 

'  A  well-know  r^rm  of  St.  OileJi's  in  fnrmer  times  nlao  calU'd  the  "  Holy 
Ground  "■  and  the  ■■  Kook«rv."  Ktw  Oxford  Slr«ut  w«e  fomicd  through  the 
c«iitr«  of  it  in  lHJti>7.    An  dhl/mtcy  vhaunt  endu  every  verso  thus — 

**  For  we  are  the  boys  of  the  Holy  Oroinut, 
And  well  dance  ujHat  noihiny  und  turn  ua  round." 
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ftrecationa  oa  account  of  the  l>ail  (1hv'«  wi>rk  Duit  he  hat  nibde.  The  fngmitH 
(muJc  is  here  di!liv^refl  without  Ihe  htlp  of  ku  wxtmehtur;  while  n>«n  i4 
Unghl«>r  irmuitd  from  one  end  of  tin  ruom  to  the  other,  In  wittiniiiig  her 
nmave  the  piUow  from  un<)«r  her  staj-s,  drinking  BOccaM  Co  beggiagi  util 
■inging— 

'  Th*r»'8  n  dilTemce  IwAwmd  a  1>egK^  And  k  qoeen* 
And  the  reuan  11)  tell  you  mhy  : 
A  riueen  cannot  swagRer,  nur  gpt  dniok  like  •  b^tgar, 
Korbc  half  so  happj  as  I,  an  I.' 

"Tht  Sui«tpm- of  Uu  Crossing*  *  near  wnn*  of  the  RqiiarM,who«- genteel  apwu- 
annc  excites  the  conipominn  of  the  ladiffi,  who  are  ofiwi  bcaxd  to  excudni, 
'  What  a  pit]-  it  is  that  nub  a  g«iit««l  nan  can  nt  no  em^flTBient ! '  aim  Joiiia  < 
in  the  Iniigb,  amonf*  llie  bt^nf;  fralcmilj,  at  tbe  creduliLj  of  uuLnkind  ;  and 
i«  enabled,  from  hiit  deception,  to  indulge  bimwK  with  limndy  and  wat*-r.  anJ 
much  hvtttT  living;  than  thoiiaands  of  hard- working;  joiimeynien  in  the  &l«tn> 
poli».  In  «li<>rt,  my  d«»r  Cox.,  a  Toliime  wmld  not  contaiu  *>ne-half  of  tba 
impokitiuciti  tbat  are  iIaiIv  praotiaed  upon  the  public  bv  the  be^uv  of  ibt 
Uctrupolifi ;  utilwithfitiintrin^'  ihu  exertioDS and eepoil of  tSe  ParimOfhoera,  the 
Police,  and  the  Mendicity  S«.c)wty  ;  or,  aa  «»ur  Mend  BobeinphntimlW  oheerrBS 
'•vary  hair  of  your  head  will  be  as  thick  as  a  broooiBtict '  on  eulcnns  lhi» 
aaaemblaf^  ofnuaitHv,  vidcalnw*,  aud.  deceit."  "  I  am  quite  iin]4tii:nt  for  the 
time  to  arriTe,"  said  Jkuut,  "  and  pray  let  our  di^bes  dc  got  ready." 

To  tha  limit  KtatificAtiim  of  Jbrry,  Looic  now  joined  our  heroes  ;  and  Ihe 
Tkii)  start»l  an  soon  as  t)ie  durknew  of  the  eventne  unawrrvd  their  purpOM  I 
when  it  woa  not  limn  Imfuro  tht-y  vittervd  the  back  Mlumt,  and  found  liieiut«h(s ' 
in  the  midst  of  CadffeT4:  but,  previouH  to  which,  the  Oxottian  abwrriid  to  Haw- 
iHoaK,  tiiat,  if  it  wae  not  necewary  to  cry  out  "  Lcrjui "  amoiia  the  CaJ^tn,  it 
waseaaemi&lty  t«qT]i«it«  for  him  to  mind  Uis  Fa  and  Q's,  thai  Dodtfection 
might  toko  place.    The  w«ne  was  h>  n>A,  that  Jbrrt  whispered  to  Looic,  "  of  ' 
all   that    I  have  witn«s«ed  this  mnat  be  pronounced  aa  Ilia  divtax;"  "P/* 
aniLWcix-d  the  Oxonian,  "  no  more  nMi^'»<T.*    Obwrve  and  be  nttnt,"   AJlhtntpt 
Tom  wua  diaguiied  aa  a  btgyor,  yet  h«  did  not  low  the  tmoes  of  a  ftnllmtam  • 
according  to  the  old  adage,  that  a  sentlc-raan  in  nga  does  not  fomt  his  nal ' 
ehuwter.    JxBSX  did  not  make  his  look  I><«/j^ir/y  enoush  ;  bni  Loaic  ^m- 
fiwiud'tobe  the  cadger  in  fine  style,  with  hia  erutck  ana  tpttti '  indeed,  if  ii 
had  not  been  for  \hc  fun,  flash,'  and  confidence  of  the  Oxonian,  they  must  have 
conipIet4?ly  failed  iu  the  exj>editioii.     Fe^,  the  ballaidHrinser,  all  in  tattcn,  aud 
covca-d  with  vahuus-culoured  ngs,  vet  her  pretty  faoe  did  uvt  escape  the  roving  ^ 
eve  of  Tou,  upon  hi-r  wiiikiiiu  and  frtrin^  tier  oglea*  at  him,  anil  cbanntin^ 
tne  balkd,  "  rovertj's  no  ain,  in  hopes  lo  ptocure  a  new  faae^nan,^    Matia 

1  One  of  the  gnUeel  impoatoni,  in  the  Mimincr  of  IfiSO,  was  taken  op  as  a 

VKKaboiiiI,  and  c^iuimitliHl  to  the  Hinian  of  Correction,  in  (  uld-Batli-Fielda,  for 
n  month,  lor  his  auucy  behaviour  to  ii  lady  who  hod  refoatd  to  relieve  hi«  im- 
(H^irtuniltt^H.  Oil  \nt  txaininntimi,  WTorv  the  MaKi"tn>t^,  it  iiimcd  out  thai  lie 
wa£  a  JLitmcTntan  lin-man  by  traiir  ;  and,  on  hw  being  searched,  twmty-five 
ithiliiii(:*  wt^n;  foiiiid  iit  lii*  pockwt*.  For  the  first  two  cfcyn  of  hi«  confineuwut 
he  wofl  auUcy  and  refuAed  to  cat  mii  h  wrclclicd  rtfreshmen^  as  be  tcnnf4  th« 
ulluwiincv  (>l  Ihu  House  ;  bnl,  on  recovering  his  temper, he  uiu^hed  at  the/•l'^ 
and  asketl,  '*  Who  would  lowt  fiani  for  n  fi-w  »hillinj^  p*r  day,  when,  with  only 
a  hroiMH  iu  his  hand,  avoliU  bow,  aud  a  fftnteH  appioranct,  at  the  comer  of  ant 
of  lh«'  8(|iuin-»,  Ibe  Indite  could  be  gammoned  out  of  pound*  p*!r  week  ;  and  it 
was  a  bod  dny  indeed,  that  did  not  produce  him  from  sixteen  sbilbngs  to  a 
pound."  *  Chatteriuit'  '  Pretaaded. 

•  Spectaeles.  '  Knowingue*.  •  Eyea. 

'  A  pettieott  nUm«t ;  a  dq^ndcd.  individual  suetuiued  by  a  prottitoM. 


AND  BEGGAES  AXD  BEGGING. 
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Id,  M  they  torniiHl  liiiii,  im  tccoiinl  of  hiit  blatk  miin'  untl  white  mop,* 
cfuiii^  UiB  little  cotv,'  thiit,  aA  he  had  nn  /nrui  *  to  hIaikI  upnii,  he  tnust 
1^  aiid  tL»  liv  wiw  lui  utitTtfT^  he  propusud  him  fur  their  chainiuin. 
!•  hem,  nn  beinn  elevntftrl,  gnvft,  iw  a  trwwt,  "ancrpM  to  pi.at- 
co(cW^i^"which  protJucB'l  roara  of  laughter  and  shoutH  ni  apprvihation.  The 
fellow  Kitting  tifitir  tin'  utove,  »iio*ir  f«i"e  wurns  on  thu  grin,  fn>m  the  plwnire* 
h«  fedx  dh  scnit<:^in{i  himHelf,  nffen<  t^)  lay  a  rjtiart  of  htavv*  that  he  haa  not 
cat  Aw  naWa  for  ttii-  Wt  twolve  mnnthe,  he  ha*  had  such  active  employment  for 
them.  Quarrelsonii!  old  .S'lJsi,  whn  haH  hto-n  hohhlinp  all  the  diiy  on  her 
entlriui  tlirouj^h  the  gtreeU,  now  descenda  the  Wider  quickly  to  j'>in  the  party, 
aai\iihUt\eiiujit,}i\u-T  ouUl  num.  for  not  taking  hoM  of  her  cmtchea,  "  as  ho 
iexiovim  Bhe  doesn't  tbtiI  'era  now."  Hehind  the  strive,  the  row  lias  becoine  so 
gre&t,  from  the  copiom  draugbta  of  lii]Uor  and  jollity  of  the  Cadgers,  that  the 
gin  measure  and  glaiuii  Bire  thrown  at  earh  vthcr ;  and  their  crutches  and 
TTondftn  leg»«re  hrotijiht  in  contact  to  titiiali  the  (urH-i*;i,'  till  they  an?  n^n 
irant^d  to  ctfigt  with  the  uext  day.  Thu  hluck  uiiu-li-u)t«<l  fiddUir  is  itrammitxg 
away  to  enliven  the  party  ;  and  the  jirrk '"  and  Itoutr "  in  lyiiitf  about  in  auch 
lots,  that  it  would  supply  nuinoroae  poor  familios,  if  thuy  had  tlie  o^a  "  giveu 
theui  wheni  to  apply  for  it. 


I 


Airnr  Briohal  ahd  tbu  Bcuuing  Qdaker. 

L8S7. 

From  the  "Title  Book,"  by  William  Hone. 

yean  Afro  a  Ktout  old  man,  with  loti^  grey  hair,  and  drewfid  In  th* 
hahit  of  tha  Society  of  Fneudw,  was  eeeu  01^1114;  in  thu  ^trvcU  nf  Durham. 
Tliw  inhabtUuiLi  iittnu^t^d  \iy  the  novelty  of  a  '*  htitffing  Quaker,"  thronged 
ahout  him,  and  »evenil  queHti'^neil  him  as  to  hia  ri»;ideucc.  'kc.  AiuonttHl  them 
wan  "  Antv  Brigniil,"  lln^  pi  dire-officer,  who  told  him  to  go  about  his  Vjuwtipwi, 
or  he  would  put  him  in  the  Kitty  "  "  for  au  imposteror."  "  Who  ever  bwird," 
said  Anthony,  "of  a  l>eK>;ii>!s  ^naki-rl"  "Hut,"  wiid  the  mt-ndii-Aiit,  while 
tMUS  flowed  doivn  hid  fare,  "thou  kiioweet,  friiind,  then;  be  bad  Quakera  oa 
well  an  Rood  ones  ;  snd,  I  coiifenn  In  tlni%  I  bavi-  \xn-n  11  bad  ntii-.  My  name  i* 
John  Taylor  ;  I  wm  in  thft  howery  buaineefi  at  N ,  and  throuf;b  drunken- 
new  have  bwonie  a  bankrupt.  The  nocicty  have  titmed  uie  (Wit,  mv  friends 
have  deaertcd  mc.  I  have  no  one  in  the  world  to  help  me  hut  mv  rlaii^btcr, 
who  lives  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  am  now  on  my  way  thither.  Thou  seeat, 
friend,  why  I  beg  ;  it  is  to  j»ct  a  little  money  to  help  me  on  luy  way :  bi; 
muriuful,  an  ihou  ii>ip«»l  fur  mercv."  "  Come,  come,"  said  tlje  officer.  "  it  won't 
do,  you  know  ;  there's  not  a  worll  of  truth  in  it  :  'tis  all  bilse.  Pid  not  I  Bee 
yondrunk  at  XcviH's  Cruu  (u.  pa  bite- house!  of  tnat  namej  the  other  niKbt  T" 
"  No,  fticiitl,"  Hfli  J  the  man  of  unstt^ady  habits, "  thou  didrt  not  nee  tne  drunk 
there,  Imt  I  waa  there,  and  aaw  thea  drunk  ;  and  thou  knowe>ft  whvn  a  man  ta 
dntak  he  thinki"  t^v<Tj'lMiily  bW  ho  !  "  Thiw  wa»  a  poeer  for  the  pidice  offieer. 
The  crowd  lanphnd,  and  "Anty  Brignal"  Klimk  away  from  their  doriiion, 
while  money  fell  plentifully  iiilu  Uie  cutttuided  li&t  of  the  disowned  i[Uaker. 


>  Face  *  Hair.  '  BIvl 

*  One  who  leaves  a  drinkiny  party,  a  milkftopL 
^  Impocing  on  the  ainnple. 
»  Haety  fight.  i"  Food.  "  Drink. 

"  A  house  of  correctioD  is  «o  called  in  Durham. 
Rac 


'  Legleaa. 
s  Beer, 
"  Inf'Tmation. 
Su.  Qou  KaUtt,  to  oon- 


TA0RANT9  ANT)  VAGRAXCT, 

BEOflARK  AXr>  TntXKRSL 

Frnm  s  "  Living  Pictore  of  London  for  1828,"  by  Jon  Bm  (Jolin  'Eii'li-orlV 
Begirt  and  (iiubm  nre,  pmpprly  pnoneh,  nvAperteil  nf  conLribattng  1o  Lur-- 

ghrics  ;  but  then  ihoee  jwople  uwk  lor  tlHUUMilva.  uid  wkloiu  am/  off         ~ 

antousu, 

JOVEKILB  TAnAnONnS  AMD  Beooars, 

From  "  Porertr,  Menilicity,  und  Crime,"  by  W.  JL  Hilu. 

It  U  among  th*«  children  th^t  tbe  yonngcat  in  ytan  may  be  fonnd  In  V 
thv  nioel  rccklcM  tin'l  ilie  dkmI  hanlencl  in  criiu«^  A  boy  ouly  10  ycttn  at , 
age  waBM*ntenc«d  to  death,  toother  with  his  father,  for  lioOEohrr-akii)^,  and  i 
)ii«  return  from  th«  court  tu  lii#  cell,  preceded  by  the  clerfEymnn  nnd  h'u  bthcrJ 
h«  aiid  in  an  undetstone  to  the  pritoncr^  who  were  •nxioa»  to  knnw  the  rtitiilt] 
of  tli«  trial,  "I'm  ble»i'd,  if  tbey  bavnt  stack  it'  into  ourolddiap  oi  b»l!'^ 
pointing  with  hij  thumb  U>  his  doomM  pAient 

At  certain  perimla  the  l>eg^arsi  aud  idle  pei^ou*.  including  vomen  and  cirU, 
leave  St.  Giiits'fl  in  ordt-r  to  make  their  couiUrv  ciivnilA.     M&nv  bnndmltl 
emigrate  into  Kent  to  pick  hops,  and  to  ateol  what  they  can.    "fhc  beg„ 
follow  on  the  heeh  ui  the  faahionable  world,  and  when  lanhion  nuticat^  I 
ineitdioant  leaves  London,    i^ome  tnvel  the  round  of  the  races  ;  »ume  go  *,.. 
teniatically  begging  at  every  door  in  each  town,  and  at  every  hotiM  in  Ihenuitl 
diatricts.     They  exchnncv  nniles  )□  St.  (Jiles's  before  ihvy  start,  snd  girecadlj 
other  writt'-Ti  monmrantla  d  various  gentlemen's  maU,  and  what  talc  of  ' 
tion  ifi  best  calculated  to  awaken  the  ovmerr  »>iiivathte&     'Fboe  vi 
it-lRru  M  pehudicnlly  an  they  Htart,  and  none  of  them  e%'er  tCarvc  upon  Xkt' 
rond. 

A  poor  ntgg«d  sweep,  about  10  yenn  of  ag«,  withoat  sboen  or  stockingc,  tod 
lu'a  red  1«b«  cmckerl  with  the  ciifd,  wnii  brought  to  priiton  for  some  tztfliug 
offence.  The  warm  bnih  into  which  ho  was  put  much  delighted  hint,  but 
nothing  could  exceed  h'ia  Bstonisllinent  on  being  told  to  Tint  on  «hoea  ond 
Btockin;;)!.  "  And  am  I  to  wwr  thflm,  and  lhi>>,  and  thin  too  I"  be  said,  aa  mch ' 
article  of  drew  wna  given  to  him,  Hih  joy  wa»  ctimplete  when  they  took  l<ira 
to  hi»  cell  ;  he  ttitti«d  dnwn  the  bcxKcli^thi-fi  with  great  delight^  ■□>),  half 
dnabliog  hin  gooil  lortune,  liorilATJnsly  a-^ked  if  he  wan  reallr  to  nieep  In  the 
bed  !  On  the  fidlowiiig  moniiii^;  tim  p>vrntor,  who  h»'l  iil«er%'ed  the  lfl>i'« 
aurpriM!,  aBknl  him  whnt  he  thought  of  hia  piluntiou  )  "  Think  of  it,  niasUir ! 
why  I'm  'laiiinifil  if  rvcr  1  do  aiiuthtf  vtroke  of  work  !  *  The  boy  kept  hia 
word, and  was  ultimnt^-ly  tTannnnrted. 

B^^ari  newr  wt.*iir  tiiiy  clolhrK  llinl  inny  be  ^ven  to  tliem — eome  go  aUnti 
without  fihoefl,  etockingA,  or  i^hin,  only  a  jwir  ol  trowwra  nnd  a  knit  jacket,  lA 
excite  cotii|iiu«un  ;  and  yet  clotltcs  daily  givcu  to  tlwiii,  which  yield  tLem  -ia 
and  fta.  a  Xty. 

LrrtRBB  PKOM  Ononat  Artuva  Buxk. 

184A. 

CommuDicated  by  WiUiani  Tucker,  E»).,  Chainnan  of  the  Guardtana  of  the 
Axminrier  Cui>m  to  the  I'oor  Law  Itoard,  t'tbrv/in/  20,  1848. 

fffiTiv:  Atbinj  Brint.at  the  ParUb  of  &)i(ir1>omo,  in  the  Sherhnroe  tTnira, 
'  :wL     1  hnvv  added  tJiu  cave  ol  vagrancy,  which  came  before  the 

i  ■■-:  uea  at  the  hut  MaaiiWB,  as  one,  peritajM,  of  the  mrwt  ejttn»nr>)innry 

«(uch  Itiu  ewr  been  heard  before  a  l«uch  of  jutlinM.    G«»x«  Alkuia  Briot  la 

>  jdidk  it  into,  to  victimise,  to  orerreach. 


AND  llEOOABS  AND  BEOOINO. 


■IiOTit  if)  yran  of  igf,  ami  vrm  etIiicatM  in  tlie  cbarity  Khnol  of  9ber>>om*. 
arni  formerly  apppenticecl  to  a  biiiclicr  in  tlwt  town.  Tliia  man.  for  many 
TBan  pi>«t,  hiu  made  iiK^iidicnncy  Iiih  Ktitire  miHle  of  living,  lutd  linn  iiuiilu  it  Inn 
1)omC  that  he  could  ro  io  hiu  Uiwii  lioiuu,  Darclieatvr  kuoI,  whfiiijver  he  t^-anted 
a  home.  He  ina  luao  of  cuii^iilenible  atlniiuiient,  tut  tire  >u)>j-^iiii:^  letter,  wntt«ii 
by  him,  in  moet  excellent  huidwritiR^,  ilnrini;  bis  imprianuiacDt  in  Doreliefter 
pol,  to  one  of  his  conimclfti,  will  ftbow,  L  have  aUxcheil  the  copr  of  the  Kit 
of  hu  olTencMt  as  laid  Wfore  the  justices  at  the  last  leadoiu,  tooetliei  with  Ids 
prcMntKatence,  ceriitietl  by  Mr.  Duke,  the  governor  of  the  gaoL 

List  of  Gkorox  Brisb's  OFrsNCRA,  Inid  before  the  JiulioM  at  the  Epiphany 

SL-F«ion«.  184S. 


When  coDTictcd.        Before  wl;oni. 


SO  Attg.,  1831. 
90  Feb.,  1(^32. 
10  July,  1635. 

^S&  Jan.,  I8S7. 


14  May,  1S4). 

id«umin«r  Soe- 
BionK  1842. 


30  SepL,  1843. 

7  Aug.,  lets. 

8  Aug.,  l*«-l. 
S6  Oct.,  1844. 

SO  Uay,  184& 

Epiphany  Ses- 
MonM,  1847. 

£3  Jan.,  1847. 

ISJoae,  1&47. 


Crime. 


R«r.  John  Parsona.! 

Ditto. 

(  a  Pretor.  Em|.,  J 
(  Rev.  J.  FiirnoDit,  | 

B«T.  John  Parftona. 

Ditto. 

Qcorge  Bankes,  Exj. 

B«T.  John  Panonft. 

DiHo. 
Ramael  Prelor,  Eaq. 
Rev.  John  Panona. 

!Rev.  J.  PniTimn, 
W.  J.  rJo<jddeii 

iOcorcr  Bankea,  } 

{John  Uawier    j 
Bridge,  Eki.     J 

Iter.  John  PanoiUL 


■■\ 


MisbeliAviourin 

»«  vice- 
Leaving  »emce. 

Profane  u wearing. 

Vagrancy. 

Ditto. 

Stealing  aaod  irou. 

BrcQct  of  pfacc 

Breukiiifj  wiuduwe. 

Ditto. 
Brenkin^  n  K^tt^Q 
containin|j  wine. 

Breach  of  peace. 

For  want  of  Boretiea 
to  kri'p  Ihi-  [)eficp,&c. 

Breaking  windows. 
Tflgnncy. 


Ereut  of  Trial. 


rtard  labour  S  cal. 

months. 

Hard  labour  3  cal. 

monthft. 

Hard  kboor,  10 

da.TL 

Hard  laboar  S  cal. 

month*. 

Hard  labour  3  caL 

months. 

Acquitted. 

Imprisonment  3  caL 

months. 
Harri  labour  i  col. 

iDootha. 
Dtlta 

Ditta 

Impri!innm<?nl, 
1  year. 

No  prowcution. 

Hnnl  labonr  2  cal. 

months 
HaM  Inhiinr  3  cal. 

months. 


lUmarkM. — He  in  now  ander  aentenc^  of  nix  cjil^'ndar  months'  )mpri.<>onni«nt 
-with  hard  UUmr,  and  to  be  otice  w]ii]>}>i'd,  hnring  at  tJie  lost  eesuoiifi  bvca 
^con%*ietad  of  being  an  incorrigible  rogue  and  Tagal>nnd.— O.  Ddrk. 

Copy  of  Gboeub  Aikiiw  Brisk's  Leiter.  lUrtoiwI  lo  Mr.  Oeorgc  Vincent, 
K)nj{'«  An»»  Inn,  Thoniloid,  Shcrboruc,  D<irM>t>hiTe. 

Ihrut  County  Gaot,  l/vnmfier  37,  1847. 
Mt  DBMi   FrikKD, 

Yoii  will  rtfoiember  my  promise  of  writini;  to  you,  which  1  will  now 
Wileavour  to  fulfil.     You  are,  nodoubt,  aware  that  I  am  committed  for  triiil  at 

■  The  Kev.  John  Pnr»»n.i  wai  Vicar  of  SherlKinit  from  1830  till  his  death 
18M. 


TAQBANT9  AND  VAOEANCT, 

thfi  itttiaia  on  m  charjie  of  Tiicrane)-,  for  lieing  buod  elM{)infE  £b  s  atall  belcnx- 
iiiK  to  Mark  Sliernn,  the  Wtclivr.  I  do  not  know  what  tli«  iwM  oC  that  irUl 
may  be,  but  I  expect  a  tenii  of  impriiwnmput,  and  a  corpond  paniBhment  br 
fla{^ lint i oil.*  Th«  mafi*tnit«  wfau  ciiiiiiittnl  m^  told  id*  do  tBoii  on  Iiin  put 
alnuLd,  be  wanting  to  serve  me,  nf  wbich  I  hart!  no  ntantierof  donbc  It  ie<Rii 
«  pleaaura  to  him  to  hare  an  oppurtooity  uf  voitiitiut;  lus  waapuli  and  dyi^ieptie 
jftlecn  at  tiip,  bill  I  nni  inTiilnrrnbly  pnioF  ii|mitL)>t  it.  Tb*  dutaidly  pittftil 
•cheinai  he  hae  n'.rY>T]T!»e  to  only  nerve  to  add  to  nia  duigtaoet  and  to  protrect  the 
itiiDiortiililr  of  htH  phame.  I  mppoM  Mark  Hbcrriit  nisaiifl  lo  oirnr  ott  tbfl 
eruaade  wliicli  hwdeotwwd  brother  aaloog  and  an  atuntoewfully  vagM  apdiift 
nip.  U«  had  declared  eternal  war,  but  waa  cut  off  in  a  mamvnl,  "  and  aent  lo 
hialiutt  nro^niit.  with  all  liin  imperfcctione  on  hiti  head."  And  who  knows  the 
dvotiny  of  tke  immortal  »[4rit  t  It  may  be,  for  ausht  we  knov,  inipriaoiied  in 
rU  the  hellish  n^rpetuit;  of  confinement,  in  those  unltfnl  re^oni  Where  Ition 
for  ewer  tiimn  hiH  wheel ;  and  where  Tantalus  in  tain  emleavoun  to  iJake  hi» 
everlfl^dnf*  thirat  with  the  water  which  cladee  hia  liM  ;  whrrc  Siayphun,  witi 
unavailing  labuiir,  rulla  up  tlie  atone  which  eteroally  tMt  Imtk  ;  and  whm 
Tityua  fecla  the  vulture  incetonntly  preving  an  bis  h«art,  which  a«  faat  a>  it  ii 
ilnvoQied  hi  again  renewed.  But  meiliinkH  I  have  tndu^td  in  an  unwamnv 
(tblc  and  uncharitable  strain.  Tlie  pcrtim^ivl  tvmarlu  of  the  poet  null  ultcmi 
uj'  Miiud,  who  aaya — 

"  There  i»  a  hi>c11  by  nattira  thrown 

Around  ttio  voicalefis  dead,  

Whiirh  M-eiiiit  lo  w)fl«n  cciMiire's  tone. 

And  gnari]  the  dreanilesB  bed 
Of  tlnw,  vfho  wlintsoe'er  thirv  wvre, 
Wait  heaven's  concloaive  andit  there." — QvarU$, 

My  dear  biend,  ptense  to  give  my  respects  to  Ihe  indomitable  Mr.  Aldoos,' 
and  to  Ma«t«r  lUibert  Ciisland,  to  <[,'harleR  Edmunda,  and  hia  copper-eoloond 
maje^iy,  Janiea  King  of  Thi.>ntfor>],  hkewiw  to  your  brother  John,  and  moat 
espGi-iiilly  to  your  fiitlii-r  and  m<ith«r~I  owe  them  the  debt  iminefue  of  en^' 
gt&titude ;  never  can  I  forget  (heir  generous  kiudnefla  to  me  wlien  I  w«l 
for  them  on  the  railway.  I  omitted  io  icU  yoa  that  t  had  been  in  Ycoril ' 
twu  dayt>  pivviuUB  tg  niy  appreheiuioiL.  Dana,  the  man  I  went  to  Lundun 
with,  •:ii:lbii  upon  m*  at  Kh«Dome,  and  wished  me  to  accompany  him  to  Ply- 
rnuuili,  but  to  this  1  u'.'uld  uut  cuuw:iit;  I  promised  to  go  as  ur  aa  Exctvr,  but 
did  not  intend  fullllling  my  engaftement ;  we  staid  together  two  days  in  Yeuvil, 
when  I  \savK  lum  Lhi;  utip ;  he  nuuld  iiut  stay  oq  hour  in  ShorlHime— the nuuti 
of  thi«  ix  obviun* ;  «o  you  ftee,  in  Btrivina  to  escape  the  whirlpool  of  Cbaiybdis, 
I  atnick  upon  the  rncka  of  Scylla.  And  nuw  I  must  close  my  cpiatle :  fanwell, 
iny  Taluvir  (nniid.  for  the  pieavut,  and  believe  uw  to  mnain,  with  the  anal 
aincere  regard  uid  reapeet, 

Yours  faithfoUy, 

Ghoror  Ancncs  Bkivb. 

P.8.^Davi.<i  is  become  an  itinerant  ijunck  doctor,  and  has  a  hopeful  shoot 
with  him  {a  BOD  of  the  Emeiald  L^le),  apfian-ntly  about  10  or  17. 


'  Brine's  prophetic  inAtinclii  of  a  flngellation  were  rabeeqnenily  (ilDyTealited. 

•  Mr.  Aldoua  and  llie  father  of  Mii»tet  Robert  England  were  sub-contnctm 
on  the  Great  Wwitom  Railwar,  llifn  in  coiinw;  of  cnnntruction  nnw  Tlinmford. 
Charles  Edmnndii  was  a  miller  there.  "Hia  «>pper-«>loure<l  nugesty"  aas 
some  time  aftt>mnr'la  an  inmatv  oi  Mie  Union  wilh  Brine.  While  there  they 
indulf;ed  in  »  tight  in  which  tlifv  mode  scarecrows  of  one  another,  and  wen  ■• 
a  coQ8e(|uence  brought  befdtv  llic  HrMrd  for  punishment. 


AND  BEGGiVRS  AND  BEGQINO. 


Ml 


8HKR0ORMB:/uly3,  1S71. 

Hnntmred  Sir, — ApoloKiBinfi  for  not  haTinjr  wplfed  ta  ynar  conrtpniw  nnie 
vnrlirr,  1  l>ty  to  ntisiwrr  Mdim  ni  Mr.  HiUtnri-TunR-r'*  intjuirivs  iX'spci-linji  Iugl 
In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Ribton-Tumpr  dmrpa  to  know  whni  iii.^iifwl  me  to  nd>^pt 
such  a  uiodu  of  livi-liliood  ;  Siidly,  how  1  liiivu  Biipporle<J  mytelt  in  my  wan- 
ilrrinKi' ;  Ilnlly,  llie  cAaiiiil  wanU  I  }inve  viHitril  luiA  inv  ojiitiioti  o(  them  ;  and, 
-Ithly,  tiie  tjaols  iu  Vr-bkb  I  bavo  )wen  iiicareentteil,  with  the  uime  of  tliew 
inrafv-ffnitittnx-  Nnw,  in  i*I>ly  tii  ilw.  finit  (jm-atiim,  I  ]aft  ShtTlwrne  to  wek 
employinent  at  my  trndi*  (that  of  a  butcher),  and  not  niircetKling  fnr  atiine, 
I  soon  diMoverrd  thiiL  iiinnr  iiuitK-y  could  ))«  got  without  work  than  with 
iL    What  knowledge  I  lucked  wosaoon  instilled  into  my  mind  by  profuiMonal 

TSKTUltB, 

2ndly.  Hnw  I  bfive  nupporled  myself  dminp  ray  wanderings  1  Now,  I 
mean  to  niak«  n  clean  br«wt  of  it ;  I  will  candidly  declarv  tlrnt  1  have  ttui^k 
at  nothing.  I  have  worki'd  (hut  vcrr  little)  iii  my  tmdc  ;  I  have  been  a  cattle 
drover  ;  1  have  Iwew  mleeman  with  tliree  diJfeietit  cliotp  Jackal ;  I  hav«  Ixien  a 
pot  hawker ;  I  have  be«;n  a  vendor  ol  \wn»,  \tnper,  ruxon  (P.^tet  I'indar'*), 
ppvctaclen,  Incue,  Slc.  ;  I  bave  h«en  a  distributor  of  rrli^ioiw  trucu ;  1  liuve 
been  in  the  employ  (fortwo years  toRtthcr)  of  inanBUiii{hterinK(|uai.')c  dociniit — 
four  <liirL'n'nt  ohqs  (1  am  uiuru  luluuntid  uf  thix  Uian  of  uny  other  of  my 
foUied,  for  the  majority  of  them  ai-c  not  robbers  only,  but  ituuikidi'ii).  1  Imva 
sold  ciinlH  at  all  Lliu  priucipul  nicus  in  Ciigluiid.  I  also  iittiiidt-d  fur  many 
ymn  all  tlie  principal,  pnui-tighta.  I  have  been  a  "iihHllow  cove"  (i.«.  a 
member  of  the  land  navy  ;  also  a  "  hiyhfiyer  "  {i.e.  a  bctj^inji'-lettor  imnoelnr) ; 
a  "birker"  (one  wIhj  in  Pirty  differvjit  tntdtu,  and  nnwler  of  imuc).  Mv 
fnvonrite  " lurk "  woe  biiblier,  lallow  chandler,  or  currier,  and  to  crown  all,  I 
have  bwrn  a  jirrju-bitr !  Ttiii-  ni"i'^  iwy"  n*-!!  in  rMiinlt?  vilI«Ke  I'ln.-pls  on  Suu- 
day  evcnint(»,  [irifvuii-d  vou  tirv-  wi-lf  uLcicknl  with  tnvl.i>  ;  but  1  wan  iu>l>  fit  lor 
it ;  mv  riaibility  ia  too  eiuiily  licklmd,  and  once,  when  I  was  invited  to  "  hold 
forth  in  n  Mnall  cSiajn;!,  I  wiw  in  tin  littlw  il«Mii>;r  <if  nrinnin|/ in  lh«  pulpit  at 
my  own  rof^iien'.  This  n-aaat  Rothhury,  Northnnibcrland.  I  must  (il*o  UiU 
you,  in  f>hort,  I  have  been  a  ro(^e,  impostor,  and  vngaliond  of  each  and  every 
denomination.  1  tay  tliid  because  it  ia  true,  and  iMiicaiue  I  am  now  heartily 
uhamed  of  it 

Srdly.  \fr.  nibton-Tnmer  wantK  to  know  my  opinion  of  the  ramal  irards 
I  have  viwted.  Now  I  have  viaited  but  very  few^I  think  I  crnild  swear  that 
I  n«VGT  waa  in  twcntv  dilTcrtnt  onca  during  the  twenty -two  year^  I  was  mm- 
bliin! — but  I  aid  fulfy  cuiiviitctd  lliat  tliey  all  tend  to  t'oitter  vut;rancy.  Evt-a 
(inch  places  oa  Oxford,  Cnmbridji^,  Batb,  Rochcater,  Norwich,  and  Huiitinj?!!,  do 
mori:  liarui  than  ^u^jd  ;  fur  out  of  vvvty  ten  tiam|>8  there  oru  tum^  inipuvtons 
or  profeKiioual  tranitis.  You  may  tliink  thin  is  Kaying  too  oiuclt,  but  I  am 
rore  tliis  i^  the  truth.  If  thLTi!  was  no  relief  to  bu  hnd,  there  would  t>c  no 
vagianU.  The  dilhimlty  lie«  lu  dinlin^uisliiii;/  liL'ttveen  the  honeot  xfurktitg 
man  and  the  rogna.  Now  the  dixtribuUtn  of  Waltz's  Charity  i]i  Rochester 
Kuem  to  [iridi:-  Ilit^inmilveK  ii{k>ii  Ihpir  own  wigici'ily  im  ihii  point,  i  have  iHttn 
a  recipient  of  Wntta's  no  leas  than  eifjlit  times,  so  1  laave  you  to  ^ens  whether 
they  relieved  a  dt-nvrving  cumttuncr  in  me,  or  citherwinc.  In  Norwirb,  bI  3L 
Andrew's  Hall,  it  is  the  fume.  I  onM  gave  my  ticket,  which  I  had  obtained 
tharSitoa  Doorblaikvmich  who  had  lieun  reluiwd  one.  The  reaxoa  he  had 
been  reftiaca  ma  herauee  he  woa  not  no  ronHuinniate  a  liar  as  I  wan.  This  is 
truth.  If  be  had  been  a  tntdiajj  Liar  he  would  have  gottan  hu  bread,  cheese, 
beer,  and  bed,  valuwl  at  )4:l. 

Again,  Mr.  Rlbt»n -Turner  and  his  cnlleagiiefi  will  never  deal  elTeftually 
with  vagrancy  unless  thev  be^in  at  the  rigbtend.  Lettlieni.ortlii!  Legialalure, 
fiipprcw  two-thinl*  of  the  common  "  pn4idin^-kenft,"  or  low  lodt^ing-hoiiwi^. 
Thete  are  the  great  receptacles  of  vice  in  iis  moat  repulsive  aspect.      It   la 
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there  the  supply  of  va^rmnU  is  nutniifactimd,  aye,  in  the  very  womb ;  KL 
there  they  (liii))oBi:  of  thi-ir  ill-gotten  f^inK,  for  gn.tt  niitnben  of  itKiii  am 
Kf^lnr  "  lencint;  cribs,"  anJ  gmt  numl^rs  of  them  vrill  not  Iwlgc  a  vorkinf 
man  at  qU,  if  thvy  know  it,  \(*t  he  ehonlil  dinil^e  their  aecreu.  And  id 
loii)<)iijf-houM«  OH^'hi  to  he  under  stririer  pcilife  Mirveillaiict;.  Apiin,  nt,  yw 
know,  or  nuuht  to  know,  tlist  the  ^eater  thv  villain  ihi;  more  plausible  u  Ul 
IaIo,  anil  the  more  flMurisl  invincible  iiiii>it<leiii%  he  jMvtet«ta  tht  liktrlier  heii 
to  utiiiiii  hi«  eDiii,  at  least  with  peopit-  who  are  little  aci|tiiuiilc(l  uiih  th«ie 
myeti^riea,  for  roffnes  don't  aax  to  dE«l  with  ro^ii« — in  truth,  they  will  ri«T« 
Imtit  vach  ollivr,  and  I  anure  yon,  sir,  the  gullibility  of  ihu  British  public  ii 
BO  great,  and  their  hearts  ko  linelf  enaceptlUe  lo  wfaitt  they  believe  to  l>f  a  lals 
of  gttnmiio  distrvA:,  ihut  ihcLr  gwDtraui  MDerol«uc«  ii  ontamuded.  Tlwy  dtvH 
like  to  Ik-  inLpo>ed  upon  ;  but,  a«  I  aaid  before,  the  rn);[Ue,  liar,  and  impcMtor, 
practised  aa  he  is,  kood  L-ouvioL-ee  Ihcui,  thai  hv.  ut  least,  does  not  helouft  U 
Hie  Gjidgin^  fnttrniity.  And  nciw,  fourth ty,  h<iw  uutuv  gMoUl  ThiaiaapoxT. 
Woll,  here  coca.  [  hav?  bitii  in  gaol  more  than  one  liundred  diflfereiit  tineit 
Thi-rfl  arv  lint  two  couiiltM  in  KngUnd  tltat  1  h«v«  e«capi-d  "  Umbo."  I  haw 
aim  b«en  in  BPveral  in  Scotland  and  Wales.  In  the  great  majoritT  of  nui 
dninkenneK  ha«  bwu  th«  cause;  1  liafp  neror  been  couvictea  of  telwyot 
liirccny,  but  I  have  for  obtainin>r  money  under  falae  pretencca,  utd  mvtni 
timea  for  hawking;  without  a  Itrvuoe  ;  many  liniee  for  vagnncy,  'milfhing  wia- 
dow».  and  other  offenf-ea,  fdr  the  whnlf  of  whirh  I  richly  deserve  luui^in;*.  To 
thin,  1  presume,  sir,  you  will  Bay  "  Anien." 

1  hiTL,  hon'oarcd  8ir,  your  unworthy  servant, 
To  S.  JELr8,Eaq.  *  O.  A.  Bmsk. 

Shbrborkb  Woskboobe:  Apnt  \i,  187A. 
Honoured  Sir, —  In  compliani-e  with  yonr  reajuml,  I  will  now  md««vonrte 
deacrili]  lu  yuu  suuic  fomie  of  "  lurk,"  ui  which  [  myself  have  been  an  aclor. 
1  have  found  that  the  "  Ixireavcmc-nl  lurk  "  ia  ii  Itirralivv  one — (i.t,)  the  yn- 
tended  lona  of  a  wiTe,  liaving  me  with  a  voun^  and  helpleM  fnnuly  (o  sapport. 
I  [inicliiw^'d  the  following  »chrnie  forthr  hmt  time  in  Uancheater  : — I  obuuitd 
three  chiMrim,  two  girU  and  a  hoy.  betwetn  iho  aevs  of  five  iind  fn  yetn,  of 
their  par«nt«i,  at  a  contniOD  "padilin^'kcn  "  in  Butkeler  Street  (now  Cbartit 
Stre«t}  for  Uiree  Bhillinga,  to  *'iitan<i  pad  "  with  ntr,  from  wven  o'clock  until 
twelve  p  m.  on  a  Snturdiiy,  I  aRn-'ed  to  give  the  children  plenty  to  vat  hcftiw 
ttarting,  and  noine  i<ence  for  theutR^'Ivei  when  we  rettirne<l ;  to  after  ihf  chil- 
dr«u  had  heen  well  wiufhed  ami  clean  pinafores  put  on  iheni,  and  hwl  be«ii 

{ili^ntirullv  i\'gnleil  with  ItrcAil  ami  Uillvr  and  tea;  and  I  bad  tAii;;ht  ihtrm  tbcir 
tNixjn  (uriiicli  was  a  very  tJinrl  one) ;  and  1  bad  ptuvideil  a  phic^ird  to  pUraj^ 
each  of  their  brwuta,  with  tht-  woni  "  Mothcrleaa    written  iu  large  Ivtten  Bj^^l 
it,  wo  aallied  forth  on  our  expedition,  and  took  up  our  pusitiou  at  one  f^^^ 
entmnoca  lo  Shudelull  Maiket,  and  tlier<>  "stood  uad" — (i.ir.}  utiMnl  with  the 
children  by  ine,  and  did  not  spuok  tinle«a  1  was  »p'>Ken  tu,     I  hod  hv^jnentlr 
to  answer  i]ucHtii)nit  ax  to  bow  long  the  wife  bad  Iwen  dead,  &c^  but  was  not 
DtlierwiiiG  intvrfervtl  with.     Iu  five  houn  I  h»d  man  than  »n*.  given  me 
in  silver  and  copper.     1  ahould  think  I  drank  at  luut  a  »liLlliji}:'s  worth  «F 
rutn  during  the  Luuo ;  bevidea  buying  Hume  cakes.  Ice  for  the  rhildieu,  and 
([iving  them  fourpence  eauh  for  themiunveH,  I  had  XI  ^.  odd  for  myielC 

At  another  time  I  tried  the  same  game  at  Sundin'land,  with  two  cbiMrcn 
(airU),  but  one  of  them  was  too  old  fnr  me.  I  nhould  think  &he  woa  betwccti 
weven  and  twelve,  and  in  the  midat  of  inv  pi^nmiance  *hr  hecaoie  refractury, 
wlien  I  gave  her  a  slight  tilap  ou  the  ebculdera  as  a  correction,  but  this  inthuneJ 
her  [riah  blood  to  fniy,  She  railed  me  "  rogue,  nwcBl,  imiMxvtor,"  &c.  i>be  xM 
the  truth).  Shu  miiO  her  father  waa  dirail,  and  that  I  was  not  her  father ;  that 
1    had   piud  her  mother  lialf-a-4^ruwn  for  henelf  and  sister  for  the  evrniujt 
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KiA  that  "her  mollier  waa  geltinR  drunk  with  the  money.  This  waa  al»fmt  nine 
oVliH-k,  wlwn  I  wiw  Ulciriii  tiioiii-y  fiwt ;  bhiI  I  wtM  conijivlUrl  to  "  pitch  tile 
node"  (diac(mtrnueth«  t^iiie)  nntl  Ut  "makf  trafk*"  tlif-Bnmc  fvenini^tfiWftrili 
Darhiun,  with  »7ily  iu'vva  ur  «i|{lit  eljilliiJiips,  which  I  folly  expected  to  have 
doiul>l«cL,  And  iii--rhi<[i>>  trebk-iL 

"Another  lurk  1  trttJ  vm  the  crii'pluB,"  at  Holywell,  Flintshire,  N.W., 
whore  in  «  ffiinunn  spring  caHkiI  8L  WmiTrvd'n  Well.  TnidiLtun  »uiys  that  the 
Saint  waa  behta<lt;d  on  a  hill  ahuve  the  FpririK.  where  St.  Winifred'^  Chnrx'h 

»tiow  atands  ;  tinil  thut  the  hwul,  HfltT  ilfcjtpiliilion.  rolW  to  the  bottom  of  the 
liill,  and  where  it  Bloiiped  the  well  ajHiinp  up.  JJc  this  as  it  iiwy,  mfuiy  n^opjc 
— it  w  said— havp  t]<mv'«dKr«st  heiiefit  fnitii  tht  water,  by  drinkiii;;  it.anu  from 
hithing  in  it.  It  in  aaid  t^j  he  iitfnllihle  in  relief  of  rhi'iniiAtio«,  nciirutgia, 
•datica,  &c.  So  I  took  it  into  my  hend  to  «imiiUte  theumatism  for  ii  time  I  so 
Oos  day  I  mid  to  tlie  wouian  who  wa8  with  nic,  "  Let  uaj^o  and  sec  what  wc 
call  do  st  UolywelL''  At  thiM  time  we  were  at  Uhyl.  Hhe  con»ented,  siid  after 
mattiriiig  oiLT  p1an«.  the  ju^st  day  v-^e  KtArtod  to  Holywell,  where  we  tAok  a  amall 
Atrniahea  nom  upstairs,  in  a  back  rcom  at  a  eobliler'A,  fur  S«.  a  week.  Wq  told 
them  we  were  come  from  the  Weat  of  Engliutd  for  the  l«neht  of  Uie  ce]el>r»le<l 
vaStm,  ••  wc  were  hoth  mlTcriuK  from  rliL-uiiuitic  paiiie,  and  liml  been  a<lvi»'d 
la  trv  whether  the  spring  would  do  ua  any  good.  So  huviii|{  {iiiid  a  wt-rk'n 
real  ui  adTancv,  th«  niut  day  we  comnieuL'td  operuiLOim.    We  Huon  found  ouL 

»the  names  and  reaidencea  ol'the  moat  benevolent  pemooa, and ftiicceedi;db«y»[id 
our  expectationa. 

Th«  following  morning  we  liathcd  at  the  Hpring.  A  man  ia  k^pt  ther«  to 
attend  nuilea,and  u  femiili  attends  fcmaleft.  I  went  tlu^re,  flupportud  on  two 
Btic]u,l)Ut  I  tubaeciiieiilly  f{ot  a  crutch.  I  iiretfiiditl  to  1>h  much  worse  tlutn 
my  wife  (t)  She  waa  afffii-ted  in  the  amiB  ;  I  in  the  loj^a.  We  contiiiiioi  Ihia 
eame  fur  a  few  dayt,  and  then  Imliex  cjime  to  scv  n>>  nt  our  hxli^iii^'8,  and  never 
MTiiiij  without  a  donation.  Stmiv  dnyia  wc-  f^oi  nx  much  mm  U)k.  &  d»y,  besides 
wine,  ]>oner,  mutton,  eakea,  kc.,  and  hookit  to  rend.  I  carried  on  tliia  game  for 
live  wtek«,  liviitc  on  thu  fnt  of  the  land,  till  one  unfortunate  day  I  sent  my  u-ije 
for  a  luJf'pint  of  mm,  which  Boexhilanit«il  iih  that  we  wot  another  ;  alter  which 
]  insiated  on  havin;;  a  da.ni.'e  together  in  the  room,  u'hicL  throii^di  our  operations 
andjomps  brought  down  pnrt  of  the  ploMter  of  tht;  ceiling  underneath  us,  on 
the  table  where  the  cohbler  and  hia  wife  were  at  tea.  It  waa  an  old  rickety 
house,  and  the  man  told  mu  afterward!  that,  hairing  The  mmpiut  overhead,  he 
ftud  Ilia  uife  had  jjone  up«lain  and  seen  ua  dancing  together  for  a  ijuaitur  of 
an  hour  before  the  ceiling  foil.  Whun  I  k;ot  down  Aiairn  I  found  the  room  half 
full  of  the-  ueigbbouns  to  whom  the  cobbler  and  bi«  wife  had  ^tveu  tbu  inteUJ- 
fxnce  about  the  dancing  crippJca,  This,  together  with  the  row  about  the 
(Umagvd  ceiHn)|;  (it  waa  a  large  pi«ue  of  plwlur  i  I  fhould  think  it  woe  Iti  or  iCt 
Ivct  ill  I'in-unifereuce),  maide  me  KiH>lve  to  "  Inxik"  it  at  once,  for  the  newj»  liud 
Rpreod  like  wildlire. 

I  thvn  haalily  told  my  wife  ahe  would  meet  me  at  a  certadn  niace  in 
Beiyonson  Street,  Lirurpool,  imd  havini,'  fjiviin  lier  koiuu  money,  1  al-irted 
At  cmca  for  Che-oler  (17  miles),  wliiih  jiUct!  I  rvurhrd  within  four  liuun, 
and  the  next  day  I  reached  Liverpool,  whl^re  the  woman  found  me  two  <lnyB 
alier. 

There  are  many  "  lurks  "  which  I  have  not  now  tha  time  or  space  to  dwell 
npoa  ;  aeitber  huvv  1  time  or  o]i|Hirtnnity  iii»t  nuw  u>  way  much  nOout  {».<;ud<^ 
ddctora  ;  but  an'tther  week,  nir,  it'  yon  plcjwp  to  forwiird  me  (/xr  Mr.  Jcifs) 
another  atamjied  envelope,  I  will  do  my  best  for  your  tnfumiattoa. 
I  ntnijiin,  lionourcd  Sir,  with  tin?  gmil««t  rvHjjftcl, 

Vour  unworthy  eervant. 

To  C  J.  RiBro.x-Tt:RN8R,  Emj.  Gbob«ik  Atriss  Briks. 

P.S.— There  arc  many  ronmrks  I  fhnnld  like  to  make  respecting  vngrwicy. 

ttS 


644  TAQRANTS  AXD  VAORANCT, 

Imprimu,  the  motive-power  ino-ct  be  etopped  Wfom  tb«  nuicliinery  (An  ^ 
briiHglit  to  A  •Und-itill.  People  \r\\n  inAiitnm\naXe]y  pve  aim*  an  bt 
more  to  blame  than  the  recipieata.  Until  this  tnith  W  widely  known  uth 
kcteA  npon,  tnoDdicity  uill  n'Mriiih.  Tliiit,  und  lbi<i  alnne,  U  the  fjntua 
(ilMtacIn  tliat  impedes' your  progreesj  olthougb,  1  sbnuld  Mf,  out  ux  iIMl^ 
nimtntableone.  0,A.B. 

The  events  chmnicled  in  this  letter  happened  nbmit  Iwcntr  ytMn  i*im 
the  tintc  of  it,  and  thoiu;h  lliL-re  may  lie  here  and  there  c-mbelliBliiiieiiti  itf  Ike 
truth,  iii4jui7y  aecint  to  ilunr  t4iat  the  accoout  given  ig  subotautially  accunle. 


Sbkrbobxb  Chios  Wobkboobi  :  Apr^  10, 187& 
Rontwired  Sir,— 1  diilv  rvc<'ire<l  your  note  of  the  15th  inst,,  to  whi^h  I  miw 
reply.  1  oamm^nce  villi  tliti  qunok  doctnn.  la  the  fint  pWe.  I  tuuat  tdl 
yoH  that  I  Dtsrer  eiyjugijfl  in  thw  dirty  business  on  my  own  account  1  hiw 
Wn  a  twil  in  the  liaiidx  of  other*.  The  first  time  it  was  in  Tarmoutli.  A. 
qpack  who  was  lod};ini{  at  the  eamc  "  ken  "  with  me  oakeJ  lue  ij*  I  wa*  witlinc 
%u  earn  a  t-nuple  uf  sbillinpi  eauly.  I  replied  in  the  sfliniuitive.  Tbii  wu  U 
come  into  the  aiarket-place  in  the  aTieniooii,  while  he  biusulf  was  cxpatiolini; 
on  th«  virtues  oT  liis  infallible  medicines,  and  pnrchaM  hall-A-douteit  boxes  ■ 
the  pill^  saying  that  myself  and  others  ha<l  derived  iuunciue  benefit  ftomtbtii' 
line,  sjid  that,  for  the  t'ature,  I  was  nswdved  never  to  be  without  them,  Iks 
money  to  pay  for  them  having  been  given  itiu  bufimhaod  by  the  ''  doctor"  (■** 
tJie  mark).     WcU,  I  carried  out  my  inatructiuna  to  the  letter,  and  so  «tll 

Jilm>»d  tlio  modem  ^sculupius,  that  tu  the  evuning  he  omployvd  m«  lo 
or  him.  at  a  salary  of  X)  p«r  week,  benidea  travelling  tft)H!U>im.     1  wh»  di 
he  initiatod  in  the  eublimo  myatary  of  compoundinij  the  "medieinee,''al 
iuvariablv  "  p]iW  My  duty  wualo  coUeol  the  iiijirvdients,  and  I  now  •olemnlT 
(iec-IuTt-  tJiAt  I  ^t  them  rcfidy-maile  fnim  t)ii*  ulir^^pfotd  or  the  rabbit-waned- 
Those  from  the  BbetpAild  lud  to  he  ootuiderably  reduced  in  sikp,  after  wfateii 
t}iey  went  coated  with  liiitOy  pnlveiixed  maar  and  tlour,  and,  aft«r  bein^  dried 
to  8  proper  consialency,  were  placed  in  piU-boxeo,  which  are  easily  obtaini^ 
and  Uian  hold  forth  to  the  diilln  who  wtre  mlUv  euou|{h  lo  lietea  to  him  u 
"  Ameri(»n  iiU((ar-coated  pilU,"  purely  vcf^,tab1e,  nnd  WBrranied  not  to  rontain 
one  niuiicle  of  nit-rniini',  coW-vntli,  or  other  deteterioas  poison,  so  extensivtlf 
used  oy  regular  doctors.    These  pilla  are  a  sovereign  teniedyfor  bilious  dis- 
orden,  Uver  complHiiit«,  dyspepsia,  or  indigestion,  the  symptoms  of  which  sie 
leunedly  deacribed  by  the  "  omtor"  (which  was  f;cneiiJly  myself),  leantt  bf 
heart  from  a  medical  work  by  Dr.  Buchomm. 

Whui  we  were  tmvellinf;  in  country  vilh^tea  there  was  no  "  ill  which  flesh 
is  heir  to*'  bnt  what  my  master  (blatant  iuuoramusaa  he  wax)  would  nulundK- 
take  to  cure — womia,  pih-s,  tusky  or  itch,  gout,  rheumatism,  oleers,  fiU,  Ac', 
but  tbo  naked  truth  is  that  be  was  a  greater  fool  than  I ;  he  cuuld  not  rend  s 
paragraph  in  a  newsjuiper,  and  could  scarcely  write  his  own  name.  He  kiuw 
no  moH  about  the  niuliulies  he  professed  Co  eun  than  a  bon; ;  hut  he  IMsnHH 
in  an  eminent  dcpve  Ihat  gmnd,  indispensable  ijuahficatioii,any  amoui^^| 
chi^ck,  and  his  takings  on  lui  avemge  wurv  £10  a  vroek. 

I  travelled  with  this  man  for  about  four  montha,  chiefiy  in  the  WtUm 
counties,  whun  I  expnissud  a  desire  to  luiTe  him,  when  he  immediately  offend 
l»  miiitr  my  wiiges  by  giving  me  2Qh.  a  wnek,  but  ]  would  not  accept  it  and 
left  him.  t  havL-  travelled  with  lliree  others,  all  of  the  same  kidney,  siiieetiiBt 
time  :  sufGce  it  to  say  tbit  u  act  uf  man  uupriudpUd,  igaorunt  rascala  nevtf 
ditwmced  earth. 

Perhaps,  air,  you  may  think  that  by  tumiiie  "  Qaecn^  evidence "  I  am 
wonc  tlion  the  ones  I  impeach  ;  but  I  ilon't  wisli  to  exotn-nite  iiiy»elf,  for  I 
nrnifrm  that  I  am  about  tlie  moat  worthlesa  of  beings,  but  the  truth  ought  to  lie 
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fc?inwTi ;  poor  people  might  nnt  to  be  srstenmtii^AUy  rolibed  liv  r[uaok  dneloni  or 
ftiiy  (itlier  (iwcriution  of  rggue ;  for  WKUW,  iwscaU,  and  Imn  are  Uiu  whole 
butemtiy,  niyseli  iocluded. 

•  ■  •  •  •  ■ 

Ymin  unworthily. 
To  C.  J.  Biaroir-TtrKNEB,  E^q.  O.  A.  BatKB. 

P.S,— I  was  bom  October  29,  IS12. 

Brine  died  April  IS,  1861.  He  wu  up  to  the  but  on  irrAclEumaMe  rural. 
One  uf  iho  esH>l1iri(i  puanliann  rndwivonrM  to  rtforru  him,  but  without  «v«il. 
A  nhort  liiiii'  lirforr  Brine'"  dwitb  be  fumifihed  him  with  n  Rood  suit  of  bhick 
^ocbi-a.  Brine  imntf-dint^l^-  left  iht  v-firklioune,  for  the  lut  tiiur  as  it  turned 
;M,  aiid  c<iriiiiii.tn<.'ed  drinkiiiK,  the  result  beiuj,'  that  by  the  eveniog  the  cloth«« 
were  complelply  BpoiVd  anri  Brine  hud  to  Iw  conveyed  to  the  iiiiliw-Rtalion  on 
s  iniL-k,    A  life  of  him  appeared  ia  18S3,  under  the  title  of  "  The  ting  of  the 


BEOaiNQ-LBTTEn  WnnERB  AHD  TiLUtrt. 
From  "  HouMdiold  Words  "  and  "  All  the  y«ir  Bonnd,"  by  Charlca  Dickon. 


I  In  thij  year  1850,  jVr.  Ctiarla  JiichtnA  pulilisliftd  in  "Honschotd  Worfs" 
and  "  All  lh«  Vear  Ki'iiiid  "  two  putiKt-nt  luid  p^pbic  doecriptioiis  of  the  Keg- 
t;in|j'-lL-lu-r  WritL-T  and  the  Tnunp,  from  wbidi  the  fnllowine  exlrmf*  are  token. 
Iti  KmiMLm-iiCT  uf  Ihi;  eiiHiBunje  contained  in  theiu,  Afr.  ifmnf  Afuv'uffw  lelU 
us  "tljtit  from  iK-iiiK  u  favcurite  author  aiuonsst  the  patterera,  lfie)uii*  went 
dowu  Kully  in  tin;  acule  on  account  of  '  coniing  it  so  strong '  tigaiiut  the  bc^ing- 
klter  dvpaitninut.'' 

Thx  BcaGINO-LSTTEH   WbITXB. 

I  onght  to  know  somclbiu^  uf  thu  JJoyKiuv''-'tl*''  ^^'riter.     Jle  has  Tjeeieaed 

njf  dour  at  all  boon  of  the  d«y  and  ui^ht ;  li*  baa  Jougbt  my  BervBnl ;  hv  Iiiib 

'  '*"~.  in  anibtuih  fur  mn,  guin^  out  auu  euiuing  m  ;  he  boa  followed  ine  out  uf 

a  into  the  rountry  ;  he  hju  appeared  at  provincial  hoteU,  where  I  have  been 

atayiii|t  only  lor  a  (ew  bouis  ;  lie  Jias  wiittcu  to  me  from  iiiujicUKe  dist^uiwit, 
when  I  have  been  out  of  Knj^land.  He  ha*  fallen  nitk  ;  tie  has  died  and  been 
iurivd  ;  bv  Has  came  to  life  s^n,  and  a^in  depurLed  fruiu  thi^  tcauHtory 
nc«ne:  he  \in»  liecii  bt.i  own  noo,  hiH  i>wu  mother,  liia  own  baby,  hia  idiot 
btvther,  his  unclu,  hii^  auol,  hia  n^ed  ^ndfathLT.  Ue  luu  wanted  u  ^rvatcoal, 
tu  (Id  ti>  liidin  in  i  »  poniiil  Ui  «ut  linn  up  in  life  tur  evi^  ;  a  jiair  of  L<oota  to 
take  bim  to  tJie  coaot  ol  China  ;  a  liat  to  ^et  him  into  a  puruuinvut  utuattuu 
under  Oovemnitnt.  Ilr  ba-i  freqnenlly  (wen  cxiw-tly  »cveii  aiid  nixpence  abort 
of  independence,  lie  hna  had  Mich  openin^a  at  Liverpool — puat^  o[  ^^tvat  trust 
and  cunlidttiicc  in  merchanta'  house*,  wnich  nothint;  but  ifuven  und  Hixiieucu  waa 
wanting;  to  bim  to  N-t'iire — that  I  vender  he  ia  not  Mayor  of  that  flouriahiiig 
town  at  the  present  niomenL 

The  natund  jihenoint'iui  of  which  be  boa  been  the  victim  are  of  a  inort 
astounding  nature,  lie  has  bad  two  children  who  have  nevec  ^rowu  up  ;  whu 
have  never  htid  uiiytbin^^  to  cover  tbcni  at  nij^ht ;  who  have  lieen  continually 
driving;  him  mad,  by  nflkinu  in  vain  for  food  ;  who  have  never  c*»nnt  out  of 
fcVcM  and  measl^^  [whu-h  I  aupixnte  bas  accounted  for  hlD  filming  hia  letters 
wilh  tobiicco  KiiU'ke  um  a  (IJHiifucliuil) ;  who  have  never  chan;,'ed  in  th«  least 
dcjjtee  through  fourteen  long  revolving  yaatai  As  to  bis  wife,  wlut  that  oofler- 
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ing  voman  hm  anderKone,  noboiiy  knows.  Sh«  haa  mliniys  be«n  in  m 
interoBting  Bitiiation  through  the  MUnc  long  period,  aad  haa  never  been 
confined  vet.  UU  devotion  to  ber  bu  been  ULCCuiog.  Ue  baa  never  cued 
for  biinwlf :  A«  eoold  have  pcrUbed,  he  woold  ntber,  in  abort — bnt  ma  il  on 
liis  Chrutiaa  duty  aa  a  luan,  a  btulai&d,  and  a  fathvr,  to  whte  be&ginie-lvtim 
wben  he  1<<oked  at  her?  (He  bu  aaaallj  mnarked  that  be  woalacaD  in  um 
evi^tuni;  Tor  oo  anawct  to  tbit  aueatioti.) 

He  baa  been  the  apoct  of  liie  utrnnfieBt  minfaTtonea.  Ulut  his  brother  bu 
dooo  to  him  would  hnvc  broktn  ojiybudv  cl.<w's  heart.  Hu  brutb«x  went  into 
btuineaa  with  him,  and  niii  uwtiy  with  the  nioii«r  ;  hi«  bmther  gat  btm  to  bt 
securitT  for  an  immenao  sbiq  and  left  him  to  pay  it ;  bta  brother  innild  harc 
KJveu  nim  «in|doyiiient  to  the  tune  of  bun<ln.-xU  a-y«ar,  if  he  would  have  eou- 
»ntml  to  write  letten  on  a  Sntiday  ;  hio  brother  eounciated  priiidplee  iacom- 
pntiblo  with  hiB  rvligiuaK  vwws,  and  he  oonld  not  (in  oonMquenoe)  peniiit  liii 
biYtther  to  pr>iTide  for  bim.  His  landlord  baa  never  ahovn  a  aparc  of  buinaii 
fv«UnK>  Wh«n  he  put  in  that  execution  I  dont  Imow,  but  he  hv  never  takm 
it  M\u  Thehrok^^'  man  haagrown  grej  in  poaaeulon.  Tbty  vill  bare  to  harf 
him  some  day. 

He  boa  been  attached  to  everv  conceivable  pursuit.  Ue  baa  been  in  iht 
anajr,  in  the  navy,  in  the  Chatcn,  in  the  law :  connected  with  the  pivcs,  < 
fine  tfta,  public  injititutiom,  ev(!i7  description  and  grade  of  biuiiteac.  He  1 
been  brought  up  as  a  gentleman  ;  be  haa  been  at  everv  college  in  Oxford  i 
Cambridge ;  he  can  qur>tc  Latin  in  his  letters  (but  generally  mia-^tellB  some  i 
Engliah  won1) ;  be  can  t«lt  you  what  Shakspeare  says  about  begsinA  ' 
than  yon  kiuiw  iL  It  in  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  midat  of  his  afflictions  be 
nlwnj'fl  mida  the  ncwxpapofs  ;  and  rounds  off  faia  appeal  with  some  oIIuuod, 
tliut  niay  be  aupjioiied  to  be  in  my  way,  li>  the  popular  aabject  of  the  hour. . . . 

Oncc  tie  vtiiUi  ma  mihcr  a  special  letter,  propoaing  relief  in  kind.  He  had 
got  into  a  littlu  trouble  by  leaving  parcels  ol  mud  done  up  in  brown  paper,  at 
peftple')!  bouiK«,  on  pretence  of  being  a  Bail  way- F<>itcr,  in  which  character  be 
received  carriage  money.  This  Bportive  Eoncy  be  expiated  in  the  Houae  ef 
OoTTTction.  Not  long  nfter  hta  rulcMe,  and  on  a  Sunday  mtiminfj,  he  called 
with  a  letter  (having  Grat  dusted  himself  all  over)^  in  which  he  gavs  ni*  ko 
iiiidi-mtnnd  that,  Vtviug  resolved  to  cam  an  bnneet  livelihoMl,  be  bad  bMO 
tnivcllinK  nbi^ut  the  country  with  a  cart  of  crockery.     That  he  had  been  dnng 

Si>ttv  well  until  thv  (lay  befnrv,  when  hia  liome  had  dmppvd  down  dead  uar 
lathnm,  in  Kent.  Ttiat  thix  bad  rnhia'd  him  to  the  unpleasant  necsEUtyi^ 
getting  inl'O  the  ahaft«  himself,  and  drawing  th«  csit  of  crockery  to  Londoo— a 
aomewW  pxhuu»ting  pull  of  thirty  mile«.  Tbnt  be  did  not  venture  to  iik 
again  for  ntuney:  biitthatif  1  would  have  the  goolneas  to  Mitv  fcim  oul a dtntfaVi 
he  would  mil  for  the  auiinol  before  bn^ktioat  \—BoiutMd  W«nii,  Mtj/ 10, 1690. 


Traui^ 

Anc4her  claaa  of  tmnip  ia  a  man,  the  moat  valuable  part  of  wboae  stock-ia- 
tnide  ia  a  highly  perplexed  demeanour.  He  i«  got  up  like  a  couutrytaan,  snd 
you  will  ofLen  oome  upon  the  poor  fellow,  while  heia  endeavouriDg  to dedpliv 
the  inncriplion  on  a  inileatone — qoitc  a  f^tleas  ciideavoor,  for  be  caoDOl  IT"" 

He  Bab)  your  panlon,  he  truly  doea  (he  is  very  slow  of  speech,  this  inunp,  i  

ho  looks  in  a  bewilderiHl  way  all  round  tho  proapect  while  he  talks  to  you),liiN 
ull  of  UB  ahold  do  aa  we  wold  be  done  by,  and  he'll  take  it  kind,  if  yuull  pat  a 
jiower  man  in  the  rif;ht  road  fiir  to  jine  hia  eldest  sod  as  has  broke  his  1(^  UJ 
]ii  the  nuuoiiing,  and  ia  in  thtH  husrc  Onpitl  as  la  wnle  down  1^  ^uin 
Pouncerby'e  own  bond  aa  wold  not  tell  a  he  fur  no  man.  He  Utt^n  pmaiicM 
from  nuder  his  dork  frock  (Iwin^  ulwnys  very  alow  and  perplcxul)  a  neat  biU 
worn  ohl  leather  purse,  from  which  he  takea  a  »cnp  of  jiapi^r.  On  lhi»  xnf 
of  paper  is  wriitcii,  by  Si^uire  Pouucerby,  of  the  Grove,  "  Plcaae  to  direct  tlw 
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arer,  a  poor  Iwt  ve^-  worthy  m/m,  to  the  Sustiex  Ct>aiitv  IIcapitAl,  near 
in^hton  "—ft  TDfttter  of  some  liilficiiUy  at  the  momeut,  scciug  that  tb«  reiiucst 
ewmee  suddenly  upoa  you  in  the  depths  of  ilenfonUlitre,  The  inuru  yuu 
endeavour  to  inilicAte  where  Biight^tn  itt^whon  ,>uu  have  with  th«){reateHt 
OifliciiUy  n-jiipuibertil — thf.  Iipa  the  devoted  father (Jui  Iw  made  to  comprobend, 
anil  the  uion5  obhiwly  h*  stare*  at  tlit  pnwpecl ;  wherthy,  Wiiiif  itKluttii  tu 
extrauity,  yoa  recuniinetid  the  fuithful  jmrcnt  Ut  bc^n  by  goitiK  tu  Sl  Albaiiii, 
and  pr«cnt  him  with  hair-n -crown.  It  doen  him  go<^,  iio  duubl,  hut  suircely 
helpH  him  rorw&rd,  since  yon  And  him  lyinK  dniok  that  satnr  evc»iii^  in  the 
V'htrelwri^hl'ii  »iiu-])ii  iiiidt!!-  tltu  tOied  where  the  {eilvd  Lcvce  aw,  upjiuaitu  the  st^ 
of  the  Three  Jolly  Iieil"crfl,' 

Tliu  Yuiinu  fdJowtf  wtKJ  truilge  )i1oni;baruf>x<t,  (Iveorstx  together,  their  hoota 
slnn';  nVer  their  fthouldcn,  their  shaljby  bnitdlea  undur  their  Mnu»,  thtir  •tiL-lta 
newly  cut  bom  some  ruaiL§iilc  wood,  nxv  not  ciuiDeiillv  ppepos.eMinjj,  but  ai-u 
tuui:h  tcoa  obJectiotuil)l«.  TlierK  is  ii  tramp  felluw9>hip  hiiioii>;  theiii.  Thuy 
nlwuya  fp  at  a  fatit  swin;;— though  tJity  K««emlly  limp  liio — iiiid  there  U  in- 
vnrialtly  one  of  the  wnnjiany  who  h.M  much  mlw  to  keep  Up  with  the  test. 
Tfafiy  generally  tallc  nlwut  horsey  and  any  other  meaTiii  of  lucoinotion  thnu 
walKJQg  :  ur,  od«  of  the  conipniiv  Tvl'iti»  »iimv  roc^nt  experienced  of  the  road — 
which  are  oln-nya  diAputeA  aii<]  ilil1]i'.ulL)6».  As  for  exiiiiipK-.  "Sona  I'm  a 
standiujr  lit  the  pumji  in  thu  mArk{.-t,  htest  if  thore  don't  come  an  n  Beodl'C, 
nnil  he  fww,  *  Mustn't  fltaiid  herfi,'  hu  sets.  '  Why  not  T  I  sea.  'No  bc^jgara 
nlluwed  tu  this  towu,' hi'  ses,     'Who's  a  bttyi-ajl' I  Mis.     'Von  iu%,' he  acd. 

*  Who  ever  we  rm  he^  I  Did  yott  1 '  T  fiC:*,  •  Then  you'ro  a  tmnip,"  he  se*.  '  I'rl 
ratlter  be  that  than  a  Beadle,'  1  ses."  {The  company  vxprva^  ^rcat  uuuruval.) 
"'Woiihl  youl'ht:  iM-K  to  inK.     '  Yes.  1  would,' I  sea  to  lum.     ■  Well,  he  ■r*. 

*  niiyhow,  get  ont  of  thih  town.'  '  U  hy,  blow  your  littti:  town  ! '  I  bos,  '  w!m 
wants  to  be  in  it  i  \VotdiM.Tt  your  dirty  htUo  town  mean  by  cumin'  and  ntiekin* 
iiAcir  in  thp  roiui  to  anywhurc  1  Why  don't  you  gsl  a  iihovi;!  and  a  Iwm-.r,  and 
clmr  ymr  U'vm  uut  u'|>«nple's  way  t'"  (The  cuujpuuy  uxpnis^iup'  the  hi^hiMt 
apjiro'val  and  laughing  aloud,  they  all  go  down  the  hiJi.) — All  (Ht  Ytar  ItouMi, 

June  10,  ISM. 


Tub  Patteker.    Thk  Screevxb.    Beooab  Srazsr  SsLLBEa. 

1861. 

From  "  London  labour  and  the  London  Poor,"  hy  Henry  Mayhew. 

hfr.  Jhnry  Mntjiurw  in  hin  Mat/nwm  nput,  London  Labour  and  tht  London  Pnnr, 
mbtisbed  iu  1831,  give*  aniou^it  a  imiltilude  of  uUi«t  iUuatJiitiuus  of  the 
oodgM  of  t)ib  vagnmt  class  the  following  chitractcristic  instances  : — 

It  ia  to  be  HuppoHed  that,  in  country  dittiriiu,  when  there  are  no  RtreetA,  the 
mtterer  (street  omtor)  ia  obligeil  to  call  at  the  huuwa.  As  they  are  Tiioslly 
without  the  hnwker't)  liciiicc,  and  soDielimca  find  wet  lin^n  Vtore  it  ia  lo&t,  iho 
rural  di!itrii.-tit  an;  not  fund  of  thbir  vinuts  ;  and  lln-n-  u.r»t  j;i-rjcndly  two  or  tUrt-Q 
pciwiiis  in  a  vilhifjt-  njKirled  tw  bo  "(■anuny,"  that  is  (unfavoiinvblcj.  If  « 
Mtterer  baj«  lieen  "  crabbeil,"  that  in  (ollfiidctl  at)  any  of  tliu  "  tribbs  "  (houses) 
ne  inoptly  cholka  a  signal  on  or  near  the  door.    I  give  one  or  two  in<iUTn-4.4K, 

0  "  ""ne,"*  meaning  good. 
I   V  ''C(K>p<!r'd,"i>i)<iilvd  h\  tht!  imprudence  of  tame  other  pattorer. 
r    Q  "Gammy,"  likidy  to  iiavn  you  Laken  up. 

0  "  Fluunuut,'  sure  u[ a  uiuuth  iu  quud. 

In  must  lodging-hdii.-i'H  thetu  in  an  old  man  who  is  the  guide  to  every  "walk* 
£a  the  viduity,  and  who  uui  tell  every  bouse,  on  evely  round,  ttiat  ia  "  good  for 

>  This  j;enn«  of  tnunp  agreea  with  Uorman's  description  of  tli«  Jiu^e  ju 
lAt};.    See  p.  SOT. 
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a  cold 'later.'  In  many  caeeB  there  U  over  lie  kitejteii  niant1e-pleeeftni]llf 
the  (lislnct,  dotted  lim^'Andtlicrv  with  mcinoriiiiilntu!i  of  f&ilure  arncccai... 

Two  bawken  (palt)  go  tc^cther,  tut  N:j>amtv  whvu  tli«y  vnler  s  TiUii^  ni« 
taking  rach  dde  of  the  road,  and  ikIHii);;  <iiffet¥nt  things  -,  and,  bo  ai  to  ufnm 
each  other  as  to  the  rhnmcter  of  the  people  at  vfaoee  houaea  they  call,  thrj 
chalk  certain  mark'  on  their  door<p(ut«  : 

*^  means  "  (Jo  on.     /have  caJIed  hero  ;  don't  ynn  rail — it's  no  go.* 

■^  m«jii»  "Hlop — yoB  may  call  here;  thvy  w-niii"  (for  lunluiice)  "nial 
yon  sell,  though  net  what  /  aetl ; "  or  else,  "  Th«v  had  no  change  when  1  vu 
tluTi.\  hut  may  have  it  now  ; "  or,  "  II  Uiey  don't  (my,  at  laaat  ihev'll  treat  jwi 
civilly." 

^  ou  a  (.-onitT  house  or  a  aign-poal  inotns,  "  1  went  thia  way  ; "  or  "  Go 
on  in  lliiA  din:ction. 

:!t  on  a  cnnivr-hoaae  or  sign-post  nteans,  **  Stop— dont  go  any  furtbci  id 
thin  dinsttion." 

0  as  heiaix  exjilained,  moans  "danger." 


Or  THE  DIFTKBEKT  GrAT>M  OF    PATTXRKRfl. 

I  will  endeavour  to  sketch  a  few  of  the  mo«it  renownett  "bcrrorTn«r»'*on  ikM 
theatre  of  u-uoii.  By  titr  the  ]iio«l  iIUi»trioua  is  "  Nichulaa  A — -,"  a  name 
well  known  to  the  whole  cadging  fmt«niityaa  a  real  deacendant  irata  Ilan^ 
fylde  Moure  Catvw,  and  the  "  priuoe  of  lurke-ts  "  and  patteren  fur  thirty  ynn 
put.  ....  Scnucly  vm  he  out  of  his  teens,  when  he  honoured  the  mMt 
country  witlj  hia  vii>iti'  Jind  his  <lcpredalioiia. 

ThiH  tiiaii'h  iii^Kuuity  wiui  tlieti  (axed  as  to  the  next-moT«,  bo  he  tlioughtil 
ujH-diL'nt  to  tax  eouii^body  i>1e«.  He  went  with  hia  "  pal "  to  a  miaoeUaaBOU 
rfpowilory,  whent  tliey  liciti^lit  a  loiiiili-  nf  old  Itnlgen*— uwfal  oaW  as  WwCe- 
pitfier — u  l)Hg  to  hold  iimtifv,  Im-d  ink -lK>tl]n<,  tit.  Tnti*  equipjied,  they  wailed 
on  iht.'  fanneta  of  tht>  dielnrt,  and  exhibited  a  "  fakeuuit "  (iorged  documwl) 
Hi-1tin>;  lorth  parliaiupntjtr)'  authority  fur  iuiniwiiig  a  tai  uiiori  the  grcM !  Tliet 
Kucec4<.deil  to  odntimtian,  and  wetiki)  elapned  lielure  the  noox  was  diocoveteo. 
Th«  coolneaa  of  thus  aaniming  leKixlatorial  fttnrtions,  and  being  at  the  usie 
time  the  exeoutive  power,  tuu  rarely  Ixif-ii  e^i]iiBl]ed 

I  wiU  give  Btt  account  of  the  pretende-d  miMianary  proceedings  of  a  man,  well 
known  to  the  vagrant  froteroity  oa  "  ChMwa  lit^rfi^e.'' .... 

After  a  carver  of  incenant  "lurking"  and  deceit,  Chelsea  G«0T){e  left  Eng- 
land, and  remained  abroad,  writer  my  informant,  four  or  Rve  ytux*. .... 

Si'tnv  time  after  hi*  return  to  Kiit;!nnd,  and  while  pitnming  the  oouna  of  a 
"  high-tlypr  "  (genteel  beggiu-),  homttn-ilhan  intirniplionto  his  putmita  which 
induced  him  to  alter  hi»  pku  wJlJiuut  aUerLng  hix  btdiavtour.  liie  oewHwpera 
of  ttit!  iliiitrict,  whuiv  he  was  then  located,  had  raised  befoic  the  eye  amrmiiui 
of  tJiB  puhlir,  whnt  the  *'  patluruv  "  of  his  cIam  prorerhiolly  call  a  "  slink,"— 
that  iM,  liiul  <i]>cnK(l  ihn  «}■*■»  oi  tlie  unwary  to  t}i«  moremenla  of  'Chebta 
Oeorce;'  nnd  although  he  ceaaid  to  rvnuwhis  appeal?  front  the  moment b« 
bvatu  of  ttu-  luilira  ol  him,  hi"  aiiiNjamnce  was  so  accurately  deg^crilied  llutt  he 
waa  captured  and  committed  to  \V  mcheater  jail  as  a  ro(ru«  and  vagalMiid.  Tlie 
«iU^nt  system  wtw  not  tlien  in  viipip,  rfHiwwiiiiniiiy  there  exiflted  no  barrier  l» 
mutual  iuti::n:oiiree  between  prisoners,  with  all  iis  train  of  conscicnce-banleaiiic 
tuadeucieB.  .  .  ,  . 

Cheli>ea  Oeorf^e  hfii3  by  thia  time  scraped  acj^uaintanco  with  two  felloir- 
priBouers — Jew  Jem  and  Ruwiun  BoK  The  former  in  "  ((m»d  "  (jirisou)  fcr 
"  |>att<fritig "  (holding  forth)  us  a  "  ctmvcrted  Jew,"  die  Utter  for  obtaining 
money  nnder  equally  faW-,  though  lew  theological,  piutenoee. 

Liberated  about  nne  time,  this  trio  laid  their  beads  toKet]ier,^.Mid  tlw  leanlt 
WBa  a  plan  to  eranf^lixe,  or  mthcr  victioiiiie,  the  innabitants  of  the  oolhtf 
villages  in  Staffordshire:  and  the  adjoining  counties.     To  accompUsh  this  par- 
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pnse,  eomo  novel  wail  imposing  reprepentatioa  mast  be  luiule.  hntb  to  lull 
tuxptiion  Kiid  j^ivc  tli«  uir  nl'  piL-ty  to  tbc  plun,  and  dumtcrcAteducas  to  the 
i^Dts  hy  whom  it  wm  carried  out. 

George  and  his  two  fellow dubonrera  were  "  «quftpe-rigned"^tbat  is,  well- 
dretwed.  Something,  however,  iiuist  b«  done  to  colour  up  tn«  si^cne,  and  make 
the  appeal  Tor  inoTi«T  touchin;;,  iin^Ufinected,  and  tmccewtCul.  Just  before  tim 
time  to  which  I  olhidf,  a  miMionaty  iiom  Sierra  Ltono  liarl  visited  the  laij^r 
ton'QB  of  the  dtJ>tnet  in  queHtion,  while  the  iiilial>itMit«  of  Uie  BurroumlinK 
hamlets  had  hcL'n  Icf^  in  ignorance?  of  tbc-  "progre^  of  roiuions  in  Africa  atid 
the  East."  George  and  hl^  conirade^  thuu^ht  il  would  bu  no  gri»it  harm  ai 
L  one*  to  enlighten  and  rieeee  this  scattered  and  anxious  populatioTi.  T!ie  plan 
f  Viu  laid  iu  ■  town  of  eonuL-  »ii\i  aud  fadliLy.  They  "  mtued  the  wind  "  to  im 
■  extent  adequate  to  Aonie  altemlion  of  tln-ir  ftppr-amncei,  and  m>t  hilU  printed 
to  BLt  f'jrth  the  luerita  of  ihv  tanst;.  The  ptiju-iiial  actor  wna  Jew  Jera,  a  non- 
verted  Israelite,  with  "reven-Jid"  befon*  bin  rtiitin',  and  half  tlie  lettent  of  th« 
alphabet  bebiud  it.  He  had  Iwen  in  all  the  isUndfl  of  the  ^outh  Sea,  on  th« 
[  cowit  of  Africa,  III!  ovir  Hiudrwliiii,  and  hwlf  over  the  tuiix'enie  ;  and  ofler 
■surinf*  the  villnKera  of  Torryhnni  thjit  he  hod  carried  the  <loflpol  to  Tarioua 
dark  luid  iiTJin/iaJflfn/  jvarl*  ni  the  earth,  he  introducwl  Itussian  Boi><an  Iriiihimui 
who  had,  however,  bijen  in  Rnnsin)  as  hid  worthy  and  wlf-denjinKcollengnc, 
and  ChuUea  Ucotye  lu  the  tintt^iruit«  of  their  miiustry — a^  one  who  hod  left 
liotu«9  and  land,  wife  and  children,  aiid  taken  n  lon^,'  and  boMhlous  voyage  to 
Ibow  Christiana  in  England  tbat  their  sable  brethren,  children  of  one  comiDOn 
Parentf  were  W^nnini;  to  citHt  their  idoU  to  the  uioIl-h  and  to  the  hate.  Bameat 
ma  the  caze  arid  hruatlilesa  ihe  exuectatioa  with  wbicli  Ibe  poor  deluded 
Dolticrs  01  Torrj'buni  listened  to  thia  hiiranguc  ;  ond  aa  argument  always  gaina 
by  iUimtTatioD,  the  orator  pulled  out  a  treinenduua  blnuk  doll,  bought  for  a 
"flag"  (firarpcDce)  of  a  retired  i-oi^-iucrchaiit,  and  dressed  up  iu  OrieuUil  ety1«. 
This,  Jew  Jem  assured  the  nudience,  was  an  idol  brought  from  Murat  in 
UindoDtan.  Uo  presented  it  Iu  C'heliH.'a  (juurgu  foe  his  worship  and  euihmcea. 
The  c<nivert  indignantly  rtpellcd  the  inHinualion,  putthi^l  the  idol  frnni  Itiui, 
tpatiu  it«  face.  Olid  cut  oa  niuny  caiiura  u&  a  diuiciug-bear.  Thu  trioat  tbia 
etage  of  the  perfommnceji  Im^ui  "  |iu<  kcriug  "  (talkin^f  pnviitelyj  U)  rurit  tilJitr 
in  njurdcrvd  French,  dushed  wilt  a  little  Irish  ;  after  which  the  ini<^ionaries 
aaid  tbnt  ttit.'ir  convtrrT,  (wbo  hail  mdy  ti  fevv  wordx  of  KiLgliiili)  would  imw  \*n.t- 
SesB  biH  faith.  All  was  attention  o.^  Chelsea  Ocorxe  earns  forwanl.  He  atroned 
bin  Uiini.  put  his  hiiml  in  bi»  breast  to  ki.-eo  down  hisdii-kpy  (biUe  ubirt  front), 
and  tuniiuf;  his  eyce  upward.'*,  said  :  "  1  Wlieve  in  De'^us  Ti-at — dloiy  to  'la 
""oly  Name  I "" 

ThJB  elicited  some  loud  "araetia"  from  nnawemblnge  of  nearly  1^000  nersona, 
catchinH  ihe  favourable  opportunity,  a  '*  school  oC  pals,"  appointed  lor  tbe 
Moe,  went  round  und  tuiide  the  wUeclioii.     Out  of  the  nbumUnce  ol  tlieir 
etediility  and  piety  Ihe  populace  contributed  sixteen  ]>ounda  I     Tlie  mission- 
party  and  thi-ir  "  pole  "  took  the  train  to  MaD.cbi.-ster.  and  M  none  of  them  weni 
L  teetotallers^  the  prowedii  of  their  Inipoaitiou  did  not  Lut  long. 

Op  tiik  "ScBBEVBas,"  ok  Whitkrh  ok  BBoaraa-LrrTBiis  and  PBrrrrom. 

Il  U  not  unromtnoQ  in  ext«nsivti  districts — sny  for  instance,  a  section  of  a 

taking  in  ten  or  a  duzen  lowiiahtps — for  a  school  of  lurtcerw  tc>  keep  a 

ry  anu  remit  \m  work  and  bin  pay  at  the  name  time.     In  London  Uiis 

iCtioiiary  b  generally  paid  by  conuuission,  and  BOiiictimL-s  partly  in  food, 

[b&cr,  and  tobacco.    Tho  following  ia  a  fair  eetimatc  of  the  ecalu  of  charges  :— 

8.    il. 

Friendly  letter 0    6 

\MTig       ditto 0    9 

PelitioQ 10 


sso 
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i.  d 

Ditto,  vrith  ream  monekan  (genuine  kit^niituKu)    .        .        1  fi 

l>jtto,  with  ^'aniiuy  monekara  {forged  itaiutt)         .         .        S  6 

Very  "  heavy  "  (Jan^'iiroiw) 3  0 

Montucripl  for  ubrukvu-down  author  .        .        .        .      10  0 

Part  ot  a  play  for  ditto 7  6 

To  tliis  I  may  add  th«  price*  of  other  articles  in  the  bejjgiiig  Uiw : — 

Ik  d. 

r^rian  nf  one  child,  vithoiit  prub HO 

Twn  dittii 1     0 

Ditto,  with  grnb  and  Ooiifrey'ii  Oonlial  .  ..09 

If  out  &hvT  twelve  at  DJKht,  lor  ea-h  fhild,  extra    '.        .  0    3 

For  n  ^cboiil  of  cliiMren,  my  half  a  down      .        .        1  S    6 

LoBJi  of  ftTiy  iramient,  per  il.iy OS 

Ooiup;  as  a  ]%!  to  vindicate  any  etattMacnt     ...  1    0 

Such  is  !iu  outliue,  t-pen  to  circumstantial  T&riatioQ,  of  the  jMy  reccired  for 
tjie  *nrt  of  afooniiiiiiilrttii>n  re<juii»tl. 

Tbere  ie  a  ver>- inipunaut  species  of  "lurking"  or  "acreevuig"  irbidibM 
ntit  yet  bM'ii  iilhiifcd  U: 

It  is  well  kiiut^  ti  tbut  iii  Uie  colliery  dirtricta  oa  expludon  c*t  flro-domp  frv- 
tpivutly  bikt-H  jilocv,  when  uiatiy  lives  are  lovt,  and  th«  men  ulio  vKjtjwBre 
oft«n  »o  wouiidud  ae  tu  ivmler  auiinitation  of  a  1^  or  arm  cho  only  probabli! 
mcoDB  of  saviug  them  from  the  gmve.  Of  course  the  &cciil«Qt,  wilb  every  fu- 
ticular  aa  to  ualv  nud  locality,  mat  tlie  round  uf  the  newspapers.  Such  u 
cvciit  iaa  sort  of  (itKi-«rml  to  the  ttegnng-lelter  writer.  If  h«  tit  anytlitni;  vl  « 
drau]jIil6UiHn  K(>  nnich  thu  huUvr.  He  lliuii  pn>run-s  a  elieet  of  velliini,  uid 
lieada  it  wiUi  a  piuturc  of  an  explLmii.>ii,  and  txltibiUiig  iu«ii,  lM>y^  nnd  Iinrea 
up  in  thx!  nir,  mid  a  fnw  iiean^r  Uiv  grotiitd,  luinuf  n  ntaul,  a  \v^,  or  an  arnt ; 
■with  a  LttL'k-yrouiid  of  wouiirii  tuiriun  their  hair,  atid  a  fow  liille  girU  crying. 
Kui-li  a  "  fAkt-iiii'tit,''  profi-Hxiiiiiftlly  fili<-d  tip  ainl  put  iiitu  tlu-  liands  of  a  pn^ 
fcetiioiial  lurkur,  will  bring  llie  "  aiiiaoucnstH,"  or  "  scccever,"  two  guineu  ll 
leaat,  and  thu  [inicevds  uf  audi  xn  uxpi-dition  have  ut  maiiy  caaes  areraged  JW 
[HIT  weuk, 

Op  thb  Bbooab  Strer-^Selcebs. 

In  a  few  iiietaacea  the  etreet-eellen  of  anmll  articlrfl  of  ulility  ore  also  die 

nmnufiictiiKT* 8»[tif  fnw  profuw  to  be  tli«inak«r«of  tht>)rcomiuoditic«> 

solely  with  th^  view  of  enlisting  sympathy,  and  thu-t  thither  aelling  the  tiilltf 
thry  can-y  at  on  enonacnu  profit,  or  eUc  of  obtaining  nhus. 

An  intnAle  of  one  nf  the  low  lodginfi'faoUMS  has  supplied  me  with  tb« 
foUowinK  Etatemeut: — "Within  my  rveoLUctioD,"  says  my  iuformant,  "tha 
fcreat  l>rnnrh  of  trade  among  tlieio  wnrthiu  was  the  mXf  of  scwinff-cottun, 
either  in  ekeins  or  on  reels,  lu  the  former  vase,  the  article  coM  the  'lurkfn' 
about  tk\.  pr  r  pound  ;  one  pound  would  produce  thirtv  tkirins,  whit-b,  ko\<\  al 
one  penny  each,  or  two  for  three-halfpence,  proiluitil  a  hwvy  prohL  Tba 
Inrkrn  lunld  mostly  diapoae  of  three  pounds  pex  day ;  the  article  waa  ol  cuutm 
diuBiatteil,  rotttiii,  aitd  worthlt-oft." 

The  DiiHle  uf  Mil*!  consisteti  in  tbc  "  lurkers"  calling  at  the  aeveral  houaw  in 
a  porticuhir  district,  and  representing  thoiiifelvcs  a»  Miuichivicr  coUoa-Bphmen 
out  of  uiupluy.  Loiij;  talea,  of  couni^  were  told  tif  the  dialrewra  uf  the  opan* 
tJvM,  and  of  the  opi>m«iou  of  their  cmployen  ;  then  talca  bad  for  the  mosl 
port  been  laut^'bt  iiiem  at  tlie  paddin)^  keu  <lotlgiug-housc)  br  aome  old  and 
tispcrieuced  dodjjer  of  "  the  achool ; "  aiid  if  the  Hpokcsman  could  [Mtter  {talk) 
well,  tt  much  ki^jvreum  waatnK^uenLly  obUiiuvd  w  dirvctalms  than  was  rwqiea 
by  the  tain. 

Cuttou  ou  reels  wiu — excvpt  to  the  purchoeci^-s  sUU  better  Bpeoalatioa ; 
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Out  tmIi  wen  Ur^ti-,  hniiilvniiiely  aiounUd,  luid  dUpluvtd  iu  bold  relud'  Huch 
liuciiptioiu  08  ibti  I'olloving  :— 

Fire's 

Patent  Uottos. 

120  Yards. 

Th«  reader,  tiowerer,  mmt  divide  the  "120  yarde,"  here  mentioned,  fcy  12, 
and  tb«n  ho  will  arrive  nt  Boinething  liko  the  true  secret  as  to  the  iiuauli[>'  ; 
for  the  Hurface  oul^  wan  coveivd  by  the  Uu-vtid. 

The  cottAn  lurk  la  now  "  coopcr'd  "  (worti  out) ;  a  mare  coinmon  dodge —  and.  of 
courMtOtily  atL  vicusu  f»T  U'^iii^'— is  to  {;iivcl<)]ic  a  putkvt  uf  ''uitrraiitcil  " 
needles,  or  a  few  inchM  of'Kal  Honiion  )acc"  in  an  envekiie,  witli  a  lew  linea 
to  the  "  Lady  uf  lliv  Iluusc,"  or  a  priutud  IjiU.  iji;ttm^  I'urtli  lliu  iuIdlt)'  of  Iliu 
manufocturent,  and  the  intention  of  the  purtiea  leaving  the  "fakement"  lu 
prceuiuu  Co  cull  fur  uu  aiuwur  i»  a  fuw  huura. 

STATKMinrT  OF  &   BEOaAR. 

"Fita"  are  now  bad,  nnd  "jianilytictf"  are  no  better.  Thehici/fr  lurk  deenin 
;  lip  llionfih.  T  don't  im-ftn  the  selling,  but  the  dropping;  thtm  in  the 
t  if  hy  Hi'iMdent.  H'li  n  htl-mI  1-btii;{  with  Ihi.'  children  ;  btil  iin  )jij  uith 
"■the  old  "una.  ni  tell  vnii  of  nnotTier  hirk  :  a  woman  I  know  wniin  out  her 
dtild  with  n  quartiT  of  un  ouik'u  of  tva  nud  half  u  quarter  of  eiiKnr,  and  the 
child  aiu  rm  a  door-^tep  crying,  and  raivirif;,  if  r|UPAMoni-d,  that  nbe  waa  w<iit 
out  for  I«i  aud  eu^iar,  and  u  bov  Hnati:heil  the  change  from  her,  and  threw  th« 
tea  nnd  Biignr  in  the  ),'ntrir,  1* he  mother  in  thL-n:-,  liko  a  stnineer,  and  Kay»  lo 
the  child  : — "  And  was  that  your  paor  mother's  liutt  ^hillUiK,  ami  daren't  you  go 
home,  jtoor  tbiiif;  I "    Then  tlioK  is  a  gatheriug—  sumetuuiu  Itid.  in  a  momitiij. 

A  Blind  Ikpoktor. 

1BC6. 

(From  Tht  Timu,  1600.) 

There  ia  a  middSc-oKi'il  wiiimin  who  mak4;a  a  handsome  livelihood  by  aimu* 
lating  blindnetw,  ]>eraiiihulatii^  tlifl  thoronghfnren  witli  eyes  shut  anil  hnnda 
«xt«nd(.'d,  Hulicitive  of  n.1ui«^  NotwitbHtundiiigthat  the  face  of  this  woitian  waa 
positively  nnctnoun  with  roinforUhlcnt^HA  uud  f;oo(I-fi*i'dinK,  ninny  a  copper  I 
at  tintcfi  d(<pij»ited  in  Iier  fat.  hiindA.  Indeed,  I  Blioiild  no  mnil't  have  C'jiiv  on 
contribiiuii^'  to  ihi.^  hour,  had  I  not  kappc-ued  Hcci(li.-nially,  when  walkiti};  one 
day  in  s  back  street,  to  meet  her  with  ner  eye*  open,  aiiJ  uvidvtitly  teriuK  per- 
fMUy.  Th«  next  tinm  I  found  li«  be^'piiig  I  could  not  rcatrain  my  indiKiiation. 
"  Voa  old  humbug  !  "  1  tmil ;  '*you  know  you  ore  no  more  blind  than  1  am  !  " 
Her  answer  was  pi-rfett  (with  a  sardonic  yrin) :  "  WvU,  sir,  aiid  ain't  tkiil  a 
bleMiif!  to  be  very  iliAnkful  fur  !  "  1  waH  KpucchleM.  Tim  aTgument  and  the 
tndflicity  wen  alike  confound  Lug. 

CouresaioNa  or  an  Old  Ausaaivza. 

1871. 
From  the  "  Confeiiwons  of  an  Old  Almi^ver,"  by  J.  Homahy  Wriftlit 

The  late  Mr.  Horusby  Wrij;ht  voa  a  geDtlciiuut  of  fimunc,  wIiom  name  waa 
a  synonym  fur  hi(;h-utiudcd,  sj miwilhetic,  and  self-denyiiiy  I)e]ievnlKiic»', 

"  On  ooe  oc-ctkiion,  rvturaing  ^oi  my  rotLiidi^  1  found  iim  basement  of  my 
establishment  l>oiIiiif;  over  with  beatitic  excitement.  A  (luivtly-dnsssud  and 
tnodest-manncrcd  female,  pnlv  of  £ac«  and  with  a  netning  cough,  had  \kk'u  futiiid 
aitling  in  the  »weep.  Shi*  beyxi-'d  not,  but  ntther  apuloKized  forlJiu  liWrty  she 
had  taken  in  Btfl4;;g«ring  In  ajuj  ^inkiu;*  down  on  the  ^'round  when  M-i/.cd'wit|i 
■oddttt  i«mUi«Wk    TUey  had  placed  hvr  iu  u  diuir  jui>l  within  Uie  aiJe-duor, 
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and  bmmght  a  vhnle  frati'niity  r>f  >ime1linR-1mttlei4  Jntn  r«f|iiiRit.{aii.  tofiMtS 
take  tliltie  hntndy,  hIii;  r^Hpcttriillr  di'clitinl,  vkini;  for  a  little  vstw  iMlM^ 
She  iicc«pt(-<(l  wit£  thank»  h  Miinll  pu'ce  of  brmd,  of  which,  howcrrr.  ibc 
Bwmed  too  ill  to  eat  much.  To  mvwlf  th«  ajiimreiit  int-»U<l  •tau-'l  ttut  *ltc 
had  ctiiue  fmm  some  placv  on  the  !<toTth*  Kont  line  to  «e«  a  innrriod  aisltr  at 
Kilbum,  who  she  had  little  doubted  woald  have  beltwd  ber  in  a  Hdiha 
ctDci^rncy  ;  bat  on  rtachine  her  si«tct'«  late  homo  foiin'i  thcr  had  gone  away, 
the  people  iu  the  hotwe  nut  JUiowiag  whither  ;  anil  that  xlie  had  ^M&t  hot  hie 
sixpence  on  an  orooibua  lo  these  \jiM^  heins  too  ill  to  walk. 

Idirected  eomo  bniad  to  Xx  ijiveu  h«r,  adding;  Uiat  tbe  gardener  (old  eucn^ 
to  be  her  grandfather)  ohould,  she  being  ao  weak,  sccomnanr  her  lo  Londoa 
Brid)^,  pay  for  a  ticket  fur  her,  and  eve  her  «fe  into  tn«  iniin,  do  tliatsbi 
□li^ht  promptly  reach  Iidiiie  and  be  abia  Lo  briii};  tier  cone  befurv  tboM  vhv 
kneir  her  jjers-iunlly. 

She  etitrpatt!d  iii«  tu  put  iiiysrlf  to  no  such  trooble  on  lirr  account,  bo^  J 
peroating,  uS  fhe  went  with  her  s^-ed  cocort.  In  a  wry  short  ^pnee  be  n- 
tiirned  •ml  of  bmitli  vritli  Mtoninhinenl,  and  mclAJniiiitj,  **  Well,  eir,  this  ii  a 
rum  ftnrt.  We  ^ot  into  u  Athks  liiiH,  and  when  half  wtiy  don-n  the  WelliattB 
I{<uul  nlie  King*  out  U>  tlm  comltictor, '  Uvir,  yuu  air :  you  let  me  out  I  Tbit 
old  fool's  tn  pay  for  me.'  And  with  that  nhe  bolted  oiUand  rau  off  toacoDplt 
of  youiiu  chup»  waiting  at  Ihe  comer  of  Circus  Road."  .  .  . 

An  alftvting  caac  of  the  hnn^er  nnd  thirst  after  clurity  whieh  nnotsaniKil 
a]niBRt\-in(;  bei^ts  wm  brou}<ht  to  my  notice  niony  years  a^o,  in  laxt  on  ay 
flist  settling  in  my  prcsi'iU  neighbourhood,  by  a  deoeaaed  City  Hiaatonaiy. 

His  statement  in  suliittunce  was  this  : — 

"In  a  smAll  court  in  his  nduiODary  diitricl  there  onc«  lived  seTerel  banb 
working  and,  on  tlie  whole, sober  fanmtes.  A  room  in  it  at  lentnb  fi-ll  racanl, 
wlu<:h  was  ht  toadisaohiteconple  wbo  livedDnlhccharilnbk-,  cliielly  by  mtant 
of  beCTng-lfttcTs.  They,  of  cou»e,  lired  for  better  than  the  rest  of  the  cooit. 
indevl,  iis  the  phrtue  goea,  like  *  %litiug  eucka.'  Two  luaidcu  ludiee,  cuppoM 
Biaters,  vliited  them,  and  often  reliered  them.  By  d^reee  one  after  aiwtkir 
of  the  reniaiiiing  fiuniUett  got  dtBcontvnti.'d  with  their  condition,  and  thuaght 
thev  niifflil  as  well  trv  and  f^ct  a  slice  of  theae  buliea'  iMuiily.  The  DMUl 
dudgL'tt  were  itdoptcd,  including  pludging  Uivir  things  and  culuvaiing  nip  lod 
wrett^hednew.  They  micoeeded  Imt  Uhi  wtdl.  Id  i-ain  tli<t  City  MtMiaBafT 
tried  t'j  wuyluy  tlicse  ladiea,  in  onler  to  gire  them  a  priv-atc  caution.  If  be 
atten)pt<?d  to  addtt-ia  tliem,  olf  thry  nhwt,  «  if  ihuy  tlicni(^ht  he  had  small'pax- 
Thoir  movements,  indeed,  were  wholly  eccentric.  Thev  came  and  Tanincil 
like  *)iH<]o«ji, — iiij,  lln.'y  did  iiyt  vuninh  like  thrm,  for  «linaliiwa  IiAve  DuChitliC 
behind  th<.>in  :  they  len  monil  dcAnlalion  in  thi^ir  wake.  No  band  of  loeuU 
rrnild  have  <lnvc  tlii-ir  work  mure  effectually  ;  for  tlio  fndt  of  Uieir  laboun  «l» 
that  not  nn  undemnmlixed  houM-hold  remained  in  that  lucklees  court.  I<ll«' 
ncKp,  drink,  \*icr  in  various  foniis,  with  rejection  of  mimioiiary  %-intatino  once 
welcomed,  or  at  h'iij»t;  aooei't^-d,  al  length  look  the  plneo  of  tlie  oppoMM 
hnbitA  previously  cherisiied.  Once  more  lind  that  kind,  sell'-denj-ing,  cooacirti' 
tinua  e\il-doer,  unorgatuxed  Charily,  been  eowing  try  iniatake  a  cnne  te  a 
bleeeiug." 

Thb  Three-Card  Mas. 

Tttan.  '*  ItoguM  and  Vagabonds  of  the  Kaceconne,"  by  Alfred  H.  ToidnuB. 
Nest,  |ierhap(S  tn  the  rouK-tto  man,  thfingh  considerably  tower  in  the  eodli 
scale  of  nicpcoujse  roRiics  and  VRgnbonds,  cornea  the  thtvw-rarvl  man.  No!  that 
he  does  l»a  homi ;  truly  he  may  onlv  gnlhrr  to  Ijiit  porketa,  ever  yawning  to 
rvceivu  his  dupes'  ttU,  but  a  very  small  jtmentagv  of  the  guint  accnii-d  by  hi> 
more  fortunate  and  nior«  luistocmtir  brollicr  vwiiidler,  yet,  for  all  that,  iba 
class  on  which,  m  a  rule,  he  ievice  hia  bUck-nudl  mo  lea*  afford  to  Igae  tbair 
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rttiillin]^  And  hftir-crowux  tlinii  can  the  vicluiu  mcrtficed  on  the  a.Itttr  of  roulette 
1  ihcir  sovereigna  or  live-pomiJ  notes. 

It  woiilil  lie  fl.iing  tin-  tbm-canl  miiii  a  proe« iniiutice not  toallow  thiit,  a.*  a 
Hc^andrel,  he   hiia  not  hw  tnntcli,  Fiinrc  cupecuU^  is  the  verwuility  (if  hia 

tgvniiM  :  nnil  junl  an  ^nnt  niiiido  iire  iipt  to  ^ro^  weay  when  e«nc«ntmt<-il  oii 
one  MnglA  ulycct,  an  w-ill  He  of  tlie  low<«t  orxli^r  of  cnrd-«harper  while  away  an 
hunror  BO  bt'fwrp  the  mc*B  bqpo  br  playfully  knocking  children  down,  and 
nlMtnutinf;  the  ci^^iwr*  thftt  »hou]d  1iuv<>  I'L-ftii  itpcnt  in  guigrrliMtwl, or  invwial 
^^in  independeot  lile-finujj  for  nuts.  Then,  whiUt  more  ordiniuy  beintn  nrs 
^■eofQucea  in  itaeh  fiommonplacc  ponuits  ns  the  ofinBumption  of  InbMer  aaliul  uid 
^P^iampa^e,  he  will,  in  lils  ermnt  fiuR-y,  lielj>  hiuiHulf  lu  coHtd  uid  n)ce-^lasee«  : 
H  "but  it  i.1  diinn^  a  n-L'll-L'onlest«d  race,  or  an  exciting  finiiih^  that  he  u  morit 
H  dresded  aiiiijiigHt  the  caniagsA. 

H«  also  finda  an  agrteable  change  in  the  pume-trick,  Watfh  how  indtfati- 
gnhij  he  rtuho  fruilicully  ahwut  vritli  liig  atool,  on  whicli  he  atiuula  im»ii'Ul>ly 
reininding  one  of  n  naughty  boy  at  ndioul,  cinijunti^  the  bvatumlers  to  accept 
his  "(olemn  wrd,  the  vvrd  vf  a  'jentUnnan,  tluit  ihoru  an;  two  'urf-crowii«  und 
k  Bixpenc«  in  Ilie  j>ume,  nmi  all  for  a  iihilliii);i''  crnK^ludJng  hia  ek><|iient 
hnnuigilH  soniywhiLt  in  thic  Blylu  :  "  If  they  ain't  all  in,  ^ivc  mc  in  chai't?:^ 
txke  MiB  Wfiirn  Uii"  iiiayinlrati? — put  dm  into  iirixuu — Imuid-oLi^mion-imiHatoi^ 
for-obtAinin^-tnaney-under-faUte-jirctcnccs-froni-the-workiiig-clafiecB," — all   thia 

tiu  u  bmith. 
Ph  BODO-MrasiOKAHIBS. 
1872. 
A  Pewoitul  ExiKrrience. 
An  indiTidual,  who,  folluvviiiK  the  cxfLtnplu  of  the  Rci-cnrnd  OtlcnJowla, 
tlie  iilumitiatml  <-obbler,  baxl  dubbed  hiiiiKclJ  Ktivfmiil,-  uiid  wdio  hn<l  alftii  »p< 
pointed  himself  to  the  duiJ  ulRce  of  Pivsident  and  fwrrelary  of  a  |i»i-mln- 
charity,  tailed  the  "  NHlioual  Bible  and  CWtliinK  Suduty,"  was  aumnioued  to 
the  SIarll)oro»j{li  Sln'itt  PoUi^e  Cimrt  in  July.  IH72,  for  collecting  money  iindi-r 
taiBK  pretonccA.     Ho  had  received  nliout  /I.IXH)  in  Huhat-HptinnH,  and  was  able 
t«>  {now  timl  hr  fiwl  vj|ii'nd»'d  hIhuiC  ^10  in  liililta  nnd  £i  in  ckiUiin;^— the 
eliat)^  therefore  fell  to  the  ground,  aa  the  ejiitx-xzlemeiit  of  ehnritdble  funile  ia 
l^lp(DrttiTiut<^]y  not  an  ofTfiice  u^iLinst  the  law.     Thi«  num,  who  vfm  a  joumvv- 
tflilor,  allef;eil  llint  lie  took  the  title  nf  "  Reverend  "  •*  because  he  waa  n 
'  nmntjer  ul'  the  liaptist  commtinity,"  thl:lll^h  he  confeeced  thBt  it  waa  not  & 
conmion  pmitice  on  the  jijiri  of  ihe  nuiiiWr*  of  tliiit  conitii unity.     Huving 
aiiddenlr  dropmd  the  title  he  wa^  iwteii  why  be  di<l  no,  to  which  his  leply 
W(U,  "  tiint  he  nad  coiue  to  th>e  oncliiMion  thiit  no  one  wns  Reverend  but  tho 
l^otd."    Two  y«ftn  aJlerxards  tliis  man  woa  conviut«d  od  aaotliec  charge. 

A  Bbaf  AST*  Dumb  Impobtob. 

1874. 

A  Personal  Experiences 

In  January,  1874,  a  man  named  IKoJin-  Hcotl  waa  brought  before  the  ^[ayor 

of  Hertford  L'hiir>:cd  with  begging  under  the  pretence  of  bciu^  deaf  and  dumb. 

He  bad  circulated  a  written  np^l,  m  which  he  set  forth  that  be  wiw  n  haii-- 

ilrewer  by  trodc,ttiid  had  luac  hta  bearing  and  tht  siKbtof  onceye  by  lightning, 

and  had  not  beeu  able  to  apeak  «iuce.    Evideniie  wtn  given  to  uhew  that  ho 

bad  obtaini-'d  a  ^ixid  deal  of  money  in  the  tomi,  and  it  Inuiapired  in  ibe  courvu 

of  the  iui^uiry  that  on  presenting  hiH  letter  [it  mie  houi^e,  the  occujiiur  iifltr 

tiHikin^  at  it,  ^aid  to  the  priiMfiier,  "  Whal'n  Uii»  you  say  I "     Upon  which  the 

prisoner  put  hia  hand  to  lu»  la-ad  and  excluinied*  "  I'm  diuub,  ma'am."     This^ 

It  need  hardly  he  aaid,  atiihced  to  cunvii-t  liiui. 

^  ThiH  Kpecics  of  impostor  in  a  lineAl  deaccodant  of  the  Frater  dceciibed  oQ 
pp.  &03.  598. 
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The  AuERiCAii  Tauir, 
1878. 

From  "  The  Tnmp  :  bis  Tncks,  lUIiea,  and  Tell-TUet,  bjr  mn  Eitain[>.* 

(New  Yurk,  lbi8.) 

We  ftooR  found  onraelvm,  under  the  guidance  of  CcMd-lar  Oeotgt,  la  tibe 
tniddic  of  a  iaxy^v  rAiiip,  mrroun<l(.>d  by  troefc  Here,  on  all  ntde*,  w<t«  n^ 
»baiitiett  or  tenia  made  ont  of  tlie  linihs  of  trees,  leareM,  gnuc  and  n^E**  **0M 
little  more  than  kenitciA,  nthcrs  Ut^^c  enougb  to  i-na)ilc  a  man  lu  aund  tp- 
riulit ;  and  one,  a  t«nt  twelve  fe«t  miimtc,  fiirai»bu<l  with  a  talile,  a  cfatir  ud 
a  leather  valine,  1  Immod  was  the  quarters  of  the  Perfcaaor,  or  the  FiUoSccr, 
aa  he  wae  80inctime»  ciUlud. 

"We  better  'uitiate  them  rt^ht  au-ar,"  mffgeated  Caal-tMr  (J«K)t>;e.  Th* 
word  was  panend  ruuud,  prwlucin^  iuuuouiately  a  eotiddc-mfale  Uutter  thtot^ 
out  the  outipi.  Mucli  to  my  rv^ltff,  I  fouiLd  utey  bad  M!lect«il  Chivrju  Um 
Amt  to  }{o  through  the  onlonl.  Oiivvj-  hKik^nl  r,ert  and  mum/,  and  Memed  k 
enjoy  lie  pnwpwt  of  a  lark,  un  be  calli-d  it,  lni>»lv. 

The  whole  fiang  having  f  jrmed  a  rin^  onuna  t)iG  encloaore,  Coal^Ur  Gtagt 
led  ChiTvj  into  tL«  centra,  nod  placed  bpfurv  bim  Uiive  rtools.     On  oaeitool 
111'  Iftid  a  motley  collcrdnn  nf  ugly  looking  kniv^  nn  another  a  hjAdfoI  ef 
ropow  witb  elip  dooms  at  the  vnd,  and  un  Ibe  tltJTd  n  bundle  of  rough  dnlx. 
Now  alioul  a  doaen  of  the  gang,  whiK^  faces  were  rtripwl  with  bWk,  n>i  mi 
wliite  paint,  stepped  forwaid,  and  Chivi-y,  tinder  the  direction  of  <.'utl-ifr 
Cieorge,  handed  each  of  them  a  rtuK    On  reoeiring  thif^  cTciy  one  in  tm 
uttovd  a  abort  gnint,  struck  an  attitude  like  the  ■t^aseusiii.and  comnenciid 
floArisbing  it  ovi-r  ChivTy'it  h^d.    When  the  whole  were  nipniiod  with  rti^ 
they  Hlnii.'K  another  attitude,  with  the  clab4  held  nlofl,  ana  lo  ranaineil  u 
rigid  oa  llahice,  while  the  little  oockney,  now  ^)eginnin8  to  lt>->k  ralher  jxll^ 
]ti>fjited  after  Coal-tar  George,  sentence  for   EenUnc«,  the  initiatory  .al/i  m 
fdllon-H  :  "  I  fluUuinly  swiiir,  by  my  bunes,  eot  bIo<xl  and  vitaU,  in  the  plt- 
iii^ncr  of  tbejK;  bmthn-ra  now  around  me  aasemluei,  that  I  will  nerer  betray  llM 
brothcrhiKKl  ;  that  I  will  nuver  tell  auTtlitnu  that  may  oecor  iu  this  or  aay 
oslicr  cttirip  of  tlie  brotherhood  ;  that  I  will  never  betray  a  bnrtbtr ;  thai  I 
will  never  lie  to  a  bruthcr  ;  that  I  will  ucvur  rob  a  brother,  but  that  I  wiD 
always  aid,  i-onri^l  and  cheer  a  bnttlier  ;  that  1  will  nhare  with  him  wh<^  he 
ix  in  need  ;  I  will  coiiifurt  him  wltoii  hu  is  siek  :  1  will  aid  him  when  he  ia  it 
trouble,  and  will  %ht  fm  hiiti  wlu-ii  he  ia  in  danger.     If  E   tail  in  Ihu  mj 
Ki  ilemn  onlb,  I  hope  the  blood  may  drv  in  my  vein&  and  my  bonea  n)t  ia  W 
netfh  ;  that  I  may  tr.mtp  iHin-fiX'twl  iVrongh  New  Jeney  till  1  am  a  hondrvcl 
ycare  old  ;  tliat  ever)-  man's  prumtee  made  to  me  may  lie  broken  :  tlua  era;- 
ihiag  1  love  may  learn  V)  linte  mo  ;  tliat  cTiy  T^khI  aiid  drink  may  him  to  tawi 
in  my  mouth  ;  that  all  children  may  curae  me,  and  thai   I  may  die  alone.    I 
aleo  vwvai  ibat  if  any  brutbt-r  tumx  traitor,  1  \t*ill  aid,  to  the  utmost  of  lav 
ability,  in  bringing  him  to  puniDhment,  and  rjirry  out,  witlinnt  shirking,  til 
ordeis  of  the  duW  elected  cffiters  of  the  brotherhood,  to  lliat  end,  whether  bf 
fire  or  water,  club,  knife  or  halter." 

Hcrtr  ihu  twelve  painted  Tramps  gave  a  grant,  a  long  groan  changing  uil» 
a  r>^>ar,  iluiig  their  clubs  in  a  heap  on  the  ground,  and  remimed  their  placet  is 
tiie  circle. 

After  a  few  momenta'  pnnac,  the  twelve  men,  who  were  called  "  Exeen- 
tinneiB,"  again  Hte]i[)ed  forft'ard,  and  Chivvy  was  instructed  to  Hand  tbeai  each 
a  knife,  when  the  Mme  ceremony  waa  ^eifonned  a*  with  the  clubs,  vtumdonlr 
liv  pUcing  the  knives  aenMw  the  novitiate's  thmnt,  intiead  of  over  hit  heal. 
I'hen  ihv  liulti^n  wi^re  placed  anmnd  his  neek,  and  the  ceremony  repeated  Tot 
a  tbini  time.  After  ihifl,  C«ftl-tar  Otorgc  jdnced  a  blnck  iJag  over  the 
aoviUatc's  head,  and  tied  it  round  bis  neck,  while  the  twelve  exccntiouea 
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mnrchfld  round  liini,  (.itcli  inuttiririy  in  hi»  rij(lit  car  as  he  piuiRetl,  fint  thu 
wurda,  "  Rememlier  thfl  clnb  !"  then,  on  the  aecmul  tohhiJ,  "  Kmitniber  the 
knit* ! "  and  «n  th«  third  nmnJ,  "  lU-mL-uibtr  the  rope  I " 

The  hftg  Tua  now  rtmoved,  fliid  Chiv\-j-  eAfoHi-it  in  sall^mn  prnceiuion  to  the 
tent  of  the  "  Perfeaaor,"  where  he  wa»  instmcted  in  the  dilTfrent  grip*,  aigns 
nini  jmMwnrH)i  of  tht-  brotherhood. 

HvTs  I  miuthoM  up  a  moment  Co  deeoribe  thii*  sinF^ilar  character.    Thu 

"  Pitiffla»or"  was  a  man  of  no  little  importance  in  the  gnug.    Hu  wusubout  five 

leet  ten  in  bdfilit,  bad  alarf;»,  w«l1-diyvelope(l  hciid,  wore  hin  gnij  hutr  anil 

heand  long,  and  a  patch  over  bin  right  eye,     Ui»  runty  hlack  cout  huii^  down 

Wtoir  bis  Knees,  hie  pantaloona  wi^re  tucked  into  hia  Imoto,  atiil  litrjuriBd  a 

booked  stick  uiuU-r  inv  arm.    IT  yon  add  to  this  pivLuru  u  tuii^-Uiubed,  viL-ioun- 

lookinff  doj;,  which  nlwaya  slouched  at  bin  heeb,  you  will  hnvc  u  ^luil  general 

Mm  uf  thu  "  PcrfwBur." 

The  grip  conAt«ted  in  pT«s^nf;  the  nail  of  tlie  thiiiTili  In  the  baclc  of  the 

■-  other  ]>ur«oii'(i  bond,  and  was  aoewered  by  theotlier  perBon  taking;  your  middle 

H  and  f«>ie'&ngrnt  in  his  huiiil  nnd  aquven-iii;^  tliotn  firmly.     The  sigu  conKiHtiMl 

H  in  scrntcJiing  the  rhin  with  thi;  riant  hand,  and  then  h^ldinc  the  lube  uf  th« 

H  right  ear  belwiM-ii  the  tingtr  and  iJimub  of  tht;  catue  hand  ;  the  recognilion  of 

Bthiiaign  waa  perforniecl  by  plncin^  Theclendied  hst  of  either  hand,  right  i>r 

H  leltf  over  the  heart,     The  signal  of  tkliger,  such  as  the  preiunce  or  ap^roacli  of 

V  kome  BU«picions  poraon,  wax  made  by  proeting  the-  Itack  of  the  bea<l  with  «itlu>r 
B  bond,  and  putting  the  lips  to  the  back  of  the  same  huiid.  Thu  j^tttrml  poiui- 
^ft  void  WM  oa  foUowa  : 

^m    QnHTloy  :  "  What  Riiglit  you  be  1 " 
^     AKBVBR  :  "  A  Kover." 

Qdmtion  :  "  Wlm  kind  of  a,  Rover  t" 
AirawER  :  "A  lla^gnd  (Cover. " 
Qniwrros  :  "  Any  color  1 " 
AHtiWUB :  "  Red.^' 
H       Our  fpiiitf  WM  ijtlled  The  BagKi-'d  TbJ  Hoi-er*,  or  The  Rovers  for  short. 
B  There  are  nunierona  othi>r  g!tiig»  all  over  the  countrv',  auih  as  The  Atljgatom, 
The  BatiK  W.,->b,  Hilly  ihthW*  Guard,  The  Good  Time  Comings,  Thu  Help 
VciHrat-lve*,  and  niinifrnuH  others. 

Each  gang  has  a  certain  set  of  aigHB,  or  hier<^lyphic«,  which  tfiey  mark  up, 
vilb  chalk,  on  hoiiaCK,  fcncos,  Ircts.  &c.,  na  a  guide  to  othcre  of  their  giuig  wUn 

IUiay  wnie  tlie  Rame  road.  Uur  ^igna,  of  whicli  the  '*  iVrfts^aor"  handud  ua  each 
a  copy,  were  ae  repreMHt^^d  in  the  annexed  engravtngi. 
Tb'U  "  Fvrfewwr  explained  to  na  the  ditrer.-nt  pimialtmcnta  inflicted  by  the 
brotherhood,  ranging  m»m  death,  in  agRmrated  cases  of  tieachcry,  dnwn  to  a 
K-vrrc  rcprimouu.  SuniKOf  thubortUTus  wuru  very  curious,  and  not  tiufrei^nently 
iiivetitvil  fur  the  wou'ion  by  tlieeietotiouem,  or  theTv««>n  or  Tyke.  OnecoQ- 
aisted  in  sewing  the  culnrit  up  in  a  snck,  with  or  wtlliout  thoma  :  another,  IQ 
htTijijiiiig  him  niikeil,nndi'ha'<in;{hirii  ihrnn^h  tbt-  wioiIh  with  niijit ;  another  WSM 
to  hook  the  victim  by  the  iiohc>.  after  binding  him  hand  and  fool,  and  to  make 
him  vtanrl  on  ti]>-t{>e  lor  a  cirtjiiu  lenutli  of  tiiiio.  Agnin,  another  wna  to  bind 
a  mon'a  hands  and  leet  together,  .teat  nim  on  thoma,  and  iwt  all  the  women  to 
K  work  to  tell  liim  unideueant  tiiioi^  about  hi«  pv^reonal  appearance,  his  pnivioua 

V  liff,  bis  fntiirii  fau-,  hii  mnml  and  intellectual  facultiea,  hia  trieuds  and  relu- 
tivM^  &C,  &c  Still  another  was  to  dniaa  a  man  in  woman's  attire,  and  put 
him  in  Coventrj-, 

Two  of  their  puniKhmeats  we  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  on  the  very 

"ileil,  I  fancy,  for  oar  eejiecial  beiii^t  aud 


I 


day  of  our  initiation,  they  being  expedite 
admonition. 


As  »oon  M  my  initiation  was  over,  which  orcurrw!  immediately  after  jxtor 
little  ChivA-y  was  put  ihmngh  his  parti'cular  couim  of  urirouia,  the  "  Perfejisiir  " 
took  us  kindly  by  the  hituiU,  uud  laid  :  "  And  to,  gentlemen,  you  Lava  juiuul 
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our  lagunoffin  iMihl  I  Well,  you  will  find  un  a  pretty  amkMe  lot  of  "rafit- 
bcndt,  with  a  good  deal  more  kiixlne-w  and  charity  amon^  its  (so  long  as  yoa 
ore  trae  to  tlie  order)  thAn  fXiMA  in  moat  chnn-h  con^rrr^tioiiA  ;  itnt,  pf>rh«pi^ 
quiie  ao  luncb  of  the  tuavittr  tit  modv,  but  m  euod  d«al  more  of  the  t&rtUtr  «■ 
r*.  1  can  hardly  My  that  we  arc  on  indtutml  oijiatuxation,  tboafth  maav  of 
ns  would  work  If  we  could  get  work  to  dn.  I  nm  not  one  of  the  oucuWr. 
however.  I  am  conadtutiooally  tir«d.  Kotbinf;  pl«Mes  me  more  than  to  see 
iodustiT'  in  others.  I  can  i>it  nnd  contemplate  mch  a  spectacle  for  daya 
tnitether  ;  but  aa  for  mywlf— w«lt,  my  t«st«8  are  different.  Do  yon  gentlemen 
like  to  work  1 " 

Wti  told  tiim  we  bad  no  objection  to  it,  provided  we  could  thereby  make  i 
lirinr. 

'*Ah  !  well  then,"  ho  coutiuuvd,  "  we  sIloU  have  toelaanfy  you  under  the 
head  of  Be«.  IVe  hav*?  rwn  oniers  amonR  ua,  yon  imiBt  know — Btitttrfliea  and 
Bees :  tho  Beea  work  when  ihey  can  ;  the  idle  vogabi'nd*  «j1I  tlivaieulvi-s  Bultci* 
fUee — a  littlA  IjiI  of  n  niiniioiiiur,  by  the  way,  for  the  biitl^rily  iii  a  harmleiL 
heKUlifu)  obJL'ct.  (litlin^  ftl>r.uL  from  llowur  to  Uowi>r,  ilvliglitiiif;  the  eyes  of  all 
bt-httlders^ — wliiltC  our  piM>r  fcllowis  1  fw»r,  do  not  attracL  anv  very  gwetal 
ntlmiralinn  by  their  loveliin'aft,  and  pUy  the  devil'e  own  miachipf  too,  MMae- 
limue,  witli  thi.*  hrmers'  cluck«n-ruo<d«  and  puUlo  patchm ;  bowirvor,  they 
eocoun^  the  raitinc  of  a  very  fine  bleed  of  watch  dogs,  and,  m  far,  Ho  aome 
eood  in  the  world.  But  excu»e  me,  I  think  I  hare  not  explained  to  yoa  onr 
knnt  of  fuDvcmmcnt,  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  da  It  is  very  umjile,  and 
vilL  deUin  you  only  a  few  minutes.  The  brutherhood  is  ftovemwt  by  <■ 
aotocnt  eallH  the  Tyko,  or  Tycoon,  who  la  at  pre««nt,  as  he  ixnA  b<T(.-n  for  the 
last  Tear  and  a  halt  Coal-tar  George.  He  is  tne  executive,  and  bU  word  it 
abaouite,  aubjcct  only  to  the  veto  of  the  noQ-execulive  Judge,  wliicfa  Ultcr 
poeiti(»iL  I  now  fill  uyaclf.  Botli  tlieec  officers  are  elected  by  popular  vote, 
and  c(ui  be  depowd  Bt  any  moment  by  n  majority  rote.  The  Ivotlierfaood  may 
rail  for  an  election,  or  tlie  twelve  execnlioneni  may  at  anv  time  order  one  le 
be  held  ;  but  vrv  Imvc  very  little  trouble  ur  grumbling,  UQ^  u<.it  much  panith- 
im-nl,  iiittiiiugh  thiA  evening  we  have  niie  case — a  rather  ogarAVHteil  un*-,  [  am 
surry  to  say.  A  brothi-r  refuwd  aid  to  the  fiuiiished  wife  mid  child  of  a 
ini<nil>er  of  the  ordcT,  iiii>l  whk  Hflf.ntAniM  <letoct«d  in  a  wlfion  apending  ninnry 
r«ir  Ix.'vr.  I  have  tJilked  to  hini.  and  I  do  uul  Uiink.  at  the  time,  he  folly 
niiliwd  the  nt'i't-Koity  of  tht;  caw,  and  he  i«  nuw  <|tiiU:  |ienitt^iit  ;  still,  hi* 
punishment  will  bu  severe. 

I  fniinii  the  "  IVrfirswr  "  to  be  thr  organiwr,  the  «y«teniati):er,  ll»e  reconUr— 
in  (act,  the  bminti  of  the  brothe-rhnnd.  in  hin  valittc  he  bad  a  nice  collectiaa 
of  booka,  iwnie  h>>;Kl,  and  olhiTH  Ixinks  of  reference  :  he  hud  aI«o  maps,  matbe- 
motiical  iiutmnH-iitA,  and  writing  material*.  He  had  a  luge  map  of  one 
whole  neighbourhood,  enliui^ed  &om  a  county  ii>*Pr  wheieon  waa  marked 
eveiy  hnuse  for  nii1e«  round,  «ilh  numerous  comments,  derived  chiefly  from 
inli^rmation  given  him  by  menilMrs  of  the  onler.  who  alt  rep-^rted  to  him  on 
their  return  to  camp.  The  conimcutA  would  nin  something  like  the  follow, 
ing.  each  house  being  diaUnjiui^dit-d  by  a  combiruitioQ  of  numben  or  letien, 
thu* : — 

X2.^FanuIy  loet  a  aon  la  the  war.  Females  feel  kindly  towaidii  old  aoldien^ 
partici] iarly  thoao  who  tnaTtbetl  with  Shemiim  to  the  sea;  oil  the  better  if 
wounded,  od  old  man  liken  to  si;t  them  to  work. 

VV. — Old  woniiut  has  a  hihi  out  West  ;  good  thing  to  nay  you  are  'T'»l''"g 
your  way  to  Iiidljitiu. 

P8.— Ugly  bull-dog.  Family  piooa.  Ask  for  reading  matter ;  i»y  your 
father  waa  q  miniHtcr.     Don't  oak,  and  yon  may  get  someiJung. 

Bit.— Old  man  bus  U-cu  swindled  oat  of  a  lot  of  mornqr  by  ivktivciL  Tell 
some  kind  of  st/irv.  Umid  slock  of  poultry,  (^icken.hooae  in  rear  caoily  gat 
aU     UuK  fat  and  lazy. 


AND  BEOOABS  AND  Bl^GOTNO. 


e&' 


"HTin      f1liini<M  ;  lowr«  thiiiga  rouud  loose.     Can't  work  on  fiimr  foolinf^. 

180. — AlwBjB  can  get  a  jcb  at  work  buro,  and  a  mjuuro  mBiil.  Xo  good  for 
ButtorflieH. 

8S. — OM  man  and  vife ;  old  man  goeii  to  tho  tavern  about  seTen  ;  bluziiig; 
drunk  by  t«u  :  old  womou  deuf. 

VL  — Mau  aiid  wifu  qunnol.  AbuRe  huaband  to  vriTo ;  abuM  wife  to 
busband. 

•rrr.— Dou'tlikploiiBfacw;  bojo]ly. 

>yO.— Down  an  nutn  who  are  cbwrful. 
Tyi. — Safe  with  children;  Vrnliy  if  iiti««b1o, 
222.— Old  cbap  subj>ict  tr^  bilps;  bile  him. 

Th©  "  Perfcwor  "  would  mjixk  nul.  mtit""  on  Lhjfi  ump  for  difTerent  TrampH, 
and  often  give  tbem  roueh  copier*  of  tbe  line  th»y  were  to  I'oilow.  He  bad  wroral 
ina|M,extMidingOTer  a  large  section  of  the  country,  nml  containing  thoosauda 
of  homoe.  Hi«momory  ■v*g  wondorfiil,  and  hi^  knowledgo  of  ths  peouliaritica 
of  hundreds  of  families  somethioK  marveSloiie,  lie  wbb  m  oon'e'9)iou douce 
with  a  grand  coutriLl  lodge  itom«wbcr(»  out.  Weat ;  but  the  name  of  the  plai-e 
I  could  jivTor  aiicortain,  for  that  seurot  waa  guarded  with  jeoloua  oare.  I 
Ixui'iiiod,  however,  thut  the  Tmmp  ortfaniaQtion  wu  aomcthing  immen«e,  ai>d 
that  their  orgauisatiou  ia  political  and  reTolutJonary.  They  havu  nothing  in 
cominon  with  the  Socialiato,  whoso  chief  ohjact  is  to  or^uuize  end  tutinmlule 
'  labor,  and  who  uro  bitterly  opposed  to  all  loafers,  trautping  or  stationary  ; 
f  but  the  tnunp'ii  objevt  is.  when  any  trouble  tukuo  place,  to  aid  the  nrro- 
lutiuuur>-  party,  Htrikors  or  what  uot.  and  rottp  a  large  liarv("<t  of  pluiidm-. 

I  ntUAt  here  druw  atCciritiim  to  one  fftLt  which  very  few  peojilo  iH.>uni  to 
undi-rstand — or  won't  underittuiid — and  that  id,  that  every  poor  fellow  who  ts 
fdg^^  luid  hiiiigr^-,  iLibil  looking  for  work,  is  by  do  meatLA  iiegiwaaiily  a 
Tramp  iu  the  iimuioua  BonHO  of  tho  word.  Thouaanda  of  them  am  good 
hoiiwt  fellowa,  who  would  rejoice  ut  obtaining  eLiployint-ut.  I  t^uppowt.  of 
oourw,  tho  niu«t  of  wiOI-to-do  MMjpIf  knowUiis;  but  theyj>ref«r  to  lump 
them  all  togotber,  mul  by  bomiug  u-t  them  bud  uamoa — Tramp,  loafer, 
thief,  Ac — iialvvi  th^jr  own  oiiuK^ieiit-'O  for  not  s^trtviiig  to  better  their  con- 
dition, ae  they  might  Ui  do,  and  as  they  will  bitterly  rue  not  doing  at  no 
very  distant  day.  For  the  Trunip)<  tire  a  fearful  power  iu  this  countiy  at 
present,  ondnr  a  nia-tt  perfoot  (tystem  of  O'rgaiiiitation,  and  ready  at  any 
Diomsnt,  when  the  opportunity  oocurn.  to  liurl  their  jiowt^r  at  the  throat  of 
crgaaiaed  authority.  If  the  tnipinQ  and  proapemua  oiti7«n  oould  only  hear, 
as  1  hare  doua,  from  thousaudti  of  hps,  the  (^lorioiu  pictures  of  not  aud 
anarchy,  painted  iu  tho  rudoat  of  rude  word-colount,  they  would  not  aloep 
quite  so  calmly  in  their  bedn  as  they  now  do, 

But  to  proooed  with  the  "  Purfoasor's  "  functions.  One  of  his  offices  waa  to 
doriae  numennu  diagoisea  and  make-ups,  like  a  property  man  or  costuiuer 
in  a  theatre.  In  these  duties  he  was  assiMod  by  a  subordinate  called  "  tlie 
Artut"  niia  artist  had  paints,  nnd  pai<ibes,  and  odds  audflnda  of  vationa 
kiuds,  with  which  he  could  get  you  up  a  very  fair  imitalion  of  n  mun  recover- 
ing trioui  the  uuiull-pox  or  yvllow  f(<ver.  Men  got  up  iu  this  »iyIo  would  be 
>Mnt  to  fatniliw  known  U>  be  nervous  on  the  subject  of  iiifectious  disease,  who 
would  pay  libemlly  to  induce  Bodungoroua  a  visitor  to  loavo  tliuir  thre^old, 
AVitb  ttie  nid  of  a  mK:k]e-)>erry,  or  a  currant,  and  a  httle  coiludion,  he  oould 
oounterfstt  the  most  venomous  lookiu;;  boil,  with  which  he  would  ornament 
Tnunps  wiahing  to  oxcitv  cnuimiKeration  and  avoid  work.  With  the  souie 
matenab  he  could  imitate  et-jira  and  wouude  fur  ^hani  aoldifira.  Eq  had  a 
wardrobe  ofa  few  old  soldier  and  sailor  clothes,  and  reg^  of  the  moet  pictur- 
Mqu»  d«»criplioii.  ALio  aomn  tine  suits,  with  the  full  bliLck  rig  of  a  miuister ; 
these  vera  used  on  imedal  oocasionfi  for  special  purpotws,  ujid  were  the 
property  of  the  brotherhooil.  Ho  had,  too,  various  iiupk-ments  uM-fii1  in 
picsiogand  iitealing.  One,  a  belt  with  books,  for  poultry,  to  hn  worn  round 
^the  waist,  and  under  the  dress  of  a  l<<intiii>  Lrutnp. 
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A  nnth^T  little  instrumAnt  inad»  out  of  «  cork,  or  piooe  of  wood,  in  one  (i^ 
of  wbicb  was  fastened  a  barbed  nul,  ia  the  other  &  fettther  uai  a  long  vtrin^ 
A  Tramp,  oonooaledoo  one  side  of  a  foncs,  -would  ilftrt  thi«  at  a  heap  el 
potatow  OD  the  other  tide,  harpoon  a  potato,  and  drag  it  vhhin  reach  viA 
the  Btring.  This,  of  courae,  ooold  be  lued  on  apples,  tumipe,  and  Tmnoot 
other  nnall  game. 

The  RagMofcar  was  an  uwtrameat  attached  to  the  and  of  a  long  pek  far 
removing  elotbea-puiB  from  the  Unee,  and  aftarwarda  drafging  the  niauel 
clnthe«  over  the  fenoe ;  tkia  will  be  better  aoderstood  by  a  glanoe  at  tha 
snrx'xed  diaoram. 

lie  bad  a  kind  of  armour  made  of  ttxipe  of  wood,  oorored  with  padding,  to 
pTotAct  the  arms  and  le«nt  agaiii«t  doga ;  theee  were  generally  charged  with 
cayoune  pepper  and  annffto  choke  the  aiiiinnla.  When  attacked  iu  front  b)i 
a  tii^rce  dug,  the  Tnimp  would  preaent  Lie  left  anu.  covered  with  thu 
amn'ur,  which  the  creaturQ  would  aeize  iu  hia  teeth,  whetvupuu  the  Tranp 
would  ut  onoe  poand  him  ovur  the  head  with  a  >hort  club,  or  piece  of 
iron.  Thia  practice  wait  found  Tary  effecUva  on  night  excuraoos  tat 
<;  hi  Ilk  CUM  or  nameea,  when  the  fomgeni  wi^re  apt  to  bo  diaturlK-d  by  tha 
watoh-dog.  Wlienerer  they  could,  howerer,  tht^  triod  to  moke  away  witli 
Lh«  dug  bwfotchaud.  by  meaU6  of  medicated  meat  halls,  of  which  tb«  "  Her- 
Taiflor  "  hiid  aeverol  kinds,  The  difficulty  in  this  eaM  was  that  the  poiaDO 
often  did  not  act  quickly  enough,  and  it  would  not  answer  to  poiaon  a  doe 
hefore  the  owner  want  to  bed.  a:*  the  diaoovery  that  such  a  thing  had 
heen  dooB  would  uaiurally  excite  Buapioion, 

They  bad  an  uutrtuitent  for  muaMa^  pige,  to  prOTOnt  their  sqaaaling.  and 
Tariooa  otb«rs,  which  my  spaoe  will  uoi  permit  me  to  describe. 

Bach  Trninp  hikd  a  peculiar  character  to  perfomi ;  he  waa  cost,  likfl  an 
Dctor,  for  a  paxticuLur  part  boat  smtcd  to  hts  appeontnce  and  ability.  Ihacs 
was;'— 

The  meek  Tramp,  with  children, 

The  bully  Tnunp. 

The  mgged  IViimp, 

The  roBpflutublu  Tramp, 

Th«  'f  nuiip  who  eak*  for  work, 

The  uiiwholfwime  Tnunp, 

Thn  liiIilMriy  Tramp, 

The  abject  Tramp, 

Tbe  jolly  Tramp, 

Mm.  Tr^mp, 

And  many  others, 
1  do  not  roWLTi  to  (wy  ihut  those  mtn  nil  plfi}/fd  pnrts  as  actors  do — not  al 
all.  The ' '  Forf eesor  "  seeing  the  naturalohoracter  of  each  man  io  the  brother- 
hcHiid,  only  coached  him  aitiatically  how  to  make  the  moat  of  his  nataral 
diradmutagea.  Here,  for  example,  was  Sam  l>iBOoll.  the  joUy  Tramp.  The 
"  I>srfsaaar  "  put  him  through  a'regolar  conne  of  training ;  taught  him  DtODj 

Sert  saying*,  jokes  and  complimentary  tpeeohee  for  uumets'  wins  aid 
iinghtera.  eurh,  "  Ah.  mum,  I  bad  a  wife  oooe.  and  a  good  wib,  too,  and 
nearly  as  hondtiomo  av  you,  though  you'd  hardly  think  it  of  R  poor  Tramp 
like  mo  ;  "  or,  "  Ah.  well!  aamileutim  you'd  be  a«goodaaa  aqnare  meal  for 
a  man  any  day ;  "  or,  "  I  caught  a  bad  cold  hut  night,  ma'am,  alwping  in  a 
I  eld  with  the  ^fube  open  and  the  graaa  nut  uiied,"  and  such  like  atutf.  !iam 
had  been  a  dM'k-huiid  on  a  North  RiTerbatgs,  and  once  thought  he  mi^ 
bocome  IVendent  of  tho  United  States ;  he  now  hopes  be  may  hav*  a  doi- 
curt  of  his  own  ^omo  day.  There  waa  Bill  Oouch  ;  the  "  Perfomor  "  mw  he 
had  the  natural  Uileut  for  a  bully,  and  fluently  trained  his  mind  to  dietingoiih 
the  right  objocta  for  biilt^iiig;  but  ntUl  he  would  make  miatakce  now  and 
tbeu,  and  cumu  home  witli  a  uluck  oya  in  oonsequenoa. 


AXT)  BEOOA^  AND  BEGOTNO. 


6fi& 


Fharliffy,  ths  Inliberly  Tminp.  was  taught  to  whitift :  but  ha  *m  a  difficult 
mt>j«ct  to  muke  much  of,  having  no  itpecinl  pft  ibr  uiijrthiug,  bouiut  or  di*- 
honMt,  eXMpt  robbing  flm&U  onildren,  which  thn  "  PerfeeAor"  vnald  iifiTer 
lolenta, 

OoorKB  8bilii«>  the  ud«1io1«soiuo  Tmmp.  wsk  vnry  efF«>ctiv«  lit  Lhi  small- 
pox MMi  y«llov  fever  Hue  of  busjaesa.  and  the  "  Perfetitor"  instrut^ted  biui  Uuw 
lo  M>aiiteTf>.'it  hII  Ibe  njMtom*  of  ruriniia  dii»ord»*n!i,  including  ft  hiiokinjj  cotigh 
aud  Saint  Vitiui'n  danrs.  He  bad  oac6  be«n  ai^iHtaiit  to  an  oaion  and  pglato 
batcher,  and  h^d  bo  JJea  w!iwr«  lis  wiw  driftinfi.  either  hi^re  or  hereaftor. 

Abner  How**,  the  abjeot  Tramp,  van  tauglit  a  liilo  of  fltiHoriti^  and  tnis- 
forinne,  dates  and  places  all  oompl<ite,  Uiat  would  bare  m«Lted  the  heart  of  R 
fiubionablo  lady. 

1b«a  there  wan  Sarah  Hook,  >frB.  Tramp,  the  deserted  wife,  whoes  htis- 
buid  ha4l  ma  away  and  lof>.  h«r  with  four  childroti,  three  of  whotn  bad  died 
iu  her  btdir,  while  the  fourth  had  doue  worse,  ai}d  married  a  jouriiejTnau 
hatt«r  with  tight  pantaloons  and  an  in^urablo  toeto  for  drink,  a  thing'  Mrs. 
Traap  oouM  not  overlook  in  any  oiaii — though  ttho  dtda't  minil  taking  three 
times  aa  much  of  her  aharo  of  whisky  in  camp  when  she  could  ^t  It.  .  .   . 

Tb«  "  Perfeiiwor"  often  told  siotbat  tbero  ware  half  a  mtlliou  of  traupa  all 
over  the  country  b«loDgii)g  to  their  organization,  who  could  be  concentxatod 
•L  rarious  j>uiut«  bi  Iom  tiuui  a  wouk. 


WuAT  A  Bkooau  But  Buys. 

From  the^Afl,  February  l&,  1886. 

A  bright- faced  child,  giving  the  name  of  William  Archer,  ten  years  of  age, 
and  living  at  NoUing  IliU,  waa  charged  at  Marvluhooe  PoUce-oourt  on 
Saturday  witli  bopKifg  of  fout-panHOugun  ut  I'orcliivtor  Hijud.  Ilayeiwatvr. 
A  cottnlabUi  [irr)ved  Uie  charge,  and  iufuriued  tho^IaglNlrate  that  thu  boy  bad 
told  him  that  if  he  did  not  take  hom^Q   three  or  lour  &hilliiig«  «ucL  day  ho 

S>t  a  gOo<)  whiu^kiii^  from  his  paitvuts.  The  lM>y,  n-ho«e  hevd  JuHt  rnacbed 
A  height  of  tlie  Hulioitor'e  table,  made  a  Btateiuout  to  the  oilititT  to  thu  etfovt 
tliat  be  rBr>;ly  riH^jivitd  Ikki  thun  foiir  Kbilliuj^*  lut  lhr>  rmult  of  a  day'it  Wf- 
gisg,  and  tliat  be  aometimee  gat  aa  much  oa  ten  shillingB  un  a  Sunday,  hu 
inoflt  liberal  patrons  bitiiiK  forvif^nere.  When  aaketl  wliut  hu  ditl  with  the 
money  ho  mid  that  when  ne  got  about  four  RhiltingR  he  alwa\'H  "  went  in" 
for  saiiBftjies,  vegetalilee.  breiui  and  butter,  cake,  colfee,  aud  muahed  up  by 
toookiog  tobacco.    Ths  rest  of  the  money  ho  took  home. 


Street  BKaiiiNO. 
From  the  SturnionJ,  March  20,  I8B6. 


■  For  ibelaat  four  orHve  yoara,  betweeu  oleveu  and  half-post  elevcm  p.m.,  a 
W  WDinaii— pale  and,  apparently,  duatitute — haa  taken  her  aoat  on  the  s>]Utb 
steps  of  ni.  Martin's  Cburoh,  and  occamoQally  on  a  door-step  in  Pall  Hall 
Eut.  Sihe  dovm  not  solicit  altoa,  but  she  nurses  a  baby  about  six  to  twelve 
mouths  of  ago.  iu  alt  weatbunt.  Thu  baby  aUo,  apparaDtly,  tuiTor  gets  any 
older.     It  ia  not  a  dummy,  but  a  real  baby. 

tBetwufin  tbo  Kamu  ttyoi  and  the  soutb-eiwt  oorner  of  the  oburcbyard  another 
woman  perauibulatesattbe  aame  bour,  peatoriog  everyone  to  give  her  some- 
thing, and  as  an  inducement  she  thmats  a  bunch  of  dirty  artificial  flowers 
under  one's  uose.     Thiii  woman  is  halv  uud  huarty. 

The  flovere  ere  never  renewed.  I  auppofie  they  stAnd  the  eaat  wind  better 
tbau  thu  b«by. 

V  v2 
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VAOTU^'TS  AND  VAOBANCY. 


I  hoTc  opokcn  to  Tarious  oooatablM,  iriUiout  ramlt,  And  I  h^v*  ^v«o  tbo 
mattat  uj>. 

Whao  tlwe  two  «om«ii  come  on  duty  And  when  they  go  off  1  h*T«  no 
kiK>wledg»>    I  ipoak  of  the  bom-  ouiy  when  I  see  th«uii.  U. 

Hion  BsoOABS. 

Thare  oro  moltttud'Ofl  of  instances  of  boggRra  who,  amid  K)iiaIor,  ngc  i 
dirt  utterly  mtMrabSo,  oontrive  to  atnoM  considerable  Huma  of  nou«>y.  Foc^ 
Dbvious  roomns,  thoy  gcnArally  oonoeal  thoir  wtwith  diinitg  Ufa,  mni  it  is 
only  vhw  tho  bnath  is  oat  of  tbeir  body  that  the  p>ld«n  bypocriay  ia 
disovf ared.  TTsoAlly,  Che  boejded  ooine  uo  fonnd  mvn  up  in  ngi  m  ainw- 
beda,  or  otbanriw  hiddeo  in  boles  and  ooroen  :  it  is  oaly  in  a  f«w  ittatacim 
that  the  ba^gar  TAntores  to  inrsst  his  money  in  a  bank.  Among  the  taany 
r«oorded  ezaaiploii  of  rich  b«f[gara.  have  been  Daniel  £agle,  who  bo«nd  mt 
thirty  years  in  London,  and  livod  in  a  room  which  was  noTer  eoterea  by  any 
one  hut  hiiDMilf,  uud  uvver  cleaned  durine  the  wbolo  period ;  after  bw 
death,  coina  to  the  value  of  £26  were  found  there. — Uargaret  Coles,  wbn 
disil  in  wretched  filth  in  St.  Oiles'a  at  the  ii(^  of  101,  and  in  w-boee  horelwas 
found  £30  in  gold  and  ailver,  and  £10  in  coupar. — Murgan-t  Evvratt,  ma 
etj^uully  (-qualid  boggur,  who  loft  £U()  buhiua  ber. — I-^tber  Dariee*  who 
died  in  Ixiiidon  at  the  adrauced  age  of  I0<t,  aud  wlni  fur  thirt>'  year!  bad 
the  double  chancee  of  a  street-beggar  and  a  pariah  pauper :  she  ten  Xl6(>  — 
Mary  Wilkiiixiii,  buggiir  and  boii»-grubbar,  whoae  raga  of  olothiiig  oonnaled 
£SQ{)  in  money. — Alice  Bond,  who  bad  risen  to  the  digni^  of  £300  in  the 
tunda,  l)Mid«a  £iO  in  guii>sa»,  balf-guirie«ia,  mid  avTen-nhilUng  piec«i,  and 
£23  in  nlvrr. —Frances  Beet,  whose  bed  and  rickety  furuituro  yielded  a 
tKMty  of  no  Um  than  £800.  And  "  Poor  Jiw  all  alone,"  a  fumout*  ciianMtcr 
iibouL  B.  centuTT  ago,  who  wnrn  a  long  Imenl,  nnd  bad  not  lain  in  a  bed  f»r 
hfly  yean :  ho  left  £.'=1.000,  and  with  it  a  will,  by  which  he  beiiucathed  m^  the 
mouey  ti>  c<<rtHiu  willows  mid  orplmnA.  Fon.ign  countriea  are  not  without 
inetaiicee  of  like  kind.  Witneaei  the  cose  of  Dandon ,  of  Bfrlin.  vbo  di«d  il 
lKl'2  ;  he  was  competent  to  twicb  lu  a  pn>ri.wior  of  languages  during  tbe< 
and  went  out  begging  at  night.  Atlter  hie  death,  ^Ju.OOO  crowna  were  fbc 
socruted  under  the  tloor  of  bis  room.  He  had  refoaed  to  pee  a  brother 
thirty-sevim  years,  booaitM  he  once  aent  him  a  letter  without  prepaying  the 
postage.  Thie  I>iindon,  however,  was  an  exampter  rather  of  tb«  miser  '' 
of  the  1)oggnr,  populMrly  so  considered. 

Some  beRgars  nave  been  remarkable  quite  ae  much  for  their  oooei 
AA  for  the  amount  of  money  thoy  left  hcnind  them.  Such  was  the  i 
William  Stevenson,  who  died  at  Eilmamoclc  on  the  lith  of  July,' 
Although  brC'd  u  mason,  the  greater  part  of  hia  life  wsa  sjieut  aa  a  beggar. 
About  the  ycta  17^7,  he  and  liis  wife  M-paratt.'d,  making  tbu  atnuiM  agrM- 
mcnt — that  whichever  of  them  was  tho  tintt  to  prupoee  a  reunion,  ahoud  forfiat 
£100to  the  other.  According  to  the  T^lattimenta  in  the  Scotch  nevapapesa, 
there  ia  no  evidence  that  they  over  saw  eath  other  again.  In  1815,  when 
ubout  8G  yoara  old,  SlevonMti  was  aeizod  with  an  incurable  disease,  and 
was  oonfin«d  to  hia  bed.  A  few  duya  before  hia  death,  fmling  his  end  to  h« 
near,  he  sent  font  baker,  and  ordered  twelve  domn  burial-cokeB,  a  lar^ 
quantity  of  HUgamd  biHt^uit,  and  a  good  auppLy  of  wine  and  spirits.  He  next 
eent  fur  a  joiner,  and  iimtruL-tvd  him  to  muko  a  good  sound,  dry,  roony, 
"  oomfartaole "  ooOlii.  Next  he  ^lummoned  a  graTn-digger.  wbotn  be  re- 
onested  to  select  a  favourable  spot  in  the  chtirch>yara  of  Biccarton,  and 
tjtere  dig  a  roomy  aud  cuiufortublo  grave.  Thiti  done,  ho  ordered  an  eU 
woman  who  attended  him.  to  <^  to  a  certain  nook,  and  bring  him  out  £9  to 
fay  all  these  proliminury  cxpi.'uaoe :  aseunng  her  that  she  was  miwinbemil 
in  his  will,     bhuiily  stU-.r  i1us  ho  died.     A  neigbbour  came  in  to  sennh  tat 
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his  w^tilth,  which  hiul  bo«a  tthrontitxl  iu  much  my»t«Ty.  In  ono  bag  vtm 
found  large  siWer  pieoos,  mioh  &»  dollare  and  haU-doUora,  cmvna  and  huU- 
crowuo;  in  EtnuHtybcapof  nitf«,  was  found  a  oollwtionuf  giiiiionsauil  mrtiu* 
shilling  piflCfMi,  and  in  a  box  viM'e  found  houds  of  variouH  amnnnta,  including 
oue  for  1'31K)— civiDg  altogether  a  bqih  of  about  £(JI)0,  A  will  mob  also  found, 
tx^jnitathiug  i.!il>  to  the  old  vomau,  and  moat  of  the  roniniud^r  to  distant 
relations,  detting  aside  sufUcient  to  give  a.  feni^t  to  all  tho  beggars  who  choao  Xo 
Oimii  and  f4ai>  bis  Iwdy  "  lin  in  "tAto."  Tlio  itillux  was  iiatnotieu  ;  and  aftttr 
tho  funeral,  all  retired  to  a  bam  whioh  had  botm  dtted  uj>  for  the  occasion  ; 
and  tbers  th»y  iodulgcNl  in  revKlnes  but  Utile  in  aocordaiirs  wiLii  tho  sokoiu 
■oaoon  of  death. — Tiu  Hook  of  I}a\f»t  edited  by  R.  (.'bombers. 

A  Beggar  in  Hoorfiolds  usod  daily  to  havo  a  penny  ^ven  him  by  a 
DMrchant  od  his  way  to  the  I-Jxchaiige.  The  |ieuiiy  wad  wit!ih'.<i<l,  and  the 
sppeuuioe  of  tho  marobant  mauifoHt^d  his  embarroBsmeut  and  distre-ts.  The 
beggar  at  length  spoke  to  him,  olTer^  him  a  loan  of-X-^OO.  aud  another  of 
tlie  nine  mtm  if  it  were  required.  It  ro-eatabliahed  hie  atfairs.— /'ajwrtuiui, 
ToL.  X. 

(Miiinary,  1784.  April  23.  Was  found  dead,  in  his  house  at  Ptome^ 
Willium  ThittobAr,  an  old  man.  who  for  many  years  pa«b  bnd  eubnated  on 
tho  charitable  beoefaotions  of  bis  QeiRbb«iura.  ILs  auweea  iu  tho  begging 
trade  was  ooDisiderable,  at  may  b«  pf^rci^iTod  by  the  following  inventory  of 
ph>perty  found  in  his  bouse  at  his  death :  2'lt  in  silver,  2  guinou  in  gold. 
Si  in  copper,  12  otd  hnta,  t )  pair  of  shooi,  14  pair  of  atocEinga,  3Ji  oakee, 
2  buabeli  of  caontola  of  bread,  ohetiue,  lloab,  &o.,  Ac. — The  above  hu)  not 
been  loag  accumulatiog  :  for  but  two  years  aiuoe  his  house  wan  r-jfabed  of 
the  nluablos  it  thou  coutaiued,  which  wore  muiih  more  cotuudorablo  thati 
the  above, — Tht  GenUemau't  Muyu^w. 

Ohilueiry,  ISII,  March.  Aged  00,  Edmnnd  Mashiter.  aliaa  Old  tlonry,  of 
BoltoD,  near  Latitatitur.  He  had  bi?en  a  boggar  70  yoors;  audwaa  justly 
entitled  to  tho  ai^pi'llation  of  Ktntf  of  the  Biijijar*.  ai»  father  waa  a  »ch(>ol- 
mauter  at  Ualsteud.  iu  YorkKbire,  who  gave  him  a  good  eduLatJon;  but. 
afli^T  hia  fnlher'a  death.  lii>  preferrt.-d  the  waiidering  lifu  of  a  miindicant,  and 
pertinai-iouely  peraisted  iu  it :  nor  could  threats  or  entreatiee  make  him 
oaaiat.  till  within  tbo  la*it  four  years,  during  which  time  he  had  been  bed- 
ridden.^T/ff  Gi'iitlerrnta'a  Marfaxitvf. 

Bi^sriFDKD.  Mnvliranev  rui  ulwii/f  Powrrty. — On  Tuesday  a  ooroner'i 
inquest  woe  hold  at  the  King's  Arms  Inn,  in  this  town,  on  the  body  of  an 
old  man  named  John  Coltina.  a  mi>ndicant,  who  di^d  suddenly  at  a  lodgin^-- 
house  in  Back  Lane  on  Tbureday  afternoon.  It  appears  from  the  ovid^uoo, 
titat  tho  d>'>ooaMy1  oamo  to  tho  hou«'  on  Tiir^lay  uight,  having  obtained  an 
order  troiu  the  lieltc-viLg  UiBc«r  for  a  bod,  Uo  waa  rather  uuwoll  at  tho  tiuie, 
hut  seemed  better  the  ii«xt  day,  and  i>b''pt  there  again  on  Wedneaday  oigfau 
He  refosed  to  have  a  medical  man,  and  died  very  quietly  whilo  utting  before 
the  fin).  The  jury  returnod  a  verdict  of  "  I>ie<d  by  the  Visitation  of  Uod." 
He  is  RtppoHod  to  be  between  GO  and  70  years  of  age.  This  cnno  uxcited 
•ome  attention  from  the  fact  that,  on  tho  dec^aaed'a  clothes  being  tuMirelimi, 
a  Blaudford  Savings'  Bank  book  waf  fuuiul  un  bini,  by  which  it  appears  that 
he  had  no  less  a  sum  than  X3(i.'i  mrested  iu  the  aavings  banx.  On  tbe 
2!>th  of  January  ho  drew  out  XtO,  but  only  a  few  shillings  were  found  on 
him.  It  haa  oince  been  asci^rtained  that  ho  was  a  uutivu  of  Kuat  Orchard, 
near  this  town  I  fin  sistor  has  identiliod  him, — HAfrborHt,  DonliuUr, 
mnd  Tatmton  JoWNOf,  Maicb  M,  1819. 
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VAQItANTS  AXD  VAORANCT. 

Asr  OrrLEST  Vaoraht. 


At  the  Town  HoU,  Nottingbun.  ymlerday,  James  Ckirigut  wbs  obcr^ 
with  begging  thepnrnotu  iiigiit.  PrUonor  denu>d  that  he  «■«  betf^Dg,aiid 
said  that  be  wse  simply  trying  to  fiud  »  ^rsoti.  "of  the  uame  w  Smitk" 
PolMe-oocrtablo  Suflorxl  wiid  that  the  priaonur  had  ihres-halfpeooeiii  hit 
poeeeiwion  and  a  Poet  OfHce  SaringB  Bank  book,  ahnwing  that  the  prianov 
had  £20  lOn.  in  the  hank.  In  reply  to  tho  B<?nch.  priwiner  aaid  he  Lodged  tk 
I'l,  ParliADiont  f^treol,  N'ottinghani.  and  bin  money  vai  m  the  Po«t  Ofiet 
SaviogH  Hank.     IleVaa  temuuded. — £cA«,  March  13,  1896. 

A  'Weaj.tht  Ckomwo-sweetkr. 

JdhD  Siilliran,  R6.  and  Kate  SnlliTan.  50,  both  Iri!^,  were  aoonaad  ef 
being  cooeunied  tugetbflr  in  atesling  £32  in  gold  and  20h.  in  eilver,  Iba 
nooey  of  Mitry  IlUke,  a  croMing-awaeper,  lodging  at  lU,  Paul  Street,  LiaKw 
Grovo.  The  pioeQcutriz,  a  very  old  wumun  and  very  feeble,  when  ukui . 
how  old  «h«  vea  aaid  Khu  kimw  >he  wa«  otut  sixty.  She  swept  a  doeanig 
by  Tlyde  P&rk,  and  near  the  house  of  Iinrd  Colandge.  She  met  with  an 
apuidvut  i^n  New  Y'uu-'a  Kve  and  i'lolce  bor  arm.  uudshe  was  taken  to  St. 
Mary'ft  Hospital.  When  eha  left  home  she  left  thiity  yellow  Mrerei^ina— 
(laoghter)— m  a  puree  in  a  dnwer,  which  she  locked.  She  also  locked  her 
roois-donr.  At  the  hoBpitAl  aho  gave  her  olAthw,  with  the  keys,  to  a  Hn. 
Mohoney,  with  direciioa*  that  itbe  vm^  to  ke<>p  the  key  of  the  dnwdre  and  to 
give  tbo  room-dnor  key  to  Mrn.  ^uUiTan,  whr>  wa«  her  landlady.  The  p*t>- 
•ecatrix.  who  was  most  difficiUt  to  understand,  owing  to  her  bn>ad  Iilth 
dialect,  and  hor  ranning  on  tram  one  point  to  anothrir,  eontimung,  said  aha 
met  Ur.  Sulliran  on  reaching  home,  and  he  gavti  her  tbo  keya.  ^e  at  ones 
looked  into  the  drawer  and  found  ovory  (urLhi&g  goao.  Hha  ealled  hia  attectioa 
to  the  loSB  of  the  Toonoy,  and  he  eaid.  "  Ob  iWr.  oh  deftrt  I  don't  kno* 
anything  aboat  it.  I  knew  Rhe"  (hie  wife)  "  was  not  up  to  aaything  good, 
b&caue«  fho  hai  beem  out  drinking.  Don't  make  a  barrab  '  about  it.  I  ata 
iKjrry  for  you,  but  [  can't  help  it. '  tin,  Sullivan  bad  loft  home,  and  wbea 
■he  retcniod  on  the  following  Friday  she  (pruaeootrix)  Mid  nolbing  to  fair, 
M  tbi>  matter  had  tb?o  been  oommunioateu  to  Ute  polioe.  After  that  tb« 
male  prisoner  came  to  her  and  gare  her  £2,  and  told  her  *ih«<  maat  be  qniet 
ubuuC  the  matter.  Uo  wu«  an  bouoet  man. — &tr.  Frith ;  Wbrnt's  thotP  Do 
yon  say  t^ullivan  ia  honest  ?— Prodecntrix :  Yea,  he  is  a  honfxt  hnrd-workiBg 
muu—tlaughtvrh-dud  wouldn't  do  anyone  bann.  It's  not  hia  ^ult,  be  said 
ao.  (Ueniiwcd  laughter.)  Iteaides  that,  he's  a  teetotaller.  He  promised  to 
find  out  who  robbwl  mv.  Mary  Maboney  ^oke  to  receiving  tho  keys  frem 
the  proaecutriz  and  banding  thorn  to  the  male  prisoner.  DetectiTe-eerpMiiI 
BecHrd.  D  Division.  Buid  he  orrcHted  the  defendanta  on  ^turday  uight.  The 
Tnati  Niid  htt  could  not  haru  tiikmu  the  money  as  he  did  not  haro  tbo  keys, 
hut  the  prosecutrix  Haid  she  rooaived  them  from  him  on  rotuming  from  the 
hoepital.  Wili'.AuM  tutkncl  .'^tillivun  if  he  bad  any  money,  and  he  replied  that 
he  bad  Ob.,  being  the  balance  of  1&9.  which  he  bad  recei^d  om  wagesi  TbUt 
vruM  all  iw  hud.  When  witness,  buwerer,  searched  the  prisouers'  room  b* 
found  coneealed  in  .i  purse  between  two  beds  Xfi  in  gold  and  8s.  Ud.  in  ailrer. 
In  oTOHK-HxiiniiDatinn,  the  witness  said  the  man  bad  hem  in  raepeotabts 
tmplnytnent  for  some  yearn,  and  was  &a  Eil>«tatn»r.  Mr.  de  Uuixen  thea 
remaiidtrd  the  defendants. — DaSj/  TetegraiA,  January,  2i,  1887. 

"  FllOKBS-OIfT  "   BeoOABB. 

A  protamoted  bust  neoemarity  deranges  the  lowar  titm  of  employments  a 
rach  a  city  as  London,  and  throws  many  poor  persona  into  dtutituiion.  Just 

*  Erse,  ura,  uneh,  oonteution. 


y 


ANtl  BEGGARS  AND  BBOGIXG. 


u  mm  an  thiR  is  th«  fiiot,  to  toro  is  it  tlut  k  vut  hordo  of  the  class  who 
ej- 0 torn ati call V  avoid  ragulai  work,  prorerriaff  to  lire  by  tb«ir  wit«,  niinuln'o 
thft  ohjiract^TiRtiR  appearancoft  of  diBtroaoed  Uboureri,  and  try  to  excite  tne 
charitT  of  th«  txittnr  cIumh  of  citiiuius.  Inveating  themMvlvox  in  aproD», 
cliitcbiDg  nn  old  spade,  atwl  hoiating.  aa  their  nigual  of  (liHtr»«.  a  tnmip  on 
Uia  top  of  a  ))ole  ur  rukf,  thay  will  wvud  thoir  way  Ihruugti  the  Wotrt'end 
atreet*.  pmcluiming  th»iiia«lT6a  in  sepulchral  tones  aa  Fnam-oul  (Jiinintrri. 
or  aiinply  calling.  "  Uall  fkxnea  oat  I  '  or  chuutiug  "  We've  got  uw  work  to 
do !  "  Tb«  fiM'x8  of  the  earp^  are  duly  dolorous ;  but  ime  cau  iiATerthtiltMH* 
obMrre  a  nhiu-p  ore  kept  oa  the  dooni  and  wluduwa  they  ore  paisaing.  in 
order  thut  if  |<>iiuiib)n  thny  may  arreHt  aoine  female  gaxe  on  which  to  practi<-» 
their  Mpell  of  pity.  It  is  alUgixl  on  good  gruuiida  that  the  generality  of  the ra 
Tictima  of  tbn  frovt  are  iiDpontora,  and  tJiut  thmr  clnily  gatheHngM  will  often 
amount  to  double  a  §killed  workmauV  wages.  Nor  do  they  u.=iiuJly  dieicon- 
tiuue  the  trade  till  long  aft.i'r  iiio  mtuni  nf  milder  aim  ho"  liquidated  even 
rMil  oltuma  upoa  the  public  sympathy.— FAa  Booi  of  Daifi,  edited  by  A. 
Cbuiiben. 
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BsooAtts'  Bakvs. 
Prom  the  Tima,  February  23,  1874. 


'"Sir. — Sixty  years  ago  there  was  in  this  small  pariah  (and  in  most 
otliera)a*'fieK^je'  Ban,"  whore^aTcllenwero'eutitledtoH  night'alodging 
aud  ft  meal  gratia.  The  farmer  who  happened  to  live  ncareat  tliv  church  was 
bound  to  furuiah  thin  meaaure  of  hcMtpitality  to  all  wnyfarera  Lloiming  it. 
'When  I  inquired  of  the  old  people  still  tiviug,  who  rumomhor  the  Beggars' 
Datd  here,  what  a  traveller  voiild  bitTO  douo  if  the  furmor  bad  refused  him 
lodging.  Ac,  I  was  mfomied  thut  he  had  a  right  to  sleep  in  the  chiircli 
pordi,  and  that  if  he  did  ao  the  farmer  would  bo  both  censured  uud  fiued  by 
ma  fellow-parifthiobera  in  Vestry.  A  country  magistrate,  oti  hearing  thta 
etfttameot  uom  an  old  iuhabttant  uf  this  villago,  aoid  he  reooUecled  beariug. 
when  he  waj«  a  boy,  his  aunt  apoaktng  of  a  woman  in  thnir  pariah,  who 
tbnatened  to  bring  h«r  hvd  auu  plauu  it  iu  the  ehurch  porch  to  abame  the 
people,  uuImm  oertain  relief  vaA  given  h^r.  Ttiia,  ttx  ho  Maid,  wai*  >n  ot-idemLfi 
of  the  preralence  of  the  idea  uf  a  right  to  lodge  in  the  church  porcb,  and 
of  other  ciirimm  pfiintii  in  the  old  ftyMteiii  uf  rtdiuving  th"  piwr. 

I  have  a  lithograph,  or  rather  on  vuttruvm^.  published  by  H.  Aokennann, 
101,  Strand,  in  Ittld,  of  the  Ht^ggnrH'  Iliirn  ot  Uii»  pari-h. 

1  remain,  your  obedioat  aerrant. 

G.  Q.  BuxuroTOH. 

Chelbory  Beotory,  Witnbome,  Feb.  20. 


A  CHttisTHAs  Hatuaker. 

A  repartee,  which  never  lows  ile  reward  of  applause,  is  recorded  of  having 
been  made  to  old  MaAtr^r  Barnard,  a  ahoomakor.  \  sturdy  vagrant  wai 
begging  at  hia  door  one  Cbri«tinae  time,  and  Master  Bmniard.  thinking  that 
the  man  wae  able-bodied  enough  to  work,  tukid,  rather  indignantly,  "  No, 
I'v^  gut  notJimg  to  give  you;  a  strong,  able-bodied  man  like  you  ought  to 
get  a  trade  and  work  at  it,  as  I'm  forced  to  do."     "  I  do  work  at  mv  trade 


vbpu  I  can  get  work,"  said  tho  man,  "  but  thero'a  notJitng  much  doing  in 
my  trade  just  now,"     "Your  trade!  "said  old  Etemud.     "1  wondor  what 


nort  of  II  trade  yours  itc"    "  I'm  a  baymokcr  hf  trade,"  said  the  man, 
my  trade's  very  alack  this  Cbriattnas  time.'* 


'and 
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TAOHANTS  Am)  VAOEAXCT, 


Fiom  "  Romuio  Lavo-lil :  void-book  of  Oi»  Bonuuiy,"  b;  Oeorg* 
Borrow,  I.H74. 
Something  like  the  follnving  little  aDoodoto  is  related  by  theOypneBio 

«T«Ty  pu-t  of  Conlmentsl  Europe : — 

Bxo  Ok,  Bsotsbb. 

A  Oypiiy  brat  «m  onMpMtoring  a  gentlaman  1o  give  him  ft  hftlfptmny. 
The  motiier,  who  was  dttiou'  aigb,  cninl  in  Eii^Li>h,  "  Leave  ufT,  yoa  dog. 
Mild  ome  hitm  !  Don't  troublfl  tn«  gentJeuiaii  with  yoar  iioiiM  !  "  ftod  thmn 
added  in  Bomany,  "  ilfun^,  Pra/a,  man^ !  "  '  And  so  ths  brat  did  till  th« 
goutivnuin  flung  aim  a  sizpmcs. 


Bsocinra  ijrrrEit  Ivrofmmu. 
From  the  T'lniM  of  KoTomber  10,  1874. 

Sir.^In  oonHM|uence  of  the  lar;ge  extant  to  which  &»a(Li  by  bt^ging- 
Iclter  inipoMton  are  now  carri&d  oa,  I  bavu  prapued  a  ittalement  regarding 
tli«ui,  UK  orer  three  thousand  [tamee  of  p«iMin«  muding  in  Ijundoa  and  lit 
Buburbfl  bare  been  found  miurked  iu  the  lUrocIorira — thirty-four  in  number — 
which  were  uvt-d  by  oitn  >if  tli«  cLiDin  of  a  liondun  gatig  of  beting- letter 
iropostora,  and  have  roceally  come  into  my  poaaowdon. 

Th«  fulkiwiiig  nre  thn  marka,  with  thinr  ia«aiuEig«  :— 

—  moana  ' '  doubtful,"  or  not  called  on  bolOTe^ 
K        ,,      "  good,"  or  likely  to  giva. 
*       „      "Tary  good,"  or  very  likely  tn  give. 
O      t,      "baa  giTOoaomediiugreoetitJy. ' 
e       „      "has  given  aomethiug  teoeoUy  and  viU  give  again 
called  on." 

The  gang  Minaiats  of  over  fifty  persons,  who  ore  beliared  on  an  svarage  to 
mukf)  at  luaift  Ho  a  wi<ok  uauh  by  thuir  procoodiuge. 

Penwnal  deaoriptioiis  of  fifty-two  of  them  are  kept  at  my  office  for  puipcew 
of  identificatioD. 

Tho  li^tT^Ti)  uiid  pfititiMns  nont  or  proaeiitcd  in  <>«ch  luuM  are  akilfu]  fobrio- 
tiona  and  forgeriei- :  Bometiuoij  Uiuy  aru  sent  by  post,  but  more  f^vqoeatly 
tbey  are  pmM^iitMl  in  jiereon. 

The  petitiDua  often  profeee  to  be  Bigued  by  the  veetry  clerk  of  t3ia  pariah. 
iLtid  have  attucfat^d  to  t>iiun  exoellent  iEait«tioas  of  the  stgnatuna  of  a 
nnmber  of  influential  people  who  ore  stated  to  have  flontribatM  to  1^0  caae. 
SoinetimoK  thv  case  is  tlul  uf  a  laundrws  trhueo  horae  baa  taken  feight  and 
dashed  her  van  to  piecee,  injiiriog  her  onlv  ran  and  oaiuing  her  great  loath 
At  oUier  timuH  the  caae  ii<  r*>])r<'»«iitod  iw  iLut  of  a  widow  in  diatreoa,  whow 
hneband  faoa  dirtd  nnder  aHlifitiii^  circiimstunoea  and  left  her  unprovided  (or 
— thu  ctrcumKtiuiuw  varjiug  willi  the  supposed  aocial  position  of  toe  bosbaod. 
Or  a  widow  ia  rftpreaented  aa  buns'  >&  aaager  oi  ruin  in  oonseqnenoa  of  her 
shop  faaviiij;  beun  robbed  by  burguue,  or  of  her  having  an  exacution  iu  her 
boueie,  or  of  hnr  cowa  having  died  ttfm\  pleiiro-pneamo&in. 

Ill  other  instanoee  sad  oasoe  of  lojiBes  at  see  are  put  forwunl,  apparently 
vouched  by  the  oonnul  at  eotno  foreign  port,  by  tho  captain  of  the  ahip,  or 
by  tbu  citv  authohtiee,  written  on  paper  pn-paral  for  the  purpose,  beaded 
with  the  Koyal  or  cily  arms  and  the  place  or  offloe  (rou  which  tbey  pttifaei 
to  iasue, 

'  Beg  ou,  biothor  1 
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>.il/ili'-.  '^tl.-r    /f  /t    A^Ujttt*-  (tt-l'ir  l^i.niur  .,: 

"ll'ljf.tftl  tfrim.  lil-.fi'.i.tfrffaf'l,   tu"  ^■•'••Wu  Jff^*. 
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AND  BEOOABS  AND  BEGOiNO. 


UiA 


AppliutioQS  iiint  by  post  itMUftUv  a«k  tor  aii  anBir*r  tn  lift  ftfint  to  nome 
place  uot  w«y  of  aDcutw  lu  the  euourbs  of  Londoii.  or  tu  sume  address  ia 
EogUud,  Scutlaud,  or  Ireland,  vhontyi  t])»  lotlOTii  an  re-tr«nHmitted  to 
Lioiidoii.  Tbeee  letters  advauce  an  iuOnitude  of  pleas  for  aeeiBtaucB,  all  uf 
which  are  without  fouadattOQ.  BomeLimes  bJso  iLppenlM  nr*  sent  from  Bome 
for«i|rti  oonntry  on  bcbatf  of  boitia  iion-rxisUMit  por»on  iu  distress,  vbo  is 
kIIe^ikI  to  be  a  tlistant  relation  of  the  person  i^Titt«n  to. 

In  the  cai=c»  at  tmrollors  nswly  arrived  trom  India,  or  porsons  haring 
relatioQB  in  India,  an  impostor  inlroducos  hiinaelf  to  them  by  cajefullv  ffot- 
up  raferenoos  to  pe-rflons  and  incidont«  oonn«ot«d  vith  Indian  lifo,  anil  Uion 
wiudt«  up  by  ■olioLting  a  subooriptiou  towards  ojieDinR  a  cnilege  iu  the  liimti- 
layaa  or  towards  supporting  eomo  other  pB«udo-Indiaiii  institution. 

La«t  yvor  femalo  memb«niof  tbo  gao^  cail^  ou  beiievol«ut  p«rsoDi,  lepro- 
setititig  that  they  were  the  dau)>ht6rs  of  people  in  the  country  slightly  known 
to  the  poi«ou  on  whom  they  trailed— thut  it  w&h  *.«SHi.'ttliul  oci  various  {jrouutU 
that  tbtiv  should  immediat^'ly  send  £8  to  th«ir  father,  bat  that  the  poBt-oHioe 
being  luoHcd  tlioy  wufo  unaLlo  to  do  so,  the  visits  bi-injf,  of  uoutkd,  mado  in 
Ihn  (tTi^iiiny.  Thwy  theiefore  in  each  ca*e  begged  fur  a  cherjue  for  IS  iu 
return  for  eipht  flovoroigrw.  The  cheiiuos,  bL-intr  obtained,  wero  aftorwanb 
al(«r«(l  U<  cbrnpitiB  for  £HC>  luid  [ireiftiit«d  and  paid. 

Fte*iU6ntly  tha  membor^  uf  the  gang  iuasume  a  variety  of  characters  and 
call  upou  pvNiple  without  InttntM  or  pt>titiiiiiii  ond  recouiiuend  ou«i  atiothpr  far 
aasistance  on  every  kind  of  plea— an  invalid  child  requiring  to  be  placed  in 
an  a«ylum,  «  distrtiened  tmcieamikn  or  firoig^uti]-,  u  mngei' of  c«l»hrity  who  hu 
fallen  into  poverty,  or  a  sutTerer  by  slupwreck  or  hre.  Sometimes  Hia  mem- 
beTB  of  the  giutg  utU  singly  ;  at  other  times  tboy  work  in  ptu'tioe  of  four  or 
BIZ,  two  going  into  tho  house  while  the  othera  keep  watoh  in  the  neighbour- 
hood to  givB  warning  of  ilnnger. 

The  names  of  the  neighliouring  clergy  ixre  fr<L*ely  u»tA  either  h»  writers  of 
remmmendatorr  letters  aocmnpanyine  petitions,  or  as  oontributore  or 
references ;  or  the  viviting  cards  of  pi.iople  of  position  are  employed  as  intro- 
ductioiiB.  thwo  enrda  ha%-iitg  been  taken  from  the  oard-baekot^i  lying  in  the 
baits  of  other  people. 

The  leaders  of  tne  gnn^  take  in  tho  Mvruviif  Pmt,  by  which  they  know  the 
movemente  of  the  fashionable  world  \  they  are  also  well  tuppbed  with 
directonee  and  every  kind  uf  work  of  reference  bkely  to  bo  uaoful  to  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

C.  J.  iUBlON-TUBNEB. 


CHAPTER  XXSII. 

LENVOYfi. 

"  My  nam«  ia  Nicolas  Oeniug*.  and  I  nimo  from  Jteoe«t«r  to  t£«ke  worW, 
and  I  am  a  bat-maker  by  my  oocnpatioii,  and  all  my  money  is  apeut^  and  if 
I  oouUlo  got  mon»y  to  paye  far  toy  lodging  th'ut  niglii,  1  would  ieko  work  to- 
raorovf«  ikmmtfpA  Ota  aiittt>n."^SUtTy  ti£i  by  Xicotiu  (t«nini/a,  a  bty^ng  tm- 
poMlor,  OH  New  Ytm't  Daj/f  IS67. 

TiFR  history  of  vugrancy  in  in  curlier  timoa  froquently  a  hist 
of  aocittl  oppression  by  which  tlie  labourer  is  driren 
wandering  life ;  the  history  of  l>egging  is  from  first  to  last  a 
history  of  craft  on  the  part  of  the  beggar,  and  of  credulity  on  the 
part  of  his  supporters. 

The  beggurs  of  Gogland,  France,  and  Germany,  in  the  tix- 
tacnth  century,  exhibit  a  tttroog  fttmily  resemblance ;  there  ore 
flight  TariutioDS  in  thoir  external  chftracteri«tic9,  but  none  in 
their  governing  principle,  which  is  simply  to  atilise  human 
suffering  in  its  most  harrowing  phases  as  the  keynote  of  their 
doceptions.  Tu  Italy,  on  the  other  band,  superstitious  credence 
appears  to  have  been  the  lever  used  by  both  beggar  and  rogue. 
Though  the  forms  prevalent  in  that  country,  in  the  sevontednth 
century,  were  neurly  ull  non-existent  iu  England  »t  the  same  time, 
thoro  seemti  guod  cause  to  HUppoee  that  they  flourished  here  at  ttn 
earlier  period,  and  that  the  reason  why  a  detailed  chronicle  of 
them  has  not  reached  us,  is  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Heformation,  with  its  icoiioclustic  cou sequence*,  followed  very 
cloaely  on  the  era  of  lite  iutroduction  of  priutiug.  The  revels* 
tions  made  in  connection  with  the  Holy  Maid  of  Kent  show  that 
such  knavish  pranks  existed,  indeed  religious  credulity  iu  any 
country  could  hurrlly  go  further  than  a  full  belief  in  the  efficacy 
of  such  relics  as  the  beard  uf  the  innocentfi,  and  the  feathers  of 
the  Holy  OhuHt,  which  are  chronicled  in  Watson's  is/iip  of  thol*,' 

*  See  p.  090. 


VAOKANTS  AND  VAORANTT. 
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With  rof^rd  to  mendicity  in  tbe  present  day,  a  careful  study 
of  the  whole  of  the  ovidence  must  create  astonii^hmiiTit,  that  iti  ii 
highly  civilised  country,  a  horde  of  proQigate  mcu  and  wotoon 
sboiUdnot  only  bepcrmitted,  but  actually  he  encouraged,  to  wiindor 
about  our  streets  and  highways  in  a  atoto  of  idleness,  and  that 
the  modem  imitators  of  Nicolas  Genings  should  bo  able  to  obtain 
money  by  means  of  the  same  fuUc  story  quite  aa  easily  now  a*  ho 
did  more  thun  three  hundred  years  ago.  The  practice  of  the 
beggar  ia  founded  upon  a  total  and  erne]  disregard  of  every  person, 
and  every  consideration,  which  does  not  further  his  aims  in  prey- 
ing upon  the  public.* 

It  is  pitidble  to  hare  to  realise  that  men  and  women  of  the 
most  abandoned  lives  are  still  permitted  both  daily  and  nightly  in 
prowl  about  our  streets  polluting  some  of  the  moiit  beautiful 
devotional  songs  by  the  base  uses  to  which  they  apply  them,  and 
dragging  about  with  them  children  of  whose  health  they  are 
utterly  regardless,  and  whom  they  educate  in  the  worst  forms  of 
depravity. 

*  Au  additional  iucitlfnit  or  two  h'om  perxi^Dal  9X|i«im<nc«  inny  poiwibly  be 
of  some  eenioe  to  the  iiidisoriminftte  slmsgirer. 

A  little  time  ago  a  woman,  lusding  a  rbtlil  by  the  hauil.  was  obtaining 
Alms  in  th«  Btrp«t«,  S^eiuf;  that  ah^  Irotii  tim«  to  time  Hpplied  a  raj;  to  the 
ereci  of  tho  chilli,  aUdy  went  up  tohorloiuHwrtain  tbecuaae.  Thtr  womnnaatd 
that  t}ie  child  was  sfliictfld  with  "  blight."  It  waw,  in  fact,  apparent  that  tba 
foot  little  creature  wax  jnifl'tinne  ttom  some  torrihli'  form  of  ophthalmia,  nod 
ou^ht,  B4  tbe  lady  forcibly  told  tho  woman,  to  have  b««Q  taki^ii  to  eoin» 
hospital  or  diqwnsaiy,  where  aho  would  have  boan  proporly  sttoiidod  to.  No 
polioeman,  however,  being  Dear,  thv  wouiaa  perntted  in  makiug  a  nuuitut 
out  of  tho  child's  HuiTmngn. 

llimd  begnin  are.  unhappily,  aniouK  the  most  profligato  of  the  tnuudicaut 
fratamtty.  Thoir  iutinnity  bnn^  them  in  such  a  protitablo  rotoru,  that  all 
tboir  wont  taRt«s  aru  pnudurud  to  uud  «ucourag«d  by  the  panuiituH  wuh 
whom  they  are  aaaociiited. 

A  fvw  years  ago,  thon>  uned  to  be  stationed  in  Portman  Square  a  man 
commonly  knowu  a«  lilhui  Jurk,  who  uaed  to  indulge  his  pulrotiH  with  tjiw 
picasaut  Gotiou — derived,  no  duubt,  from  i^omo  older  V-j^giu- — that  ho  had  toat 
hi*  night  while  aerrinK  with  th»  Kritinh  urnxy  in  Kgrpt  at  th<«  b^inniiijt  of 
thiH  century,  calmly  ipinrui^  the  fact,  that  if  hu  wati  m  arms  at  tha  period  in 
queation  it  must  barn  liwn  in  thoti^  of  hin  muthi^r.  A  pmraonal  IneiKl  w.t^ 
in  the  bahic  uf  giving  him  a  nmmli  weekly  i^tim.  One  summer's  night  thi^ 
friend  wa«  returning  on  foot  from  a  tlHialn.*  whi.'ii  a  imtart  iihower  overtook 
bim  io  the  neiphbourhood  of  Portman  Square,  He  ran  int-ia  puhlic-hnuw 
for  ahelter,  and  tbrre  found  lUiTid  Joj:k  considurably  Bdvanovd  in  his  cups. 
Aeoottang  him,  he  told  him  that  be  had  hitherto  beon  in  the  habit  of  oiwiating 
bim  regubixly,  Iwlioviiig  him  tn  be  a  deserving  ciharBoter,  aud  that  be  wae 
tmry  to  be  und«cniveil  by  linoljng  him  in  such  a  romlition.  "  You've  beea 
in  the  habit  of  aHsifiting  me  mgularly ! "  eaid  fUind  Jaek  with  a  hioooogh,  and 
ludng  a  hjmdful  of  small  silver.  "  Thfn  you'rr  a  joUy  good/tUow.  H^httt'lt 
taki  to  drink  r* 
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Crime  of  every  claas  is  within  the  scope  and  practice  of  tl 
vagrant,  ranging  from  the  robbery  of  the  infant  of  the  cherishf 
halfpenny  which  is  to  buy  him  sweets,  to  the  murder  of  the  nn- 
offending  working  man  whose  little  savings  the  tramp  coveta-* 
The  receiver  of  stolen  goods  is  rightly  held  to  be  a  greater 
criminal  than  the  thivf,  and  similarly,  the  indisorimimite  alms- 
giver  must  be  deemed  to  be  more  blameworthy  than  the  be^v. 
If  there  were  no  iudiscriuiinate  almsgivera,  there  would  be  no 
beggars. 

To  meet  a  Ule  of  distress  by  a  small  gift  of  money,  is  the 
merest  mockery,  and  no  more  contributes  to  rescue  the  recipiont 
from  puupertsm,  than  does  the  casting  of  uhips  of  wood  to  u 
droniiing  man.  So  long  as  the  indueemente  to  TSgruicy  and 
mendicity  are  superior  Co  the  punishments  inflicted  for  indulging 
in  them,  the  vagrant  and  mendicant  will  continue  to  cziat,  and 
will  continue  to  give  uncontrolled  licence  to  inelinalloDs  which, 
however  bod  they  may  be>  ore  oncouraged  and  subsidised  bj  their 
supporters. 

While  attesting  the  fact,  that  all  legishition  hitherto  directed 

to  the  repression  of  vagrancy  and  mendicity  has  Puiled  in  its  effect, 

1  have  ventured  to  express  an  opinion,  thut  a  remedy  yet  remains 

to  be  tested.     Penal  logitdation  has  been  tried,  but  reformatorj 

I(>giahition,  which  has  been  applied  with  good  results  to  the  juvenile 

vagrant,  hiw  not  yet  been  extended  to  the  adult.      The  duration 

of  the  reformatory  process  would  have  to  depend  upon  the  degree 

of  curability  of  the  patient.      The  powers  of   detention  would 

thereforo  have  to  be  elastic  enough  to  admit  of  the  speedy  return 

to  social  life  of  those  whose  cases  appeared  to  justify  it,  and  the 

equally  speedy  re-incarceration  of  those  who  abuued  the  confidence 

placed  in  them.     While  in  the  majority  of  cases  I  believe  a  cure 

would  sooner  ur  Later  be  effected,  I  should  be  quite  prepured  to 

tind  that  a  residuum  existed  which  no  etibrt  of  philanthropy 

could  permanently  improve.     In  this  case  I  can  only  say  that  it 

is  manifestly  better  that  such  moral  lepers  should  be  under  a 

restraint,  tempered  only  by  the  safeguards  which  they  themwlvu 

*  The  instanMS  nf  iriinler  by  trAmpft  urR  num^Toiiit  Tlio  following  u* 
two  vf  the  most  cruel  QxajnpleH  in  recent  yean.  lu  May.  IS'O,  EDUOMnnd 
Mitrtih&U,  &u  iridiixtnouH  lAw-knnith,  hin  wifo,  itii>t«r.  mother,  and  thne 
vtuldren  were  murdered,  for  the  sake  of  |>Iuiidpr.  at  1>eiihain.  near  Uxbridge, 
by  ft  trkinp  numod  Jobri  0«<^.  In  July,  1H7N,  Williatn  Watkitis,  ■  turn 
lubourer,  hia  vifo,  aiul  thrtm  rhildmu  were  tnuidered  at  LlkUgibby,  tiemt 
Vak,  by  a  tnuiip  tiRmed  JoMfih  Gu-cia. 
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proveil  to  be  indispensnble  rather  than  that  they  ehould  be 
t»uffered  to  roam  about  the  world,  not  only  to  do  mischiof  on  their 
owQ  account,  but  also  to  propa(^at«  their  evil  inHuenocs. 

It  would  Doverthelew  be  »  mistake  for  the  State  to  undertake  a 
greater  rcspoasibility  in  dealing  with  the  question  than  it  now 
does  in  the  caso  of  Incluetrial  Schoola,  becau!«(<  if  the  plan  will 
bear  the  test  of  experiment,  it  will  in  all  probability  reoeiTe  the 
eupjrart  of  philanthropic  people  on  principles  similar  to  Industrial 
tSchouIs,  and  it  mugt  bo  evident  that  to  interest  the  pubL'c  in  the 
solution  of  the  matter  is  essential  to  the  plan,  in  order  to  limit  the 
temptations  to  which  the  beggar  is  now  exposed  by  the  unthinking 
altnsgiver. 

From  a  financial  point  of  view,  the  aaving  would  be  very  groat. 
The  vagrant  and  beggar  now  coat  the  conimuuit}'  a  large  sum 
annually  in  the  provision  which  has  to  bo  made  for  ihcm  inwork- 
liouseH  mid  f^noh,  and  the  value  of  their  depredations  amounts  to  a 
considenible  ye^irly  sum.  This  is  wholly  irrespective  of  the  con- 
tributions in  money  of  which  they  arc  the  recipients,  the  amount 
of  wliich  in  Kugland  and  Wales  was  long  ago  estimated  at 
£3,000,UU0*  yearly,  and  which  ta  without  doubt  nut  an  oxcossive 
computation  in  the  present  day. 

If  this  largo  sum  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  were  devoted  to 
promoting  a  system  of  co-operation  amongst  the  toilers  at  the 
EoB^end  of  London,  and  in  many  other  localities,  we  should  uu 
longer  hear  of  women  earning  one  penny  per  thousand  for  making 
paper  bags,  and  twopence  farthing  per  gross  fyr  making  match- 
boxes, while  the  middlemen  over  them  arc  amassing  large  fortunes. 

To  Save  these  people,  who  are  numbered  by  thousands,  from  the 
cruel  life  and  Lingering  deuth  to  which  they  are  condemned  bv 
the  "  sweating  "  system  would  be  a  noble  work  of  philanthropy. 
The  TicahouB  penny  or  shilling  improvidently  bestowed  on 
such  poor  people  would  be  worse  than  U!^;leBS,  it  would  simply 
make  them  hunger  tor  more  without  lifting  them  out  of  their 
wretchedness. 

By  amajt.sing  all  the  idle  pennies  which  now  go  to  support  the 
wurthlees  beggar,  an  East-end  institute  might,  however,  be  ruii«od, 
not  by  hands,  but  by  intelligent  and  energetic  personal  exertion  to 
improve  the  condition  of  its  inhabitants,  which  would  transcend  in 
usefulness  and  beneficence  any  which  has  yet  been  dcvi.scd. 

•  See  p.  232. 
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Pending  the  neceasary  legisUtinn  on  the  subject  of  vagrancr, 
iomething  mtiy,  howevcrj  yet  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  present 
condition  of  things.  Supporters  of  nitaaions  to  the  heathen  mvf 
Ifam  from  the  oTidenoe  quoted  in  the-ae  pages  that  it  is  not  nece»> 
ftary  to  send  to  Africa  to  meet  with  the  object  of  thoir  beneToIent 
xeul.  Ho  exists  in  rank  luxuriance  at  their  own  doors.  No 
foreign  heathen  can  compare  with  him  in  bis  utter  disrc^rd  of 
religioD,  in  his  obscenity  of  language,  and  in  his  otter  bnttalitjr 
und  filthiness  of  life  and  action.  He  is  now  daily  di^harged  Wh 
from  the  workhouse  and  from  the  foul  dens  in  which  he  lodges,* 
utterly  friendlew,  utterly  uncared  for,  and  left  to  pursue  the  broad 
path  to  evil,  without  being  offered  the  elightost  eucuurugemeal 
to  a  coutrary  course.  Suraly  hero  is  a  fine  field  for  missionary 
effort.  To  rucluim  such  sovagea  would  be  a  work  of  mercy  to 
them  and  of  kiudnees  to  society. 

It  may  seem  to  some  people  that  the  opioioa  I  have  expressed 
in  the  opening  of  the  fourteenth  chapter  that  tho  deserving  and 
really  necessitous  poor  uev^r  beg  is  a  matter  which  may  admit  of 
debate.  All  I  can  say  in  support  of  it  is,  that  in  the  course  of  mv 
experience,  which  extends  to  sereral  thousauds  of  oaaes,  I  hart 
never  yet  mot  with  a  beggar  who  was  driven  to  beg  by  sheer  want 
or  misfortune,  nor  have  1  encountered  any  one  who  after  inveetiga- 
tion  had  ever  found  one  in  such  a  case.  Amongst  the  nomorons 
friends  I  havo  tested  on  the  subject  was  tho  late  Mr.  Homsby 
Wright,  whose  genuine  philanthropy  was  of  the  widest  oxteoL 

A  still  stronger  testimony  of  the  fallacy  of  popular  judgment  in 
matters  of  destitution  was  furnished  mo  by  the  Utc  Dr.  Hord- 
wickc,  tho  Coroner  for  Central  Middlesex,  who  told  mo,  in  answer 
to  inquiries  occasioned  by  tho  suspicious  a^eot  of  certain  cases, 
in  which  verdicts  of  death  from  starvation  had  bcon  recorded,  that 
in  his  oBcial  experience  ho  had  never  met  with  a  cose  of  storvo- 
ration  arising  from  an  inability  to  obtain  the  necessaries  of  life, 
but  from  an  inability  toutilino  them,  brought  about  by  debauchery 
or  by  disease  engendered  by  debauchery.  This  by  no  moans 
implies  that  there  are  not  people  who  die  by  slow  starvation,  but 
inquests  are  never  held  on  them,  because  they  have  died  a  lingcr- 

*  Undsr  th«Oainrnou  Ijodg^ing  HouseaAots,  1161  and  18&3(ll  and  l&Vto., 
rap.  28,  sad  l<t  and  IT  Vio..  cap.  41),  Uio  metropuliuiu  poUuQ  luivo  full  pawvt 
Ui  iufipoct  suob  huiww,  and  to  <Mtu<w  thvm  ta  \iv  ki.-pt  iu  gfH>il  Hitnitanr  oou- 
ditiou ;  but.  judji^l  by  reoent  revelations,  it  seems  very  duubtldl  if  tltsN 
powurs  aro  adoi^UMtely  sxorciMil. 
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iiig  death  in  the  cuuree  of  nature.  Too  proud  to  obtrude  t^ieir 
uiiaforluues  on  etratigers,  the}'  go  silently  down  to  the  grave.  But 
the  iuUiBcriminate  ulmsgiver  i»  powerless  to  rescue  theui,  for  tliuy 
would  not  for  one  moinont  adopt  tho  methods  which  stimulate  him 
to  action.  As  a  working  man  in  bis  hour  of  need  once  almost 
fiercely  imid  lo  Mr.  Ilornfiby  Wright,  "  Coneidoring  who  gets 
tlie  lion'n  share,  I'd  die  on  u  doorstop  boforo  I'd  accept  '  dirty ' 
charity."" 

Luther  in  his  preface  to  the  Lihor  Vnffrtioj-um  admirably  sums 
np  the  whole  matter  when  he  eays,  "  KvBrybody  should  be  pru- 
dent and  cautious  in  dealing  with  beggars,  and  leurn  that,  whereas 
people  will  not  give  and  help  honest  paupers  and  needy  neigh- 
boiira,  as  ordained  by  God,  they  give,  by  the  persuasion  of  the 
devil,  and  contrary  to  Ood's  judgment,  ten  times  as  much  to 
vagabonds  and  desperate  rogueti." 

The  opinion  of  the  Ren'reud  Jamet  Jlerivt/^  who  in  the  last 
century  was  remarkable  for  his  gentleness,  fervent  piety,  and 
sulf-dcnying  benevolence,  is  even  more  emphatic  on  the  subject. 

"  Towards  the  distressed  but  industrious  poor  I  would  cultivate 
a  tender  and  ever-yeaming  compassioQ  ;  I  would  anticipate  their 
compUuuts ;  and,  as  a  wicred  writer  directs,  would  crcn  seek  to  do 
them  good.  But  as  to  common  beggars,  I  frankly  own  that  I 
look  upon  it  as  my  duty  to  discourage  such  oumbcrors  of  thu 
ground.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  lusty  drones,  and  tbolr 
habitual  begging  is  no  better  than  a  Kpocious  robbing  of  the  public 
hive.  Fur  such  vintdi/  Bupplicuots,  who  arc  ublu  to  undergo  the 
fatigue  of  travelliag  ;  able  to  endure  the  inclcineiicieB  of  the 
weather ;  and  consequently  much  more  able,  were  tbey  equally 
willing,  to  exorcise  themselves  in  some  spccioR  of  laudable  itidustry ; 
for  these  tho  Aowsc  of  i-orrection  would  be  a  far  more  salutary  pro- 
vision than  any  «upply  from  our  tJible  ;  and  ronjhiement  to  hhour 
a  much  mure  bonoriciul  charity  than  the  liberality  of  the  purse.  We 
should  remember  and  Ou-jf  should  be  taught  that  the  law  ordained 
by  the  court  of  heaven  is,  1/  a  man  wUi  not  leork,  imther  nhall  he 
etti.f  If  then  we  contribute  to  support  them  in  idleness,  do  wo  not 
counteract  and  frustrate  this  wise  regulation  establiabed  by  the 
great  Sovereign  of  the  universe  ?  Is  it  not  also  a  trro/ig  to  the 
dp-serving  poor  if  we  suffer  these  wens  on  tho  body  politic  to  draw 
off  the  nourishment  which  ought  to  circulate  amongat  the  valuable 

*  "  CoofoBBions  of  ui  Old  Alma^iTer,"  i^.  !^.  t  •  The«a.  Ui,  10. 
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able  to  Inbour,  upon  pnin  of  imprraolinient.  (Itep«tilri1  21  Jminvm  I . 
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£1(1  or  iinjiiiaoHmci't  fur  twnnt^'  daya;  3nd  offcnua  £:£0  ur  pillocv  ; 
3nl  olFuiK-o  £4<J  or  pillory,  Iom  u(  an  cur  and  inlainy.     (Itcpoalea  0 

Waa,  IV.  c.  liW,  a.  2) 

I  ft  4  EbWAKS  VJ.  [lMg-.au).— C.  15.  AgHioat  false  projdwci**  foondrd  oD 
nmiii,  biid((i!«,  ntlAtiuK  to  tho  Kim[,  f<ir  tlin  piirpoMi  of  niBioif  inaur- 
rt-clLoaa.     ^KoiieHlod  SUt.  Law  IKvv.  Act,  18C3i        ....       ISA 

3  &  I  EiiWAtiu  Vt.  ilMLi-50).— C.  16     Far  the  puniHbraenC  of  va^borida 

and  other  idle  lR.-xM>na.     B^riree  and  umaiida  '23  Hen.  VII  I.e.  12. 

<R«IMl»d21  J-tneal.  o.2H,a.  n>    .  .      D4.  9&,  08.  100,  IDA 

3  ft  4  Edwaju)  VI.  (I540-5O)— <;.  22,  «.  4.  Jouraeynen  cloUiui*,  weav-rai, 

tuik'tB,  and  idiiwiriakoiv,  nit  to  b«  hired  for  lea*  than  a  (|(iart«r  oi  a 

rvat ;  punnlty  hup  tn*4iLli  a  imprimnrniint  and  finu  ol  (irtty  ahillinga. 

il(«,*«WSt,it.  1-iw  It-v.  A..I,  1863t 102 

6  ft  »  Er>wvKi>  VI.  (i.^51-<>2).— C.  2.  T^>  raaflra  22  Ucn.  VIIl.  k.  12.  and 

•i&\  Kd«.  VI.  o.  10.  ..od  to  appoint  co^loclorB  uf  alma.     (Bapoalad 

biau  Ijaw  Bkv.  AcX,  \'i£A\ M 
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6  ft  G  KnwAitn  VI.  (IS5N2]. — C.  21.  jlniaBt  Uulten,  [Milkn,  and  fuch-Uko 

viC(r>tit  pmmnit.     (lUjpcaJod  1  Ja'tie*  I,  o.  35,  a.  7)  . 

7  EcwABi)  VI.  [IM2-3).— C.  n.   To  wutinue  the  3  4  *  Etlw.  VI.  e.  16,  till 


yd 
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thi'  mzt  lieiidion  al  pKrliamflnt.  {]t«p(«l«<I  KUI.  Ltvr  \lov.  Act,  1863) 

J  Uaxv  (1.>SH}.— Sut,  'i.  «.  13.  To  uootiDUU  6  &  6  Kdw.  VI.  c.  2,  unlil  Lbs 

euil  i>f  ui^xt  i'HrUiiiauut.     (KepwUwl  Sut.  Law  B«v.  Att.  1863)        .        97 

t  &  SPiiiUf  &  31aht  (16fii).— 0.  -1.  Forth«  piminhmi  nt  o>  MrUic  pTieoos 

CHllinglh«ui8i>lv<-a  KByiiliaiu.     (E.-]vaI^  19  &  '20  Viut.  o.  ii4)  97,  M» 

2  &  3  P«ii  11-  &  M«HY  (|.»65;.— U.  6.  To  conflrui  wid  wnen.l  H  H"ii.  VIII. 
c.  1'2.  aivl  3  &  i  £<lvr.  VI.  o.  16.  Tu  cuntiuuv  until  tlii.'  uiid  uf  Ihe 
fiiHl  HDiGion  of  the  iifixt  Puluttnont.  (,Iiti£>ualL-d  StaL  Law  Ker.  Act, 
1BG.1)        .         .         .         .         ■ m.  Hit,  IDO,  17i 

I  &  6  PuiLti'  A:  Maut  (inQT).— O.  g.  To  timtinun  2  ft  S  Phil,  ft  Uiir.  c.  S. 

(ItopmieilSlAi,.  Law  Uwv,  Act.  IHdS) &» 

6  ELUAunu  (15il2-3).-C.  3.  Ti>  waflrm  and  sm»Dd  i'i  Btm.  VtU. «.  12, 
Mid  .1  ft  4  F.dir.  VI.  r.  16.  To  lontinon  until  tiiu  end  uT  iJixi  tint 
acMiuu  uf  Hut  nest  Piu-HauiL-nt.  [I^-prjd..a  U  Elu.  c.  A,  s.  l|      l(P(l,  1(>(J,  ITfi 

6  KuKAHKTii  (I5GJ-:i).^C.  4.  Wi4(«ti  uf  survtuiU,  luboimrB,  and  nr  Ificon  ta 
l>u  tiKMnitud  ty  iht-  Jiulitivs,  Mrvants  taking  inoru  tiiua  u  laxvi  to  bo 
puninbcd.     lltipeiUd  *J  lUcb.  II.  a.  8.     (IU>vealf^  3tt  ft  3S  Vicl.  o.  BS, 

B.  I7f Ifll 

5  EuxAnnTH  jl.U3*3).'— ^.  15.    AgWRlt  fillw  pn>[<hiK3<»  fonndad  un  •nun, 

tHidtfoi,  ftu.,  rokUiiff  to  th«  Qoocn,  fur  Uio  putfJOM  of  nlsmK  Insur- 
rettiDiu.     (lti^|iQaled8tat.  UvUer.  Act,  lHt>3)        ....      135 

5  Elixakitii  (1o62-!i). — C.  10.  Agaiaat  punmna  praclUing  witiThcriift.     (Ra- 

p«ul«l  I  JB,mMl.(;.  1^) ]:J4 

S  EiJZABBTU  (10^2-3),  — U.  20.    For  tho    iiuniNbinent  of  vnfjabaidc    cnlllng 

thdinwlvcs  e«}'ptinn>i.     (Kepon.k'd  23  <}vo.  III.  l'.  &I]        10:f,  l\>9.  GOu,  003 

H  liLlZAHXTii  {1^12).-^;.  a.  For  thi:  [luninliiucnU  i)t  vagahonda  irad  fu.i  ihe 
i«lie4  of  uio  pwor  sud  iiupul'.'iit.  To  ^\iutiuu«  ivt  eciveQ  yen*  aud 
thanoe  lothit  ead  of  Uia  hl-xL  ParliitiDttDt.  Ki')ieaLi:22  Hen.  VLU. 
c  IX;  a  ft  4  ^dw.  VI.:  &  K1>e.  c.  3.  (So  much  of  thia  Ait  ii«  i^in< 
oaXDM  Iha  gariiiTi)^.  liKring  thmngh  tii*  mr,  mid  lirnth  (in  U]u  .wi-uud 
deKrwt)  of  vnKnl^inln,  T<.iM.iili'd,  :ifi  KltK.  c.  7,  v.  0  i  •<«  (OUC<(^itu  the 
imnielimpnt  of  vaeabondH,  Z'J  k-Ut.  c.  i)      .      106.  116,  121,  HT,  344,  *;i 

18  Klizaiiktii  (I576-tJ).~0.  3.  Kor  the  Htling  of  tho  poor  on  woik  and  (or 
the  uvuulinx  iif  idlenuM.  To  cuntinui:  (»r  at-vitii  yum  and  thcnc«  tO 
tlie  «tvd  of  lliu  next  Parliiineot.  jtlaolinK,  boring  through  tW  iiar, 
Mul  duath  (in  tliu  aurond  doiirw)  of  vajpibood*.  rvpi-ulud  uy  3->  Klix. 

C.  7,  anti  thn  r«miiinilp.r  by  Ktal.  I«w  Ucv.  Aut.  18631        .         .US,  US 

38  BLiUBkru  (IjU3-1].  -(_'.  ".  m.  6  ^  7.    Pcnaltii'^  "f  impriftonmiiit,  fto.,  of 

ngHliarida  ondor  ntAtuti^a  14  Klis.  c.  a,  IH  I'Jlii;.  i^  ;t,  nnnatcd,  Pu- 
mutimcut  uf  vs^lwndB  by  wlnppiuK,  uudui'  Ulal.  Ti  Ilea.  VIU.  o. 
12,  B.  2,  fto.,  ranvdd.  To  rontinui;  to  ibo  ood  of  next  ParliiimunL 
(Repealed  8tt>U  Law  Hev.  Ad,  lhr,3) I'Jl 

39  Buxauktii  (I59i-K1.— C.  3.     Of   tlio  o&it-o  and  duly  uf  ovtmtvn  uf  ihe 

poor.  (Rupvulud  Stat.  Law  lUiv.  Act.  1*6^.}  .  .  .  .  .  Vi9 
30  ELnABKTU  ( 16U7.«),— C.  4.  for  tho  puniiihmEat  of  ro^nu-it,  Tiiyabondit,  axA 
Mturdv  bc-^^nDi.  To  contitiuo  to  thn  end  of  tti«  ttrst  Kaaion  of  the 
UDsL  ParliuinuuL.  RiipMiU  7  Hick.  1 1.  c.  6,  lut  to  vii)^bond«;  11  Hun. 
VII.  c.  'i,  ne  to  vaKab'Ddfi.  tContintied  by  •cfnnil  Act*,  and  butt 
by  16  ChArlufl  I.  c.  a,  but  ropoolcd  by  titat.  13  Aiuio  v.  26) 

1U8.  \3-S.  16A.  180,  I8-J 
39  Eluauth  (I£97<8}. — C.  12,  u.  2,  3.  JuBticia  c-nipowctoil  lo  r.itn  wagMt  in 
MMJimii  for  ilivi«iona  of  «biri?«.  IVocliinuitiun  of  thn  ruLtui  to  bw  ouwlo 
by  lh«  dbi-riffB.  (Kfptwlod  Put.  Niw  H.iv.  Aut,  IM63.) 
39  Eluajihtm  (Iua7-S). — C",  U.  Apunnt  l«wd  aiid  wiindcring  p«iMiUi  pro- 
tending tbemwlTW  lo  be-  Mtldieni  and  RiHtinnra.  To  (XKiilinuH  until 
Ilw  «tiu  of  BMt  IVrliaintiit.  (ConticiutHj  by  >««  vnl  Aula,  nod  laA  br 
l«CliarlMl.«.  6;  butropcolAdby  62  Qoo.  III.  c.  31.  and  by6Ufo  IV. 
C  60,  H.  02] 130,  148,  21< 
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43  EuutrrH  (1601).— C  2.  For  tlw  r^iet  of  the  poor.    To  oooliiiiie  nntH 

the  eud  o(  nttxt  Parliunoat .      I3l 

<3  EutAnxm  (IM1|.-^X  S.  ftoldJMV  iind  tiii«rin«m  Ukvn  bn^u^  U>  be  pun- 
blwd  wmnMiuid  ranbonds.  (H(>i)««ded  Stat  Law  il«v.  AH, 
19631 I».  213 

I  J«MU  [.  (l«03-4).— C.  S.  fl.  2.  To  taako  mora  cff-dnnt  fi  Rlii,  c.  4.  L«- 
buioon,  wMTCra,  fpJOD>>r>.  bimI  «(irlEni*ii'B  wn^v*  tn  T>«  ntt*«l  bf  tli« 
Inatimi.  ProcLtmatinns  to  b«  made  by  ibo  tariff  of  the  ma  of 
waKM.     [KepOAlM]  19  ft  SO  rid.  c  61} tM 

I  Janiuil.  |l4l)a-4).— 1\  7.  tV  UuicoDtiiiUJuironil  triplanaUon of  39  KIIb.  f. 
4.  (CwitinueU  by  3  Cluurlwl.c.  4,  a.  2.i  ;  1«  tTiatlMiI.r,  3  ;  bnl  rt- 
UMled  by  13  Aiin«.  c.  2fi) )3I,  148.  IM.  IM,  US 

1  JAHnl.  (LC03-4).-r.  IS.  A^iTiRtroiuBtntion,  triVhcnrt, and lieaHog  villi 
flvU  and  wicked  apirita.  HopiMla  6  Elix.  c.  16.  (aepoalcd  ft  Geo.  fl. 
c.  5,  ■.  I) 18« 

I  Jam»  1.  (1603-4).— C.  2ft.  To  ooniinaa  39  Ktii.  c  IT,  and  explain  39  Elia. 
r.  4,  A.  10.  To  rfiotiutie  to  the  aid  of  the  flnt  mmaa  of  the  nnst 
I^limuMit  IWads  fi  ft  0  Edw.  VI.  c.  21.  (Repealed  HUL  Uw 
Ror.  Act,  1863) H,  IM.  13» 

1  JamuI.  (IM3-4).— C.  31.  PcrtOMialeotedti-llhtlwplagueandcoinnwadM 
to  ke«n  honw.  going  abroad,  to  be  pnoieluid.  (Rcpoalod  7  Will.  IV. 
and  1  Viot.  c:-  91.  B.  41 ISA 

3  iiMM  t.  (laOK'S].— C.  21.  To  rpKtniin  thi-  abiUM  of  plaTcn.     (Repealnl  6 

A  7  Vict.  «.  68.  B.  1) 13* 

<  Jambs  1.  |1601f-10}.~C.  I.  Fortbedneoaocotionotdiven  Iaw«  and  itatBte* 
bbrntiifOTf  nut<It^ngiiinAt  lagVM.  Tngahonila.  and  rtimlf  he^sgan,  and 
dLIiit  iL-wd  and  idie  perauiu.  To  ccMiUnue  for  mvpo  f  cant,  Mul  from 
UiriK'c  to  the  end  or  thi.>  ii«it  wwaon  of  PnrlintiHmL  (Coatiiuu<d  hy 
3  C;iitirlM  1. 1-.  Q,  •.  23  ;  16  CliurlM  I.  o.  4  ;  Id  port  ropealod  by  13 
Anne,  c.  26,  a.  tt,  and  4  Gto.  IV.  o.  64  :  alUjgetber  ropoakd  b;  8ut. 
Law  VU-«.  &<A,  IMS)  ...,..,.        140,  183 

21  Jameb  I.  (1623-41.— C.  M.  a.  II.    EcponU  23  Kdw.  in.  8W.  1.  o.  T.  25 

Kdw.  III.  Stat.  I.e.  7;  J  Rich.  ILf.5;  12  Rich.  ll.r,-.S.*.  H  .  2i 
H<Mi.  VI.;  II  Hon-Vn.  c.  J;  PJ  Uen.  VTl.  t.  13;  27  Ili-n.  VUI. 
P.  28,  in  nut ;  3  &  4  Kdw.  IV.  c.  16. 

1  Charuh  I.  (1023).— C.  I.  Fur  iiuniihiiig  diTvn  abuaa fSKsmittad  on  Sob- 

dav.     (nepealedinpart  8int.  IjtwTUtT.  Act,  1663)  .        .        .        .       It7 

S  Cmaklm  I.(lfi2S).— CO.  To  rantifiuf  S'J  Eliz.  c.4  (asantoidfdby  I  Jamotl. 
c.  26,  and  7  Jtunw  I.  r.  4],  iind  I  .UniiDi  I.  v..  6.  until  tho  etui  of  the 
fint  •uuion  of  ovxt  Pariiuciii-nt.  (B^-pealed  Htat.  I^w  Rev.  Act, 
1863) 14T.IM 

16  CuARLU  I.  (1641).— G.  4.  To  continaa  all  Act*  »intiiiiic>l  l>y  .t  Chariea  I. 
c.  6,  until  Mnne  vHitt  Act  Im  mndi?  tuudiinK  the  SLatat«a  m  con- 
tinued.    (R«]>e«lo>l  SUt.  Law  Iti.>v.  Act,  1863.)         ....      148 

22  CiiAKLiH  I.  (IflIT).— C.  07.  Common  pIhT'Tv  to  be  pudibed  ai  roeww      .       lU 

22  CHAKum  T.  (1047).  Fortho  Mtidt  and  «ni|>li>ym<!nt  oi  the  poor,  anil  tiw 

paniakment  of  vaffrantB  and  other  diaaTilflilypenooi         .         .         ,       t6<l 

23  Cmaju-di  J.  (164lt).— C.  100.  CommoD  players  to  fw  ptuiwbud.aa  rogaci^ 

wh^ither  thoy  an>  wund^irftin  or  not IW 

CtfiuioNWRALTB  (l(i6«).— 0.  31.  AgaJnA  vagntntfl  and  wandohnsi  idle,  dino- 

luU<pci»i>n» 161.  Sis 

13  &  UChauusII.  (IflCS;.— C.  12.  m.16,  U,  18,23.  To  procVTv  due  «xc<ru- 
tion  of  39  KlJK.  f.  4.  and  1  Jmuea  L  c.  7.  Ordcn  a  r«ward  of  two 
ahillinn  tor  the  appnhenmon  of  oooh  beggar.  To  continue  untU 
Mar  29.  ItiSfr,  and  thcniw  to  Uii>  end  of  the  Rnt  BCMioa  of  the  naxt 
PtoliamonU  (lt«pea]ed  SUt.  Uw  Rvr.  Act,  1863»  IM,  172.  IS9.  216,  447 
1£  CitAaiM  ](.  (1603).— C.  2.  Fbmtn  cutting,  Btetdiiig,  or  spuiliaR  wuvd  or 
nnderwood,  for  a  Ant  offonoo  to  nay  a  pmiilty  of  tnn  nhiUingn :  fur 
•  UMUid  to  be  sent  to  hard  IniHiur  u>r  a  [iiontli :  and  (or  n  lli'nt 
tA  b«    d«mnc<l   incurriuitjle    rcirUM.     (Itopealiid    'AH   Uoo.    IV. 

c.  27.  •.  1)  .      . le; 
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I  Jawm  if.  (1681)].— C.  1  j.  Ta  tymtinnR  13  k  H  Cbarlm  H.  c.  13  for  k^vbd 

yean.     (Ri"|>toil«!  in  r«r<  I'V  Slat.  Law  Kct.  Act,  IH'-;!)    .         .  172 

S  WiruAH  A  MjjuT  (lOilll. — (-'.  U . '  t'lir  mijiplyitm  drfn-bi  uf  (hn  iarater  lawo 

for  Uiw  N-rUemi'nl  uf  thu  jmor-    (Ki'ixvilrii  in  [Mut  liv  KUtt.  X^tw  Kgv, 

A.-I,l86i) '.         ...       173 

A  William  &  Mart  (1692). — (.'.  B.    To  rni-uiirago  thd  npprohcnJiiig  ot  high- 

wynioa.     (Ikpwli-d  7  0w.  IV.  u.  6«,  w-  32) ITS 

8  fc9  WiujAK  ITT.  neiie-y"). — C.  30.    Peivomi  n:«t>oi\in«   aima  to  w»ir  a 

Ixidgc.     (Hcpctilcd  in  pArt  50  CiL-o.  III.  c.  &2:  7  ftS  Vict.  0.  101,  1. 

in  ;  fituilW  rfljH-Jiiwi  Ktjit.  Liiw  R..v.  Art,  186;)  .         .         .       173,  HA 

II  &  I2W11J.IAM  ill.  (10PH-9).— C'.  IS,    For  tW  more  effectual  paDiRhmont 

uf  raifraiite.  and  Hbiidili)^  thoni  whilhcr  by  Iilw  tbej-  uu^fat  to  bo  mhU 
To  contintK'  forthrec  ynn  iind  thence  to  tbc  end  of  the  nMtt  iw«doii 
«£  Pnrliiimiut.  (Pcrwiiia  J«.'niwi  ru)^t«  ■nd  vajpibuucU  to  he  dwilt 
with  H«  iJiivciod  by  this  Act.  See  2  &  3  Anne  0.  S.  «.  16  ;  ixmiincHKl 
for  euTcin  y«m  by  i  Aunti  c  32  ;  rcpunJod  Stnt.  Law  Uuv.  Act,  1867) 

IT«.  178,  IHO 
1  A*ne(170^).— St.  2.  c.  13.    To  make  moro  pfTpttufil  the  Stntuto  11  Will. 
II  I.  C.  18.     To  •■'jntinne  Top  thn^  yi«rn  nticl  Lhmn'ii  lu  thii  rnd  «f  Uis 
aual  iiGwioD  of  rarliiiiin.'iH.     (Ri^piiiUvd  fl  Ovu.  I V.  t.  ilO.  n.  02)         .       178 

5  A  3  AmtB  (1 703),— C.  6,  a.  16.   I'araont  adjuilged  ro?UL»  and  viinrnbunda  by 

30  Elii.  c.  4,  to  be  iaki^D  uj)  fur  thu  mm  M-rvicc,  lu'conlin^  to  Ht«l. 

11  Will.  III.o    18.     (11«immM  6ft  6  Will.  IV.  r.  lit.  «.  I)  US 

i  Arxb  (1706).— C.  32.  For  lliu  L-utilliiutin.<.-t<  of  lite  Iuwh  for  the  punisJunent 
of  vn^ranta.  nnd  for  mitkin^  aiich  ln«-e  mors  pffwtunl.  To  cuiitiiiue 
fur  mevfii  yniM  nnd  IbiTicu  to  Ihc  cud  of  the  next  ((liaion  of  Pnrliu- 
mcnit.     (K«i)«tlBd  SUt.  Law  Klv.  Ait,  1867] flSS 

13  Akks  (1*13).— C  30.  I'or  ndiii'lng  thi^  Inw  ix-lntiiiit  to  roD;iiiw,  vugs- 
bonds,  fltunly  bogmn,  iukI  viLjirruittf  into  (nm  Act  of  PurUitini'ut, 
ftod  for  th^inoTi'^ott'Amuilpiinliifiingkui'h  nnpiDii,  mipLbondit,  Htunly 
Iw^Ig*!*!  luid  vuffrttnta,  nod  v«udiit;t  Hhio  whitticr  ibvy  Diijflit  tti  bu 
Bcnt.  B«)[>eab  31)  I^liz.  c.  4  :  I  Janwe  I.  c.  7 ;  1  James  I.  c.  i,  in 
purl.  (KetH.-aLcd  13  (icio.  II.  c.  24,  s.  3C.  I'ablJcly  whipping  finnnlo 
offrndrn.  nbolinbLtl  by  1  Of<>.  TV.) 180,  ISfi 

I  OcoBOB  I-  (KlOl  — t'.  13.  «.  6.  Jlecthirta  ur  othvra  may  c«nti«ct  with 
persona  of  the  nge  o£  tlftcn.  and  trndor  iwdily-oniD,  to  eervo  thorn  in 
Amorirn  for  oicht  yfnn.     (itopoftlod  7*8  0*'(j.  TV.  c.  '27,  a.  1) 

fi  Omkoi  I.  (17)7).— 0.8.  Fur  th«  more  effecttul  ndiuf  of  wivwi  andehil- 
drvn  deserted  by  huabands  or  mrents         ...... 

6  OuRUE  I.  (171)^].— C.  19,  H.  2.  Juitiii-v«  may  ocmimlt  vngninta,  Jcc  tv  Iho 

common  gnol  or  home  of  i^orrection.  (Kepeolod  6\a.l.  Law  Rev.  Act, 
imi.) 

7  OsoxoB  I-  (ITI'J). — C.  7-  For  pntwirt-inKnnd  eneoun^inai  th^  woullen  and 

■iUc  uioiLufiuitutea.    (Kcpoiilud  t^tul.  Law  B«v.  Act.  ISQT) 

ISRioftnB  1.  (l7:je-7).— 0.33.  End  gathorora  bnyicr  and  receiving  ends  of 
yurn,  wofts,  Ihmins,  nni  other  refuse  cJnlh,  )fc(^.,  on  ronvichon  to  be 
dcrnii-d  iui-un-i^ible  ruKiuse.     (Rapivlad  3  &  4  Will.  IV.  c.  38) 

70eoiuikII.)  1734).— C. 31.  (  or  the  more  offetluml  punishment  of  aewulta 
with  intent  to  commit  robburv.  (ItApoftlod  4  Geo.  IV.  0.  64, 
^  S) ■ 192 

B  Obokob  n.  (173V).— C.  6,  a.  1.     Re|wab  I  Jrunt*  1. 1-.  13. 

10  GkOBOB  JI.  (1736-7). — C'.  le,  ■.  1.  i*ta.f^  nlnyera  actins -within  flvomiI<>B 
of  the  tTnireriitiw  of  Oxford  DrCnmbridgo,  to  boOM-nioO  n>gnos«nd 
TBL'Aliond-i.     (Repealed  ti  A  7  Vi^t.  c.  118,  o.  1) 19'.' 

lOUaOfcaBll.  (I73Q-T).— (-!.  28.    St»fre.  plny^m  who  perform  for  gitio  in  a 

fJaeewhurv  they  havu  no  wiltlotnvnt,  wilhoatk-ttenpoknt  or  licence 
mm  Ibn  l»rd  Chambftrlnin.  lo  be  dncmfd  ro{;uo^  and  vagiibonile. 

(Rriiealed  6*7  Vict.  c.  68,  a.  I) \»h,  236 

12  Oboilob  II.  (l7'iS-9). — C.  'i9.  To  anthorim  the  vhargM  for  maintnining 
and  eonveyiog  vatcntnl*  to  be  paid  out  of  llie  Hvni-'nU  vountv  rate. 
(Repcukd  ill  part  A3  Geo.  HI.  c.  1)3.  ».  1  :  MG.>o.  Ill.r.  nl,\.  IT: 
U  ft  la  net.  C.  81,  a.  1;  Slat.  I-ftW  liev,  Act,  ISO.)         .         .        .       197 
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UGsdBinU.  (ITaa-9}— C.  ai.  Pemnoa  loiuhng  abosC  tbo  cilyei  Tbtth, 
nlW  being  diachirgod  from  tbo  lioii|)itnl>  to  t>v  dMBMd  *ftg»boDil», 
und  mU  Itcgpn  rtNucttog  16  Uw  uij  tu  1w  l»bl«  lo  b*  wnt  tg  Uil 
bouM  of  oocroclIoB  iur  not  mtm  tbaa  \w«Lv9  uoaUii        ...      197 

IS  Qbobob  II.  (1739-40).— U.  H.  To  amend  and  ctiEotxw  tbo  faivs  nUliti; 
til  ri'guoK,  trngibotuU,  uul  oUicr  idlv  mid  di«'ir<lerl]r  pvnans,  joid  to 
riidiKb  tliii  ounw  iuto  ana  Act  of  PtrlliuBeBt,  alio  to  mhwikI  the  U»t 
nlating  to  bousM  of  ooneutioB.  BepeBls  13  Auiu  c.  IS.  {hfiveaied 
ITUec  II.c.  &,B.  34) !« 

IT  UxuwiK  II.  (174»-4}.— O.  &.  To  rapcal  13  Qeo.  II.  c-.  24,  >nd  to  maend 
and  nuke  m-m  effuvtua]  tbe  Ikwi  lelad&K  to  roguM,  vaiJiilKaidi,  ftod 
oihnr  idto  and  dwordarl;  penons,  ana  to  bowo*  of  oomotioo. 
(RaiMalod  In  part  SM.  Uw  Ucv.  Act,  1867}      110,  202.  30V.  Ill, 

314,  216,  327,98 

2A  OtOROB  II.  (17&1-3}.— C.  36,  a.  IS.  To  «CQpov«r  Jostioea  to  examine  umn 
ontb,  mmooi  apinvbaDdnl  m  nwuaa  aad  mgabouda.  as  lo  ifanr  pUoa 
of  aettiemeai  asd  meaoa  <d  UreJibood.  To  ooDtinw  for  thno  jroan. 
{RoMttledBtot.  LawB«r.  Act,18S7} 

iS  (JBOBOH  II.  (1753).— C.  34,«.  2.  To  amoiid  17  Goo.  II.  hf  antliorUog 
cDualy  trmiiiuers,  ui>t«adof  hlgb  DooftablM,  to  puy  tbacott  of  Mat- 
ing Tairnnis  from  oae  count;  to  another.  {Itopeakid  Stal.  Law  Uof. 
Act,  1867) aw 

38  CiOKOK  II.  (1765).— O.  10.    To  mnke  p»rpetnal  £&  Qm-  U.  n.  36.     (It». 

pealed  titat.  UwR«r.  Act,  ISfiT) JOS,  331 

0  Obouik  111.  f  ITOtl). — 0.  48.  For  tbe  pnnidisuat  of  penwoa  cooTi<4r4  of 
damaging  or  taking  iivs,y  wood  or  underwood,  (fit^oakd  Stat.  Imw 

Bov.  Act,  ISfiT) »H, 

0  GzuHOE  in.  (17fi8). — C.  41-  For  the  pwnisbiwmt  of  poraon*  ooavu-bid 
uf  durtmyuiK  or  ourj-iag  uwiiy  bulliM,  iboraif,  or  qaickaato.  (B»> 
poalod  titM.  Law  Ki^r.  Act,  1S67} 3M, 

22GBoaoB.lIl.  (17<^.C).~C.  A  •.  31.  For  ibo  pr«eccutioa  of  idlo  peTaoa* 
wbo  negloct  to  piovido  £ar  their  JamUiw.  (Bopaoled  8taL.  Uw. 
Ber.  Act,  187 1) 208,  2» 

23GBnauKlII.  (I78S'3).— C.  61.  To  repeal  6  Elk.  c. 'iO  oguiut  |p-]»iM  aOi 

29  Uhokoii  UL  (178~J-3).— C  88.  To  exl«nd  theprovUiuosof  1'  Gra.  11.  c.  & 
to  pBnvma  appivbaiidc<l  witb  Imoli/inmta  of  buofvimabing.  (Bv 
pipitlod  Sui.  Uw  RdV.  Act,  I8Q1] W% 

27  Ohomuc  J II.  [I787j.— C.  1,  ^.  3.  To  «xt(»d  the  proriaiaOd  of  IT  (loo.  II. 
c.  6  lo  {Mmfinn  whti  dr-al  in  IrAti^  tickcibi  wilhoul  lAldng  out  a 
liwiiov.     iIEt-iH-alwl  lOUvo.  in   c.  Ut«,  a.  64) 3)0 

27  OFoune  III.  (1'87).^C.  11.  To  Jtutboriso  the  (.-ommitraiait  of  vnenais 
either  to  tho  common  gaol  or  t}i«  honm  of  cortvLtioo,  oa  ahalf  aeon 
moat  ptugi'T.     (IWadod  SttiU  Uw  Ri^r.  Act.  IflTI)  .         .         .210 

32GiH>iiuB  III.  fl'92).— C.  4JI.  To  ameod  17  Oou.  II.  c.  5  by  oidcriBg 
rogiiDB  and  To^bonda  to  bo  whipped  or  aent  to  the  bo^iao  of  como' 
ti'tn  bcfoTO  boiug  paaacd ;  rowans  for  approhmfion  nut  to  bo  paid 
lioiurfl  puniabmsnl;  faanala  vagabooda  not  to  bo  wrhipp»d:  auldiefa 
and  maruun  fouad  bagging  to  be  daaotod  To^^ubouda ;  puraona 
noglutinK  thob  fainiljaa  to  Iw  dnmcd  idlo  nod  diaordvtly.  (Amcndod 
43  Geo.  lir.  &61.    B«pea]fd8taC  Uw  Bev.  Act,  1K61)  212,311 

36  QBouaH  III.  (17&5). — C.  101.  To  prervmt  Iho  icnoval  of  poor  peraona 
until  thoy  boi'omn  cluu^iabln,  nnd  to  aulburiKi  th«  itUMiicaisian  of  iba 
ruuiuvol  i/f  sick  pvisoDa.  (Itopealed  in  port  by  Stat.  Uw  Bev.  Act, 
1H71) 2l&,316. 32f 

Sfl  &4(l  GioKoii  III.  ||RQO}. — 0^  £0.  P<;nH4U  to  tho  niimbcr  of  twoormirtu 
foniiii  puachintf  in  thv  niitbt,  to  Ixi  d«iVDi«d  roguH  tuid  r«f(abouda. 
(IUl*nIod  i"  (;tH>.  IJI.  c.  1)0,  a.  6) 2(rt 

SG  ftlOGEoaoB  III.  |1tO[i). -C.  87,  a.  12.  Suap(cl«d  peniona  and  rrpntcd 
thiovna  f n.i|iii!titiiiif  tb«  ILivnr  Tbnnii-^  and  Lhu  (|aiiyK,  warrhuusn, 
ix.,  udjuiuiuft,  with  MoriiijiiJ  itjU>nt,  to  Iw  devnied  rogues  and 
vogabotuU.    (Kt^walcd  tiutt.  Uw  Itov.  Act.  t$7L)    ....      310 
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42  Oiu>Ka«III.  (1602).— C.  76.  »■  IB.  ToMctcnd  tbcprovuionsnf  ITflM.  II. 
o.  b  Ui  ill-tlinpriMM)  iiriil  nunpncti^l  [mmvohm,' an<l  niiuletl  thivvfl«,  fre- 
qricntins  jmljlto  jilaL.'iM  with  iutmil  to  I'ornmit  rpJony.  Tw  oontiniio 
till  1S07.     (Ktip<^led  Stat.  Lrw  iCer.  Act,  1861)      .        .        .        .210 

iSOBobftS  III.  [I80S^.— r.  11!>.  I'ononA  iwtting  up  mtKhioroua  games  or 

liittfnmi  to  Im!  lUmnisl  mxim  luid  Ta)|pttH>nd>     ....        SIO,  2^U 

ISGkuitOK  II).  (ISOn).— C.  Ol.  Toaiiiend  3'2  Oft>.  III.  c.  -tu,  iiid  luiilliw 
Boldiiire,  iiuLrtii(«,  aa>l  ouilon.  uid  ttioir  wiv«a,  (larrym^  ci-rtiDcut-s, 
to  n«k  relief  on  thoir  nnit«  homo.  (RopMilod  6tHt.  Law  Bov.  Act, 
IS;^) 212,  236,  237 

46  Obosob  IJI.   (ISOJ). — C-  00,  e.  3.  Vat  the  piinishiDent  of  penous  n^'bu    , 
taikv  avruy  Imrk  Erum  wuixlo  vr  wuvd  ^ruuude.    (Bepoklud  titat.  Law 
ItoT.  Art,  I87i) 20o 

46  QKflKt*  Iir.  (1806). —Cup.  148,  s.  04.  Kcpeols  ■.'"  Oeo.  III.  o.  1,  s.  8. 

4i><}MiuaR  ]l(.  (In09). — C.  124.  To  mniKiwor  jualicM  to  miRpeqiil  tho  r9- 
moval  by  fan  of  liolc  vr  iniTniL  vagniiiiA,  und  uf  vthvr  pcrtun*  [imrly 
connected  with  thum  or  rutut^  tu  tbem,  livine  together  lu  one  family 
at  Ihu  time  otthe  ordor  ol  rotnornl.  (l(r<[K>iTud  8teit.  Law  Kav.  Aut, 
1872) 216 

SO  GsouCB  IIL  (laiO).-^.  52.  Uopwis  fl  &  9  Will.  III.  c.  30. i.  2,  ngand- 

inghaigw.    (Wholly  K:pv.iloJ  Sut.  Law  Hov.  Act,  1873.  No.  'I)    .      21<i 

61  OaonOK  III.  (IHll}.— C.  lit),  m.  IH.  Tor>n[i(-»t  pn^mionji  of  i2ti<v.  III. 

c.  70,  B.  18  ;  to  lOQlioua  till  ISIS.     (ItepwUed  M  Uiw,  III.  i.  37)    .       210 

62  Oeobob  UJ-  (IHI2).— 0.  31.  To  miHuJ  3S  Eliit.  v.  17.   ><^)ii»t  K'wd  and 

mnduruia jMivoni  ijnHtiiidiiiK  tlii^uavlvci  to  W  Kuldiura  or  tiuirioon. 
(ROTealedStat.  lAwlteT.  Act.  IhGl] 21B 

S*  Okbor  Ul.  (1SI3).— C.  37,  ».  18,  To  rt^pcat  proviuona  of  51  (ioo.  Ifl. 
c.  IIS,*.  18.  To  cuntinua  lill  1820;  n>iirala  51  Qao.IlI.Q.  li», 
».  18.     (Repealed  1  &  3  ti«o.  IV.  o.  118,  o.  1)  ....      210 

Mtitaunt  III.  (1817).— C.  SO.  8.  5.  Ropoali  39  &  40  Geo.  Itl.  c.  60. 

20  UK>>itui:  III.  (1810), — U.  12,  s.  33.  To  empowrr  the  mnov«I  by  piuis  of 
duLTRiabU-  puot  bum  in  Irclind,  ScuUand,  tho  Ia]«  of  Uan,  ui-Cban- 
t)i<I  (Hltindn,  iilihuugrh  they  baro  not  ooromitt«d  any  am  ol  viigTiine;' 
and  wiUiuut  bcintf  Sist  whipped  or  imphsoDed.  (Rep«ttliid  Ul  &  22 
Vict.  f.  125,  ».  3flJ 22" 

1  ft  2Ctaou<->lV.  (1820).— C.  118.  8.  I.   Uepeali64  0*0.  III.  c.  37,  ».  19. 

SGboiiob  I  v.  (ISaai-— C.  -m.  To  cocBolidfim  into  ouo  Act  and  mnniid  Iba 
IttWB  rulutinj;  to  idli-  nnd  dlnordcrly  pitr^pnii,  tr^^pina  and  vngnhondd, 
incorrigibSo  n'fi^itfH,  and  utiiur  ruifrnuU  iu  EuK)n»d.  lU'|ii«I*  ull 
tonuvT  piini»io[i«  relittiiiit  to  *iic'!i  iK-rn'ins,  cij(ci"pt  th«  10  Upo.  II. 
C.  28,  oruny  Ai't  rrUliuK  l«  plnvjr*.  To  vuiilmuu  tv  Sopt(.-uiWr  I, 
1821.     (Kcpe>altKl&  Cl«a.  IV.  c.  US.  a.  I)  .         .         .         .         110,  234,  2  3£ 

4  Qkohqe  IV.  (18^3).— C.  64,  ■.  6.   t{j<p<>4ilB  7  tico.  II.  c.  21. 

4  <JW)»o»  IV.  (1823;.- C-  64.  ttwjwaU  7  Jnniw  J.  c.  4,  in  pirt. 

b  Gkumii  IV.  (1824).— C.  83.  For  the  ptuii«hmvDt  of  iale  imd  dlsonlurly 
peownu,  and  ro^M  and  Tagabunds  in  Kngland.  ftepcola  all  farmer 
proriaioiu  rclnLmg  to  nioh  ftjraiMia.  {'<i  Ouo.  IV.  c.  40.]  (Aniundcd 
1  ft  2  Vipt.r..38;  7*  8  Vict.  «.  lUl ;  U  &  12  Vict.  c.  110;  12  ft  13 
Vict.  c.  103;  28  ft  2P  Vict.  c.  79  ;  29  &  .TO  Vict.  e.  113  :  31  ft  32 
Vict.  C.  ti  (wfaiuh  la  rvpuiltMl  by  36  ft  $7  Vict.  u.  38) ;  34  ft  3S  Viu-t. 
c.  112;  39  ft  40  V)Ut.o.  (il) 2:iG,  2^1,  30.1 

8  OaoKOB  )V.  [1825}.— C.  fiO,  t.  02.  IU'ImhIs  12  Edw.  I.o.  I ;  leroaindtr  of 
39  KUi.  V.  17  ;  I  Anm,  Ht.  3,  u.  13,  ».  2  ft  3. 

SGbouohIV.  (lK2a].~C.  I2d,  a.  2.  Repeals  2  ft  3  Jidw.  VI.  «.  IS.  a.  1. 

7  (liioaaB  1 V.  (I82Q).— C.  64,  a.  32.  B«|)«alB  4  Will,  ft  Harv,  c.  8. 

7  ft  eOaoKot  IV.  (1820-7).— C.  27,  ».  1.  Itf-pcftl*  15  Oar.  II.  c.  2;  -4  Geo.  I. 
e.  II. 

3  ft  4  WtLUAK  IV.  (1833}.— C.  38.    Repeals  13  Geo.  I.  c.  23. 

4  ft  a  WtixuH  IV.  (1834).— C.  7C.  For  tho  ami  iidmrnt  and  1wtt«r  odminis- 

tiHtinn  of  thL>  luwa  ri'lutiug  to  the  poor  iu  Kiigltuid  aud  AValut  .         .       S41 

5  ft  6  WiUJAK  IV.  (Ib3&).— C'.  19,  e.  I.  H(?p«a1«  2  ft  3  Anne,  c.  C,  a.  16. 
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7  WiixiAH   IT.  ft  1  Vmaitu  (1B37).— C.  91,  a.  «.     Bcpmk  L  JiUhm  L 

G.  31. 

I  &  2  ViCKMA  {IH3S].~r.  38.  Pr  rmiui  i-xpodng  obacono  prinu  in  Aop  win- 

dowa  tn  b«  liithU-  ui  finntAhini-iit  oa  ntgMM  »ntl  vm^1«indA  tlS 

ft  ft  6  VitioKiA  (ItH'J).— C".'67>  ".  S-  To  «ii|mwwr  primnliaDo  to  ai-1  tlie  cu.«»- 
■iunal  pcur  to  wurk.    (Uvpuobd  in  uirt  10  ft  1 1  Vict,  i^  109.  »-  2'i. 
B<:p«iil«<l  tSut.  Iaw  R<:t.  Art.  iR;4.  No.  2)       .         .         .        2U,  840,  x;i 
D&  ;  VieruBU(lS43t.— Ctitl,*.  1.  Rcpewka  Jatncal.  c.  SI,  *  10  Oou.  II.  c. 

19,  i.  I. 
Tic  8  VitivBu  tISit}.— C.  lai,  n.  6.  41,$3.  Womwi  aUo  1«  nwinUin  thvir 
baeUrd  clitlarm  and  arftloctiiie  to  do  w>  to  Im  deonxid  ldl«  Mid  dia- 
ordorly  {wnona.  To  [irnvidc  for  the  MtabUahmfrnt  nf  luvliuafl  fur 
Uii:  tninpninry  n'tinf  of  tho  hmtwiltjaw  poor  in  Ixinilnn,  LtrGr[)iv>L, 
HancluNitor,  Brivli^  Lw-da,  nnd  ItinubiKhum,  and  to  entct  timt  uij 
pomon  Roeivtd  into  such  an  aarltun  givinK  a  £ii1m>  nnme,  or  aaldoa 
ft  fialaa  ttftt«iuint>  or  giving  diffcrvnt  numuAon  diffnimt  oMMniAns.  u 
tolw  dMmed  ■  rogue  and  t-iif^ibund.  (Eepeala  S  ft  9  Will.  IIL 
e.  W) iW.  250.  iWI 

8  ft  9  YirroatA  (I8lS).— C.  83,  a.  TT.  To  authoriw  tho  ramoval  ot  Eiurli«h. 

Ihtih,  end  Manx  pnupiTB  in  Srolliuul.     (It^'pnalMl  in  {iati  24  ic  2A 

Virf.  e.  37;  26  ft  26  Vict.  c.  113.  ».  »:  1H«1.  Ijiw  Kcr.  Aot.  1k7A)    . 
8ft  ft  VltTom*  (IW5).— C.  117.  To  Rnwnd  tlic  l««n  r^lutina  to  ihi' nimxal 

ul  iMAH-  pcnona  Iwtu  in  ScoliiiiiU,  Irdiuxl.  ihi'  Ivlnrx^  i  i  Miui,  Si-iI1y. 

JflTBoy,  or  tioonuejr,  iwd  chai^vilil"  in  fJiKland.    i  Kopeulal  in  |«ut 

24  ft  3£  Vict,  c  ?0,s.  ':  26  k  21  Vict.  •-■.  69,  ■  3.  aniiw*s.  «  ;  Hal. 

L«w  K»v.  Act,  1S75-) 
lOuidll  Victouia(1&47).— C'.  109,  a.22.  K«|i«la  in  i>art  S  ft  fl  Vict.  e.  fti, 

a.  S. 

II  ft  12  Vk-toku'iISISI.^-C.  110,  a.   10.  Poraotu  in  pniwrton  of  mama 

R[ililyioK  lot  ntlitif  to  a  mlieviDf;  offioor  or  at  u  wotkhouM*.  and  mA 
nuiktng  II  raTTMrt  diarloaun:  of  their  miMaa,  to  \»  pDmahtttito  ba  idle 
Bjid  c^Mirdi^rly  jMnone      .     ' 238,  £77 

12  ft  13  Victoria  (1849). — C.  IM,  a.  Jt.  ri-rwns  chnrgiBbln  In  tho  mmmnn 
IVuid  uf  u  luiiun,  to  Tiu  La  rvwfMi.'t  tit  {mMTi-odinKii  to  be  ImIec-u  ui>Jor 
6  Gw.  tV.  c.  as,  ref^ardud  as  jieraotia  cbor^tsbla  lo  a  p«xish    .      238.  27$ 

14  ft  IS  VicTouA  [1861}.— U.  28.  Vawer  to  local  nntliority- to  nutkc  rtvnU- 
liuiua  mpcvting  oommoii  Indipng^hoiuts.  {l{«pr«lBd  nod  rvc'niu'<«d 
aa  lo  E.  ravryt  a*  to  ik*  JtelrvpnlUaH  J\>li»  Di'tntl,  38  ft  39  Vkit. 
C.  SB,  a.  3*3) •> 

16  ft  17  VtmiiM  (1S&2-S3).— U.  41,  «.  K.  Pownr  to  load  aothoritv  to  order 
rnporta  from  knepenot  oonkmun  lo>l^nfr-h<mMa  k«pt  fur  Iw^gnn  umI 
ngranta.  (UencAled  and  rv-pnaded  aa  to  R.  msnpt  <m  («  (A#  Mrtro- 
potilan  Foiirt  Ditiriei,  Zfi  ft  30  Vict.  o.  hSi,  H.  343)     .         .         .         .8*6 

1 0  ft  2D  VirrouA  (lK.56).-n.  G4.  Itcmalo  }>  Kdw.  III.  c  14;  4  Hen.  IV. 
f).  27;  22  Utn.  VIIl.  €.  10;  2&  H.r.  VIII.  o.  13;  2fi  lifO.  VIU. 
c.  0;  I  ft2  t'hil.  ft  Mar.  c.  4  ;  ]  J>m>«  1.  c,  6. 

20  ft  21  VirrouA  (IH-STV     0.  46.  To  uulhoriw  the  rammltlal  ol  vogimnt 

rhildren  to  an  Indnfltrial  School  up  to  the  age  al  SflteB.     {Bepeahil 

?4  *  25  Vict.  »■,  113) 3811,  2S7 

SJ  ft  24  VitTMKiA  ( liieo).— a  lOB.  To  tniuafiv  the  wmtam  of  the  ContmilUK' 
of  (.'''Uin.il  I'U  Kd'K'wtion  uniier  20  ft  31  Vioi.  c.  48.  to»  Soorwlar^- 
o(  Stato.     ( It.  pt-drd  24  ft  2")  VicI-  i-  1 1 3,  a.  27)        .         .         .       aitfl,  SX7 

21  ft  26  VciTriiiu  (i'4Lil|.— I'.  WA.  '\'u  uulhortBA  thi<  nunmittal  of  cfaUdivn 

■indc<t  fuurtrtMi  found  twutfiiiK  ^^^  «'Knd«>rin|£  in  a  ahitc  of  dMLitotinn 
tonii  tndiiatiial  Kc-hool.  To  ccntmun  until  Jaauurv  1- 1864.  Itnjind* 
20  ft  21  Vitt.  e.  IS.    (R..-]x«]i-d  29  ft  30  Vicl.  v.  1  IS)       .        .      2««,  n% 

SUlnte  Uw  Riiirisiun  Ai>l.  1H6I .-Itiiiralu  'iZ  iito.  111.  e.  88  ;  %% (ieo.  111. 
r.  45  ;  42  «-<>.  III.  c.  7e.  s.  IS;  .V2  (luo.  HI.  c.  SI. 

24  ft  30  ViLTVHU  (t8li2).-C.  10.   To  eoiitiiim-  the  i\  di  2ft  Vict.  c.  113  tit] 

JannArr  I.  1867.    (RapeAlml  20  ft  30  Vit^t.  c.  UK,  a  3)    .        .      S87,  S88 

tlttttnte   Uw  Roviaiuu  Att,  1863.  -Bepenta  13  fidtr.  1.  C.  4,  and  SUI.  Civ. 
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Lood. :  31  Edw.  III.  c.  10, 1 1 ;  1  mob.  II.  c.  6  (Engluiil) :  Ifi  Bich. 
!I.  c.  B;  7  Um.  IV.  c.  IJ;  1  Hm.  V.  c.  H;  2  Hmi.  V.  c.  i;  \ 
lien.  VI.  c.  a;  ft  Hi-n.  VI.  c.  »;  23  Hm.  VI.  c.  13;  II  Hnn.  VII. 
c.  2-J;  13  Hen.  VIII.  c.  9.  «  Hlb.  VIII.  t.  8;  27  Hen.  Vril. 
c.  26:  31  HcH.nU.  c.  7:  33  Hm.  VUI.  i-.  8;  33  H-h.  VIM. 
C.  U:  33  Ilea.  VIII.  c.  K;  i  Kdir.  VI.  r.  3;  3  A  *  K-lw.  VI. 
c.  In;  3^  4   liiw.  VI.c.  2'i;  5  &  Q  Kdw.  Vt.  c.  a  ;  7  Edw.  VI. 

0.  tl;  1  Mury,  St.  2,  c.  IS;  2  &  3  Phil.  &Mar>-.  r.S;  4  &  &  ITiil. 
ftMary,  c.  0;  6  Slu.  v.  16;  5  Elix.  v.  14;  rvinuiiidvr  of  L8  KlU. 
c.  8 :  36  KUx.  e.  7,  n.  6  nod  7  :  3«  Klii.  c.  3 ;  43  Glk.  c.  3 :  I  Jamoi 

1.  u.  Zfi :  7  JniuM  1.  c.  4  :  1  CIuiiIm  I.  r.  1,  in  pAit;  3  CbarW  I. 
0.6;  mChnrU.*  I.e.  4;  14  Churlo*  II.  c.  12,  m.  10,  17,  18,33;  I 
Jrhwi  H.  v.  17,  in  put. 

57  ft  SflTifTouA  (1861).— C.  lltf.  To  empower  gaar^HU  to  provide  propn' 
vuds  for  tho  Konjition  of  d<itttitiit«  viirfiuwn,  and  to  rcli'-Vo  thi<n] 

2»&29  Vicl.  c.  34.  H.  1  ;  30&  31  Vict.f.  6,  e.  QO)  .        JO  I,  331 

58  VictouA  (ll)6A].— 0.  31.  To  r^iMnl  in  part  nnd  tnaku  pcrpitital  27  t  -M 
Vk-t.  c.  1 16.     (EI.:|mW<-(I  in  pnrt  HUt.  Iav  ICat.  Art,  IKI.i) 

21  ft  20  Vi<-Tuxt<t  (I86ftf.— C.  70,  a.  7.  I'HiipBrs  rt-ttiminf^  witliin  twelve 
moTilhs  afti'r  ivniaral  to  bo  dwrniHl  "uv  and  d<iuirilc<rly  pcrvons 

2i>  Je  30  VicTOKtA  (1866V— C.  113.  ».  15.  rvnxma  roliuvwd  out  (if  tlivwork- 
hcmnf;  mruhing  to  porfonti  a  task  of  work  to  bo  pani«biible  as  idls 
HDtl  diiMjrJ<.Tly  porsuna      .........       230 

t3&  &  30  VlrtdltlA  (liiiJK).  — <'.  118.  TunutlinriBn  thn  raimmitlnl  tn  an   Iruliw 
trial  Kclwul  of  L'hlldn'ii  uudct  fourttuu  found  bii^^liiK  ur  wandtriuft 
in  ft  BtJitcof  destitution.    Hofvids  il  &-2A  Mct.c.  113:  -ii  A  Uii 
Vict.  p.  10 
30  VivroHiA  [IM'D.—C.  8.  To  anthirin  tlie  [i&yinrnt  out  of  tho  UeLrojKiUtaii 
CoHiijion  Tfmr  Fund  of  th"  pxpciisi*  iff  providiiiK  ftr  thn  recepUon 
kud  reltd  of  <^iiaiuil  piiiipi-raiu  axiy  union  ur  juiiiHb  in  the  inuUupDltH. 
M            KepMla  in  p&rt  27  &  2H  Vict.  c.  I IQ.  (ItrpeBlod  31  k  »i  Vii^.  c.  122. 
■          1.  9 :  32  A  33  Vict.  c.  68,  w.  »,  20 ;  SUt.  Uw  Rot.  Act,  1S75  ;  42 
■^          t43  Via.  0.  6,  H.  Ml 
f^&tuto  Law  ReviMOD  Act.  1807.— ItntOAls  3  ^VU1.  ft  Vary,  c.  II,  in  part :  S 
ft  9  Will.  HI.  V.  30;   II  Will.  III.  c.  18;  G  Anntv  c.  82;  A<;«o.  I. 
c.  19;  7  (K-o.  I.  t.7;  17  Woo.  II-  c.  C.  in  part;  25  Ow.  II.  o.  30. 
a.  12:  26tii!o.  II.  c.  U,a.2:  38  Ooo.  U.  i^  19;  0  Geo.  UL  c.  48; 
gUro.  III.  c.  41. 
31  ft  32  VtcrtiRiA  ( 1B6-.R).— C.  62.  To  t-xlaxd  tiui  iiroriMoim  of  6  Oro.  IV. 
0-  83  to  uaiEiiiijf  jn  puhlia^  with  hdj*  r.'oin,  chtA,  lokon,  or  othcrnewia 
of  TaataiBg  ur  gniutng  in  puljliu.    <IU.-pviU(^  36  ft  37  Vk-t-  c.  3(1, 
».6) 

SI  ft  52  VtrTOKU.  (1867-9).— C.  122,  •.  38.  ItcpwU  59  Oeo.  III.  c.  12,  ■.  33. 
Kl  ft  34  Vktv-bia  (18(0).— C.  "5,  m-  27,  28,  36.  To  Huthome  board  eclioola 
to  conthbat«  tu,  or  to  tt*lubli>b  luduiiLriiil  SchiHjb  .... 
31  ft  3a  ViCTi.itiA  (IHTli. — C.  1(18,  To  provida  for  Ih-a  refpilntldi),  control, 
uiddiacbarge  of  pnaperH  bxim  workhoiiavn  nod  wnrds  provided  fur 
flwcmwl  poor.     (Uvimlod  in  part  46  ft  46  Vbt  i-.  36,  n.  4)  .       }:»».  302, 

310.  318,  31<J.  3;tl 
31ft  36  VfCTonu  (IRiI).— C.  113,  s.  14.  To  unthorito  lli«  rhildrtm  of  women 
i»nTirl«,-<l  of  rrimo  for  a aeooTid  tiimi  to  bo  B«nt  to  Indunirinl  School*. 
(f^-t>i»K^  ill  put  39  ft  40  Vict-  o.  20,  i.  6;  titat.  Uw  Ruv.  Act, 

lSs3) 238,288 

&  16.  To  eztmd    the  provisions  of  &  Geo.  (V.  c.  83  to  nupoctcd 
p«noDti  or  rMpiiliil  UiiftTM  IrtqnenliiiR  any  highway  or  pltuw  a^ja- 

D«mt  to  H  Dlrtx't  ur  liigbwar 

6Ulul«  Law  Reviedou  Ad,  187L.— Kepvul*  22  Oen.  III.  v.  83 ;  27  Oco.  III. 

c.  11  ;  3d  Uoo.  III.  c.  101,  in  part;  39  ft  40  Gno.  1II.<<.  87,  >.  12    . 

BUtiit«  Uw  lii-viniDD  Act.    1872.— Hepmis  1   Kick.  II.  c.  A  (Ireland);  I& 

Ititk-  II.  ('.  a  {lr«bii)d;  ;  43  Iji'o-  III.  c.  Al  ;  4J>  U<ra.  111.  c.  60, 

S.3;    l»tii>o.  III.  c.  124. 
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Sutnto  Lkw  R«Tiaon  Act,  1872  (No.  2].— B«peftlB  50  Geo.  III.  c.  62. 

35  A;  36  Victokia  {IST2).~C.  21.  To  empower  the  prison  authority  to  contri- 

bute towards  tae  expenses  of  Industrial  Schools        .        ,        .       .     tfi 

36  ft  37  VtCToRLi  (1873).— C.  38.  To  repeal  31  k  32  Vict.  c.  52,  and  allow  i 

flue  tu  be  impi>>ed  in  lien  of  imprisonmeot  at  the  diacretioQ  of  the 
magiatrat* BS 

Siatnte  Law  Rcvisioii  Act,  1874  (No.  2).— Repeals  6  &  6  Vict.  c.  67.  s.  6. 

Sutute  I^w  Revinon  Act,  1876.— Repeals  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  83,  and  8  ft  9  Vict, 
c.  117. 

38  &  39  VicToHiA  (1875).— C.  86,  s.  17.  Repeals  6  EUs.  c.  4. 

39  ft  40  Victoria  (1876).— C.  61,s.44.  ITie  woid  "pauper"  in  the  Poor  Law 

Amendment  Act  to  include  any  person  who  ubtains  relief  by  wilfully 
Kiving  a  false  name,  or  making  a  false  statement,  and  such  peisoD  to 
be  puniebable  as  an  idle  and  disorderly  person  .         .        .        .     2S 

39  ft  40  ViCTOBiA  (1876).— G.  79,  as.  11,  12,  13,  14,  IS,  16.  To  anthonM 
children  habitually  neglected  by  parents  or  habitually  wandering  to 
be  sent  to  a  certiflod  efficient  sdiool,  and  in  case  of  non-compliani-c, 
to  a  Day  Industrial  School.  To  permit  the  establishment  of  day 
Industrial  Schools 2^ 

44&46  Victoria  (18sn—C.  69,  8.3.  Repeals  2  Edw.  III.  e.  2;  4Edw.  IIL 
c.  13:  13  Riih.  II.  c.  8;  7  Hen.  IV.  c.  17;  2  Hen.  V.  c.  4; 
6  Hen.  VI.  c.  3  ;  23  Hen.  VI.  c.  13. 

io  ft  46  Victoria  (1882).- C.  36.  To  extend  the  time  of  detention  of  casual 
paupers  authorised  by  34  &  36  Vict.  c.  112.  Repeals  in  part  34  & 
36  Vict.  c.  108 239,  319,  3il 


SCOTLAND. 

Robert  II.  {138.")).— Caterana  and  vagrants  dostrojing  and  talnng  goods  by 

vidlrni'c  to  be  rirrt'Bloii.      .........      33" 

Ordo  Jualieidrf. — Korniof;  to  be  a  point  of  dittay  at  tho  justic*  ayre  33' 

James  I.  (H'24).— C.  7.    Sumers  to  bo  punishi'd  as  broaKTB  of  the  King's 

pwife         ...         ...         .         .         .         .  ,         .      337 

(1424).— C.  21.    No  one  between  tho  ngos  of  fourteen  and  neventy  to 

bog,  iinK'ss  ])rovid<'d  with  a  tokfU  from  tbo  ahuriff"  or  bailitia     ,       337,  342 
(142.')), — C  ^0.    The  sheriff  to  airoat  and  irapriaon  idle  men  unless  thi^y 

find  ft  muster 33S 

(1420). — C.  3,  4.   The  aldermen  and  town  councils  to  fix  the  wages  of 

craftsmi?n  .....         ....         .         .      Ml 

(1427). — C.  4.   The  chamberlain  ut  his  aj-re  yearly  to  enforce  the  acts 

af,'Hin8t  bii^gnrs 33S 

James  II,  (14491,— ('.  9.   Masterful  befTff^rs  with  horses  and  hounds,  as  also 

feigned  fools  and  bards,  to  be  punished 333 

(1435).— C.   8.   Soraers   t«  bo  punished    by  tho  sheriff  aa    thieves  or 

reivers 3^'' 

(1456). — C.    13.   Tho  long,  on  going    f<»  any  head  burgh,  to    inquire 

whether  there  bo  anv  somera  or  oppressors  of  the  poor,  and  to  puniah 

them  .         .       ■ 340 

(1457).— C.  26,    The  justiciar  at    bia   avrea  to   puniah  somera,  bards, 

maatiTful    bcRKurs,    and    feigned    fools.      Repeats    provisions    of 

JanieHl.  (1424),  c.  21 337,340 

James  III.  (147«). — C,  10,  II.  The  Acts  of  James  I.  against  masterful  beg- 

Rara  unU  somors  to  t>e  rigorously  enforct-d  at  justice-ajTOS         .         .      340 
Jameh  IV.  (149:s). — C.  14.  Cniftsnien  miiking  rules  for  payment  of  wages  on 

holidnyo  to  be  indicted  aa  common  oppreswufl 3fi2 

(1433). — c.  20.  Idle  able-bodied  men  to  be  compelled  to  Ber%-o  for  wages 

aa  sailoi'H  ,..,......  .         .       3fi. 

(1496), — C  5.  Craftsmen  taking  exorbitant  prices  to  be  punished    .         .       3ili 
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Jakbb rV.  (1/103).— C.  H.  Tho  Art  of  Jamee  I.  acraioat "  fctarli  V^gBra "iti\ta 

«DfoTic«d;  tho  crookLil,  Itlind,  impoUniC  und  weak  aJunw  iiUowud  to 

h-H  .         .         .  341.  34:; 

Jakxs  V.  (1<^3S).— C.  29.  'rb«  former  Acts  againtit  mostorful  bsfrgan  to  be 

tigOTonely  en'xitvMl :  no  one  to  hefc  oxci-pt  in  the  puiiah  where  be 

mu  bom,  nnd  with  x  tolcrti  frorr  the  hondiininn  nf  tho  piiriah    .         M3,  !t43 
J.UIW  V.  (3640). — C  21.  'Ill*  rowil  iiinrkrt  dt   Kiliiiliuruli  ta  b«  msorud, 

hocHUBo  II  multitadoof  vile,  uahoneet.  otid  mia(i'rs1>Ie  cmtliina  tnqnant 

it  iftil}-  for  RtMlinitdtion 

Ma«Y  (1661).— C.  16.  R*p«?«Ja  pniwuioM  Af  Jamfci  V.  c.  B  (IftSfil    . 

{1661), — C.  18.  All  prt>vosta  and  bailies  to  onUiio  TMaonaDlo  prlooa  for 

nvftmspii 

(1665), — C.  3S.  Itcpfflts  proviriiona  of  JatnM  T.  o.  29  (163fi)   . 
jAlun  VL  (1667}. — 0.  IT.  Vnjfubonda  harini;  no  ^ooda.   and  aluMtinK  ^i^b 

onlvrrin,  cmMbntr,  nr  hnndlxiw  nt  dop,  tw,  hurt,  hind,  hare,  rabbit, 

dor«.  hiTOTi,  or  fowl  of  tla*  ri'^r,  to  bo  pjuniahwl        .         ,         ,         . 
(]674)<— Vagaboads  and  atroni;  and  idle  bpggnra  between  thfl  ages  of 

fiarti<en  and  seventy  to  be  ap]it«hendod  and  tried     .  .        344,606 

(1678).- C.   12.  RnnwiUActof  1674.     (K«tBm.dno  in  the  tkotoh  Poor 

Law  Act,  8  &»  Vict..  «.  88,011.  79.  60] 344.606 

(1679).— C.  31.  Actions  for  Mrranta'  wagoa  to   pneohbo  in  tbtco 

Tear* afi-i 

(i6«iy— HatifiaaJamM  VI.  c.  12(1679) 34+ 

(IM7J.— 0.  59,  a.  7.  VaBahoTnis  niirf  '•  nnui8werab1«  "  mfln  in  tho  bor- 

un,  liishland*  onu  iahw  lo  find  a«-carity  to  iindnrlJc  the  law   . 
(189S).— C.  '2K.   JiiriL'oa  lo  ini^viJK,  ^i^itroh,  aarl  a]i|krahc:nd  mman,  strong 

Tkgaboridtt.  and  bi^^i^ni  wandL-rinit  abuiit  the  realm 
{16B2)..— C  2ft.  Tho  liogvui  to  inform  sgninttt  tmiton  and  unknown  \agti.- 

mod* 

(1(92).- C.  28  TOtifled ;  the  minirters  and  cldora  in  erory  parish  em- 
powered to  ai>|i"iDt  two  -tt  innv  poiBuiw  lo  cuforc*  Ibo  Aut 
(tSfiS). — Vaga'boadj)  and  maalcrlcsa  men  to  find  aooinly  to  landerUQ  tho 

law 

(1693). — Thft  Ac^ts  of  16T!>  and  1681  afi^inat  m^bonda  und  hoKgnra  to  bu 

enfnr«>ed  by  the  oniiiuiiy  jndgca  nr  jiiiitires       .....       34K 
(1604).— C.  33'.  tfiadcuta  >VBudi.Ti[i){  vith   iwonlt,   putoUta,  or  pthcr 

weapona  to  ham  thorn  oontSacai^ 349 

(I604].^n.  37.  For  puniabing  thnft,  rciff,  opprotsian,  and  eoming  on 

th(>  purt  of  WTi-ml  UiKht.ind  rlnnx     .......        349 

(1664). —r,  SS,  Tin-  iiiii;;tr.lnitw  of  (';ini  in(tnt«  to  r«moT«  common  and 

idle  be^KUT"  tmnx  the  High  gate  and  strvet        .....       360 
(I6fi7).— 0.  39.    Tho  Acta  agntnat  utmriK  and   idlfi  bn^gan,   mgahanda, 

und  KRvpliuiiii  niLifiiil.  with  thia  lulditiuD.  that  ntroiiif  btrffgam  and 

their  bwrna  aro  u>  be  employi'-i  in  common  worke,  and  their  semoe 

nmtionDdintho  Actaof  167CtuI<c<prarogat<<d  during  ibdr  lifetime  360. 6M 
(1600). — C.  2H.  A  penalty  ot  £'J0  t^  W  exa<;tHl  from   Kirk-B«ieioiia  iu 

caao  of  ni^K-rt  to  larry  out  the  Act  of  1697 

(1400). — C.  10.  MaxU'rsof  coalboiiKba  and  anltpan*  may  appRihrnd  and 

put  to  labotir  all  nutuhonda  and  xttirdj  bcgKura        .... 
(ISDO). — C.  20.   Vn^bonda,  .aomcra.  aiid   rommon   thiorca,   eonunonly 

ealled  Eg:)*p1iHna,  to  quit  thu  kinf^dom  by  tho  l«t  AagaA  352.  503 

flfllT).— C  7.  ■.  7.   Jtiat.iii'n  III  [mari'  t<>  init  in  uxfs-utiou  the  Ai^ta  againat 

wilful  bi'ffiEarfi  and  vui^boads,  aoliiar)'  and  idle  men,  and  women 

without  railing  or  trade      . 364,  3^&,  36ti 

[16171.-^0.  H,  a.  It.  IlfMtliini  niT  to  nxi-iTi^  inaatM'iGm  men,  nihi'.U  ut 

the  Iktu.  vnwabo:j<l»,  or  oth<*r  jK:'ri«mii  npiilly  «.f  ViLiiwn  rriTnaa  .       8't4 

(1617). ~<^.  t(.  a.  6.  Oonatablea  to  am«t  all  vaitabonda,  aturdy  bofcgara. 

and  t^yptiana ...       'iat,  hO't 

(1617).— (-  H,  M.  II,  IK.    Jiuticm  of  lh«  [icacii  to  np|N>int  at  thoir  quarUT 
irdinary  tiiru  and  ^hf^  of  laliourm.  workmen,  and 
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Jamw  VI.  {\93l).—C.  Sl.lServ»iitano(toIi.«v«th(itrniMtOTatWhit*u)ttiJr, 
unlvw  ablo  to  prgrs  UuU  Um»>'  «n  hJn<l  bj  naotlMr  DHUle-  bviM 

-ftliUswiUde  to  MutimM W 

Chaulu  I.  U12&). — Miitivo  from  Iha  Uog,  Mating  that  Iip  undmbUKis tlut 
-thv  bwa  MgHUMt  beggKra  tiro  not  propartjr  eufocvod.  lio  caiMnaoit 
th«  focnia'  AkU  to  be  [>ut  in  cxei-atmi Ht 

(]630]. — C<nnplaiat  ihAt  the  Acta  agiuiut  beggnn  nro  not  ettfonxd.  tad 
onjtdDing  that  pcnaltica  tor  the  Doo-dxccutioo  of  the  Acta  are  W 
b«  Mifumxl       ...........Hi 

(1C30).— K'Uiiuiteof  ihe  nsfteii  tobe  [Mid  to  beninif-tiKherB     ,         .        .     M 

(tftSO.  Ttli  tSa]it«iiiDer}.^PDtitiuii  by^  tbo  Gtnxftvl  AvcrnUy  uaeai  iiflc 
bcxK"*^  n-inittnd  b)  a  M»nmit'j->r.  nrhoarA  l<)  DitH.-t  nuiI  pcvuacall  Ada 
of  I'arlmmt-iiL  Had  Ixnint'il  aij--iiC  td]«  bcKKurn,  iiilv  iwrauiu,  iwrranla 
And  tu^miiU'  fwa,  tind  tho  instm'.'lioo  given  tii  juttUM-nnf  tlip  ptotce,  Uti,  )U 

(16)0.  ISlh  8rj>lciinbvrj.— Tbu  tunmutbM  uicuC  Himly  tTKyan  lo  ^ro  is 

tWr  oviiittiniti UI 

(10S9.  lat  (>i-tufaer).— llio  Act  that  all  Togaboul  InMToa  without  patfoa 

W  apt-ri-hnnUi'd.  dfltiiyod W 

(1610). — ^OominiiMioiM-n  ift  mnaufaclotJM  to  act  masterlesa  boggan  to 

work  at  rcadonnblo  rates U« 

(1611).— O.  lao.  'Dio  Couimiaaioaeira  for  Manufiuitoriua  io  appoint  cue- 

ractiun  honaea  for  Lhn  reatrainl  of  idla  aad  naal«d«a  Iwman   .       SU,  Ml 

(I6il).— C.  Ii<.  Tbenrnvitnuin  wagesorcolliento  beSOmnin     .  ^ 

11641). — C  in.  Petition  of  tlm  Com]iuMiofli!n  ol  tbo  Kirk  lluit  oriar 

may  be  talH^n  with  niiird;^  bt.*c(pknt,  KgypCiaiiai  and  TaeaboadB  .      SU,  M 

(IfitR). — C.  iUO.  MaiLufooturiM  to  b«ei««|pd  and  enAuiingod  na  ihf  bMt 
wiL>-s  luid  ineiiiiD  of  rifttnuninR  idl«  and  atnidy  buggian,  and  maatar- 
luM  vufpabuiuU SU 

{16471.— C.  341.  TbB  Prornntor  of  State  to  CMuidn  all  the  Ada  of 
rarlituunot  telatiiif;  ti>  idlo  and  sturdy  br^gan  and  gypaina,  and  la 

report  to  the  nott  ausnon 3U.  VH 

CauiLKt  II.  (1640).— a  161.  Al>)o-bodi«d  bafpin  to  be  compt-lled.  to  work. 

Bit|f](ixiK  tu  bo  ptmittx^  us  di«if(«d  tn  foimiT  AlIs  ,         .      JK 

AmAfo  (iKDixtNrita  or  thb  UorciiniMaxT,  9  (liiA.ij,-— Tbn  Commiaaianaraef 
tho  t^iicu  to  put  thu  hvn  in  vKtKutiun  a^pujut  tho  olaaaoi  JeatribcJ 

in  1617.  fi.  ;.  H.  T UI,Ml 

Acra  AMD  OtiDtxANcBt  OP  THE  UoyaKXHBJiT,  la  (165o).— iDnWfMin  at  hoaat- 

Ltmi  runnnng  nuiatertn*  mnn  or  tagxhonijn  to  }it  fined  1S&,  IM 

Oonrtnblca  to  arrwt  vni^alfonda,  atunly  b«icg»ra,  ^nd  Kgyptuina  3M 

Ettth  puiiah  to  miiinuin  ila  own  p.jor W 

MnMorlriu*  idle  tn^lwndB,  nnd  rviblMvra  to  be  spprohended  and  tnnafMVted     Sal 

IiihEb  i>(  iiUe  lututtri'Lesi  riigiiboiidH  mid  nibhtra,  to  Imt  givHi  in  front  tipu 
tf'  tiuif,  to  tht-  (iwTerii"r("  ••('  Inverl'-ifhy  mid  Invt^miaa,  and  to  the 
coroBMimltfr-in-chiuf  OH  tbus'^iiih  >iJr  ul  tbo  Fortli  ,  ,  .  .  >W 
Acts  AKD  Ohdinjimv»  or  thi  (invuiiNMXNT,  16(166^).— llw  CoauniHioaoi* 
of  tho  Pmmi  to  appoint  at  thoir  Quartor  ti«Mons,  to  tio  kopt  tn 
Fnliruary  and  Auguirt,  tha  <jnliiuiry  bint  and  wag«a  of  labotmn, 
workmen,  and  wirvanttt 3U 

(16JS6). — All  idle,  liKMe,  and  di*aolut«  penoaa  found  wandariD^  af t«r  fbt 
Iftof  July  iWUtimI  u>  bt)  m(ru'«,  ^-ftgabonda,  and  itstdy  1>eggv*> 
and  punislial'k>ai«ui:)i  iiudtr  ^11  £tit.  v.  4         ....        161,  SU 
CiiAaLBB  U.  flC(3l].— C.  276.  JVrauns  to  ln-iippoint^'dinmch  pariah  to  tnatjwrt 

poor  chil-lrflc,  Tagn)i«nda,  and  other  ullura SM 

(1661).— C  338.  Tl)ii  l?i'irnn)uaiaui>ra  of  iho  Poaro  to  put  tba  laws  in 

execution  agninst  the  i-ln-^aea  dcacribed  in  1617,  c.  7,  a.  7  .         .      SW 

(ICei). — €.  2S>i.  liovUir*  not  to  rMH'iru  nuwliirlcaa  mvn,  rebda  at  iha 

burn,  vu|n1wiiii>,  or  iilliiT  pentuna  ffuilty  ui  koow'n  crimea,  nndcT 

the  penalties  act  foTlh  in  Iti66,  c.  13 

(16«1).— 0.  238.  Canatubloa  to  arrat  vagabooda,  atuidy  b^gan,  and 
KftyptiHiu 3U,1 

(IQSl).— C.  333.  Coiilmatton  not  to  tfivo  moro  than  30  morkaa  year  u 

vagtM.    CottlheWGn  and  woiltmtin  to  work  aix  daya  a  wouk      .  3M 


Cnut-u  IT.  (16«1).— 0.  S2.    Bccitea  and  TAdA«i  r.  71  of  th^  6th  Pnrliunant 

of  Jainra  VI.,  c.  26^  of  tho  I5tb  I'urliiLm^nL  u(  Jainea  VI.,  aud  ".  10 

of  th*  i'iad  ParlUment  of  Jtunew  VI.,  and  onlains  ihai  peranna  or 

sodetlee  who  havo  wt  up  manufactortes  miLy  aiixa  viigNbonibi  fuujn) 

begging,  and  employ  them  ill  their  mnrioo        ....       •150,864 
(!iiABJ.m  II.  il67'i}-— f'-  4'i.  An  Act  fottntHbtishingcorrKtioo  bonaea  for  idlu 

bempu*  uid  vn^buit'Iii 

Jaun  Vn.  (ISM). — C.  S2.  The  magistnites  of  Edmliiir^h  to  lay  domi  effM- 

tna]  ways  for  freeing  and  mirBring  the  titrtytUi.  wvndj^  and  doaea  of 

tbL' nuraoronit  liaKi^n  whii'Ii  Tr^jHiir  in  nttil  about  Lliiiin 
WaUAil  (1595).— C.  64.  idle,  lo'iw,  and  vagitlxitid  fn-nion«,  wiLhont  wItm 

or  childron,  U>  liwumpvllcd  Ui  KTW  u  Boldiun         .... 
<I606). — (0.  74.  All  A<1«  fif  Parlianuiot,  find  Aeitt  and  procIiMiiatiotLS  of 

Council,  fur  maintainiti};  thi<  [xiur  und  reprraing  boMan,  nitifind, 

npprovf^,  nnd  mvivtiil,  nurj  (irrduinnd  tob«putiaiiailiraat«9X0OUli(>Il 
{I6S6). — C.  23.  Sburiffv  tuuttuw  vK^abonda  to  M  tdndfor  enrvico  in  tba 

army 

(1606). — 0.  29.  Act«,  &(-.. for  mainlairnnfrthepoorandrepKaatDg beggar* 

rtttifi«al ;  auncTviian)  to  Ihi  njipointnd  to  aniarge  Uwm         .         . 

OOOS).— C-  40  AcUaftuia  mtified    .        .        .      ' 367 

1700.  Overtim*  for  providing  thn  poor  and  rflproasinj  beggars,  remitU>d 

to  tho  rommittiin  for  •■riirityM  bring  inan  Att        .... 
1700.   Ptrtiliun  from  Roxburvb  ifiat  tbti  litwii  lUrtwly  mndi!  Im  pat  in  ttxv 

CiitioQ  Cor  mamteming  too  poor  in  tlk  shin,  aad  r^tftrainiiig  idle  uud 

Taj^nat  pcrKpna 

ITOl.  Art*,  ie.,  tar  nmlntaininR  thn  poor  naA  rfiprMning  V^Kitrii,  &<•,. 

ntiGod.     Hftritore  to  provide  and   lay  djwu  rules   fur  tb«  main* 

tananoaof  tho  poor*         ..--.,., 
8  A  9  VicToiuA  (IHIAp.— C.   83,  a,  70.    Deatituto  pcrnDoa  to  bo  tvIJoTad 

although  havmi!  no  Bcttlement  in  tho  parifih  ta  whii^h  they  apply 
17  A  19  ViCToWA  flftB4}-— C.    74.  To  rwndur  Refwrmpitory  hh-I    liiluntntil 

Schools  in  Scotland  mora  ava.ilablc  tit  the  benefil  uf  vagnuit  obildmn. 

(K«p<Alcd  H  &  2n  Vict.  r.  ];i3.  S.  ») 384,  372 

17  it  18  VicroKi*  (1KA4].— C.  m.    For  Ihu  betUrr  oat«  anil  mformatiun  of 

youthful  olTeiidnn  in  Great  llritain.     (il«peal«d  39  A  30  Vict.  o.  117, 

a.  371 
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VicioMA  {nM).—C.  H7.  To  amend  the  A«t<orth«  batter  eann&d 
Tcfcirmntitin  of  youthful  ofTv-ndcn.  and  the  Act  to  i«ndflr  BttfocnulOty 
and  Indiifltn'&I  'Schnoln  in  Krntlncid  mor^  availablo  for  tlu  boiufit  m 
■ragnut  childron.  (Rflpmlod  29  &  30  ViH.  c.  1 17,  i.  37) 
VicTAiLiA  (IKI)^).— C  2K.  Tomako  further  proviaioni  for  rtadoHng 
lUstbrmatoiita  and  Indoatrial  Schools  in  Scotland  fnot«  aTnilabte  for 
tb»  %«04at  of  vagrant  cbitdnn.  (R<-]»4!<id  24  ft  XA  Vict.  c.  132, 
a.29)         .        .        .  

Victoria  (1BA61.— C.  ID!).  To  amend  tho  modaofooQunittingenroinal 
and  vagrant  childron  to  il«fonna1or>'  and  lD<lQatrial  Schoola.  (1{4>- 
p«ilod29  A  30  Viol.  c.  117,  ■-37) 372 

TicruHU  (ISei).— C.  117,  a.  37.  Kepeate  17  ft  U  Vkt.  c.  <6 ;  18  ft  19 
Vict.  c.  87;  I»  ft  20  Vict.  c.  109. 

VtrroBiA  (1861). ^0.  iK.  Tof^onaolidatAand  am-'nd  th«  lawrolating 
to  Indiwtnul  HohooU  in  Scotlaud.  IbjieaU  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  74; 
19  it  20  Vict.  c.  28.     (lt*'p«alod  29  &  30  VicL  c.  118,  a.  3) 

VtCTOUA  O^^^)-— <^-  1^'  I't*  cuntinuc  2i  ft  2i  Vict.  c.  132.  until 
January  I,  I8fi7.     (RcimW  'Hi  ft  IVi  Vii^t.  c.  118,  a.  3)    . 

Vic«iaiA(18«2).— C.  lOl.a.  331.  Va«rant«.  beggar*,  ftc.,  in  lowna, 
under  the  Act,  to  be  apprahandad  and,  upon  i.'anvirtinn.  itnpriivirKtd. 

VicTOKU  (IB66).— C.  fit.  Pdnona  lodging  in  any  pr(imiai.-K,  at  nn- 
camping  or  lignting  a  fire  un  or  near  any  encloaed  land  withuut  tha 

■  One  EMoliutty  dlaUocalshH  Um  aid  Sentch  Matalaa  frtor  to  th»  Vnian,  whi«h  U  IhU  that 
thoa* •iatula*  lortUwIr  toreohj  OaaiK-loil*.  iluit  U,  hr  marv  Lafw  of  Ulna,  oouptad  wllb  iwifln)!  or 
DoafotMCTvMMa,  ut  nl  iMBt  oitii  a  oautntryiumn.— '  Aa<n^•r*. 
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coniHmt  of  Ihe  owiiKr  or  ocimpiiir,  liublv  bo  a  pnnalt^  of  VH.  or  Sn*^ 
U'eo  days'  impriKomeal  fi>r  a  flrM  offence,  and  lOn.  Dt  tmnly^U 
dAyi*  imprixmrnrait  f4r  amitwoqnattofitaooe 3M 

29&30  VitTAKU  (1H66).— U  tltl.  To  ranaolf date ud  Ankcnd  tho  Art« rolathig 
ID  Induvtrinl ScfaooU  m  UKst  Brilaiu.  Uepoalt'24  £  2d  Vict.c.  IFJ; 
36  St  ib  Vict  0.  l<f »• 

34  ft  3S  Vin-oHiA  (1871).— C.  112,  a.  14.  To  aiithorin  tha  chiktrea  ofwoniA 
eonTictcd  of  cnine  for  a  aocrin>l  tima  to  }»:  wait  to  Indiiitnal  HchixiU. 
fKopMlod  in  jart  89  ft  +t)  Vict.  o.  2ti.  ■  4) 2** 

3»  ft  40  ViCTujiu  (187S).— O.  70.  sa.  11-14.  Taftathoriae  duhltmlubituUy 
nfl^lnetcd b V fatrcjiU.  or  )M.l)ituall;rw«i)d<tntiii,  toboacntloa  ontifU^ 
eOlcieiit  acbool,  and  m  eaan  uf  non-ooinpli.'UK-o  tn  a  I>«jr  Indualjial 
School.     To  {Minnit  thewtablwhmeatof  bay  Induatiial  Schgub  '. 


IBELAND. 

SnCHva  Uox  {OrMt  Lmo  CompiUtiom],  {438>44 1].— Alinii  pniTmit  Uta  pvriod 
o!  ft  pl4igve,  the  soqwn&oa  at  uuily  betweeo  •  kinR  and  iu»  coonby, 

and  tho  occiirranoe  of  a  ^msral  war 871 

>*o  labfflirer,  fiiidhir.  ImbacilA  nffrant,  dbC'phcnt,  oowfaerd,  or  catt^bo^, 

Ui  Iw  distTaiiirid  ill  H  iliN.-iaiuD  HtKful  debU  ......       tTi 

Xo'ioe  of  ono  ditj-  to  be  mjttikI  on  a  ra^taot  bafipre  r«DiOTinfr  him    .        .      3TS 

CoRL'B  Bsacxa  (Ciaiomitiy  £«v].— Euffulutioaa  TU|[uduignii0olioDii  ooo&oobad 

with  ebarity  and  duty Va 

Peuattjr  on  penoiu  who  ontortain  fu)titiv«fl XTd 

Book  or  Amut  [AuekiU  IrUi  Criimituit  £aw),  (oroa  6£0).^Itagalatioi>a  K' 

latinff  to  compulsory  1io«»udity 177 

PcnaliicB  oBHiitiBt  thoMt  who  iw<d  proclaimed  pmona       .        .        ,        .      1^4 
Iti^ponnbiiitjr  for  Ah«lt4<Tin|{ft  violiitor  of  tha  Ktng'alawa       .        .        .      iff 

Chitu  Uauuuck  (ciim  1300<I326).— Uigbts  of  cfaiefa  a«  ngnrda  eonipalMtjr 

hnapitality ST9 

3  EuwAKb  II.  (1310].— C,  1.  To  rcatrain  gi«at  lonla  from  btltiruF  priai-ti. 
lixlgin^,  nr  «(^jotiniing  aguoat  tha  frill  of  tli«  owner.  (Beptwlcd 
9  Ooo.  IV.  e.  U  •■  1) m 

3  EswahdII.  (1310). — C.  3.  Agsinst  idle  men  and  kuTtia  bcfaif;  kq>t  in 
tiniM  of  poaco  to  Utb  npoo  tho  poor  of  tho  country.  (BepMled  Slat. 
Law.  Iter.  (I.)  Act,  1878) 3SS 

19  Uknkt  VI.  (144fl).— C-  8.  No  lord  or  oth«c  to  charg«  thi  Eintr'a  subjacls 
with  hones,  hoiwinon,  or  footmen,  without  thoir  good  villa.  (|{«- 
pMled9tieo.IV.o.  a3,s.  1) SM 

So  Hbmky  VI.  flllil.— C.  7.  Ttia  aooa  of  Ubouren  and  trantilraa  of  tho 
KT^n)!'!  t(i  labour  w  Ihoir  falhcn  and  paranta  hav«  dooe.  (lUiD«al«d 
Sut.  U.W  Her.  (1)  Act,  1678) 

2H  Hrxrt  Vr.  (M''^0).— 0.  I.  NomarcheouroTOthn-man  tnVit-p  nmt«  hot**- 
moD  or  fonlroon  than  th*y  afaall  an^war  for  and  niaintaui  apon  tbctr 
own  tihxripM.     {Rttp««Iftd  10  ft  11  Charltw  I.  c.  6)     .... 

ZSHknkt  Vl.(14yi).— C.3.  To  mako  it  lawful  for  vTory  Uogo  man  to  kiU  or 
tako notorious ihiuvoa.    (Rmmlod  lOGoo.  IV.  c.  34,a.  1) 

&  KDWuntV.  (llfil)].— C.  2.    ToraiU«)  it  lawful  to  taka,  kill,  and  denpUata 

thiarea.     [fopeiiied  10  i  U  Charlw.  I.  o.  0) 

10  Uks-kv  VI  I.  (I4a5|.-C.  4.  No  I'arliaoieat  to  be  b«ld  in  Inland  till  tho 
Liuutenant  and  Cuumrll  (.'crtifr  ihv  Kingr's  liixHoo  In  afBromtion 
tberoof  and  to  eummon  cbe  uJd  Parliammtt.  iKopMlod  ?a  lien.  VI 11. 
o.  4  ft  20.  KxpUini^  3  ft  4  I'h.  k  M.  c.  4,  lUpcwlcd  II  hUii.  1  ft  S. 
nnB]lvrri«.aM  Sut.  Ijiw  Rnv.  Act  (I.).  1878)  .         .         ,         .387 

IOUbrrv  VII.'(U»6].— C.  21.  AUKnKiMi(ftahitM(»oc«minftlb«t>uhliewniI 
onact«<l  lip  ta  thin  time  to  ba  di.«[i]«d  ^ood  and  nlfrcttMl  is  law,  and  to 
b«  nwpplisi,  ii»i^,  and  pxivntod  in  Iraland.  (Ext«Dd«d  by  21  ft  23 
Qeo.  HI.  c.  4S  (Ir.)  ItopcAli^d  k>  fur  at  it  extended  oBTtnio  MUiCt- 
menta  iw  to  Parliafflimtory  elKtiona  by  36  ft  3lS  Vict  c  33,  ft-h.  6  3$7 
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:i.1  HEitRiVIII.  (1*I2).-C.   lA.    Agninst  v^gaboodj.      (Hopwlwl  tl   &  IS 

Uw>.  III.  c.  30) 391.  Sn.  39£.  Ill 

33  HiCKUY  Vlil.  |ifi42).— C.  0.  WaKM  by  tho  day  of  aitifloers  and  latonrerB, 
to  bo  proclaimed  by  th«  Jii«cic^4i  itt  ovorjr  KMl«r,  and  Miethaelmnii 
wtniwtM.  (Bep«n]odfrOov.lV.  u.9^,  8.  I.ttnd60K.IV.c.  129,H.  J.)      390 

U  KLmwKTB  (l$8S}. — C.  4.  nve  persona  of  the  boit  and  eldoHt  of  t-vfj^ 
mttion  (unongat  tho  Iritthrir  U>  bring  in  all  Ihn  idle  persunauf  thuur 
sumamn.     (ll«fMlad  lU  &  II  Chiirlt-*  I.  c.  fl,  a.  1}     ....       391 

11  Eluamth  (15891.— L'.  6,  .Sehs.  I.  To  [nalce  porpetual  33  Hon.  VIU.  u.  B. 

(Bvpndwl  iiial.  Law  Ucv.  Act,  1^78) 391 

10  &  U  CuAiLLXH  r.  lS3<-3o).— C.  4.  For  CT«ctinff  boutwa  of  correction  and 
for  the  piiniihdieiii  at  rof^ueat  TaftabuDdH,  atari}*  U<|irKt'^  ^^'P* 
tintia,  uid  other  l»wd  and  idle  pefsatu.  (liepenlMl'l  1  it  H  i>eo.  111. 
0.  30) 3fr2,39j,  411.  S(l< 

10  A  11  CiurlshI.  (1634-35).— C.  6.  Repoaltt  28  Hen.  VI.o.  1,-33  Hon.  VI. 
c  S ;  5  Edw.  i V.  c,  2 ;  and  1 1  Klin.  o.  4 .  (Kepenlud  Stot.  Law  Boy. 
(I.l  Act,  1878) 398.  4WI 

10  &  11  CuAKLBi)  I.  (Ig34^3!i).— C.   10.  Fur  tmppctiattn;  coihsfun  mid  i<Ile 

wandorcri.     (J^tpealod  Ktitt.  Law  liiv.  (l.)  Aci,  1878)  .       iHO,  3tf:t 

7  WiLtlAK  in.  (1695).— <■.  21.   Ffiv  thp  ViUitt  ftupprciwiiK  loriM.  fobboTi, 

and  rapiiunwN.     (Heucjtli)d  &tii.t.  I^iw  Rttr.  (Imlnnd)  Act,  I87i4)  396 

9  WttUAM  UI.  (1697). -C.  0.  ToumondT  Wm.  lll.c.  21.    (Repaaled  Stat. 

Litw  Rov.  (Irttknd)  Act,  1878) 3VQ 

2  Ainra  (17Q3).— 0.   If.   To  ■>iM't  a  workhonao  in  tha  city  of  Dublin  fnr 

flmployinff  and  DiuiRtniiiiii^  thu  jKtor,  and  torelitvH,  ru);tiLiti',  nud 
M>'t  Ut  votk  itll  TJigii boiiilK  imd  bi^gnni.  (Thf  coriiniutiun  hi'r\-iiy 
en>al«d  diiMlvoil  by  1  Quo.  II.  e.'il;  mpfalvil  11  &  U  iinv.  IJI. 
o.  11,  s.  I) 397.  413 

8  AintB  (1707). — C.  11.  Ax&inat  vugninta  and  tTotendera  to  bo  Iiitb  gentle- 

men  wuDdDriogabuui.    (Ilviruntc^  2B  \  ict.  o.  33)    .       .       .       399,4(16 

3  Gsoaoii  I.  [171&).— 0.  17.  Tot'mpou-iTJuKticniito  d«tonnine di>put<»  about 

WMgeu.  Miimtcta  and  i-burrhwurdimM  nf  a  juimh  (-uii>owored  lo  bind 
Oitt  any  rhild  begging,  or  Any  ]i'>or  ibiM  t'l  n  l*i>ilHflunlhotiK>lcw|Mrr 
or  tmdvinuuj.  (RviwUikI  in  ixu-l '^l  Ovo.  III.  c.  11&,  t.  1 :  9ChKi.  IV. 
c.  63,  a.  1  ;  fi  &  6  Virt.  n.  97.  «.  2  ;  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  113,  a.  09.  in 
general  t«nu  and  loaving  parts  of  «.  2,  3,  4,  &,  6,  7,  i),  10,  I&,  16, 

17  Stat.  1-w  Hiiv.  (I.)  Alt,  1878-781 400 

€  UBOaoK  I.  (I7I9}.— C.  VI.  To  continua  and  amend  the  Act*  for  Huppr«a». 
in^  toriea,  robbers,  and  rapparues.  (Kopualod  i^uU.  Law  lUiv.  (l.) 
Art,  1878) 3B0,  401 

11  Gko&ob  I  (!J21). — C  8.  To  txintinUL-  iind  amend  Uil- Acta  (or  (iii|>]irt«aing 

tories,  robbor*,  aod  rappareea.     (llejienLeil  1 1  &  t'Z  l.<^>,  HI.  c.  flj    .       401 

IOGmuobI.  (1723).— C.  3, 1.  17.  Tbo  Lonl  Mayor  uf  DaliLiu  uuny  nmko 
mica  for  the  boidlM  to  dwx  tbd  city,  A^.,  af  bi-Kf;ura,  and  inltini  a 
Bne  of  10a.  fur  each  breach.  (Itcpeultid  Smi.  Law  It.n-.  (I.)Arl,  1878}       40a 

1  OftOROB  It-  (1737). —C-  27,  a.  30.  workliouw:'  Mothoritifs  or  "ny  Kvi'  of 
then,  cmpowLTi-d  to  cauau  Iwggan  and  vadmnta  tu  be  >(.-iz>-d ;  and 
any  fifteen  of  them  may  aeiit«n.c«  them  to  conflnument  In  the  wcirk- 
huuRc  for  nnt  lou^r  than  fi  >iir  yean.  OarjxinitiOTi  rrrated  by  2  Ann«, 
c.  19,  dinotvird.    (Ii<i|>riJnd  11  &:  1 J  Oou.  UI.  c.  2<l|  ...       40-i 

3  Qborob  II.  (17'Jft).— C.  14.  All  cuntmcia  ot  byL»-Uw»  id  nnl^w^ll  cbibi  of 
ttadoKmun  tor  lulvuncin;  wop'ii  to  K<  void.  {Kvpt-iiW  in  part  44 
OrOi.  III.  c  ills,  a.  1  :  (jdiii.  JV.i?.  VXd.  ■.2:  n.nil  9  Ot^'.  IV.  c  A3, 
».  I ;  riwidua  by  SUt   Law  Ifc*.  [I.)  Att.  1878}  ...         .       4«i 

SGlOROB  II.  (17'29).— C-  17,  •■  *■  Ona  inanibLir  of  the  workhoiiiw  boiud 
Hnpawured  to  oxi-niim  the,  powi-ra  dfllontod  to  Hvr  by  1.  Gvn.  II. 
c. 27,  and  buiullrs,  l^ll-huun,  and  conatttbica neKliictin)f  to ap]<rrhund 
l>*KK>ir*  liibiotoa  fln«  of  iOt.  (Ii«pb«1«d  1 1  &  I'i  Um>.  III.  c.  29)  402,  407 
3HOK  11.  (1731). — C.  14.  a.  12.  Vugtanic  niid  b):etpini<:ouiiiuUinKd>»- 
ordrrn  in  thf  V"rklioiiH  u.  be  i-onimilied  b,  hridea-itU.  (K^pualisl 
11  4  Vi  Qto.  111.  1--  I'J) 403 
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9  GsosaB  Tl.  (173fi}.— C.  6,  «.  2,  fl,  4.  Loov,  idle  vagrants,  ud  All  loatt 
poraonH  o>  iiitkiDOua  UvMand  dtaimctrn,  on  prr«mttiMiit  of  on  war* 
nint.  may  \m  committed  to  the  ooonty  gMtl  till  the^  ean  be  Mat  on 
boud  tbs  tn3l  or  to  tlu  pUiKMioDB  is  Ajiterit*.  Contuue*  !  Will.  III. 
C.31;9  Will.  III.  c.  9  ;  6  Anne,  cv  II ;  pirtof  11  Om.  II.  c.  9.  {K«- 
jwnlWSlnt.  LftwKcT- (I.)Act,  1879.) 

9  Orobob  II.  0T3G). — C  ib,  «.  15.  EnactB  pravumu  limilAr  bo  3  Qeo.  U. 
c.  IT, ».  4.  for  th«  cHy  of  Cork.     (apmt.  I^oohI.)       .... 

IBO«aiH»II.(174l>).— C.3l,fl.  II.  RepenUprovUioiMof  SQmi.II.  c.  IT.  ■.  «. 
(UoPMled  lift  I2G«K).  III.  c.  II.) 

23  QsoRflB  II.  (1746). — C.  11,  i.  10.  BofrgHnaQd  vurmnte  labanriDB  under 
oAniBive ^Boidani  Rnlering  tbem  oSfinuve to  the su^ht,  and dutfrer- 
oua  to  health.  babOKnttotbeirorkfaouBe.  (RepualM  t^lal.  IawUov. 
(I.)  Art,  1879) 

3  Otouos  111.(1703).— C.  34,  h.  23,  24.  Oombinetioiu  ioniaowa^gm  or 
tike  prioo  of  kbavr  m  worknuuuliip  io  linan,  oonoa.  or  any  otluT 
muwfMttire  to  boponiahed.  (UepetledS  (Ho.  IV.  e.  122,  a.  I.hiuI 
fiut.  Lit*  Rev.  (l.(  Act.  18T9] 

I)  ft  I2GBonGi!  111.(1771-3].— C,  9.  BopesU  8  Oeo.  I .  c.  9. 

II  A  12  OBoium  III.  U'Tl-2).— C.  II, u.  13,  14, 16.  Ko  vvftithoiid  orttnil- 
lin^  bPt^gar  to  be  sent  to  the  worklwaM.  neadlb%  NJloirttrs.  uid 
coDjUblea  to  nrmat  ra^rnnte  omder  k  pemlLy  of  3Us.  (itepealed 
SUI.  Uw  RPT.  (I.)  Ai-I,  1879) 407,  413 

II  &  la  OiioBoi  111.  (1T71-2).— O.  1ft,  a.  40.  CoMbiuationa  to  ndae  w^ea 
or  price  of  labour  vn  Lho  dty  of  Cork  to  be  puniah"d.  WKgoa  lo  bo 
oeltlol  eT<!r\-  VMila  anuaont.     (Ucp««Jt<l  Xh  &  IB  Vict,  c  142,  a.  1).       4m 

n  ft  12  QmnfMK  111.  (1771-2}.— <:.  29,  RepMila  I  (iw.  II.  r,  27;  3  O«0. 
U.c.  IT;  5  »i<o.  II.(.  I4l  2  Anne,  c.  19;  19  Ueo.  U.  «.  21.  (B»- 
pwawl  Stal.  Luw  R«r.  (I.)  Act,  18711). 

II  &  12  tiiouoB  UI.  (1771-2).— C.  30.  IB.  4,  A,  ft,  7,8,10.  CorpotKtiou  lor 
the  raUef  of  the  puoi  to  Kroot  badgea  to  llie  hclplea*  pour  who  li»vo 
reatdfld  one  ywr  in  thotr  diatriot,  ana  h>  grant  them  a  Ucvnco  to  be«. 
Workhouwa  to  bo  ertnbliabed  for  the  roliof  of  the  poor.  Rrpnu* 
SaHen-VIU.  c  Ifi  :  10  ft  11  Cku-lea  I.  <^.4  tOU,  410,  411,  418,410 

II  ft  12  Okoror  III.  (1*71*2). — C.  3S.  CombiDation*  or  joamermen  tulon 
and  »hipivri(ibts  la  ntiau  wvuva  in  the  citv  of  DuUiu  tu  ^mi  pwoiabel. 
(UeLi«aled  Stat.  1.1V  Rev.  (1.)  Act,  I87U) 406 

13  ft  H  Qborob  JII.  (1T7.1-4).~C'.  46,  aa.  S.  4.  &,  6,  8.  21.  Bf«gkra  in 
Dublin  mny  bn  twot  t»  the  Hniun  nt  Indiurtry.  Nmn-i'iyrr*,  idioe- 
(.'l>-itoen>,  luiiket.i-arri»r*  tntui  uiHrkrI.  und  n-iuloi*  of  luuil)  wnnwin 
iJublin  without  liranco  tOHy  bo  ixtDLuiitkd  us  vvgiibonds.  (B«p<nled 
HtAt.  Lnvrllev.  (I.)  Act,  187U) 410.411 

lit  ft  16  Oaunoa  III.  fl7r&>6]-— C.  21*.  Poor  cliUdron  above  one  year  oU 
nnt  to  bv  rrvHtivfii  into  tfae  Foundling  lio*piul.  [Repealed  StaU  L«w 
Kuv.  (I.)  Mt,  lul'J) 

I«  ft  20  OBonoR  lit.  (1770-80).— C.  10,  a.  2.  Makini;;  In-e-lawa  or  order* 
for  rvgidnting  or  iwlrBncing  tfae  pric«  of  Inbuur  tu  m  evidence  td  on- 
InwfHrrumliiiwtion.     (UupoilMd  SUt.  L«w  I{v%-.  il.)  Ad,  1S7B) 

IB  ft  20  Gbomob  III.  (1770-80).— C.  27.  Jouraeyinen  In  tke  city  of  Cork  only 
to  bo  whipped  xftor  conviction  by  a  iory.  Aneoda  tl  ft  12 
(m).  [11,  <'.  liik    (Never  repealed,  but  no  longer  In  Corue  becauaa  tho 

Act  which  it  imiond*  ia  repealed) 

20  iisonoB  III.  (t779-S0).--('-  SO-  CofnbiiuUiona  to  flic  the  priiii  of 
lubour  umoniftt  thoati  coocvnu^  in  t.h<y  itrovitiaa  tntdf  in  Dublin  to 
be  punished.  (Bopcolcd  ^t.  Uw  llfv.  (1.)  Act.  Ifl70j  . 
22  OaoBOR  III.  {1781.2),— U,  22.  To  lunund  19  ft  20  Geo.  ni.&86. 
(Ropeoled  Btal.  Law  Kev.  (1.)  Act,  Uia)  ..... 
22  Oborob  III.  (I78I-2).— C.  46.  Kuina  ntiAod  for  providirur  fra- tha 
ini|aiten(  poor  and  bo^i^ra  ander  l\  ft  12  Geo.  Ill.c.  :!t),  and  which 
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hHin>  nut   hxfn  nlipli'^t)  Ui  thi>  piirpiwirii  iif  tb"  Atrt,  Ui  l)i>  8p]ili<nl  lit 
th(!  purpwcK  uf  llv  county-  (KvjH.-nk'^l  Stat.  Litw  Ri-v.  (I.)  Att,  1979) 
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33  *  34  Qnmot  III.  (1T83>4).— 0.  M.    To  continue  SI   t  '12  Qtst.  IIT. 

c.  S2,  Ui  the  jrar  I'M.  HtqiivtlKl  Kbit  Law  ficv.  (I.)  Aet.  1878}  .  4IW 
23  k  34  OxoMtiK  111.  (1TH3.-I).— 0.  M.     KulHim})«ni  UtMtim  t^butiablp  piir- 

post«  iiientioiMnl  in  11  &  12  U«o.  Ill,  c.  30,  doditrmJ  to  Ik-  iiHinilu.'n 

of  thi>  Cur]Kiriition  ontLtod  by  the  Act.     (tceptuled  Btat.  Law  J{«t. 

(I.)  Act,  1»T9) 410 

27  Oeorob  III.  [IT87).— C  67.  Toenalilw  the  Corj-onition  oJ  thv  Pow  ia 

Dublin  to  aLquire  and  take  Uada  wiLbio  two  miles  at  the  CurUe  for 

the  purpoM«  of  tho  House  of  Indiutry.     [LCeptaled  Stmt.  Iaw  licv. 

(I.J  Act,  1ST9) 4in 

•SO  nxoRoB  HI.  (L790).— Ct.  32.  To  nndcnr  the  tmuportation  of  felon*  niid 

vngnWniJa  muru  easy.     fIl4.>)ruidod  BtaL  Lkw  Uor.  (1.)  At^t,  l^Tvj  113 

31  Ubobob  III.  (i;ei).— <;.  14.   Coniloiiw  S  Asm,   0.  11.    (RepMilL>d  KtAL 

I^wRc*.  (t.)Act,  tB79) 413 

36  OwiuB  III.  {I70&)-— C.  36,  m-  S7,  2»,  3fi.   A,nj  ponom  harbonrinff  « 

rojtuo  or  nii^ulwnJ  to  be  livblu  tu  n  floe  uf  £50  for  a  flnt  oflunce. 
and  £ll}D  (or  every  ■iibfieqiumt  offaDra.  8iipi>rintfiiid(mt  inn^fistnttot 
orconataUc*,  Ac,  may  enter  nlo^hoiiiti'y,  Aic..  (intiit|<[ii'irhuiiil  joumoy- 
taaa,  ■ppnmtinw,  asmuitu,  m  luhourura  dtitiking  iir  gitiTiiii^  at  OD- 
MBwin&bie  hour*.  (Repcttltid  18  iivn.  III.  c.  140,  tliu  umrgiuA] 
ntfcnrtK-v  in  which  Act  is  WTx)n9)       ....  41.1 

3ti  OuxoK  111.  (li»t).--i;.  2(1,  M.ln,  IH,  19.  20,22,90,31.32,  34.  KLning«n 
miiy  bu  uTcrttHl  aud  oittiiiiied  un  u»tli  lu  to  their  ]>lai^e  of  hIjuIv,  fto, 
r«rwD6  foiiD4  out  of  Lheir  pinoe  of  abodo  od«  hour  alter  Huavvt  to 
tiumM,  if  imt  out  for  u  lnwful  puipcwo  nuy  bo  Muit  on  boknl  tho 
narv  as  TtM-ruitA.     (lti'[M<itli^d  17  f><v).  III.  ama.  S,  c.  13)   .  414,415 

37  GaOKGK  111.  (17&7).— C.  34.  To  euipowur  tho  CorDOFatioii  ol  the  Houm 

of  liidiintM-  to  chooao  howh  govomors  until  May  1,  17M,  any  thrw] 
or  moR!  iX  whom  aru  to  Iwve  tho  Mle  uunafpnaeDt.  (Aiiiend4.'d  by 
40  Om.  tli.e.  40) 4in 

37  Gaoxos  III.  [1707).— C.  38,  ■.  8.  TtntM  taking  unlawful  oaiha  Ualilo  Ui 

bd  KDt  Ui  serve  in  thvannyomaTy.  (Itc{>«Ll{)d  47  Ueo.  UI.  Sum.  i, 

o.  ni 4ld 

38  GlOboe  lit.  (I79&).— C.  21,  a.  4.  Punwn*  found  in  poaaetiaicin  uf  unia, 

■>r  (ifliagmire  vreapona,  to  be  de«nied  disurd'  riy  pttraons.     (Hepeakd 

47  Ow.  III.  Suaa.  2.  c.  131 41< 

SH  GioaoB  III.  (1791!).— C.  31.  lo  continue  the  NVen  ROTomora  of  the 
hooaoof  induAtty  in  uffioc  nntil  Slay  1,  1799.  No  bM^r  to  bo  dia> 
ohafged  without  the  contwot  of  thna  gontfnon.  (U)titinui<d  ■nd 
uModod  by  39  Otio.  III.  o.  S» ;  40  Geo.  III.  c.  33 ;  50  Ucm.  Ilf. 
V.  193.  Obaolcto,  left  unrepealed  by  8lat.  law  Kcv,  Ai-t  I.I.).  IHIO, 
aa  being  local) 410,116 

38  Gbo&ox  111.(1798].— C.  S.'i,  Kine]MTiwnanaRiMlintb*Ai-ttob<.'a{)jKiiQti>d 
ai  gOTMnon  of  the  houn*  of  indnsir)-  with  power  to  cleot  ■.(fivtre  at 
nlimM  not  cicvcdinr  CUl'O  in  th<^<  i^Ri^TcintUi.  (Cuntinmi^l  by  3S  Geo. 
113-0.38.     hf^iHTiili'd  HUit.  liiiw  Hiiv.  (I.)  A«,  l**rD)  .         .410 

3B  GBoaoa  III.  (179Q].— C.  3H.  Tt>  mntinue  28  Qva.  III.  c.  34,  and  88 
Geo.  III.  c.  35,  until  Mar  1>  1800,  atid  thntnf  tnthflmid  of  Ihnnvxt 
MMion  of  purliamuul.    (Bopoakd  Sut.  L;iw  Kcv.  <I.)  Avt.  ISTft)     .      410 

40  Oaoaoji  UI.  (180U).— C.  33.  To  eantinue  xnd  aniend  38  Gm.  111.  c.  31., 
ugronto  nlariaa  may  bu  incrvaacd  to  £I,1(H]).  (Aiui-ndt'd  by  &0 
Geo.  III.  o.  1B2.  fiwpoalwl  in  part  Hut.  Law  Hot.  (I.)  Act,  1879; 
n»iduw  local) 410 

40  Groilai:  III.  (IfrOO).— C.  40.  To  ain«ul  37  Goo.  III.  «.  34,  by  empower-    . 

ing  tho  Lord  Licutonant  to  tiiipoint  not  men-  tluin  five  goTi'mon  of 
the  Uoutvof  Jndustrv  itint'tLJ  <>r»i-vi;n.  (Auniuided  by  4 1  Geo.  III. 
c.  60,  and  I  Q«o.  IV.'o.  1».     Loral) 410 

41  OaoBoa  III.  (IHOl).— C.  60.  To  ainind  40  Geo.  III.  c.  40,  by  f mpoww- 

ing;  tile  five  guvomon  to  •Wl  IhrMi  uthArv.     (R<^pu•](Kl  60  Guu.  UI. 

r.  1SI2) 4in 

4S  GiOKoif  III.  (1800).— C.  M.   Wht«e  aoymembBr  of  a  Corporation  for  the 
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Poor  •tMll  tnnke  K  appenr  to  any  Jud^  of  ama  th«l  s  fffratsr  flam 
■Ikiittd  he  IfiTied  than  the  aiuiu  incfitiaa«d  in  II  ft  IS  [i«n.  III. 
6.  SO,  Antt  'J.t  &  it  tiro  III,  c.  48,  thn  gnnd  jnry  lihall  prauanl  wath 
nun*  up  III  not  Imu  th«ii  £400  nur  niarv  Uudi  £$O0  for  anjr  town, 
Bor  bMt  thnn  £(Mia  ikjt  more  than  £700  tor  n  conntT.  pUmaM 
Stal.  Uw  Ittv.  Act,  IH?) 410 

47  (JM'Hoii  111.  (IRUT).— S<-«,   ?,   c.   13.     Repmla  S6  Oeo.  til.  c  SA^  S7 
Ok>.  Ill-v.  39;  SBO«o.  111.  c.  ^1. 

•IK  Gbuuib  Itl.  (18D8).~- C.  HO.  Nisfal-vulkera  to  be  treated  u  ngtWkUk 
Mid  if  chiiilnm  to  benjipr-ntix-il.  li"p(wlA  3S  Um.  III.  c.  SB.  |K»- 
l-raili'd  in  pert  b  Ow.  IV.  t.  1112,  i«.  6.  Id,  iO,  33 ;  Htat.  Uw  Kev. 
Act*.  IST-i  (No.  2J,  1873) 41< 

AO  GtvHCK  UI.  (l$10f.— C.  192.  To  UMoid  and  continue  38  Geo.  ULe. 

3t,  nnd  10  Gi>o.  lit.  c.  33.    ReMol*  41  G«,.  III.  c.  SO.  .  110 

64  Gioiuil  in.  (1811}.— C.  116,  8.   ).     Bepcela  in  part,  2  G».  I.  c  17:  & 

iico.  n.c.  14. 

«l  Gbokci  III.  (1814}.— C,  129.  To  MnniJ  tbo  icTcnl  Acts  for  nigttUiing 
the  Foundling  HMipital  in  Ihiblin,  and  to  napniTfir  the  gavtrwtn 
to  Hiiipend  thn  admiMioii  of  inTknts  for  tax  iDonlfaa  in  tite  y&tr.  113 

1  GsoKoi  IV.  (IS'JO].— C.  40.  To  anxind  tlii>  Imwn  rebiling  to  thw  HanSB  at 
Iridusirj'  in  Dublin,  and  to  empower  tlie  Lord  Litutauuit  to  apjxunt 
one  soveraor  only  with  a  atlaf?  at>t  exceeding  C&OO  per  aniiom.  in 
wtifim  sll  the  fwiw^TSi  of  formfr  ^<rcn>on  upb  to  Iw  waunL  'I'he 
I.onl  Li«ut«iuuit  may  appoint  viaitura  to  mwfl  qturtxrl/  aad  report 
to  him 41» 

ft  Onaas  rV.  (1826)  —a  fifi,  a.  1.  Rep«ala  33  Han.  VIIL  c  9, 

6  UUKOR  IV.  (1K-2A),— C.  102,  aa.  6,  IS,  30,  S3.  BepwU'  48  Geo.  111.  e. 
140,  in  put. 

0  OBunoR  IV.  (18'28).— C.  122.  Repeal*  3  Owt-  III.  c.  34. 

fl  Gboroz  IV.  (18-20;,— C.  129,  a.  i.  Bapeala  33  Hen.  VIIL  o.  9;    3  G«o. 

II.  c.  14.  in  itttrt. 
9  OtoKOi  IV.  (IS'JS].— C.  £3,  a.  I.  Hepeala  3  Edw.  tl.  c.  1 ;  18  Uen.  TI. 

c.  3;  28Hiai.  V1.V.3;  3Ggu.  Lc.  17  in  part;  3  Goo.  U.  &  34 

input, 
in  Gkoxok  IV,  (1880).— C.  84.  a.  1.  Rop«l»  28  Hen.  VI.  c.  8. 

1  ti  2  Vu^oKU  (1837}._C.  f>8,  it«.  3,  oil-     IIo(bw«  of  Indoetrjr  and  Ponnd- 

Uug  llQa]dt«b  to  be  onder  the  dinx-tiun  and  cmtnl  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commiaaioaen.  Fcoioiu  deaorting  thbir  wivta  or  chiUno  to  bo 
liable  to  thTM>  months  han)  iabour.  (R«i<mlMi  3  ft  3  Virt.  e.  1, 
a.  10;  «ft7  Vict  c.  92,  m.  9,  10;  10  ft  II  Virt.  o.  SI,-.  10.  17; 
10  ft  11  Vict  c.84,a.  li  lOftn  Vii-l.  V.  90.  m.  9.  13;  I?  ft  13 
Vict,  c.  101,  w.  2,  13  1  35  ft  2«  Vict.  o.  83,  a.  13:  31  ft  32  Vict. 
«.  49.  a.  15;  StftLUwRcv.  Act.  IS74,  No2.j    .  .     410,419.431- 

9  ft  3  VicTOHiA  (18381.-0.  1,  a.  10.  Bepimla  I  ft  2  Vici.  c.  U,  in  put. 

5  ft  6  ViLToau  (1842).— U.  97.  H.  i,  »,  10.  Rep«ala  2  Geo.  I.  c.  17.  in 

pArt. 
a  ft  7  VicrroRLi  (1843).-^\  n.  m.  9,  10.  Kepcala  1  ft  2  Virt.  c.  (6.  in  pott 

10  ft  II  Vicroau  (1847).— C.  31,  u.  16.  17.  B«pe*U  1  ft  2  Vict.  c.  fi«,  in 

10  &  II  VroTofti.i  (1S47),— C.  S4,  F^  the  pUDithmoDt  of  vnennta  and 
pcreona  offending  agaiut  tba  lawa  in  wra  for  (he  relief  of  tho  dfati- 
tulf-  pwr  in  IrcbuuT.  (The  firat  8  aeotdona  of  Ihiii  .\i't  an-  nil]  law, 
Tb«  liu>t  uKtion  (Bl  ti  n-pwled  br  Htat.  Law  Rev.  AoL,  1876)  .  421 

to  ft  11  VicioBU  (lUT).— C.  90,  H.  9,  is.  Kepada  I  ft  3  Vict.  c.  M,  in 
pan. 

12  ft  13  Virmiui  (1849).— C.  104,  ta.  2,  12.    Kepeala  1  ft  2  Virt.  i^  68,  in 

IQ  A  10  Vic^BM  (1852).- C.  t4t.a.  1.  Repeola  11  ft  IS  Geo.  Ill  c.  18. 

10  ft  17  Vttrmau  (1863).— C.  113  a.  B».  HepMlaS  Gao.  1.  o.  17.  in  gtner*! 

t*rm*. 
3A  ft  m  VicTOMA  (I8A2I.-C.  83,  *.  13.  Ittqwala  I  ft  2  Tut  e.  SO,  ia  pwrt. 
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31  ft  32  VicroaTA  (1868).— C.  2A.  Ta  eortend  tha  Indiutriol  Schoota  Act 
(29  k  no  Virt.  c.  118)  to  Irabnd 

SI  *  32  ViL-ruKiA  ( 186 7-8} .—r;.  49.  «.  16.  Rmiula  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  56,  in  part. 

Stat.  Law  Kev.  Act  (I872J.  Rrpwdn  46  Geo.  III.  c.  flfi 

Sl.it.  Imv  Ik-v.  Act  (18(2,  (Xo. -i^,  |I8;&}.  Rept^'lSGeo.  III.  c.  HO,in|)art. 

mn.1.  U«  Krv.  Act  (18;4]  (Nn.  2)'.  Iti-pmlii  i  Jic  ■>  Vkt.  c.  al\  in  pitrL 

SUt.  Jaw  IUt.  AcMI876).     Repwls  «.  9  uf  1 0  &  tl  VU-t-  r.  H. 

Sut-  Law  Rt'V. (t.)  AlI  (1878).  RcpoaU  3  E4w.  II.  c.2:  2i  UtM.  Yt.  c.  7  ; 
11  Kits.  A.  5,  MM.  1  :  10  A  II  Cur.  I.  c.  G  ;  lOJtll.  Ciir  I.  c.  \6 ,  7 
■Wm.  III.  o,  21  :  9  WiU.  Ill-  c.  29  ;  2  a*o  I.  c  IT  :  e  Geo.  L  u.  9  : 
n  Um.  I.  c.  13  ;  10  Geo.  I.  o.  3  :  rmi<lu«  of  3  Oro.  II.  c.  U  ;  9  iUv. 

II.  V.  &.  10&2OOW.  III.  (.-.  Ifr;  IS  &  20  Geo.  III.  c  W;  21&23 
Geo.  in.  c.  23;  3.1  &  24  Oou.  III.  c.  51. 

Slat.  Law  K«r.  (I.)  Act  (1870).  Re(>«wU  23  G«o.  II.  C.  1 1 :  3  0«o.  IU.O.M; 
11  &  i2ti^.  III.  a.  It:  n  ft  13  Urn.  in.G.  80;  11  &  13  Om.  III. 
c.  39;  13  ft  1-1  Gm>.  Itl.  v.  46;  lH  k  16  Goo.  III.c.  2$:  31  A  32 
Geo.  III.  a.  iS;  23  &  24  Geo.  ill.  r,  lS8 ;  27  Geo.  HI.  <■.  ST;  M 
Q<K),  111.  c.  33:  II  0»i>.  HI.  o.  44:  38  Geo.  III.   c.  86 ;    98  Geo. 

III.  c.  38 ;  40  Goo.  III.  c.  33,  in  piirt. 


WALES. 

TixBDoriAx  Com  (circ«  lOSO).— Book  I.  c.  SI,  «.  11.  0««aCn  daos  of  the 

laod<nmer          ...........  434 

Uook  II.  c.  2,  «8.  12,  U.  Themenof  Arvon  privilegodasto  pAt-tnoRttfor 

guests.     I'hn  phvilogM  of  Arrou 434 

DmvnAN  C<ii>«  {cirm   1180). — Itoolr  II.  c.  S,  b.  13.  Ilatlwuring  of  u  guest    .  430 

Hook  It.,  K.  17,  ■.  49.  C'ltption  l4.-«  for  a  fugitii-c  boniimuci                          .  4''I3 

Hook  III.  c,  3,  ■.  8,  'Vbe  ttondiiuui  to  b«  riilund  h»  .i  lioiinl  4:1.1 

GmxnAN  CoTiB  (circa  D4S).— Book  I.  o.  4,  Of  tho  king'n  rr<tinua  .                .  4J4 

Bi4tk  II .  r*.  39,  n.  46.  Vim  for  an  oBTancn  agiiinit  a  homi'lM*  brijtK*''  ''■'- 

SoxiJRT  OR  AjfuxALutiH  Lawn.'  Ho<ik  V.  c.  2,  a  111.  Dettciiption  uid  wortlt 

of  an  adrentitioui  and  a  domestic  Vondmui 433 

Dock  VI.  c.  I,  B.  73.  IV-Acriiition  of  a  wmnK  hondmaD  ....  433 

Book  IX.  tr.  36.  a.  I.  OuurduLiiH  n-qutml  for  custody  of  gUMts        .         .  43t 

ikiok  X.  V.  8.  a.  S,  Th»  iun«  niglita  o(  thegumtt  ticiniv  n  niii*  of  law         .  4.11 
Book  X.  c.  13i  a.  1.  Ucholwra  pon&iited  tu  mk-  llivir  boudtnen  accord- 
In^  to  conditional  tmndog*  jn  Sontli  Waive,  and  perpetual  iHwdaj^a 

in  OM^-»cdd 133 

Book  XI.  r.  1,  a.  12.  PuniahmfMit  for  fnrdinj([a  {oi<d -forbidden  man         .  434 
Book  Xt.  V.  2.  a.  2.  Convvotioiuil  Ijouduiun  may  be  aold  or  gimn  by 

their  lorda 433 

Book  XJV.  c.  3,  a.  3.  As  to  caonornting  a  guest 431 

Book  XIV.  C-.  3,  >.  .11.  Tha  kinK*  Gwoatm  oow 434 

Book  XIV.  0.  10,  a.  6.  The  lord'a  Gweotva  duea  from  hia  mao        .  434 

Ituott  XIV.  c.  12,  a.  7.  AatOBionontin); n-guoat    .■        ...  431 

]l<M>k  XIV.o.  12,  a.  11.  AatoeaoneraUnga^eat 431 

Boiik  XIV.  c  ]G,  a.  0.  A*  to  axoofliKtinga  gueat 431 

Hook  XI V.  0.  16,  a.  22.  Aa  to  exonoratiog  a  giir«t 431 

book  XIV.  c.  16,  a.  9.  Guuidiuua  upproprl&be  for  lawful  gueati      .  431 

Book  XI V.  r.  31,  a.  3.  Aa  to  aa  uddetw  of  ctutodr  of  gooato  .        .        .  433 

fiovkXIT.  c.  21,  a.  14.  Aatoaoarddolwof  onstod/of  gnoat*        .  432 
Book  XIV.  c.  30,  M.  I,  2,  3,  4.  Of  tbnft  aliM-nt,  f.^r  which  an  Ardd«lw  ia 

not  hod,  and  agaiaat  which  guardiana  are  to  bo  bad ....  432 

BOItDER  LAWS  BETWEEN  EXGLAND  AND  SCOTLAND. 

ItjWBi  III.  of  EnKland  and  Alkxanuib  II.  of  ScolUnd  (1249).— 0,  3.  Me- 

thoila  of  rtrcovoring  fuKitirn  vawLLii  or  bondmcai       ....  32 
CowAkfi  VI.  of  England  und  SIahv  of  tkntland  (161&).— C.  7.  Utuderon, 
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Uiierw,  robbvni,  nraavayi^  rebcU,  or  olbet  evi]-do«ra  whiibiMnr 
flytnc  front  od«  coontry  w  Out  otlwr  to  be  dnliwnjd  np  within  tan 
dkys  after  Cho  proMotation  of  a  Ivttw  of  roquUtba  ... 
Hmxabhh  of  Eo^UiMl  and  Jamba  VI.  ol  SoatUnd  (IkBti). — Nm)b  of  tb« 
lirolnn  bordenn  (o  keep  fat  thdr  oompaar  any  idle  psraooa  not 
employed  in  uty  hoiiiMt  MrviM  or  tnd« ;  no  idln  porMOi  to  bo  nf- 
ttaid  to  NRuia  in  tho  burder  TiDa(ai  or  ale-bonHai .... 
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ISLE  OF  MAS. 

9  Hkxri  V.  (1121).— No  man  of  whatevttr  oondition  to  go  oat  of  tint  inland 

wHliout  liccDM  of  UiH  lord  or  Ilia  litniUoant 4<l 

Ohnpoieci  and  ahipmen  to  have  lir«nc«  to  go  to  England  ....       44:1 
Tesanli  or  ■omnta  ngl  to  bo  lakm  out  m  tlio  iiUod  without  lic«n»  of 
tbo  Uratauat  on  pain  of  forfdtanof  the  reaael  in  which  they  are 
oooveyed,  ftc.  All  Scota  to  avoid  iho  land.  Nofnan  tobrtngbc^[an 
or  v^^sbondf  into  thviatmid  on  jniti  of  foi-fcitnr*  of  hia  butt  443 

3  EuzanKTH  (1961).— No  iiUvn  wnuinx  ii>lo  any  baren  u-ith  mvivbundiw  or 
otherwianto  paas  further  without  liceooo  os  piin  of  forfeiture  of  hu 
gnoda  and  imprbonoMint.  Iriah  womon  loiloring  and  not  worlring 
cominanded  forth  of  tho  !■]«,  and  no  boat  heteait«r  to  being  any 
such  peitoiu  Into  the  bla  on  pain  of  forfeiture 443 

T  JamesI  (1809). — To  fix  thfl  wa^afnloiij^im,diiv«i*,hat»CBua,  tailoca, 
woollAn  and  linen  wtAtert,  rnJlera,  mMona,  oarpeoters,  abipwiighta, 
hooMra,  a]»t«n.  tbaicben,  and  blaokamitha 443 

iCuAULM  11-  (lfi04}. — roreona  oooreying  nati^'ea  oat  of  thn  iiland  witkaut 
•pcGJal  boenea  to  bo  fined,  and  tt-n-uuta  leaving  without  licence  to  be 
proceeded  agaJnat.  BefnctoTy  M^rT»nla  to  be  paBiehud  by  impciacm- 
ment  and  apaie  diet.  Vaarunt  x-rvanta  to  bo  pinuabud.  Ualc  eer- 
vante  not  to  be  compellea  to  icrTe  onlrea  engaged  in  wiat«r  tina. 
and  temalft  eemnta  within  a  TMtaonnblo  time  of  lammer  .  -115, 444 

6  CaAiaaa  II.  {t6BA]. — The  poor  not  to  beg  out  of  their  own  pariah,  if  tbay 

do  they  are  to  be  warned  back  ;  if  tlioy  neglect  or  rvfiiw  thvy  on  to 
bo  comuolkd  and  whipped,  and  If  Uioy  continue  dlwbedieiit  umv  ant 
to  be  tuien  to  givol  eatil  they  doolara  UicauolTca  oonforaable.  Hono 
but  blind,  Ifttne,  maimed,  decrepid,  or  othnr  inlirm  pftrtona  tro  to  be 
ntliovnd.  Ymuig  iind  aonnd  panona  nrn  t"  Kbouror  otln'rwiiio  made 
to  aerve  OS  iii-roiijla,  or  e]aeb«00BUuiIt«d  until  they  eubmit  .  .  444 
Appnoticee  to  entL^r  into  mraty  to  aervo  fur  Ave  yoats,  and  when  out  of 
time  not  to  tnko  itpprcncioee  thomjol'vtfl  fbr  one  year,  nor  to  many 
for  one  year  withuut  ipr^-ial  licunoo 44T 

7  Cnaai-sa  K.  (L66T). — To   Bx  tht>  wa^ea  of  plooghDiec,  driver*,  boramoen, 

bonaehuld  flahinnoD,  mcu  acrrantc,  and  tbepbarda.  Knfravtory  ear- 
WBtB  (0  be  impriMint^  nnd  di'^Uid.  I'ltaons  not  to  bavn  the  iMSirtft 
of  choic«  children  exc«pt  with  tho  approbation  of  the  jury  of 
•ervanta  ...........449 

l&  VicTOHix  (1849). — 0.  40.  Unaton  of  Tmtle  bringing  over  pnupen  ov 
Tasranta  to  bo  imprifionod  until  they  enter  into  anretiee  to  maintain 
UiL-  pniiprr  or  va^rriint  while  In  tho  taland,  and  lo  ronvoy  blm  bark 
to  IJie  port  fiotn  wbcncr  hi' wna  brouKht.     (Rep<ial«d  ISTo)  .       451 

47  &  48  VicToRU  (1884).— C.  40.  To  aittble  Mnnx  children  to  be  ecnt  to 
Bofonnatory  or  Indtistiial  Schools  In  Unat  Britain. 
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CHANNEL   ISLANDa. 

Jekhet. 

Charlm  n.  (IQS&V —Letters  ?a.t4mt  of  CharlM  IT.  providing  fior  th«  sotting 

to  work  of  pour  and  idle  puoplo  .,.■-.  iki 

Ubouob  III.  (Cxxlcnf  1771)- — I'rovinun  to  be  madi)  in  each  parish  for  the 

moiiilwuuicoof  tlio  pour 455 

Am  U  MmditmtU.    Infirm  poor  poople  nuiy  be  lii-i-ruod  tA  tx'K  in  ihiHr 
own  puiah  only.    Thoao  who  beg  outaidu  Uidt  pahBjiit<a  axay  Iw 
punJMti'd    ...........      4&4 

Fcmurin  tfivinic  alms  to  thoM  forbidden  utheit  nitty  bo  Bned      .        .      469 
BtnUMToiB  may  not  tako  diildnai  chargeuble  to  the  piuuhes  oat  of 

thif  i«lnni{  nndur  n  pcnoltr  of  £60 456 

Tbti  nbk'>brKlifJ  punr  avnr  thirtuou  ytwra  of  ii^»  in»y  bu  litt  out  .       4i><l 

A*  to  StnmgtrK.     Sn  inli:iliiuiit  to  iocolv*  a  rtiangBr  for  niurti  than  one 

niffht  M'ithout  girinK  notice  to  the  conatable      ....      466 
CoDHtablM  to  report  tho  irrival  of  utnuiAftrs  lo  thi>  Qnvcmor     .  4»6 

8ti&ng«n  not  tn  lie  allowed  to  T«ai>aiii  m  tho  iatiuid  or  to  uuury  th» 

womm  gf  tbe  country  without  pnnntmotL  of  the  Oovvrnor  466 

Am  Io  Ttttru-kteptrr.  Tuvem-ki»pon  to  nterro  nt  Iviwt  two  hvda  for 
Btrikn£;i:rs.  and  not  to  tolfrat^  dmnkiird-s  hlaaphi'iniTa,  vaeaboiuk, 
idl'T",  nT»i  [■oiwjKS  ut  bud  njiulti.  Nut  lu  Imrli'jiu-  yuimg  nitn 
oi  avrviuits,  or  to  iKinnit  Lhi;  poor  to  driiik  beyond  tbuir  muuu  .       457 


UiasT  vni.  (ISM). — No  ono  to  horror  n  stmngor  under  a  pGnolt}*  of  sxtj 

uls 4ft6 

1537.  Poor  Btrangors  who  unimot   live  without  bi-^cgiug  lo  quit  tho 

Aonnlry  undur  piiin  of  woiirfpng.    All  sativt)  lioggurs  to  beg  in  Ihcit 

own  )iiin«h 4r8 

,1(37-  The  «hi>Tif1'  to  nciti^  thii  nuiniw  of  aU  ]>njwingwrs  who  nnivs  in 

TOMK'la,  luid  nw  thiit  ibvy  wlurii  «.lit-ni'i-  tJii^j'  tutiio  ....  4S9 
Ihi'i.  AU  yaiuig  incu  and  woiuon  living  by  IbumselvoB,  to  take  Berrico 

by  next  All  ISatntf'  dny 4fi9 

,  JtSLUAMtTM  {1&66). — OrphjiRH  ordfwtitutcchildreDof  poor  pi;iminj)  tu  liunpprun* 

tiowl  or  tfJil  U)  Ennktid <59 

166G-7.  Strange   Borvunta  not  to  tia   rocoiwd  into  wrvicD  without  a 

licence 4A9 

[Ififi6<7.  No  uuuteraof  venaela  to  put  on  khuio  poHongen  uritbout  pcr- 

ntiwion 460 

1683.  BrtniNhcd   cnmiiuLle  to   quit   the  iiduid   nndsr  puin  of  cupitnl 

puninhnmnt 460 

IfiSS'fi,  VviptboiuU,  id]«r«,  &c.,  who  aro   atr&ngera    to  quit  the  ialond 

within  forty  'Uy*  it.fl«r  ht^ing  ordm-ivl         -....,       401 

IAS9-f>.  No  (11111191-111  to  lot  ludKiiipi.  kuvp  II  tuvi.'m,  Ac Iill 

lAAS-1}.  No  aUangoTs  to  b«  poiiiiittcd  lu  marry  and  Mttlfi.  ,  .  .  4Q2 
lJ8ti-9.  No  •Inm^-rs  lo  be  iici-niLtt<Kl  tu  lire  in  tbc  iaJund  without  fpring 

•UTrrtim  fri»n  inbabitBiilii   .........       462 

l$ft8-{i.  No  young  iluldri-ii  or  oLhcn*  of  morie  muturo  Ago  to  go  bcggln;; ; 
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{«A04rfn-p)426;   (Iftvfaelu)  ;i94;   (7VMMb)  80  i  (  ffVifaKir*}  Sh,  42,63,  64,  4:)9 


700  INDEX  OF  BEGGAES  AND  ROGUES 
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Air  ballooD  farrier*,  312  ' 
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CuiU)  627 
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Clabtout«r>,  '6n 
China  iii«nd«ra,  396,  323 
OroHinff  ivwiMre,  237,  634,  «3Q.  002 
FeoNn,  39.  107.  112.  116,  121.  12H,  180, 199,  302,  392 
Hddkm,  IG2,  400,  SOI,  6I6,  637 
l■^oweT  aellerw,  220,  647,  659 
Iridb  to]-lo.  594,  61B 
JockicHflratrollisginiiistnb,  34Ei,  369 
JuKgEtrx,  107,  I8».  190,  202.  346,  392,  484,  627 
rottv  hixrkui.,  126.  Via,  24G,  29,3,  323.  3St,  369,  370,  371,  64}.  «S0,     (AofT 

«itin  f^dJ^rv]  IS4,  699:  {Ohumm)   136,  164;  (Jfi(?r«p*r  S70 ;  (/Mmh}  U4; 

(f iroiilvn  Of  ffifif mm)  594,  696,  619 
Hatch  cumoni.  312,  661 

MinaUvI-,  36.  04,  87,  107,  128,  162,  180,  199,  202,  333.  348,  369,  361,  636,  627 
Pielyre  oarrien,  312 
Firing  porton,  630 

QuMk  doctors,  248.  312.  3Z4,  479,  631,  641,  644 
RunUen,  24B,  333 
Buton  M<11«rs  (Crevinriii,  669 
Shan  leftiren,  630 
Staff-Athken  or  cudgel-pUycTB,  63 
Hoap  vendon,  249 

Talo-tellvn,  96.  346;  {Shkn/kf)  390 

Ttnkfln,  96,  126,  2U6.  :t23.  371,  604,  928,  664,  694,  696,  698,  603,  617,  6U 
UuibtelU  rapairora.  249.  2V5,  823, 636 
Walking  moita,  696,  699 
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FoBTUKB  TSLLBRS  : 

Qj-pedea,  498,  502 

Sham  gypaieB,  247,  249,  312,  627.  619.     {ToUiimt  rig)  629 
Fkofsmoeb  of  Palmibtey  ahd  Phtbioonomt,  74,  76,  128,  ISO,   199,  202,235,  336, 

392 
F&osnrcTBa:  2S3,  263,  271,  293,  294,  295,  297,  298,  324.     {Dtlh)  $96,  606.  60K. 
619 ;  [Soxiea)  694,  696,  597,  599,  606,  606,  608,  610,  611,  614,  615,  619,  63U 
tFytlois)  80;  {OglloU)  469;    {Autem   mortt)  694,  696,  602,  606,  614,  619 
{Walking  morlt)  596,  699,  616 
Pkowleks  fob  Oiblb: 

(AppU  iguiret)  683;  (Sideurt  deftUf)  618 
Rappabies  and  Tokibs,  396,  399,  403 
Thiivbs  : 

Highwaymen,  39,  679,  680.     {Chotm  pellt)  630;  {IHnff«r*)  631 ;  {BigA  lauyeri) 
582,  607;  (PoAfcr*)  682;    (iV^oiCTi  or  PHjj)  593,  619;   {Soierdftmeit)  42,52, 
58,  580  ;  {Itoj/al  leamps)  627  ;  (Ruffifrt)  82,  593 
Houaebreakere,  265,  275,  298.     {Drawlatelm)  42,  65,  6S ;  {Km  eraeker*)  627 ; 

{little  makesmm)  628 
Makers  and  uttereraof  false  coin,  606,  633.     (Qu^er  bit  maJtera),  627;  (5iM«A«rt) 

298,  479 
Pickpocketa,  607,  619.     (ftfcr*)  623;  ( Jbw(<)  683,  685 ;    {Stall  to  a  foitl)  b83; 

{Kiddy  nippert)  627  ;   [Reader  merehantt)  629 
Reivers,  340,  349 
Rogues,  579,  596,  697,  606,  647.    {Bianti)  560  ;  (Capon*)  521 ;  (Sack  dittra)  631 ; 

{Wildroguei)  694 
tjerrants  or  shopmen  with  false  characters  {Courlaudt  d«  bovtaneht),  520 
Thieves  in  general,  80,  87,  249,  276,  293,  294,  295,  296,  300,  583.    {Academy  ha 
napperi)  631;    {Bleating  rig)  630;    {Blue  pigeon  Jlyeri)  627;  {Clinking)  631  : 
{Dinitiff-room  poit)  629 ;   [liobin  rig)  630 ;  {Fidlum  Bm)  627 ;  {FmcI  etfoler*) 
275,  680,  605,  G06,  607,  619,  656,  657,  668 ;  {Sedge  ereeperi)  80 ;  {Hookm  or 
angleri)  696,  619  ;  (Kibber^  627 ;  {Kid  rig)  631 ;   {LifUra)  683,  623  ;  {Limmera) 
350  ;  {Long  gang)  296  ;  {Lo*eb)  80  ;  {Lumptre)  628  ;  {Lu»ki)  80  ;  {Miekcrt)  80 ; 
{Pttereraj  629;    {roaeii/rs)   263,  276;   {Prad  borrowers)   G'2n  ;    {Priggmi  of  pal- 
fregi  or  prancern)  693,  607,  619;  {Rum  draggers)  630;  [Running  inavellcrs)  631; 
(ffHsAmen)  629  ;  (Swcai*)  628  ;  {Starrer!  of  tbe  gl^Ke)  629 
iNSTHrCTOKS  Of  Thievks  ; 

(Cngotis)  .'yld  ;   (Falpatori)  5o9 
Ketibeu  Tkieves: 

fc^rchisllppol»)  5'iO 
'prightmen,  583,  693,  619 
■Writers  of  begging  letters  or  petitions,  C49.     {Jack  or  jarkmen)  694,  596,  599, 
604,  G19 
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I  A,.  B.,  an  anonviiiou*  ragmot,  evidtiiK^u 

!         Qt.w  ' 

,  Abbeys,  snpmtanon  oC  S3 

!  A'Bocknt,   Thomu,    odiot   Kffaiut   tuA 

Wdah  ■juipntbusn,  37 
I  Aberdeen.  Hcholun  of  iba  Univftnity  of. 

fDrbiddoD  to  iM^withon  t  liceoo(i.3i6 
idle  poraoiu  in,  34S 
vagTvncv  in  the  county  of.  366 
,Abnihiuii  mrin,  34»,  59.t,  .^98,  S04,  619 
jAoiLdtiojy    £uX'iiapS)un.  <lu«criptici&   of, 

631 
'  Acapton,  or  nrobmiled  redMmed  ikvoe, 

AcflftdrbU.  or  nhum  opUopticn,  $oS 
Acca{)Oot.  or  Itoli&ii  pftlliurils,  ioS 
Ai'c<iiui,  oi  invig(>-b(tAr«pi  of  sitinU,  658 
P  Acton.    Sm  Pkyvr* 
Adminnti,  or  rooiten  of  taix  miradefi, 

US 
JRKmtMLDf.j,  pnidirtinu  bjr,  77 
^tbaUtaB,  rviKii  uf,  H 
t  -AAtniglioU,  or  family  miui,  669 
AlfiuiEuiti,  or  foigntd  prnit«aU,  557 
Af&aU,  or  fulie  luuiika,  ooT 
Affnriiuiti,  or  b«ffgmr>  for  flour,  R&t 
Agod  poor,  rolirt  oE.  108,  462 
A^  ■  of  ragniiU,  avsntge  of,  2911 
AKiiculUiriulaboiuer,43,  47,  Gl,63,  U, 

&7,  5P.  «3.  fi4.  an.  71,  101.  107, 

UO.  Ui,  lei.  L73,  IT7,  243,  2^3. 

:i6;i.  317,  »CU.  384,  38&,  SUU 
noiiiiidic  babiU  of.  32S.  330 
Agricoltarv  in  HootUnd,  fomiBr  atntti  of, 

360 
Aieill,  bonk  of,  roiri'l*tioiu  of.  877,  378 
Aill  of   fCeuuurlin);.    court  held  upon, 

441 
Albuu,  Si.,  blind  impoitoi  Rt,  6b7 
Alnrme  be^gnn,  634 
AIJHarbmU,  or  Efadiim  "  upHj^ht  men," 

««9 
AlUcriiDRiiti,  or  woepcn,  653 
AllamfAdati.  or  bo^gnr*  for  oil,  5&9 


Ali-ttruiuatK-y,  tircilirtion  by,  77 
Al«Luui>««,  33,  n,  126.  13Q,  152,  1S3, 
l«2,  184,  188.  -il-i,  Ui;,  219,  24;, 
29!).  467,  n:K  676,  i>3o,  387.  688, 
MI3,  f,W,  601,  mi,  60b,  6a»,  014, 
fiia,  021.  034,  032,  037 
punivhmvut  of  vagraziU  lodging  in, 

«sceu  of,  in  Irt-lund,  39A 
AlaxnndiT  II.  of  S^vai/m.l  (1214—1240), 

bonier  kw  in  U»  roi^to  of,  32 
Alfred,  King,  law  of,  6 

Alm^viDK  by,  Q 
Alfiic,  or  jEiIric,  Archbiahop  of  York 

(t'irca  aeft-IO.'il).  bomiiy  of,  12 
Alions  without  »  licfmou  fnrbisliion  in 
(•ueiuN-y.  401 
iu  till;)  iHbt  wf  Mim.  442 
in  Jiraey,  4A7 
AIdu  fnr  th"  puor,  coUectiou  of,  Q5,  98. 
99.  KPO,  liiS 
previ-niinK  the  p«riud  of  k  pbiguv, 
374 
Almb^ving.  (>\-it(i  of  indfsiricniimto.  Cto2 

(.ml  iliiiioii  ol,  87,  68 
Amsrirjin  tmiiiji,  *1.54 
AuiuiJttniu    Murul^L'illUfl   on  the    Atta- 

C6tti.  » 
Andniw'Rj  (it.,icho1ars  of  ths  unir^mty 
uf,   forbiildcqi  to  beg  witJjout  n 
liteuco,  346 
Anglon  or  bookora,  61)6,  619 
Anglo-Saxon  Uwt,  6 — 16 
Aiiufl,  tiuwrn,  17H,  3»7 
Anty  Brignol  und  tbo  begging  Qjuiker, 

637 
AppAKSAuti,  or  hrmi]-<«tpra.  &-J8 
Ap|ir«iiliL'«.  Ihi-  idli-,  2dJ 
AppiOTitiooN  in  lliibliii,  rtgnlutiun  of  llm 
m&lgat  vt,  400 
in  Guaroai-y,  4'>9 
in  iha  Islo  of  Hitn,  447.  4411 
Apprraitti.-iiiK  childrsa  of  kbt>ur«n  for*- 
bidden,  94 
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AirtiiiRippAto,  or  rrilrcd  leading  Lhiovc*, 

Amutrong,  Jotiimi«,  ths  fnwboolcr,  342, 

6»1 
Armj,    tAomptilMry    sernoa    in,    l«l, 

tM 
Anon,  crime  of,  13,  191,  S98,  S13 
Anifloen   ■buentiiif    themaelvsi    from 

■erviee,  ponuhmonl  of,  49,  60. 

r^jitiUUon  of  wnges  o^  70 
AtcooDi,  01'  ItAlian  dunuiumn  or  idioto, 

668 
Amot  [d.  aifl),  OS  Kine  Alfred,  9 
AlUcMtU,  or  AithMcb-Tuntha.  3 
Atttmntflti,  or  pi'rKonii  who  prvUind  to  he 

Attrentnnti.  or  trcniblins,  or  Bhireruig 

J  (.'mm  ins,  A»8 
A'lgiiry,  prt^icliun  by,  74 
Au9lria-UuiiKiLr>',    b«ggun   u>d    vikp- 

bonds  in,  647 
AiiUin  nif.rt,t)>«,6l>'t,  590,  £02,  606.614, 

(11!) 
AuTergne,  thiern  txvm,  33 

Baiikt,    mondicity   and   nfjvatj  in, 

443 
ItiLdge*  to  bn  worn  }iy  befcRim  in  Kug> 
InuiL,  m,  101,  174,  176 
inlret&nd,  41V 
In  Bcotlnnd,  330 
■•BHgford  UoIkdB,"  «xtreH.'U  from,  616, 

Bbn'ftjvidh.or  vbib>  proclamation,  mcsn- 

ing  of,  376  H. 
UiLnK  bcmpxr,  lULtiit"  of  the,  419 
ItiLTiuhmAiit  of  Engluh  TOfcnbvnda,  106, 
IStf,  133,   141,  143,  16A,  IH(J,  182, 
ISO 
Oti«maef ,  461 

Iiisfa,  400,  401.  402.  403,  406,  413 
Scotch,  a.16,  3»8,  340,  SAO 
OypeisH.  4HS 
Bftni|U(it«,  nncient  Irish,  connftcted  with 

charily  iind  rvtiiriim,  37&.  376 
Bitrdav.  Alexandor  fl4"S— l&6i).  eilract 

'from  tbo  '■  »iiip  of  FooU,"  686 
BnrtlM  in  InOnnil,  394 

iu  SooUutid,    339,    340,    344,    347, 
\  348 

in  Waltn,  SI),  fiS,  G4,  489 
Bark,  fAiiiIuni  at,  diiniwid  ruguM,  20& 
BamN  fruqiipnttd  by  b^ig^ipuv.  71,  1&3, 
h9h  6U0.  603.  613,  0-JO,  1124,  663 
RuTdton,  ;>ikruHhmi>nt  of,  4S.  3^^ 
IStiMTt.  tialirli,  thiijvoa  haiiKT'd  by,  23 
HiiKtotd  rhildrnn,  pcsRlly  for  deenting, 

141.  rm.  2^0 

Gnth.  beggars  at.  IVJ.  l]!i,  Vi9,  l»T,  263 
llnwdy  boiikpt.  the.  oIlO,  600.  619 
Bavaria,  mtmdidty  and  mgnncy  in,  543 


BmuUm,  M.  101,  105,  170,  IM,  2U,IT3. 
402,  407,  AOl,  «22,  647 
aUian  by,  ISl 
BMrbaituw,  111.  147.  193,  237 
Beard  at  the  Innooonti^  mIb  of  tha  hsir 

of,  £90 
Bmrwarda  in   KngUnd.  107,  111,  138, 
180.  IM,  303,  »£.  237.  m  «■ 
Fnnee.  AU 
Iroland,  392 
Badc^   tlia    V<Munb]«    (STS— 73a}.   on 
charity,  13 
OB  Enriuh  slaretr,  6 
Bee,  Jon  (Jobn  Badcock),  extract  fma 
'*  A  Lirina  Pictoiw  of  lifwidna" 
938 
Bfl^,  linnM  to.  in  Engbml,  74. 63. 91, 
M.  »»,  IflO,  108 
Scotlrind,  341 
B«ggmn  abroad.    Sn  Aoatrw-IIiiagvj, 
Badtio,  Baruia.    Balfinnu    Bu- 
cbatut.  Denmark,   FVanoe,  FSn- 
Und,   GeriBa&y.  Hamburg,  Uot- 
UjuI,    Iialy,    J'oLand,    PartaipL 
Hovd,  Buaala,  Sute-OolMOK  *i>^ 
Gotha,  8w«daD.TDrk(^ 
haniabmmt  of.    Sr*  BnniAnMOl 
B«g%;ar  bor,  what  a,  bun,  059 
ii^mn  M  Briatol,  176 
Bub,  604 

curiod  hotne  in  tHnnph,  421 
Bcfcirar  eatclm  in  PecblaMhin),  361 
Beggan*  Cborao,  616 

tnfoating  1h*  miutI,  72,  TS 
n«>ggar,  the  Cunning  N»rth*ni,  BM 

derivation  of  tho  wunl,  470 
Boggua.    dgwription    of,    in   "Pacn 
PloB|binan."  d5.  406.  &7«,  u; 
mfemuK  to  b«  divoMil,  98,  187 
in  Kdtnbiuvb,  31>3,  Si7 
nim.  177  116— 33&,  V33.  324 
in  general,  214.  5;6,  S7ft,  5»,  US. 

616   618,628 
in   Gnenuer,   468,    462,    4«3,  4«4, 

46$ 
Ur.  Joehua  Goe  on.  186 
Kir  Uattho*r  IJalo  on,  188 
Beggora.  harbouring,'  of.  forbidden  in  Utf 
n<itidar  conn  tie*,  130 
in  England.  69,  74.  163 
in  Pruu»,  £22 
in  Ouemsey,  ihS 
in  Ireland,  391 
Ea  the  Iile  of  Mas,  448 
in  itmy,  4341 
in  SuotUnd,  347 
Bviggar*,  Italian,  in  Koglsnd. 
In  the  lolo  of  Hon.  461- 
in  Jorwy,  4i7 
in  I^mdon.     ^  Loodon. 
pnK'lainaticdia   agaiuAi    78,  96, 
131 
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,  pnniahoMnt  of,  In  EagUDd,  fiO, 
fl7.  69,  73.  SI.  80.  99, 94, 99,  100, 

106, 109.  117, 119.  in.  I2S,  laa, 

IS&.  130,  MH,  ins,  lAK,  1S!I,  1C(I, 
161,  lfi2,  164,  I6.i,  Ifiii,  107,  174, 
17tf,  180,  l&O,  197.  169.  202.  235. 
336.  %3S.  60-£.  6I&,  6'j'A  6'J3,  6^6, 
6:<9,  G12.  G«ti.  661 
puiiiRhtiient  of,   in    GuwmMV,  469, 

4tll.  402.403,  464 
in   rmbnd,  1191.  392,  39S,  39»,  401. 
4-27 

.  th«  Isl«  nf  Uut,  446 
Fb  Jvnvy,  405 
in  Scotluid,  337 
Fafgan,ritb,  6SU 
B«K>''i  the  aan^  of  tho,  607 
B«ggu^  sonfca,  601,^04,  Oft",  (109,611, 

•  fiU,  CI6,  618,  620.  d'2'i,  631 

atuler'*  reinMif  for,  136 
•tarlt,  10  Scotloail,  341 
B<^f(w,  tUtem«iLt  of  B,  651 

■tiMt  Mllun.  660 
BcMUt,  Btanl>,   &3.   83.  93.   104,  lOS. 
108,  117.  121.  I2S,   i:i:.  161.  Ififi, 

1172,  174,  I'il.  18CP,  187,  ISO,  ,»01, 
471.  &76,  SST.  &89,  fin),  997.  609, 
exit,  633,  671 
tlioKiipiilii.v<ti"n  for,  72 
and  V.'K'^iiit  Iciipoaton.  633 
ud  Uiwr  VftnitiiM,  Stt6,  Slt9 
lobe  sent  to  Virginia.  141,  14.1,  144 
in  Wdlnii,    protection  of   bamelirO, 
432,  438 
whipinag  of.     Sit  Wbippina 
Bogeing.  71 

frinn,  4H0.  li76.A87,  &00 

■         l«lt«rin  1342.  S93 
lettun,  cbugM  for.  619 
l«tt«T  impotton,  663 
IcILbt  wiitcc,  the,  by  Dickons.  615 
BJi^arda,  470 
B^minrn,  470 
Bal^uri  or  bellower,  n^Qoition  of, 

402 
Btlsnun,  bcmpuiiknd  vnRranU  in,  &10 
BAutre,  rifimflcaUoD  of,  619 
B«tbl4^h6m   Hoepiul.  k  Bham  collector 
for,  [jiiloncii,  65 

■  tnu-ning    MiiLud  by,   a^aiiiRl  Bliftni 

luuatiei,  173 
Bcrlnhirc  ny  atem  ot  npraaring  TR^tancy, 

.119 
B«U)ii|{  incD  to  b«  pnnikhed  tu  rogUM 

aad  nnboDd^  JIA,  23i).  ^iHS 
Jlianti,  tli*)  tnoka  of.  in  luly,  fiiiO 
ItibhlMworth,  Walter  d«,  directtoiiR  by, 

fur  laving  tb«  taM«,  45 
Bidalo  ptohibit«4,  79,  |39 
Billy  in  th«  Ixwl,  tbo.  634 
^Kl-wMnn,    ot    pratotilcd     pr^KinBt 
WOBWO,  646 


Buliop  to  rnnanatrata  with  parKDoa  no- 

KlectlngUi  Rive  aluui,  98,  100 
Black  dutb.  nivtgei  of  tbo,  43 
Blackmen  bamn.  221.  247 
Itlt'atiiix  >ig>  Mcriptian  of,  Q3D 
Blomo,  .Tolin,  iadictdd  aa  a  vat^bDnil,  39 
Blickfchlahoiit,    or    nnhfid    br^gor*.  or 

ahnllnw  nnrca,  64A 
Rlind  b««i^ara.4&.AI,10S.  183,323,  IS3, 

361.371.590.  667 
Blind    impnstnn    132,    fi77.   fil?l,   611, 

634,  651 
Blanbemtl,  n  i'«ptitiii  of  roi^ciM,  ^79 
Blui)  pi^oii  flyor,  d««i.Ti|rtion  yf,  62T 
Bu-aira,  chief  priTilegfB  uf.  37S 
Honnght.  an  Irish  oxaction,  386 
Uundmon,  Rnfi1ii>h,  ».  4,  6,  7,  9.  tt,  12, 
17,  18.19.  JO.  21.  32.  43,  47.40. 
&I.  S'i.  b^&6,  67.68,  88.  113 
■ale  of,  out  Af  tho  ooantry  fartiiddftn, 

I 'J 
DiAniintieflioi]  of.  88,  113 
SroltiiHh.  331,  336 
Wi-Ub,  43-i.  433 
Boriler  laws,  32.  97,  130 
Ikirb,  MgntH<.'JiUon  of  13, «. 
B6t,  aiKiuGmtiunof.  9,  it, 
Br<idlord  [Yorkahire),  aWrksat.  48 
Branding,  piioishma'it  of.  in  Kngland. 
ul,  90,  124,  133,  laS 
in  France,  618 
!n  Sc^atlaad.  338 
Brmkfa«t,  or  odraugh,  an  Iriiih  nxaction, 

303 
Bregcra,  or  beggars,  tn  Oannaoy.  M 
Brobon  la«8,  tbc,  373 
Brignnl,  Anty,  nnd  thr  bagging  Qoakor, 

637 
Brno.  George    AUdnfl  (1812—1881).    a 
notod  Tagrajit,  lottera  from,  639 — 
61  <> 
BrialiDgtoD,  prohibition  of  th«  tftlief  of 

Tngrmla  at,  108 
Btulol.  complaint  from,  regarding  Irish 
vagtHuta,  148 
tratmrat  of  beggan  at,  176,  IS7, 
210 
Briuin.  ongin  of  the  nam^  I  n. 
Urittati}-.  citmct  from  thft  ancient  ells' 

Ivmarr  of,  SSI  h. 
Brome.  K.  1^.  16&2).  extracts  from  "  A 

JoTiftl  Craw,"  612 
Ltrugiali,   or  burnt  (Italian  dRmandire 

/or  glitriinm),  564 
BuehHitat,  DK^ndiclty  at,  969 
BuU-litiliug.  147,  ]Q3 
Burkbart,    or  Ut.  Anthony's    pevanoe, 

M6 
BumioR  through  the  ear.  puaiduncint  of, 

ion,  l:;!,  344.  316 
Buini.Bober1(17JU— 1796).«iUactfroin 
tlie  "Jolly  Ueggnrt."  651 
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hary  St-  Rdtninida,  distribntioa  of  «liu 

«t.  Si 
Vatcfaen  in  Iiublio,    ngnktloa  of  Ui« 

wa^w  of,  44M 
BoTtiiB-oa-Tmit.  UMtnunt  tA  tke  poor 

■t,  IT*.  »2 
UuxtoD.  duMVcd  fOCT  forbid  dfQ  Ui  rwort 

lo,  wiiboDt  Umsus,  ig»,  1 13, 1S9 

rjLDK,  Jach,  rvtMllion  af.  64 
Oi'lRwn*  rwort,  a,  by  Pin<o>  E([wi,  9%$ 
Cwubcldi.  or  excMng^am.  ia  luly,  6M 
C«jp>iik  or  Buater  ikeres.  ia  France^ 

6tS 
Cilcidwril,    or    kdrlivn    of    iire)p»iit 

woiun.  (AS 
CkDoU,  or  «iffrr«t«  fiwni  •rarrr,  WO 
Calot,   Kj-t,  mMlR«  of  GUo  HaLher, 

Cambronns,  OinldnatciRalKO — 1219}, 

eiUacte  rrnm,  nUtfiw  to  Irelutd 

[x-a.  IIU).W.  116.379 

n^tmfitDWklM(A.P.  IIRS),  *ii 
Cuahtiigt,  •oboUn  of,  ti»sciDK  witlwut 

UoeaM  tn  be  pnnubsd,  IS,  107 
pbjrcil,  IPS 

Tagmbooda  at.  to  1&&6,  99 
Cut  Un^wtv.  24f>.  4>W^«70.  023 

on^D  of.  (64 
fint  ■pccfanen  of,  467 
Ctipotu,Qraliarper«,  in  Kmnoo.  520 
C'uiAivra,  TcdMmed.  Mj,6<^7,  &U,M7 
Carlinal«  foUwxL,  39 
CvT,  John,  on  U^  InAtmtntofbettnn, 

ITfl 
Ckmal  watdi.  259.  353,  255,  2S«,  2«». 

271.  276.  277.  2V1,  295,  294,  301 
robberiM  piutuMd  in,  7iS 
ralherana  d««ni><(l  robalu,  3S7 
C'lUlu,  iinpotuitioii  of  IrUb,  into  Ed^' 

lana  forbiddsa.  99ft 
CnulB«ld.  Jsmcs.  AXtnet  Iron.  620 
<>iuMiri«,  an  o{ipmB{T«  tax,  24 
Ccorl,  coudiUnD  of  the,  18 

the  In^liTft,  7 
IVrtificnU'.  r*l*i  b^-Eg*"?'  '^^ 
Clianuol  Ulanil*,  vH^Tanla fr^ja. io  Bng- 

UiiKi.  27R.  2S1 
pcDAlt^  on  aiut«rfl  of  TMacli  brioif 

Uift   vngiuDta  or   b^gais  ftont, 

1N'> 
rhnpnwn,  the,  in  Acglo-Sakoa  timea, 

5.6 
LliApnan,  poUy  pnnlsbment  of.  107, 12S. 

l&i.SIW,  W2.23A.  3.16 
CbaritalOa  coiitriliiitioiw,  puiushmGOt  of 

colioetoDi    of.    Dader   talm    pn- 

t^-nruB,  2U.  33ft 
Chaiitf  Organiaaiion  Society,  90S,  J27 
CbnriM  I.,  t«ia;n  of.  hi  Englasd,  H7 
in  InlaiMC  392 
Is  Sootlud,  3ti 


t  -ht  ptMT.  IbS 

in  .iia 

in  iMfliatul,  855 
ChorlM  VIII.  ot  PnuM,  SIM 
Chaaoer,  0«a1^  (IMo— Uafi.attn 

&OII1.  5ift,  -^77 
Cbeka, Kr  John  (1  & II— 1  Ui), M a Ki 

bar  o(  ^uliancnt.  §» 
axtnct  troBi  tba  "  Udrt  (tf  SaditSta 

92 
flwlaau  Ooorxv.  impoatOR  vL  ft^ 
Childrm  of  begcan  in  Endand.  U. ' 

9».  tOB.  I&0.  IB8,    leS.  178.  1 

^9A.  IflO,  l"^'    ■>'»>:    ■"''    •" 

217.  il^. 

SIS.  Ml  ,  - 

332,  3-i3.  .>I>7,  ^M^  Ml, 

flIS,  619.  (»l.  £SX,  «M. 

635.  ftSS,  M3.  550,  UI. 

M7 
IrrUnd.  396, 101 ,  404,  407.  fltl 
'  123,  4M,  427 

Scotland.  3(i.  317,  350.  .U4,  ICl 

Cbildrvn  lo  b«  apmntitMd  to  Dip  e«k  1 

li..gjfinc.  Ih«r  tricks,  178.  J21.  '■ 

ei9,  OM 
daaartion  of.  ISO,  185, 199.  WM^S 

23«.  250 
in  indutxial  Kfaools,  281—290 
lUlinn.  in  Kngland,  303,  9»l 
Choen  PalU,  duacnption  of.  630 
Cfariatallonanty.  prediction  by.  71 
Chriirtiiinicn   Oalaiienrra,   Or   paideBl 

pilgTin".  "*S 
CbnaUnaa  biiviBaltuv,  a,  663 
CbttKhwardsBB  to  colleot  alma  for 

raliflf  of  tbo  itifim  poor.  82 
Clark  duA,  the  bin^rar'*,  *B 
CUtti,  CQftain   RrotUih.    denoOBOcd 

thiovw,  319 
Clapper  dtul«c«n.  tlie,  473,  585,  602, 1 
Claiendoo,  the  Bsaiic  at.  26 
(.'ItdomancT,  prndirtMin  by,  74 
Clinking',  daieciption  of.  63t 
Clothinr  of  vagrants,  'ill,  2e2 
Cniit,  King,  nitgii  of,  13 
Coal  hauRliB,  vaHTmnta  ainployad  in,  i 

3S6,  337,301 
Cocchini,  or  tBttcrod  roc;iia>.  5M 
C(>ck  l^inll,  a  captain  of  K>g«e%  681 

(sLncU  fruDL.  593 
Cb^ms  •igriiHcntioii  of,  .119 
Ctiigay  in  lR>Uad..3tJ3.  385, 388 

in  Sootlond,  335 
Ooins^  of  aaiall  money  eataUiahRl, 
CoUMitioa  of  abna  Cmt  tho  itonotant  s 

«2.»8 
Oollectora  for  caoK  hoqrital*,  pnni 

mantnf  i^iiditlrat,  128,  199. 
OolqubouB,    I*.    (1745— lS20),an 

pae,  213.  314 
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il.    Sm  Players 
n   of  Elmbeth   for  the   en- 

IkWKihiMinitint  of  villrinn,  113 
ofChadM  I.  fur  putliiiK  inUi  cxecu- 

tion  the  Ihws  for  ttu>  relief  of  the 

poor,  151 
Conkmilmemi  for  TDgmncy  iu  EnxUnd, 

niiRihor  of,  -0)6.  'J41,  2ia,  673 
in  Scotland,  numbi-r  of,  370 
Common*,  Hoojw  of,  rocnmitt<H«  on  m- 

gnnej'  and  poor  rt'iuoviil,   183, 

ivi.  :t06.  3I«,  2SS,  3fil.  278.  SOS. 
ratnmorthK.    &y  Cymmorthi*. 
C'lHnpwirjuuitl,   or  aearchcTM    for    god* 

fiithera.  Mi9 
**CoiRplflts  Mvudicaot,"  extract   trrrm 

Out.  e2i 
Coiu^CAlmcint  of  prop«rtf  by  vni^nnU, 

275 

Con^-GMlchinR,  expknatiou  of,  5$3 
"  CoaiemaOB    of    an  Uld  Almcgirer," 

»extrsft«  ftom,  ttnl 
Cot^umliinia,  enrlmiLtmont,  and  witeh- 

(Tsft,  punUhmcnt  of,  134.  13d 
Conatftbleo.  12.  41.  «7.  IS.  19,  6'!,  58.  73. 

181.91,  V&,  IDI,1U8.  116, 116. 117, 
129,  133,  t3;»..  L4I.  143.  I4'J.  I-SS. 
159,  IGI,  1B.1,  Ififi,  172,  177,  178, 
181,  182.  180,  187,  1S8,  197,  IB8, 
203,  no,  237,  '^44.  25(J.  US,  -JAA, 
ihS.  275,  279,  280.  2H5,  21H,  2»2, 
aw.  395.  296,  2y7.  29S,  29!),  318. 
32(1.  321,  327.  32K.  3;n,  .1,i1.  ,1^6. 
360,3(13,  Sdfi,  367,411:;,  4U7,  413, 
4U.  440,  447,  4.^3,  4n.'i,  4.^n.  4,'>8. 
4S9,  4S3,  469.  484,  481),  490,  3l>0. 
«ftl,  002,  SOS,  613.  C'ii,  633,  (S:i7, 
462 
Ocuiltabulary  Commiiuiionnn  rvpxirt  on 
^B^  ragrnDcy.  244 

^felC(XDVe]raiii.-»  of  Iw^irgBn  and   vwf^anlfl, 
V  178,  180,  207.  2l.i,  21<1,  221.  220, 

241 
Coopm  in  Dublin,  regulatjoa   of  the 

wuM  of.  409 
CopUnd,  IlobsrU  author  of  "  The  Ifj-ft- 
war  to  the  Spj-tuilhouM.'  TO.  467 
CoQuiUanu,  or  jmtimdul  pilfrriin*,  521 
Oonlomancy,  prudictiou  by,  77 
Coraish  Ungtufo,  the,  3 
Comiah  pUoe,  or  Llan  Uemiw,  S 
CoiTMtion,  bouaaa  of.     Sm  Hoium  of 

ComcUon 
Conu  B«M;Da.  or  cuctomuy  Uw,  rcgula- 

tioiuof.  Jn  Ireland,  374,  37A 
CoAcinomiuicy,  prediction  by,  "7 
^CwherinK  an    Ineh  exjiotiou.  IC,   379, 
391).  393.  3«4,  400 
Council,  the  I'rivy.  nctiun  and  ordein  of. 
97.   102.   ion.  J 12,    119,  122,  124, 
133,  141,  142,  113,  M4,  118,  |4», 
146.  460.  190 

i£  7. 


Court,  the,  inf»nt«d  hy  raf^bonda.  72,  78 
CotLitanda  d«  Uoiiiancha.  iir  Bt-rrnxitit  ur 

iJiopmitii  with  fntm  rhamctwiS,  620 
Coffdiddlx  Jeukin,  u  cuptaiD  ot  roroua. 

381} 
Cozcn«tii  and  Bhift«ta,  tha  Gamp&Dy  of, 

6»S 
Crank  the  Counterfmt,  fl06,  £l>8 
Cripplra,  fwcrjrinfr.  45.  51,  182,  184 

ahain,  o84.  587,  AS9,  fiOA,  SOU.  Slfl, 

(til.  «SI(3,62t.  634.  637,643 
Crith  tiubhltioh,  txtnvU  fniui.  371^,  3»0, 

381 
Crod&rii,  or  fraudulent    anlTron'HcUwn, 

AfiO 
Orncna,     Sir  Qunnk  Hoctor 
Qrocuning  riR,  dnciiptinn  of.  631 
Otomwdl,  I'faomaa  (I49<]-1G40),  letler 

Kignrdinit  the  Kypntf*,  487 
Croabiter,  Lawrc-nee.  u  (.iiiituiu  of  rwios, 

fr83 
Oroaa,  bnggnng  likn  n  ciippIc  at  a,  4fi,  46 
Cninib  fox.  Uf,niifiLtiti«u  'if,  382 
fuddj-.  un  Irif.h  fiiin?t""i,  3S,) 
Cuouberluiiil.  Rj-tiiuni  of  rtpri'Min^  mmt- 

dk-ity  in.  :i'il 
CiimhnI,  explanation  of.  377 
Cuntitng  Dortliom  brKgnr,  th^,  609 
CnrUll,  the.  682.  394.  619 
Cymmortha.  u  WoLah  ojuotaon,  36,  63, 

79,  439 
Cymn,-.  or  Wolili.  Iho,  2 
Cyprufi,  King:  of,  robbed,  53 

Daciik,  I'IJX)),  payment  of  SrotlJvb  otit- 

lawa  by,  342 
Dactilamaacy,  predtL'tion  by,  77 
Dnggcra  or  dirlcii,  poTKons  in  ponoMJon 

of.  in  Irvlnnd,  ilonmi-d  tMg.t1ioi)ila, 

415 
riiiny  Kic'ktr,  duacriptioa  of.  627 
Udlin}ffT«,  nr  pnrtended  hanpncn.  nio 
David  II.  of  Si-otland.  rpiirn  o',  il37 
D  .T.a,  Sir  John  (I56»— 1636),  on  Iielind. 

383,  388 
Doaf  and  domb  impnaton,  178,  312,  653 
Death,  puniahmnml  of,  for  va^b-indiutH 

in  Knitland,  01,94,  107,121.  129, 

130,  133,  13S,  146 
in  8cotlatid,  3^10,  344,  34&,  348 
in  (iiimnicy,  4til 
Defoe.     Daniel    (l*>fi'— I7SI).    eitiacl* 

from  works  vf,  190,  624 
Dvkkvr.  'lliomoa  (<f.  ton],  vorkiof,  144, 

467.  600.  621 
J).;U.  this  598,  006,  r.08,  C19 
DiimBtid«r  for  i^liuimer,  dcairription  of, 

696.  fim 
Demoa  feaata  in  Irebnd^  nature  of,  S7& 
D«ni«T,  wgnificHtion  of,  607 
Poomark/WjtiiBrt  and  riupibonda  in.  509 
DenrUIe,  Sir  (luMiFtiue,  In*  robberitis,  30 
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Depdti  de  HendiciU  in  France,  623, 624, 

6S2 
Derby,  houaehold  order  against  vagraots, 
121 
Earls  of,  as  kingi  of  Uan,  441,  442, 
446,  447 
D«rg-apadh,  or  red  pioclamatlOD,  mean- 
ing of,  376 
DeMTlioQ  of  wives  or  children  in  Eng- 
land, ISO,  185,  199,  202,  235,  236, 
238,  260 
in  Inland.  419,  421 
D«*mond,  Earl  of,  beheaded,  387 

devastation  caused  by,  696 
Deril,  the,  would  not  be  refused  relief  at 

Kirk  Michael,  461 
Dickens,  Charles  (1812—1870),  on  the 
begging  letter  writer  and  trsmps, 
646 
Diroetian  Code,  Uws  of  the,  430,  432 
Din^wn,  descHptioii  of,  631 
Dining-room  pnst,  description  of,  629 
Disease  volantarily  preferred  by  beg- 

Dobin-rig,  description  of,  630 
Uobisaers,    or    church   mendicants,   or 

imago-b«arers  of  saints,  646 
Doctors,  quack,  or  crocuses.    Set  Quack 

Doctois 
Dogs,  vagabonds  with,  in  Scotland,  339 

in  Ireland,  393 
Dommerer,  the,  ij9C.  698,  605,  619 
Dopfers,  or  church  mondieanta,  or  imagc- 

bearora  of  SHints,  546 
Dorset  flvstcm  of  represaing  vagrancy, 

318 
Douglas,  houac  of,  excesses  of.  342 

Isle  of  Man,  beKgarn  in,  ili2 
Doxies,  694.  696.  69T,  699,  606,  606,  608, 

610,  611,  6U,  616,  619,  632 
DrawlatchcM,  vagabonds  bo  called,  42,  65, 

68 
Dreams,  prediction  by,  78 
Drilles,  or  disbanded  soldiors,  621 
Drink,  evil  of,  in  tiuemsny,  464 
Drinking  among  beggars  and  vagabonds, 

71,  82,   187,  219,  220,  233,  234. 

247,  257,  258,  262,  29a.  296,  297, 

326,  6S0.  681.  582,  5S8.  690,  692, 

697,  606,  609,  610,  614,  618,  620, 

621,631.  634,  637,  643 
Dublin,  beggars  in,  397,  398,  399,  402, 

403,  406,  407,  411,  412,  413,  414, 

416,420 
ivorkfaouse  in,  397,  398,   402,  410, 

411,  414,  420 
picture  of,  in  1818,  416 
Duffe,  King,  reign  of  (968—972),  336 
Dunbar,  William  (1460—1520),  extract 

from  a  general  satire,  688 
Dunstan,  St.  (rf.  988).  influence  of,  12 
Dunkirk  privateers,  610 


Datton,  John,  exemptioa  in  hvom  i 

the  heirs  of,  109,  129,  133,  141 

182,  201,  202 
origin  of  the  privileges  granted  I 

the  hcnrs  of,  109  h. 
Dntzbetterins,  or  lying-in  women,  646 
Dutsera,  or  pretended  mvalida,  645 
Dwellings,  overarovdiog  in,  forbiddei 

122,  !39 

Eadbic,  King  of  Kent,  laws  of,  5 
Earnings  of  the  working  classes,  316,  31 
Ears  of  vagabonds  to  be  burnt  ihroug 
106,  121,  344,  345 
to  be  cut  off,  74,  82.  339 
to  be  nailed  to  the  farone  and  ent  o 
339 
Eanght  and  Edi«ugh,  Irish  exaction 

393 
EcclesiBStical  tnstitatea  on  almsgiTine. 
Ecgbert,  Archbishop  of  York,  oidin&nc 

of,  8,  21 
Edinbnivh,  vai^iants  in,  343,  353,  357 
Edgar,  Kir^.  laws  of,  12 
Edmund,  mng,  laws  of,  11 
Edward  Oko  Confessor.  lawsof,  14, 15,! 
Edward  I.,  reign  of.  34 
il.,  reign  of,  39 
II.,  robbed  by  Sir  Qosseline  Dei 

vine,  40 
II.,  poem  on  the  evil  times  of,  84 
III.,  reign  of,  40 
III.,  impecuniusity  of,  63 
III.,  introduces  the  practice  of  fee 
ing  and    clothing    tl>e  poor   i 
Kaunday  Thursday,  62 
IV.,  reign  of,  67,  387 
VI.,  reign  of,  89 
Egan,  Pierce  (1772-1849),  extract  fn 

"  Life  in  London,"  635 
Eglintonn,  beggars  at  the  funeral  of  t 

Earl  ot,  360 
ElizHbeth,  reign  of,  100,  391.  490 

annoyd  by  beggars,  U9 
Elizabeth,  St,,  beggars,  company  of,  t 
End  gatherers  to  be  deemed  n'gues,  1 
Entertainment  of  gueota  in  Wales,  4: 

436,  436,  437.  438 

Epilopsv,  simulation   of,   81,   221,  5 

545,  568,  667,  596,  698,  604,  6 

619,661 

Erasmus  (1467-1636)  on  a^trologv,  7! 

Ere  the  ground,  labourers   in  Ireli 

ceasing  to,  384 
Erse,  derivation  of  cant  words  ^m  t 

473 
Essex  justices'  letter  to  the  Council 

garding  Irish  beggars.  148 
Evcaf,  department  of  the,  in  Turkey, 

Fairs  frequented  by  vagrants,  251,  2 
275,  498,  499,  597 
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Foxe,  Jobs  (1S17-IS8;\   oxtract  irom               ^^| 
acUi  and  niuniinu-flta,  677                 '             ^^H 

&69 

F«]«  Bordont,  r<r  protendp'l  pilgriniA,  557 

FrauMV    boggan    and    TairuboDda     iu,                  ^^^| 

FMoiUot,  puiu*birii.-Jit of  pttnonRnoitluct- 

&17                                                                        ^M 

^m             iiiK  to  aiijipt'il  th^ir,  in  KaeUnd, 
H              ISO,  1R5,  im,  203,  213,  3J0,  230, 
^             MS.  260 

thii>v«s  from.  22                                               ^^H 

Fran(;oia  ].,  rvigii  of,  619                                                 ^^H 

Fraiios  miuiux,  620                                                      ^^H 

in  Iroland,  <19,  421 

Fnter.  663,  606.  5»&,  ei».  66»                               ^H 

F.niino.  th<t  Iruh,  2A9,  26S,  42? 
fVnn»,  union  of,  liirhiddnn^  78 

Frat«Tnity  of  vagobondt,  urtnet  from                ^^H 

tbti,  693                                                        ^H 

Fut  and  Ioom,  a  (.'bouIiiiK  koiuv  uoiougrt 

Freo  bgigh  or  frith  borg,  aigniflcation                ^^| 

ragnnts,  34C  n.,  &84 

10                                              ^H 

FmvDfly  rig,  dMcripiion  of  the,  G30 
^  Feathen  of  tbo  Hnlv  niiont.  M.loof,  £00 
B  FrnKOcd  fooU  in  Sw'tltind,  339,  340 
^K  VtiUiTt,  pwuwhmtnt  of,  fiS 

FrMhwatAT  martn&r,  dMcription  of,  260                 ^^H 

FraJHa&rt.  Jean  (1337-1410).  wntber«i|{Q                  ^^H 

of  Itii'hnnl  11.,  63                                             ^H 

FruzeU'Out  Iwgifani,  663                                              ^^H 

Felsi,  or  (nlae  pTOphcU,  667 

Frtun-tibtlo,  aigniflrutiiJD  of,  13  m.                         ^^H 

|-'omaJt<  akvM,  Inffio  in,  U 

Fugitivrc  forhUdon  t*)  >•■    harbonrMi  in                  ^^H 

^  Foncm  in  Englnnd,  39.  107.  112,  115, 
■               121,  128.  ISO,  190,202 
^         in  Ireland,  3i)a 

Etigland,  9,  10,  U,  13,  19,20,  26,                  ^H 

oa                                                  ^H 

in  Ireland.  376                                                ^^H 

Fiddlen,  pun  1111111101)1  of,  162 

in  8rotland,  347                                                     ^^H 

E^um  Ban,  dcacrijition  of,  A27 

Fuller,  Tliomiiti  (1608—1661),  rendering                  ^H 

^^  Fielding,  Henry  (1707 — 1754),  oa  b«(- 

by,  of  Uow»r'a  vvnca  on  tho  n-                 ^^H 

■               Kiuv,  3(13 

^1  Finlona,  heg^n  in,  &6K 

bolliou  of  W'al  Tiler,  67                               ^H 

on  tho  hospitality  of  abboys,  86                      ^^H 

^1  Fiiv,  punii)un.6nt  of  per-oaa  pretending 

^^H 

■               loixoibv,  129,  235 

OAiiKKLtrMVi*  man,  the.  '/-■O                                      ^^^| 

■  FUh.  Siuiou  (i.  1031).  the   "Supplica- 

Qaelx,  arnvalof  the,  in  £■«(,'!  "nd,  1                       ^^H 

^K             tioD  for  beggun,"  72 

Oulic,  dorirndon  of  cant  words  from                ^^| 

Fiih,  ortl«r  for  tlia  i?oiiRuiipUoD  0^  OS 

Oi6, 473                                                        ^H 

oaruindays,  113,  124 

OaUowglNM,  iho,  in  Initond,  382                           ^^H 

^L  FIlB,  impotnlifln   liy  moaiM  of  feigned. 

Game,  poranns  in  purauit  uf,  in  England                 ^^H 
dtnntid  viigabonilB,  'iUH                                   ^^^M 

^M              Set  Epiluiiay 

^■FilaStsphva    (d.     I1<I1],    d^wcription    of 
^H              Loadciii,  33 

p<TnioTi*    ahooting    itt,    in    Hcotland                    ^^^| 

dcttUDM!  vriKalNinda,  313                                    ^^H 

^■Tlitdwr,  Andrew,  of  Salioun   (Ifi6:t— 

Gay,  John  (1688—1732],  oxtrocts  from                ^^M 

^1               ITIG),  on  Kcotlisb  vagnbouda,  1159 

"Trivia."  184                                              ^^1 

^P  FIctchn-.Jobn  (16TG— lfl'in),c'xtmi:tfrum 

Geo,  JmIius.  on  tbalrcatmimtof  Iteggara                 ^^H 

the  "  II-r^ggBfi'  nij»li,"  (3f>* 

and  vagranta,  186                                             ^^H 
GttRi&t,  aigDJ^mtioD  of,  6  m.                                   ^^^ 

Flyi'ig  poUcr.  d^Bcriplion  of,  C30 

KIrtna,  KiirniHi'attiiii  of,  10  n. 

"  Qentlcman*!  Uagwinr,"  cxtracta  from,                ^^M 
MU,  213,  SI6,  360,  BCl                                     ^H 

Fo'lk-Ti;;bt,  signiiliiialiun  of,  10  N. 
^   If'ood  wllwtifd  bv  vayrauta,  220,  24", 

QiKininniiy,  prodiction  by,  77                                      ^^H 

H               24S,  260,  262,  264,  276,  2£>3,  294, 

Gwnte  L,  rvign  of,  163,  400                                  ^^M 

■              US,  Ji46,  bbS,  59D,  fi05.  6I:;,  616, 

11.,                       I'J'J,  402                                     ^H 

■              621,  62a,  632,  C36,  637,  643,  648. 

III.,                     304,407                                     ^H 

■              949,  ft61 

IV.,                    S2ei,  409                                  ^H 

^"   Totdiih  beggnn  and  thotr  rauitice,  586, 

Foot  ii^inp,  dr«c[iption  of,  627 
F»«Ht  bwa,  Ui»,  36 

Gennauv.  vagiancy  and  mandic-ity  in,                ^^H 

Gervaie  of  (.'{interbury  |jf.  12th  cent.),                  ^^| 
exlracl  from,  27                                                ^^^ 

FormigotU,  or  pr«UFnd(>d  soldi'en,  Mi 

Gesillinuin,  aiKntfication  of,  7  a                                  ^^| 

^K  >*o4tnn<^li3lli'n<,  iionishmont  of,  in  Kng- 

Gtoki»M3«,  or  blind  bnggais,  546                                ^^H 

■               iNnil.  l&lt,  202.  23i).  236 

Gilbiirt'B  Act  for  tlii'>  tnlli^r   mlidf  and                  ^^M 

■           in  S<'otl»iid,  346 

einplai  munt  of  th«  poor,  :IU8                          ^^H 
Oiln'a,  81..  bnggnra  in,  2U,  636,  638                      ^H 

■  Fortune ibUing,  l»,  135.  347,  349,  4118, 

■               602, 619 

Olaofow,  Ach[>lara  of  tho  b'liivcruly  of,                  ^^H 

^m  Vortj  boura,  begging  la  Italy  duHog 

forhiddeu  to  bog  wiibout  lioeoM,                  ^^H 

■               tb«,  667 

346                                                                      ^H 

H  Foundling  botpiul  in  Dublin,  998,  410, 

niaaani«n  clu«Nda«r«f[ii«,  133,  164                        ^^H 

■               412 

G)az«,  eUiriag  tb*.  ilwcrljitioa  of,  629                  ^^H 

no 
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^  GlimniOT',  the  dmuindn'  for  {er  CAm- 

mrtf),  &U6.  &ffS),  SIO 
U  t  aavmt*t  •yirt'^ni  of rnirawi  am  \»Knoer, 

331 
01oBoe«t«nhire.  haada  at  oatUwe  in,  43 
Uudtf  bftnqnictB  in  Ircluud,  nature  of, 

3TiS 
(tower,  J'Am  (132J— 1403).  vcnMoa  the 

loWUiun  of  Wat  Tilor.  67 
Grast&fiiv.  or  knarca  with  tho  talUn; 

Cnuid  jtuy  uf  MidiUesex,  iirtMoUooat 

of,  agaiiut  boeB*'"-  3**  I 
frraj,  I.onl,  onmplAJnU  of  thA  lalAitrj 

in  IrFlMwl,  SUB 
(ifx^ry,  St,  auj  liUi^tiBh  »]&*•«.  JI,  116 
Qria^oln  Pism,  tho  njQ^,  Murvdinif 

pool  of  Notrt'ltam*  lU  /Virw,  419 
Uroghnm,  deMcriptiDn  uf.  027 
OniM,  FnnrU{lT^I— 1791).  oiibag{[an 

mnd  vB^ruiil  iin|)Oijt«f«,  6$3 
GnKiicey,  !s«a  of,  467 

poor,  rorooTid  oi.  from  England,  327, 
237 
(■iiefU,ciictody  Hud  ontwUinnteotof,  to 

Wales,  430 
GwMilia.n  ('od«,  Inwaor,  43'f,  434 
<}<rcatva,  nature  uf.  IG,  434,  439 
UwoKtwr  or  Woatoor,  tho,   3A,  d3,  <4, 

4S0 
Ciwilym.  Difydd  «h,  the  •'Wiiliih  Pe- 
trurdi"     £1340  —  1400),    exti»cl- 
from,  471 
Gj'lKiM.AeUogainat,  iti  Knti^d,  72,97, 
\Vt2,  480,  489,  400,  (103 
in  [nlnnd,  39:i 

iu  8c4tliLiid,  314.  346,  352.  35%.  35S 
OrpaioB,  flrat  Bppearantct)  id  England, 

4S6 
OjpiiiH,  KfT'^  nf,  c>nl«rml,  103,  490 
cuiiijt«if.-it,  247,  249,  312,  49fi,  684 
couiiU-cfuit,  i>iiuifibmemof,I29, 18&, 

lOT.  J02,  2:15 
drjHirliiliun  of,  III  Norwny,  4!i8 
•iMcription  of,  io  I8fi8<a9,  4116— 043 
fortuiio>t«1liu<t  try,  4^8.  502 
iu  Franco,  t,2C>,  IV2S,  G31 
likSifiULue  of.  249 
laoKiui^cif.ddrivntion  of  cant  words 

fruiji.  475,  47B 
lettfr  from  'IlicrinH  Cramwoll  re- 

cAntinE.  4H7 
maliiiw-Cruoi  of,  491,  492,  49S,  4H, 

4ft8,49e,60l,C02,  60$,  5W 
miuKiUQ  cf  tho  motunorphoiod,  603 
names  by  irhich  tbey  are  known,  4H3 
origin  of  thr,  481! 
piituKhmcnt  uf,  in  England,  4S8, 490, 

491.  192 
punishment  of,  in  Ireland,  393 
pnni«hnipnt  of,  in  ticotUod,  344,3o3( 
364,  3AS 


Gypdes  in  Srottand.  371 
Gyjiayriiw  at  WnDdawmtb.  603 

Bacxball.  «  ootnione  DnUb  b«sar, 

4  IS 
Hale,  Kir   Hattlwv    (1809— IS79),  m 

UiiorM  and  b«>gg«i«,  tfii 
lliUoin,  llMtf)*.  on  nunutii  clittity,  iS 
Uaniboig,  bogKHH  aod  vanbond*  m. 

£43 

BarbonriDK  of   nucranta  forUiUan  in 

EntcUnd.   53,   Oti,  H^    109,  111, 

201.  -iOZ 
in  iScotUnd,  347 
in  Intlnnd,  393 
U&rbouring    of    fnjdtiTM    Is    Irelui 

pranlty  for.  876,  379 
in  ValiM,  4:11 
UuBum,  Thomas  (if.    166«).  Eibtrl* 

(ran  tbe  **  Ckrnut  forCvrwiaa,' 

71.  40«,  458,  477.  6fl& 
UanitiMfiu,  «  oanl  name  for  a  fiutluig, 

146 
BtRUOn.   Wniinm  (rf.  1SB4},  Mtrwtt 

(root  hia '  - 1  It  A- 1  iplifin  »f  Biiliia, ' 

88.  119.  I2<J.  330,  466 
ITaiMs  Williiun,  bc^{gin){  lattnr  ben,  la 

1&12,  bn 
Hurating,  cestam  Ubaonm  nQimd  to 

leave  tlwir  homea  dor  that  par* 

IKMW.  47,  40,  200 
Ifavlck,  a  (treat  cmtn  of  crteia,  tit 
Itawlcrira.     Sr*  I'c^laia 
Ilf-nd  Art,  thf.  In  IrvUnd,  S»l 
UmuI,  lUcharil,  cxtmc-t  from  th«  "  Eag- 

tiah.  Rogue."  618 
Hempen  Buutnfiicture  in  Irelaod.  rcfa- 

lation  of  «a^e«  in  th<%  407 
HMlve  pulling,  minlahraeut  for,  2N 
Uutlelbars.    ocaiaaani    at,    forla«t£o< 

stuinnla  to  etny  arma,  <M9 
Heuri  II.,  roign  of,  in  Pnaoe,  619 
Uflury  I.,  lawaor,  20 
n.,  rei([n  uf,  2*> 


IIL 
IV.        .. 
V. 

VI.         „ 

vu.    ,. 

VUI.    „ 
Jlervey,   Jani«a 
from,  671 
Hoxt,    Ednrarl. 


31 
83 

es 

0»,  384 

67.  387 
70,  3»0,  480 
{1714— 17Mj, 


•xtract 


lotln*   of,    nmMa^ 

viwabanda  and  mino^  12»,  491 
Hiuhlanu  of  Scotland,  Tanbuoda  in. 

344.  348,  349.  »0 
□isbwayuMQ  (n  Eiurland,  39,  frS.  171> 

1U2 
■■  Uistrio  Maatis."  by  Winiam  VrjtMb, 

•itisct  trvxa.  \ai 
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.  King  of  Ki^nt.  latra  of,  fi 
I  in  IihUiii]  (url>iilil«a  tubequar- 

Urvd  o&  ihe  inhuLitHDts,  384 
HohDKUda  in  Saxony,  houjtu  uf  come- 

tinn  at,  Sn  1  x. 
HulUnd.  )Mt|ff;»n  nnd  vasiaots  !□,  A13 
Holjr  OboBC  B»lc  of  the  JuMtlwn  tt,  590. 

6«6 
H©ly  ground.  th*f,  in  SI.  Gacs's.  636 
lltme.    WUIUid    il""9— IM'Ji.    oiinict 

from  the  "'tVblo  BoNk/'  fiJ? 
Hooded  men  in  Irelaud  f<>rhidtlcn  to  ba 

<Ii.iart«Tod    OD     the    inhnbiUnto, 

Uook  uid  8riiv«y,  with  Nix  the  buffer, 

descripUuD  of,  US 
HoukcT  or  ATiglt^r,  ihc,  ftHfl.  61ft 
Horn,  TolwU  nL  Hie,  3o2.  31)4.  •AS6 
Horse  new    ftequeDUnl    liy   viigiwnt*, 

Sil.  266.  392,  2^7,  49H,  Ml 
HonN  ftod  hoQDda,  Tugabonda  with,  ia 

lT«Und,  3!I3 
gcptland,  339 
Hotpitnli),  ttliUBca  Ln  the  adiuiuistretjoii 

ai.  C& 
attracting  poor  roiintry  pcflplo  to 

Luuduii,  'i&U 
Hoqiiuliiv,  Aoglo-SaioD,  ft,  l» 
Ir.Hh.'.l?;.  ».'ft 
Kootch,  »a&.  :ino 
'Wvli'h.  43$.  436 
HMllanio  Hcotltuid  forbiddflo  ton»oeiT« 

vagnbcmda,  ;i6'4.  360 
Kounda,  vacftbonJit  wiUi,  in  Ireland,  StJS 

in  SDoiIaad.  339 
Hduw  of  Corrcctioii,  116,  125,  136.  13$, 

140,  lA;t.  11>8,   166.  H7,  171.  177, 

IBl.  1113,  ia7,  IV».  IBO.  JUS,  207. 

208,  211,  -i^J,  S.!!,  235,  393,  630, 

671 
tiMUMguatDt  oft  temp.  EliAilwlli. 

116 
lloiMtibrrKkiii^  itn])]«ni4intii,  (lUniabroent 

of  ix'rtona   in    [tOMCwiuD  of,  iu 

En^liind,  'JOV,  236,  23U 
Id  StKitl-nd,  3'1» 
HoUMleM  P<x>r  Acts,  301,  301.  303.  310 
lloonleea  penon,  pviwltv  for  fiT>:ding,  in 

Indnnd,  S78 
ll0T»deu  Roew  da  <jf.  1204],    estnuta 

from.  *J7,  XS,  30 
lIow«1  ddn.  [ti.  946),  l»wa  of,  429 
IlttlKrt,  AiAbidiop  of  Caotflvbniy  (I  l»3 

— 12(U),  ooh  of  paace  of.  iQ.  3il 
Uribina  or  duvotooi  of  Ht.  LIubcrt,  5'JL 
Huniwi  \i*x>i\sialM,  Irish  rialun-  of,  376 
llumtn-y,  Duko  ul  Uluinn-iter  (13^1 — 

1447).  and  the  blimlimpostjn-,  677 
HitnicithiM',  Uiii!V.-]i  hiitiK''>l  ati  -3 
lij'druaiJiui-y.  in-ediitiun  bj,  77 
**U]^(!WHy   la    the    ^pxltulhoaM»"    ex- 

UuOs  from,  7tf.  167 


Idlb  and  disoirdcrly  pendiu,  pnniahmout 
of.  182.  199,  202,  Idb,  'JM 

Itnarvta,  iiJminUlmtiuD  of  Ibv,  in  Tur- 
key, 672 

Impotent  poor,  provbiom  for,  63,  7S,  82, 

rujjulnliyn*  for,  80,  67,  0».  73.  108, 

U6 
In-borg.  eignificatioa  of.  21  n. 
IncomjKitilp  rogiipa,  piininhmvnt  of,  181, 

lao,  W£.  235,236 
Icdiutrial  ftcboolii  in  Ku^land,  284—200 
in  Iniliind,  ISC 
in  H,wtljmd,  284,  372 
Indiutrr,  lloui«  of,  in  Dublin,  397.  403, 

403,  406,  407.  410,  III.  413,  416, 

420 
Inc,  King  of  WeiMex,  lawi  of,  6,  7 
ImtiraojH'rn  in  .S.  utluiid  fotbiddou  to  re- 

uL-ivu  vajtiibuniiv,  ■^6-1,  336 
InoocenL^.  Bale  of  the  htut  of  the  beard 

of,  SBO 
luUai^uinmuiuoiitioa  of    vngniut*,    373, 

2»9 
luTomws,  bos^an  in,  330 
Iritlatul,  Alare  tmde  witJi,  28 
Irish  bt-ff^ra  and  Yiiffnuitfl  in  Enf^lind, 

64,  109,  129,  Nd,    149,  ISO.   182. 

201,  202,  214.  2tfl,  220.  225,  2S«. 

227,  230,  232,  234.  2;i».  240,  216, 

2SS,  2.W,  2j».  280,  2«S,  .80,  267, 

a6»,  270,  271.  272,  273,  276.  21', 

279,  281,  282,  2t:l3,  292,  3Ud,  !ltU6, 

(>U4,  6Ht,  G34.  640,  642 
in  Ireland,  392,  393,  398,  399,  401— 

427 
in  tbe  lile  of  Mno.  412,  4o4 
Id  UuernAey.  46& 
in  SwtUntl,  2J10,  2SI.  307,  372' 
Iritti,  coudittoti  of,  in  thv  twoifth  cen- 
tury, 37» 
fourt«iTith  century,  380 
Irttih  kin^,  thi-ir  body  |<iuirdii,  380 
Irieh  ui«n  aod  Irtsb  clutka,  mmidiottnt, 

to  quit  l^ngl&nd,  04 
Iriahmon.  A^-t  a^in^t,  fi.i 
Irinh  nuiiioQitot^keu  by  the  Engliab,  SSi 
Irixlitoyk  tlio,  Ae4.  619 
tulip,   An-hbialiiip  (13411—1346),  on  the 

iniper(ini>.«ity  at  R>lward  III.,  63 
Itaiin.n   •hiidivn   beggii^;  in  Kuttlaiid, 

Italy,  tegisari  and  vajtn'boadii  in,  653 
luochj,  or  CbhsuaniEod  Jewa,  AAO 

JickmA.     Sir  Jnrktoiuui. 

Janiw  1.  of  KngLuid,  rviifn  of.  1.32 
II 172 

JoniM  I.  of  Hcotlaod,  iv-ign  of,  337 

H 339 

J II.  .,  .,  340 
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James  T.  of  Scotland,  rdgn  of,342 ;  sup- 
poBed  Htithor  of  the  Gaberltmyte 

y  t.  of  Scotland,  reign  of,  343 

Jarkeman,  or  Jackman,  the,  594,  696, 
699,  604,  619 

Jargon  of  the  mendicant  and  vagrant, 
description  of,  466 

Jersey,  laws  of,  4o4 

Jibber  tbe  kibber,  signification  of,  627 

Jigger  dubber,  signification  of,  627 

Jingo,  derivation  of,  479 

Joi-kiefl  or  strolling  minstrels  in  Scot- 
land, 359 

John  of  England,  reign  of,  31 

John  of  France,  reign  of,  618 

"Jolly  Beggars,"  the,  extract  from, 
631 

Jonson,  Ben  (1573^1637),  extracts  from 
the  "Gypsits  Uetamorphosed," 
603 

"Jovial.  Crew,  (he,  or  the  Merry  Beg- 
gars," 612,  61'>,  62^ 

Jowls,  the  Beverend  Giles,  the  iUami- 
nated  cobbler,  653 

Jugglers,  punishment  of,  in  Eogl&nd, 
107,  180,  199,  202 
in  Ireland,  392 
in  Scotlund,  346 

JnngfraueD,  or  pretended  female  lepers, 
646 

Justices  empowered  to  regulate  wages, 
63,  66,  390 

Eahhbsiehers,  or  begging  students,  645 
KandiererB,  or  broken-down  merchants, 

646 
Kathorans.     See  CatheranB. 
Keams  forbidden  to  be  kept  in  Ireland 

in  time  of  peace,  383 
Koighley,    Yorkshire,   last  use    of  the 

stocks  at,  48  n. 
Ken  cracker,  descriptioa  of.  627 
Kenilworth,  the  award  of.  32 
Kenneth  HI.,  reign  ot,  336 
Kent  system  of   repressing  vagrancy, 

326 
Keinety,  an  Irish  exaction,  390 
Kid  rig,  description  of  the,  631 
Kiddy  nipper,  description  of  the,  627 
Kilmattock  union  beggars  carried  home 

wiih  rejoicing,  421 
Kinchin  or  kitchen  co,  594,  696,  619 
Kinchin  or  kitchen  morte,  694,  696,  619 
King's  laws,  penalty  for  sheltering  the 

violator  of,  in  Ireland,  379  ■ 
Kitty,  a  name  lor  a  lock-up  in  Durham, 

637 
Klenknere,  or  cripples,  545 
Knocker  beggars,  diacription  of,  218 
Knuckle,  description  of,  fi27 
Koran,  extracts  from,  574 


liABonHnu,  statute  of,  43,  40 

apprenticing  the  childien  of,  fb^ 

bidden,  64 
and  artificers  ptmishment  of,  lor 
absenting  themselvei   from  ttr- 
vice,  44,  48,  60,  61,  66,  59,  64,  66, 
71,  102,  107,  363,  400 
flocking   to  London,  proclamatioo 

a^inst,  61 
in    Ireland    forbiddan    to   becoms 

keams,  384 
statutes  ag«inat,  confirmed,  64,  6o, 
66 

Lambard,  William  (1636—1601],  on  the 
origin  of  the  word  rogne,  471 

lAneham,  Robert,  hia  letter  from  Kesil- 
worth,  11! 

lAngland,William(1332— 1402), extracts 
from  "  Peers  Plonghmau,"  54. 
406,  470,  676,  687,  690 

lAtymer,  Hugh  (1486 — 1666),  on  valiant 
beggars,  592 

lAuderdale,  beggars  at  tlie  funenl  of 
the  Duke  of,  367 

Lozar  honaes,  46 

I^zy  beg^r,  the,  626 

Leipdg,  beggars  and  vagabonds  at,  543 

Leper's  aims  basket  and  window,  46 

Leprous  and  bedridden  creatorea  in 
England,  61,  81,  83,  94,  108 

Lepers  in  Scotland,  338,  344 

Levanters,  description  of,  631 

Licences  to  beg,  74, 83, 92,  95.  99, 100. 108 

"  Life  in  London,"  extract  from,  636 

Lifiers,  description  of,  629 

Lincoln's  Inn,  beggars  in,  185,  219,  221 

Linen  manufacture  in  Ireland,  reguIatioD 
of  wages  in  the,  407 

Little  go  lotteries,  setters  up  of,  deemed 
rogues,  211 

Liverpool,  vagrancy  in,  232,  240,  259, 
281,  282,  283,305 

Livery,  an  Irish  exaction,  383,  388 

Livre  Toumois,  value  of,  in  Guernsey, 
458 

Uan  Cemiw,  or  the  Cornish  place,  2 

Lodginic  houses  for  vagrants,  217,  226, 
233,  247,  249,  2:6,  298,  300,  302, 
313,  322,  323,  326,  331,  641,  6*7, 
650,  661,  670 

London,  beggars  and  vagrants  in,  62, 
79,97,  104,105,106,  116,  119,120, 
122,  126,  141,  142,  143,  144,  146, 
149,  150,  166,  168,  169,  160,  167, 
171,  178,  184.  187,  188,  189,  190, 
191,203.  207,213,214,216—227, 
253—259,  268,  275,  291,  292,  312, 
31 3,  327,  328,  696,  698,  600,  602, 
609,  610,  616,  625,  626,  627,  628, 
629,  630,  631,  633,  634,  636,  636, 
638,  646,  660,  651,  652,  663,  659, 
664,  667 
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Lt>od(ia,  Iris>i  bof^^nt  in,  NV,  'J14,  21S, 
■£10.  226.  Ti&,  -i^O.  2u3,  3&8,  H'i, 
4?:.W4,  tt34,  B6i 
prfHr'luiaulioii    in    ISfiB   ngaiuit  1*- 

Iwiiivn  tlockinK  tv.  'M 
<>rdiniknAca  a^piindt  bej^gors,  d'l,  104, 

piiiiiMhtii«nt  of  IrnKgitnin,  IIB,  ISZ, 

)»5. 100,214. 602.  aaa 

SUtUtoB  of.  15.  38 
"London  I Abonrnnd thn London  Ptior," 

estiscln  fr>>n).  64T 
Long  g»i>g,  dwtriptioD  ofn,  296  u. 
Lord'i  Dnf ,  Art  fur  the  buttor  oljicrv- 

anrc  c>t  the,  U7 
LoMsen,  or  iibcnU-d  piisonrre,  6)6 
Lotcri,  or  rwodois  of  uiinwuloiu  w«tor, 

669 
lAttoiy  tick«t8,  unlivnsed  dulftre  in, 

dfietiiiid  IONICS,  211 
Louui  IX.  (SiiciL  I^mia),  leign  of,  GIS 
XU.,  ki 
XIV.,  621 
XV.,  621 
I^*  RttffiWi  deaciiption  of,  630 

vordi  from  tLo,  473 
Xmgga^  ezceaoiTo,  of  rnciantA,  242 
Itolley  priegcTS,  duacrijitiun  of,  629 
LnnpMra,  aoMDriptiun  of,  623 
Lunulicfl,  wandering,  66 

fthun,  172 
Lurlca  of  faffranto,  140,  311,  «4I,  648, 

G6D,  «&1 
Latbor,  Martin,  on  vnfjranti  and  bcg- 

gan.  fi44.e7l 
Lyi^im,  !)&□  John   (1373— I-IOO),  «x- 

tiuut  from  lHo  "  Ordvi  of  FwiU," 

•' MA»n»o«iDK,"  or  "Jumnila  Aj&iukk 

meul«"    [W<-|jli   pratiu   TuiiiiLa«» 

of  tb«  fourteoutb  contury),  ex* 

tntcU  from  Uiu,  43fi,  438 
Mjuunls,)-,  Ixinl,  od  Olivar  CromireU'a 

soldiiin,  li>3 
Ma|;nA  OtuirU.  protection  kffordod  to  Ibo 

villi!)!!  by,  .11 
Uabuinet     the    Pniphet,     layings    of, 

374 
UulioKmux,  or  iiuiUDiroren.'620 
MalmMhury.  WiUium  of  (I0S6— 1148), 

eat»cU  from,  9,  14,  IT 
Mnlrom  iiviiain  of  nprtawiug  vagnuiQy, 

327' 
UjtD.  lilo  of,  vftmncjr  In.  440 

tenHnta  and  Mmutta  not  to  lonvo 

without  licence,  442,  441 
Uanirddt,  Count,  Igyj  uf  vagnatt  for 

his  army,  14S 
Mnnubu-lciri**  in  Hcotlftod,  vagranta  to 

rork  IS,  Ui,  3M 


Manx  T]^;nlnU  in   SnKland,    109,   129, 

18-A  201.202,22",  ^78.  2^1 
Marchon  in  Ireland,  cJCHUtiona  of,  3B6 
Uargfirot,    iiiati:ir    t.f    Kdgiit    Ath<.l>Rg. 

olianty  of,  33 
Blarincm.  freahvator.  Sei  Sailors,  aham. 
Uanin'ii.  Hi,,  in  the  I-'it^lda,  ragtvuicy  in, 

IKS.  im 
Mary,  Muceo  of  Englimd,  n.<i|pi  of,  ^7 
iiury  of  GuiKu,  regeocy  of,  in  SooUaiid, 

:i43 
Mary,  Qoccu  of  Ki'oU,  nuKn  of  3t3 
MaryUbiinfi,  St.,  vagrancy  and  pauper- 

iini  ilk.  2I>7.  2D2 
Maagalinn    hentica.    pmctEcca    of   tfac, 

483 
Mariurful  buggnrt  in  Scotland,  339,  340, 

311 
Moatfrluas  mi?n,  proclamation  againet, 

S)fi,  fl7,  lofl 
[lUii  Mhiuuiit  of,  mO',  HI) 
relief    to,  forbiddou  iu  Uie  Derby 

hou«vhi>ld,  121 
MaatfTtc'.iid  vagahonda  in  St^otland.  .1i5 
Uauiidy   Tbunday,  LDtjrodutlion  of  tbe 

cniftiitn   (.if    foiKlinfj  and    t'lotliiDg 

tLo  piMt  cm,  62 
MaybBw,  Ilenry  (i.  1»I2),  ("xtracta from 

"  L(i]idi<n  jjnbouraud  thoLoniiuu 

PciOT,''  547 
Mond  mon^y,  vtgniflration  of,  II  n. 
Mejidtill,  Jnck,  aliut  Cadt-,  &(9 
M«ndii:-)Tit  or  begging   (rina,  82,  479, 

6S7,  68& 
U^ndicanta  in  Jeney,  r^tgiUations  for. 

466 
Ucndit'ity  Roiinty  in  Loodoa,  233,  337 

in  L>iililJii,  420 
UonujiiUiin),  or  broken-d'uwn  trndumoti, 

620  • 

"Mftiry  BeggniB,  the,  ora  JovialOrew," 

G12 
Motop(wi'Qp>',  prcdiclion  by,  77 
Uetn>i»litati  gyp«yri<«,  deamption  of, 

«03 
Minitrala  in  Englnad,  puniiihiiKint  of, 

87,  107,  128.  163.  IHU,  IKI,  202    - 
in  ^Dotland.  346.  36V,  3Q1 
in  Walsa,  3a,  04 
MiamonariM,  wMudo^  663 
Molea  on  tbe  body,  prediction  by,  7S 
Monut«noB.  suppTOnun  of,  83 

tlicir  charity,  B4 
Money,  Scottish  value  of,  347  <*■ 
Monka,  wandering,  8 
Monmouth,  ordur  for  the  apprdMuiaion 

of  vagabonda  in,  I  Hi 
Hot*,  Bir  Thomsa  (M>I0— lASS),  uxtrwM 

fromhii  "Dialoguue,"  llv.  Ill, 

677 
HorRfaigeri,  or  bedeamen  witb  a  bt.I, 

669 
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^^^^H                 llnriohini,  Cwibl],  OD  MlOldinty,  &S7 

OmvDi^  ngnificatioii  of,  7$ 

^^^H                Murt,  the  AnMm.  daieriplioa  of.  &9d 

Ummerecniuis,  twKRnn  and  Tuvboodi  at, 

^^^H               M'irt,  the  Wallriiif.  ivG,  51KI.  014 

613,  ili,6ii.H& 

^^^^H                 llitrtinurr.  Kir  llttgh  de,  diArity  of.  &3 

Oneirocraejr.  |4«iict4oa  Iij,  78 

^^^H                Uoiiaa,  Bmx\  of.  Bvgunt   of  SootUml, 

Onyrtvmimcy,  ^trcdiction  by,  7t 

^^^H 

OraencTu  Vitalu  (IVia— lliO),  mtnel 

^^^^H               Monntobuik,  KtBtat   for  1»inv  diibaii- 

from,  ib 

^^^^^1                             uurrd  in  ItvIhiuI,  37fl,  -till 

OrpheJiiu.  OT  pnCandnl  orphanaM  &3A 

OawaU,  King  of  yurti>«i»b«rUn<l  <63( 
—443],  obarity  of,  li 

^^^^^P              is  Irebwl.  381 

^^^^^^^^         MiiRuen,  or  heman  tn  Uvnn&Bj,  &W 

Ornlinn  iu   ScotluKl.   ilrMTipliuiii    of. 

^^^^H                 Mard«r*  by  ivf^nu,  fi^8 

3.19  ». 

^^^H               MuUUui  or    pntandod  ini)i»V'lcadcn« 

Oxford  ackulan  bwffixR  witboul  Unooa 

^^^H 

to  be  paniabcd.  73,  107 

^^^^H                  175 

pUjaat»fQrbtr]d««,  }9-i 

PaLATnii  war,  levy  of  vkgnafai  tor  1^ 

^^^^^^^        KAsaeoa,  or  nMen,  631 

116 

^^^^H               Ndtiviu,  ot  boiKliiiiin,  ill  Kn^Und,  19 

Pale,  limiU  of  Qta  Knglish,  tn  ItaLuit, 

^^^^H                 KkTj,  ragaboodB  iii  IrvUnd  Ui  be  Muit  to 

3T3 

^^^H                          tan-e  in,  400, 414,  4 1& 

P-Uianl,  tho,  4;«.4Ti,  &»4.  MC,  497,  SI* 

^^^H               Kkpoloon  1.,  rain  ol,  osa,  521 
^^^^H              Kation&l  AiaeaAW  oa  noidiciiy,  AZ3, 

Palmbtry.  prctiictioa  by,  ?< 

puciflhmfiat  rn  R«EUm4  of  protaMon 
of.   74.  l';8,   163,   199,  302.  Sli, 

^^^B                          632 

^^^^^B                 XonroriMinirv.  prcilirtion  hj*,  77 

236 

^^^^H               KcwN-u-lk'n  iu  KeikLidJ,  H 

in  Iralaod,  393 

^^^^P                      in  Irdand,  :i«U 

Pvdokon,  thett  pnctieao,  IMS,  ATI,  MT, 

^^^^H               "  Nig«lli  SpM'ulum  SfailtonuD,*'  cxUwt 

too,  &B1 

^^^H                             from,  60 

tiuit  jiuDulunent,  74 

^^^H               Night  nfu^  for  vafcaati^  m,  iii, 

Fanluos  (or  frlony  forluddM).  41 

^^^M                            2M,  Ubi.  mi,  SI3.  041 

Psilier.  O..  citT^uHa  &imu  "A  View  at 

^^^^H                         pntflMkl^  cbuvctw  of,  2AG 

Soricty,"  6i7 

^^^^H               Kifcbt  (Upper*  iui  liith  vxaclion,  S9& 

I*«l«ot  galbt:rvn,  pgnJahmtt  of,  litt. 

^^^^B               Xigbt.uM^of  TavranU  in  th«,  71|  600, 

19V.  20i 

^^^B                             603,  613.  020,  Oil,  C63 

FMierolanta.  or  volnntMr  aotdiOM,  Ul 

^^^^^^^^         Kight-*alli(n  in  Ftngluid,  nonialuaODt 

Patrico,  patrWirb  co,  or  paUcrinic  care. 

^^^^H                          iU 

474.  4T6,  &K,  S9G,  A99,  60I,  C1&, 

^^^^V              Inlud.  4l< 

«l» 

I>litt«Rra'  iifiu,  647.  «8 

^^^H                            bun-la  br  the.  119 

I'anliani,  or  pretendMl  d«««Bdant«  of 

^^^^H               Notthumptcci,  tbo  uum  of.  2S 

lb>  Aportln  1 'aut,  669 

^^^H                      lba*Ututoof,4l 

Peuaat,  dwcri  puon  of,  in  "  Pwn  novgib* 
nan."  o4 

^^^^B               Kortfahroolt,  John,  on    b«(rg«n,  ragm- 

^^^^^B                                 bund*,  ftDii  pUjrtTS,  120,  1X4 

by  Taylor,  th«  rnXxa  pool,  150 

^^^^^^                 Nortb  W»l«a  BTHtsiii  of  nppnaaing  vag- 

Padlan,  Uwir  ptiMrtictv,   126,  VIA,  313, 

^^^H                          rmocy,  319 

823.  8«4.  369,  370,  37 1.  Wf,  619, 

^^^^H               Norwicli,  tntttmont  of  mnncUoi  at,  SOt 

6M 

^^^^V                 NotloM  of  TttgrantA  to  <tui  anotbtt,  2V0, 
^^^B                          SM,  813,  610.  647,  048 

paaiahmani  o^  9£,  107,   lft«,  XOO, 
«»,  1S6.  X8< 

r«»Uan&int,  bagiin  in,  361 

^^^H              Oj,Ta  of  pwtw  nut  <rat  by  Eubut,  Ardi* 

PvA,  Iftt  of  Uan.  boggiu*  ia,  •» 

^^^^B                         bubop  of  Outtttbuy.  2tf 

Peaiwukek  jnnloai  0^  on  Iriih  hi^Mi. 

^^^^B                               to  fHiitlnbd, 

148,  IM 

^^^^^H              (]l>I(H|iiiuDi,  Jmiiptioo  of,  &M 

P^amiVL,  dcKripliaD  of,  B3S 

^^^^H              U'Bmii'*  Hriilgv,  dwalnctioe  oC  898 

P«Uy.  &r  Wahmn  (16»— 1687),  «■  tte 

^^^^B               UbMvne  luvftoagv.   So*  usdor  Vagrauta. 

tUt!  of  Iretaad.  396 

^^^^B^^        OhtoeiM  1  ritita,  putuskmntt  of  tboM.-  who 

Fliilip  «ud  Uary,  nngn  iif,  117,  489 
iliyatOgiMKny,  pnsdiction  bv,  7( 

^^^^^^^K      Uti^i^niMt,  sigaiflcstioa  ol,  9 

iiiiiiLnlnimil  in  Knglaod  ol  trnfcMan 

^^^^^^V     "  Ulio,"  tb»,  hf  Ftmacu  Onae,  utnrls 

of,  7-1.  !'£».  ISO.  199,  Ui 

^^^^^H                 frvn,  SU 

in  Irdjuul,  382 

—i 
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,  or  mximrd  hcggon,  620 

fikMUid  pike-heads,  fcnajte  founi  in 
poMuMiun  of,  in  Iroluid  ddomod 

IHilorv',  tltv,  a»  »  punuhiDviit,  "Ji,  £22) 

"«I3 
Ptmlieo,  locJHjr  »r>  oLllod,  IJI6 
i'iucli,  deacriiilion  of  tba,  fliS 
I'lo^bjin,  e(|ilHi)atiou  of,  377  ff- 
PIbruv,  the,  42,  li5 
PlaUuMium«(  or  blind  h&raon,  6<8 
I1jiyen.tDOti'reBoftliQl(>fi:i«attoiiaKftiiiBt, 

no,  134,  \66,  L5T,  194,  196.  381  »., 

«15 
legialsUon  Bgsinat,  in  Rngland,  TO, 

87,  107.   I2S.  i;t1,   147,  IS5,  ISli, 

liiT,  IKO,  IU2,  l»o,  19»,  20!!,  'iSli 
iegiaUttion  a^oiosi,  m  ttokiiJ,  376, 

sal,  :)Q'J 
|>rocliintati<>n«  n^iniit,  9n,  9T,  102 
PTbvb  forbidiifti  oil  Hiiniiiiyii,  147 
Plough  lira*,  iiaturu  Kil,  H  ■. 
"  PlouffhRuui,  Pocr«t"  oxlrnula  irom,  Sm 

lATtgiuid,  Williikin 
Poachers  (toaincid  trugut«  and  va^bonds, 

209 
Folud,  'besfpui  in,  (tOfi 
Polioe,    Sm  ConaubleB. 
INiliMoitk  or  UttoTdvmalionR,  nSO 
Po<>r  Ldw  Amcndm«tit  Act,  'HI 
PopuUtinn  of  KnglAnd,  MtLinmte  of,  in 

loss,  177 
Portugal,  besgnra  in,  SOD 
"Poverty,  Mundiuity,  and  Crimti,"  ox- 

tnuU  from,  638 
I*nid  borTowrav,  dfMCriptioD  of,  G28 
I*R)(K<"  °(  l>»nc*nt  tlw,  596,  607,  619 
l*risiu«ti,  or  Ptifpi,  593,  019 
Prim,  Act  against  l4iking,  m  Inland, 

362 
Ptodaiined  rencm,  pAniilty  for  fnxling, 

ill  livl&ni!.  ^78 
FtDclitinatii>a  affuiuBt  Ituh  licggan  in 

EngUnd,  Its 
■gaiiul  bvggmra  and  vagabond*  in 

Engluod,  78.  9i,  97,  132,   139, 

lao,  171 

in  Scotland.  MS 
i*roulaiiiatioD  agaiuat  pnleDdcd  eoldien, 

I3ii 
Pzooton,  ptmiabment  ot.  7*.  l'J8 
ProearoRi,  punithment  o^,  lii 
I'rophooM,  legislation  agiiintit  13'> 
ProatitntM,  puniabmcnt  of,    116,    236, 

236 
ragtant,  2fi.!.  271.  272,  2ff5,  297 
Pnvoat  manhAla,    121,    I'Jo,    142,    143, 

221,  HIS 
Frymia,  William  (1600— 16iIS),  extract 

from  tlM  "Hi«trio-.M>Mti>,"  liC 
l*uKDg  Dick,  a  capUiu  of  i'0);uuii,  bVl 


I'linte  Iric-k,  d<'*-ripliH>n  of  tho,  il55 
I'lirvoyimw,  Aoto  sgaiiuft  tnkiog,  in  Iw- 

lun>l,  3H2 
Pyioomncy,  prudictioii  by,  TS 

Qt'AOK  doctari.  248,  314 

*iii«tr  bird,  d«im|jLi<jn  of,  fiS3 
Uueur  bit-malKm,  di«a> -ripCiun  of,  127 
Queer  roontw,  d««uiptiun  of,  Si'J 

RiCBCOUUt,   rogD»  and  Tagabnnds  of 

BacoB  frci]  luntcd  by  vagiaota,  2dl,  268, 

■iVi.  mj,  tm,  501 
R(ig-wlli.T8.  the  tri.:ka  of.  24S 
Itupuami-H  in  [relnnil,  390 
HvmI  William  (i.  1816],  a  rognuit  vw»- 

ininc>d  by  a  parliaonuiitiiry  com- 

mittnc,  2.57 
Iteitder  iiinii')i:inlji,  dr«rjiplioii  r.f,  fljji 
It«d  vwk  pcrohjrijt  on  Hie  llmtcli,  mcait- 

ing  ot,  639 
Rfldc^ali',  (InMTtption  of,  in  1542,  8£ 
Hcfuie*..     &t  NinUt  Hrfuyttt. 
Ui*K>(ity,  MitpiiHcalioD  of,  341  n, 
IC«!v(tn,  punltflimunt  of,  31U,  311 
Kdiof  of  tha  poor,  meaonrM  for  thn,  HI, 

9h,  9ft,   00,   100,   138,  142,    147. 

IBS 
Rdifjimrii,  or  vondori  of  falM  ralic*,  AfiO 
Ueaiigiiia,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  on  alnvwy, 

28 
Ri-mci%-al  ordt2»,  suapcoriuti  of,  21Q,  316 
Keporie  on  va^tancy  hv  I'oor  fjtw  In- 

apectots,  261,  292 
Ronourling,  Aill  of.  mootinfr  apon  the, 

•141 
R<»um«(ion  rig,  diisi'ription  of,  629 
Itnvcl,  br-ggrm  in,  56« 
Hcwarda  tui'  tli«  apprr-h«naion  ot  vng- 

rnnta,    IBU,    Dill,  2i)0,    202,    230. 

231.  23S 
Ehonabvy,  the  dream  of,  43& 
Uiulto,  HJgnilicnlion  nt',  341  n. 
Kilulda,  thn  bauiahmvnt  of,  &2 
lUcliiinl  L,  RtgQ  of.  29 
II..  „      6S 

in.,  „      67 

Rid)  b^ggara,  6S0 
KifFaud^,  oi  lulferero  by  On  (FVndi 

dcannndiir*  fur  glinunar),  A20 
Ring-fttllor  or  dropper,  thu,  248, 606,  69i, 

630 
Kipper  of  Hah.significiiiioD  of,  OOfI  n. 
Ik-lwrt  n.,  roign  of,  3^7 
Bubuideitnien,  id,  o2,  oM,  5»U 
lloberta,    Hugh,   a  caprain    of   rognes, 

-i80' 
R^ibKerr  in  Anglo-Soson  timw,  14 
Itobbery  bj  orgaaised  baudi^  32. 117 


ri6 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


RiM-herter,  vreck  of  thfl,  260 

Hudeiin  da  filies,  or  prowlers  for  girk, 

518 
Sogvr  dn  HoTedcm,  extracts  froni,  27, 

28,  30 
Riger  le  Sicirmieour  indicted,  39 
Bogue.  the  deacri(>tioii  of,  681,  696,  697, 
603 
the  wild    deecriptioD  of,  594,  696, 

697 
denratioti  of  the  word,  471 
Bognes,  captaini  of;    Bluebeard,  679; 
Hagh  Roberta,  680  ;  Jenkia  Gow> 
diddle,  680  ;  Hpixing,  681  ;  Puff- 
iitg  Dick,  682 ;   Lawrence  Croa- 
biter,   683:    Bkelton,  684;    Cock 
Lorrell,  684  ;  Gile«  Hather,  685 
much,  the,  331 

panishment  of,  63,  103,  109,  116, 
117,  119,  129,  133,  136,  137,  140, 
148,  163,  164,  166,  168,  160,  161, 
162,  164,  165,  166,  167,  179,  186, 
196,  202,  203,  206,  209,  210,  211, 
212,  236,  236,  238,  392 
B«lle,  Hichard  {d.  1349),  on  charity,  44 
Komanv,     derivation    of    cant    words 

from  the,  476,  479 
Rowlands,  Samael    (1670—1626),   ex- 
tracts from  the  works  of,  466,  486, 
489,  679,  601,  602 
"  Boxburghe  Ballads,"  extract  from  the, 

609 
Eoyal  Hcamp,  description  of  the,  627 
iliiffeler,  description  of  the,  693 
Kuffiilers,  puniehment  of,  82 
Kuffiti,  or  sufferers  by  tire  (Italian  de- 

manden  for  glimmer),  664 
Bum-drag,  description  of  the,  630 

anoozer,  description  of  the,  628 
Runnsgatos'  race,  the,  by  Samuel  Row- 
lands, 679 
Running    snavel,     description    of    the, 

631 
Rush,  description  of  the,  629 
Ruiihtoa.    Mr.,    eridenco   on  Yagrancy, 

269,  281 
Russia,  beggars  and  vagrants  in,  666 


Saphbijtbges,  torture  by,  24 
Sailors  begging  in  England  to  carry  cer- 
tificate, 131,   180,  200,  -^02,  212, 
235,  236 
Scotland,  346 
torbidden  to  beg,  130,  131 
Bhitm,  127,  220,  246,  248,  250,  311, 
693,696,  698,  610,  619,  634,  641, 
664 
Salt,  consumption  of,  by  Irish  vagruats, 

272 
Palters    in    Dublin,  regulation  of    the 
wagee  of,  409 


tjalt-pans,  beitgan  and  va^bondi  in 
Scotland    to  work  in,  361,  367, 
364 
Sanndras,  Richard,  extzact  from  "  Pal- 
mistry," 75 
Sarages,  raKimnta  described  as  lifing  sa, 

154,  350,  359 
Saze-Cobnrg  and  Gotha,  mendicity  in, 

642 
Sbrici,  or  fngitire  captiTes,  664 
Scholars  of  the  universities  in  England 
not  to  beg  without  a  licence,  60, 
67,  68,  73,  107 
in  Scotland,  346 
Scotland,  English  slaves  in,  2S 
native  aUves  in,  351 
beggars  and  vagrants  in,  334 
fotmer  stete  of  ogriculture  in,  360 
Scotch,  incnrnons  of  the,  into  Etiglaitd, 
25,  28,  33 
Lowland,  derivation  of  cant  words 

from  the,  473 
scholars  b^ging  in  England,  62 
8«othala,  or  Sootteshale,  a  forest  exaction, 

31,  184 
Scott,  John(1730— 1783],  on  workhousM, 
208 
Walter,  a  deaf  and  dnmb  impostor, 
663 
Scottish  beggars  and  vagrants  in  Edk* 
land,  129,  227,  2*9,  242,  258,  278 
beggars  and  vagrants  in  the  Isle  of 

Mhr,  442 
bondmen,  334,  335 
border,  condition  of,  in  1542,  86 
money,  vwloe  of,  347  «- 
Screpall,  explanation  of,  377  n. 
Schwanfclders,    or    naked    beggars,  or 

Khallow  coves,  545 
Schweigers,  or  jaundiced  persons,  546 
Screevers,  or  writers  of  begging  ]ett*re 

and  petittomi,  649 
Sea,  children  to  be  apprenticed  to  the, 
17!» 
vagabonds  to  be  sent  to,    ISO,  400, 
414,  415 
SefTcre,  or  persons  afflicted  with  sores, 

646 
SenchuB  llor,  the,  or  Great  Law  of  Ire- 
land, 374 
Servants  quitting  sorWce  before  the  time 
agreed  on  to  be  imprisoned,  44. 48, 
60.  61,  56,  59,  64,  66,   102,  107, 
3fi3,  401,  445,  450 
regulaiion  of  the  wuges  of,  43,  44, 
47,  48,  50,  51,  56,  59,  63,  65,  66, 
71,   101.  102,  154,  362,  363,  364. 
3S0,  405,  408,  409.  443,  444,  446, 
446,  447,  449,  450 
jurj'  of,  in  the  InIo  of  Man,  446,  449 
not  to  quit  tbe  Isle  of  Man  without 
licence,  442,  445 
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^V^^Bcamga,  ui  Irish  einctiDi],  3fr0 

Soup   kitcheni  promotorg  ol  ^t^nnty          ^^H 

■        &cttl«nu-nt,  Uwn  of,  IM,  IT'^.  173.  216, 

^^H 

■                    SOS 

Speiuu^r,  KUmtuid  (1^^3—1609},  extract           ^H 

H        Stukspere  (1&C4— IBlfl),  oxtntct*  fttnn, 

from  tho  "  Vii'w  of  ibo  CHnte  ol            ^^H 

■                     IWn..  Hil,  47fi.  «T6.6;7,<>07 

Jrclund,"  394                                               ^^M 

^H                DM  of  the  notnR  uf  Guit  by,  l!tt 

Rpettrioi,  or  IuIm.'  ]iriu>t*.  or  friitera,  669            ^^H 

^B        Rhttm  l«Kgors,  d«(»cription  of,  IS30 

Spiritati,  or  demoniaoa,  Oit4                                  ^^^^ 

^V        tihf  ep,  Avt  limttJD;  tho  numliDr  to  bo 

Sptdng.  a,  iwplnm  of  rogue*.  SSI                       ^^| 

■                     k^pt,  70 

Stahttlcn,  or  brnitd  (,-ath«reffl,  64A                     ^^H 

■         Shpcp-fiteaJers,  126,  C30 

B(«i-rtriken,  or  cudgel-pl«yer%  63                    ^^H 

Stngw-plajrars.    Stt  Pi»y«n.                             ^^H 

&tHsl«y*B  ronedj  for  Mgnts,  thivv<«,           ^^M 

pichpoclreta,  &c.,  136                               ^^H 

^M         Hhipmon  prntvoding  Iniutr*  xt  mm  to  b« 

H                     puiii*b9d,  74,  107,  126 

^M         Shipwrecked  mmrinerB  Iwgrging  in  Eng- 

^M                  Innd  to  CAny  urrtiliontcs,  67.  68 

StAT  fihambor,  proooodings  in,  123                    ^^H 

■                Scuttitnd,  3-1(1,  :{|7 

8tar  Lhi;  glase,  to,  meanloK  of,  629                      ^^H 

^H         SliipKTighu  in  Duhiii).  legiilation.  of  tint 

Statiattc'B  of  vagrancy  aod  mendicity  in            ^^H 

H                    wigvi  uf>  103 

England,  178,  206,  213,  216.  225.           ^H 

^M        8hou]«ra,  or  wnndiiring  bi<ggiin  in  Ire* 

•ni,  132,  iiO.  240,  241.  2.^2,  V&.1.            ^H 

■                  knd.42d 

2■^0,  2^0,  263,  26»,  280,  281,  282,            ^H 

^1        Signa  of  Mtlvrors  and  tnunpo,  6IS,  £47, 

300,  309,  318,  320.  326,  673                      ^H 
Irel«iul,413.  417,  127                                ^H 

H        fiilurM,  origin  n{  tho,  I 

Scotland.  367—371                                     ^H 

^B        t^imurox,   tho    blind    impontor   t.V  St. 

Sbc^tirn.  reign  of,  23                                          ^^H 

■                     Albwi'.,  A7T 

8tt^ie)i  or  families  in  Ireland  to  fuMiij            ^^H 

^m         SVeUvhee,  or  nowii-tcilers.  in  Ireland,  389 

alt  idle  persona  of  their  sunutne,           ^^| 

^ft       Skslton,  Jolin,  the  poet  (HSQ— 1A20), 

301                                                                ^H 

^H                 nuit  vordfl.  in  the  works  of,  177 

Stoeftch,  aigniflrAtion  of,  394                                ^^H 

^P               and  lh«  boggar,  578 

bbucka,  punisUiJieutof  tbs,48,lil,  62,if),             ^^H 

^B                n  miptain  cf  rogtuM,  !iM 

64,  07,  6»,  73,  m,  1U8,  160,  176,           ^H 

^M        SUves,  nuiniuntBstoiL  of,  in  England,  17. 

401,  463,  4HS,  61fi,  624                               ^H 

H                    33,89,113 

fJtmhaon  llntisb  nlavee,  3,  114                         ^^H 

^H                boggart  and  vagabonds  in  England, 

Suaffvrd.    Eurl  of    1S93— 1641],    Lord          ^H 

Deputy  of  It^nd,  302                           ^^1 

8tnog«n  Id  Jusmr,  tiMtinimt  of,  4&6              ^^M 

OucTOKj-,  4&B,  4«1.  462                                ^H 

^H                    to  urvc  M,  96 

^1              la  Scotland,  344,  atfr,  347,  ZM,  3S1, 
■                  304, 36A 

^H        Anakrtonnn,    Iho  littln,   doaoriptdon    of, 

Strmvt  Klleta,  beggar,  6^0                                    ,^^H 
Stiflonta.  wandering,  forbidden  tocarrj          ^^H 

■                     fi2» 

H        Sneaks,  morning,  orening,  and  upright. 

arms,  S-ld                                                ^^1 

^1                     d««miMi^n  of,  6'.1N 

Sturdy  b«iggars.     Sm  Uoggnra.                          ^^H 

^ft        Baitcbera.  d«Mirifiti(ui  »1,  6'iH 

Huntvi'Ki-ni,   or  pnitnnd)!il   man.olnyvra,            ^^H 

^H       Soke,  right  nstnr«  of.  1 1  n. 

^H       Soldwra  bogging  to  uurry  cortificntoe,  67. 

Suppcn,  a  form  of  Iriah  exaction,  364,          ^^| 

^1               131),  ISO,  -,(00.  :f02,  i^i:;.  '2.iis,  'i-tti 

^H 

^H              discharged,  becoming  vugmnta,  3US, 

tiuppUcntion  for  the  heggnn  by  Simon          ^^H 

H                   304,  SIO 

^H 

^B              Eirg<iih  plunduring  their  couniry- 

Suniawui,  liiOi,  taken  by  tho  Engliah,           ^^H 

^H                men,  67 

^^1 

^m               forbidden  to  bog,  130,  ISI 

Swnrldcr.  or  ptdlar,  the,  696,  619                       ^^| 
Swrarin^  and  voning,  Act  agatimt,  434             ^^H 

^H               lev]r  of  Tagnuili  tut,  146 

^H              proclamation    ugauut     protendvd. 

Sweden,  beggars  und  vagabond*  in,  607             ^^H 
Bwvup.  doli^jht  of  a  poor,  oa  going  ta         ^^H 

H                  12& 

^1               ihfim,  81,  246,  6SJ>,  6aH,  610,  613, 

priunn,  638                                             ^^H 

^M                     61<>,  6^4,  6JiS 

Sweelium,  deacription  of,  62&                              ^^H 

^P               Tagalrands  in  Scotland  to  tern!  at, 

■                   358 

H        finng  of  tbe  beggar,  tho.  607 

Swignutn,  the,  6M.  616                                    ^H 

TAn.a»s,jOBmejrmen,inDnbltn,  r^;uU-          ^^M 

■         Song^  heggan',  Unt,  002.  6Q4,  600,  0O7, 

tion  of  Ibe  wage*  of,  406                        ^^M 

■                     603.  EW9,  610.  611,  612.  613.  014, 

TalkgM  ia  Irolaiid,  BBtare  01.  390                   ^^M 

■                     610,  618,  620,  622,  623 

Taniiit«  moaning  of  Um  torm,  390                      ^^| 

■         8onuir«  in  Scotland,  337,  339,  340,  341, 

Taylor.  John,  the  water    poet  (I^BO—           ^^H 

■                     346,  352 

I4(»4),  dierription  of  the  plougb-          ^^H 

^M        Somiug,  imture  ot,  16,  337 

nuu  lu  1630,  1.^0                                    ^^1 

^^^^^^^^^^^         GENERAL  IXDEX.                                      719          ^H 

■       V«g«nU,  frequently  Ihievm.  2*5,  ?57. 

Wataon,  ahoriff.  on  vagrancf  in  Scotlau  d,             ^^^| 

■                   2-S8,  3S»,  ->76.  29:t,  31K.  MO,  WA, 

300                                                                 ^H 

■                  £96.  Ua^.  605,  607.  OH,  61».  620, 

Wwj-tinfraa,  Scotttah.  336                                    ^H 
WaUh.  Acts  to  lepreM  the  fomra  of,           ^^H 

H                 623.  ti-iti,  G2T.  63D,  B39.  QAS 

^1             inlerroinmuiiicatioa  of,273>  '^9B.  300, 

^M 
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bardt  and  idlera,  36,  tS.  64.  439                  ^H 

■^           olwrmff  UnfToage  of,  223,  U9,  2fiS, 

derii'stion  of  cuis  woidi  trom  tlia,            ^^H 

^^^        2C»,  294^  20->,  ::96,  GSR 

473                                                    ^^^M 

^^^^B    prOMttaon   wka  atn  habJluHl,   204, 

oxpulainn  of,  ^m  Rnf^tand.  27              ^^^^^H 

inctiniuTia  vf,  in  EnKlaiid.  19,  26           ^^^^^| 

atetietics  ol.    Ow  St&Us*ice. 

Wem,  remunil  of  poor  in,  1T6                           ^^H 

Teenhuiun,  hegetn  and  TOgnboniJi  at, 
613,614.  b\i 

WaodOTor,  Ui^g»r  of  (4.  1337),  extract            ^^H 
fnitn,  26                                                        ^^H 

Vene^JottHD  codp,  law*  nf  th«t,  434 

W«nt«'-nli,    B&rl    of  Strafford,    IjoxI            ^H 

Voxuwrina.  ur  Cbratuuiuvd  J«w«wg«, 

Deputy  of  Inrknd,  39!                             ^^H 

6W 

Wrr.  aigniHcatii'tn  nf.  7  x.                                      ^^^| 

TentogBoti,  or  ponons  aahamed  to  bcK, 

Weet  Indira.  biinJBhmcitt  of  ngabonda             ^^H 

6iS 

to  the.  \:\3,  401                                             ^H 

TikO*,  cigaJftcatJOQ  of,  109  n. 

Waatoar,  or  CwGetwr,  the.  36, 42,  93,  M,      __^^M 

Viotorift,  QnMn<  mem  of.  243 

^^^H 

Viesu.  begnnand  vn^iboDda  in,  647 
Tillutoa,  orbondiiMii,  19 

Wh^Eidle,  orifj^  of  the  word,  13                   ^^^^^^| 

Whipjnck,  thf.  591,  &9n,  6dS.  619               ^^^H 

ViUdiu  uadcr  Ricbarl  II.,  AQ 

Wliipiirii;  of  b'CKIfan  uud  vagabonds  !n            ^^H 

nuLuminioit  of,  SS,  113 

Kngland,  67,  73,  7».  82.  83,  101,             ^H 

Violator  of  th^  liioK's  lAim,  [Mnalty  tat 

lOri,  lf>»,  lin.  IIT,  118,119,  1?0,              ^H 

dtelt«nng,  in  Ireland,  'i'9 

121,  120,  1X7,  140,  160,  170,  178,             ^H 

Vitginia,  poor  t«  bo  hoiI  to,  141,  143, 

181,  200.  302.  206,  2S7,  697,  fi13,            ^H 

144 

6S3, 639                                                          ^H 

Tiaon,  pcracRiB  veaiiog,  paaiahablo  aa 

in  Imland,  401,  408                                     ^H 

vRgabonda,  70 

Whip|.jiig.p.mta.  ISO.  1713.  30^                                  ^^1 

Voralnilnr)-  of  cant,  408 

Wickliiri>.     Jr>hii,,     (U1':4  — 1384),     OD             ^H 

Voppon,  or  domoniaoi,  US 

btgiring  friars,  481                                       ^^H 

WihtriL-iL,  King  nf  Ktint,  raign  of.  7               ^^^^^| 

Wiltiaiti  the  C'^oquutor.  raiKU  of,  18             ^^^^^| 

%Vao**  in  Uh  nign  of  Edwanl  III., 

II.,  roitni  of,                                              ^^^H 

18 

nr..  rrign  of.   173.  3Sfi:  and  ro-      ^^^^| 

.    K|;ul&<i<3ii  of.  in  Bag;laiid,  48,  G3, 

marka  on  the  pooi,  176                            ^^H 

^          m,  6S,  71,  101 

1  v.,  r«ign  of,  240                                             ^H 

^^H    Irelatid,  3M 

WilU,  ii\-«iom  of  repnsinA  vaaraDcr  in,            ^^| 

^^H    Itia  of  Uan.  447.  448.  449,  4A0 

^H 

Scotland,  362.  363.  3G4 

WinthMtT.  Rtatiito  of,  36                                  ^^H 

WatnaffK  of  liin  viilitin,  31 

William,  Biahpp  of,  cuoncil  hrldbjr,             ^^H 

'Walw,  arrival  of  the  Cvniry  in,  3 

^M 

sxtortioo    nnd   o^prGaaba    of    tfa* 

WUnskentt,    leguktion    against,     134,              ^H 

peoplftof,  G6 

13S                                                          ^^^M 

coodiiion  of  lh«  \Vi>Iah  border  in  the 

Wita,  aignifiaaUoa  of,  0  a.                              ^^^^^| 

timo  of  fi^dward  1.,  34 

Wiw-theow,  tho,                                          ^^^^H 

Iriah   ra^muU  in.   118.   ISO,  2}l>, 

Wirea,  puniiihtncnt  for  dmnrtion  of,  in            ^^H 

2~l 

Kn|<land,  ISO,  IKo,  191j,  202,  S3S,            ^H 

Uwi  ond  iR«titiit«s  of,  429 

^H 

NuTlli,    Kri>t«ni    of   rcpreming  va> 

in  IrnUnd,  419.  421                                          ^H 

granc;  ia,  SIO 

Wodawortb,  W.  D.,  uo  Iriah  vaRnbonda,            ^^M 

tits  atatatA  of,  34 

301!                                                                  ^H 

Wahingham,  Thomu  (&.  141(3],  oxtract 
(i>Kn  ■'  ilietima  ltr«vi«,''£3 

Wogan,  Sir  Jtihn,  Lord  Jiuticc  of  Iro             ^^| 

kiid,                                                         ^H 

Warei»,  thif,  or  oufcaat,  32 
Wufinun,  dvwrption  of  tha,  6iH 
Wtituuta.     Sre  Wi-atMun. 

Wolvea,  r«wiu-d«  for  the  deatniction  of,            ^^| 

in  iTTilitnd,  395                                          ^H 

Wood,  ipuiWa  i>f,  piiniahablo  aa  rognea,              ^^H 

^     Wat««,  Tom,  hia  rubljery  of  irvpaio*, 

1'i7,  204,  205                                                 ^H 

■                 403 

WorkhouHB.  advanta^oa  of,  163, 1 76,  Ifta,            ^H 

H     WataoB.  Hsnn-,  extract  from  tbe  "  Ship 

1X0                                                                  ^H 

■               d  Fnoli,"  6ao 

bad  aUU  of,  191,  208                                       ^H 
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